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Preface 


we 1 started to look for catalogues on ancient Indian coins and quickly became the proud 
ны ee in a short time became my favourites. The first was Oriental ons and heir values: The 
и "неп by my hero, Michael Mitchiner. found ít stunningand admirable how a single man 
could pave his way through the jungle that was the world of ancient oriental coins in one single book. 
The other book was John Allan's brilliant catalogue from 1936 about the ancient Indian coins in the British 
Museum. Both books š have paged through again and again ever since. Yet in the course of time a whole lot of 
new coins surfaced, Many remain stil unpublished while others have been discussed in journals such as the 
Numismatic Digest, the JNSI, ONS-NL/JONS, the newsletters of the ICS ete. A good number of specialised books 
focussing on diverse single series of ancient Indian coins was added to the growing, yet still scattered scholarship. 
The need fora comprehensive catalogue of ancient Indian coins did not abate. 

The initial idea for the present book came from Kamalesh Kumar Maheshwari and Devendra Handa. I am 
extremely grateful to these eminent scholars for their invaluable help and support along the vay. Besides Michael 
Mitchiner, Devendra Handa has been another of the heroes who profoundly inspired my numismatic studies. A 
living legend, he made lasting contributions to the field of ancient Indian numismatics and he never hesitated to 
share his unrivaled knowledge and rich data on coin images. The same applies to Kamalesh Kumar Maheshwari, 
author of pioneering works such as Imitations in Continuity- Tracking the Siler Coinage of Early Medieval India and head 
of the Indian Institute of Research in Numismatic Studies, which he founded in 1980 together with Pameshwari 
Lal Gupta. Kamalesh Kumar Maheshwari accompanied all steps in the development of the present catalogue 
with his numismatic knowledge. With his expertise as a book publisher and his never-dwindling enthusiasm, his 
guidance proved invaluable. At first the idea was to provide a slightly modified update of my 2013 book Ancient 
Indian Coins Revisited for the Indian market. This book was based on Ancient Indian Coins from 1998, which was a 
catalogue of my personal collection of ancient Indian and Indo-Greek coins. I had the great pleasure to publish 
that book together with Osmund Bopearachchi, one of the grandmasters of Graeco-Bactrian and Indo-Greek 
coinages, who in the course of time became a close friend of mine. Both of these books, however, only comprised 
the coins from my personal collection. Producing a comprehensive catalogue, ideally covering all main types, 
quickly became a much more attractive and useful objective. 

The scope covered by this book is vast and my knowledge unfortunately little in many areas. I was therefore 
fortunate to be able to cooperate with three leading experts who contributed three chapters. Pankaj Tandon 
knows more about the Paratarajas than anyone else. It was a great personal pleasure and a great benefit for the 
book that Pankaj agreed to write the chapter on the Paratarajas. For the Gupta chapter I could not have thought of 
a better candidate than Sanjeev Kumar, author of the recently published Treasures of the Gupta Empire — the new 
seminal work on the Gupta coins. And when one thinks of the Ksaharitas and Ksatrapas, Alex Fishman 
immeditaly comes to mind, author of the Siler coinage of the western Satraps in India and the Валета! coinage of the 
western Satraps in India, landmark publications of the series, and of the Silber Damma; the latter now being the 
standard reference for the small silver dammas of early medieval India, I was therefore happy when Alex also 
agreed to contributea chapter. 

‘Terry Hardaker provided the templates for the maps. His illustrations were a great complement to the text 
and Lam very grateful for his help. 

For the punchmarked series I greatly benefited from the data shared by Paul Murphy for the Kosala series, by 
Shinji Hirano for the Narhan type series, Anne van't Haaff for the Saurasena and Saurishtra series, Noman Nasir 
for the Bengal types and Michael Mitchiner for the Chaman Hazouri, the Kasi and many other types- their help 
was very much appreciated! 


Many thanks also to Susmita Majumdar for kindly sharing important pictures of the Malhar series. The 


Kauéîmbî chapter would lack many important types without the kindness of Badri Prasad Verma. Likewise, the 


Central Indian part benefited enormously from the rich collection of Girish Sharma. My deepest thanks also go 


to Avinash Ramteke for sharing comprehensive information from his unrivalled ancient Vidarbha collection, 

Our knowledge of the Sangam age Tamil coins largely draws on the pioneering works by Ramasubbu 
Krishnamurthy. He kindly granted me access to all coin image data in his possession, for which lam most grateful, 
Raman Sankaran generously provided other images and catalogues of important South Indian coins. Shailendra 
Bhandare very kindly opened the trays in the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford and generosuly provided data from 
his thesis on coins of the Sātavāhanas and their feudatories. His help made the challenging task of cataloging the 
coinages of the ancient Deccan more manageable. 

For the Taxila chapter 1 am particularly grateful to Aman Ur-Rahman for the warm reception and invitation 
to stay in his home in Dubai where 1 had the opportunity to study a large hoard of hitherto unpublished local 
Taxila coins. 

‘Thanks also to the leading auction houses for the kind permission to use coin images from their catalogues, 
above all Todywalla, Marudhar Arts, Classical Numismatic Gallery, Classical Numismatic Group, Rajgor's 
auctions, Oswal auctions, Imperial auctions, Bombay auctions and Steve Album auctions. A special thanks to 
Steve Album for helpful advice and the constructive exchange of views. 

For his invaluable help in transliteration and transcription of Brahmi and Kharosthi legends 1 am deeply 
grateful to Harry Falk, His reading of many new coin legends was another important contribution. Thanks also to 
John Horan for proof-reading many of the chapters. 

I cannot list each and every name of all other friends, scholars and collectors who helped to increase the data 
base by kindly sharing coin images in their possession. There were more than one hundred helpful contributors in 
total, to which I remain indebted and grateful. Every name has been acknowledged in the book; atleast I hope not 
tohave omitted any. 

Foreign dynasties, such as Indo-Grecks and Indo-Scythians, are outside the scope of this catalogue and apart 
from a few exceptions gold is excluded, Given the vast amount of different series of ancient Indian coins, the 
respective commentaries cannot provide in-depth discussions. Rather, they are meant to contextualise the 
catalogued coins in their historical perspective, including relevant recent evidence. 1 hope this will turn out to be 
exhaustive enough to serve as a useful historical and typological overview: 


Wilfried Pieper 


Introduction 


The idea behind thi 

кеш ы this book was to collect largely scattered information on the coins of ancient India in one 
Я En bei catalogue. The timeframe covers the period from the earliest issues at about 500 BCE to the late 
cinssical/early medieval time at about 700 CE. With the constant appearance of new coin types and the limited 


access to coins ii ivi n ы 
Sins in private and institutional collections, achieving comprehensiveness is a challenging task from the 


very beginning, With this caveat, the objective was to catalogue the coins as comprehensively as possible. Even 
with this ambition, 1 decided to limit the work to the display of the silver and base-metal coins while with а few 
exceptions gold, such as that of the Kushan and Gupta, was completely omitted. 

For the punchmarked silver images (chapter 1), valuable surveys were published by Rajgor (2001) and Mitchiner 
(2004). Specialised catalogues exist for different series respectively, such as the Gupta & Hardaker book on the 
Magadha-Maurya coins (recently revised by Terry Hardaker (2019); Anne van't Haaff's (2004) work on the 
Saurasena and Saurishtra coins, Shinji Hirano's (2007) on the so-called Nathan coins of the Ghaghata-Gandak 
river region and Paul Murphy's (2001) work on the Kosala punchmarked coins. The recent catalogue by Terry 
Hardaker (2019) gives a brilliant survey of the non-Imperial punchmarked coins North of the Deccan. For the 
local Deccan punchmarked types, а new catalogue by Prashant Kulkarni is underway. As repetition would have 
little value, I decided to limit the chapter on punchmarked coins to just representative samples for each series. 

A question still in need of an answer is the origin of the early uninscribed cast copper coins (EUCCCs) (chapter 2). 
While these mostly circulated during the second century BCE, the first of these coins appear to have already been 
issued under the Mauryan kings. Certain types enjoyed a wide circulation throughout large parts of Northern 
India, other types were rather local issues with limited areas of circulation. Like the silver karsapanas, certain types 
of EUCCCs were very popular and secondary copies were used in commerce until the Kusána period. Some of 
the locally restricted types of EUCCCs, particularly those which are typologically close to Mauryan prototypes, are 
listed in chapter 2, while others will be found in the respective local sections. The presentation of the EUCCSs is 
structured in two parts, dealing with the issues of Northern India and those of the Deccan, respectively: 

Chapter 3 covers the Central and Western Indian coins at large. Many specimens here are far from being precisely 
attributable and time will bring further refinement to the many ancpigraphic types of Western and Eastern Malwa 
and Saurashtra. As Khandesh is closely linked to the coin tradition of Malwa, it has also been included here, In 
particular, we know of a good number of coins with typological links to Malwa issues from Prakashe on the banks 
of the Tapi river. Ancient trade routes connected Gujarat with Ujjain and the upper Northwestern Deccan, 
Broach with Paithan and Nasik with Ujjain via Maheshwar, the ancient Mahismati, Lead coins were widely used in 
the Deccan but to a much lesser extent in Central India, at least before the advent of the Sátavihanas. Such lead 
coins are included in this chapter, ав are the lead coins of ancient Tripuri which later had a much more pronounced 
tradition in the use of lead coins. The local Ujjain coin series is definitely the prominent and most prolific among 
those treated in this chapter. Apart from their rich symbolism, many of the 


bear human depictions. 
"These are of special interests they are among India's earliest representations of deities in anthropomorphic form 


and thus most important for the iconographic development of these deities. As for metrology, scholars attempted 
to define clear standards for the Ujjain copper coins and likewise for other ancient Indian coppers. The underlying 
thesis was that these coins were struck according to a copper kargápaga weight system of approximately 9.33g for 
one kargipana equivalent to 80 гані In practice, the distinction between different weights was not that clear-cut. 
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"The difficulty of defining clear denominations for these copper coins would be understandable if this coinage had 
ion to the intrinsic metal value. In that case the decisive factor for the 


been a token currency without strict correl 
acceptability of a coin would have been its general appearance, i 
fora certain margin of fluctuations for the weight. 

The civic issues of the Narmada valley city states, the coins of Vie un and those of the Frich region are the subject of 
chapter 4. While coin production of the Vidisi-Lran region mainly relied on the punchmarking technique, a 
considerable number of dic-struck coins has also come to light. The rich coinage of Erich on the banks of the 
river Betwa in Jhansi district of modern Uttar Pradesh reflects its importance as one of India's ancient trade 


erage size and typological features allowing, 


centers, connected via rivers with places such as Kausambi and the Vidiš: 
urban center with an independent coinage from the early post-Mauryan times until c, 130 C 


ira region. ‘This was a prosperous 
9 regi 
about the time 


of Kugina occupation under Kaniska. 

Chapter 5 delves into the tribal and monarchical states of post-Mauryan Northern India, Y thus covers quite some 
ground in light of the many independent states which had developed along the rivers of Northern India, the Indus 
and the Ganges- Yamuna valleys. Pure silver coins, influenced in metrology and style by the Indo-Greck drachms, 
were struck by the Punjab states Audumbara, Kuninda, Vemaka, Vrishni and Yaudheya. While ‘Taxila was the 
dominant power center of the upper Indus region, the most important kingdoms of the Ganges valley were 
centered around Kausimbi, Mathuri, Ahichchhatrà and Ayodhya. Lesser dynasties with limited coin 
comprised Pauravas, Agras, Rajanyas, Sibis, Savitriputras, Trigartas, Vrishnis, Vemakas, Kulūtas, Kshudrakas, 
Arjuniyanas and Uddehikas. Most of the coins under investigation are base metal issues. A great number of them 
may be of low or mediocre quality, but apart from the historical and iconographical valuc they all have, some are 
also outstanding examples of Indian coin art at its best, All these coins and not just the few and indeed beautiful 
silver issues of the Punjab tribes, deserve special attention. Sometimes favourable circumstances аге involved in 
the creation of such coins: a skillful engraver that encounters the perfect mix between moments of inspiration and 
a sense for the significance of a depicted figure or the majesty and dignity of а depicted animal, harmony and 
balance in the composition as well asa superb execution. 

The Kugina bold on northern India (chapter 6) was long-lasting and interrupted many of the local coinages for a 
long time while exercising a formative influence on others. In the first century CE the Капа clan, one of the five 
clans of the Yuezhi, achieved supremacy under its leader Kujula Kadphises and extended its influence further 
South. Coin evidence demonstrates that Kujula Kadphises had crossed the Hindukush and successively invaded 
Gandhira, Kashmir and the Punjab, defeating the Indo-Parthians. The successors of Kujula Kadphises 
continued the series of conquests eastwards. A most important numismatic innovation was introduced by 
Kanişka's father, Vima Kadphises: This was the introduction of the bi-metalic currency copper-gold. By replacing 
the highly debased silver coinages of North-Western India with an abundant gold coinage of high purity, Vima 
Kadphises made Kusina coins a generally accepted trade currency in Central Asia and at all relev 
centres from Bactria to Mathura, Religious tolerance was practiced across the Kusána Empire, not only towards 
Buddhism, but also towards a multitude of worships of Iranian, Greek, Roman and Indian deities, This is 


illustrated by the depictions of gods and goddesses on the rich coinages of Vima's successors Kaniska and 
Huvigka. 


nt trading 


At the time of its greatest extension, the Kaniska realm stretched as far as Bengal in the E 
in the South. Residing in two capitals at the same time, Peshawar in modern Pakistan and 
Kaniska's son Huviska continued to hold this vast empire together. During the reign of Vasudeva 1, c.190-220 CR, 
the Кипа lost control over the Ganges valley and central India in general; now many tribal states and kingdoms 
in the Ganges valley and in central India gained or regain independence. 

Apart from the Yuezhi silver and the Kuina copper 
the Kusino-Sasanian coppers, the local Kota types from 


East and Kaugambt 
Mathura in India, 


types, the catalogue comprises Киапа imitative types, 
the Punjab region of the fourth and fifth century. The 


ch: ith a bri 1 
ب‎ Asa ne я iis Overview of Hun coinages, particularly those of "Toramága 1 (c. 475-515 
"i ia um 30 CE), kings who had made extensive forays deep into India, 
жс m Se available as а natural resource. ‘This may have been the main reason for the 
кш ae Loe in this part of India struck by former province governors of the Mauryan kings 
aa sa пе focus af Chapter 7 ison sucked on dynasties’. The term encompasses names such as 
ji m j нені of Banavisi, Kuras of Kolhapur, Kumaras of Катай, Sidakas of 
as ails from the lower Turigabhadri and from Veeripuram, Mahātalavaras, Sada kings and 
s. copper coins are known to have been struck by some of them but their numbers limited and they are 
catalogued here as well, The chronological end point of the chapter is set by the post-Ananda Banavasi bull types 
of c.300-345 CE, followed by the coins of the Kadamba kings(c. 345-540 CE). 
Chapter 8 (Vidarbha) examines the extensive but understudied coinages of ancient Vidarbha, starting with 
local punchmarked derivatives of Mauryan kar As elsewhere, the depiction of an elephant is amongst the 
most popular motifs but on the local coin types of Vi 
elephant. Frequently, 


idarbha there usually is an arrow placed on the back of the 
an arrow is also placed on a platform or railing or it is adorned by elephants implying cultic 
meaning, Many other coin types of ancient Vidarbha are iconographically just as fascinating: human figures 
offering a wreath to an elephant, Abbiseka- Lakrmi and worship scenes of a frimsa symbol, depictions of bull 
sacrifices, river deities and others. When it comes to the inscribed coin types, a large number can be distinguished 
here. Among these are many names of kings which only recently hav 
kings from pre-Sátavihana Eastern Vidarbha, river Bena types, Bhadrāvatī city coins, or Scbaka and related types 
from western Vidarbha and Marihvada like Vigra, Kutapáda, Kukutakháda, Petalatáditi and Mahāgāmika coins. 
In addition, there are other coin types from western Vidarbha, Marathvadi and Khandesh of which we know 
nothing: they bear names of kings whose dynastic assignment is completely unclear. 

Chapter (Sátardbunas and successors) presents examplarily the main Sitavahana coin types. This then gives us an. 
overview of style and typology which vary widely in the different regions of their realm, from Western Malwa, 

idiéa- Eran, Tripuri, South-eastern Malwa, Prakashe, орага, Nasik, Newase-Paithan, Junnar, Karhad, Vidarbha, 
Kolaliñgala, Kondapur to coastal Andhra. In contrast to these regional coinages, the round elephant/Uj 
symbol coins of copper and diverse copper alloys and the impressively beautiful silver portrait coins enjoyed a 
wider circulation throughout the Sitavahana realm. 

Whereas the first and the second centuries CE were a period of flourishing trade, the third century saw a 
decline in local and foreign trade activities which is also reflected in the coinages of the follower dynasties of the 
Sátavihanas. Now was the time of small, ight coins like those of the Iksvakus and the Abhiras while the time of 
the large and heavy Deccan coinages was over. During the fourth century CE, Abhira territories in E 
central Deccan fell to such dynasties as Kadambas and Vakitakas, while Northern Koñkan appe: 
overtaken by the Traikütaka kings. 

Chapter 10 (Pallavas). There is no evidence of the exact start of Pallava rule but it seems that they established 
their kingdom during the third century CE as contemporaries of the Iksvakus who were then their Northern 
neighbours. They gradually extended their influence northwards into the coastal regions of Andhra Pradesh, 
Pallava-Visqukundin interrelations are reflected by the fact that certain coins of the Pallavas bear the Visnukundin 
lion, while the majority of Pallava coins depicta humped bull in characteristic style: carefully worked-out details of 
the animal's head and feet with deeply drooping skin folds at the animal's throat and breast. Some very interesting 
potin coins combine lion, bow and fish. These were the emblems of the Cholas, Cheras and Pándyas, and their 
placement on these Pallava coins possibly celebrates important conquests of the Pallavas in the late sixth century 
СВ at the expense of their neighbours. Whereas the majority of Pallava coins are anepigraphic, several types have 
legends in Pallava-Grantha script. This archaic and ornamental script variety developed from Brahmi and was 


urfaced, such as the Bhadra- and Mitra- 
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used in Tamilnadu in the writing of the Sanskrit language. The coin legends are not always unambiguous; the wide- 
swung characters bear decorative elongations. Here, often more than one interpretation is possible. In many cases 
the reading therefore is difficult, even more so as specimens with well-struck and complete legends are rarcly 
encountered. 

Chapter 11 (Visuukundin). When the Visqukundin rulers seized power in the Krishna district at around 450 
CE, the Pallavas were forced to give up their Northern territories, Major Western invasions of Visnukundin rulers, 
including a temporary occupation of Western Maharastra during the early sixth century, is reflected in the local 
Deccan coinages of this time. The Visnukundin lionis either retained on these Deccan coin types oris replaced by 
a bull with different Brahmi legends on top. Such coins come particularly from findspots in Northern Vidarbha 
and Khandesh in modern Northern Maharastra like Nevásá, Paunár or Prakishe. The rule of the Vispukundin 
kings ended under Govindavarman II in about 612 CE, when Pulakesin IJ, king of the Chálukyas, conquered 
Visnukundin territories. The presentation of the coins of the Chalukyasis also included in this chapter. 

Chapters (12-15) cover the Saiganr-age Tamil dynasties. These Satigam age dynasties, named after certain Tamil 
epics, existed during the two centuries before and the two centuries after the beginning of the Christian era; they 
find their first mention in edicts of the Mauryan king Ašoka, in the Periplus, in narrations of Pliny and Ptolemy 
and ina number of different literary works. 

‘The Chera copper coins bear the dynastic emblem throughout, the bow and arrow symbol. A few uniface 
portrait silver coins are deviating completely from the standard scheme of Chera coinage. Their inspiration could 
have come from imported silver coins of early Roman emperors such as Augustus and Tiberius, Such coins have 
been repeatedly found in the region. The dynastic symbol of the Cholas was a tiger which features on all Chola 
coins, Their coins are almost exclusively made of copper, with only a single silver type known: A punchmarked 
coin in the tradition of the Mauryan karsipanas. According to Ѕайрат-аре literature, the Malayamán were 
involved in conflicts between ChoJas and Cheras with shifting alliances, The obverse design of their coins is 
almost always a horse facing a trough. The reverse depicts three hills behind a river, which has been read as a city 
map of the Malayaman capital Tirucoilur on the river Ponnaiyar. The realm of the ancient Pandya dynasty was 
centered around the river regions of Vaigai and Tambraparni at the Southern tip of India, with Madurai as its 
capital. Their emblem was a fish appearing in a very stylized form on their coins. Initially the Pandyas issued 
punchmarked silver coins of reduced &aryápana weight but the bulk of their coinage was of copper. The 
temporary occupation of Sri Lanka by the Pándyas had an impact on the local coins. In general Ceylon's early 
coinages have to be seen in the context and under the influence of Indian coin types as diverse as Mauryan, 
Pandyan, Sátaváhana and, in a later phase, Visnukundin and Pallava. In light of such close typological links, the 
coins of ancient Śri Lanka are included in the presentation of the South Indian coinages. 

Chapter 16 (Paratardjas, са. 125-300 CE). Scholars like Rapson, Mukherjee, Mitchiner, Senior, Tandon and Falk 
have already worked on these coins. The focus of Falk was primarily on coins with Kharosthi legends. Drawing on 
Senior's pioneering work, Falk emphasized the palacographic and linguistic difficulties of the coin legends 
concerned, which makes their definite identification complicated. The most recent in-depth discussion of the 
Páratarája coins was provided by Pankaj Tandon, especially with regard to the Brahmi series. His study suggests 
that the Brahmi series predated the Kharosthi coins. 1 am therefore grateful that Pankaj accepted my invitation to 
contribute a chapter. The latter presents a precise outline of the dynasty including a very useful catalogue of these 
coins. 

Chapter 17 (Ksahanitas and Ksatrapas). Commonly called Western Satraps, the dynasty represents two different 
families, the early Ksaharitas and the succeeding Ksatrapas. The early Ksaharita family comprises the four kings 
Abhiraka, Bhümaka, Nahapana and Horumunata, the latter only known through a few very rare silver drachms. 
The Ksatrapa series starts with the coins of Castana, Jayadiman and Rudradaman. Castana's successors reigned 
and issued coins in silver and base metals with only insignificant interruptions until about 400 CE. I am very 


invoducion 5 


grateful that Alex Fishman shared his unrivalled expertise on the series. The catalogue part is based on the rich 


{lata of texts, coin images and coin descriptions which Alex generously has made available. 

Chapter 18 (Guptas). A king called Srigupta founded the dynasty in the second half of the third century CE in 
the lower Ganges valley in Eastern Uttar Pradesh or Bihar. It was Chandragupta I (c.320-335 CE) who enabled its 
тарий rise and expansion. Through a series of conquests in the Gangetic valley and through his politically 
advantageous marriage with the Lichchavi princess Kumaradevi, Chandragupta I paved the way for his dynasty to 
become the dominating power of Northern India for the next 200 years. His importance is reflected in the fact 
that his accession to the throne in 320 CE marks the first year of the Gupta era. The first Gupta silver coins 
appeared only in the late reign of Chandragupta (11) Vikramaditya (c. 380-414 CE). Before that, no silver coins had 
been issued by the Gupta kings apart from a solitary small silver coin attributed to Srigupta by Sanjeev Kumar. It 
was the defeat of the Western Ksatrapas and the incorporation of their territories in Malwa and Saurashtra into 
the Gupta Empire that gave the impetus to the issue of Gupta silver drachms which were close copies of the 
Ksatrapa model. People in Western Central India were accustomed to silver currency for hundreds of years and its 
continuation was a precondition for local trade. Apart from some exceptions, gold coins arc excluded from this 
catalogue. The chapter thus focuses on the Gupta silver and base metal coins. I am grateful that Sanjeev Kumar, 
author of Treasures of the Gupta Empire, took on this task. 

Chapter 19 (Post-Gupta dynasties). "This chapter ranges from the coins of the Aulikaras (350-550 CE) to those 
of the Rashtrakutas who ruled from the seventh to the tenth century. Strictly speaking, the post-Gupta carly 
medieval series would be outside of the scope of this catalogue but 1 included representative specimens anyways 
to illustrate the long-lasting typological influence of the late classical period. When conflicts with Hun invaders 
undermined Gupta authority in the second part of the Sth century CE, the local Maitraka kings of Saurashtra 
achieved independence which they only lost again in the face of the Arab invasion during the eigth century CE. 
There were other, smaller dynasties ruling parts of Gujarat in carly medieval times. The local Saurashtran emblem, 
the trident, inspired many coins of that region like the small silver coins of Sindh in the name of Sri Yasaditya and 
other kings. These coins occur with two different reverse types: cither a version of the Sasanian ‘fire altar with 
attendants’, or a trident type with a surrounding Brahmi legend. The first study of this series was provided by the 
author (Pieper, 20048), later work was provided by Tandon (2008) and most recently by Fishman & Todd (2018). 
The 'bust/trident' coins inspired also many small copper types of medieval Gujarat which so far have not been 
studied adequately; just a sample of these copper types is illustrated here. Small Rajput dynasties, Gurjaras of 
Bharuch, Saindhavas or feudatories of Maitrakas and Chalukyas can be named as possible issuers. 

Many coins of the early medieval period were directly influenced by Gupta prototypes. There are elephant 
rider coins depicting the king riding an elephant with an attendant sitting behind him holding the royal parasol in 
the same way as on Kumaragupta's gold coins. Other types are based on the Gupta archer-type or on the ‚Laksmi 
feeding peacock’ coins. Gupta influence is particularly reflected in some Garuda-type coins depicting a bird in 
seated or running position. In some cases, а seated deity may have been intended but claws and elongated carlobes 
rather suggesta Garuda. The 'Krsnarija-rüpaka' coin, introduced by the Kalachuri king Krsnarija (c. 550-575 CE) 
as an imitation of Skandagupta's bull-type silver drachm, was continued by his successors and circulated from 
Rajputana in the North to Maharashtra in the South and from Korikan in the West to Vidarbha in the East. Taking 
advantage of the turbulent period after the Hun invasion, the Maukharis of Kanauj in Western Uttar Pradesh, 
probably former governors of the Guptas in the Kanauj region, seized power in the middle Ganges valley under 
their king Isinavarman at about 535 CE, The Maukhari silver drachms closely follow the Gupta 'fan-tailed 
Garuga'-type, as also do the silver drachms of their successors, the Vardhanas of Thanesar. 
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"THE ORIGIN OF INDIA'S 
COINAGE 


The first phase of Indian urbanism, the Indus 
Civilization of such sites as Harappa and Mohenjo- 
Daro, flourished during the 3rd millenium BCE, with 
huge cities from the Punjab in the north down the 
course of the Indus to Sindh and even further 
southwards as far as Sauráshtra. This first urban 
Society of India has left posterity outstanding cultural 
achievements such as the Indus valley seals (Fig, 1) 


inscribed in a language which until today remains 
unread, I 


NENER 


NN) 


Indus 
Much has been speculated about the reasons 
leading to the end of the Indus civilization in the early 
2nd millenium BCE. Fundamental changes seem to 
have occurred in the course of time among which 
climatic deterioration, changes in the course of the 
great rivers, the drying up of the Sarasvati river, 
overpopulation, epidemics, tectonic events, the 
breakdown of trade contacts with Mesopotamia and 
the arrival of Indo-European tribes from the north- 
west have been discussed (F. R. Allchin 1995: 26-53). 
We have only poor knowledge of the post- 
Harappan societies of the 2nd millenium BCE when 
after the abandonment of the great cities, people 
returned to living in smaller settlements like in the pre- 
Harappan period. Concluding from the restricted 
archaeological remains there are local characteristics 
from province to province with different degrees of 
maintenance of Harappan cultural elements, but in 
contrast to the Harappan culture there is a complete 
lack of the use of script and seals during the post 
Harappan period. This transition from the urban 
phase of the Indus civilization to the rural or 
provincial phase was certainly a gradual process and 
archaeological evidence suggests that it took place in 
the different provinces at different times. The 
migration of the Indo-Europeans from their possible 
homelands between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea 
and their advent in India has most probably also been a 
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process of gradual transition. The Indo-Europeans 
are assumed to have progressively infiltrated the 
Indian subcontinent possibly in several waves via the 
passes of the northern mountain range during the 2nd 
millenium BCE, leading to a gradual amalgamation 
and synthesis between their culture and that of the 
local Indians, mostly establishing a dominant position 
Over the local people concerning social status and 
Janguage. Material evidence for this period has come 
especially from the eastern Punjab and the Ganges- 
Yamuni region in form of great numbers of a pottery 
called Painted Grey ware and evidence for the 
increased use of tools and weapons made of iron. 
‘There is evidence of the occurrence of iron at Pirak 
before 1000 BCE and after 900 BCE iron working 
becomes common (Allchin 1995: 39). The dynamism 
of this new society finally lead to a new phase of 
foundation of cities during the Ist millenium BCE and 
to the promotion of national and international trade. 
‘The Indo-European infiltration from the northwest to 
the east and south of India followed its huge 
waterways such as Indus, Ganges, Yamuna and 
Narmadi and later it was also along the courses of the 
main rivers and their tributaries that Indian coinage 
began to spread. 

Due to the lack of revealing archaeological or 
epigraphical evidence there is uncertainty about the 
absolute chronology of India's first coins. There is no 
doubt that indigenous Indian coins existed in the 4th 
century BCE but most scholars date their first 
appearance back to the Sth or even late 6th century 
BCE. The proceeding accepted by most numismatists 
until now, is to establish a chronology of the carly 
Indian coinages according to the expansion of 
Magadha, a powerful lower Ganges valley kingdom, 
From ancient texts this expansion is known to have 
begun at the lifetime of Buddha who is described as a 
contemporary of Bimbisira, king of Magadha, and of 
Bimbisira's son Ajitaéatru. 


Fig. 2: Magadha coin, possibly issued by 
Bimbisára (Album auction 17, no.986, 5.26g) 


Derived from literary evidence the year 487 BCE 
as the date of Buddha's death has frequently been used 
asa key date for determining the chronology of India's 
early punch-marked coins (PMC). The date of 
Buddha's xirêna has recently been put into question. 
New evidence (H. Bechert, 1991-92; Genichi 
Yamazaki, 1992) gained by different interpretations of 
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ancient texts now suggests a placement of Buddha's 
малына at somewhat after 400 BCE. If this revised 
chronology should turn out to be correct, it certainly 
would be important for the dating of Magadha's early 
history but it would not be decisive for the question of 
the appearance of India's first coins. 

Already John Allan (reprint 1967: xvi) held the 
view that Gandhára's bent-bar silver coins belong to 
rlicst phase of Indian coinage, “to the fourth, or 
n fifth, century ВСЕ” as he said, having developed 
under foreign, że. Achaemenid, influence. 


a 
= 


Early Gandhara bent-bar, 9.84g 


the 


Allan mentions the pot-find of Bhir mound at 
"Taxila where bent-bars were associated with a worn 
siglos and coins of Alexander the Great and Philip 
Aridacus. Like the siglos the bent-bars were in a worn 
condition in contrast to the rest of the find suggesting, 
a longer time of circulation of these thick silver bars. 
Discussing the origin of this coin class Joe Cribb (1983: 
96-101) paid special attention to the Chaman Hazouri 
hoard from the Kabul valley region which contained 
bent-bars together with Greek and Persian coins and 
different locally produced Kabul valley coin types, 
some of them obviously inspired by Greek coin types 
(R. Curiel and D. Schlumberger, 1953). The analysis of 
this hoard was rightly interpreted by Cribb asa support 
for the assumption that Indian coinage had originated 
in the upper Indus valley in form of the Сапдћагап 
bent-bars under the influence of Persian, Greek and 
local Kabul valley coin models, The time of origin of 
the first bent-bars, however, was fixed by Cribb much 
too late, ie. to about 350 BCE at first, a date which he 
later expanded to about 400 BCE (2005:19). 

Even this date appears to be untenable. Several 
other hoards contained also different coin classes 
issued over hundreds of years such as the first and 
second Mir Zakah hoard. The coins in the Chaman 
Hazouri hoard as well span a considerable period of 
time with the earliest Aegina pieces datable to the 
second half of the th century BCE (Price and 
Waggoner, 1975:76). Altogether the hoard comprised, 
in addition to the local Kabul valley types and the 
Gandharan bent-bars, Persian and Greek coins from 
the б to the 4th century BCE. The fact that one 
datable coin in the Chaman Hazouri hoard, an eastern 
imitation of an Athenian tetradrachm, suggests a 
terminus post quem for the hoard's burial at around 380- 
360 BCE does not justify to fix the origin of the bent- 
bars close to this date, not even if this date was 
extended into the late 5th century BCE. 


As Cribb has convincingly shown, Indian 
authorities in the Ganges valley followed the new 
achievement of the North-West taking the bent-bars 
as prototype for their own coinages, This is supported 
by common features between the local Gandharan 
coins and the punch-marked series from the territories 
of modern Banaras district respectively ancient Kasi 
Janapada: the cup shaped form which is clearest on the 
small denominations; the placement of the stamps at 
cach end of the flan; the use of similar geometrical 
symbols; a heavy weight standard and the use of 
subsidiary denominations. So against such views as 
that of AN. Lahiri (1973:12) the arguments for an 
earlier chronology of the bent-bars compared with the 
Кай coins appear to be well-founded. 

The locally produced Kabul valley coin types in 
the Chaman Hazouri hoard follow a local weight 
standard, which may be regarded as a local stater and 
its fractions and some of the devices of these coins are 
apparently inspired by Greck prototypes, as will be 
discussed in the next chapter. 


Fig. 4: Chaman Hazouri, 
Schlumberger type 23, 10.054 


Further support for an influence from Asia Minor 
is provided by the technique of manufacture of the 
concerned Kabul valley coin types, in that some of 
them are die-struck on one side and punch-marked on 
the other, Michael Mitchiner (2004: 670-71) recently 
shared and substantiated the view of an inspiration of 
the local Kabul types by Ionian prototypes suggesting 
a date of their origin at the end of the 6th century 
BCE. Beyond that a kind of 'proto- Gandháran 
symbol’ on a local Kabul type demonstrates the 
typological influence of these coins on the early 
Gandháran PMCs, implying a probable date for the 
first bent-bars at the early Sth century BCE. 


өё 


Fig. 5: Chaman Hazouri, Schlumberger type 40, 2.8g 


The chronology is further supported by a local 
Kabul valley coin which according to Mitchiner (2004: 
675) had been part of the Asyut hoard that had been 
buried in Egyptat about 475 BCE. 


An origin of the Indian ‘coinage at about 400 BCE. 
would press the whole of the Indian punch-marked 
coins into too marrow a frame. In 321 BCE 
Candragupta Maurya occupied the throne of Magadha 
continuing the prolific coin is activities of his 
predecessors. The imperial PMCs of late Magadha/ 
Maurya are known in hundreds of different varieties 
and huge numbers have been found throughout the 
subcontinent. The findspots of the different classes of 
the early local silver PMCs, that are widely regarded as 
Janapada issues, are characteristically confined to 
certain well defined areas of northern and central 
India and of the Deccan. The analysis of these 
coinages suggests that following their incorporation 
into the expanding Magadhan Empire the Jangpadar 
lost the right of independent coinage. If one assumed 
that India's first coins had appeared only as late as 400 
BCE, one would have to attribute the different series 
of early Janapada PMCs to the expanding kingdom of 
Magadha which at this time had already subdued large 
Parts of northern India. This would imply that the 
kings of Magadha had tolerated a prolific local silver 
coinage in the different provinces of their realm. This 
appears rather improbable but has been mentioned as 
а possibility by Cribb (2005: 51). Under such an 
assumption no coinage at all would have existed in 
India before the time of Magadha's expansion. This is 
contrary to Terry Hardaker's (1992B: 3-27) coin 
comparison between Košala and Magadha types 
which is based on the use of symbols, banker's marks, 
style and weight standards, and which results in the 
conclusion that most of Kosak’s coinage is 
contemporary with the earliest Magadhan issues. 
According to Hardaker's study the issue of Kosala's 
PMCs stopped when Magadha introduced its series П 
and Ш coins probably reflecting the time when Košala 
was conquered by Magadha. Assuming the later date 
for Buddha this had happened under the Nanda rule 
during the first part of the 4th century BCE, Further 
evidence is provided by the Nathan hoard and also the. 
Katra hoard. These hoard coins were associated with 
some of the rare 5.5g half Jatamóna specimens of 
Magadha which are the earliest local Janapada coins of 
Magadha. 

Such observations suggest that there existed a well 
developed coinage in India already at the time of 
Magadha's expansion-even if according to a revised 
dating of Buddha we had to correct the time of this 
expansion to a date around c. 400 BCE. As for the 
question of the origin of India's coins the evidence of 
the early Kabul valley coins and their influence on the 
early Indus valley coins make a date for the first Indian 
coins at about 500 BCE most likely. 
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JANAPADA 
SILVER COINS 


"The early non-imperial punchmarked coins (PMC) of 
India are conventionally regarded as Janapada issues, 
although such attributions are not free of doubt, 
However, at least in many cases а Janapada attribution 
may be a justified hypothesis, as the previously 
discussed evidence suggests well developed coinages 
in India already before the expansion of Magadha and 
an origin of India's first coins at about 500 Bf 

Janapadas are independent states of ancient India, 
of which the sixteen most important of the Gth/Sth 
century BCE are known as the Muhdjanapades, "They 
issued silver PMCs which can be distinguished by 
fabric, weight and symbology. The different classes are 
restricted to certain geographical areas with frequent 
concentration along India's waterways 

At least in some cases the carly local РМС: 
related to the territories of certain Janapadar. Among 
these carly states are Gandhara, Kuru, Paücila, 
Saurasena, Koéala, Shakya, Malla, Kasi, Vatsa, 
Magadha, Vanga, Kalinga, Sauris anti, 
Aéímaka, Kuntala, Andhra, Chedi, Vidarbha and 
others. When Magadha began to conquer first, its 
neighbouring states in the lower Ganges valley, and 
later most parts of India, the coin issues of the 
formerly independent states ceased one after the other, 

A valuable survey of the local silver PMCs with 
detailed listings of coin hoards and provenances had 
been presented by Dilip Rajgor (2001) and later by 
Mitchiner (2004). Specialised catalogues h: 
additionally been provided by scholars like Murphy 
(2001), van't Haaff (2004) and Hirano (2007) for the 
local PMCs of Kosala, Saurasena and Sauristura, and 
the 'Narhan types! from the Ghaghara-Gandak river 
region, respectively. 

New studies arc in preparation. Prashant Kulkarni 
is doing a catalogue of the four-punch Deccan PM 
SK. Bose and Noman Nasir are working on a Bengal 
coin type catalogue and Hardaker on a survey of all 
non-imperial silver PMCs. In view of the 
comprehensive material, which is and will be provided 
in these catalogues, it will suffice to illustrate а few 
representative specimens of each series here. 
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Local Kabul Valley Types: 
Chaman Hazouri Hoard 


Chaman Hazouri lies southeast of the center of 
Kabul. During house buildings in 1933 а pot was 
discovered at this place containing jewellery together 
with approximately 1000 coins, 127 of these coins 
found their way into the Kabul Museum, Between 
1992 and 1994 the museum was looted and the coins 
were stolen, 

“The Chaman Hazouri hoard contained bent-bars 
together with Greek and Persian coins and different 
locally produced Kabul valley coin types, some of 
them obviously inspired by Greek coin types (Curiel 
and Schlumberger, 1953), One Athenian tetradrachm 
in this hoard, suggests a ferminus post quem for its burial 
at around 380-360 BCE, In addition to the local Kabul 
valley types and the Gandháran bent-bars, it 
comprised Persian and Greck coins from Athens, 
Aegina, Macedonia, Thrace, Acanthus and Cyprus 
from the 6th century. throughout the whole of the 5th 
century until the hoard's burial in the 4th century BCE. 
Such a composition suggests an accumulation over a 
long time, 

"The locally produced Kabul valley coin types in 
the Chaman Hazouri hoard follow a local weight 
standard, which may be regarded as a local stater and 
its fractions, heavier for the animal design coins and 
lighter for the apparently later types with geometrical 
design. The devices of some of these coins appear to 
have been inspired by Greek protorypes. Of special 
importance in this context is a type which shows two 
bulls heads face to face on one side and a stag on the 
other. 


Fig. 6: Chaman Hazouri, Schlumberger type 23, 10.05g 


Osmund Bopearachchi was the first to have 
described this coin type correctly. Referring to these 
coins Bopearachchi (1995:55) noticed the similarity of 
the bulls! device with comparable devices on early 
clectrums of Lydia. He saw the two bulle design of the 
Kabul coins as being directly influenced either by 6th 
century Lydian electrum prototypes or by Sth century 
Lesbos coins. Contrary Cribb regarded any 
resemblance to such types as coincidence and held the 
view that the designs of the local Chaman Hazouri 


types had derived from Achaemenid art as locally 
created geometric or distorted animal steppe art types 
(see Cribb's footnote in Bopearachchi and W° Pieper, 
1998:9). 

However, further support for an influence from 
Asia Minor is provided by the obverse design and by 
the technique of manufacture of this coi 
local Kabul coin types as well. The stag is v 
in style to that on the electrum stater and its subtypes 
from Ephesos with the archaic Greek legend 
PHANOS ЕМІ SEIMA (1 am the badge of Phanes) 
dated to the carly 6th century BCE (DR. Sear 1979, 
type 3472). 


: Ephesos, courtesy CNG 66, 
no.446, ElTrite, 4.72g 


any other early Ionian coins this Ephesos 
type is die-struck on one side and punch-marked on 
the other, which applies also to some of the local 
Kabul coins. 


Fig. 8: Chaman Hazouri, Schlumberger type 19, 1.45 


Mitchiner (2004: 670-71) recently shared and 
substantiated the view that the local Kabul valley coins 
had typologically and technologically been influenced 
by archaic coins from western Asia Minor and that the 
available evidence most likely suggests a date of their 
origin at the end of the 6th century BCE, implying a 
probable date for the first Gandháran punch-marked 
types, which took their inspiration from certain Kabul 
types, at the early Sth century ВСЕ. The chronology is 
further supported by a local Kabul valley coin which 
according to Mitchiner (2004: 675) had been part of 
the Asyut hoard that had been buried in Egypt at about 
475 BCE. The accession of Xerxes took place in 486 
BCE. At about this time the Persian weight standard 
was introduced for the sigloi of the Achaemenid 
Empire and apparently also for its eastern satrapics. 
‘This is the time when the emission of the local Kabul 
valley coins, which may have started at about 520 BCE, 
came toan end (Mitchincr 2004: 671). 

From ће 127 coins of the Chaman Hazouti hoard, 
that had been published by Curicl and Schlumberger 


(1953), а representative sample of the local Kabul 
types was illustrated and described by Bopearachchi 
and Aman ur Rahman (1995) and recently by Mitchiner 
(2004), I'm grateful to Mitchiner for kindly having 
provided the images for the coins illustrated here, 


CATALOGUE 
001, AR, stater, 10.05g, 22mm. 


Obv: Stag standing right 
Rev: Two bull heads face to face 


(MATEC 2049; Bopearachchi and Ur Rahman 1; 
Schlumberger 23) 


002. AR, stater, 11.65g, 25mm. 


Obv: Wolf or dog to right arching its back 

Rev: Geometric design in square frame 
(MATEC 2048; Bopearachchi and Ur Rabman 3; 
Schlumberger 16) 


003. AR, stater, 11.0g. 


: Deer head reverted, sword-like object above 
: Floral design 
(Unpublished type, courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


004. AR, stater, 11.42g, 23x18mm. 


e@e 


Obv: Bird-like animal 
Rev: Two bulls' foreparts back to back 
(MATEC 2051; Schlumberger 18) 
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005. AR, stater, 11.1g, 21mm. 


Obv: Crowned animal to left 
Rev: Uncertain 
(MATEC 2054; Schlumberger 20) 


006. AR, stater, 9.3g, 21mm. 
A 


v: Animal to right, head reverted 
: Uncertain 
(MATEC 2056; Schlumberger 30) 


007. AR, stater,11.55g, 24x17mm. 


Obv: Insect in border of dots 

Rev: Crossed lines 
(MATEC 2053; Bopearachchi and Aman ur 
Rahman 4; Schlumberger 17) 


008. AR, stater, 11.4g, 24x18mm. 


Obv: Three punches: insect and two geometric 
designs 

Rev: Crossed lines 
(MATEC 2047; Bopearachchi and Ur Rabman 12; 
Schlumberger 19) 


009. AR, stater, 12.25g, 23mm. 
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star-like flower, crowned 
in 3rd punch. 


Obv: Three punches 
animal, uncer 

Rev: Uncertain 
(MATIEC2016; Bopearachchi and Ur Rahman 13; 
Seblumberger 15) 


010, AR, stater, 


0g, 18mm. 


Star-like flower 
Uncertain 
(МАТ:С 2058; Schlumberger 35) 


O11, AR, local Stater, 8.08g, 22mm. 


Curved lines around central circle 
= Stag's @) head to r. 
(MATEC 2052; Hirano 'M. Zakab board Пё) 


012. AR, local Stater, 9.70g, 22mm. 


Lattice with flower in center 
ike design 


Schlumberger 26) 
013. AR, local Stater, 8.95g, 22mm. 


Obv: Arrow heads towards central dot 

Rev: Gate-like design 
(MATEC 2064; Bopearachchi and Ur Rabman 8; 
Schlumberger 32) 


© (MATE 2062; Bepearachebi and Ur Rabman 10; 


Obv: Dot in square and additional arrow heads 
Rev: Gate-like design 
(MATIC2065; Bopearachebi and Ur Rabman 11; 
Schlumberger 38) 


015. AR, local Stater, 9.45g, 20mm, 


Crowned" circle and arrow heads 

Arrow head 

(MATEC 2067; Bopearachehi and Ur Rahman 6; 
Sehlumberger 29) 


016. AR, % local Stater, 4.65g, 16mm. 


= ‘Crowned’ circle and arrow heads 

Rev: Arrow head 
(MATEC 2071; Bopearachchi and Ur rabman 9: 
Schlumberger 37) 


017. AR, % local Stater, 2.8g, 17mm. 


Ом: Multi-radiate 'proto-Gandháran symbol 
Rev: Bird to left 
(MATIC 2061; Schlumberger 40) 


—————0000000.- 


Upper Indus Region: 
Gandhira - Taxila 


The ancient kingdom of Gandhára roughly comprised 
the regions west of the Indus from Kabul to Peshawar 
(Purushapura) with a main center at Charsadda 
(Pushkalavati) These regions were closely linked to the 
kingdom of Taxila east of the Indus and from about 


8 ВСЕ had been part of the Achaemenid Empire 
after the conquest of these territories by the Persian 
king Darius 1, With Alexander's conquest in са, 326 
BCE but at latest with Chandra 
region in 305 BC 
and its right for independ 

Evidei 
coins 
valle 


conquest of the. 
is independence 


nt coinage 

origin of the local Gandháran 
nd am inspiration from certain local Kabul 
Y types at about 500 BCE have been discussed in 
the first chapter, The first coins of the upper Indus 
valley are unifacely stamped ingots of silver which are 
widely known under the name 'bent-bars! À bar was 
cut from a sheet of silver and a broad geometric 
symbol from the same punch was applied on both 
ends of the heated silver bar leading to the typical bent 
shape. Adjustments of weight were frequently done by 
chiselling the corners. The Gandhiran symbol has six 
poles radiating from a circular center and each of the 
six poles is dividing a circle which is attached to 
Frequently there is a naked seventh pole with no 
atitsend. 

_ We have a full unit of 112g and its diverse 
fractions. The weight of the full unit, one ¿amina of 
11.2g, was possibly derived from the weight of the 
Persian double siplos and this weight was maintained, 
regardless if the bar was short and thick or long and 
thin. Half ¿amna bent-bars came to be known 
through the Bhir mound hoard which contained only 
опе such specimen (Rajgor, 2001: coin type 560). The 
extreme rarity of the half ¿amna indicates a very 
short time of issue. The most commonly encountered 
fraction on the other handis the 1 /Sth ална. 

In contrast to the bar types the round scyphate 
silver coin fractions have only one punch of the 
Gandhiran symbol. For the manufacture of these 
round coins in most cases a globule of molten metal 
was flattened and impressed with the punch, a 
technique leading to the scyphate, cup-like form of 
these coins, The round Gandhiran coins exist only as 
small denominations of which 1/4th, 1/8th and 
1/16th sataminas ате known. A rare variety with a 
weight of only 0.2g shows a simplified version of the 
Gandháran symbol with a solid centre around which 
are arranged only four of the divided circles. Fiv 
armed varieties of the 1/4th and 1/8th éafaminas have 
recently been published from a large hoard by A. 
Fishman (2010) and before by Mitchiner (MATEC, 
2075-2077). They circulated together with unstamped 
silver blanks and apparently belonged to the later 
phase of the series. 

"The Gandháran silver coins were an important 
and long-lasting trade coinage of the upper Indus 
region circulating westwards to the Kabul valley and 
eastwards to the Ganges valley. The use of copper 
currency was unknown in the early phase of Indian 


ce for a 
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ict which alone is reason enough to regard 
the copper bent-bars, many of them still showing 
traces of former silver coating, as contemporary 
forgeries imitating the silver епи раг, Such silver 
plated. bent-bars might have been the product of 
private individuals. but it is also possible that during a 
period of shortage of silver they had been 
manufactured by order of the state, Meanwhile several 
hoards of such bent-bar imitations have surfaced from 
ancient Gand red in a big 
wed in the Kauššmbi 


region in 1937. 
CATALOGUE 
Long, narrow bent-bars 


018. AR, one &atamána, 9.84g, 50x10mm, 


Obv: Gandharan symbol at cach end, floral 
countermark 

Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 2114; Rajgor 540) 


019. AR, one &матапа, 9.77g, 44x11mi 
Obv: Gandhian symbol at each end, but without 


countermark 
Rev: Blank 


Long, broader and more bent. bent-bars 


020. AR, onc &atamána, 11,32, 44x15mm. 


Obv: Gandharan symbol at cach end, floral 
countermark 

Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 20980) 
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021. AR, one śatamāna, 11.10g, 42x14mm. 


Obv: Gandháran symbol at each end, with one 


countermark 
Rev: Blank 
(the cin is straightened) 


Short flan thick bent-bars 
022. AR, one satamána, 1.106. 


Obv: Gandhiran symbol at each end. 
Rev: Blank 

(MATEC 20789) 
023. AR, one gatamana, 11.20g. 


Obv: Gandharan symbol at each end, with some 
countermarks 


Rev: Blank 


024. AR copper plated, one ёакатапа, 11.30g, 
25x12mm. 


Obv: Gandháran symbol at each end, with some 
countermarks 
Rev: Blank 


Weight reduced bar with 'Taxila symbol" 
countermark 


025. AR, one gatamana, 7.44g, 35x9mm. 


Obv: Gandháran symbol at each end with Taxila. 
symbol countermark 
Rev: Blank 


(MATIEC 2167-2170: this special countermark may 
suggest a continued cirenlation in Mantyan times 
according to Mitchiner) 


Fractions with six-armed Gandharan symbol 


026. AR, 1/2 satamana, 5.69g,17mm. 


Obv: Six armed Gandharan symbol 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


027. AR plated copper coin, 1/4th gatamana, 
2.10g, 14x9mm. 


Obv: Six armed Gandharan symbol 
© Blank 


Rev 
028. AR, 1/8th &atamána, 1.40g, 16mm. 


ӘӘ 


Obv: Six armed Gandháran symbol 
Rev: Blank 


029. AR, 1/16th éatamána, 0.72g,12mm. 


ee 


Obv: Six armed Gandhiran symbol 
Rev: Blank 


Fractions with four-armed Gandháran symbol 


030. AR, 1/32th Satamana, 


63 


Obv: Four armed Gandháran symbol 
Rev: Blank 
(Rajgor 579a:MATIEC 2164, exremely rare variety) 


031. Billon, 0.22g, 9mm 


BO 


35g, 9mm. 


Obv: Four armed Gandhiran symbol 
а vith 
trident like device, 7 У WIR open 
Rev: Blank 


(A group of these appeared in trade some years ago) 
Fractions with five-armed Gandharan symbol 
032. AR, 1/4th šatamana, 2.58g, 13mm. 


Obv: Five armed Gandhiran symbol 
Rev: Blank 


(From a recent Taxila board, A. Fishman: 2010). 
033. AR, 1/4th šatamana, 2.65g. 


© 


Obv: Five armed Gandháran symbol with no dot in 
centre 
Rev: Blank 


034. AR copper plated, 1/8th &atamána, 1.10g, 
12mm. 


e 
F 


: Five armed Gandháran symbol with five 
naked poles between the five circles bearing 
the poles. 

Rev: Blank 


0000000----—-—-— 


Indo-Nepal Border 
Region: Narhan Series 


‘The irregularly cut squarish silver planchets of this 
series are unifacely punched usually with one main 
official symbol (only sometimes there is a second 
official symbol) which in most cases is boldly placed 
and deeply impressed in the centre of the coin. 
Frequently the central punch is surrounded by a 
number of small unofficial marks which were applied 
later during the сойуз circulation. Although the first 


coin of this type was reported as early as 1934, these 
coins became better known not until the last two 
decades when such important hoards as those from 
Lumbini (Muzaffarpur), Nathan, Gorakpur, Katra, 
Uziarphat and Ayodhya turned up. Inspite of the 
different findspots the general term 'Narhan type coin’ 
is now widely used among numismatists. 
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Rajgor (2001: types 522-539) presented the first 
comprehensive survey of these coins regarding them 
as issues of the ancient Shakya Janapada which had its 
capital at Kapilavastu. A series of related coins which 
had surfaced іп a hoard not far from Ayodhya was 
listed separately by Rajgor (2001: types 1232-1245) 
under the heading ‘Ayodhya coins. The latest and 
most specialized study of these archaic Ghaghara- 
Gandak river region coins has been done by Shinji 
Hirano (2007) who treated the Narhan and the 
Ayodhya hoard types as belonging to one series. 
Hirano classified these coins into four different series: 
series I consisting of double Aarsapanas of about 7g 
weight, series П- IV having coins of about 4.8-5.5gand 
thus probably following the flamina weight standard. 

If one wanted to relate the findspots of these 
coins to the ancient Janapadas several candidates would 
be possible issuers: Shakyas, Licchavis, Mallas, Kofalas 
and Koliyas. Hirano's study reveals that the circulation 
of the éarsdpanas had been rather cast and that of the 
Jataminas rather west of the Ghaghara river. 

Hoard association with the early half шатта 
coins of Magadha Janapada (Gupta & Hardekar [GH] 
series 0) provides the most valuable hint with regard to 
the chronology. Most relevant here is the Nathan 
hoard (district Gorakhpur, U.P) and the Katra hoard 
(Muzaffarpur district, Bihar). Other Nathan type coins 
which turned up at Uziarphat and Vaiéali were 
associated with Magadha GH series I coins and with 
early Kofala coins. 


CATALOGUE 
Double Кагуарапав (Hirano series I) 
035. AR, 7.10g, 32x12mm 


Obv: Pentagonal symbol with bankers! marks 
Rev: Blank 


(Hirano 1.834 this coin; Rajgor 530) 
036. AR, 7.02g, 22x20mm 


Obv: Pentagonal symbol with a secondary mark 
Rev: Blank 
(Hirano 1.8-35 this coin; Rajgor 529) 
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037. 


Obv: 


Rev 


038. 


Oby 
Rev: 


039. 
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AR, 7.05g 


Starlike pentagon with bankers! marks 
Blank 
(Hirano 1.10) 


AR, 7.03g, 24x15mm 


Curvilinear symbol with bankers’ marks. 
Blank 


(Hirano 1.17; Rajgor 533) 
AR, 7.12g, 25x23mm 


luman shaped curvilinear symbol and 
banker's marks 


ev: Blank 
. AR, 6.75g, 27xlámm 


v: Four crescents around dot inside circle with 


banker's marks 


: Blank 


(Hirano 1.27) 


. AR, 715g 


Obs: 


Rev: 


042. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


043. 


As on no. 040, with an elephant as a secondary 
mark), and bankers’ marks $ 
Blank 

(Hirano 1.27) 


AR, 6.95g- 


Five crescents around dot with bankers! marks 
Blank 
(Hirano 1.23) 


AR, 7.0. 


: Septagonal symbol with seven bars around all 


enclosed in circle, bankers’ marks 


: Blank 


(Hirano 1.33) 


. AR, 6.90g 


v: As no. 043 with bull as a secondary mark, with 


bankers’ mark 


: Blank 


Cross symbol with four dots around square 
center with bankers' marks, among them a crab 


: Blank 


(Hirano 1.29) 


оь 


Rev: 


Half 


048. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


049. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


050. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


051. 


As no. 045 but with different bankers! marks 
Blank 


. AR, 7.00g,, 24xlómm 


Four spoked wheel with dots between its 
spokes and bankers! marks 

Blank 

(Hirano 1.31, this coin) 

Satamánas (Hirano series II-IV) 


Half éatamana, 5.43g 


Irregular lines around central dot 
Blank 


(Hirano 11.6/ courtesy Album anction 178963) 
AR, 5.5g 


Four-tridents-in-crescents-around-dot with 
bankers’ marks 

Blank 

(Hirano 11,18 this coin) 


AR, 4.94g (broken) 


Da 


Four-crescents with dot-around-dotted circle 
Blank 
(Hirano 11.19 this coin) 


AR, 5.04g 


The Punchmarked Coins 17 


Obv: Sis-crescents with dot around dot, sun as 
secondary mark and bankers! marks 

Rev: Blank 
(Hirano 111.2, tbis coin] conrtesy Shinji Hirano) 


Obv: Five crescents-alternating-with- five bars- 
around-dot, wheel as secondary mark 
Rev: Blank 
(Hirano 111.5 this coin] courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


053. AR, Ayodhya, 4.83g 


Obv: Six crescents around central dot with bull as 
secondary mark 

Rev: Blank 
(Hirano 1V-2/ courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


054. AR, Ayodhya, 5.12g 


Obv: Three crescents-alternating-with- three grains- 
around-dot, flower as secondary mark 

Rey: Blank 
(Hirano 1V.3,this coin] courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


055. AR, Ayodhya, 5.16g 


Obv: "Three Welike lines around central dot with 
wheel as secondary mark 

Rev: Blank 
(Hirano series 1171.1] courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


—————0000000—————— 
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Kasi (с. 450-400 BCE) 


Between Magadha and Kosala, on the territories of 
modern Banares district, lay another powerful 
kingdom, the Кий Janapada, which according to literary 


itself had lost its independ 
century BCE coins are broad, concavely shaped fou 
symbol PMCs with main findspots at Varanasi, 
Bhabua and Jaunpur, The characteristic symbol, the 
‘Kasi symbol’, looks like a whorl consisting of four 


odd and rwo identical ones, 

‘The Kasi PMCs are separated by Rajgor (2001) 
into two di n independent Katî coinage 
comprising an earlier series of heavy coins of more 
than óg weight together with some subsidiary 
denominations, and а later series of 4.8g weight 
regarded by him as a vassal state coinage issued while 
Kasi had been under Kosala overlordship. This later 
series comprises also those coins on which the 'Košala- 
symbol’ appears in association with the 'Kasi-symbol" 
Mitchiner (2004: 762-774) distinguishes the series 
according to local features into the broad, thin 
Varanasi types, the somewhat more compact northern 
Jaunpur types and the thick south-eastern Bhabua 
types. Mitchiner's chronology 460-400 BCE for the 
series appears to be comprehensible. The earliest types 
have only two punches and comparable to other early 
local punchmarked coins smaller fractions exist, 


CATALOGUE 
Varanasi Type 
056. AR, 8.3g, 37x22mm 


Obv: “Two different floral punches 


Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 2225, this coin) 
057. AR, 2.10g 


Obs: Floral design 
Rev: Blank 
(Hirano 1999-2000, та.3/ courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


058. AR, 0.41g, 10mm 


ү: Floral design 
: Blank 
(МАТЕС 2227, this coin) 


059. AR, 5.91g, 25mm 


Obv: Two eight rayed symbols, two whorl symbols, 
additional bankers’ mark 

Bankers! mark arrow 

(МАС? 3820; Rajgor 660; MATE: 
Jaunpur Type 


060. AR, , 4.10g, 24mm 


Rev 


2234) 


Obv: Two whorls, two sun-like whorls and numerous 
bankers! marks 


(MATEC 2347, courtesy Björn Abels) 
Bhabua Type 
061. AR, 5.06g 


Obv: Two different whorls , two sun symbols 
Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 2306 var. [ courtesy Album auction 17, 
0.975) 
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Map 1: The Janapadas. 
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062. AR, 5.12g 


Obv: Two different whorls, two small geometric 
symbols 

Rev: Blank 
(М. 
0512) 


063. AR, 5.24g (weight standard) 


2308/ courtesy Todywulla Budget sale 


Quos 
Cari 


Obv: Two whorls, two small swastikas 
Blank 
(MATEC 2317; courtesy Hardaker) 


——— ooo... 
Kosala (c. 450-380 BCE) 


Kofala was one of the most powerful Ganges valley 
kingdoms of the 6th century BCE and the most 
serious rival of its south-eastern neighbour Magadha. 
Kofala's silver coins are stamped with four punches, 
arranged according the pattern AABB or ААВС. The 
earlier coins weigh between 4.2g and 4.8g and are of a 
larger size than the later types, which show 
progressively smaller and thicker planchets of 
decreasing weight down to about 2.0 -3.0g, 

The characteristic symbol on the local PMCs of 
Koala is the '35-symbo/, an arrangement of three S- 
like lines around a central pellet. Many Koéala coins 
show a badly damaged obverse design due to countless 
test marks applied to the reverse during the time of the 
coin's circulation. 

Hardaker (1992) studied the Kosala coins in depth 
and presented a catalogue comprising as much as 88 
Kosala coin types. Based on Hardaker's study Murphy 
(2001) continued and expanded the work on the series. 
Assuming the later date of Buddha to be the correct 
one, Kosala was conquered by Magadha at about 400 
BCE or somewhat later. As Hardaker has shown 


(1992: 8), this was the time when Magadha started its 
series 1 coinage. 


CATALOGUE 
064. АБ, 4.66р, 24mm 


D 


Obv: "Two sun symbols and two whorls 
Rev: Bankers! marks 
(Murphy 1.5.2.1; Rajgor753) 


065. AR, 4.69g,23x22mm 


Oby: 


[wo '3 S-symbols!, two 'whorls' and bankers" 
marks 

Rev: Blank 
(Murphy 1.4.15.1; Rajgor779) 


066. AR, 4.70g, 24mm 


Obv: Two'38-symbol'and two different whorls 
Rev: Bankers! marks 
(Murphy 11.8.3.1) 


067. AR,4.56g, 25mm. 


Obv: Two 'combs!, one whorl, '5 arrows pointing 
to central circle" 
Rev: Scorpion 


(Murphy 11.13.1.1; Rajgor900) 
068. AR,4.30g, 24mm 


wo '3S-symbols' one whorl and one hare 
п Blank 


(Murphy 11. 18.1.2 соне: Björn Abels) 
069. AR,3.75g,23mm 


90 


wo hares, one whorl anda sun 
Blank 


(Murphy 11.23.1.1) 
070. AR, 4.26g,24x20mm 


38 symbol’, elephant to right, star, whorl 
Banker's mark 


(Murphy series Ш) 
071. AR,4.09g, 17x13mm 


38 symbol’, star, whorl and three lobed symbol 
: Bankers! marks 
(MATEC 2470rar) 


072. AR, 4.0g, 18mm 


Obv: '3 S symbol’, six-armed symbol, fish and taurine, 
geometric symbol 

Rev: Blank 
(Murphy HI. 1.1) 


073. AR,2.60g, 16mm 
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Obs: '3S symbol, ‘taurine in shield’, elephant to right, 
"fork and taurines’ 

Rev: Wornundertype 
(Murply lla 12.3) 


074. AR,2.47g,20x16mm 
"3 S symbol’, elephant to left, taurinc in shield’, 
'two arrows and two crescents’ 


Rev: Blank 
(Murphy Me 1.3.2) 


075. AR, 2.58g,20x16mm_ 


Obv: One'3S-symbol', one ‘taurine in. shield’, and one 
spiral symbol circle above crescent" 
Rev: Banker's marks 


(Murphy Шс1.5.5) 
076. AR,2,78g, 18mm 


Obv: '3 S-symbof', taurine in shield’, elephant to 
right, chakra 
Rev: Blank 


077. AR,3.02g 


Obv: Indistinct design, parts of '3S-symbol' visible 
Rev: Numerous bankers' marks 
(Courtesy Rajgor Auction 2184) 
Many Кейш coins hare such a damaged obverse design 
due to numerous bankers! marks on reverse. 
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Košala Related (ca. 450 BCE) 


First published by Sharad Sharma and Badri Prasad 
Verma (2012-13) and later by Hardaker (2014) this new 
4.5g AABB type appeared asa part of a hoard of about 
300 specimens in some varicties. In principle the two 
symbols, repeated twice, arc a 6-armed 'whorl and '3 
Omegas around a central triangle’, The reverse mostly 
has banker's marks. The findspot of the hoard is not 
їп, but weight standard and typology suggest a 
Kosala related middle Ganges valley origin. 


CATALOGUE 
078. AR, 4.45g, 25mm 


Obv: Two ‘whorls, two '3 Omegas around triangle" 
Rev: Three geometric banker's marks 


ee 


Bengal/Ganges Delta 
(ca. 380-350 BCE) 


This series is known as a local coinage of Bengal In 
weight standard and the use of four punches it is 
related to the four-punch coins of the Deccan while 
the common use of sun and six-armed symbol implies 
alinkage to the Magadha coinage. 

‘The so-called Manipur hoard of 1971, which, in 
fact, quite clearly must have originated from Bengal, 
had about 60 coins, of which nine were published by 
Valdettaro that were in his collection. Rajgor (2001: 
types 33-39) listed these coins as Vanga Janapada issues. 
Recently Hardaker (2014:138-40) catalogued the series 
as ‘vassal state! issues contemporary with the later 
phase of Magadha series 1 karsápanas. This would 
place the series into the first part of the 4th century 
ВСЕ. The most detailled study of the series has 
recently been done by Bose and Nasir (2016) who 
kindly provided images of the illustrated coins in the 
catalogue. 

Bose and Nasir distinguish three groups of the 
local Bengal PMCs: the main group from Wari- 
Bateshwar (WBP) region, a second group from 
Mahasthangarh (МОР) in North Bengal and the 
copper-billon ship types from Chandraketugarh which 
are later and much more prolific than the rare local 
silver coins. 


CATALOGUE 
079. AR, half karsapana, 1.7g 


Rev: Blank 
(Bose and Nasir MGP1.4, this coin) 
080. AR, half karsapana, 1.9g 


Obv: Six armed-symbol, sun, wheel, plough 
Rev: Blank 

(Bose and Nasir MGP1.2, this coin) 
081. AR, half karsapana, 1.7g 


Ob: Six armed-symbol, sun, six-dots-in-square, 


п е же ma š 


(Bose and Nasir МЄР1.7, this coin) 
082. AR, half karsapana, 1.9g 


Obv: Six armed-symbol, sun, bird, whorl 
Rev: Worn undertype 
(Bose and Nasir MGP2,, this coin) 


083. AR, half karsipana, 1.8g 


Obv: Six armed-symbol, sun, bird, taurine 
Rev: Worn under 
(GH 264/15а/ courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


084. AR, half Кагуараа, 1.7g 


Obv: Six armed-symbol, sun, Ыга, boat 
Rev: Blank 


(Bote and Nasir WBPI A, this coin] GH 264/74) 
085. AR, half karsapana, 1.81g 


Obv: Six-armed-symbol, sun, cross, fish 
Rev: Fish 


(Courtesy Album auction 2081104) 
086. AR, half karsapana, 1.7; 


Obv: Six-armed-symbol, sun, fish-on-hook, 
elephant 

Rev: Blank 
(Bore and Nasir WBP3B, this coin GH 264/82) 


087. AR, half karspana, 1.7g 


24 
Obv: Six-armed-symbol, sun, elephant, taurine 


Rev: Blank 
(Bose and Nasir WBP4, this coin) 


088, AR, half karsapana, 1.9 


Obv: Six-armed-symbol, sun, fish, shrim 
Rev: Old undertype 
(Bose and Nasir WBPSB, this coin] GH264-11A) 
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089. AR, half kargápaga, 1.9g 


Obv: Six-armed symbol, sun, fish, branch 
Rev: Blank 
(Bose and Nasir WBP6, this coin) 


090. AR, half karsapana, 1.9g 


CIS 


Obv: Six-armed-symbol, sun, plant, hook 
Rev: Blank 
(Bose and Nasir WBP7, this coin) 


091. AR, half karyápana, 1.8g 


Obv: Six-armed-symbol, sun, fish, elephant 
Rev: Blank 
(Bose and Nasir WBPI0, this coin) 


092. AR, half karşûpana, 2.0g 


Obv: Six-armed-symbol, sun, cat, bird-on-arrow 
4*9 vn 


Rev: Blank 
(Bose and Nasir WBP11) 


0000000... 
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Madhya Pradesh 
(ca. 400-350 BCE) 


Son and Chambal Valley 


These coins are close to the karsipana standard. Three 
local series can be distinguished: two from the middle 
and upper Son valley of eastern MP and one from the 
Ujjain region in western MP. At about 350 BCE or 
somewhat later, with Nanda conquest of most parts 
of Northern India, the: 

The middle Son series with repeated finds in the 
Sidhi district is characterized by a'scorpion punch’. Of 
the three other punches two are identical and 
frequently show a bird. Referring to a hoard from 
Allahabad Rajgor (2001) listed these coins as issues of 
the Vatsa Janapada. Mitchiner (2004) discussed the 
series afresh. He regards Košala types countermarked 
with a scorpion, as they are known from a hoard in the 
Patna Museum, as the earliest coins of the Sidhi series, 
soon to be followed by the four-punch Sidhi coins, the 
weight standard of which he sees derived from the late 
Kosala standard of 3.37g 

A related ABCC series of four-punch coins is 
characterized by the use of a design looking like a 
candelabrum or a five-pronged fork. Typical coins, 
known as 3.4gand 1 7g issuesas well, would thus show 
the five-pronged fork, an elephant or sometimes a bull 
and a pair of wheels or blossoms. Rajgor referred to 
the half karsápana from the Patna Museum, Mitchiner 
to kargdpanas from the Goenka collection and to the 
Shahdol hoard from Bargama village. When 
publishing the part of the Shahdol hoard available for 
study S. Sharma and B.P. Verma (2001-2: 1-24) also 
contested the attribution of the five-pronged fork 
types to Orissa and emphasized the close relationship 
of that series with the scorpion types of the Sidhi 
region. Thusif one liked to attribute these coins to one 
of the ancient Janapadas, it should rather be Vatsa and 
not Kalinga, 

The Ujjain-Nagda-Indore series is principally 
known from the Nagda hoard which contained fifty of 
these coins. Rajgor's (2001: types 430-450) specimens, 
listed as Агаш Janapada issues, have all Марда hoard 
provenances. They all have weights according to the 
3.4g standard and are punched according to the ABCD 
pattern with four different symbols: clephant, bull and 
circular geometric patterns are dominant. 


ries ended. 


CATALOGUE. 


Upper Son River Shahdol hoard types 
093. AR, 3.09g, 23mm 


Fork, bull, two 'six-crescents-around-circle* 
Bankers! mark 


094. AR, 3.44g, 23mm 


Fork, elephant, two dogs and fish 
: Blank 


. AR, 3.35g, 22mm 


Oby: Fork, elephant, two six-armed-symbol 
Rev: Bankers! marks 


096. AR, 3.23g 


Fork, elephant, two turtles 
Blank 
(Courtesy Album Auction 178967) 


097. AR, 3.36g 


Obv: Fork, elephant, two crescents-and-dots- 
around-circle 


Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


098. AR, 3.23g 


Fork, elephant, two whorls 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Album Auction 178972) 
Middle Son river, Sidhi region types 
099. AR, 3.28g 


Obv: Scorpion and taurine, elephant, sun, six- 
armed-symbol 
Rev: Blank 


100. AR, 3.4g 


Obv: Scorpion and chakra, elephant right, two 
‘geometric symbols 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


101. AR, 3.358 


Obv: Scorpion and dot-in-crescent, plough, two 
wheels 
Rev: Blank 
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102. 


Obv: Scorpion and circle, srivatsa, two birds 
Rev: Blank 
(Rajgor 1214/ courtesy Album Auction 1441103) 


103. 


Elephant, dot-in-crescent, two flower symbols 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Praveen Emmanuel) 


Obv: Elephant, dot-in-crescent, flower, three 
S-symbol 
Rev: Bankers! marks 
(Courtesy Todywalla Auction 85841) 
Ujjain region series 


105. AR, 3.50g, 28x33mm 


Obv: Elephant, two-yokcd-bulls, two geometric 
designs 

Rev: Worn undertype (restruck coin) 
(MATEC 3681 this coin) 


106. AR, 25x23mm 
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Obx: Elephant, Five-triskeles-around-dot, two 
geometric designs 
Rev: Blank 


(MATIC 3682, this coin) 
107. AR, 25x20mm 


О 


lephant, bull, three-omega-symbol, 
crescents and dots 
Rev; Large elephant punch 

(MATIC 3685, this cin; Johri collection) 


108. AR, 3.30g, 22x17mm_ 


Obv: Elephant, bull, taurine, quartered square 
Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 3687, this min) 


Betwa River: Erich (ca. 350 BCE) 


‘This local silver punchmarked series with an average 
weight of 1.7g was first published by S. Sharma and 
B.P. Verma (1998) with specimens from the Raath 
Hoard, District Hamirpur, U.P. An unusual feature, 
not found on other four. punch coins, is the ABBB 
pattern. for example one ‘bow and arrow’ punch and 
three identical flower punches. The "bow and arrow’ is 
a characteristic coin design which is widely used also 
on the post-Mauryan coinages of the Betwa River 
region in the territories of ancient Erich. Some of the 
images published by Mitchiner (2004: 939-940) are 
illustrated here with his kind permission. As for 
comparable coinages the issue of this series probably 
ceased at about 350 BCE with Magadha expansion 
under Nanda rule. 


CATALOGUE 
Rath Hoard Type 
109. AR, 16x14mm 


Bow and arrow, three six-petalled-flawers 
Bankers’ mark 
(МАТЕС 3743, this coin) 


110. AR, 17x14mm 


Obv: Bow and arrow, three triskeles 
Rev: Blank 


(MATEC 3753, this coin) 
11. AR, 15x14mm_ 


Obv: Bow and arrow, three linear patterns 
Rev: bankers! mark 
(MATIC 3754, this coin) 


112. AR, 18x12mm 


Obv: Circle and three arrows, thre 
Ujiain-symbols? 

Rev: Blank 
(MATIC 3755, tis vin) 


113, AR, 1.74g 


Obv: ‘Three petalled-flowers and fish-a 
circular centre 

Rev: Bankers’ mark 
(Courtesy Тафта Auction 754818) 


ound 


1M. AR, 1.4g 


өө 


Obv: Six-petalled-flower, three '3-S-symbols’ 
Rev: Bankers! mark I 


(Courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


DECCAN LOCAL 
PUNCHMARKED SILVER 
COINS 


Finds of Deccan silver PMCs are concentrated along 
the great river courses of Maharashtra and 
Chhattisgarh. Two principal different series exist: one, 
the archaic 'pulley types' which are restricted to the Wai 
region of the upper Кубай valley; and the second, 
different local classes of the low weight 'four-punch 
types’. The series of the latter are frequently 
distinguishable by characteristic local matks. 

‘The heavy ‘pulley type’ unit, of which fractions 
exist, corresponds to a double karşapana. Most of the 
"four punch types’ weigh between 1.4g and 1.7g Thus 
at least some of them could be regarded as half 
karşipanas while others follow the local standards. 

Mitchiner (2004: 980) emphasized that the huge 
Shingavaram hoard is the only pre-Mauryan coin 
hoard from the Godavari- Krisna delta region. These 
hoard coins have no characteristic local mark in 
common and it is not clear whether they were locally 
produced coins inspired by some other Deccan coin 
types or whether they simply represent a mixture of 
different Deccan coins. 


Wai Region (ca. 450-350 BCE) 


Hoards of this type were reported by Oliver 
Codrington (1876), Mitchiner (1973A: 79; 2004: 966) 
and Rajgor (2001: 88), Based on the find spots Rajgor 
regarded the pulley types as Knntala Janapada coins. 
Apart from the double aypana, half and quarter 
‘pulley’ units and also a tiny 0.5g fraction exist. Some 
rare ‘archaic taurine types’ have been reported in the 
Wai series which appear to be earlier than the coins 
with the ‘pulley’ design. Parallels to the north Indian 
bent-bar and 'Nathan type’ coinages make the origin 
of the Wai series at about 450 Bt 
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CATALOGUE 
Multi Lobed Symbol 
115. AR, ¢.7g, 18x16mm 


Obv: Multi-lobed symbol 
Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 3876 ; Rajgor498/Sultanpur hoard) 


Taurine Type 
116. AR,7.Mg 


Obv: Taurine symbol 
Rev: Blank 
(MATEC3875) 


117. AR, 6.50g, 18x15mm_ 


Obv: Taurine symbol 
Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 3877; Rajgor 499) 


118. AR, 2.9g, I3xllmm 


Taurine symbol 
Blank. 
(MATIC 3878 ; Goenka)) 


Pulley Type 
119. 6.59g 


өӨ 
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3879; Rajeor 500; courtesy Classical 
Numismatic Gallery 1681) 


120. AR, 6.59g, 21mm 


Pulley symbol’ + triskeles 
: Blank 
(Rajgor 505;MATEC 3898) 


121. AR, % unit, 3.15g 


3886/ courtesy Album auction 178984) 
. AR rm 

Obv: "Pulley symbol" 

Rev: Blank 


(MATEC 3893; Rajgor 520/ courtesy Classical 
Numismatic Gallery 1681) 


123. AR, 1/8 unit 0.83g 


ӨӨ 


Obv: "Pulley symbol” 
Rey: Blank 


Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 1681 
— 0000000... 


Four Punch Series 
(ca.350-260 BCE) 


Upper Godavari River Series 


A prominent series of the four-punch type, the Upper 
Godavari series is known from hoards found in Nasik, 
Nanded and Junnar regions. According to their 
findspots they could have been issued by the ancient 
Aimaka Janapada. Their general pattern is ABCC 
(A=clephant, B='fishbone' like tree, CC=pair of two 
identical symbols or animals), the 'fishbone' tree being 
the characteristic punch. For references see Amol 
Bankar (2011), Rajgor (2001) and Mitchiner (2004). 


CATALOGUE 
124. AR, 1.49g, 15x13mm 


Obv: Elephant, tree, two dogs and a small fish 
Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 3924;Rajgor 487) 


125. AR, 1.59g, 16x12mm 


Obv: Elephant to left, tree, two 'triskeles and a fish 
around taurine’ 

Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 3909 вап) 


126. AR, 1.54g, 15x15mm 


Obv: Elephant to left, tree, two flowers 
Rev: Blank 

(MATEC 3915; Bankar 20) 
127. АВ, 1.55р, 15x15mm. 


Obv: Elephant to left, tree, two taurines and circles 
„тес, 
eis ines and circles 


128. AR, 1.56g 


Elephant to left, tree, two '3 bulls around 
circle" 


Rev: Blank 
(Bankar 9/ courtesy Album auction 1411053) 


129. AR, 1.56g 


Obv: Elephant, tree, two "Э circles and 3 crescents 
around triangular center" 

Rev: Blank 
(MATEC3922; courtesy Album 1481054) 


130. AR, 1.56g 


Obv: Elephant left, tree, two six petalled flowers 
Rev: Blank 
(MATEC3921; courtesy Album 1481055) 


131. AR, 1.58g 


Obv: Elephant to left, tree, two six-armed symbols 
Rev: Blank 
(Bankar 9; courtesy KK. Maheshwari) 


‘The Punchmarked Coins 29 


Obv: Elephant to left, tree, two 'six crescents around 
circle" 

Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 3926) 


Vidarbha/Vainganga River Series 
Vainganga River Type 


Another important series of four-punch coins is from 
the Vainganga River region in eastern Maharashtra, 
The punch pattern of these coins is usually also 
ABCC. Prashant Kulkarni (2004) was the first to 
propose an attribution of these coins to Vidarbha 
Janapada. Before that they had been listed under diverse 
classifications such as Andhra, Aémaka or Kalinga. 


CATALOGUE 
133. AR, 1.74g, 18x11mm 


Obv: Elephant, taurine and annulets, two double 
triskeles. 
Rev : Blank 


Obv: Elephant, turtle, two ‘crescents and dots 
around circle" 
Several undistinguishable punches. 


135. AR, 1.67g, 17x16mm 


Obv: As on 134 but clephant to right. 
Rev: Ason 134 


Rev: 


Oy: 
Rev: Ason 134 

(Courtesy Album auction 1711000) 
137, 


lephant to left, boat-like symbol and circles 
around, two pair of fish in circle 
Rev: ОМ under type 

(Courtesy Kamal Vaid) 


138. AR, 1.7g 


lephant to right, crescent and dots, two 
pellets around circle 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 5#270) 
139. AR, 1.72g 


int to left, bull, two ‘star in dotted 
border 


Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 1882) 


Elephant to left, bull to right, two flowers 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 1881) 


Vidarbha 
CATALOGUE 
141. AR, 171g, I2xHmm 


Obv: 


-phant to left, tree, two '3 circles alternating, 
with wedges? 
Rev: Blank 

(Shingararam board type) 


342. AR, 1.78 


Obv: Elephant to right, tree, two star-like symbols 
: Blank 


(Courtesy Shinji Hirano) 
343. AR, 1.62g, 19x15mm 


lephant to right, tree, six-circles-around.a- 
circle, four-crescents-around-dot 
Rev: Blank 


(Chhindarawa) 
144. AR, 1.70g 


Obv: 


phant to left, ‘winged anchor’, two 
geometric symbols 
Rev: Blank 

(Courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


145. 


Ом: 


Horse to left, elephant to right, two taurine 
and dots-around-8-shaped-center 

Rev: Blank 

Courtesy 


inji Hirano 
146. 


Obv: Dog, horse, two triskeles 
Rev: Blank 
Courtesy Oswal auction 58#2 


Umrer Hoard Types 


Of 102 four-punch coins surfaced in 2005 in Nagpur 
district of eastern Maharashtra on the bank of River 
Aamb, a tributary of the Vainganga, Avinash Ramteke 
(2006) classified 12 main types of ABCD punch 
patterns, all of them having the elephant, most of 
them toleftand a pair of bulls yoked toa plough. 


CATALOGUE 
147. AR, 1.28g, 17x13mm_ 


Obv: Elephant to left, elephant-triskelis, rwo-yoked- 
bulls 

Rev: Blank 
(ICS-NL 40, Ramteke ppe 14) 


148. AR, 1.19g 


Obv: Elephant, 2-yoked-bulls, 8-armed symbol, 
“Taurine and crescents and circle 

Rev: Blank , 
(ICS-NL. 40, Ramteke type B.3/ courtesy Todywalla 
auction 94812) 
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149. 


Obv: Elephant to left, taurine, two-yoked-bulls to 
left, fish-tank 

Rev: Blank 
(Ramteke type K.16/ courtesy Todywalla auction 
94813) 


150. AR, 123g 


lephant to left, taurine, two-yoked-bulls to 
right, fish-tank 

Rev: Blank 
(Ramteke K.12/ courtesy Todywalla auction 04814) 


151. AR, 1.2g 


: Elephant to left, rwo-yoked-bulls, taurinc-in 
square, cight-armed-symbol 

Rev: Blank 
(Ramteke type ^A] courtesy Classical Numismatic 
Galley 382) 


152, 


lephant, two-yoked-bulls, cross, basket 
Blank 


(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 3881) 
Upper Mahanadi Type 


‘The most prominent symbol of the four.punch coins 
from the Upper Mahanadi River region of southern 
MP and western Odisha is the ‘eye symbol! and the 
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ds the 


wo bulls yoked to plough! Mitchiner reg 
significant weight differences of the coins of this 
series varying between LI and Lg, as а resul 
different chronology within the same series, the 
heavier specimens being earlier and the lighter b 
liter issues. Heavier specimens are 
represented in the Sonepur State Treasury, whereas the 
Dhpewirà Hoard contained specimens of lighter 
weight, In view of the large distance of 250 kms. 
between both localities Kulkarni (2004: 40-45) 
proposed two different issuers in spite of the close 
typological link. 


CATALOGUE 
153. AR, 1. 


AT 


22x10mm 


Ob: Elephant to left, bull to left, ‘eye-symbol’, two. 
yoked bulls 

Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 3949; Kulkarni 2004, Gonadia board 


пре 2) 


Upper Tapti River Series 


"This is another local restricted series, known from a 
1999 hoard discovered near Betul. The upper Tapti 
valley is linked to the north via the Vainganga valley. An 
elephant, a taurine-in-square and a pair of triskeles is the. 
characteristic four-punch design found on these coins 


CATALOGUE 
154. AR, 147g, 17mm 


Obv: Elephant |, taurine-i 
dots-around 

Rev. Blank 
(MATEC 3957) 


155. AR, possibly Upper Tapti type, 1.30g 


square, 2x triskeles-with- 


Obv: Dog to right, taurine-in-square, two triskeles 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Shinji Hirano) 
—————0000000-—.——— 


Single Punch Silver Coins of 
Northern India, 
са. 350-300 BCE 


c low weight coins with a peak around 1.7g 
are known particularly from the 
anges region: the 'Babyal hoard series! from 
Haryana, local Bijnor district types and local types 
fr ч Канаты. 

у close to the Pañcala coins are similar 
issues from th ¢ region of western 
Мам es of its own, with thinner flans, different 
designs and of later date, is that from. Saurishtra, The 
appearance of the Agra coins with their deeply incused 
dic is perhaps closest to a punchmarked coin, the 
others could as well be labelled as single-die struck 


coins. 
"Babyal Hoard Types! (possibly Kuru) 


Specimens of the so-called 'Babyal hoard type! came to 
light on territories of ancient Kuru Janapada in north- 
eastern Haryana through a larger hoard of about 700 
coins found in 1992, "The findspot is probably 
Shahzadpur near Sugh in Ambala district (D. Handa 
1999:1-11) and not Babyal in Rohtak district, but under 
the Babyal name these coins have become popular. 
‘They are 1.3-1,6g silver and billon pieces struck from 
thick and thin planchets as well. The characteristic 
design isa triskeles with a triangular-shaped centre and. 
dotted crescents between the arms of the triskeles. On 
a scarcer variety are additonal taurines and circles 
between the crescents. Like the other series of early 
local PMCs these pieces are in principle uniface. 
However on the reverse of some of the Babyal 
specimens there is a large six-armed symbol possibly 
suggesting some link to Magadha. 


CATALOGUE 
156. BILLON, 1.37g, 14 mm 
Obv: Triskeles and dotted crescents 


Rev: Blank 
(МАТЕС 3699; Rajgor 426) 


157. AR, 1.52g, timm 


вө 


Obv: As on 156 but of 
small planchet, 
Rev: As оп 156 


. AR, 1.54g, 15mm 


good silver and on thick, 


г Triskeles and dotted crescents 
Six-armed-svmbol 
(MATEC 3702; Razor 42 


189. AR, L4lg, 16mm 


©) @ 
Obv: Triskeles, taurines and circles 


Rev : Six-armed-symbol 
(MATEC 3706) 


Bijnor District Types 


This is another local class of 1.7g single-punch silver 
coins from north-western Urar Pradesh known from 
the Shamiawala hoard only (findspot near Najibabad), 
published by Durga Prasad in 1939. The hoard 
comprised 139 such local coins with one late Kosala 
coin among them. Mitchiner's (2004: 934-35) dating 
са. 350-315 BCE is in linc with th: 
single-punch series. All coins are 
weight standard of 1.68g 


CATALOGUE 
160. AR, 1.68g 


Obv: Fish to left, above three pellets and 
additional symbols below 
(МАТЕС 3712, thes coin) 


161. AR, 1.68g 
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phant to left, two inverted raurincs above 
and four circles behind 
(MATEC 3714, this coin) 


162. AR, 1.68g 


Obv: 


lephant-rider to left 
3715, this coin) 


Г 
163. АВ, 1.68g 


` 


phant-rider to right 
TEC 3719, this coin) 


164. AR, 1.68g 


Obs: 


Ом: Bull to 
(мл 


htthree. taurines behind 


Agra Types (possibly Matsya) 


Such coins were first published by Sharad Sharma 
(2005-2006: 7-13) as possible Maz 
"They are deeply incused circ 
3g weight and 12-13пит d 
punch desi 
appearing like a floral or linear design, А void etis 
with additional pellets and circles has been interpreted 
by Sharmaas a Chur, an ancient board game 


ida issues. 


ar silver pice 


ter. ‘The geometric 


n occurs in several varieties mostly 


CATALOGUE 

165. AR, 3.11g, 13mm 

Olw: Cross, dots and circles (Chausar board’) 
Rev: Blank 


(Varma hfe 9) 
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166. AR,2.98g 


Obv: ‘Labyrinth’ design 
: Blank 
(Sharma 2005-2006, type 2 ur. / courtesy Altum 
sanction 178995) 


167. AR, 3.1g 
e g 
ү: Interwoven curved lines 


"Blank 
(Courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


168. AR, 3.0g 


©0 


Floral design 
: Blank 
(Courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


169. АВ, 3.0g 


ӨӨ 


Obv: Pellets, crescents around triangular center 
Rev: Blank 
(Sharma 2005-2006, ppe8/ ттеу Shinji Hirano) 


170. АВ, 2.94g 


Decorated srinatsa 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Todswalla Auction 5783) 


171. AR, 3.07g 


Obv: Swastika 


Rey: Blank 
(Courtesy Rajgor's Auction HE) 
172. AR, ca. 3g 
Н 
Obv: Taurines and circle 


Blank 
(Courtesy Todymalla auction 43826) 


Rev: 


Kausambi Region (Pauravas) 


A series of early PMCs of about 2g weight standard 
with hoard association and close typological links to 
the late Koala series has been attributed to the 
Pawravas of Кант by Mitchiner (2004: 810-13). 
Most of the specimens illustrated by Mitchiner are 
from the Goenka collection originating from a recent 
hoard marketed in Delhi. ‘These round ог square 
shaped coins show a complex arrangement of curved 
lines around a central dot өг a central flower. In view 
of their close link to the late la series these coins 
are probably somewhat earlier, ¿e first part of the dth 
century compared with the other single- 
punched coins, 


CATALOGUE 
173. AR, 2.10g, 17mm 
ГАУ 


v: Four petalled-flower, curved lines and a circle. 
Bankers’ marks 
(MATEC 2696) 


174. AR, 2.11g, 15x12mm 


Obv: Eight-petalled flower 


Rev: Bankers! mark o 
mrezo P of old undertype 


Obv: Multi-armed symbol 


Rev: Bankers! mark or part of old 
n under 
(Courtesy Todyralla auction 91814) m 


176. AR, 2.13g, 15mm. 


Obv: Crescents and 'omegas' around dot 

Rev: Bankers! marks including a scorpion 
(See MATEC 2666 and for the the scorpion punch 
MATEC 3587-3595) ia 


177. AR, 2.20g, 17mm 


Obv: Curved lines around dot, small secondary 
geometric mark 

Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 2667) 


Mathura Region (Surasena) 


From the Mathura region on the territories of the 
ancient Surasena Janapada arc known great numbers of 
the ‘fish over lion coins’ Important hoards were found at 
Kosi Kalan, Mathura and Nandagoan. They have been 
listed by Rajgor (2001: 178-179) in two denominations: 
masakas of 0.3- 0.4g and half karsdpapas of 1.5-1.8, 
Mitchiner (2004: 945) also reported а rarely scen 0.11g 
fraction. The latest and most comprehensive study of 
this series has been published by Anne van't Haaff 
(2004), The coins are deeply incused by a single punch 
of round or oval shape on round or rectangular 
planchets. Many varieties exist in the shape of the lion 
and the fish and the kind of the ancillary symbols. 
Sometimes the fish is exchanged by a second lion, a sun 
ora taurine; there are coins with a fish above and below 
the lion, specimens on which the fish is omitted, rare 
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pieces with two lions and no fish at all and sometimes 
we even sec the lion facing left. Most of these coins 
have tiny banker's marks on them and many Saurasena 
coins arc restruck ог overstruck on coins of the 
Paichila Janapada. Van'ı Haast dates the series 400-350 
BCE, Mitchiner (2004) dates these coins together with 
уе other low weight single-punch issues ca. 350-315 
Е. 


CATALOGUE 
178. AR, 1.20g 


Ob: Lion above crescents, three circles and a 
crescent above 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Alium anction 178999) 


179. AR, 120g 


Obv: Tree, taurine and fish@) above lion 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Amit Ой) 


180. AR, %4 kargápaga 


Obv: Lion with crescents around 
Rev: Blank 
(van't Haaff 7.2.3, this coin) 


181. AR, % kargápaga. 
DLE 


Obv: Lion with crescents and taurines around 
Rev: Blank 
(кат Haaff 7.5.3, this coin) 
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182. AR, Yakaryapana 


Obv: Lion, above crescent, row of dots above 
Rev: Restruck on Saurasenasa type 
(oan't Haaff 7.3.1, this coin) 


183. AR, ‘4 kargápana 


Obv: Lion, above crescent with whorl above 
Rev: Blank 
(van't Haaff 7.8.0, this coin) 


184. AR, 1⁄4 karspana, 1.62g 


Obv: Fish above lion (countermark on fish) 
Rev: Blank 
(Rajgor 1194; МАТЕС 3782) 


185. AR, % kargápaga, 1.7g 


Обу: As 184 but restruck on Saurascna coin 
Rev: Several punches 


186. AR, % karsapana 
x 
[р 


Obv: Fish above lion, dot and a crescent 
Rev: Blank 


(van't Haaff 1.21.2, this coin) 


187. 


188. 


Obv: 


189. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


191. 


Rev: 


AR, Уз karyapana 


Fish above lion to left 
Blank 
(van't Haaff 2.2.1, this coin) 


AR, %4 karşāpaņa 


ish above lion to left, with taurine and 
crescents 


(ran't Haaff 2.6.3, this coin) 
AR, %4 karşãpana 


Lion and two fish 
Blank 


(ran't Haaff 3.1.9, this coin) 
. AR, М karşîpana 
AJ 


‘Two lions, crescent and dots 
Blank 


(van't Haaff 8.1.1. this coin) 
AR, masaka, 0.32g, 7mm 


: Fish above lion, part of taurine on right. 


Blank 
(MATEC 3815; van't Haaff 11.4.0) 


Pajichala Types 
Vocal single-punch silver coins found on the territories 
of the ancient Вайда Janapada are met with as pieces 


of about (05у, Igand 1.5-1 2g weight. The characteristic 
symbol of these Paficila coins, occurring in a large 


number of variants, consists of a central dot around 
which are arranged four circles or dots sometimes with 
additional minor symbols. Is interesting to observe 
that among these types we find what may be regarded as 
an carly depiction of the "Ujjain-symbof (Rajgor 2001: 
coin 1136), In this context it is also remarkable vo 
observe that single-punch coins with designs similar to 
those on Pafichila coins have repeatedly been reported 
from the Ujjain region corresponding to territories of 
ancient Avanti Janapada. ‘Typologically and 
chronologically both series are closely linked. 


CATALOGUE 
192. AR, 1.73g, 13x11mm, (Lotapur hoard) 


j 


Obv: Rosette like symbol with ,proto-Ujjain symbol" 
in center 
Rev: Blank 


193. AR, 1.94g, (Lotapur hoard type) 


Zentral dot with three peripheral pellets 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Album Auction 2141078) 


194. AR, 1.98g 


Obv: ‘Three petalled flower 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Rajgor's auction 344412) 
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195. AR,1.69¢ 


Swastika 
© Blank 
(MATIC 37371 courtesy Album 141070) 


196. АВ, 199g 
AA 


Obv: "Three circles alternating with three dots 
around a dot 
Rev: Blank 


(Кд 1158 var.) 


197. AR, 0.33g, (Lotapur hoard type) 
а >, 


Obv: Four crescents alternating with four dots 
around a circle 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Tadynalla auction 85#80/ see Rajzor 
1141 fora 1.88 specimen) 


198. AR, 0.33g 


y: Four dots alternating with four V-shaped lines 
: Blank 


Middle Chambal Series 


From the middle Chambal river region a local class of 
small, bar-shaped single-punch coins of about 1.7g is 
known with a characteristic design: a cross with a thick 
dot in its center, a smaller dot at cach end and still 
smaller dots in cach angle. Duc to the peculiar form of 
these coins the complete design is hardly ever visible. 
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Frequently misattributed to the Райса or the Avanti 
region series Mitchiner (2004: 946) pointed to repeated 
finds сам of modern Jaipur district around the ancient 
Bairatand Raith, 


sites 
CATALOGUE. 
199, AR, 1.66g, lüx6ómm. 


Obv: Cross formation around lange central dot with 
smaller dot at each end and small dot in 
ile 


(MATIC 3834) 
Western Malwa Types (possibly Avanti) 


From the Ujjain region of the upper Chambal River 
great numbers of small single-punch issues ha 
surfaced which are widely regarded as issues of ancient 
Avanti Janapada. 


punch silver coins they are 


designs have exclusively geometric symbols showing a 
large central pellet or a large central omega-like device 
with four taurines and four circles around. Typological 
links to the Paficila series are close and have frequently 
Jed to confused attributions. 


CATALOGUE 
200. AR, 1.33g, 12mm 


urines and circles alternating around dot 
Rev: Blank 
(MACW 4094; MATEC 


201. 


Obv: As200 plus crescents above the circles 
Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 3847) 


202. AR, 1.16g,9x8mm_ 


urines and circles around omega’ 


Rev: Blank 
(MACIV 4095; MATISC 3859; Rajgor4 57) 
203. AR, 1.10g 
š _ =~ 


Obv: ‘Taurine with circles and crescents around 
= Usually blank, here uncertain mark 
(MATEC 3856/ courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


204. AR, 0.182 (V mashaka) 


(Courtesy Album auction 21481073) 
Gujarat (Saurashtra) Series 


From the territories of the ancient Saurîshtra Janapada, 
mainly from the southern parts of the peninsula of 
Gujarat, many hoards of small irregularly shaped silver 
ht standard of this series is 
few specimens of smaller 
denomination known, Their appearance is rather that 
of single-die struck coins, but following convention 
they are listed as single-punch coins, Nearly all are 
repeatedly restruck with clear traces of undertypes 
visible and a few of them appear to be struck on cut 
down Magadha punch-marked coins, Rajgor (2001) 
had listed a good number of types with a focus on the 
Junagadh three hoard, but the most detailed study is 
that of Anne van't Haaff (2004) who added important. 
new material from the Amreli hoard. 

Whereas Mitchiner (1978: 534-35) reported only 
four main types, rig, hill, tree, seated goddess and 
elephant, Rajgor (2001: 65-70) listed many more such 
as frirafta, turtle and swastika, to which van't Haaff 
added a ‘Banyan’ tree, a peculiar U-shaped symbol, 


temple buildings and different vari 
Laksmi, elephantand bull, 
There is considerable dis 
chronology. Personally 1 share the 
(1984), recently also favoured 
these are products of the 2nd 
‘The refined style of the a 
and the fine 1 
dating, 


CATALOGUE 
205. AR, 


ities of hill, tree, 


cement on the 
iew of Robert Тус 
by Mitchiner (2004), that 
and Ist centuries 
tically executed animals 
Laksmi depictions may support such a 


bull and plant type, 1.05g. 14x8mm 


Obv: Bull to right, plant on right 
Rev: Traces of undertype 
(МАС 4112) 


206. AR, bull to left type, 0.99g, 12x11mm 


Obv: Bull to left, taurine and swastika above 
= Traces of undertype 
(Rajgor 408; van't Haaff 5.0 так) 


207. AR, bull and hill type 


Obv: Bull to left with hill above 
Rev: Worn undertype 
(van't Haaff 5.3.2, this coin) 


208. AR, elephant left type 


Obv: Elephant to left, above square, symbols above 
Rev: Worn undertype 
(van't Haaff 6.2.10, this coin) 
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Obv: Elephant in border of symbols to right 
Rev: Four crescents undertype 
(van't Haaff 6.6.1/ courtesy Rajgor't auction 884) 


210. AR, elephant right type, 0.95g 


Obv: As 209(van't Haaff 6.6.1) 
Rev: Sun symbol (van't Haaff 17.0) 
(Courtesy Rajgor's auction 1583) 


21. AR, lion type, 0.91g 


Obv: Lion to left. 
Rev: Horse to left on pedestal undertype 


212. AR, horse type, 0.91g 


Obv: Horse to right with symbols above 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Jobn Horan) 


213. AR, hare in circle, 0.85g 


Obv: Hare in circle, symbols around. 
Rev: Blank 
(Haaff 24.0.6/ Rajgor 403e Junagadh board) 
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214. AR, Laksmi to left type 


Obv: Female figure (Laksmi) seated facing left on a 
couch 

Rev: Traces of undertype 
(Haaff 44; Raigor 411 Sherdi hoard/ courtesy 
Todywalla anction 12810) 


215. AR, Laksmi to right 


Obv: Female figure (Laksmi) seated facing right on 
a couch 

Rev: Traces of undertype 
(Haaff 4.5] courtesy Todywalla anction 12811) 


216. 


Obv: Laksmi seated facing front 
Rev: Worn undertype 
(Haaff 4.2, this coin) 


217. AR, Four-crescents type, 0.9g 


Obv: Four crescents around circle, symbols around 
Rev: Traces of undertype 
(Rajgor 402b Junagadh boardHaaff 24.02] courtesy 
Бабо”; auction 883) 


218. AR, Four-crescents type, 0.85g 


Obv: 
Rev: 


219. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


221, 


Ob 


. AR, Four-nandipada type 


Four crescents around dot, symbols around 
Blank 
(Courtesy Todyralla auction 4984) 


AR, Srivatsa type, 0.95g 


atsa surrounded by diverse symbols 


= Traces of undertype 


(Haaff 14.0; Rajgor 4021) 
AR, Cross type, 0.90g 


"Hollow cross’ with nandipada in center and 
alternating circles and swastikas around 
Blank 

(Haaff 21.0.2] courtesy Rajgor's 26810) 


AR, Damaru type, 0.90g 


v: Damar with diverse symbols around 
: Blank 


(Courtesy Rajgor't auction 26810) 


BE 


Four-nandipada symbol 
lephant 1. 
(van't Haaff 22.0.2, this coin) 


AR, Hill type, 0.87g,14x12mm 


V5 dy 


Obv: Hill on left, tree on right, tank at bottom 
‘Traces of undertype 
(van't Haaff 2.3.7) 


224. AR, Tree type, 0.96g, 13x12mm 


2 Floor plan undertype 
(van't Haaff 3.14) 


225. AR, Tree type, 1.01g,12x10mm 


ad 


Obv: Tree 
Rev: Six arched hill undertype 
(van't Haaff 3.1.2) 


226. AR, Tree type, 0.84g, 16x15mm 


Obv: Banyan tree, symbols around 
Rev: Traces of undertype 
(van't Haaff 3.2.) 


227. AR, Temple type 


Obv: Temple building 
Rev: Worn undertype (not illustrated) 
(van't Haaff 7.7.1, this coin) 
Uncertain Attribution 
CATALOGUE 
228, AR, Single punch - Uttar Pradesh, 1.68g 
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Obv: Lingam-like symbol in linear pattern 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Vishal Parik ex Bhargava anction9 11) 


229. AR, Single punch - Uttar Pradesh, 0.30g 


Obv: Standing human figure 

Rev: Uncertain marks. 
(Courtesy Praveen Emmanuel] findspot reportedly 
Uttar Pradesh together with Na. 228) 


THE IMPERIAL 
PUNCHMARKED COINS OF 
MAGADHA-MAURYA 


In its early existence Magadha Janapada in the lower 
Ganges valley with Rajgir and later Pataliputra as its 
capital, was one of the Janapadar of northern India. 
King Bimbisira and his son Ajatagatru, both 
contemporaries of the Buddha, began to subdue 
Anga, Кай and Koala thereby securing Magadha's 
predominance over its Ganges valley neighbours. 
Ancient texts report that Kosala was annexed shortly 
after Buddha's death which conventionally is assumed 
to have been in 486 BCE. Should the recently 
discussed later dating of Buddha turn out to be the 
correct one, then the rise of Magadha under Bimbisira 
and Ajitaéatru had, of course, to be dated according! 
ie. to about 400 BCE. Other branches of the dynasty, 
the Siéunágas and the Nandas, continued the series of 
conquests of Avanti, Aémaka, Saurasena, Kuru, 
Pañcala and other independent states of ancient India. 
Thus about 350 BCE Magadha had established itself 
as the predominant power of northern and central 
India, In 321 BCE a usurper, called Chandragupta 
Maurya, occupied the throne of Magadha. 
Chandragupta came to an agreement with the Seleucid 
Grecks and succeeded to consolidate his rule over the 
north-western parts of India, Chandragupta's son 
Bindusira (297 272 BCE) extended Mauryan 
control deep into the Deccan and Bindusára's son 
Asoka (272- 232 BCE) continued the southern 
expansion of the empire and defeated Kalinga before 
he decided to stop further conquests and to convert 
himself to Buddhism. Apart from religious 
convictions this was certainly a rational decision with 
intent not to endanger the cohesion of the empire by 
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further conquests, ‘The extension of the Mauryan 
Empire under Asoka is marked by a number of 
inscribed rocks and pillars erected 10 inform the 
people mall comers of the countr 
religious and ethical principles of the 

"The death of Asoka in 232 BCE caused political 
instability and in view of the decreasing central 
authority more and more sovereigns at the edges of 
the Mauryan Empire assumed independence, and 
diverse coin series of independent cities, tribes and 
Kingdoms were issued. ‘The fragmentation continued 
under the Surigas, the weak successors of the Mauryas. 
When Pushyamitra, the first Suriya king, occupied the 
Mauryan throne in about 184 BCE, his inheritance 
comprised a considerably diminished territory, centred 
on the Ganges valley: After his death, his successors 
withdrew to Vidifî in eastern Malwa and the status of 
the Surigas was reduced to that of a local power only. 

Like the other Janapada coinages the early silver 
PMCs of Magadha were geographically restricted. The 
earliest issues are extremely rare single-punch coins of 
Tóg and their half units depicting the six-armed 
emblem of the dynasty only (Mitchiner 2004: ty 
2713-2714). They are followed by two-punch, thre 
punch and four-punch coins of a 54g standard of 
which also half units are known. The standard 
reference for the Mapadha-Maurya series is the 
catalogue of P.L. Gupta and Hardaker (GH) (1985). 
Recently in a completely revised and enlarged edition 

k sted Magadha's pre-karsapana issues 

ries 0! coins. Four-punch coins of early Magadha 
have come to light mainly from the Katra hoard, 
whereas the Golakhpur hoard contained four-punch 
coins of Magadha struck according to the аурата 
standard of 34g (Hardaker 2014: series], types 3-6) 
together with the first five-punch karsdpanas of 
Magadha. 

At this point the mint-masters stopped further 
experiments and the five-punch Aarsdpana had 
established itself as the characteristic coin of 
Magadha. The planchets of the earlier coins (Hardaker 
2014: series I) are relatively large and thin and the find 
spots of these coins are still restricted to the original 
Magadha homeland, Parallel to its territorial expansion 
Magadha's coin output increased and the coins became 
progressively smaller and thicker retaining the same 
weight standard of 3.4g, Two of the five symbols are 
fixed and they characterize the whole series: a six- 
armed symbol in a great number of variants anda sun 
symbol. The other three symbols vary and are taken 
from the living world such as plants and animals or 
they represent some kind of tools, weapons ог 
geometrical and abstract symbols. Of special interest 
are the earliest anthropomorphic depictions of Hindu 


Fig. 9: Relief from Bha 
covering of prince Je 
punch-marked coins, 2nd century ВСЕ. 


deities on some of the Mauryan karsápanas of the late 
4th and 3rd century BCE and on some post Mauryan 
types from the Mathura region representing such 
Hindu deities as Balarama, Vasudeva-Krgnaand Siva. 

In addition to the five official punchmarks, smaller 
unofficial marks, conventionally called bankers" 
marks’, have been punched on the coins during the 
time of their circulation, From the 4th century 
onwards a small version of an official obverse mark 
was punched on the reverse of circulating coins 
probably with the intention to stop and replace the use 
of unofficial marks. Later, during the 3rd century 
BCE, the Mauryan coins were minted with a large 
official reverse mark but late Mauryan coins with two 
or three reverse marks аге also known. 

It is probable that in spite of being an imperial 
coinage these coins had some local characteristics. GH 
(1985: 11) mention some possible attributions to 
provincial mints from hoards with local concentration: 
GH 481, GH 543 and GH 573-75 from the Bhir 
Mound Hoard seem to have been issued in the Taxila 
region, the Barwani hoard from the Narmada valley 
might suggest that the peacock on hill device is related 
to the Ujjain region, srastika and damaru symbol appear 
together as reverse marks on GH 583 and such coins 
were partof the Mangrul hoard found in Vidarbha. A 
special situation can be observed in Malwa where a 
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Mauryan uniipana type, ie. СІ 566, provides a direct 
prototype for the local post-Mauryan coinage. Pl. 
Gupta observed from hoards of PMCs found in the 
Mathurá region that the tree symbol, as it appears for 
example on GH 497, is closely related to. Mathura 
its use was continued on the local copper 


whe 
сопа 
he diversity of this series is great and many new 
iced in recent decades, The GH (1985) 
agued 613 silver anyaspa varieties, the 
revised edition hy Hardaker (2014) had 936 va 
andin addition 53 debased post-imperial types. 
"The coins catalogued here represent some of the 
important and attractive specimens. For those 
interested in an in-depth study of this series consulting 
Mardakar's work is inevitable, 


CATALOGUE 


Pre-Kargápana series 
230. AR, one punch type, 7.66g, 18x15mm 


© 


Obv: Six armed symbol 

Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 2713,GH 01, Hirano! 999-2000, 
no.1/ courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


231. 


AR, one punch type, 3.71g, 14x12mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol and bankers! marks 
Rev: Bankers! marks 
(MATIC 2714,GH 02, Hirano 1999-2000, no.2) 


232. AR, two punch type, 4.87g 


С 


Obv: Six armed symbol, open circle in circle, two 
bankers! marks 

Rev: Blank 
(GH 06/ Sharad & Hirano 2007 ex Bella 
dard courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


233. Magadha, two punch type, 5.5g 


: Six armed symbol, sun, bankers! marks 
Bankers’ marks 
(MATIEC 2715;GH 04/ courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


234, AR, three punch type, 5.26g 


Их armed symbol, sun, leaf and bankers! mark 
= Blank 
(MATIC 2757; GH 021/ courtesy Album 
Auction 174986) 


235. AR, four punch type, 5.40g 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, crescent, loupe’, 
bankers' mark 

Rev: Bankers marks 
(MATIC 2731; GH 010) 


236. AR, four punch type, 5.37g 


Obs: Six armed symbol, sun, ‘shovel, ‘pulley’, 
bankers! marks 

Rev: Bankers! marks 
(GH 011; courtesy Album Auction 178988) 


237. AR, four punch type, 5.13g 
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Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, four-dots-in-circle, 242. AR, GH series 1,3.19g,28x19mm 
headless man’, bankers! marks 
Rev: Blank К, АГ 


(MATEC 2758; GH 014/ courtesy Album 
Auction 178992) 


238. AR, four punch type, 5.5g 


Ob: Six armed symbol, sun, bull right, elephant 
right, taurine anddots 
Rev: Undertype GH 67: GH 86 restruck on GH 67 


243. AR, GH series I, 3.33g 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, four-dots-in-triangle, 
plant, bankers! marks 
Rev: Bankers! mark 


(GH 019 var/ courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


239. AR, four punch type, 4.79g Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, bow-arrow, scorpion, a 
Xs A thick dot above small dots 
x Rev: Blank 
(GH 117) 


244. AR, GH series I, 3.37g, 25mm 


Obv: 


z 


Six armed symbol, sun, lion to left, bull to 

left, bankers! mark 

Rev: Blank 

(GH 027; MATEC 2779 | courtesy Album Auction 


178997) Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, damaru, fish-tank, 
Karsapaya Five punch series "double taurincs flanking candelabrum, 


mark (c 
24). Ait; бй зей їз bankers mark (elephant) 


v: Bankers! mark 
1 Y 3 (GH 151) 
2 


245. AR, GH series I, 3.40g, 25mm 
Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, ‘window and dots', 
crescent with dots below, rhomboid 
Rev: Blank 
Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, bull right, plant, dotted 
(GH 46 var) circle flanked by taurines 
241. AR, GH series I, 3.44g, 28x22mm Rev: Blank 
Р (СН 161) 


246. AR, GH series I, 3.48g, 25x17mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, ‘window with dots’, 
elephant right, wheel in square 
Rev: Blank 


(GH48) 


Н 


| 
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Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, elephant to right, bird- 
in-square, rocking chair" 

Rev: Blank 
(GH 183) 


247. AR, GH series I, 3.31g, 26mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, bow and arrow in a 
square, flower in circle, five circles in a square 
Rev: Bankers! mark 


(GH 212) 
248. AR, GH series I, 3.42g, 24x22mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, turtle, elephant to 
right, complex wheel with four protuberances 
Rev: Bankers! mark 
(GH 251) 


249. AR, GH series I/II, 3.35g, 21x19mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, five dots in a square, 
fish with two taurines in a square, six dots 
above crescent 

Rev: Blank 
(GH 279) 


250. AR, GH series III, 3.45g, 20x18mm 


Ом: Six armed symbol, sun, hare to right, elephant 


to right, palm-tree 
Rev: Blank 
(GH 305) 


251. AR, GH series Ш, 3.39g, 22x14mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, unicorn, fish in tank 
with central square, dot flanked by two 
taurines 

Rev: Bankers! marks 
(GH 322) 


252. AR, GH series IVb, 3.33g, 21x16mm 


: Six armed symbol, sun, elephant to right, 
double circle in a square, crocodile eating fish 
с: Bankers’ mark 

(GH 355) 


253. AR, GH series IVd, 3.43g, 19x16mm. 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, bull on hill, elephant 
to right, Indradbraja and taurines 
Rev: Blank 


(GH 450) 
254. AR, GH series Ivd 


Ss) 


'aurines around sun above hill, cactus" 
Rev: Sun 


(GH 476/ courtesy Rajgor's Auction 3585) 
255. AR, GH series Va, 3.34g 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, 
damarus, tautines агош 
Rev: Bankers! mark 
(GH 490) 


elephant with rider, 
ind cross, horse to right 


256. AR, GH series Va, 3.44g, 14x12mm 


Obs: Six armed symbol, sun, horse to right, 


elephant in square, Vasudeva- Kı ing 
cakra and club ы 
Rev: Blank 
(GH 4964) 


257. AR, GH seriesVa, 3.29g, 17x14mm 
was 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, ‘window’, bow-arrow, 
"bale-marl 


Rev: Bankers! marks 
(GH 506) 


258. Magadha, GH series Vb 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, four taurines around a 
dot, hare in half circle, man holding club with 
hunted animal at the bottom 

Rev: Blank 
(GH 523/ courtesy Chagan Ray Jain) 


259. AR, GH series VIb, 3.43g, 17x12mm 


$3 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, 'bale-mark?, hill, deity 
holding stick and kamandalu 

Rev: "Bale-mark' 
(GH 566/ important prototype particularly for bal 
post-Mauryan Майа coinages) 
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260. AR, GH series УП, 3.40g 


Obr: Six armed symbol, sun, elephant above 
‘spider’, three standing humans in three 
separate punches 

Rev: "Taxila mark’ 

(GH 586) 


261. AR, GH series VII, 3.41g, 14x11mm 


Obv: Three standing humans, scales, peacock on hill 
Rev: Peacock on hill 
(GH 391) 


262. AR, GH series УП, 3.35g, 14mm 


eo 


Об: Three standing humans, fish tank, tree 
ev: Bow and arrow 
(GH 592a) 


-0000000-———---. 


Mauryan and Post-Mauryan 
Maşakas 


‘The ташы are small uniface coins of 0.10.18, 
stamped with one single devi 
have been found mostly by 
courses and tributaries of the 
and central India. 
Hardaker's (199 
hoard evidence эщ 


Different vancucs 
1 washers along the 


at vers of northern 


6) analysis of the symbols and 
ts that the mas 
official subsidiary Mauryan silver currency. Especially 
the early issues, as those from the 1924 Bhir Mound 
hoard, are of good silver but debased specimens as 
well as specimens with silver coating around a copper 
core appear soon. While good silver specimens are 
quite rare, debased specimens are found abundantly 
‘The wide distribution of the mişakar from northern to 
central India supports the view that they had been the 
small money of the Mauryan and Suga Empire. 


akat were an 
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CATALOGUE 


263. AR, māşaka, 0.09g, 4mm 
КЛ 


Triskeles type 
(Hardaker B 18) 


264. AR, masaka, 0.12g, 4mm 


Indradbeaja type 
(Hardaker Aa 3) 


265. AR, masaka, 0.16g, 5mm, 


Tree type 
(Hardaker Ab 1) 


266. AR, masaka, 0.13g, 4mm 
@ 
“Taurines around ўша type? 


(Hardaker Ad 3) 
267. AR, таайа, 0.14g, 4mm 


B 
"Taurines around bull! type 


( Hardaker Ad 5) 
268. AR, māşaka, 0.09g, 4mm 


e 


"Two damarns and two taurines! type 
(Hardaker B15) 


269. AR, masaka, 0.15g, 4mm 


"Two crescents and two taurines around a 
dor type 
(Hardaker D 15) 


270. BILLON, masaka, 0.09g, 4mm 


Dors above horizontal line 
(МАСІР 4260) 


POST MAURYAN BILLON 
AND COPPER 
PUNCHMARKED COINS 


‘Typologically these coins are inspired by the Mauryan 
silver types. At the start they closely imitate them. Later 
as the series progresses they combine varying numbers 
of Mauryan symbols or newly invented marks, 
Sometimes geographic attributions are possible, but 
frequently not. Such types had been issued by local 
powers after the decline of Mauryan power, 
prominent among them, the Surigas. When in 184 
3 the Šuñga Pushyamitra terminated Mauryan rule 
tories were centered in the Ganges valley, but 
after his death Šuñga rule was soon limited to Malwa 
Many of the large numbers of Mauryan inspired 
copper PMCs from Malwa are most probably Surga 
issues, others those of contemporary local powers 
Specific attributions of these anonymous coins are 
impossible, 


Taxila Region 
CATALOGUE 


271. Billon, 2.84g, 14xl4mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, three arched hill, arch 
and hooked pole flanking vertical line, dog 
catching hare 

Rev: Blank 
(continuing from GH 543) 


272. AR,3.0g 


pe 


As оп 271 


Standing human with crested headgear holding 
a stick in left hand 


(GH 543, reverse punch post-Mauryan) 
273. AE, 2.64g, 16x13mm. 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, three arched hill, railed 
tree, bull to right 

Rev: "Taxila mark* 
(continuing from GH 574) 


274. BILLON, 2.88g, 16x15mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, three arched hill, railed 
tree, bull to left 

Rev: "Taxila mark“ 
(continuing from GH 574, but bull to lfi) 


275. BILLON, 3.0g, 16x15mm 
Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, three arched hill, railed 
tree, domed Indrudbraja 


Rev: 'Тахйа mark* 
(continuing from GH 575) 


-————— 0000000 
Mathura Region 

CATALOGUE 

276. AR 
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Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, ‘Mathura tree’ Siva-like 
human with stick and kamandalu above bull, 
Balarama holding plough(ba/a) and рекс! 
(sala) 

Rev: Standing human with dotted hair (Brahmin) 
(GH 606/ courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


Obv: 6-armed symbol, sun, Mathurîtree', bull r., 
Balarima-Samkarsana holding plough and 
pestel and Vásudeva-Krsna holding айл and 
дайа (club) 

Rev: ‘Ithyphallic Siva holding amendalu in his left 
hand and the cut off head of Brahma in his 
raised right hand (see Piper 2015) 

(GH 608/ courtesy Jan Lingen) 


Obv: As 277 but with clear chakra 
As 277 


(Courtesy Jan Lingen) 
279. BILLON, 3.36g, 12x9mm 


Obv: 


(GH 602, prototypez GM 476) 


280. BILLON, 3.34g, 17x1lmm 


Oby: 


above bull, Balaráma holding plough and 
pestel 

Rev: Sun 
(СІЧ 604, protobpez GLH97) 
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281. BILLON,3.36g, 13x12mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, 'Mathura tree’, bull to 
right, Siva like figure with crested headgear 
Rev: 'Bale-mark* 


282. AE, 4.9g, 15x13mm 


Obv: Two punches: sun and three arched hill 
Rev: Blank 
(P.L Gupta 1975, рї, na 5-9 from Sonkh 
excavations in 1971) 


283. AE, 5.22g, 16x15mm_ 


Obv: Two punches: sun and taurine 
Rev: Blank 


————0000000-————— 
Malwa Region 


CATALOGUE 
284. AR, 3.26g, 14x12mm 


Obv: Worn design of GH 552/553 

= Peacock-on-hill (official reverse punch) and 
second unofficial punch depicting Vasudeva- 
Кузда with chakra and garuda as crested bird 
with wings 
(Pieper 2014: 56-57) 


285. AR, 1.07g, 14mm 


Obv: Peacock, 'bale-mark', two trees 
Rev: Blank 


286. AE, 125g 


Obv: Sun, tree, bull to right, deity with dotted 
headgear holding stick in r ight hand and 
kamandalu in left 

Rev: 'Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Rajgor's Auction 3982) 


287. AE, 1.17g 


¥: As on 286 but clearer punches 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


288. AE, 3.88g, 14mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, tree, deity with crested 
headgear holding stick in left hand and 
kamandalu in right 

Rev: 'Bale-mark' and 'Ujjain symbol 
(MIGISC 1177) 


289. АЕ, 2.56g, 13x13mm 


290. AE, 2.21g, 12x11mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, hill, 'bale-mark' 
жк ill, "bale-mark’, deity 
Rev: "Bale-mark* 
(MIGISC 1178) 


291. AE, 2.55р, 13x13mm 


Obv: 


As 290 but with additional chakre punch 
Rev: 


Ason290 
292. AE, 0.89g, 13x13mm 


Obv: As 290 but smaller denomination 
Rev: As290 


Obv: Two sun punches, two geometric punches 
Rev: Part of 'bale-mark" 
(МАСІ 4613/ courtesy Amit Udesbi) 


Obv: As 293 but additional railing punch 
Rev: Diverse punches 


295. AE, 1.0g, 1ix9mm 
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Obv: Two suns, elephant head, one geometric punch 
Rev: 'Bale-mark' 
(MIGISC 11802) 


296. AE, 0.77g, 8mm 


Obv: 6-armed symbol 
Rev: 


Vidarbha Region 
CATALOGUE 
297. BILLON, 3.1g, 14x13mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, Indradbugia, swastika 
with taurine in square, tree 

Rev: Triskeles and батали 
(continuing from GH 583/ Mangrul board type) 


298. AE, 1.95g, 14x13mm 


47224725) 
299. AR, 0.77g, 10x11mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, taurine: 
in square, legend punch kam-na-mirtacsa 

Rev: Damariand triskeles 
(courtesy AvinashRamteke/ findspotPaonif hitherto 
amique inscribed silver punchmarked type in the name 
of an otherwise unknown local ruler Kamnamitra/ 
Karnamitra). 


——0000000---— 
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Middle Ganges Valley Region 


CATALOGUE 
300. AR, 3.01g, 14x15mm 


"balemark! 
Rev: Worn devices of GH 566 
(МАТЕС 4639) 


ee 


Bihar Region 
CATALOGUE 
301. AE, 12.95g, 18x17mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, three arched hill, two 
different geometric symbols 

Rev: Sun, three arched hill, conch, geometric 
symbol 
(MATEC 46459) 


302. AE, 3.5g, 14x13mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, elephant to right 
Rev: Three arched hill, о/а 


303. AE, 3g, 15x12mm 


Obv: Sun, three arched hill and other indistinct 
mark 
Rev: Three arched hill, траба an indinstinct mark 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, elephant, three arched 
hill, an indistinct fifth mark 

Three arched hill, second punch indistinct 

(Courtesy Rajesh Khushal Somkuwar whose 

documentation of а small board of such coins with 

proven provenance makes the Bibar attribution certain) 


305. AE, ca.3g 


Re 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, three arched hill, 
elephant, fifth mark indistinct 

Rey: Three arched hill, second punch indistinct 
(Courtesy Sombsovar) 


-———---0000000--------——- 


Bengal Region 
CATALOGUE 
306. Billon, 3.5g, 14x12mm 


Wheel, ship, six damarus around two circles 
Rev: Conch shell 
(MATEC 4651/ Chandraketugarb region) 


———-—-0000000....... 


Gujarat Region 
CATALOGUE 
307. АЕ, 8.3g, 22mm 


Obv: Indradbngja, three arched hill, bull to left, 
elephant to right, four crescents around а 
circle and two taurines 

Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuvadiya} findspot Junagadh) 


-———————-0000000............. 


Unattributed Coins 
CATALOGUE 


308. DEBASED AR, 1.45g, 11x9mm 
(4 Karsapaya) 


un, tree, hill 
: Blank 


309. DEBASED AR, 1.55g, 13xllmm 
(% Karsüpana) 


Obv: 


Sun, bull facing Indradbraja, third punch 
indistinct 
Rev: Bankers' marks. 


310. AE, 6.9g, 19х19тт 


Obv: 
Rev: Indistinct 


ЗП. AE, 6.4g, 19x14mm 


Obv: Six armed symbol, sun, four crescents around 


a circle 
Rev: Blank 


312. 


Obv: 


Rev: 
313. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


314. 


Obv: 


Rev: 
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AE, 2.6g, 15xI2mm 


Six armed symbol, sun, taurine on top of а 
hill, double taurine flanked by small taurines, 
four taurines around a pellet 

Blank 


AE, 3.3g, 20mm 


Six armed symbol and a 'bale-mark* 
Worn punch marks 

(Courtesy BjörnAbels/ possibly Malwa) 
AE, 9.73g, 24mm 


— 


Six armed symbol, sun, three arched hill, railed 
tree, river with fish 
Blank 


(Courtesy Girish Sharma] find spot Malwa) 


Uninscribed Cast 
Copper Coins 


EARLY UNINSCRIBED 
CAST COPPER COINS OF 
NORTHERN INDIA 


An insufficiently answered question is the origin of the 

carly uninseribed cast copper coins (ЕОС 
Among the earliest are two types with a 
Circulation in northern India, the rectangular multi- 
symbol elephant type and the round clephant/ hill 
type. The rectangular type shows elephant, ladder-like 
symbol and/or Indradhvaja and small additional 
symbols on obverse; and railed tree, three-arched hill 
and 'hollow-cross' on the reverse with a number of 
Sub-varieties existing, These cast coppers have 
certainly been in circulation during the 2nd century 
BCE comprising post-Mauryan period and Šuñga rule. 
The first cast coppers were probably already issued 
under the Mauryan kings. Though revealing hoard 
evidence is missing certain excavation results, 
Particularly those from Sonkh, support this. 

Summarizing some excavation reports S.C. Ray 
(1987) opted for an early dating but the results of these 
excavations are not free from uncertainties. Mostly 
insufficiently identified silver PMCs are nearly always 
described in association with EUCCCs and with 
copper PMCs, This may be because the different 
excavation levels were not distinguished carefully 
enough, and asa result silver kargipanas, EUCCCs and 
copper PMCs were inadmissibly mixed, Under the 
assumption that the excavations had been carried out 
in a reliable scientific way, the occurrence of copper 
PMCs would rather suggest a dating of the concerned 
layers to the Šuñga period. But even then it would be 
difficult to decide if the associated EUCCCs had been 
issued at the same time as the Šuñga copper PMCs or 
earlier. 

There is, however, one important exception, i.c. 
the excavations from Sonkh, carefully carried through 
between 1966 and 1974 (Н. Härtel, 1993).The Sonkh 
excavation coins clearly show the succession from 
silver PMCs and EUCCCs to copper PMCs, followed 
by local die-struck copper coins. The digging results 
from Sonkh suggest that EUCCCs had indeed been 
issued as a subsidiary currency by the Mauryan kings. 
"Their production was continued and enlarged by new 
varieties under the Suága rulers and such coins 
remained in circulation for a long time. Hoard 
association shows that like the silver karsapanas, 
EUCCCs of Maurya/Suriga origin were in use until 
the Kusina period, Using clay impressions of the 
coins, secondary copies of the most popular types 
were produced until the Kusina period (Mitchiner 
1973: 156-57). 
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Mitchiner (1972) tried to separate the EUCCCs 
into Maurya and $ийра issues based mainly on a 
metrological analysis of a hoard of cighty copper coins 
which had been buried at about 170 BCE. This hoard 
contained EUCCCs together with the local Rajgir and 
Kausimbi copper issues. Taking the viméatika as a 
Mauryan copper standard which the Šuñgas had 
replaced by a copper karsipana, Mitchiner classified 
the rectangular cast coppers with Indradhvaja left of 
the elephant as Mauryan issues and specimens with 
Indradhvaja beneath the elephant as Šuñga issues. 

Excavation results and finds concentration show 
that some EUCCCs appear to be local issues of late 
Mauryan/early Šuñga period, Particularly the 
Kauššmbi region had a prolific cast copper coinage, 
“The Kauéámbi , elephant multi symbol "types are very 
close to the universal Mauryan types but the preferred 
symbols associated with the elephant here are а wheel 
symbol and an Ujjain symbol’, Such types, which still are 
close to Mauryan prototypes, are listed below; later local 
cast coins will be found in the respective local sections. 


Northern India 
CATALOGUE 
Elephant multisymbol type 
315. AE, 3.08g, 13x13mm 


Obv: Elephant to left., cross, Indradhvaja, swastika 
at bottom left 


Rev: Railed tree, taurine, Indradhvaja, hill on top 
(МАСІ 4287; MATEC 4546) 


316. AE, 4.25g, 15x14mm 


Obv: As 315 
Rev: Symbols change sides 


GB 
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Oby: 
Rev: 


318. 


Obv: 


Rev 


319. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


320, 


Obv: 


Rev: 
321. 


As 316 but with a ladder below elephant 
As 316 
(Courtesy Amit Оа) 


Elephant to left over "ladder! with swastika and 
taurine above, Indradhvaja on left 

Railed tree on right, cross, hill and taurine to 
left 

(MATIC 4551/ courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


AE, 0.51g, 10x10mm 


As 318 but smaller unit 
As 318 


AE, 1.85g, 14x11mm 


Elephant to right over ‘ladder’, Indradhvaja on. 
right taurine and swastika on top 
Railed tree on left, cross and hill on right 


AE, 2.79g, 15x15mm 


: Elephant to left above Indradhvaja, swastika 


and taurine 


v: Railed tree on right., cross and hill on left 


(MAC 4348; MATEC 4564) 


. AE, 1.43g, 12x12mm 


šlephant to left, taurine and hill, Indradhvaja 
on left 

phant right, cross and swastika, railed tree 
right 

(ieeMACIV 4285) 


Elephant/Hill Type 
323. AE, 2.47g, 13mm 


Three arched hill 
(МАА 4366; MATEC 4574) 


324, AE, 1.54g, 11mm 


Obv: As 323 but elephant to right 
Rev: As 323 


325. AE 


Obv: As 323, but extreme form of late secondary 
copy. 

Rev: As on 323 
(Clay impressions of cuins of this type and of the 
square multi symbol elephant types provided secondary 
copies until Kusana times) 


326. AE, 1.58g 


Obv: Elephant to left, taurine above 
Rev: Three arched hill, érivatsa above 
(Courtesy Asad Khan) 


327. АЕ, 1.26g 


Obv: As 326 but elephant to right 
Rev: As 326 


(Courtesy YegeshwarP un) 
328, AE, 1.89g, 13mm 
Obv: Elephant to left. 


Rev: Blank 
329. АЕ, 1.5g 


Three arched hill 
: Blank 
(MATEC 4579/ courtesy Kamal Vaid) 


330. AE, 4.55g, 29x11mm 


Obs: Elephant to left/ 
Rev: Hill 
(Unseparated pair, МАСІ 4363; MATEC 4571) 


331. AE, 4.44g, 29x12mm 


00-00 22-22 


Obv: Elephant l., 3-arched hill above 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Unseparated pair, for single coin see МАСИ 5054) 


Elephant rider/Hill Type 
332. AE, 2.12g, 14mm 


ӨӨ 
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lephant rider left 
Three arched hill with crescent above 
(MACW 4371) 


333. AE, 1.63g, 13mm 


332 but rider is holding ankusa 
т As 332 


334. АЕ, 2.67g, 13mm 


s 333 but elephant rider to right 
5333 


—-—-- 0000000 


Kaušambi 
CATALOGUE 
Elephant Multisymbol Type 
335. AE, 0.85g, 1ix10mm 


As 322 but Ujjain symbol above elephant 
: As 322 but Ujjain symbol above elephant 


336. AE, 1.23g, 13x12mm 


Obv: 


Indradhvaja to left., elephant to left., wheel 

(chakra) and inverted taurine above 

Rev: Кайе tree left, cross, Ujjain symbol and hill 
to right 

337. AE, 0.73g, 12x9mm 
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Obv; As 336 with, ladder at bottom 
Rev; Railed tree to right, srivatsa and Ujjain symbol 
to left 


338. AE, 1.15g, 12x10mm 


Bas 


Obv: As 337 but without chakra 
Rev: Railed tree to right, wheel and Ujjain symbol 
to left 


339. АЕ, 1.61g, Hixlimm 


HE 


Obv: As 338 but Ujjain symbol above elephant 
Rev: Railed tree to right, wheel flanked by taurines 
to left 


340. AE, 0.73g, 11x9mm 


Obv: As 339 


Rev: Railed tree to right, wheel and hollow cross to 
left 


341. AE, 0.84g, 13x12mm 


Obv: As 340 
Rev: Railed tree to left, swastika above fish-tank to 
right 


342. АЕ, 1.13g, Tixlimm 


Obv: As 340 


Rev: Railed tree between two river symbols, Ujjain 
symbol on right top 


Obv: Indradhvaja on left, elephant to left, inverted 
taurine above, ladder at bottom 

Rev: Railed tree on left, on right standing human 
with long stick in his right, his left akimbo. 
(Conrtesy Madbusudbana Rao) 


: Elephant to left, above Indradhvaja, Ujjain 
symbol and érivatsa 

Rev: Standing deity holding stick and kamandalu, 
on left, nandipada-standard 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


-0000000- 


Taxila Region 
CATALOGUE 
345. AE 


Obv: Railed tree with seated human in profile on 
left and seated human en face on right with 
arms raised, hill, taurine, swastika and 
Indradhvaja around. 

Rey: Three arched hill with crescent above 
(Ashmolean Museum courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


346. AE, 1.28g, 13mm 


Obv: As 345 but round 
Rev: As 345 
(Courtesy Pankaj Tandon) 


Mathura Region 
CATALOGUE 
347, АЕ, 3.77g 


Obv: Railed tree 


Rev: Three arched hill with crescent above 
(МАСІ 4355; MATEC 4531/ courtesy 
Todywalla Auction 858119) 


----0000000- 


Pafichala Region 
CATALOGUE 
348. AE 


Obv: Elephant to right 
Rev: ‘Three arched hill with crescent above 
(Courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 


349, AE 


Obv: Elephant to right in square incuse 
Rev: Hollow cross in square incuse 
(CourteyGirish Sharma) 


———0000000-————- 
Punjab Region 

CATALOGUE 

350. AE, 3.88g, 15mm 


ӨӨ 
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Obv: Bull right, triskeles above 


Rev: Three arched hill with crescent above and one 
inverted taurine on each sides 
(MACW 4284; MATEC 4542) 

351. 


Obv: As 350 but bull to left 
Rev: As 350 
(Courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 


Obv: Bull to left., taurine above 
Rev: Blank 


353. AE, 4.71g, 16mm 


Obv: Lion to left., Indradhvaja on left 

Rev: Three arched hill with crescent above and one 
inverted taurine on each side 
(MACW 4281; MATEC 4538) 


354. 


Obv: As 353 but lion to right 
Rev: As 353 
(MATEC 4541/ courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 
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Malwa Region 


CATALOGUE 
355. AE, 2.59g, 13mm 


Obv: Palm tree 


Rev: Three arched hill 
356. AE, 153g, Imm 


Obv: Six armed symbol (alternating fish and arrows) 
Rev: Three arched hill 


357. AE, 5.39g 


ШАЙ 


Obv: Railed fish standard to left; Torana gateway to 
right like that on Sanchi stupa with lotus 
emerging from its left pillar; square in the 
middle. 

Rev: Blank 
(CourtesyGirish Sharma) 


.0000000-————— 


Rajgir Area 
CATALOGUE 
358. AE, 31g 


Obv: Elephant to left 

Rev: Railed tree 
(Unusual beaty, possibly para-numismatic item] 
courtesy Raghinadba Rajn) 


Local Northern India 
CATALOGUE 
359. AE, 1.8g 


phant to right, three arched hill above 
Railed tree. 
(Courtesy Kamal Vaid) 


—-—————-0000000. 


Uncertain (Khandesh Region?) 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Elephant to left, ladder below, Indradhvaja on 
left, taurine and Ujjain symbol on top 

Rev: Ujjain symbol inside hollow cross 
(Reverse emblem frequently seen on 
Khandesh types] Courtesy Badri Prasad Verma 


EARLY UNINSCRIBED 
CAST COPPER COINS OF 
THE DECCAN 


During the period after the decline of the 
Empire and before the rise of the 
EUCCCs and uninscribed and inscribed di 
copper and lead coins were issued by local sov 
of the Deccan, about whom not much is known. 

"The Deccan cast coinage of this period with the 
main symbols ‘hollow cross', multi-arched hill and 
additional swastika and taurine symbols reminds one 
of northern Indian coin types of roughly the same 
period, particularly that of the "Ta 
number of varictics origi 


lauryan 


Recently Mitchiner (1998, pt. 1, coins 12-21 and 200 
1056) treated such coins dividing them into a southern 
and northern series, the northern (Vidarbha) rather 
bifaced, the southern rather uniface. Maybe that some 


coins from northern and southern regions were mixed 
in the Hyderabad bazars, in a among the coins 
published by Maheshwari (1977: 1-13) were uniface 
and bifaced specimens and the same applies to the 
Hyderabad coins published by A. H. Siddiqui (1980: 9), 
Maheshwari emphasized that he had acquired his coins 
in the 60's and early 70's, a time when prices for such 
pieces were such inexpensive that apart from gold and 

fer coins there was hardly any migration of base 
metal coins from the find spots of base metal coins. 
Some specimens of the uniface BUCCCs of the three 
arched hill and six arched hill type, as they had been 
Published by Maheshwari from Hyderabad, were also 
reported by Handa (2012: 7-11) to have been found at 
Burhanpur on the banks of the Tapti river in the 
southern Madhya Pradcsh/northern Maharashtra 
border region. 

Rajesh К. Somkuwar (2007) published a number 
of Vidarbha elephant type EUCCCs from the Nagpur 
collection of Subhash Sharma which were collected 
from Pauni, district Bhandara, Maharashtra. Pauni was 
an important center of Buddhism with a famous stupa 
already in pre- Agokan times and for the post-Mauryan 
period repated finds of coins of the 'Bhadra and Mitra 
kings! testify their presence in the area, One of the 
local elephant type EUCCCs has a three-arched hill 
reverse design; the other types are uniface depicting 
‘elephant with swastika and taurine! or ‘elephant with 
parasol or arrow’. The arrow-head is a symbol 
frequently found on the local coins from Vidarbha, 
sometimes placed above an elephant, sometimes 
placed in a central position on a railing flanked by two 
elephants which are adorning and watering the central 
symbol in an abisheka-like scene. 

Here when we discuss ‘Andhra Pradesh’ we are 
talking of the state before its bifurcation into 
Telangana and Andhra. 


Pauni (Vidarbha) 


CATALOGUE 
Bifaced Type 
361. AE, Vidarbha-Pauni, 9.410, 24mm 


Obv: Elephant to left., Indradhvaja, swastika, 
taurine 

Rev: (Swastika) and taurine flanking three arched 
hill, Indradhvaja horizontally placed at bottom 
(Sombswar 2007: 59, no.22) 


.0000000-__ 
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Vidarbha 
CATALOGUE | 
Bifaced Type 
362. LEAD, 0.40g, 10mm 


= Three arched hill with crescent above 
(Same as the northern Indian type, but lead] courtesy 
Marudhar auction 30833) 


363. AE, 3.07g, 18mm 


Rev: Railcd tree, Indradhvaja on right 
364. AE, 1.6g, 15mm, half unit 


Obv: As 363 
Rev: As 363 
(Courtesy Marudbar e-auction 27818) 


365. AE, 4.68g, 12mm 


Obv: Railed tree 
Rev: Hollow cross 
(MACW 4361; MATEC 4589) 


366. AE, 2.95g, 12mm 
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Obv: As 365 but with a different tree 
Rev: As 365 


367. AE, 1.45g, 12mm, low weight 


Obv: As 365 but with a different tree 
Rev: As 365 


368. AE, 3.35g, 13mm 


Obv: As 365 but with a different tree 
Arrow heads emanating from hollow cross 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


369. AE, 1.98g, 12mm 


v: As 365 
: Hollow star 


370. AE, 1.04g, 8mm 


Obv: As 365 
Hollow crescent. 


. AE, 7.16g, 1тт 


Obv: Three arched hill in a circle 
Rev: Hollow cross in a circle 
(MATEC 4585/ courtesy Mabeshoari) 


372. AE, 10.04g, 23mm 


Obv: As 371 but hill flanked by a taurine counter 
mark on each side 

Rev: As 371 
(Maleilmari 1977: pL TH, this coin) 


373. 


Obv: As 371 but without a circle around 
Rev: As 371 but without a circle around 


374. AE, 11.10g, 22mm 


Qe 


Obv: As 371 but without a circle around 
Rev: As 371 but without a circle around. 
(Different style of execution) 


375. AE, 3.19g, lower denomination 


Obv: As 371 but without a circle around. 
Rev: As 371 but without a circle around 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


376. АЕ, 14.9¢ 


: Thee arched hill in circle in square 

: Hollow cross in circle in square 
(Manglam and Tiwari 2001, p.69 8 var.2; 
Chandrashekhar Gupta 2004:7 66g specimen] 
courtesy Todywalla Auction 732) 


377. 


378. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


380. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


AE, 9.21g, 20x20mm. 


* Circle in square; inside the circle railed tree on 


top, below rectangle on right, uncertain device 
on left 


* Circle in square; inside the circle three arched 


hill above cross 
(Similar MACW 5111 and MATEC 4581) 


АЕ, 10.95g, 21x21mm 


ү: As 377 but with solid hollow rectangle below 


tree 


п As377 


(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


. AE, 8.93g, 18x18mm 


Railed tree in circle in square 
Hill above cross in circle in square 
(Siddiqui 1980: 9, pe 3) 


AE, 0.18g 


eo 


Hollow cross 
Hollow cross 
(Manglam & Tiwari 2001, p67 var.1/courtesy 
Rahul Mbatre) 
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Unifaced Types 
AE, 2.2g, 15mm 


381. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


: Inverted railed tree to left., three arched hill to 


right 


: Blank 


(MATEC 4592] courtesy Marudhar eavction 
26834) 


. AE, 2.93g, 16mm 


As 381 but tree in round railing 
Blank 


0000000. 


Andhra Pradesh 


CATALOGUE 
Bifaced Type 


383. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


Obv: 
* As 383 but the 2 fish to right 


AE, 5.69g, 21mm 


‘Three arched hill in circle 

Hollow cross flanked by one taurine on each 
side, fish to left on top and at bottom 
(courtesy Mabeshivari 1977: pL 1810, this cin) 


. AE, 8.91g, 20mm 


өө 


As 383 


(courtesy Mabeshwari 1977-pl 149, this coin) 
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385. AE, 8.18g 


As 384 but taurines inverted. 


386. AE, 7.90g, 21mm 


eS 


Obv: As 383 
Rev: As 383 but fish and taurines on corner points 
(courtesy Mabeshrari 1977: pl. 1811, this coin) 


387. AE, 6.2g 


Obv: Multi arched hill 
Rev: Hollow cross with four fish around 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 11443) 


Unifaced Type 
388. АЕ, 3.77g, 19mm 


Ob: Six arched hill, crescent to left, curved line to 
right 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Marudbar e-anctiont 1885285, ex Nerasa) 


389. AE, 9.31g, 2imm 


Se 


Obv: As 388 but of heavier weight 
Rev: Blank 
(courtesy Mabeshwari) 


390. AE, 5.36g, 20mm 


Obv: Swastika, railed trec, taurine, river below 
Rev: Blank 
(Siddiqui 1980-941, ex Hyderabad area, also 
known ex Kolhapur excavations) 


-__.0000000------- 
Andhra-Karnataka Border 

CATALOGUE 

Bifaced Type 

391. AE, 8.2g 


Ob: Elephant to left 
Rev: Hollow cross 

(Courtesy Vinit Kumar Pujara) 
Unifaced Type 


392. AE, 10g, 19mm 


Obv: Three arched hill 
Rev: Blank 


(MSI, pt.1#12) 
393. AE, 4.27g, 19mm 


Obv: As 392 but lower unit 
Rev: As 392 but with arrow head counter marked 
(Courtesy Maheshwari 1977, ph. 14, this coin) 


394. AE, 5.2g, 20mm. 


SQ 


Obv: Three arched hill flanked by taurine on cach 
side 
Rev: Blank 


(MSI, pi. 14414, 'ex Hampi villages courte 
Mabeshwari 1977, pe 2) - = 


395. AE, 2.8g, 18mm 


ў. 


Obv: As 394 
Rev: As 394 but with Ondradhvaja counter mark 


396. AE,10.8g, 18mm 


ive arched hill, taurine below 
Rev: Blank 
(MSI, pl. 1#18, ex Hampi villages) 


397. АЕ, 4.27g 


Obv: Six arched hill, swastika at each side 
Rev: Blank 
(MSI, р.1#19, MATEC 4603, ex Hampi 
villages courtesy Todymalla Auction 7385) 


398. AE, 7,64g, 21mm 
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Obv: As 397 but heavier denomination 
Rev: Blank 
(courtesy Maheshwari 1977: ppe 4) 


399. AE, 8.6g, 20mm 


Obv: As 398 but hill flanked by triskeles or left 
facing swastikas 

Rev: Blank 
(Maheshwari: 1977, type 3) 


Deccan — Miscellaneous 


CATALOGUE 
Unifaced Type 
400. AE, 4.05g, 19mm 


Ujjain symbol, railed tree, quadriped 
: Blank 


. AE, 3.86g, 17mm 


© 


Obv: Swastika and taurine in circle 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Marudhar e-auction 1084500) 


402. AE, 1.6g, 12mm 


Obv: Hollow cross with arrow-heads 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Marudbar e-auction 1349) 


IN THIS CHAPTER 
UNIFACED TYPES 


Chapter Three 


Post Mauryan 
Central and Western 
Indian Coins 


COUNTERMARKED TYPES OF 
CENTRAL INDIA 


Ujjain Region 
Е 


UJJAIN REGION COPPI 
Ep... s 5 
Vaisnavite Deity with Crested Р 


DIVERSE POST-MAURYAN 
TYPES OF CENTRAL AND 
WESTERN INDIA 


Die-struck Copper Coins 


K n attributions of 
struck coins of Central In 
lack of inseription 


the many uninseribed die- 
"lia are impossible due to the 
Xl proven find spots, The earliest 
among than are deeply impressed by a dic, which was 
ch smaller than the x 
re ra an the Пап, and they are showing such 
Sas elephant, elephant with four-crescent- 
symbol, bull with four-crescent-symbol or lion with 
Пиц, Such types were placed by Robert 7 
(1983) to the earliest phase of Indian copper coinage, 
¿e tothe 3nd century BCE, Together with the early east 
coppers they may have been produced asan alternative 
for the tiny Mauryan silver wasaka Find spots of such 
carly specimens have been reported from western 
ind from the Ganges valley. 
Die-striking was the preferred coin technique in 
western Malwa and the frequently seen incused dics 
are reminiscent of the contemporaneous local 
coppers from the Taxila region, In contrast eastern 
Malwa had a special liking for punchmarked coppers. 
‘Thus one may assume that most of the concerned 
coin types originated from post-Mauryan 2nd century 
BCR western Malwa, or from culturally and 
economically related regions south of the Narmada, 
ie north west Maharashtra and Vidarbha. This is 
supported by the frequent typological links to the local 
jinin series, the latter exhaustively published by N. 
Kothari (2000). A number of uninscribed dic struck 
copper coins from western central India with reverse 
emblems other than ‘Ujjain symbol" or with plain 
reverse have been included in Kothari's 'Ujjayini 
coins’, some others were published by R. K. Sharma 
(2011) and by S. J. Mangalam & P. Tiwari (2001), 
the latter publication treating the Shankar Tiwari 
collection of "апу coins from Narmada valley" 
"Though to a lesser degree die striking was also 
used in eastern Malwa where the 'taurine-fixed-in-an- 
arch! and the 'Ujjain-symbol-with-crescent’ had been 
the characteristic devices. The latter symbol was later 
adopted by the Sátavihanas when they conquered the 
region. The use of the lotus symbol is not region 
specific but it was particularly popular on the local 
ns of the E regions. Some local types 
with repeated eastern Malwa provenances have been 
listed by Mitchiner (2004) as local Vidarbha types. 
Here the geographical proximity of both regions 
could easily explain the occurrence of eastern Malwa 
typesin Vidarbha. 


e 


n- 
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Khandesh in Madhya Pradesh is closely linked to 
the coin tradition of Central India and hence 
considered here. Particularly Prakashe on the banks of 
the Tapi riverisa region where a good number of coins 
\ypologically related 10 those from north of the 
Narmada river have surfaced. Ancient trade routes 
connected Gujarat with Ujjain and the upper north 
‘western Deccan, Bharuch with Paithan and Nasik with 
Ujjain via Maheshwar, the ancient Mahismati. 


Uniface Die Struck Types 
Central India 
CATALOGUE 


Elephant type 
403. AE, 2.88g, 17x14mm 


Obv: Elephant to left 
Rev: Blank 
(De 1983, ype 2) 


404. AE, 2.34g, 14x12mm 


Obr: Elephant with raised trunk to right 
Blank. 


406. AE, 5.27g, 19х18тт 
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jephant to right 


Blank (9) 
(See Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p.84, Dpe 1, rar.1) 


407. AE, 3.94g, 17x12mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, four-crescents-around-circle 


on right 
Rev: Blank 


Obv: Elephant (2) to right, plant-above-railing on 
right 
Rev: Blank 


Bull type 
409. AE, 3.32g, 20x18 mm. 


Obv: Bull to left 
Rev: Blank 


410. AE, 347g, 14x13mm 


Obv: Bull to left, four-crescents-around-circle on. 
left 

Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p89, bpe Ш, rar.3) 


411. AE, 3.57g, 15х12тт 


Obv: Bull to right, four-crescents-around-circle on 
right 

Rev. River symbol 
(This and the following two coins are bifaced, but 
belonging to the зате series are listed bere) 


412. 


Б 


АЕ, 7.95g, 17x16mm 


Obv: As 411 
Rev: Аз 411 but counter marked with deity with 


crested hair style 
(Sane deity appears on Mauryan karsapana 
GH566 which served as prototype for local Ujjain 


coppers) 


Obv: As 412 with but with additional taurines 
Rev: River and two trees 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


414. AE, 5.74g, 15x14mm_ 


one triskelis below, four-crescents 
circle on right with érîvatsa below 
Rev: Blank 


Lion type. 
415. AE, 3.38g, 15x16mm 


on to left, plant and Indradivaja on left 
Rev: Blank 
(MACW 4482 ‘uncertain Punjab state) 


Obv 


Lion to left 
Blank 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


417. AE, 2.72g, 11x10mm 


Obv: Lion to right, Indradlroja above, 'Ujjain symbol 


above swastika on right 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam c Tinuri 2001, p.120, ppe XXXII) 


Horse type 
418. AE, 2.23g, 13x12mm 


Obv: Horseto right, "Ujjain symbol above 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari, p.120, XXXIII, rar. 
MATEC 4768 "Vidarbha provenances’) 


419. AE, 3.75g, 16xl4mm 


: Horse to right, swastika below, Ujjain symbol 
to left, horizontally placed railed tree on 
bottom, river on right 


Rev: Blank š 
(MATEC 4774, "Vidarbha provenances’) 


Ob 


Tortoise type 
420. AE, 0.83g, 12x11mm_ 
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Obv: ‘Tortoise and two swastikas 
Rev: Blank 


Fish type 
421, AE, 0.20g, 7mm 
y 


Obv: Fish to left 
Rev: Blank 
(Kothari 2005, pe 284) 


Tree type 
422. AE, 2116, 11x10mm 


am 


Obv: Railed tree 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam e Tiwari 2001, p.98, VI, rar.2) 


423. AE, 1.48g, 12x9mm 


Obv: Railed tree 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p.98, 171, rar.1) 


424. AE, 7.14g 


Obv: Railed tree, inverted taurine and swastika 
below 

Rev: Blank 
(courtesy Rajeor's anction 1446) 


425. AE, 5376 
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Obv: Railed palm@) tree in square, taurines in field 


Obv: Blank 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 6#30) 


Tree and symbol type 
.78g, 8x8mm 


Obv: Railed tree left, Indradhaja above river to right 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p.110, XV1,var.1) 


427. АЕ, 1.32g, 11x10mm 


Obr: Railed tree right, Indradbraja above 'Ujjain 
symbol’ to left 
Rev: Blank 


428. AE, 0.68g, 8mm 


A% 
Obv: Railed tree to right, ‘Ujjain symbol’ and 
Indradbvaja to left 
Rev: Blank 


. АЕ, 2.97g, 14mm 


Obv: Taurine and railed tree to left, ‘Ujjain symbol" 
to right 

Rev: Blank (traces of overstruck undertype) 
(Kothari 2006, #299) 


430. AE, 1.28g, 13x12mm 


Obv: Railed исе to right, 'Ujjain symbol, taurine 
and horizontally placed Indradbvaja to left 
Rev. Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p.105, X, war.1) 


431. AE, 3.0g, 16mm 


Railed tree, wheel above 'Ujjain symbol’ on 
right, swastika above rata on left, river at 
bottom, taurines on top 


Rev: Blank 
(Kothari #301/ courtesy Prakash Jinjunadiya) 


Obv: Railed tree, six-armed-symbol above sun on 
left, Ujjain symbol above 3-arched hill on 
right, river below 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


° 
g 


v: Railed trec, ,Ujjain symbol’ on right, wheel 
above six-armed-symbol on left, river (snake?) 
at bottom 

Rev: Blank 

(Kothari 2006, #271 /‹ ‘courtesy Girish Sharma) 


434. AE, 2.36g, 16x15mm 


Ом Railed tree, "Ujjain symbol above taurine on 
right, snake) on left, river at bottom 

Rev: Blank 
(Kothari 2006, #272 war.) 


Obv: As 434 but with а taurine on toy 
Rev: Blank i 
Kothari 2006, #272/, ‘courtesy Amit Udeshi 


436. 


BD 


Obv: Railed tree above river flanked by two 
Indraadbuaja symbols I 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam č Tiwari, p.99, VI, rar.3) 


Multi-armed symbol type 
437. AE, 1.49g, 10mm 


Obv: 6-armed-symbol 
Rev: Blank 
(Kothari 2006, #281) 


438. AE, 0.82g, 9x9mm. 


Obv: Six-armed-symbol with alternating taurines-in- 
open-nailing and arrow-heads, fish in each 
corner 

Rev: Blank 

Swastika type 

439. AE, 0.62g, 9mm 


Obv: "Ujjain symbol'+ multi-armed symbol 
Rev: Blank 
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440. АЕ, 1.776, 11x8mm 


Obv: 8-armed symbol 
Rev: Blank 


441. AE, 1.24g, 9mm. 


Obv: Swastika 
Rev: Blank 
(Taxila region har a similar type but deeply inewsed) 


Obv: Swastika in round incuse 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari, p. 117, XXVI) courtesy 
Rajor's auction 3981) 


"Four-crescent! type 
443. AE, 4.55g, 15x11mm 


Obv: Four-crescents-around-circle 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Marudbar e-anction 1084508 
"Khandeth region’) 


Obv: Four-crescents-around circle 
Rev: Taurine 
(Conrtesy Todywalla auction 91#31,Ujjain area) 


n 
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Hill type. 
445. AE, 131g 


Threc-arched-hill with crescent and triskelis 
and two taurines above 

Rev: Blank 

(Courtesy Vishal Jain) 


‘Two hills type 
447. AE 


Obv: 


Obv: Railed taurine-standard between two hills 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Parveen Jain) 


448. AE 


Obv: Fish between two hills 
Rev: Blank 

(Conrtesy Parveen Jain) 
Deity type 
449. AE 


Obv 
Rev: 


Obv: 


Rev: 


451. 


° 
Ж 


Obv: 


Snake-holding deity on left, railed tree on right 


Blank 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Deity with stick and kamandalu, threc-arched. 
hill on right, chakra above six-armed-symbol 
on left 


Blank 
(Kothari 267/ courtesy Noushad Mansuri) 


AE, 2.78g 


v: Standing deity or possibly Brahmin with crude, 


bent stick in his left.and kamandalu in his 
right; Ujjain symbol’ top left, wavy line 
bottom left 


: Blank 


(Courtesy Zeno 28527, Girish Sharma) 


. АЕ, ca.lg 


Standing human holding stick in right and 
kamandalu in left, Makara-standard on hill on 
left 

Blank 

(Makaradbvaja belongs to Paricanitra worship and 
stands for Pradyumna, one of the Пуні ina, the 
deified heroes of the Vrsni clan] courtesy Sameer 
Panchal) 


Malwa 
Malwa (2) 
CATALOGUE 
Lion type 
453. AE, 3.05g, 18x15mm 


Obv: Lion to right, swastika above, peacock at 
bottom 
Rev: Blank 


(Avinash Ramteke reports many such specimens from 
Paoni in Vidarbha) 


Western Malwa 
CATALOGUE 
Elephant type 
454. AE, 2.86g, 13mm 


Obv: 


Zlephant to right with ‘Ujjain symbol! above 

оп right, railed tree and three-arched-hill on 
left 

Rev: Blank 


Bull type 
455. AE, 4.07g, 20x15mm 


Obv: Bull to right, railed tree on right 
Rev: Blank 
(Found together with local Ujjain copper coins) 


456. АЕ, 2.75g, 15х12тт 
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Obv: 
Re 


Bull to right., three-arched hill on right 
Blank 


(Found together with local Ujjain copper cuins) 
457. AE, 1.52g, 12x11mm 


Obv: Bull to right, unconnected 'Ujjain symbol" and 
taurine above 
Rev: Blank 


458. AE, 0.39g, 7x5mm_ 


Oe 


Оу: Swastika on left, ‘Ujjain symbol above, bull to 
right 

Rev: Blank 

"Ujjain symbol! types 

459. AE 


оа 


Ob: "Ujjain symbol" with taurine in cach corner 
Rev: Blank 


(Mangalam & Tiwari, p.94, V, rar) 


AE 
xQ 
LJ 
ow 


Ujjain symbol’, swastikas and fish in corners 
: Blank 


(Mangalam 
461. АЕ, 1.94g 


460. 


Tiwari, p.94, V, var6) 
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О: ‘Ujjain symbol! with swastika Їп each corner 
Rev: Mank 
(Many Pe Tir, A95, V, тк, ПОЈ martaiy 
Minah Singh) 


462. АЕ 


wL) 


Otw: ‘Ujjain symbol with swastikas and taurines in 


iis corners 
Blank 
(Alata е inan, p96, V, nun 1 5) 


463, AB 


Г] 


bud in each corner 


Obv: "Ujjain symbol with fle 
Rev: Blank 

(Mangalam & liyun, A96, V, ran td) 
464. ЛЕ 


Ob 


+ Blank 
(Mangalam с 


465. AE 


Tiwari, 112, XIX, мкг!) 


LJ 


Obv: As 464 but unconnected orbs 
Blank 
(Mangalam & Vinuri, p.102, ХІХ, r2) 


AE 
5 
Obv: Indrudingia on lefi, Ujjain symbol! on right 


Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tin 


466. 


из,» 


IN, м) 


467. 


IN 


Об: "Hollow cross! on Jefi, ‚Ujjain symbol! on right, 
swastika between taurines on top 

Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Vinari, p95, V, mr.I2) 


468. AE 


TN 


с Swastika on left, Ujjain symbol! on right 
Blank 
(Mangalam & Ттт, p96, V, nar.13) 


469. 


Obv: Ujjain symbol, srinata, Jpale-mark" 
Rev: Blank 


Eastern Malwa 
CATALOGUE 
‘Tree symbol type 
470. AE 


Obr: Railed tree on right, lotus above Indradhrgja- 
on-hill on left, river at bottom 

Rev: Blank 
(courtesy Rajesh T-S. Nair) 


471. AE, 1.57g, 11xl1mm 


Obv: Railed tree on left, swastika above Indradbvaja 
onhill to right 
Rev: Blank 


(Mangalam &Tinari 2001, p.111, XVI) 
472. AE, 1.65g, 12x12mm 


Obv: Railed tree on right, swastika on left, lotus on 
top on left, river at bottom 
Rev: Blank 


Obv: Railed tree, swastika above 'Ujjain symbol with 
crescent’ on left, (Indradbugja on right, river 
below) 

Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 4782/ courtesy Classical Numismatic 
Gallery auction 2087) 


‘Taurine in arch type 


474. АЕ, 1.32g, 13x11mm 


Obv: Railed tree, Indradbugja on right, "Ujjain symbol 
above 'taurine-in-arch’ on left, river at bottom 
Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 4776, 'Vidarbba provenance courtesy 
Bankar, Zenot#33585) 


Obv: Railed tree in centre; swastika above railed 
Indradbvagja on right; nandipada above taurine- 
in-open-railing on left, river at bottom 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Rajesh TS. Nair) 


Post Mauryan Central and Western Indian Coins 75 


476. AE,0.5-2.1g 


Obv: Railed tree on left, taurine-in-open-railing on 
right with swastika above, river at bottom 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari, p.111, XVIII) 


477. AE, 0.68g, 9x7mm 


Obv: Taurine-in-open-railing 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari, p.91, 1V, 0.355:3.5g) 


478. AE 


Obv: Taurine-in-open-railing, fish on r. 
Rev: Blank 


Ujjain symbol with crescent type 
479. AE 


ea 


Obv: Crescent-on-Ujjain-symbol, railed tree on right 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari, p.93, V, var3) 


fap 


Obv: Railed Indradhnaja on left, "Ujjain symbol! on 
right, taurine on top, taurine-between- 
swastikas at bottom 

Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari, p.93, V, var4) 
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481. 


Obs: "Ujjain-symbol-with-erescent* 


Rev; Blank 
MATEC 4770) 


Vimar, p93. 


Obv: ‘Ujjain-symbol-with-creseent’ with additional 
hooked line in cach quarter; symbols around 


Rev: Blank 
(Courter Казақ. TS. Nair) 


Lotus type 


483. AE, 3.21g, 17x15mm 


Oln: Bight petal lotus 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Taran 2001:101,npe VI, rar.1/ 
Уытты 2011, pL XVII 30, Jabalpur region ex КЇ, 
Pandey collect 


484. AE, 1.64g, 17x13mm 


DD 


Obs: Lotus with swastika and taurine 
Rev: Blank 
(M 


j 


dum e шып 20010101, npe VII, rar. 6) 
485. AE, 0.58g, Ix) mm. 


Obv: Ten petal lotus 
Rev: Blank 
(Sharma 2011, p¿NIII, 16, Терип region) 


486. 


led tree on right, taurine and 
м on top, (Fiver on 


Obv: Lotus on left, r 
horizontally 
bottom) 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Rajesh Т.Х. Nair) 


Obv: Lotus on left, railed tree on nght 


Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Turan, р. 104, var IN) 
488. AE 


Oy: Lotus on left, 'Ujjain symbol’ on right, tunn 
at bottom 

Bank 
(Mangal 


иш) 
Four Nandipada type 
489. АЕ, 


Obv: Rournandipada symbol 

Reo Blank 
(Mangalam = Timori. 117, NNN, an 1/ for 
defaced type see below) 


UNINSCRIBED BIFACED 
DIE-STRUCK COPPER 
COINS 


‘The dominant local coinage of western Malwa had 
been the Ujjain copper series with the characteristic 
‘Ujjain symbol as reverse emblem but types with 
different reverse emblems are known from that 
regions as well Reverse types other than ‘Ujjain 
symbol’ such as six-armed symbol, four nandipada 
symbol, swastika or frog may be distinctive marks of 
different coin issuing authorities. This is supported by 
the find spots of the 'crude human holding nandipada- 
standard! types with frog and swastika reverse from the 
Junagadh region of Gujarat, Kulkarni (in Kothari 
2005: 8) reported great numbers of these types which 
regularly surface in the Kathiawad region. Overstrikes 
of such local Gujarat coins on copper coins of the 
Indo-Greck Apollodotos 11 published by Shailendra 
Bhandare (2011: 57-58) suggests a date for these local 
Gujarat coins later than 80 BCE, Other local die- 
struck coinages of Central India, such as the series of 
local Ujjain coins, appear to be considerably earlier, as 
their typological origin from Mauryan prototypes 
suggests. They may be dated from about 150 BCE 
onwards. 

In analogy to the local Gujarat coins other reverse 
emblems might also stand for different authorities, 
which like the Gujarat types could have reached the 
markets of Ujjain by way of trade. Nevertheless the 
obverses of these types borrow their devices mostly 
from Ujjain coin types thus reflecting the predominant 
position and the influence which Ujjain exercised in 
western Malwa and adjacent territories. Among the 
relevant publications are those already mentioned 
above, ie. the BM Catalogue by Allan, Mitchiner's 
works, Kothari (2006), Mangalam and Tiwari (2001) 
and Shastri (2011). In addition to the local bifaced dic- 
struck coins from Central India, the local Gujarat coins 
and those from northwest Maharashtra are also 
catalogued, All these coins are closely related and 
typologically influenced by trade contacts alonga close 
nct of trade-routes. A peculiar reverse emblem on 
some Khandesh coins is the ‘hollow cross’ with 
another symbol such as a hill or a swastika inside. A 
frequently used Khandesh coin reverse emblem is also 
an encased 'Ujjain symbol’ surrounded by such devices 
asa border of taurines,a ‘hollow cross’ ora square. 
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Saurashtra 
CATALOGUE 
Reverse type swastika 
490. AE, 1.08g, 10x9mm 


Obv: Five-arrows-around-circle-above-railing 
Rev; Swastika with taurine at each arm 
(MIGIS 1196, 3rd from L; BMC, p.256, n0.96) 


491. AE, 1.81g, 10x10mm 


Obv: As 490 

Rev: As 490 but double swastika on reverse 
(ВМС, p.255, na94/ courtesy Classical Numismatic 
Gallery 13426) 


492. AE, 0.57g, 7х7тт 


f: Swastika with taurine at each arm 


j. AE, 1.52g, 12x11mm 


ix-armed.symbol to left, taurine standard in 

center, crude human standing to right, 
Indradbraja below 

Rev: Swastika with taurine at each arm 


(BMG pl. XIX, паб) 
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494. AE, 2.52g, 15x 15mm, 


Ob: As 403 but ri 


r with taurines at bottom 


(BMC, pl. NIN, no 5; Kothari 227) 
Rev: As 493 
495. 56g, 18x17 mm 
рак 
Oby: As 494 
ev: As 494 but two swastikas with талира at 


cach arm 


(BMG, p.254, n 85; Kotharitt 331) 
496. AE, 


“05р, (Heavier weight) 


As 495 
Ах 495 
(Courtesy Rajgors Auction 3881) 


497. АЕ, 8.53g, 18x18mm 


Obv: As 496 but without river symbol 
Rev: As 496 


498. AE, 0.54g, 10x7mm 


Obv: Railed tree 
Rev: Swastika 


Reverse type érivatsa 


v: Wheel (chakra) in border of dots 
Śriratsa 
(Courtesy Rajgors Auction 26811) 


500. AE, 2.54g, 13mm 


Obv: As 499 but round and different mata 
Rev: As 496 


Obv: Deity (Siva) standing to left, three-arched-hill 
above fish-tank on right 

Rev: Srinatsa (linked to Saurashtra frog type below 
with similar obverse design. The crude éritutsa 
here even resembles a crudely depicted frog) 
(Courtesy Raybunadha Raju) 


Reverse type frog 
502. AE, 3.72g, 15x15mm 


Obv: As 501 but the deity with stick in right and 
kamandalu in left hand (Siva) is standing on 
right and the hill above fish-tank is on left, 
river at bottom 

Rev: Frog-in-square 
(Kotharit#246) 


503. 


Obv: 


504. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


505. 


AE, 3.80g, 15x15mm 


9g 


six-armed-symbol to left, taurine-standard in 
center, crude human standing to tight, river 
with taurines below 


: Frog 


(MIGIS, na 1195; Kothari##332) 
AE, 4.43g, 18x13mm 


As 503 but additional Indradhvaja 
Frog 
(ВМС, pLXXXVII, na7) 


АЕ, 5.20g, 16x16mm 


As 504 without river, only straight bottom 
line 


2 frog 
. AE, ca.3g 


: Crude human in center, railed tree to left, 


Indradbuaja to right. 


: Frog 


(Kothari##333 var] courtesy Asad Khan) 


. AE, 3.50g, 17х15тт 
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Obv: Three-headed Siva with kamandalu in right 
hand and stick in left, railed tree on right 

Rev: Frog (with taurines at the sides) 
(Kothari#t247) 


508. AE, 4.0g 


Obv: Deity standing on lotus with railed tree on 
right and uncertain device on left, river at 
bottom 

Rev: Frog in square 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuvadiya) 


Reverse type tortoise 


Obv: Five-arrows-around-circle above railing 
Rev: Two tortoises 
(Kothari#338 var) 


510. AE, 5.24g, 22x20mm 


ix-armed-symbol to left, taurine-standard in 
center, crude human standing to right, 
riverbelow; all in a circle 

Rev: Two tortoises with a taurine on each end 
(Kothari 339) 


Western Malwa 


CATALOGUE 
Reverse type six-armed symbol 
511. AE, 1.02g, 9mm 


$9 
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Obv: Bull to left, {Ujjain symbol’ above, two taurines 
on left 
Rev: Six-armed symbol 


512. AE, 0.74g, 10x9mm 


Obv: Bull to right, unconnected ,Ujjain symbol 
sto railed tree on right 

-armed symbol 

pone H249 var) 


513. AE, 0.90g, 9mm 


Rev: 


Obv: Bull to right on left, standing Siva on right 
holding a stick and £amandalu „Ujjain symbol’ 
on top left 

Rev: Six-armed symbol 
(Kothari 248) 


514. АЕ, 1.02g, 12x11mm. 


Obv: Standing Siva holding stick and kamandalu, 
Indradhraja on left, swastika above taurine 
on right 

Rev: Six-armed symbol 
(Kothari 252) 


Obv: Standing Siva holding stick and éamandaly in 
centre, railed tree on left, ,Ujjain symbol" 
above two taurines on right, river on bottom 

Rev: Six-armed-symbol 
(Kothari 251) 


516. AE, 1.14g, 10x7mm 


Obv: Elephant to right 
Rev: Six-armed-symbol 


Eastern Malwa 
CATALOGUE 
Reverse type four-nandipada-symbol 
517. AE, 1.55g, 11x11mm 


Obv: Railed tree in center, river below; swastik 
above Indradhraja on right; Ujjain symbol" 
above chakra on left 

Rev: Four-nandipada-symbol 
(compare MATEC 4786-88) 


518. AE, 2.62g, 12x12mm 


Obv: Indradbvaja between plant-buds on top of hill 
Rev: Four-nandipada-symbol, central 'Ujjain symbol" 
(Sharma 2011, pL XVII, 36, Pandey collection, 

Jabalpur; MATE 


Obv: Indrudbvaja on top of hill on left, railed tree on 
right, river below 

r-nandipada-symbol, central chakra 

(Courtesy Rajesh 


520. AE, 0.49g 


Rev: 


Obv: Lotus with fish, swastika, 


taurine and 
Indradav: 


round 
ida-symbol 
(Courtesy Akshay Jain) 


521. AE, 1.98g, 10x10mm 


Obv: Chakra to right, swastika above Indradinyia on 


left, two taurines at the bottom 
Rev: Four-nandipada-symbol 


522. AE, 7.32g, 19x18mm. 


v: Bull to right, Indrad/voja above 
: Four-nandipada-symbol 


523. AE, 5.56g 


Obv: As 522 with railed tree visible on right 
and Ujjain symbol above 

Rev: As 522 
(MangalameTiwarip.90, IIl,rar.7| Courtesy 
HoshedarGhaswalla) 


Reverse type lotus flower 
524, AE, 0.62g, 8mm 


525. AE 
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Obv: Bull to right 
Rev: Lotus 
(Courtesy Rajesh T.S.Nair) 


526. AE, 1.14g, 10x8mm 


tailed Indradhraja, taurine on right 


Rev: Lotus 


Obv: Elephant to right 

Rev: Railed tree on right, lotus to left, swastika and 
taurine below 
(Courtesy Rajesh T.S.Nair) 


Obv: Water-tank with central island, two ducks, fish 
and tortoises swimming in the water 

Rev: Railed tree to right, lotus to left, two taurines 
and river below 


Obv: As 528 
Rev: Railed tree on left, lotus in centre, railed 


standard on right 
(Courtesy Asad Khan) 


0000000... 


Central India 
CATALOGUE 
Reverse type érivatsa 


530. АЕ, 0.62g, 9x6mm 


82 Ancient indian Coins 


(Mangalam Tiwari, p.106, XI, var.1) 
Reverse type six-armed symbol 


531. AE, 0.718, 8x7mm_ 


Obv: Railed tree to right, ,Ujjain symbol to left 
Rev: Six-armed-symbol 


532. AE, 4.10g, 17x15mm 


Obv: Lotus 
Rev: Six-armed-symbol (Ujjain symbol" undertype) 
(Mangalame*Tiwari, p.102, VIM, var.3) 


533. AE, 2.77g, 18x17mm 


Obv: From left to right whorl, elephant, railed tree; 
six-armed-symbol above 
Rev: Six-armed-symbol to left, Indradivaja to right 


Bull type 
534. AE, 9.23g, 22mm 


Obv: Bull to left, railed Indradhvaja on left, river 
below 

Rev: Elephant to left, Indradbngia "Ujjain symbol" 
and three-archcd-hill above 
(Mangalame Tiwari, p.119, XXXI, vart1/ 
courtesy Girish Sharma) 


535. AE, 0.76g, 10x9mm 


Obv: Elephant to right on left, swastika on right, 
"Ujjain symbol’ above 

Rev: Bull to right, 'Ujjain symbol above 
(Kothari#213) 


536. AE, 0.83g, 10x9mm 


Obv: Bull to left, Indradbraja on left, river below 
Rev: Railed tree 


Obv: From left to right taurine, hand-symbol, 
standing human; horizontally placed railed tree 
on top; river and plant at the bottom 

Rev: Whorl on left, Indradbraja on tight, ‘Ujjain 
symbol on bottom to right, ovoid device on 
bottom left 
(Provenance: Mabeshwar, MATECH4797/ courtesy 
Madbusudbana Rao) 


Bird to left, thick dot below and above 
(For other coins depicting this horned deity see under 
"local Ujjain’, courtesy Girish Sharma) 


539. AE, 1.0g, 10mm 


inding deity holding a stick 

$ and kamandalu to 
lefi, swastikas and taurine on ўр 
Rev: Taurine and river 


(Courtesy Marudhare-aucion 10484492) 
540. 


ted headless Lajja Gauri pregnant 
Seated headless Lajja Gauri after delivery 
(Provenance Mandsanr, courtesy Girish Sharma) 


541. AE, 2.75g 


Obv: Feminine portrait to right wearing earrings, 
hair tied with a thick dot in the back 
Rev: Lion or tiger to right. 


542. AE, 1.0g, 8x8mm 


Obv: Female river deity with two fish in her right 
hand, the left akimbo; she has earrings and 
apparently a vessel on her head; swastika on 
top left 

Rev: Lion standing right 


543. AE, 1.17g, 11x8mm. 


Bo 


Obv: Similar to 542 
Rev: Tree | 
(For another 'fish-deity' type se local Ujjain series) 
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Uncertain types 


Obv: Lion to left on right, railed trec on left, chakra 
above 

Rev: Makara to right, rita flanked by taurines on 
top, swastika-border around 
(Provenance: Mandsaur, courtesy Girish Sharma) 


545. 


Obv: As 543 
Rev: Elephant forepart of Makara is clear 
(Provenance: Mandsanr, courtesy Yogeshwar Puri) 


546. AE, 2.70g, 12x11mm 


E 


Obv: Railed pole, sword and curved symbol 
Rev: Bird (or Makara?) 


Obv: Chakra 
Rev: Railed tree, ‘Ujjain symbol" on left 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


548. ЛЕ, 8.23g 
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Obv: Railed standard with row of four taurines on 


top 
+ "Threc-arched hill 
(Courtesy Rajgors action 48833| findspot eastern 


Mahr) 


Khandesh 


CATALOGUE 
549. AE, 7.44g 


Obv: Railed tree 
Rev: Srivatsa 


Obv: Railed tree in incuse, taurine on left 

Rev: Swastika inside 'hollow cross’ 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery auction 
13#8) 


551. AE, 63g 


¢8 


Obv: Railed tree in incuse, taurine on left 
Rev: Three-arched-hill inside 'hollow cross’ 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 7831) 


552. АЕ, 4.38g, 19mm 


z 


Obv: Elephant to left above river symbol 
Rev: Three-arched-hill inside 'hollow cross" 


553. AE,1.10g, l0x8mm. 


Obv: Elephant to right, 'Ujjain symbol’ above, river 


below 
Rev: Four taurines inside 'hollow cross’, dotted 


border 
(Marudhar auction 16#19) 


554. AE, cast 


Lion-on-hill, sun above, square frame 
"Ujjain symbol inside 'hollow cross" 
(Kandesh or Junnar(?), courtesy Girish Sharma) 


555. AE 


Obv: Seated female deity, Indradbugja 
Rev: Ujjain symbol-inside-square 
(Courtesy Zeno#21397, Amol Bankar) 


556. AE 


Obv: Snake holding deity, swastika and taurine on 
left 

Rev: Ujjain symbol-insidc-'hollow-cross' 
(courtesy Ganesh Nene) 


557. АЕ, 2.36g, 14x14mm 


Obv: Railed tree, Indradinaja on right, river below 
Rev: Ujjain-symbol-inside-circle, border of taurines 
(courtesy Marudbar auction 14#12) 


558. AE, 3.86g, 16mm 


Obv: Bull towards standing Siva, 
above, river line below 
Rev: As 557 


559. AE, 2.03g 


six-armed symbol 


Obv: Bull to right, taurine and swastika above 
Rev: Ujjain-symbol-inside-circle, border of fish 
(courtesy Ganesh Nene) 


560. АЕ, 0.83g, 12x10mm 
(Saar 


ж 


Obv: Bull to right, taurine in front of bull, three- 
arched-hill above, railed tree г. 

Rev; Ujjain symbol in ‘hollow cross taurine at cach 
cardinal point 


0000000... —— 


Nasik Region 


CATALOGUE 
561. BILLON, 2.85g, 15mm 


Obv: Chariot with charioteer (570) drawn by two 
horses, bull and sun above, railed trec on left 
Rev: Lotus in double square 


562. BILLON, 3.63g 
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Obv: As 561 but another bull and taurines visible at 
the bottom 
Rev: As 561 


(courtesy Todywalla auction 93812) 
563. AE, 2.06g 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi (Laksmi standing on lotus, 
watered by two clephants cach standing on 
lotus besides the goddess) 

Lotus in circle, border of taurines alternating, 
with arrow-heads around 

(courtesy Todywalla auction 938 14) 


Obv: A chariot type coin over struck on the 
abbisheka-Laksmi type listed above 

Rev: Reverse of a chariot type overstruck оп 
obverse of abhisheka-Laksmi type 
(courtesy Girish Sharma) 


565. 


Obv: Chariot drawn by two horses to left 
Lotus, 'Ujjain symbol’, rinctia, damaru and 
wavy line 

(Courtesy Vaikunta Chary Ragi) 


566. AE, 7.75g 


Obv: Elephant to right, swastika and taurine in 
square 

Rev: Railed tree on left, hill on right, fish, дда 
and chakra above 
(courtesy Girish Sharma] ex Todywalla auction 
878408) 
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CENTRAL INDIAN LEAD 
TYPES 


Lead coins were widely used in the Deccan but to a 
much lesser extent in Central India at least before the 
advent of the Sitayahanas. Below are listed some 
post-Mauryan/ pre- Sà ana period lead types 
from north western Maharashtra and a few rarely 
encountered cast and die-struck lead types from the 
Ujjain region in western Malwa. In eastern Malwa near 
modern Jabalpur local rulers of ancient Tripuri had 
issued a series of dic-struck lead coins inscribed in the 
names of Bhavadatta, Ajadatta and Abhayadatta. R.R. 
Bhargava had published such coins (1988-89: 6-8, 
1992: 29-46) which were later republished by R. K. 
Sharma (2011: 145-150). Under Satakarni, the 
hanas conquered the region around the middle 
of the Ist century BCE. Their inscribed coins name 
the ruling Sátavihana king but, though typologically 
modified, they clearly continue the local lead coins of 
the region. Followers of the Satavahanas in the Tripuri 
region were the Bodhi kings and following them the 
Sena kings, both issuers of a series of small lead coins 
inscribed in the names of: Siva Bodhi, Vasu Bodhi, Sri 
Bodhi, Vira Bodhi, Chandra Bodhi (the Bodhis); and 
Yagasena, Sundarasena, Mahãsena and Sujethasena 
(the Senas). Sri Vasaka and Sri Siva are two further 
names tentatively identified by M.C. Choubay (1976: 
69) and typologically related to the Bodhi and Sena 
coins. The earliest cataloguing of the Bodhi and Sena 
coins was done by Rapson (1908) the most recent 
survey can be found in R.K. Sharma (2011: 157-171). 


Ujjain Region 
CATALOGUE 
Cast coins 


567. LEAD, 1.13g, 14mm 


ФФ 


Obv: Bull to left 
: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Marudhar auction 1185281) 


568. LEAD, 8.76g 


Obv: Taurine above nandipade, swastika above 
damaru on left, taurine-standard on right 
Rey: Ujjain symbol on left, railed double-canopy- 
standard to right, river on top 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 18889) 


569. LEAD, 13.06g 


Obv: Taurine with two small smas/ikas at top corners. 
Rev: Ujjian symbol on left, pole-on-round-base to 
right, wavy lines on top 
(Rajgors auction 189) 


With names inscribed 
Pusyamitra 


570. LEAD, ca.10.0g 


Obv: Bull to left on right, to left railed tree, circular 
object and Indradhnaja above bull 

Rev: Ujjain symbol above river, Brahmi legend 
pusamitasa 
(A different square lead cast type with the same name, 
published by P Kulkarni 2006, is known from 
Haryana.) 


Isipála 
571. LEAD, 4.68g, 16mm 


Obv: Elephant to right on left, unconnected Ujjain 
symbol above, uncertain object on right 

Rev: Brahmi legend isipalasa (ot isipalitasa) 
(Harry Falk bas explained the name as corresponding 
to rsipdla-sya or rsi-pálita-sya, i.e. ‘the опе who is 
protected by the гй (=saptarsayab)', courtesy 
Prakash Jinjuvadiya) 


Die struck coins 


572. LEAD, 7.17g 


v: Railed tree on lef, six-armed-symbol above 
Ujjain symbol! on right, uncertain device on 
right 

Rev: 'Bale-mark’ (as on copper PMCs of Ujjain 

area) 

(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


573. LEAD, 5.10g 


Obv: Elephant on left , railed tree on right, river 
below 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, small Ujjain symbol in each orb 
(Courtesy Rajgors auction 48#36) 


574, LEAD, 5.87g 


Obv: Railed tree above three-arched-hill, Indradbraja- 
on-pedestal on left, Ujjain symbol above 
nandipada on right 

Rev: Blank 
(Conrtesy Girish Sharma) 


575. LEAD, 4.37g, 16x16mm 


Obv: Railed tree, 6-armed-symbol on top left, 
Indradiuaja with swastika and taurine on 
bottom left | 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol, taurines in 
corners и 
(Also listed under "Local Ujjain coins’) 
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Obv: Deity standing with stick in his right hand, sun 
at top, railed tree on left 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with dot in each orb 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


577. LEAD, 5.2g, 19mm 


Obv: Vaisnavite deity with crested hair, chakra and 
Ujjain symbol 

Rev: 'Bale-mark’ 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjunadiya) 


Obv: Standing human figure wearing large earrings, 
Ujjain symbol and nandipada (2) on left, 
second human figure in side profile on right, 
fish on top 

Rev: Вайса tree 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Obv: Railed tree flanked by river symbols 
Rev: Ujjain symbol, stylized (lotus?) flower 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 3282) 


.---0000000 
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North west Maharashtra 


CATALOGUE 
580. LEAD, 2.39g 


Obv: Seated goddess (Laksmi) 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen] seated Laksmi lead coins 
from Prakashe of post-Siitavibana period exist with 
different reverse types such as lion, írivatta or lotus; see 
$. Godbole 1997: 31) 


581. LEAD, Lig 


Obv: Horse to right, lotus flanked by two taurines 

above 

Rev: Lotus in border of dots and taurines 
(Courtesy Gautam Jantakal) 


Obv: Lion to right, Indradhraja in front 
Rev: six-armed-symbol 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 13811) 


583. LEAD, 23g 


ain symbol above elephant to left on right 
with Ujjain symbol above, railed tree on left 
Rev: Deity holding standard, nandipada on left, 
six-armed-symbol on top left (?) 
(Courtesy Hoshedar Ghaswalla) 


584, LEAD, 3.0g 


Obv: Horse-drawn chariot to left 
Uncertain 

(Courtesy Ameet Lomate] see billon and copper 
chariot types from Nasik area listed above) 


———------—-0000000----—------ 


Central India 


CATALOGUE 
585. AE 


Obv: Portrait to right 
Rev: Кайс tree, river below (?) 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma] NW-Mabarashira) 


-—-—————-0000000-—-——- 


Tripuri Region 
CATALOGUE 
586. LEAD, 4.93g 


Obv: Railed Indradhnaja on left, standing deity 
holding stick in his right and kamandalu in his 
left hands р 

Rev: Frog 
(see RR Bhargava, 1988, ND ro112, p.6/ courtesy 
Rajgors auction 168230) 


587. LEAD or BRASS 


Obv: Standing human in centre, railed tree on right, 
taurine-in-arch on left, Indradhraja on top, river 
at bottom 

Rev: Blank 


(RR Bhargava, 1992: 34, described as brass but 
similar specimens in lead are known) 


Obv: Swastika with taurine at cach arm 
Rev: Blank 


(A mniface coin, Courtesy Bombay auction 4189) 
—————0000000........... 
Dattas 


А dynasty of local kings of the Tripuri region of the 
early Ist century BCE who issued a series of lead coins 


‚ inscribed in their names. When the Satavahanas 


conquered the region about 50 BCE they continued 
the issue of local coins with a human figure standing in 
between a railed tree anda hill symbol. 


CATALOGUE 
Abhayadatta 
589. LEAD, 9.0g, 22mm 


G5 e 


Obv: Tortoise with Brahmi legend around reading 
rario abbayadatasa, standing human figure on 
left 

Rev: Railed tree on left, frog on right 
(RR Bhargara 1988-89: 7) 


Bhavadatta 
590. LEAD 


Obv: Standing human, railed tree on left, taurine 
above three-arched-hillr, river line below 

Rev: Swastika with taurine at each arm, Brahmi 
legend around reading raño bbaradata(sa) 


(R.K.Sharma 2011,p.146, no.1) 
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Obv: As 590 
Rev: As 590 but legend raño ajadatasa 
(RK Sharma 2011, p.147, no.2) 


0000000. 


The Satavahanas 
CATALOGUE 
Sata 


592. LEAD 


Ge 


Standing human, 3-arched-hill on left, Brahmi 
legend around reading raño siri satasa 

Rev: Elephant to right on left, railed tree above, 
three-arched-hill on right, river below 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


Obv: 


Satakarni 


593. LEAD, 3g, llmm 


nding human in centre, three-arched-hill on 
left, railed tree on right, river line below 
"Crescented Ujjain symbol’, Brahmi legend 
around reading raro siri sitakanisa 

(RK Sharma 2011, p.149, var 1 | courtesy ¿met 
Lomate) 


Anonymous 


594. LEAD, 4.15g 
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Obv: Railed tree on left, ,erescented-Ujjain-symbol" 


on right. : 
Rev: River flanked by two three-arched hills 
(R.K Sharma 2011, pl XIII, то.22) 


-0000000----------- 
The Bodhis 


CATALOGUE 
Sri Bodhi 
595. LEAD, 0.2g 


Threc-arched hill, Brühmi legendsiri bodhisa 
Blank 


(RK Sharma 201 1, p.16383/ courtesy Raman 
Sankaran) 


Virabhodi 
596. LEAD, cag 


Obr: Brihmi legend адо around 3-arched hill 
Rev: Blank 
(Canrtesy Girish Sharma) 


597, LEAD, 1.12g, 12mm 


HS 


Obv: As 596 but with legend smrabodasa 
Rev: Human figure 
(RK. Sharma 2011, p. 16384) 


Sivabodhi 
598. LEAD 1g, 10mm 


۵ 
& na 
< б 


Obv: Three-arched hill, Brahmi legend sivabadbisa 
around 

Rev: Blank 
(RK Sharma 2011, p.15981) 


Vasubodhi 
599. LEAD, 0.6g, 7mm 


90) 


Obv: As 598 but Brahmi legend sesabadasa 
Rev: Blank 
(RK. Sharma, 2011, p.1614#2) 


Chandrabodhi 
600. LEAD, 0.5g, 7mm 


HEN 
"da 
n 


Obv: As 599 but legend chadrabodbisa. 
Rev: Blank 
(RK. Sharma, 2011, p.165#5) 


0000000. 
The Senas 
CATALOGUE 
Yaéasena. 
601. LEAD, 1.12g, 11mm 
ЭС) 
Obv: Three-arched hill flanked by wavy lines, 


Brahmi legend yasarenasa 
Rev: Blank 


(RK. Sharma 2011, р.168#1) 
Sundarasena 


602. LEAD, 0.72g 


GG) 


Obv: As 601 but ley 


end sudarasenasa 


human figure on right 
(К.К. Sharma 2011, p. 1682) š 


Mahásena. 


603. LEAD, 2.0g, 13mm 


$ 22 
б —— 


Obv: Two crescents back to back, Bršhmi legend 
mabasenasa 

Rev: Ladder-like symbol on left, human figure , 
river below, tu like character on right 
(R.K. Sharma, 2011, p.169#3) 


Sujesthasena 


604. LEAD, 1.5g, 12mm 


E 
ШӨ 


Obv: Three-arched hill flanked by wavy lines, 
Brihmi legend suyathasenasa around 
Rev: Human figure 
(RK. Sharma, 2011, 16984) 


Incomplete Legend 
605. LEAD 


QG 


Obv: Three-arched-hill flanked by wavy lines, 
Brahmi legend part around reading ...senasa 
Rev: Standing human, railed tree on т. 
(Conrtesy Girish Sharma) 


COUNTERMARKED TYPES 
OF CENTRAL INDIA 


‘A good number of ancient Central Indian copper 
coins, in most cases highly worn specimens, have been 
counterstruck- either on die-struck coins from 
western Malwa but also on punchmarked Eran-Vidiéà 
types from eastern Malwa. In some cases the 
countermark is a standing human figure holding stick 
and kamandalu, possibly representing god Siva. 
Sometimes the deity is depicted with a small Ujjain 
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symbol with unconnected orbs above the shoulder, 
sometimes without, Siva-like countermarks are known, 
since long and had already been published by Allan 
(BMC, pLXXXVIII, nos26-8). Other BMC Ujjain 
types have been countermarked with a railed tree 
symbol (BMC, pl XXXVII, no.3).To these can now be 
added a number of other countermarks such as a 
natia symbol, which sometimes is flanked by two 
small taurines, a swastika flanked by two taurincs or a 
bull with or without additional swastika or additional 
Ujjain symbol. Kothari (2006) lists a number of 
countermarked coins from the Ujjain region, among 
them his type 316 which is countermarked with a 
three-arched hill symbol with an arrow-head on its top. 
А more elaborate version thereof has the arrow-head 
in a railing with two snake-like wavy lines flanking the 
hill. A very unusual hitherto unpublished countermark 
shows a railed Makara. Judging from the degree of 
wear the overstruck coins had been in circulation for a 
Jong time, and the counter striking had probably not 
taken place before the Ist century BCE. 


Ujjain Region 
CATALOGUE 
Srivatsa countermark 
606. AE 


Obv: Srinatsa countermarked on worn Ujjain 


coin type 
Not available 


(Kotharit#314) 
607. AE, 2.15g, 14x13mm 


Rev: 


Obv: ‘Sritatsa flanked by nwo taurines! counter- 
marked on reverse of Ujjain type 
Rev: Indistinct traces of Ujjain obverse type 


608. AE, 820g 
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termarked on 


Obv: ныз 
uncertain central Indian coin type 


Rev: 


Triskelis countermark 


609. AE, 4.96g 


Obv: Triskelis countermarked on Ujjain type 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


(Couren М 


sb Singh) 


Swastika and taurines countermark 


610. AE 


Obv: ‘Swastika flanked by taurines' counter marked 
on reverse of Ujiain coin type 
Rev: Not available 


Fish tank countermark 


6n. 


Об: "Tank with fish and torta 
on Ujjain region coin type 
Rev: Not available 
(Courtesy Girih Sharma) 


Bull and swastika countermark 


612. AE, 3.96g, 17mm, 


Obv: "Bull and swastika’ countermarked on Ujjain 
region type of which Siva, hill and chakra are 
visible 


Rev: Blank 


Bull and Ujjain symbol countermark 


613. AE, 8.10g 


Obv: Ujjain symbol above bull countermarked on 


uncertain coin type 


Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 6824) 


Railed-arrow-on-hill countermark 


6M. AE 


Obv: 'Railed-arrow-on-hill-flanked-by-wasy lines 
countermarked on Ujjain region РМ 

Rev: Indistinct punches 
(Kothari 322 / Courtesy Girish Share 


Railed Makara countermark 


615. AE 


Об: "Railed Makara flanked by two taurines 
countermarked on Ujjain region PMC 

Rev: Indistinct p 
(Courte Girish Sharres) 


niches. 


Railed tree countermark 


616. AE 


Obv: Railed tree c/s on Ujjain reverse type 
Rev: Indistinct Ujjain obverse type 
(Каат WIN / Conrtery Girih Sharma) 


Standing deity and railed tree countermark 
617. AE 


-like deity countermarked on Ujjain 
ion type 
Rev: Railed tree countermarked on Ujjain region 


эуре 
(Kotharitt3 12 / Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Standing deity countermark 
618. АЕ, 3.22g 


Obv: Standing multiheaded @) human figure 
countermarked on Ujjain region copper PMC 

Rev: "Ujjain symbol’ and 'bale-mark' punch 
(Kotharit#317 / courtesy Asad Khan) 


619. AE, 7.64g, 21mm 


Obv: Siva-like deity countermarked on Ujjain region 


type 
Rev: Six-armed symbol, hill, Ujjain symbol, river 
(Kotharit#325) 


Eran-Vidisa Region 
CATALOGUE 
Deity counter mark 


620. AE, 5.13g, 16x15mm 
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Obv: Standing deity and Indradireja countermarked 
оп Eran-Vidisa region coin type 
Rev: Indistinct design 


Obv: Siva like deity countermarked on Eran-Vidisa 
region punchmarked coin 
Rey: Lotus punch and Ujjain symbol punch 


Bull countermark 
622. 


Obv: 


Bull in square countermarked on Vidié region 
punchmarked coin 

Rev: Indistinet 

(Courtesy Asad Khan) 


Indradhvaja and Ujjain symbol countemark 
623. AE 


Obv: 'Indradbraja and crescented Ujjain symbol" 
countermarked on uncertain undertype 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Taurine-in-arch countermark 
624. АЕ, 4.53g, 18x16mm 


Obv: "Taurine-in-arch’ countermarked on Eran- 
Vidiéî punchmarked coin type 
Rev: Worn punches, river and lotus visible 
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Nandipada-in-arch countermark 


625. AE, 3.50g 


andiapada-in-arch' countermarked on 
stern Malwa undertype 
* Taurine-in-arch 

(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuradiya) 


—————0000000-—————- 
Bundelkhand Region 
CATALOGUE 


Elephant countermark 
626. АЕ, 446g 


Obv: Railed tree, rest indistinct 
Rev: Bow and arrow, elephant countermark 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 738810) 


LOCAL UJJAIN DIE STRUCK 
COPPER COINS 


Early Avanti in ancient western Malwa was one of the 
Mabijanapadas and Ujjain was the dominant urban 
center of that region. During the 4th century BCE it 
became part of the Mauryan Empire, but soon after 
оа death it regained independence. This was 
interrupted by a temporary Sitavahana occupation of 
the region under Siri Satakani. 

Close affinities to the Mauryan karsipanas in style, 
use of symbols and symbol arrangement suggest that 
the local Ujjain coinage started about 200 BCE. The 
‘bale-mark’, well known from the Mauryan coins 
appears on the reverse of certain Ujjain coin types. 
Copper versions of the Mauryan silver kargipaga 
GH566 illustrate the transition period after which new 
designs were developed, frequently as an arrangement 
of five different devices like on the Mauryan 
karsipanas but now composed in one single die. 

The die-struck local Ujjain coppers appear in great 
numbers and in many types- not astonishing in view of 


the commercial importance of the region, where es 
coppers served day to day transactions and local trade 
affairs. These coins were extremely popular and thei, 
continued use is suggested by association with coins of 
the period 100-300 CE as it was likewise the case with 
Mauryan silver karsapanas which were popular as а 
medium for long-distance trade and large transactions 
even hundreds of years after their time of issue, 

"The depictions on these coins were obviously 
influenced by religious motifs, which were strong 
elements of the cultural and social life of the people of 
Ujjain, like anywhere else in India. Only one type of 
the series bears the city-name, a few types bear 
personal names, but the vast majority are anonymous, 
The characteristic reverse design, the cross with a 
circle at each end, became the "trade mark! of Ujjain 
coins and is thus well known as 'Ujjain symbol’, even 
though it also appears оп many coins outside the 
Ujjain region.Ujjain coins have been published in 
several catalogues since Cunningham's times and the 
BMC by Allan is still an important reference. The most 
recent and exhaustive survey has been given by 
N.Kothari (2006). 

Devices frequently seen on Ujjain coins are 
symbols and animals comparable to those on other 
coins of ancient India. Many of such symbols refer to 
different forms of nature worship among them 
celestial symbols, mountains, trees, water-ponds and 
rivers and among the animals bull, elephant, horse and 
lion occupy a prominent position. Of special interest 
are human depictions as they are among India's earliest 
representations of deities in anthropomorphic form 
and thus most important for the iconographic 
development of these deities. Different researchers 
have tried to identify them and have frequently come 
to divergent conclusions. The matter is not simple asin 
this early stage of iconography the depiction of a deity 
together with its characteristic symbols and attributes 
was not yet fully developed and sometimes different 
deities were even associated with the same symbols. 
The latest approach to the subject has been done by 
Handa (2013) who clarified controversies on some 
deities and originally proposed the identification of 
others. Laksmi experienced a general adoration by 
believers of different cults who wouldn't have 
hesitated to beg assistance from the goddess of wealth, 
Prosperity and fortune. She was depicted on several 
coin types of Ujjain, The most prominent deity on this 
coin series is however certainly Siva Mahikila whose 
cult was very prominent at Ujjain. 

Weights differ widely within the series of local 
Ujjain copper coins from pieces of less than 0.5g to 
heavy weights of 25g (the heaviest recorded specimen 
offered at a public auction weighed 25,8%). 
Cunningham (1891: 97) regarded the Ujjain coins as 


being struck according to a coy 
system with the са, 9 
80 лийн, In reali 

difficulty of defining clear denomina 
copper coins would be understandable 
would have been a token currency 
correlation to the intrinsic metal value. In 
decisive factor for the acceptability o 
have been its general appearance. 
typological features allowin 
fluctuations forthe weight, 


copper Кагуарара wei 
Эк Karsipana being equi 
we have а great Пос 


f this coinage 
without strict 
that ease the 


R а certain margin of 


Siva 


Standing Siva, kamandalu in his left, 
stick in his right 


Cult rivalry found its iconographic expression on these 
coins which show how the supreme position of Vedic 
Indra passed to Hindu Siva against such rivals as Уди 
and Brahmi, The author (2015) had earlier published 
some coin types which demonstrate how Siva 
disempowers Brahmi and acquires his water pot 
(kamandalu), originally a decisive attribute of Brahmi 
Bur after all Brahmi was an established cult figure and 

va had at least symbolically to be punished for his 
sin: the cut off head of Brahmi will stick to the palm 
of Siva's left hand until his offense will finally be 
expiated at the holy place of Varanasi. Until then he 
has to walk around in his ascetic form as a beggar 
holding in his left Brahmi’s skull as his begging bowl 
orwater-pot. Thisis reflected on the coins where Siva 
is characteristically holding the kamandalu in his left 
and the stick in his right. Those depictions which show 
the human figure holding the kamandalu in his right 
and a stick in his left probably represent a different 
deity. 


CATALOGUE 
627. AE, Uj 


in, standing Siva, 4.94, 16mm 


iva with Azmandal in his left and 
n left, 
t 


Ob: Standing 
stick in h 
six-armed-symbol above taunnces on n; 
(river below) 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Korharitt 108; MIGLS# 1200) 


right; sun above railed tree 
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628. AE, 7.25g, 17mm 


Об: As 627 but taurine on top right and the deity 
has earrings and different head. 
Rev: As 027 


Similar to 628 but without river 
As 628 
(Courtesy Ra 


ors auction 148211) 


but additional swastika on top 
Rev: As 629 but with additional dot inside each orb 
of Ujjain symbol 


6M. 


Obs: As 6M) but Siva standing on Toni 
Rev: As 60 
(Courtesy Girth Ханта) 


632. AE, 11,994, mm 


Oli As 63 but different kotus depiction 
Rev: 6M 
(Каат 2354 hut larger denomination) 
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633. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


636. 


. AE, 3.34g, 12mm 


AE, 4.26g, 16mm 


Standing Siva, railed tree to left, six-armed- 
ymbol above unconnected Ujjain symbol to 
right, taurine on top, river line below 


v: Ujjain symbol, swastika in each orb and circle 


in each corner 
(Kothari##243) 


. АЕ, 3.58g, 14mm 


Standing Siva, chakra above, Indradboaja to left, 
railed tree to right, river below 


v: Ujjain symbol 


(compare Kothari##178) 


As 634 
As 634 but dot in each orb of Ujjain symbol 


(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuvadiya) 
АЕ, 1.64g, 13mm 


f: Standing Siva, railed tree to left, swastika above 


chakra on tight 


v: Ujjain symbol, swastika in each orb 


(BMG, pLXXXVII, na.10) 


Ob 


Obv: 


Rev: 


639. 


«: Standing Siva both arms bent inward, hill 


above river on left, chakra above railed tree on 
right 


Ujjain symbol, swastika in each orb, footprint 


in each corner 
(Kotharit#234) 


. AE, 1.2g, Птт 


Siva (Bhairava form) facing, sword in his right 
hand, kamandalu in his left, in front of his 
breast; taurine above Indradbnaja to left, ўлана 
above lotus-bud on right 

Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 

(Pieper 2015, p.63, fig-25: Siva disempowers 
Brabmáand acquires bis water-pot/ courtesy Karan 
Singh) 

AE, 1.31g, 10x9mm 


ү: Siva standing on left, éritwtsa above lotus-bud 


on right, (taurine above Jndradiraja on left) 


: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 


(Kotharit#8 1) 


Oby. 


641. 


ү: Siva standing above river, railed tree on right, 


frinatsa on left, three-arched hill on left 
bottom 


: Ujjain symbol, dot in each orb, mata in 


cach corner 
(Courtesy Раша Jobri) 


AE 


Obv: Standing Siva, railed tree and andi left. 
(sis-armed-symbol above Ujjain symbol io 
right, river below) Q 


Rev: otbed Ujjain symbol, sxustitas and 

642. 

Obv: Siva standing above river, Ujjain symbol at top, 
railed tree on left I 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, small Ujjain symbol in cach orb 


(Kothani#258/ courtesy Marudi 
12811010) 


643. АЕ, 172g, 12хПтт 


Obs: Standing Siva, railed tree in decorated railing 
on right 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 


645. АЕ, 422 


Oby: 


Standing Siva, mustika and taurine on top, 
three-arched-hill above fish-tank on left 
Rey: Ujjain symbol, swastika in cach orb 
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646. AE, 3.16g, 18x1dmm 


Obv: 


nding Siva above river, chakra above 
(swastika and Indradinaia) on left, fish-tank 
above railed tree on right 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, swastika in each orb. 
(Kothari# 50) 


: Standing Siva (trident above?), railed tree on 
left., алайны on left 

Rex: Double-orbed Ujjain symbe 
(courtesy Todymalla auction 12: 
15, МАЛИ, па2) 


648. AE, 19.80g 


Handa 2014- 


Obv: As 647 but no trident visible 
Rev: Faint traces of Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Daulal Jobri) 


Standing Siva and Trident 
CATALOGUE 
649. AE 


Obv: Multi-headed standing Siva holding trident in 
raised right and kamandalu in left, railed tree on 
right 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol, border of 
nandipadas and swastikas around 
(Courtesy Daulal Jobrif see Handa 2014-15, 
МАЛИ, wal) 
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Three Headed Siva 


CATALOGUE 
650. AE, 2.65g, 2mm 


Obv: Three-headed Siva (Mahadeva face in center, 
Umi face left, Bhairava face right); railed tree 
оп left., (chakra above fish-tank to right) 
Double-orbed Ujjain symbol, river around 
(Pieper 2015, p.76, nat0/ Ketharit#115) 


651. AE, 4.32g, 17mm 


: As 650 but obverse symbols change sides 
: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Kothani#76) 


652. AE, 2.65g, Mmm 


Obv: As 651 but railed tree on left., six-armed 
symbol above unconnected Ujjain symbol 
on right 

Rev: The four unconnected orbs of an Ujjain 
symbol arranged around a central bull 
(Rothari#69) 


Standing Siva Simplified 
CATALOGUE 
653. AE, 0.78g, 10mm 


Obv: Crude version of standing Siva 
Rev: Dotted Ujjain symbol, taurines in corners 
(Kotharitt63) 


654, AE, 2.40g, 19x10mm 


Obv: As 653 
Rev: Indistict symbol 


Standing Siva with Bull 
CATALOGUE 
655. AE, standing Siva + bull, 4.22g, 17mm 


Standing Siva, taurine and railed tree on right, 
bull on left, Indradhraja above, river below 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol, taurines around 


Bull to right towards standing Siva, six-armed 
symbol above, river below, (railed tree on r) 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain 
(see Койат# 239) 


657. АЕ, 4.48g 


Ob 


ix-armed symbol on 
symbol above bull on left) 
Double-orbed Ujjain symbol, river and two 
taurines around 

(Kotharit#237) 


ight, (Ujjain 


658. AE, 3.4g, 18mm 


Obv: Bull from right towards standing Siva, 
tree on left, river below, swast 
symbol on top 

Ujjain symbol, swastika in each orb 
(Kotharitt43) 


659. AE, 0.99g, 10mm 
Bull from left towards standing Siva, Ujjain 
symbol and two taurines on top 


Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Kotbarit#233B, there clearly bull depiction) 


railed 
tika and Ujjain 


Rev: 


Obv: 


E 


Obv: Bull from left towards standing Siva, 
double circle with arrows emanating from its 
upper part 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Kothari##151 var. [ courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Obv: 


z 


Standing Siva, Indradbogia and chakra on eft, 
(railed tree on right), bull below 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, swastika in each orb 
(Kotharit#51 / courtesy Girish Sharma) 


662. AE 3.18g, 18xlómm 
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Obv: As 661 but additional swastika 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Kothari 99) 


663. AE 8.08g, 20x17mm 


Obv: Standing Siva, bull below, railed tree on |, river 
below, (chakra on right) 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(INS!, sek VIN, pLVI, na7) 


664. АЕ, 5.3g, 17x17mm 


Obv: Bull on left standing towards Siva, railed tree 
Rev: Ujjain symbol, taurine in each corner 
(MIGIS, na. 1203) 


Obv: As 664 but Indradhraja above bull 
Rev: As 664 


(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 
666. AE 15.5g, 26x2lmm 


TE 
AA) 


Obv: As 665 but swastika on right, taurines above 
and river below 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol, taurine-standard 
in each corner 
(ие Kothari##261 for half denomination) 
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Seated Siva with Bull 


CATALOGUE 
667. AE, 3.44g, 14mm 


Obv: Bull towards seated Siva, Ujjain symbol top 
left, railed tree on right, river below 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol, taurines in 
corners 
(Kotharit#218, var.) 


Obv: Bull on left facing towards Siva seated on 
lotus, chakra on top on left, railed tree on right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with Ujjain symbol in each orb, 
taurines in corners. 
(BMG, pl. XLII, na9/ courtesy Girish Sharma) 


669. AE, 4.51g, 17mm 


од 


Bull on left facing towards seated Siva, stick in 
right hand and Aamandalw in left, chakra on top 
left, railed tree on tight, river below 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, taurines and swastikas in orbs 
(Kotharit#33) 


Obv: 


Vaignavite Deity with Crested 
Hairstyle 


Particularly the deity with the, crested hairstyle is 
nearly always holding the kamandalu in his right and 
earlier (2015: 66-71) 1 had discussed it as a possible 
depiction of Brahma appearing as an ascetic monk ог 
priest. Regarding the crested hairstyle as adikha, ie a 
lock left on the shaven head of a Brahmin monk, 
would fit to an image of Brahma in the form of a 
Brahmin- but since then further evidence against this 


assumption has surfaced. On some types the deity with 

crested hair is associated with an animal which 

sometimes has been taken as a bull, which however is 

not the ease. When closely inspected it becomes clear 

that itis never a bull but always a horse. This is another 

argument against the deity with crested hair being а 

Siva depiction, however Brahma with horse would also 
be difficult to explain. Hayagriva, the horse-headed 
avatar of Visnu might be considered and a Vaisnavite 
background is supported by a type which combines 
horse, deity with crested hairstyle and a Makaradhvaja, 
ie. the emblem of Pradyumna, one of the deified 
heroes of the Vrsni clan and son of Vasudeva-Krgna 

Another Ujjain coin type depicts a horse facing the 
Vaisnavite chakra-plough-standard, which combines 
the emblems of Vasudeva-Krsna and his brother 
Balarima-Samkarsana. When viewed in this light and 
context it is also noticeable that the Ujjain horse 
cither those with the horse alone or thos 
association with the deity with crested hairstyle - are 
mostly bearing a prominent chakra and frequently a 
árivatsa. The evidence of these coins makes it thus 
clear that the deity with crested hairstyle has to be 
regarded as a Vaisnavite deity. 


CATALOGUE 
670. AE, 1.0g, 11x8mm 


Obv: Deity with crested hair with stick in his left 
hand and kamandalu in his right, railed tree 
on left 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, railed tree in its center 


671. AE, 1.82g, 12mm 


OO 


Obv: Deity with crested hair to right with stick in 
his left., kamandalu in his right, railed tree on 
left, chakra above fish-tank, river below 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Kothari#78 / courtesy Girish Sharma) 


672. AE, 0.72g, mm 


Obv: Deity with crested hair to left, stick in his lef 
hand and kamandalu in his right, railed tree on 
left, Ujjain symbol on right, taurine and 
swastika 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, taurines and swastikas in orbs 


(Kothani#32) 
Maheshwar region 
673. AE, 5.45g, 15x14mm. 


Obv: Deity with crested hair to left, stick in his left 
hand and, kamandalu in his right friratia in 
center, railed tree to left., river below 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Kotlaritt9) 


674. AE, 1.24g, 9x8mm 


o8 


Deity with crested hair to left with kamandalw 
in his right hand and stick in his left, facing 
horse on left, паа on top 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 

(Kotharit#135 animal clearly depicted as borse) 


675. AE, 3.86g, 15х14тт 


Ob: 


Obv: Deity with crested hair left facing horse, 
Ujjain symbol and taurine above, taurine and 
swastika below, railed palm-tree on right 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, swastika in each orb, taurine in 
each corner 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


676. 


Obv: 


Rev: 
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AE 


Deity with crested hair above horse, river 
below, Ujjain symbol above chakra 
Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 

(Courtesy Daulal Jobri) 


Obv: 


Rev: 


678. 


679. 


° 
E 


Deity with crested hair right facing horse, 
horizontally placed, railed tree above, river on 
left, Ujjain symbol below 

Ujjain symbol, three-arched hill and small 
Ujjain symbols alternating between the orbs 
(Kothari 264 photo courtesy Todyusalla auction 
9386) 


AE, overstruck by Satavahanas 


PIN 
б ДУ, 


: Deity with crested hair, horse and Ujjain 


symbol type overstruck by Satavahana symbol 


v: Ujjain reverse symbol overstruck by 


Satavahana elephant to left design with 
truncated Brahmi legend around 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


AE, ca dg 


ү: Deity with crested hair standing above horse 


оп right, six-arched-hill above railed 
Makaradbraja on left., river below 


Ujjain symbol, swastika in cach orb 


(Makaradbvaja, the emblem of Pradyumna, one of 
the deified beroes of the Vrsni clan and son of 
Visudeva-Kesnasupports a Vaismanite context for 
this deity) 

(Photo courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 
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680. AE, 5.60g 


Obv: Deity standing above elephant, river below, 
threc-arched-hill above Makaradhvaja (emblem 
of Pradyumna) on left 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with dots in each orb 
(D.Handa 2014, p.19, no. 12; see RK Sharma 
2011, pl. XIX, ноз, for related type [courtesy 
Madinsudbana Rao) 


--0000000-———— 


Deities 
Standing Deities 
Deity and Elephant 
CATALOGUE 
681. AE, 6.59g, 17mm 


Obv: Trec-on-hill in center, on left deity with stick 
in right hand and kamandalu in left., elephant. 
on right 

Rev. Dotted Ujjain symbol, ўна countermark 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjusadiya) 


Horned Deity 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Horned deity (Siva?) to right holding stick in 
right hand and kamandalu in left, railed tree in 
decorated square on right, taurine on top 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Obv: Horned deity (Siva?) standing facing, stick in 
his right and Aamandalv in his left, railed 
tree right 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 
‘hollow cross' 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


684. AE, 3.3g, 15mm 


astika in each orb, additional 


Obv: In square incuse: horned deity 
shoulders (Siva?), Ujjain symbol 
symbol’, river below, horizontally placed railed 
tree on top 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, taurines in corners 


Vase Holding Deity 
CATALOGUE 
685. AE, 3.176, 17x15mm 


Obv: Vase-holding standing Аппарйгуа 
symbol above horizontally placed Indradh 
оп left railed tree on right 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
Handa (2013:35) had proposed to identify this deity 
as Annaplimá. 


(BMG, XXXVII, na21) 


Taurine Holding Deity 
CATALOGUE 


686. AE, 3.0g, 15x14mm. 


Ом Standing female deity with taurine in upraised 
left, right akimbo, chakra above Ujjain symbol 
on left, taurine above railed tre on righ, 
(river below) " 


Rev: Ujjain symbol, swastika in each orb 
(Kothari#t48) 


687. AE, 4.38g 


Obv: Standing female deity with taurine in upraised 


left hand, swastika, Ujjain symbol and four 
taurines on left 


Rev: Ujjain symbol, taurine in each corner 
(Kothari##57/ courtesy Bombay anction 48812) 


Fish holding River Deity 
CATALOGUE 
688. AE, 1.0g, 8x8mm 


Obv: Female deity holding two fish with her right 
hand standing in open railing, taurine on right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Kotbari#5) 


689. АЕ 2.83g, 11x11mm 


AB 


sh holding deity, basket-like object on left 
Ujjain symbol 


Shasthi 
CATALOGUE 
690. AE, 1.95g, 14x12mm 
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Obv: Standing multi-headed female deity, railed tree 
оп right, river below 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, swastika in each corner 
(Kothani##58 war/ Handa, ICS-NL, 51, p.34, who 
identified the deity tentatively as Shasthi) 


691. AE, 2.63g 


Obv: As 690 but river with tortoises and Indradbraja 
on right 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with hollowed orbs 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Mithuna (couple) 
CATALOGUE 
692. АЕ, 2.81g, 17x15mm 


Obv: Standing male and female holding hands, river 
below, (mastika on top right) 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, taurine in each orb 
(Kotharitt28) 


Seated and Dancing Dei 
Seated Lakgmi 

CATALOGUE 

693. AE, 3.1g 


ted Laksmi, holding lotus in her left hand 
jinin symbol 
(Kotharitt 179) 


694. AE, 0.46g, 8mm 


| 
| 
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Seated Laksmi, holding lotus in her right hand 
Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharitt 134) 


Abhiscka Laksmi 
CATALOGUE 
695. AE, 3.10g, 15x11mm 


Obr: Seated Laksmi watered by two elephants 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharit87) 


Deity Holding Snake (Mansadevi?) 
CATALOGUE 
696. AE, deity holding snake, 2.57g, 14mm. 


Obv: Deity seated or dancing on lotus both arms 
raised holding snake-like object in right hand, 
taurine and swastika on left 

Rev: Faint traces of dotted Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharitt120/ courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


697. AE, 1.90g 


Obv: Dancing deity holding serpent-like object with 
his right hand, (river with fish on both sides) 
Rev: Dotted Ujjain symbol 
(Kothari##121/ courtesy Rajgors auction 168231) 


698. 


Obv: Deity seated on lotus holding snake-like object 
with his right hand, railed tree on right 


Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
D.Handa (2013:26) proposed a Kailiya-damana scene 
‘for this and the previous two coins, ie. the deity being 
Krsna subduing the serpent in the Yamund river. 
(Kothari#89/ courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Squatting Ascetic 
CATALOGUE 
699. AE, , 2.35g 


Obv: Sqatting ascetic (Brahmin?), rough stick or 
branch in his right hand, river on left 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol, crescent in each 


corner 
700. 
Obv: Squatting ascetic, four curved lines depicting a 
fire at the left bottom 
Rev: Ujjain symbol, swastika in cach corner 
Reminiscent of Indo-Greek Telephos type, Brabmin 
sitting at fire 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 60830) 
Deity Seated Above Lotus 
CATALOGUE 
701. AE 


Obv: Deity seated or dancing above lotus, left hand 
on knee, right hand raised), lotus on left, 
rest uncertain 

Rev: Dotted Ujjain symbol 
fKothari 29, var courtesy Prakash Jinjunadiya) 


702. AE, 3.81g 


Obv: 


Rev: 


703. 


Deity seated on lotus, taurine on left shoulder, 
left akimbo, right hand raised, lotus on ей, 
taurines on right h 
Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 

(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


AE 


Obv: 


Rev: 


104. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


seated on lotus, stick in right hand, 
kamandalu in his left., railed tree on left., chakne 
on right, taurine on top 

Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 

(Kolhariti80/ courtesy Girish Sharma) 


AE, 2.5g, 14mm 


Deity seated on lotus, river below, railed tree 
оп left and Indradbvgja on right 
Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 

(Courtesy Karan Singh) 


Oby: 


Rev: 


706. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


Deity seated on lotus, on right сали above 
Indradbeaja with two taurincs below 
Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 

(Courtesy Fodywalla auction 114450) 


AE 


Аз 705 but with two taurines placed on top 
As 705 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuradiya) 


-—-———-0000000------—-—- 
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Animals 
Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
707. AE, 1.49g, 11mm 


Obv: Bull to right, chakra above, railed tree on right, 
river below, (fish-tank top right, Indradbuaja 
bottom left) 


Rev: Ujjain symbol, small Ujjain symbol in cach orb 
(Kothari#t15, var.) 


708. AE, ca. 4-56 


Obv: As 707 
Rev: Doublc-orbed Ujjain symbol with swastikas 
(Kotharité15/ courtesy xenott29892) 


709. AE, 0.68g, 8mm 


oO 


Obv: Bull to right, taurine above, railed tree on right 
= Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharitt86) 


70. AE, 3.86g 


Obv: Bull to right, above Ujjain symbol, Jana, 
fish-tank 


Rev: Unconnected double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
with standing human figure in center 
(Kotharit#70/ courtesy zenot7010) 
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7H. AE, 4.27g 


ү: As 710 but railed tree on right 
Human figure in center of Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


712. АЕ, 5.79g 


° 
g 


v: Bull to right towards railed tree, six-armed- 
symbol and swastika above bull, Ujjain symbol 
оп right, river around 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, small Ujjain symbol in each orb 

(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Obv: Bull seated to left, railed tree on left, river 
below 

Ujjain symbol 

(Courtesy Girish Sharma] courtesy Rajgor's auction 
16#232) 


714. AE, 2.70g 


Rev: 


v: Bull seated to left., palm-tree on left., айа 
above bull 


Rev: Ujjain symbol, taurines in corners 


(Courtesy Yogeshyar Puri) 
715. AE, 1.59g, 10x10mm 


Obv: Bull seated to left in a square 
Rev: Ujjain symbol above river in a square 


716. AE, 1.14g, 10x8mm 


v: Bull to right 
: Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharit#196) 


717. AE, 0.95g, 10x9mm 


Obv: Bull to right, four crescents and swastika above 
Rev: Two Ujjain symbols and svastika 
(Kothari## 163 var.) 


718. AE, 0.75g, 10x9mm 


Obv: Bull to right, taurine and swastika above, 
taurine on right 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with taurines in between 
the orbs 


719. АЕ, 0.62g, 8x8mm 


Obv: Bull to right, mustika, Indradbogja and taurine 
above 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 


(Kotharit#94) 
720. AE, 0.85g, 11x10mm 


Obv: Bull to right, taurine, mustika and Indradbvaje 
above 


Rev: Ujjain symbol, taurines in corners 


721. AE, 0.72g, 9x8mm 


au 


Bull to right, Ujjain symbol, stick and vase 
above 


Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
722. AE, 0.69g, 9x8mm 


© 


Obv: Bull to right, taurines and dotted circle above, 


railed tree on right 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol, taurines in 
corners 


723. АЕ, 1.62g, 11x8mm 


Obv: 


z 


Bull to right, six-armed-symbol above, railed 
tree on right 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 

(Kothari##200) 


724. АЕ, 1.476, 1x8mm 


ФЕ 


Obv: Bull to right, railed tree on right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharitt1 59) 


725. AE, 0.52g, 9x8mm 


a8 
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Obs: Bull to left, Ujjain symbol left, railed tree right 
Rey: Dotted Ujjain symbol, taurincs in corners 


726. AE, 3.80g 


v: Bull to right, Indradhugja berwcen two taurines 
above, railed tree on right 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 

(Kotharitt138) 


727. AE, 3.52g, 17х15тт 


Dotted Ujjain symbol 


728. AE, 4.26g, 17x15mm 


Obv: As 727 
: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 


729. AE, 3.72g, 17х15тт 


Obv: As 726 
Rev: Restruck on Аппарйгуй type 


730. AE, 3.32g, 16x12mm 


Obv: 


Bull to right, taurine and swastika above and 
swastika in front of bull, railed tree on right, 
river below 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 

(Kothari##38) 
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731. AE, 4.98g, 18x18mm 


Obv: Bull to right, railing on right with Indradbaja 
above, river line with fish above the bull 


Rev: Ujjain symbol, ératsa in each orb 
(Kothari#116) 
Horse Type 
CATALOGUE 


732. AE, 9.04g, 20xI5mm 


Obv: Horse to right, horizontally placed railed tree 
above, river-line with fish on left, Ujjain 
symbol below, anastika between two taurines 
оп right 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with taurines and snastikas in 
corners 
(Kotharit#36) 


733. 


Obv: As 732 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with taurines inside its orbs 
(Courtesy Раш! Јов). 


734. AE, ca. 4-5g 


Obv: ла, Ujjain symbol, 
swastika, Indradleaja and śrivatsa above, railed 
tree on left, river below 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharitt101/ courtesy DaulalJobri) 


735. AE 


Horse to left towards chakra-plough-standard 
under which are placed Indnadbrgja and Ujjain 
symbol, srinafsa above horse, tree on right, 
river below 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, swastikas and taurines 
alternating in corners, 

The association of the borse with the Vaisnavite 
chakra plongh standard supports the identification of 
‘he deity with crested hair, which is associated mith a 
borse on several types, as a Vaisnavite deity 

(Photo courtesy Danlal Jobri) 


736. AE, 13.62g 


Obv: Horse to right facing battleaxe-topped-by- 
nandipada, river below, triangular-shaped 
symbol and vase-like object above 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Handa 2013, pLV1,no.3/ courtesy Girish Sharma) 


737. AE, 12.06g 


° 
z 


v: As 736 but railed tree visible on left and Ujjain 
symbol above the horse 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Bombay auctions 2811 from Khandwa) 
Elephant Type 
CATALOGUE 


738. AE, 0.58g, 9mm 


Obv: Elephant to right 
Rev: Dotted Ujjain symbol 
(Kothari##186, var.) 


739. AE, 0.72g, 8mm 


$09 


ephant to right, аёли, taurine а 
symbol on top 


Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


741, AE, 2.43g, 13mm 


Obv: 


acing elephant, railed tree left, river below, 
Srivatsa above 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Rajesh Saxena/ compare facing lion type 
from Ujjain) 


743. АЕ, 0.51g, 9x8mm 


Obv: Elephant to left, Ujjain symbol above 
Rev: Double-orhed Ujjain symbol 


744. AE, 0.69g, 9x8mm. 
m 


Obv: Elephant to right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharit# 136) 
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745. AR, 0.75g, 10x9mm 


ephant to right 
symbol with a dot in cach orb 


746. AE, 1.38g, 10x10mm 


Flephant to right, Ujjain symbol and taurine 
above, sasika on right 
Rev: Dotted Ujjain symbol, taurines and тәй аг in 


corners 
(Katharill5) 


747. AE, 1.45g, 10x9mm 


imal OS 


Ору: Elephant to right, этил, taurine and 
Indrudbruja above 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharitt 146) 


748. AE, 2.54g, 15x14mm 


Оһ: Elephant to right, river below, taurine on left, 
above, Ujjain symbol (and chakru) 
Indradivaja to right 


mbol 
(Kotbaritt145) 


749. AE, 3.75g, 16x14mm 


Obv: 
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Obv: Elephant with raised trunk to right, chakra 
ove, railed tree on right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol, taurines in corners 


(ВМС, pl. XXXVI, но) 
750. AE, 4.65g, 14x14mm 


lephant to right, railed tree on right, байлу 
and Ujjain symbol above, river below 
Rev: Ujjain symbol, йаза in cach orb 


(Kotlari 4, nar.) 
751. AE, 4.67g, 14x13mm 


o 
g 


«: Elephant to right, railed trec on right, six- 
armed-symbol and chakra above, river below, 
swastika on left 

Rey: Ujjain symbol, small Ujjain symbol in cach orb 

(Kotharit#255) 


Elephant Headed Makara 
752. АЕ, 1176 


Obv: Makara with elephant-head and fish-tail, Ujjain 
symbol above 


Rev: Ujjain symbol, dots in corners 
(Kothari#t7) 


Lion Type 
CATALOGUE 
753. AE, 0.54g, 8mm 


ӘӘ 


Obv: Lion to right, Ujjain symbol on right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharit#187, rar.) 


754. AE, 0.73g, mm 


o0 


Lion to right, mutita above the lion 
cv: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Katlarill 187) 


755. АЕ, 0.81g, 9x8mm 


Фа 


Obv: Lion to right, Ujjain symbol on right 
in symbol with a dot in each orb, triskeles 
in corners 


756. AE, 0.89g, 11x9mm 


@ 9 


Obv: Lion resting to right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharit#197) 


757. AE, 1.30g, 10x9mm 


aa 


Об: Lion to right, railed tree on right, river below 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Kothari#90) 


758. AE, 4.93g, 14mm 


e 


ion to left, Ujjain symbol above, railed tree 
on left, river below 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharit#182) 


759. AE, 3.54g, 13mm 


Obv: Lion to right, Ujjain symbol above, river below, 
railed tree on right 


Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 


Tortoise Type 
CATALOGUE 


760. AE, 0.79g, 9%7mm 


Obv: Tortoise in square frame, crescent in corners 
Rey: Dotted Ujjain symbol, additional taurine 
(Kothari##68) 


761. AE, 0.94g, 8x8mm 


Obv: Tortoise in frame, circles in corners 


Rev: Ujjain symbol, taurine in corners 


762. AE, 1.23g, 9x8mm 


Obx: Tortoise in frame, fish in corners 
Rev: Dotted Ujjain symbol 
(Kolharit 17) 


Multi Symbol Type 
CATALOGUE 
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Obv: Railed tree, Ujjain symbol, Indradbnaja with 
swastika on left and taurine on right, river 
below, fish-tank (and chakra) on top 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Kothari#73) 


764. AE, 5.55g, 16mm 


© 


Obv: As 763 but the railing has nine compartments 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen) 


765. AE, 4.64g, 13mm 


Obv: Railed tree, (Ujjain symbol), аба, swastika on 
left, (chakra) and fish-tank on right, river below 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Katbaritt 110) 


766. АЕ, 5.75g, 19mm 


Obv: Railed tree, six-armed- 
above taurine, swustika, 
symbol; river at bottom 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with mastika in each orb 
(Kothari#49 / courtesy Paul Coenen) 


767. AE, 1.30g, 11mm 


mbol, Indradhraja 
tank and Ujjain 


Obv: 


Railed tree, Ujjain symbol, Indradbraja, swastika 
and turine 
Rev: Dotted Ujjain symbol 


768. AE, 1.32g, 10mm 
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Obv: "Three-arehed-hill, Indnad/nyja, six-armed- 
symbol, лш and sun at top 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with a dot in cach orb 


(КоШап ЭЭ) 


CATALOGUE 
769, AE, 0.86g, 10mm 


Obv: Railed tree, Ujjain symbol 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharitt 185) 


770. AE, 2.99g, 12mm 


Railed tree in square, fish around 
Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharitt74 / courtesy Girish Sharma) 


771. AE, 1.98g, 12mm 


Obv: Railed tree, taurine at each side 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharitt 184 courtesy xeno1 29571) 


772. AE, 2.76g, 12x11mm 


Gu 


Obv: Railed tree, taurine on left 
Rev: Dotted Ujjain symbol 


773. AE, 0.82g, 8mm 


Rev: Ujjain symbol 
774. AE, 0.82g, 8mm 


Obv: As 773 
Rev: As 773 but but a dot in each orb of the Ujjain 
symbol 


775. AE, 0.91g, 10mm 


BZ 


Obv: Railed tree, Indradbgja on right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


776. АЕ, 1.23g, 1imm 


Ob: Railed tree, river below 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


777. АЕ, 1.11g, 10x8mm 
Obv: Railed tree with crescent on top, mustika and 


rine on right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


778. AE, 1.13g, 9x8mm 


Obv: Railed tree, river on right, 
taurines on top 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


779. LEAD, 4.37g, 16x16mm 
2 


G 


Obv: Вайса tree, six-armed-symbol and Jndradbraja 
with mustika and taurine on left, uncertain 
device on right 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol, taurines in 
corners 


(Kothari##61) 
780. AE, 0.96g, 10x7mm 


Ва 


Obv: Tree-in-vase, dagger on right 
Rev: Dotted Ujjain symbol with a dot in each orb 
and a dot in between the orbs 


781. АЕ, 1.90g, 14x12mm 


Indradbvaja on left, 


Obv: Tree-on-hill 
Rev: Multiple Ujjain symbols 
(compare Kothari##166) 


782. АЕ, 4.19g, 15х14тт 


Obv: "Tree-on-hill, fish-tank and six-armed-symbol 
left 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, taurines and swastikas in orbs 
(Kothari#31) 


—————0000000-————— 
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Srivatsa Type 
CATALOGUE 
783. AE 


Obv: Srivatsa, chakra above Indradbnaja on left, river 
below, (railed tree on right) 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Kotharit#96 | courtesy Girish Sharma) 


784. AE 


Obv: Ўлада, river below 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuradiya) 


——————0000000-—————— 


Chakra Type 
CATALOGUE 
785. AE, 1.40g 


Obv: Chakra in round incuse 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Kothari 164/ courtesy Oswal auction 60833) 


———0000000-——- 
Six Armed Symbol Type 


CATALOGUE 
786. AE, 0.45g 
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Obv: Six-armed-symbol 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Katbarill24 1, tur.) 


787. 


used six-armed symbol 
cd Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Zeno 21461) 


Obv: 
Rev: 


Fish and Triskeles Type 


CATALOGUE 
788. AE, 0.66g, 7mm 


Obv: 


Two fish and two triskeles around dot, square 
frame 


Rey: Ujjain symbol 


————0000000--————- 


Inscribed Type 
(in alphabetical order) 
CATALOGUE 


Bramha 
789. AE 


Obv: Standing deity, bent stick or branch in left. 
hand and Aamandelu in tight, Ujjain symbol 
on left, Brihmi letters bramha top right 

Rev: Six-arched hill topped by uncertain device 
(thought to be a swan, i.e. Brahmas attribute, 
by Handa), uncertain Brahmi legend below 
‘The obverse ketters might identify the depicted figure as 
Brabma (D.Handa 2013:31-32) but it could also 
just be a Brahmin, 

(Courtesy Рама! орт) 


Bhumimitra 
790. AE 


Obv: Seated deity, both arms bent, Aamandali in his 
left hand and stick in his right, chakra above 
railed tree on left and vertically placed В 
legend bbumimitara on tight 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, small Ujjain symbol in each 
orb, nandipadas alternating with swastikas in 
corners 


(Kothari##254/ courtesy Karan Singh) 


Obv: Deity seated on lotus, chakra above railed tree 
left and Brahmi legend bbumimitasa on right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol, small Ujjain symbol in each 
orb, nandipadas alternating with swastikas in 
corners 
(Kothari#t254/ courtesy Prakash Jinjuvadiya) 


792. АЕ 2.93g 


Obv: Elephant r, Brahmi legend béumimitasa placed 
inwards around the elephant 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol,taurines in 
corners 


Obv: 


у 


Elephant to right above river-line, Brahmi 
legend bbumimitasa placed inwards around the 
elephant 
Rev: Dotted Ujjain symbol 

792 and 793 might have been issued by а namesake 
from Vidarbha 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Кайе Lajaye (king of Gujarat) 
794. AE, 3.34g 


Elephant to left, Brihmi le, 
Standing Visnu holding chakra in his right 
hand with his left hand akimho, standing 
Laksmi, her right hand akimbo and her left 
uplifted, fniutsa-like plant between them 
(Courtes 7's auction 689] thanks to Harry 
Falk for baring identified the lend as йе 
Lagáyssing of Lata (=Gajarat)) 
Sidhātho (madana) 


795. AE, 5.62g, dmm 


gend Raze аде 


Obv: Fish-tank from which wate 
branching, flanked by two 
legend sidhitho(madana) below 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 
The credit for haring corrected the earlier reading 
'ratbimadana' goes to Нату Valk (Kotharitt 177) 


Sujetha (Sujyeshtha) 
796. AE, 1.63g 


Оһ: Brihmi legend Sujethasa above bottom linc, 
horizontally placed Indradhraja on top 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 
Different coin types with this same name are known 
from the Sugh region but they are all of lead. This 
coin wus apparently issued by a namesake from the 
Ujjain region] courtesy YageshwarPuri 


Ujeniya (Ujjain city type) 
797. AE 
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Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol above 
Rev: Chakra and foot-print on top, river at 
bottom, 


legend aba in center. 
NV, nos. 14-16 / courtesy 


Vijayaka 
Portrait Type 


798. AE, 5.62g 
is 


Obv: Hellenistic portrait right, Brihmi legend 
rjjafyaka) on right 

Rev: Crescented three-arched hill, mustika in each 
arch 
(MATEC#4627/ see elephant and bull 'rijayaka' 
‘pes abore] courtesy Todynalla auction 1015) 


Bull to right, Irdradhrzja on tight and below 
ically placed Brahmi legend ойла 

Ujjain symbol 
(Kothari##102/ 


800. AE, 2.61g 


штел -Mshay Jain) 


As 7909 
: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(courtesy Каю auction 1488) 
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Obv: Elephant to right, Brihmi legend rijayika on 
right 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Рам! Jobri) 
Standing Deity Type 
802. AE 


Obv: Standing deity, vase-like object in uplifted right 
hand and her left akimbo, Brahmi legend 
rjayika on left 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Conrtesy Shailen Bhandare) 


803. AE, 2718 


°° 


Obv: As 802 but with clearer legend 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Yegeshwar Рип) 


Unattributed 
804. AE, 5.50g, 18mm 


Elephant to left, Ujjain symbol above 

: Lion to right, Ujjain symbol, above three- 
arched hill on right, Brihmi legend ламала) 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuvadiya) 


0000000... 


The Small Jisnu and Rudrila 
Types 


Jisou 
No inscriptional cvidence gives further information 
about these local rulers. The findspots of their coins 
are in western Malwa/Ujjain region and the date of 
their issue appears to have been the 4th century СЕ. 


CATALOGUE 
Wheel Type 


Obv: Wheel, dotted border 
Rey: Brühmi legend isn 
(Kothari 358) 


Rudrila 
CATALOGUE 
Bull Type 
806. AE, 0.34g, 7mm 


o0 


Obv: Bull to left 
Rev: Brahmi legend Rudrila 
(Kothari 357) 


807. AE 


Rev: Brahmi legend Rudrila, crescent above 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Standing Deity Type 
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Map 3: Narmada Valley. 
NARMADA VALLEY CITY- known but this is the only type with the name of the 


STATES 


About a dozen Narmada valley city state coins which 
are inscribed in the name of the respective city are 
known, Such coins had been catalogued by SJ. 
Mangalam & P:Tiwari (2001: 151-174) and by R.K. 
Sharma (2011). Kulkarni (2005:3-21) gave a useful 
survey presenting some new types of the inscribed 
coins of the Narmada valley city states. In a 
geographical order from west to east they are: 
Hathnavar, Madivika, Mahismati /Madasmati, Ujjaini, 
Kurapuriki, Kurari(ys), Kuraghara, Nandinagara, 
уйа, Bhagila(ya) and Tripuri (situated in the Jabalpur 
region, Where as most of the anonymous local copper 
coins of eastern Malwa are punchmarked, the eastern 
Malwa civic issues are dic-struck, except those from 
Bhgili, which are punchmarked. Many of these city 


state coins are made of bronze, an alloy of copper and 
tin, 


Ujjaini 
"The djeniya inscribed elephant type is a prominent 


example and among the first Narmada valley city coins 
published. A few Ujjain types with personal names are 


city on it in contrast to the countless varieties of 
anonymous Ujjain coin types. An unusual symbol on 
this coin type is the footprint. The depiction of the 
footprint (paduka) of a deity is a well known symbol 
of worship but it allows no attribution to a specific 
deity, as this symbol was used by followers of different 
deities, among them Buddha, Siva and Vignu. From its 
association with a chakra in this case а [дунйе 
background might be discussed. 


CATALOGUE 
809. AE 


Obv: Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol above 

Rev: Chakra and foot print on top, river at bottom, 
Brahmi legend ajeniyain center 
(BMG, pl. XXXVII, nos.14-16/ 
courtesy Girish Sharma) 


810. АЕ, 4.97g, 14mm 


oe 


Obv: As 809 
Rev: As 809, clear chakra and footprint 


————000000............. 


Mahismati 


Mihismat is commonly identified with modern 
Miheshwar, south of Indore, on the northern bank of 
the Narmada. Apart from the uniface round bell metal 
or bronze coins of about 6-12g weight (regarded as the 
Катай from ancient texts by Kulkarni), which were 
common to most of these citystates, Mahismati had 
also issued some smaller round and square copper 
coins (R.K. Sharma 2011:125-128). As Mahismati 
coins have been found overstruck by Madasmati, the 
different legends are probably more than just a spelling 
mistake due to carelessness of the engraver. Kulkarni 
(2005: 7) proposed to equate ancient Madasma as 
Mandhati, about 50 km from Mahismad. 


CATALOGUE 
811. BRONZE, 5.85g, 2Imm 


Obv: Brahmi legend Mahismati, wavy line above, 
three-arched-hill, fish and ‘hollow cross" 
below 

Rev: Blank 
(Shastri 2011: 127#V1/ Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Obv: Three-arched-hill and Indradhvaja on top, 
below four-crescents-around-circle and railed- 
taurine-standard, Brahmi legend mabisati (7) at 
bottom. 

Rev: Blank 
(Shastri 2011: 126811 / courtesy Girish Sharma) 
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813. BRONZE,8.22g,22mm 


Square countermark depicting inverted 
legend Madasmati, above river at bottom, in 
center from left to right female figure, 
crouching animal (tiger?), lotus with two 
seated deities, at top hill, Judradbraja and 
nandipada 

Rev: Blank 

(Kulkarni, 2005: 6, na 2) 


---0000000... 


Hathodaka 


Hathodaka has been added to the list of. Narma 
valley city states by Kulkarni who takes it to be the 
ancient Hastinivara in the district of Dhar, west of 
Indore, Handa & Gupta (2007:10-11) agreed with 
Kulkarni's reading Hathodaka but could not confirm 
other writing varieties such as Hatlodar’ and also 
disagreed with the identification of the place as 
Hastinavara. Apart from the Brihmi legend these 
thick, round, uniface coins depicta railed tree. 


CATALOGUE 
814. BRONZE, Hathodaka, 8.19g 


Obv: 


Obv: Railed tree, Brahmi legend Hathodaka left 
Rev: Blank 


(Kulkarni 2005,var.3/ courtesy Girish Sharma) 
815. BRONZE, 7.7g 


Obv: As 814 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Madbusudbana Rao) 
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816. BRONZE 


х 
чь 
o 
b 
As 815, but with the legend on right 
: Blank 
(Kulkarni 2005, wad) 
u 0000000----------- 
Madavika 


Only a few coins of Madivika, inscribed Madavike (in 
Madivika), have come to light till date. The place was 
identified as modern Mandu, south-west of Bhopal, by 
P.L.Gupta (1988: 89-90). This was supported by coin 
finds from the Sehore district (Shankar Tiwari 1983: 
112), onc variety having a swastika below the legend, 
another having an Ujjain symbol above the legend. 
‘The reverse in both cases has the same railed tree 
above hill flanked by Indradhgia and four-crescents- 
around-circle symbol. 


CATALOGUE 
817. BRONZE, 6.04g, 19mm 


rithmi legendMadavike, swastika below 

Rev: Railed tree above hill, Indradbvaja on left, four- 
crescents-around circle on right 
(Shastri 2011: 114#var.1) 


818, BRONZE, 7.23g, 19mm 


Obv: As 817 
Rev: As 817 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


819. BRONZE, ca. 8g 


Obv: Legend Madänike, Ujjain symbol above 
Rev: As 817 


(Mangalam & Tiwari, 2001:155, var.2) 
0000000... 


Kurapurika 


Kurapuriki inscribed coins combine such symbols as 
railed tree, Ujjain symbol and Imdradireja with a 
peculiar boat symbol. Trade contacts made coins travel 
hampering today the task of defining their origin, In 
the case of the Kurapurika coins specimens have been. 
reported from ancient Mahismati region but also 
from ancient Nandinagara in eastern Malwa. Judging 
from their typology they belong to eastern Malwa. 


CATALOGUE 
820. BRONZE 


Obv: Brahmi legend Kunapurikd, boat symbol and 
taurine below, countermarked with Indradbraja 
and Ujjain symbol on top 

Rev: Blank 
(Kulkarni 2005,var.2/ courtesy Girish Sharma) 


821. BRONZE, 3.95g 


Obv: As 820 but countermarked at bottom 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Rajgors auction 488848) 
822. BRONZE, 5.78g 


Obv: As 821 but the same countermark twice 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 218146) 


823. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


824. 


Obv: 


Н 


Rev: 


825. 


Obv: 


z 


Rev: 


826. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


827. 


BRONZE, 8.29g 


As 822 but countermarked on worn design 
Blank 


(Courtesy Rajgors auction 48153) 


BRONZE 


Brühmi legend Kirapurika, inverted boat 
symbol above, inverted railed tree and Ujjain 
symbol below 

Blank 


(Kulkarni 2005,var.1/ courtesy Girish Sharma) 
BRONZE, 6.16g 


Similar but bottom symbols change place and 
additional contermark depicting Ujjain symbol 
Blank 


(Rajgors auction 48849) 
BRONZE, 3.69g 


Lion, Indradhvaja above, Ujjain symbol 
Blank 


(Rajgors auction 488851) 
BRONZE 
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Obv: As 826 but additional boat symbol and Brihmi 
legend Kurapnrikä 

Rev: Blank 
(sce Kulkarni 2005, war.3/ courtesy Sumeet Jobri) 

828. BRONZE, 5.68g 

Obv: Lion, railed tree on left., boat symbol on top, 
parts of Brahmi legend Kurapurika below 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Rajgors auction 48#50) 

829, BRONZE, 6.11g 


Obv: 


Rev: 


830. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


831. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


Three-arched hill left., railed tree right, boat 
below 

Blank 

(Rajgors auction 48860) 


BRONZE 


As 829 but symbols change sides 
Blank 
(Courtesy Daulal Johri) 


BRONZE, 5.19g 


‘Three-arched hill, taurine and railed tree on 
top, taurine and triskelis below, boat symbol at 
bottom 

Blank 

(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 218145) 
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832. BRONZE, 1.91g 


Obv: Ujjain symbol, Indradhnoja and boat symbol 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Rajgors auction 48856) 


Nandinagara 


Nandinagara, modern Nadner in Hoshangabadh 
district north of the Narmada, appears to have issued 
only one civic issue type, a square copper coin with the 
bold legend Nadinagara, 


CATALOGUE 


2: x 

Obv: Brahmi legend nadinagara 
Rev: Blank 

(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 1886) 


-——-—-—-0000000-------—— 


Кигарһага 


The Kuraghara legend appears on a heavy round 
bronze type associated with the same bird as on the 
Kurarà coins on obverse and a ‘hollow cross' on 
reverse. Only a few specimens are known so far. As the 
coins are typologically so closely related this 
Kuraghara can reasonably be looked for in the same 
region as Kurara, 


CATALOGUE 
834. BRONZE, 10.3g, 23mm 


Obv: Brahmi legend Kuraghara, ‘hollow cross’ and 
three-arched hill above, stylized bird below 
Rev: Indistinct (hollow cross’ expected) 
(Kulkarni 2005, p.13/ courtesy Marudhar e-auction 
28415) 


835. BRONZE,11.68g 


ыш! 


Obv: As 834 
Rev: As 834 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 14423) 
— —- 0000000 
Kurara 


The coins of Kurara are more prolific and more 
frequently encountered than those of the other city- 
states discussed above. They weigh about 1g for the 
lightest and 11g for the heaviest specimens. The same 
considerations that allow one to regard the legend 
Bhegiléya as referring to a city state Bhigili, allow one 
to regard the legend Karana on these coins as 
referring to a city state Kurara. In the case of Kurari 
one has even an additional help of inscriptional 
evidence from Safichi where Kurara is mentioned as a 
place name (sce J.H. Marshall, Monuments of Sanchi, 
pp.523f£). According to A. Tiwari (1980B: 1-3) find 
spots of Kurarā coins are Nadner and Obedullaganj in 
Schore district and Vidiga. Although the exact identity 
of this ancient site is uncertain, Kurwai near Vidisi has 
been proposed. A crude heavy round type from the 
Prof. Shankar Tiwari collection shows the legend, 
three dots on the left and a crude bird symbol below on 
obverse anda hollow ross and a railed tree on reverse 
(S). Manglam & P. Tiwari, 2001: 171) Another heavy 
round type from the same collection is unifacely struck 
with the legend and a three-arched hill symbol above 
and a ‘hollow cross! below, Kulkarni (2005: 15) 
illustrated two further varieties of Kurarā Kamsika 
types: one having the legend with stylized Kurara bird 
оп obverse and railed tree on reverse, the other having 
a three-arched crescented hill on obverse and a hollow 
cross with the bird inside on reverse, All these 
Kamsikds ate quite rare and most specimens 
encountered are lighter pieces struck on a square flan. 
Of them different varieties exist combining the legend 
with three typical symbols: a railed tree, an Ujjain 
symbol, a triangular-headed standard and a 
horizontally placed taurine symbol fixed within an 
open arch, the last mentioned symbol having s 
regional importance for eastern Malwa. Specia 
attention deserves also the depiction of the Ujjain 
symbol with a crescent or sometimes nandipada symbol 
attached to one of its orbs, as it had been this special 
variety of Ujjain symbol, which later was adopted by 
the Satavahanasas a dynastic emblem. 


CATALOGUE 
836. BRONZI 


Kurara, 8.85g 


: ‘Hollow cross! with stylized bird inside 
(Kulkarni 2005, var.3/ Album auction 188991) 


837. BRONZE, ca. 10g 


GÈ 


Obv: Brihmi Kurariya above bird, dots on left 
Rev: Hollow cross and railed tree 
(Mangalam e> Tiwari, 2001: 170, clas 1, pe 1) 


838. BRONZE, ca. 10g 


& 
tire 
WO 


Obv: Brahmi Kurandya, hill, hollow cross 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari, 2001: 172, class |, type 2) 


839. BRONZE, 1.0g, 11x9mm 


E | 


Obv: Indradhraja left, taurine-in-niche, Brahmi 
legend Kuraniya on top 

Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari 2001,p.174,tppe 6) 


840. BRONZE 


t!rv 


+ 


Obv: Legend Kuraräya on top, railed tree left, 
Indradivgja right 

Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari, 2001: 173, class Il, bpe 4) 
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841. BRONZE, 1.5, 12x11mm 


Obv: As 840 
Rev: Taurinc-in-niche 
(Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p.174, type 5) 


842. BRONZE, 0.98g, 11x10mm 


Rev: Railed frivatsa 
843. BRONZE, 0.96g 


(Courtesy Yegeshwar Puri) 
844. BRONZE 


Obv: Railed tree 
Rev: Swastika 
(Courtesy Akshay Jain) 


845. BRONZE, 1.90g, 13x13mm 


: Ujjain-symbol-with-nandipada left, railed tree 
right, Brahmi legend Kurardya on top 

Rev: Blank 

(Mangalam e Tiwari 2001: 172, П-1а) 
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846. BRONZE 


Obx: As 845 but Ujjain symbol has crescent 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam c* Tiwari, 2001: 173, class Il, type 3) 


847. BRONZE 


Obv: As 846 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with attached crescent 
(Mangalam & Tiwari, 2001: 172, class Il, type 1) 


848. BRONZE 


Obv: Brahmi Кила, railed tree, pile of dots 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with attached crescent 
(Mangalam & Tiwari, 2001: 173, class П, ype 2) 


———-——0000000--——————- 
Vidisa 

Vidiéà region in eastern Malwa yielded a prolific series 
of copper punchmarked coins, uninscribed as well as 
inscribed in the name of different local rulers. But a 
series of die-struck civic copper and bronze coins, 
some of them inscribed in the name of the city, are 
likewise known from that region. One of the round 
die-struck types has the city name on obverse and a 
wheel on reverse. Regarding the wheel as Vasudeva- 
Куа chakra Handa (D.Handa & M.K.Gupta 2012: 
48) linked this coin type convincingly with the 
Bhagavata cult which had been very popular in the 
Vidiéa region. The ocurrence of a chakra on other coin 
types of — Vidii adds to the reliability of this 
suggestion. These types are also of interest because of 
theassociation of the chakra with a horse on them (see 
the chapter on the local Ujjain coins where I had 
discussed the association of chakra, horse and deity 
with crested hairstyle in a Vaisnavite context). The 
square die-struck copper types of Vidiéa are uniface 


bearing the legend Vedisas association with a three- 
arched hill and a railed tree placed above and below the 
legend. 


CATALOGUE 
849. AE, 1.18g,13mm 


өө 


Obv: Chakra (wheel) 
Rev: Brahmi legend Vedisa 
(Handa & Gupta 2012, phV1, nos.1-3) 


850. AE, 4.69g 


eo 


Obv: Deeply incused chakra symbol 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 14439) 


851. BRONZE, 5.74g 


ӨӨ 


Obv: Bridled horse to left 
Rev: Chakra, border of swastikas and nandipadas 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 91834) 


852, BRONZE 


OO 


Obv: As 851 but swastika above and below horse 


and possibly part of legend Vedisa below 
Rev: As 851 ` 


(Bhargava auction 8831) 
853. AE, 5.59g 


v: Horse to right, circular device on right 
: Blank 


(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 18888) 
854. BRONZE 


Obv: Brühmi legend Vedisasa, three-arched-hill 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Bhargava 88832) 
855. BRONZE, 9.36g 


Qu 


Obv: Retrograde Brihmi legend Veditara , railed tree 
above, three-arched hill below 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 1887) 


856. BRONZE 


Obv: Lion to left, river below, retrograde Brahmi 
legend Vedirasa on left 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Daulal Jobri) 


0000000 — — 
Tripuri 
‘Tripuri on the eastern courses of the Narmada near 
modern Jabalpur, is another of those Narmada valley 
city-states which had issued the heavy, shiny, round 
Kémsikds. Three main types are known all of them 
bearing the legend Tipuri. On one type a three-arched 
hill and ‘hollow cross’ is placed below the legend, on 
another type an Ujjain symbol and a third variety has 


an elephant to right facing an Indradbraja with the 
legend at the bottom. 
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CATALOGUE 
857. BRONZE, 7.65g 


ӨӨ 


Obv: Brahmi legend Tipuri, thrce-arched hill and 
"hollow cross’ 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 444345) 


858. BRONZE, restruck, 8.49g 


Obv: Elephant to right, Indradiraja on right, Brihmi 
legend Tipuri 

Rev: Worn devices of ‘hill and hollow cross! type 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 14 


(BO 


Obv: Ujjain symbol, legend Tipuri above 
Rev: Blank 
(RK. Sharma, 2011: 110, pe Ш) 


0000000 en 
Bhagila 

A series of large punch-marked copper coins with the 
Brihmi legend Bhgilaya has, in analogy to other civic 
issues with such legends as iie or kuraniva, firstly 
been identified by S.L. Katare (1952: 9) as issues of a 
city called Bhagilà. As far as can be concluded from 
style, fabric and find spots Bhagilî should be looked 
for somewhere in the Vidisa region. In this contest itis 
revealing that according to Katare Bhigiti coins have 
surfaced from the same find spots as coins from 
Kurari near Safichi. The number of punches on the 
square uniface Bhágili coins are four, Apart from the 
legend punch, which ends in a lotus flower, a second 
punch depicts a river symbol with small aquatic 
animals, taurines and swastikas swimming inside, 
another shows a railed trce, while the fourth punch 
design can change: either it is a neatly executed long- 
horned bull or a large hooded cobra. Different 


859. 
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positioning of the symbols and the occasional 
of reverse punching result in a number of 
s tics but in general we have two main types 
characterized by bull and cobra. Especially the unusual 
depiction of the snake, possibly indicating a special 
affiliation with the Naga cult, is noteworthy on the 
coins of this series. 


CATALOGUE 
860. AE, 3.11g, 19x19mm 


Obv: Four punches: bull, river, railed tree and 
Brahmi legend ВА дуа followed by lotus 
flower 

Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p.161,typet var.2) 


861. AE, 


Obv: Bull right, railed tree left, river at bottom, 


inverted legend Bhagiléyawith lotus at top 
Rev: Blank 


(Mangalam & Tiwari, 2001: 161, bpe 1, var.1) 
862. AE, 4.67g 


js 


Obv: As 861, bull exchanged for cobra 
Rev: Blank 


(Mangalam e» Tiwari 2001, p.163, type Il, var.2) 
863. AE, 


5 862 but cobra right and tree left 
Rev. Blank 


(Mangalam & Tivari, 2001: 162, уре Il, мағ) 
————000000............ 


Uninscribed Narmada Valley 
CATALOGUE 
864, BRONZE, Narmada valley, 7.33g 


Obv: 


Elephant to left, arrow on its back, two 
taurines and two swustikas (or triskeles) on top 
Rev: River (or snake), nandipada, railed tree and 
swastika below; fish and turtle(?) on top The 
‘arrow above elephant’ points to Vidarbha. Thus 
probably issued south of the Narmada river 
(Kulkarni2007, ICS-NL 42, p8, bpe 1 / 
courtesy Girish Sharma) 


865. BRONZE 


Obv: Human figure standing on left, lion seated to 


left, four-nandipada-symbol on bottom 
Rev: Blank 


(Kulkarni, 2007, ICS-NL. 42, p.9, bpe 4 / 
courtesy Girish Sharma) 

866. BRONZE, 5.91g 

EN 


Obv: Railed fish-standard (deviated due to die-shift), 
railed tree on left, ladder-like-symbol on right, 
two swastikas on top 

Rev: Blank 
(Kulkarni2007, ICS-NI. 42, p8, pe 3/ 
courtesy Girish Sharma) 


———— _ 


POST-MAURYAN 
VIDISA-ERAN REGION 


Anonymous types 


After the end of the Mauryan Empire Malwa with its 


important civic centres Ujjain, Vidisi and Eran 
remained at least under the formal rule of t 


[ п the Śuńgas. 
Practically these city-states appear to have enjoyed 


some degree of independence as suggested by the very 
distinctive local coin series which are completely 
different from the uniform Suága coinage. Earlier the 
author (Pieper 1993) had published a mixed hoard of 
Vidià-Eran punchmarked copper coins and die- 
struck Ujjain coins.Analysis of wear and overstriking 
suggests that at least some of the local Ujjain hoard 
types were earlier than the local Vidiga-Eran 
punchmarked coins. In general the latter series appears 
to have started somewhat later than the first Ujjain 
coins. This could possibly be explained by a stronger 
control of eastern Malwa by the Suga kings who had 
their late centre in eastern Malwa. A shorter existence 
of the punchmarked issues from Vidisa-Eran would 
also be well reflected in their general scarceness 
compared to the Ujjain coins. The series came to an 
end when the Sitavahanas incorporated Malwa into 
their growing empire around the middle of the Ist 
century BCE, 

The first specimens were published by Alexander 
Cunningham (1880), later incorporated into the BMC 
by Allen (1936). Mitchiner's catalogues (1976 and 
1978) add some very interesting new types from his 
own collection. B.C. Jain (1962) published more coins 
from the Raipur Museum and others were brought to 
light by L.C.Gupta (1991). Civic issues inscribed in the 
name of the city are known for Vidisa (see above) but 
not for Eran. Cunningham's “akana” type and 
others which allegedly had the city name of Eran on 
them turned all out to be city issues of Erich bearing 
the city name erikacha. 

The shape of these punchmarked coins is square 
and quite often their weight is in the 5-7g range. The 
coins are generally uniface. If a reverse type occurs, itis 
mostly one that really belongs to the obverse type or it 
is the design of an under type. The obverse types are 
combinations of a number of different, carefully 
placed punches with little overlapping. The number of 
punches on one coin is usually five or four, but 
specimens with less than four punches are known as 
well, The series probably started around 150 BCE with 
anonymous types but later inscribed and anonymous 
types may have circulated together. Although based on 
the coin typology one could try to attribute some of 
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the anonymous types to certain kings, anonymous and 
inscribed types will be listed separately here. 


Anonymous Types: 
Punchmarked 
CATALOGUE 
Human figure types 
867. AE 


Obv: Deity with stick andkamandalu above lotus, 
concentric Ujjain symbol, bull, railed tree and 
river 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


868. AE, 4.58g, 20mm 


Obv: 


Standing deity, railed tree, river, double-orbed 
Ujjain symbol, bull and sun 
Rev: Blank 


869. AE, 3.96g, 18x14mm 


Ом: Standing deity with Indrudhngja countermarked 
on Ravibhuti's lotus type 
Rev: Blank 


870. AE, 5.13g, 16mm 


4 


Obv: Countermark depicting standing human 
with Indradbwaja (appearing on inscribed eastern 
Malwa types) 

Rev: Uncertain devices of under type 
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Animal and Symbol Types 
Elephant type 
871. AE, 2.80g, 19x16mm 


Obv: Elephant, railed Indrad/roja, railed tree, Ujjain 
symbol with nandipada, river 
Rev: Blank 


872. 


Obv: As 871, but lotus instead of Ujjain symbol 
Rev: Blank 


Obv: Elephant, railed tree, Indradhraja, river, taurine- 
in-arch 

Rev: Blank 
(BMC, Eran var.k,na 27) 


874. AE, 3.63g, 18mm 


Obv: As 873 but without railed tree 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Rajgorsauction 25416) 


Obv: Elephant, six-armed-symbol, river, railed 
Indradhvaja, tautine-in-arch 
Rev: Blank 


(BMC pLXVII, по) 


876. AE, 6.24g, 20mm 


Ob: As previous but Ujjain symbol with nandipada 
instead of taurine-in-niche 

Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p.138, rar.21a) 


Elephant and Horse Type 
877. AE, 5.10g, 20x17mm 


Obx: Elephant, horse, Ujjain symbol, river 
Rev: Blank 
(BMC, pL XVIII, nos.17-18) 


Obv: Boat and Ujjain symbol countermarked on 
reverse of previous type 
Rev: Obverse design of 877 


879. AE, 8.13g, 22x20mm 


Obv: Elephant, horse, Ujjain symbol, river, 
ix-armed symbol 
Rev: Blank 


(Mangalam c Tiwari 2001, p. 2, tur.2a) 
Bull, horse and lion Type 
880. AE, 7.47g, 20x20mm 


lephant, bull, lion, river, 
: Blank 


(МАС? n4617) 


Ujjain symbol 


Horse Type 
881. AE, 10.25g, 23mm. 


Obv: Horse, Ujjain symbol, railed tree, railed 
Indradbaja and river 


Rev: Blank 
(BMC, pLNVIII, na 14) 


882. AE, 10.38g, 21mm 


Horse, Ujjain symbol, river, trec-on-hill 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Imperial Auctions 1834) 
883. AE, ca.8.0g 


Obv: Horse, Ujjain symbol, river, Indradbrajain- 
датат 

Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p.143, var.24a/ 
courtesy Prakash Jinjuwadiya) 


884. AE, 6.94g,25x23mm 


Rev: Ujjain symbol, river, Indradbraja 
885. AE, 11.54g, 23x20mm 
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Obv: As 884 but striking error 
Rev: As 884 but additional railed tree 


Bull Type 
886. AE, 3.52g, 17x17mm 


Obv: Bull, Ujjain symbol, railed tree, river and 
Indradbraja 
Rev: Blank 


887. AE, 20mm 


Obv: Bull, horse, railed tree and Ujjain symbol 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Major M.K. Gupta) 


Symbol types 
888. AE, 


v; Chakra and Ujjain symbol of undertype 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 91826) 


889. АЕ, 1.15g, 11x9mm 


Obv: Railed tree, Ujjain symbol 
Rev: Blank 


890. AE, 


Obv: Railed tree, lotus 
Rev: Blank 
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891. 


tus, chakra 
Worn undertype: elephant, riv 
railed Indradhroja, lotus and s 


892. AE, 2.07g, Мх Ҹам 


Oby 


ОУ? 
Rev: Blank 


Obv: Indradbraja, Ujjain symbol and railed tree 
Rev: Railed tree punch over die-struck undertype 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 19825) 


894. AE, 6.10g, 22mm 


Obv: 


As893 
Rev: Die-struck undertype 'bull facing railed 
Indradbvaja, river above! 


895. AE, 5.35g, 20x19mm. 


Obv: Railed tree, Indrad/raja, Ujjain symbol and river 
Rev: Blank 


(Mangalam c Tiwari 2001, p.130, var.2) 


896. AE, 5.70g, 20x20mm 


Damaru symbol 
(possibly uninscribed issue of Dámabhadra) 


897. AE, 5.28g, 20x19mm 


Z Z 
Obv: Railed tree, Ujjain symbol, chakra, river 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p.132, war.3) 


898. AE, 4.39g, 19x18mm 


Obv: Railed tree, lotus, Ujjain symbol, 'boat-like 
symbol with two fish inside and taurine with 
two swastikas above 

Rev: Blank 
(ВМС, pL XVIII, na.12) 


899. AE, 4.58g, 18x18mm 


Obv: Вайса tree, railed Indnadbgia, Ujjain symbol, 
lotus, river 

Rev: Blank 
(ВМС, pLXVIII, na.13) 


-Obv: As 899 but six-armed symbol instead of Ujjain 


symbol 
Rev: Blank 


0000000. 


Inscribed Types: 
Punchmarked 


The personal names on the local Vidiéî- Eraq typesare 
the names of local kings who ruled the region before it 
was occupied by the Sitavahana king rî Satakarni 
around the middle of the Ist century BCE, Coins of 
the local kings have been discussed by A. ‘Tiwari 
(1980A) and К.В, Tiwari (1980) and later in the 
Narmada Valley coin catalogue of the Prof. Shankar 
Tiwari collection (Mangalam & Tiwari 2001) and the 
coin catalogue of central Indian coins by R.K. Sharma 
(2011). The names found so far are: Bhinumitra, 
Nariyanamitta, Vasumitra, Vajmitra, Visnumitra, 
Dimabhadra, Revabhuti, Hathideva, Bhimidata, 
Bhümimitra, Sujetha and Vasugarma, 
Concerning the Revabhuti-Hathideva- 
Bhümidatta group SJ. Mangalam (Mangalam & 
Tiwari, 2001: 175-197) followed an earlier idea of 
Alka Tiwari and speculated whether they were Šuñga / 
Kanva kings pointing to the similarity of the names 
Devabhuti- Vásudeva-Bhümimitra from the Purina 
lists: according to this theory Devabhuti, the last 
$ийра, was dethroned by his minister Vasudeva Капха 
who in turn was succeeded by Bhümimitra. Bhandare 
(2006A) denied such an identity regarding the 
Revabhuti-Hathideva succession merely as a 
succession of local kings of the Vidié region. He 
added the interesting aspect that the name Susharman, 
according to the Puränas the last Капуа king who was 
overthrown by Chimuka Sátavihana, appears as 
Vasusarmá on the coins. Bhandare also contested ће 
earlier reading Vasumitra on a punchmarked coin type 
(Mangalam & Tiwari 2001: 178, var.1) and corrected. 
the name in the light of clearer specimens as Vajimitra. 
The same appears to hold true for the proposed 
Dhvajamitra coin (Mangalam & ‘Tiwari 2001: 180) 
which in fact also seems to bea Vajimitra issue. 
Coming to the coins of the Bhadra rulers we have 
an important sculptural piece of evidence, the 
Besnagar (Vidisa) Garuda pillar. Its incription tells us 
that Heliodoros, ambassador of the Indo-Greek king 
Antialkidas, was sent to the court of king Bhagabhadra 
of Vidiéà. This helps a lot, as we know that Antialkidas 
ruled from 115-95 BCE (Bopearachchi 1991: 95-96). 
‘Though we have no coins of a Bhagabhadra, issues of 
Damabhadra have been reported in several varieties 
particularly from Nadner. Mitchiner (MATEC: 1080) 
assumes Damabhadra to have been the successor of 
Bhagabhadra and puts forward the idea that "a single 
king named Damabhadra probably ruled Vidarbha- 
Vidisha during the period around 130/110 BC. The 
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likely scenario is that Damabhadra of Vidisha 
conquered Vidarbha and held that southern region for 
а shortwhile."” The idea sounds interesting but the 
Vidisa and Vidarbha coins of the two namesakes form 
quite different coin series and it is unlikely that all of 
them are issues of one and the same king, However, 
certain Dámabhadra types of Vidisi-Eran region style, 
particularly those with a damaru reverse symbol, might 
indeed provide a dynastic link toVidarbha. 


Damabhadra 
CATALOGUE 
901. AE, 3.85g, 17x16mm (ca. 120 BCE) 


Obs: Ujjain symbol, railed tree, river, Brahmi legend 
Damabba (dasa) 
Rev: Damaru flanked by two swastikas 
(var. of Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p.188) 
Visnumitra 
CATALOGUE 


902. AE, 


Obv: River, wheel, Ujjain symbol, legend Кайо 
Vinbumitasa 
Rev: Blank 


(Mangalam & Tiwari, 2001: 176, var.1) 
Bhümimitra 
CATALOGUE 
903. AE, 21x20mm 


Obv: Horse, river, Ujjain symbol, tree, Brahmi 
legend Bhumimitasa 

Rev: Blank 
(C. Gupta 2005-6, p49, na.1 [for die-struck coins of 
Bhumimitra see Ujjain chapter) 
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Vajimitra 


CATALOGUE 
904. AE, 


Obv: Elephant, river, Ujjain symbol, tree, Brühmi 
legend Vajimitasa 

Rev: Blank 
(see Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p.178, var, read as 
‘vasumitasa' courtesy Bhargava Auction 9825) 


Bhànumitra 
CATALOGUE 
905. AE, 


Obv: Ujjain symbol, railed tree, river, legend 
RarioBhanumitasa 

Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari, 2001: 180, var.1) 


Obv: As 905 


Rev: Ujjain symbol, river below 
(Mangalam e> Tiwari 2001, p.181, var.2/ 
Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


907. АЕ, 2.19g 


Obv: Аз 906 
Rev: Standing human with Indradbogja 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuvadiya) 


Revabhuti 


Obv: Lotus punch, Brahmi legend punch reading 
RañoRevabhutisa 

Rev: Standing human figure, Indradbowia on left 
(RK. Sharma 2011, p.139, var.1) 


909. AE, 
20, 


© 
е 
G Z 
Obv: Lotus, tree, river, taurine and legend 
RaiioRevabbutisa 


Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari, 2001:192, var.1) 


Hasthideva 


Obv: Elephant, railed Indrad/rgja, river, taurine-in- 
niche, upside-down legend RañoHatbiderasa 
Rev: Tautinc-in-niche 
(RK. Sharma 2011, p.141, var) 


911. АЕ, 3.80g 


Obv: 


E 


Railed tree, taurine-in-niche, river, Brühmi 


legend upside-down RaioHathiderasa. 
Rev: Blank 


(R.K. Sharma 2011, p.141 „similar var.3/ 
conrtesyTodywalla auction 987) 


Bhümidatta 


CATALOGUE 
912. АЕ, 6.28g 


Rev: Blank 


slam & Tizuri, 2001, p.196, зап) 
9H. АЕ, 194g 


nm 


Y 4 


Obv: RailedIndnadbraja, swastika, taurine-in-niche, 
legend RañoBbumidstasa 

Rev: Blank 
(RK. Sharma, 2011: 142, пак) 


Naráyagamitra 
CATALOGUE 
915. AE, 5.0g 


Obv: Elephant, 
niche, Brahmi legend RasioNansyanamitasa 
Rev: Blank 
(Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p.182, rar.) 


Indradhraja, river, taurinc-in- 
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| | 


Об: As 915 but different placement and additional 
mailed tree 
Rev: Blank 


suri, 2001:183, лр?) 


12x15mm 


Obv: River, sailed Ie 
niche, legend 
Rev: Blank 
(M 


Vasusarma 


CATALOGUE 
918. AE, 


Obv: Railed 
(elephant), river, la 
Res Blank 


Siri Sata (ca.50 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 


919. AE, 5.09g 


Об: Elephant, symbol-with-crescent, railed 
Indridhraja, inverted legend Кайо Nini Natasa 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Tadynalla Auction 14831) 


0000000------——- 
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Inscribed die-struck types 


Vasumitra 


CATALOGUE 
920. AE, 3.7g 


Obv: Fish-holding deity, Brahmilasumi(tasa) 
Rev: Railed tree, lotus on left 
(Mangalam & Tiwari 2001, p.179, var.2/ 
Courtesy Akshay Jain) 


Obv: As 920 
Rey: As previous with Ujjain symbol on right 
(Courtesy Akshay Jain) 


Bhanumitra 
CATALOGUE 
922. AE, 2.68g 


ol 


T 


w: Standing deity, kamandalu in right and stick in 
raised left, Ujjain symbol above railed tree on 
left., Brahmi legend RarfoBhanu(mitasa) 

Rev: Crescented five-arched-hill 

(Courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


923. AE, 3.4g 


Obv: As 922 but dotted Ujjain symbol 

Rev: Nandipada-fixed-in-niche 
This revere design allows the attribution of the 
Bhinumitra types to eastern Майга 
(Courtesy Nitin Khadekar) 


924. AE, 6.55g 


Obv: Railed tree with ring-shaped leave: 
unconnected Ujjain symbol left, stick-like 
human figure right, river below, Brahmi legend 
RavioBhanumitasa around 

Rev: Blank 
(ICS-NL, wl 5, p.2 for similar variety) 


Visnumitra 
CATALOGUE 
925. AE, 6.50g 


Ob: Standing deity with stick and kamandalu, 
Indradhraja above Ujjain symbol right., boat- 
symbol below, Brihmi legend Raviofinhumitasa 

Rev: Blank 
Typolegically linked to the Bhanunitra issues 
(Courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


926. AE, 2.96g 


Obv: Deity with stick and kamandalu, Ujjain symbol 
left, Brihmi legend (JiJubumitaca 

Rev: Blan 
(Rajgors 48#34/ courtesy 


Obv: Quadriped right with ring-shaped feet, Brahmi 
legend (Winbu?jmitasa 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Gir 


Li 


Bhumimitra 
CATALOGUE, 


Obv: Railed tre 
Brahmi ley 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 19811) 


bove hill, river below, on right 
nd Boumimitasa 


Brahmadatta 
CATALOGUE 
929. AE, 8.76g 


hmi legend Bronbadata(sa), threc-arched hill 
Rev: Blank 


(Rajeors Auction 48#45) 


As 929 with riled tree on top visible 
Blank 
(Rajgors Auctions 48#46) 


Visakhadatta 


CATALOGUE 
931. AE, 


Obv: Nandipada-in-square, Brahmi legend 
 SriV'ifakbada(taza Go)tamiputasa 

Rev: Blank 
(Rajgors Auction 1#12/ Tripuri region) 


Narmada Valley City-states 13: 
932. AE, 6.32g 


Обу: As 931 with legend part Gotumiputasa 
: Blank 


fRajgors Auction 47422) 


POST-MAURYAN 
ERICH COINS 


The rich coinage of ancient Erich or Erikachcha, on 
the banks of the river Betwa in Jhansi district of 
modern Uttar Pradesh, reflects its importance as one 
of India’s ancient trade centers, connected via the 
rivers with such places as Kaucimbi and the Vidisa- 
Eran region. The coins, seals and archaeological 
remains from this site give the idea of a prosperous 
urban center with an independent coinage from the 
early post-Mauryan times until ¢ 130 AD, że. about the 
time of Kusina occupation under Kaniska. Analogous 
to other coinages the city issues appear to have been 
earlier than the issues with personal names and titles, It 
is astonishing that the local Erich coins turned up in 
publication so late, firstly through O.PL. Shrivastava 
(1991) who published two coin types, reading their 
legends as magamukha and aditamitra, 

From inscribed bricks Shrivastava postulated the 
Presence of four Erich rulers, but until today their 
existence is not supported by coin finds: Damamitra, 
Satinika, Aditamitra and Mülamitra. Ashádamitra is 
another name inscribed on a brick which later 
appeared on a coin as Amaje Ashidumitra, ie. 
preceeded by the unusual title minister 
(Bhandare2003:16). Shrivastava (1997-98: 1-3) 
published the first erikacha inscribed city issues and still 
somewhat later (1999-2000: 17-21) some coins with 
personal names on them. In 1999 Amiteshwar Jha 
published further city coins of Erich but by far the 
most extensive contribution to Erich numismatics has 
been brought forward by Mohan Lal Gupta (2000). 
Being from Jhansi, Gupta was able to bring together as 
muchas 134 coins of local provenance. 

Among them are anonymous types, diverse types 
of civic issues inscribed with the Brihmi legend 
crikacha or sometimes erikacham, and coins inscribed 
with personal names. Based on the previous 
publications and the availability of clearer specimens 


O ЭЫ7 
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Bhandare (2003) was able to correct some of the 
previous misreadings which makes the list of personal 
names on Erich coins now as follows: Rajia Itvaramitra, 
Rajio Sabasrasena, Кајћо Mitrasena, Mahárija Amitasena, 
Mabasenapati Sabasamitra, Amitya Ashidamitra, Ajitaga 
and Кайта. By publishing a coin inscribed in the 
name Mahdrdja Sudbarma this new name was added to 
the list by P. Kulkarni (2006B). From the recent 
publications it also became clear that the lead coins 
with the device of a frog with a scales symbol above on 
one side and the Brihmi legend ирати on the 
other side also originate from Erich and not from the 
Ujjain region as previously thought (K.D. Bajpai 1966). 
"This Magannkla appears to relate to a place name in 
the Erich region. 

Most of the local Erich coins are made of copper 
ог bronze and only a few lead types are known. 
Rectangular or square types appear among round or 
roundish pieces. It is interesting to observe that all 
relevant minting techniques have been used at this site, 
‘The occurrence of punch-marked, cast and die-struck 
types may reflect a long time of issue for the 
independent coinages of Erich but different minting 
techniques could also have been in parallel use at this 
site. An unusual combined technology using a die for 
the railed yupa reverse design and punches for the 
obverse legend had been used for some of the types in 
the names of the kings of Erich. 

It's notastonishing to notice that many of the coin 
devices were also used on other ancient coinages of 
India such as railed tree, 'Ujjain symbol’, hill symbol, 
horse, bull and standing human figures. The elephant, 
otherwise a frequently used coin design, appears only 
ona few square copper issues with either blank reverse 
or with a simple Ujjain reverse mark (M.L. Gupta 2000, 
nos.92-96), On the other hand the 'bow & arrow; 
frequently seen on early lead coinages of northern 

Karnataka, but usually a rare device on post-Mauryan 
coins of northern India, is seen on many coin types of 
Erich. Another characteristic feature of the regional 
coinage is a symbol or a legend placed between two 
tailed trees. The frequency with which the palm-tree 
appears is remarkable and apparently evidence for the 
Popularity of the Balarima cult in the region 
(Bhandare 2003: 14), 

The new discoveries have also shed fresh light on 
some coins attributed to Eran since Cunningham's 

times. He had deciphered the Brahmi legend on these 
issues as erakamya which he interpreted as a name for 
ancient Eran, famous for its Prolific series of punch- 
marked coppers. In fact the writing of the Brahmi 
character да is close to cha and on worn specimens a 
differentiation can be very difficult. M.L. 


r Сары 
collection (2000: coins 35-36) with clear provenances 


once more helped to clarify the matter. Especially his 
coin 36 has a distinct engraving of the legend erikacha, 
“Thus this type now has to be regarded as an issue of 
Erich. The same can be said about the anonymous 
wheel type (Mitchiner IGISC, 11824) corresponding to 
Gupu's Erich coin 32 and the anonymous horse type 
(Mitchiner IGISC, 11820). 


Anonymous Types 
CATALOGUE 
933. АЕ, 2.55g, 15x13mm 


Obv: 
Rev: Blank 


934. AE, 2.30g, 12mm. 


« 


Obr: Railed tree right, bow and arrow to left 
Rev: Bow and arrow 


(M.L. Guptat#106) 
935. AE, 1.26g, 14mm 


Obv: Two nandipada like symbols above serrated 
bottom line 


Rev: Six-arched-hill 
(M.L. Guptatt110) 


936. AE, 1.55g, 16mm. 


Rev: Blank 
(M.L. Guptatt111) 


937. AE, 2.0g, 14mm 


йс tree, two nandipada like symbols 
Ujjain symbol 


(M.L. Guptatt 115) 
938. AE, 2.0g, 15mm 


ү, 
Obv: Bull, Ujjain symbol, rnt (frog?) 


Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(M.L. Guptatt39) 


939. LEAD, 10.20g 


0 


Obv: Whirl above cat like animal 
Rev: Blank 
(M.L. Guptatt134/ courtesy Todywalla 9985) 


— -0000000. 
With The City Name 
Punchmarked 


CATALOGUE 
940. AE, 1.45g, 11x8mm 


Obv: Brihmi legend (Eri)kacha 
Rev: Blank 
(M.L. Gupta) 


941. AE, 6.16g, 23x21mm 
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= Palm-tree above Brihmi legend Irika(eha) 
Blank 
(M.L. Gaptatió) 


942. AE, 10.30g 


Obv: Bow and arrow, Brahmi legend Erik 
Rev: Blank 

(M.L. Guptatt13/ 

Courtesy Todywalla Auction 22414) 


с: Five punches depicting horse between two 
railed trees, Ujjain like symbol on top left., 
Brahmi legend Erikacha(m) above, Indradbraja 
at bottom left 

Rev: Blank 

(LL. Сира) 


944. AE 


г railed palm-tree, railed tree, hill 
above river, йана, Brühmi legend erikachan 
besides Indradbraja and taurine-standard 
Rev: Die-Struck Ujjain symbol 

(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Die-Struck 
CATALOGUE 
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= Brihmi legend FErr£achom, Ujjain symbol to 950. AE, 0.55g, 99mm 
right, ruled tree and wavy line on top, horse 
at bonom 


Rev: Ujjain symbol and ls 


У duction 19883) 


Brahmi legend Гета 

Rev: In separate segments Upam symbol bortom 
keh, led а bottom naht, three hed hill 
top left. four =a vmbol 
(MLL. Guia M) 


951. AE, 2.164, Malden 


Olr: Brihmi legend E 


ruled tree 


ош: 
Rev: Rated tree, 
(MI. €. 


CATALOGUE. 
952. AE, cast, 2 34р, mm 


«Ө 


Olr: Hrihmi legend eias. 


tree il 
and artes below 
Rev: How and arrin, railed tree 


mm 


i, 2.24, Momm 
Olr: Bull right, Nahi legend табы above, p 
and rated tree b 


Rev: Upan symbol (Upan symbol in cach orh) 
(М1. Сарын) 
949. AE, 130g, Imm 
Ob An 952 
© Rec Uian symbol 
T ) $ IMA, Сауып, 
tT» 984. AT, сам, Lg 
Olm: Horse to left, Мейл legend 1: nah 
Revs Upan symbol 
(ML Cages IN) 


Obv: Brihmi legend Erikacha between nwo railed 
trees 


Rev: Bull to left, Ujjain symbol above 
(ALL. Guptat#37/ Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


955. 


: As 954 
Elephant like animal, Ujjain symbol above 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 
————0000000. 
With Personal Names 


Ajitaša 


CATALOGUE 
956. LEAD, , 8.40g 


Obv: Brihmilegend Aja HEAT 
Rev: Juxtaposed lions 
(M.L. Сиры#$2/ courtesy Todywalla auct 49814) 


Ка$егапа 
CATALOGUE 
957. LEAD, 3.70g, 14х10тт 


FAJL) À 


Obv: Brahmi legend Kaserana 
Rev: Whirl above catlike animal 
(ML. Guptatt 53) 


lévaramitra 
CATALOGUE 
958. AE, ,2.95g, 15x13mm 
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Obv: Brühmi Rajjo Hitaramitrasain in two lines 


PLI 
Railed зара 
(M.L. Gupta, n0.74) 


959. AE, 2.20g 


Obv: As 958 but horizontal bar dividing the legend 
Rev: Railed yupa 
(MLL. Guptait73) 


Sahasrascna 


CATALOGUE 
960. AE, 1.78g 


Obv: Brahmi legend Rajo Sahasnasenasa 
vuyvay 

Rev: Railed japa 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 186) 


961. AE, (punched and die-struck) 


Obv: As 960 but with additional palm tree punch 
Rev: Railed yapa 
(ML Сарай 76-77 / Courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


962. AE, 4.92g, (punched and dic-struck) 


: As 961 
Railed yapa 
(Courtesy Ruggors auction 687) 
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Mitrasena 

CATALOGUE 

963. AE, 3.28g 


Obv: Brihmi legend Rajiio Mitrasenasa 


хлуду 


Rev: Railed yupa 
(M.L-Gnpta#83) 


Mugamukha Inscribed Lead Types 
CATALOGUE 
964. LEAD, 5.89g, 18mm 


Obv: Frog and scales 
Rev: Brahmi legend mugamukba 
(MLL. Gupta, na.54) 


965. LEAD, 4.89g, 16mm 


Obv: As 964 without scales (out of flan?) 
Rev: As 964 


MALHAR COINS 


Malhar, an important ancient site, is situated in district 
Bilaspur, MP, present day Chattisgarh, Most of the 
uninsctibed and inscribed local coins from this region 
are characterised by a specific local symbol, similar to 
the Brahmi letter ‘ma’ in angular form, which was used 
as the emblem of Malház for hundreds of years. New 
coin types have been reported piecemeal over the 
years, for example by Ajay Mitra Shastri and Anand 
Kumar Rishbud (1985), PL. Gupta (1985; 1990) and 
RR. Bhargava (1984; 1995), The most exhaustive 


publication has been done by Susmita Bose Majumdar 
(2000) who presented the first catalogue of the local 
Malhar coins summarizing and analysing the available 
data and correcting former misreading, ‘Thus 
Achadasiri had been misread as Achirasiri by R.R. 
Bhargava (1995: 17) and Siriyà Magha was taken as Siri 
Yamagha by A.M. Shastri and A.K. Rishbud (1985: 34- 
40) which reading was later corrected by PL, Gupta 
(1990: 10-11). Coins of Siva Siri Sililuka had been 
segarded as Sitivahana isues and the name wrongly 
identified as Apilaka first by К.М. Dikshit (1937-38; 
93-94) and others and later as Sápilaka by P.L. Gupta, 
before S.B. Majumdar (2000: 12) showed that the 
correct reading should be Siva Siri Sililuka. The short 
summary given below is based on Susmita Majumdar's 
work and I am grateful to her for kindly providing me 
with the coin images from that book. 

The first local Malhār coins are post-Mauryan 
silver punchmarked coins followed by a series of 
dynastic elephant type coins inscribed in the names of 
a number of local kings starting with lead coins in the 
name of Silālusiri, followed by lead and copper types 
of Achadasiri and Dhamabhada (Sanskrit: 
Dharmabhadra). Mainly on palacographical grounds 
these three kings have been placed to the Ist century 
BCE (S.B. Majumdar, 2000: 3-5). 

A series of Ist — 2nd century CE Malhār coins 
issued by a few local 'Magha' kings are known with the 
names Maghasiri, $шуй Magha and Sivamagha, 
followed by Siva Siri Silalukaand Bhaliga, 


Local Silver Punchmarked 
Type (c. 100 BCE) 


The first local Malhár coins are light-weight silver 
punchmarked coins of less than 1g weight, attributable 
to the post-Mauryan period, 2nd century BCE, 


CATALOGUE 
966. AR, 0.75g 
m 


Obv: Bull right, elephant right, sun, geometric 
symbol, Malhár symbol 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy S.B. Majumdar 2000, pL, this coin) 
—---------0000000----------- 


With Names of Rulers 
Silalusiri (Ist century BCE) 


The reason why he is to be placed first is based on the 
fact that some of his coins do not show the local 
emblem. This Malhár symbol was later re-struck on his 
coins and in a further step it was incorporated into the 
die of his coins (S.B. Majumdar, 2000: 3). His rule is 
placed to the Ist century BCE. 

CATALOGUE 


967. LEAD, ca. 1.4 - 2.9g 


Чч 

Obv: Elephant r., Brühmi(Rari) Silälusirisa 
dU Yoru 

Rev: Blank 
There is no malbar symbol on this coin 
(Courtesy S.B. Majumdar 2000, pl.1#2, this coin) 


Obv: Elephant right, Sililusiris legend counter 
srtuck by Malhar symbol in square incuse 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtery S.B. Majumdar 2000, pL183, this coin) 


Elephant right, Brahmi(Ravio) Silälusirisa, 

Malhar symbol part of the dic above 
Rev: Railed tree 

(Courtesy S.B. Majumdar) 


Achadasiri (Ist century BCE) 


The lead and copper types of Achadasiri (Ist century 
BCE) have the same elephant to right on the obversc as 
those of his predecessor but the reverse shows a railed 
tree while the coins of Silalusiri are mostly blank. 
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CATALOGUE 
970. AE, 5.56g, 23x20mm, 


Obv: 


z 


Elephant right, Brihmi legend Кайл 
Achadasirisa (А2014), Malhàr symbol above 
Rev: Railed tree 

(S.B. Majumdar 2000, pl. 11#7/This coin 
courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


971. 


Obv: As 970 but trunk of elephant lowered 
Rev: As 970 
(Courtesy S.B. Majumdar) 


Dhamabhadra (Ist century BCE) 


Elephant to right/ railed tree lead and copper coins 
were also struck by the ruler who comes next and who 
is called Dhamabhada (Sanskrit: Dharmabhadra). 
Mainly on palacographical grounds he and his two 
predecessors have been placed to the Ist century BCE 
(S. B. Majumdar, 2000: 3-5). 


CATALOGUE 
972. AE (?) 


Elephant right, Brihmi legend Кайо 


Dhamabhada(sa) (Q ¢), (Mathie symbol) 
Railed tree 

(Courtesy 3 
this coin) 


-----0000000. 


Maga Kings of Malhar 
(Ist-2nd century CE) 


A series of 1st- 2nd century CE Malhir coins issued by 
а few local Magha kings are known with the names 


Rev: 


$. Majumdar 2000, РИТ, 
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Maghasiri (square lead coins; elephant right obvei 
mostly blank reverse, rarely railed tree reverse), Siriyá 
Magha (unique copper type ‘elephant right/ railed 
tree’) and Sivamagha (copper; squarish or octagonal; 
elephant right on obverse; peacock or peacock on 
pedestal on reverse). 


Maghasiri 


CATALOGUE 
973. LEAD, 


Obv: Elephant to right, Brahmi Кайо Maghasirisa, 


(WOM), Malhar symbol above 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 30810) 


974. LEAD, 1.28 ~ 5.0g 


Obv: As 973 
Rev: As 973 
(Courtesy S.B. Majumdar 2000, pl.1V#22) 


975. LEAD 


А 


Obv: Elephant right, Brahmi Кайо Maghasi(risa) 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy S.B. Majumdar) 
Siriya Magha 
CATALOGUE 
976. AE, , 2.75g 


Obv: Elephant right, Brahmi (Кайту анарда, 
(of SX ш), Malhar symbol above 


Rev: Railed tree 


(Courtesy Majumdar 2000, pl. 1824, this coin) 


Sivamagha 


CATALOGUE 
AE, 


977. 


lephant right, Brihmi legend (Кайо) 
Siramagha Sirisa (%0 Bus) Malhar symbol 


ev: Peacock to right on square pedestal 


(Courtesy Majumdar2000, pl.V^829, this min) 


í e 


: Similar to 977 but octagonal flan 
= Similar to 977 


(Courtesy Majumdar 2000, pl 17830, this coin) 


Obv: 


hant right, Malhar symbol above, 
Brahmi Кайо Siru(maghaSirisa) 


v Peacock to left on square pedestal 


(Courtesy S.B. Majumdar) 


. LEAD (uncertain) 


Elephant right, partial legend „magha, Malhár 
symbol and peacock on top 

Peacock to right on pedestal 

(Courtesy Majumdar2000, pl.V'1#32, this coin) 


Siva Siri Silàluka and Bhaliga 
(2nd century CE) 


ion appear to be the unifacely struck 


h af which only three 
specimens reported according to SB. 

lar (2000: 12). ‘The elephant coins of Bhaliga 
much more frequently encountered and hea 
jel tree design on reverse. These kings ha 
tentatively been placed to the 2nd century СЇ 


"np 


Siva Siri Silaluka 
CATALOGUE 
981. LEAD, 


ephant right, goad on right, Malhár symbol 

above, Drühmi Кайо Sira Siri Silalwkasa 
(даргын) 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtes 


S. B.Majumdar 2000, pl. 11842) 
Bhaliga 


CATALOGUE 
982. LEAD 


ilephant right, goad on right, Већ Кайо 
Siri Bhaligasa, (nı) Malhār symbol on 
top 

Rev: Railed tree? 
(Courtesy Majumdar 2000, pl. VII#36, this coin) 


983. LEAD 
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hant left, Brahmi Кайа 
Rev: Railed tree 


(Courtesy Majumdar 2000, pl VII#38, this cin) 
—————0000000- 


Elephant/Deity Туре 
(2nd/3rd century CE) 


At the very end of the local Malhár series come the 
square 'elephant/ deity! copper coins. The deity is 
crudely depicted, frequently resembling a two serpent 
device, and on clearer specimens the figure mostly 
appears to be female. Initially these coins still show 
such legends as manajayasa, mabaraja and raja or rajan 
but soon the legend becomes meaningless and finally it 
disappears completely. According to Majumdar (2000: 
restricted 
to Malhár but turn up all over southern Kosala, They 
can be dated to the 2nd - 3rd century С 


CATALOGUE 
984. AE, 1.38g, 13x10mm = 


i Bhaligasa 


Obv: Elephant right 

Rev: Standing female deity 
(Majumdar 2000, pl. IX; МАСИ 5058/ 
courtesy Раш Coenen) 


985. AE, 0.75g, 8x7mm 


«au 


lephant right 
ї Very crude version of the female deity 


Post-Mauryan Northern 


Indian Coins 
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A 


ae 


Сүт КАН 


Ag И 


MU — Anciont Indian Coin 


SURVEY OF THE POST- 
MAURYAN COINAGES OF 
'THE CITY STATES, TRIBES 
AND KINGDOMDS OF 
NORTHERN INDIA 


With king Agoka’s death in c 232 BCR the 
fragmentation of the Mauryan Empire began, 
continued amd intensified under the weak Suriya rulers, 
the successors of the Mauryan kings, in the early 2nd 
century BCE, Out of the fragments of this crumbling 
empire a multitude of new sovereipnties came into 
being, Formerly independent rulers. regained their 
freedom and others for the first time declared their 
independence. A great number of indigenous post 
Mauryan coinages developed along the huge river 
courses of northern India, the Indus Sanges. 
Yamuna valleys. Among them were issu 
states, governed by local authorities, sometimes 
probably under the strong influence of local trade- 
guilds, tribal states that were ruled by an aristocratic 
assembly or an oligarchy and states of monarchical 
tution, ‘The complexity is enhanced by the fact 

y of these states changed their form of 


government during the time of their existence, While 


vas the don 


region, Audumbaras, Ku 


I power of the upper Indus 
idas and Yaudheyas were 
powerful Punjab tribes and the most important 
kingdoms of the Ganges valley were centered around 
Kausimbi, Mathur, Ahichchhatri and Ayodhya. 

Pure silver coins, influenced in metrology and style 
by the Indo-Greek drachms, are only known to have 
been issued by the Punjab states Audumbara, 
Kupinda, Vemaka, Vrishni and Yaudheya (unique). 
‘The overwhelming majority of the north Indian local 
coins are, however, made of copper, either east or dic- 
struck, inscribed as well as uninseribed. Frequently the 
local authorities started to issue uninseribed coins 
which later were followed by inscribed specimens. 

"The first inscribed coins probably appeared at the 
decline of Mauryan гше at about 200 BCE. According 
1o Bela Lahiri (1976) archacologieal evidence suggests 
that the inscribed issues of the city states preceded the 
inscribed issues of the tribes and kingdoms, ‘This is 
Supported by grammatical peculiarities; namely, the 
carly nominative form of the city names occurs in 
contrast to the later genitive form of the names of the 
tribesand kings, 

Some inseribed local types of northern India bear 


legends such as pagodas, AP3iÉyá and ти (КЫ 
Dasgupta, 1974: 236) for which a pre 


c attribution to 


certain localities and authorities seems to be 
impossible at the moment, ‘The kadasa inscribed 
copper and lead coins had been discussed by Handa 
(1996: 25-32 and 2006: 72-85) who regards these coins 
as monarchical issues of a post-Mauryan kingdom 
centered at Sugh in the district Yamuninayar of 
Haryana where these coins have been excavated and 
collected. 

Some of the most important tribal states of 
northern India, the Malavas, Yaudheyas, Audumbaras. 
and Kunindas, have already been mentioned, but many 
more are known from their generally rare coinayes; 
among, these are the Pauravas, Agras, Rajanyas, Sibis, 
Sávitriputras, ‘Trigartas, Vrishnis, Vemakas, Kulütas, 
Kshudrakas, Arjuniyanas, Udddehikas and possibly the 
Ašvakas, if one accepts the somewhat arbitrary 
attribution of the ‘Taxila related natasha inscribed 
copper coins to the Ašvaka tribe, for which no other 
coinsare recorded. 


Many coins of the tribal states cite the name of 
the respective tribe in association with the word jana or 
дива meaning of non-monarchical, tribal constitution. 


Others inscribe the name of their tribe together with a 
personal name, the last one in connection with the title 
rija or mahiräja. In other cases we find tribal coins 
inscribed in the name of а deity, а circumstance, which 
P.L. Gupta (1969: 36) explains as follows: “This kind 
of administration, though it appears strange, is not 
unusual in the history of India, State-administration in 
the name of gods and goddesses was well in vogue in 
the various parts of the country. The tribal republics 
of the Punjab- the Audumbara, Kunindas and 
Yaudheya- ...had almost similar administration. ‘They 
issued their coins in the names of their presiding 
deities- Mahadeva (Siva), Chhatresvara (Siva) and 
Brahmanya (Karttikeya), respectively.” 

‘The most important monarchicsof the Ganges 
valley regions were the Saurasena kings with thcir 
capital at Mathura, the kings of Pañcāla with their 
capital at Abichehhatrà, the kings of Vatsa with their 
capital at Kausimbi and the kings of Koala with their 
capital at Ayodhya. Not connected with these last 
mentioned rulers are the Мара kings, whose coins 
constitute a prolific series of very small copper pieces 
attributable to the late phase of the tribal period of 
northern India, Bajpai (1981: 95) hypothesized that 
after the death of Pushyamitra, founder of the бойда 
empire, his kingdom was divided among his sons into 
the smaller kingdoms Pafcala, Ayodhya and 
Кашат, hence the commonly used mifra suffix. This 
is certainly an interesting theory although there is no 
material evidence to supportit. 


The Kusana hold on northern India/ 

post- Киѕапа and pre-Gupta period 
1 do not intend to discuss this subject in detail here but 
a few sentences are necessary in view of the Kusina 
hold on northern India with its long lasting and 
formative influence on many of the local coinages. In 
the Ist century CE the Kusána clan, one of the five 
clans of the Yuezhi, had achieved supremacy under its 
leader Kujula Kadphises and extended its influence 
further south, Coin evidence demonstrates that Kujula 
Kadphises had crossed the Hindukush and fighting 
the Indo-Parthians Kujula successively invaded 
Gandhira, Kashmir and the Punjab. 

The successors of Kujula Kadphises continued 
the series of conquests eastwards, At the time of its 
greatest extension under Kaniska I in the first part of 
the 2nd century CE the Kusina Empire also 
comprised the Ganges valley and stretched as far as 
Bengal in the east and at least as far as the Kaušámbi 
region in the south. At this time the Kusina ruled their 
vast empire, which was successfully held together by 
Kanişka's son Huviska, from two capitals, one at 
Peshawar in modern Pakistan, the other at Mathura in 
India. There always has been a great amount of 
disagreement when it comes to the dating of Kaniska 
but new evidence brought forward by Harry Falk 
(2001: 121-36) makes a date around 127 CE as year 1 
of Kaniska now very probable. 

It was during the reign of Vasudeva 1, «190-220 
CE, that the Kusána seem to have lost control over the 
Ganges valley and central India. This was the time 
when many tribal states and kingdoms in the Ganges 
valley and in central India regained or gained 
independence: among others the late Pañcšlas of 
Ahichchhatra, the Yaudheyas, the Kota people of the 

jab, further south the Senas of Капаш), the late 
Ibi dynasty of the Magha kings, the Nagas of 
Padmávati and the kings of Kosala, All these states 
enjoyed independence from the 3rd century CE to the 
middle of the 4th century CE when Samudragupta, с. 
335-380 CE, enlarged the Gupta realm by making 
extensive conquests all over northern India. These 
conquests have been recorded in his Allahabad stone 
inscription engraved shortly after his death on a pillar 
that had originally been set up by Asoka, From this 
inscription it appears that the independence of the 
Paficilas of Ahichchhatrā, the Senas of Капаш}, 
theKotas of the Punjab, the Nagas of Padmavati, and 
many others was brought to an end by Samudragupta. 
Rulers to have been subdued by Samudragupta 
according to the Allahibad inscription are among 
some others Ganapatinipa, the last king of the Naga 
line, Nagasena, probably ruler of Капаш) and Achyuta 
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who has been identified as the issuer of the айша 
inscribed coins of Ahichchhatra. 

Yaudheya and Koéala coins are quite large and 
heavy but these arc rather exceptions among the post- 
Kuşãna coinages of northern India which generally 
tend to be small and light copper coins: this is for 
example reflected in the issues of the Pafcalas of 
Ahichchhatri, the Senas of Kanauj, the Nagas of 
Padmivati and the Maghas of Кашат. 
tendency for small lightweight copper coins can be 
observed in the Kusino-Sasanían series and even more 
so in the crude degenerate imitations of Kusina and 
Kusino-Sasanian prototypes that circulated in 
Gandhára from the 4th century onwards when 
Kusio-Sasanian Gandhira had been overtaken by 
the Kidarites who appear to have started their rule in 
abul region before expanding eastwards 
into Gandhira, Punjab and Kashmir. 


AGRAS(Agachas) 
(2nd/1st CENTURY BCE) 


The Agra or Agicha tribe was centered around 
Agrodaka, ie. modern Agroha in Hisar district, 
Haryana. Ап extensive discussion of this tribe and its 
coins has been given by Devendra Handa (2007: 1-17) 
who quotes a passage from the Mahabharata where the 
Agras are mentioned as living in the vicinity of the 
Bhadras, Rohitakas and Málavas. If so the Malavas on 
their move from the Punjab through Haryana to 
Rajasthan had settled for some time near Agrodaka 
during the 2nd and Ist century BCE. The Agra coins 
can be dated to this period,ie. the time berween the 
decline of the Mauryan Empire and the domination of 
large parts of northern India by Indo-Scythian and 
Indo-Parthian invaders. 

The coins of the Agras are die-struck and 
inscribed in the name of the tribe Agodaka Agatha 
Janapadasa but sometimes a different legend is used. 
Discussing the versions of earlier scholars Handa 
recently (2007: 14) proposed this second legend variety 
as reading Agichamitra-padi-bbishthiyinim deriving, 
from this term some affiliation to the Súrya cult 
admitting however that the coin devices do not 
underpin any connection of the Agras with the sun 
worship. The most frequently encountered devices on 
these coins, of which the lightest weigh about Ig and 
the heaviest about 8g, are lion and railed tree, the railed 
tree with legend around constituting the standard 
obverse design, Apart from the lion other reverse 
devices are bull, hill, Laksmi, temple building and some 
others. In many cases the coin depictions are 
confusing and unclear due to frequent restriking and 
overstriking, The main types listed by Handa are type 
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1: railed tree/bull, type 2: railed tree/lion, type 3: railed 
trec/composite animal with bull's body and owl's 
head, type 4: railed trec/Lakshmi, type 5: railed 
trec/chaitya, type 6: railed tree/temple and type 7: 
railed tree/wheel. Most of the specimens illustrated 
here are taken from Devendra Handa's book Tribal 
Coins of Ancient India and 1 am very grateful for his 
kindness to share the coin images. A new type is 
published here which has an elephant on the reverse 
either to the right or to the left with the usual railed tree 
on the obverse. 


AATXAVZY 


CATALOGUE 
986, AE 


Obv: Railed tree, Brihmi legend Agdchamitapada.. 
Rev: Lion to right with nandipada above 
(Handa type ПА, pl. 1, 5, this coin) 


987. AE, 4.7g, 13mm 


өе 


Obv: Railed tree, Brahmi legend Agodaka Agicha 
Janapadasa 

Rev: Шоп standing on hill 
(Handa type II B, pl. 1, 9, this coin) 


@@ 


Obv: Railed tree, legend part Agächamitapa.. 
Rev: Lion to right 
(Handa type II C, pl. Il, 1, tbis coin) 


989. AE, 3.44g, 15mm 


988. 


Obv: Railed tree, legend part Ава... 
Rev: Human figure (or nandipada?) above lion 
(compare Handa pl. IV, 2) 


990. AE, 5.14g, 15mm 


Obv: Tree without railing, Brühmi legend 
Agächamitapada Bhishtbayindy 

Rev: Lion to right, nandipada (?) above 
(Courtesy Ranjan Yadav) 


991. AE 


Obv: Railed tree, Brihmi legend part agacha 
Rev: Lion seated to right 
(Courtesy Ranjan Yadar) 


AE, 3.27g, 15mm 


992. 


Obv: Railed tree, Brahmi legend Agedaka Agächa 
Janapadasa starting at 2 o'clock 

Rev: Lion-on-multiarched-hill 
(Handa type 11 D, pl. П, 7) 


993. AE, 0.58g 


Obv: Railed tree, Brühmi legend 
(Agodaka) Agicha Janapadasa 
Rev: Lion to right 
(Classical Numismatic Gallery anction 14840) 


Obv: Railed tree, Brahmi leg 
Rev: Lion to right 
(Courtesy Ranjan Yadav) 


995. AE, 4.92g, 18mm 


end part Agicha 


Obv: Railed tree, Brahmi legend (Деви) Деда 


Janapadasa 
Rev: Lion to left on bottom line 

(Handa bp 11 G, pl. Il, 10, this coin) 
996. AE 


Obv: Railed tree, Brahmi legend part Janapadasa 
Rev: Lion to left 


(Courtesy Ranjan Yadav) 


Bull type 
CATALOGUE 


Obs: Railed tree, Brahmi legend Agichamita.. 
Rev: Bull to right 


(Handa bpe 1 B, pl. 1, 2) 
998. АЕ, 5.96g 


Obv: Railed tree, Brahmi legend part around 
Rev: Bull to left 
(Handa type 1 D, pl. 1, 4, this coin) 
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Obv: Railed tree, parts of Brühmi legend (restruck 
on ‘railed tree type’) 
Rev: Bull to right (restruck on large frinalsa type) 


Composite Animal Type 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Railed tree, Brihmi Agichanitapada.. 


Rev: Bull with owl-like head to left 
(Handa type II A, pl. 111, 1, this coin) 
1001. AE, 4.34g 


Obs: Railed tree, legend, restruck 
Rev: Bull with owl-like head to right 
(Handa type Ш B, pl. Ш, 2) 


Hill Type 
CATALOGUE 
1002. AE 


Ом: Railed tree, Brahmi legend 


Jana (padasa) 
Rev: Six-arched-hill, same legend as on obverse 
(Handa type V, pÚ III, 5) 


1003. AE, 2.84g, 21x20mm 


godaka Agicha 
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Obv: Railed tree, wavy line below, Brühmi 
мәм on lett, Kharosthi (аваз right 
Rev; Multi-arched hill 
(Courtesy Ranjan Yadur] 


Temple Type 
CATALOGUE 
1004. AE. 


Obv: Railed tree, Brihmi legend 
(“leeduta) -lgicha Janapadasa 

Rev: Pillared temple with domed spire 
(Handa type VI / courtesy Ranjan Yader) 


Laksmi type 


CATALOGUE 
1005. AE, 2.0g 


Obv: Railed tree, Brihmi legend Agodaka адда 
Ja(napadasa) 

Rev: Standing Laksmi , lotus stalks in her hands 
(Handa type IV A, pl. LIT, 3, this coin) 


1006. AE, 1,68g, 12mm 


Obv: Railed tree, legend part ...Janapadasa 
Rev: StandingLaksmi , lotus stalks in hands 


1007. 


Obv: As 1006 
Rev: Laksmi standing on hill holding stalks of lotus 
flowers, two small elephants sprinkling her 


head, Brühmi legend Ago(daka Дойра) 
Janapadasa 
(Landa ppe 11^ B, pl. IV, 3, this coin) 


1008. AE. 


Obv: As 1006 
Rev: Abhişeka with Laksmi replaced by a plant 
(Handa ppe IV” D, pl. 1V, 5) 


Elephant Type 
CATALOGUE 
1009. AE, ca. 5g 


Obs: Railed tree, Brihmi legend (-leodaka) Agicha 
Jatnapadasa) 

Rev: Elephant on pedestal standing to left 
(Conrtesy Raghunadla Raja) 


1010. AE 


Obv: Railed tree, Brahmi legend (Agedaka) Agächa 
Janapadasa 

Elephant to right on bottom line 

(Courtesy Vaibhav Aggarwal) 


Rev: 


1011. AE (overstruck on lion type) 


Obv: Railed tree, legend part Janapadasa 
(restruck on railed tree type) 

Rev: Elephant to г. (restruck on „lion type) 
(Courtesy Ranjan Yadav) 


ALMORA 
(2nd/1st century BCE) 


Мога coins are mostly thick 


and heavy pieces made 
» 1 silver-copper-lead alloy, of which оу 
few specimens have come to light so far. The Brith 
Museum Catalogue has three of the lange hea 
(18.16, 19.5g and 2138) from 
Himalay і 


гу coins 


Miradatasa,. ithout any royal 
title, According to Allan (1936: Ixxxî) "the only other 
coin known of this series is one in the possession of 
Captain RC, Martin... The types are similar to those 
of Sivadatta, The name cannot be re | with се 
but the consonants appear to be Мала 
the 


ainty 


Я During 
last few years some coins with the characteristic 


Almorà designs have turned up on the market which 
show the legend clearly inseribed as Мирана, 
__ Allan's readings Siudatasa (BMC, pLXIV, 7) and 
Sinupalitasa (BMC, p|.NIV, S)are convincing but not so 
the reading Hani(da)tasa (BMC, pLXIV 
apart from the first and the last letter the legend on the 
concerned specimen is highly worn. A better 
preserved specimen of the same type reads Мапата 
thus making it an issue of а ruler named I laraéfî,a new 
name on the list of Almora kings (Pieper 2011: 301- 
307). Apart from the above mentioned Allan listed two 
other coins under the heading ‘uncertain coins’ (BMC: 
282, nos.20-21, weighing ca.3.5g and 1.9g) which 
apparently are also Almora coins. Handa amended the 
legend on this type as (Jajyaghoshasa. And the legend on. 
another unidentified Almorà coin from the BM has 
been read by Joshi (1991: 28) as Siraraksita, a reading, 
recently confirmed by Handa (2007: 258). 

M.P. Joshi (1989:180-82) published 39 ce 
the Katyur valley, Almora district, showing the 
characteristic Almorî coin devices. 37 of these coins 
were inscribed in the name of Gomitra, one in the 
name of Sivadatta and one in the name of Áscka - the 
last name being plausibly amended as Asoka by 
Devendra Handa (2007: 259). 

Another type with an additional three-arched hill 
on obverse had been published by PI. Gupta (1977: 
1-2). Its legend was identified by Gupta as 
Rajio(Vaja]yablntasa, the legend part гија being only 
partially visible. Concerning the palacography Gupta 
agrees with Allan's view in attributing the Brihmi 
characters to the second-first century BC | 

‘The obverse design of the Almori coins is 
composed of a symbol arrangement among which one 
symbol, a curved line attached to a circle, seems to be 
the specific 'Almora symbol’. On the coin type of 


9) because 
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Haraéri and Sivadatta the 'Almori symbol! occupies 
the central and on the coin of Š ta a marginal 
position. The other obverse depictions are a humped 
bull, a railed parasol and the roler's name in Brahmiin a 
ial arrangement along the margin. The 
а differs in having a crude sti 
nding in the centre of the 
he complex reverse design is unusual and 
imilar is only seen on certain coins from 
y ngular-headed standard is placed above 
а nandipada which is enclosed in a square railing flanked. 
by nwo spear-like posts on either side. 


Harasri 
CATALOGUE 
1012. LEAD alloy, 16.95g, 24mm 


Bo 


Obv: Almori symbol, bull and railed parasol above, 
Brihmi legend Harasirisa 

Complex railing with two pillars on each side 

and Indradinuja above патёра 

(Pieper 2013#1041/ BMC 


1013. LEAD alloy, 19.50g 


Rev: 


Obv: As 1012 read as u(rijdatasa by Allan 


(Photo courtesy | landa d. NNN 3a) 
Sivadatta 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: As 1013 but legend Niradatara 
Rev: As 1013 


(Photo courtesy Handa, pl. LN) 


NT, 1) 
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CATALOGUE 
1015. LEAD alloy, 9.95g, 23mm 


Obv: As 1014 but legend Magabbutisa 
Rev: As 1014, Indradlroja not visible 
(Pieper 201381042) 


Asoka 
CATALOGUE 
1016. LEAD alloy, 25mm 


[ҮЛ 


Obv: As 1015 but legend Asokasa 
Rev: As 1015 
Qoshi 1989, по.89) 


Gomitra 
CATALOGUE 
1017. LEAD alloy, 25mm 


Qo 


Obv: As 1016 but legend Gomitasa 
Rev: As 1016 
(Joshi 1989, nos.92-127) 


Sivaraksita 
CATALOGUE 
1018. AE, 5.36g, 18mm 


Obv: As 1017 but legend Sirarakhiżasa 
Rev: As 1017 but without Indradbaja 
Qoshi 1989, то. 91) 


Vijayabhati 
CATALOGUE 
1019, AE 
ted ç 
——o ү k 
ay% 
Obv: Almora symbol, threc-arched hill, railed 
parasol, bull, Brahmi legend Rajo 
Vajayabhutisa 
Rev: Complex railing with nandipada and 


Indradbvaja 
(PL. Gupta 1977: 1) 


Sivapalita 


CATALOGUE 
1020. LEAD alloy, 18.14g, 25mm, 


Obv: Crude standing human figure, Almora symbol 
and bull on Left, railed parasol on top left, 
Brahmi legend Sirapáli(tasa) 

Rev: As 1019 
(Handa, pl. LXXXV, 3; 
photo courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


Yayaghosha 
CATALOGUE 


1021. LEAD alloy, 3.5g 


д 


Obv: Railed tree left., bull to left, Almorà symbol 
right, legend (Ja)yaghoshasu (read by Handa) 
Rev: As 1020 
(Photo courtesy Handa pl. LXXXV, 4) 


Rati) - 

És va pi 1a È A 5 A ¢ (Sivadatasa), 
UJÖJVE ww uy 

ha ra si ri sa ja ya gho sha sa 


XA AY ЈЕ BEwtKy 
mugabhuti sa refe vajayabhutisa 


ARJUNAYANAS 
(ist Century BCE) 


The Àrjunáyana tribe appears to have been a western 
eges ч е Agras with territories in southern 
laryana and adjoining parts of northern Rajasths 
(tanda 2007:19). Ther coin y ааг ps 
heen published piecewise in the course of time starting 
with a copper coin presente nsep in 1838, Nisar 
Ahmad (1993: 15-24) who gave a short survey of all 
reported specimens in 1993 knew of only one silver 
coin and seven copper coins of this tribe. They have 

hts from about Hg to about 5g, Handa (2007: 18- 
24) republished these coins with the addition of two 
further copper pieces. ‘The principal devices are bull, 
railed уфа and clephant, comparable to the р 
Kusina cast billon Yaudheya types with the legend 
Yandheyinám Bahudhiaka. ‘I'he latter belong to the Ist 
century BCE, £e before the rise of the Indo-Seythians 
and early Kusinas, and the same dating is probable for 
the Arjunayana coins which are imitating the coin 
types of their eastern neighbours. The legend on the 
Arjunayana coins, lastly amended by Handa who took 
the legend part Bhadrinimasa as а place name, reads 
Bhadrarimasa /injundyandndy Jaya, which describes the 
coin as having been issued by the Arjunayana tribe of 
Bhadririma region. 
MELO у 
a ju na ya na na 


Female Deity Type 


CATALOGUE 
1022. AE, 5.24g, 16mm 
ә 


Obv: Standing female figure (Laksmi), railed ура 
on left, railed tree on т, Brahmi legend 


‘igundyandnay 
Rev: Bull standing to left on hill 
(Handa pl. V, 1, this coin) 


Bull-Elephant Type 
CATALOGUE 
1023. AE, 3.16g 
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Obv: Bull to right, railed yapa turned inwards on 
right, Brahmi dgjundyandnaye jaya bludraráma 

Rev: Elephant to right with pennon and mandipada 
above the animal and railed tree on right 
(Handa pl. V, 6, this coin) 


1024, BILLON, 2.90g 


Obv: Bull to right, railed jipa turned outwards on 

ht, Brahmi ärjunäyanänam jaya bhadrinima 

Rev: Elephant to right with pennon and wandipada 
above the animal and railed tree on right 
(Handa pl. V, 9, this cin] courtesy Jan Lingen) 


1025. AE, 3.16g 


Bull to right, railed ура turned inwards on 
right, Brühmi drjumayananaye jaya bhadrärima 

Rev: Elephant to left with pennon and mandipada 
above the animal and railed tree on left 
(Handa pl. V, 7, this coin) 


Bull-(clephant?) 
CATALOGUE 
1026. AE, type 


Obv: Bull to right facing railed ipa, legend 
tjandyananam jaya bbadráräma(restruck?) 

Rev: Railed tree, (elephant?) 
(Handa pl. V, 8, this coin] courtesy Ranjan Yadav) 


Lion Type 
CATALOGUE 
1027. AE, 3.30g 
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Obv: Railed tree, Brahmi legend drjundyandname 
Rev: Lion sitting to right 
(Handa pl V, 4, this coin) 


سسس 


AUDUMBARA 
(1st CENTURY BCE) 


From the find spots of their coins such as Pathankot, 
Jwalamukhi, Irippal or Hoshiarpur, we can place the 
non-monarchically constituted Audumbaras as 
neighbours of the Yaudheya and Kuninda tribes. 
Their territories were centered on the Beas valley in the 
Himalayan eastern Punjab area comprising parts of 
the modern districts of Kangra, Gurdaspur and 
Hoshiarpur. From literary sources we know the history 
of this tribe reaching back at least to the Sth century 
BCE, Like other Punjab tribes they regained 
sovereignty in post-Mauryan time and possessed 
enough strength or diplomatic skill to maintain their 
independence against the expansive tendencies of 
their Indo-Greek neighbours. With the advent of the 
Kusána the political history of the Audumbaras 
ended, at least we know of no Audumbara coins later 
than the Ist century СЕ. 

The existence of Audumbara silver drachms 
might reflect commercial relations between 
Audumbaras and Indo-Greeks. Situated on a 
favourable commercial route joining Kashmir with the 
Ganges valley, the Audumbaras had been active and 
successful merchants. Like everywhere else in ancient 
India religious activities played an important part in the 
daily life of the people and here the Audumbara coin 
designs testify a special devotion to god Siva. 

Since Cunningham's times, the tribal name 
Audumbara has been brought in connection with the 
word Udumbara which means ‘fig tree, and 
Cunningham (1891: 66) assumed the frequently 
occurring tree on the Audumbara coins to represent 
such a tree. This is supported by the Audumbara silver 
coins with standing male figure on obverse and trec-in- 
railing with trident-battle-axe on reverse. This rare 
type, of which only three specimens are known, had 
been issued in the name of Dharaghosha in Kharosthi 
оп obverse and Brihmi on reverse: mahadevasa raña 
dharaghoshasa odu(m)barisa (=of king Dharaghosha, the 
Audumbara, devotee of the god Mahadeva')exactly as 
it appears on the copper coins of Dharaghosha. 
Additionally this silver type has the word nijpa-mitra in 
Kharosthi on reverse. Vispamitra had already been 
identified by Allan with the sage Visvamitra (BMC: 
1хххїу). Dasgupta provided more details deduced from 
literary sources, where Visvamitra's mother is said to 


have embraced an udumbara tree in order to have a 
child (К.К. Dasgupta 1974: 44). 


Visvamitra Type 
Dharaghosha 
CATALOGUE 
1028. AR, 2.43g, 17mm 
n 


Obv: Trident-battle-axe on left, railed tree on right, 
Brahmi legend starting at 9 o'clock mabidevasa 
raño dbaraghoshasaand from 8-6 o'clock odubarita 

Rev: Standing bearded Vifidmitra, right raised, left 
akimbo holding lion-skin, Kharosthi vispa-mitra 
from right to left circumferential Kharosthi 
legend mahadevasa гайа dbaraghoshasa and 
odubarisa in exergue 
(BMC pl. XIV, 14/ zenot#130983, this coin/ 
courtesy Jan Lingen collection) 


Temple Type 


The Audumbara copper issues form a remarkable 
series of square bilingually inscribed pieces. Their 
obverse depicts a temple building besides a trident- 
battle-axe and a Brahmi legend around. Their reverse 
shows a railed tree with the forepart of an elephant 
mostly on the right, a wavy line below and a Kharosthi 
legend around. On some rare varieties the figure of а 
small lion and a small three-arched hill symbol have 
been added to the left field of the reverse design 
(Handa 2007: pl. VII, no.1 and pl. V1, no.2). Only small 
parts of the legends appear on the single specimens 
which have been issued in the names of Siv 
Rudradisa, Dharaghosha and Mahadeva, The personal 
name is usually combined with the name of the tribe 
and with the word wabäderasa һе latter meaning as 
much as ‘devotee of god Mahadeva.’ If complete the 
respective legends would thus read as follows: 
mabidevasa тайа dharaghoshasa odu(m)barisa, mahidevasa 
raña rudradasasa odu(m)barisa, табһайетага raña & 
adu(m)barisa and mabáderasa raria odu(m)barisa. 


iowa ua 
ba ri sa dha ra gho şa sa 


Boren illu 


54 va da sa sa ru dra da sasa 


Anonymous 


CATALOGUE 
1029. AE, 15mm, c.1.5g 


Obv: Temple, swastika-standard on left, Jaku, 


Rev: 


standard on right 
Elephant to left, railed tree on left, river line 


below, Kharosthi legend at bottom: оол 
(Handa pl. 17, 1) 


Sivadasa 


CATALOGUE 
1030. AE, 2.09g, 15mm 


Brahmi legend 
mahådenasa тайа (on top) Siradarasa (right) 
edubarita (left) 


Rev: Кайс tree, forepart of elephant on right, river 
line below, Kharosthi as obverse legend but 
personal name on left and tribal name on right 
(Handa pl V, 4, this coin) 

Rudradasa 

CATALOGUE 


1031. AE, 2.91g, 15x17mm 


Obs: Temple, triden 


xe on right, Brihmi legend 
mahaderata rasa (on top) rudradata (right) 
odubarisa (lefi), river line below 

Railed tree, forepart of elephant on right, river 
line below, Kharosthi as obverse legend but 
personal name on left and tribal name on right 
(Handa, РЕЛ ЛИ, 4, this coin) 


Obs: 


Rev: 


1033. 


Obv: 


Rev: 
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Temple, trident-axe 
тарайта тайа rud 
visibleon top) 
Railed tree, forepart of elephant on right, 
riverline below, Kharosihi legend of which 
rudradta is visible on left 

(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


р, 15mm 


mi legend 
(of which 
be 


Temple, trident-axe on right, Br 
mabaderasa 


edubarisa is visible on left), river 
d trec, forepart of elephant on 
on left standing to п, 
above the lion, Kharos 
(Handa, pl. V1, 


t, three-ai 
nd 


Dharaghosha 


CATALOGUE 


1034. 


. AE, 2.8g, mm 


mple, trident-axc., Brahmi 


river line below 


Rev: part of elephant on right, 
V o£ which dena 
scans visible 
(Handa, pl. VU, 2 isto orten D land) 
Uncertain 
CATALOGUE 


1035. AE. 


On 
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Obv: ‘Temple, trident-axe left, river line below 
Rev: Elephant to left, Kharosthi mabadeva(sa) sa 
ty Devendra Handa) 


(c 
o 


AYODHYA 


Ayodhya is situated in the modern Fyzabad district in 
Uttar Pradesh and was the capital of the ancient 
kingdom of Kosala on the territories of modern 
Oudh, The first independent local copper coinage of 
Ayodhyi probably started in the late 2nd century BCE. 
Only a few uninscribed cast copper coins are known 
from carly Ayodhya and being very different from the 
Mauryan cast copper types they can be taken as post- 
Mauryan local types. 

А about 150 BCE a series of square cast types 
started which were inscribed in the names of a number 
of different kings with 'deva' and 'datta! ending names. 
In the first century CE the cast series stopped and was 
followed by a series of round dic-struck coppers 
inscribed by a number of kings. ‘Their rule was 
interrupted by Kaniska but with the retreat of the 
Kusána kings from the Ganges valley it was revived 
and only ended with Samudragupta’s conquests of 
northern India, 


Anonymous Cast Types 
(c.180-150 BCE) 


Early post-Mauryan cast types were described by Allan 
(BMC: pxxxviii) which apart from their findspot have 
nothing in common with the other Ayodhya coins. 
One round uniface type has a flower in dotted border 
(BMC: pLXVI, coin 6), another a swastika on one side 
and a central dot surrounded by four crescents (BMC: 
plXVI, coin 7) on the other side. Still another type has 
a swastika above a fish on one side and a taurine above a 
steelyard on the other(BMC: pl.XVI, coins 8-10). 
Additionally Allan mentions a square cast type with 
svastika on one side and bull on the other. 


CATALOGUE 
1036. LEAD, 0.55g 


BO 


Obv: Scales 
Rev: Blank 
(MACI 4566) 


1037. AE, 2.33g, 12mm. 


Cle) 


Obv: Fish to left., swastika above 
Rev: Scales 

(BMG pl. XVI, 8) 
1038. AE, 1.49g, 18mm 


M 
TE 
Obv: Flower 
Rev: Blank 
(BMG pl. XVI, 6) 


1039. AE, 2.20g, 12mm 


HE 


Obv: Four-crescent-symbol 
Rev: Swastika 
(ВМС, pl. XVI, 7) 


Inscribed Square Cast Types 
(ca. 150 BCE-50 CE) 


The square cast coins, inscribed in the ‘datta-' and 
‘deval-ending names of several kings, may have started 
at about 150 BCE. The obverse of these coins depicts 
a bull or an elephant, a railed standard and a river line. 
On top of the obverse the name of the issuing king is 
written in Brahmi characters, The reverse of these 
coins has а multi-symbol arrangement in various 
combinatio: hese symbols one finds railed 
tree, a wavy line, an “Ujjain symbol,” swastika, srivutsa, 
wheel and a fournandipada symbol. The muita 
occupies a prominent place among the reverse 
symbols on Visakhadeva's coins (BMC, pl.16#14-15), 
the nandyatarfa on those of Vayudeva (BMC, 
pl.16#13) anda wheel on those of Müladeva (BMC, pl. 
XVI#11-12). The names seen on the Ayodhya cast 
coins arcin the chronological order proposed by Lahiri 
(1974: 141-2): Pothadeva, Müladeva, Váyudeva, 
Dhanadeva, Visakhadeva, Sivadatta, Naradatta and 
Jyeshthadatta. 


Visakhadeva is connected with Sivadatta by the use 
of an abbiseka-Laksmi depiction (Lahiri 1974: 140) 
although on the coins of the latter Laksmi is seated 
(BMC, pl X141184-5). And whereas по abbiseka- 
Laksmi type coins of Dhanadeva are known his ‘deity 
standing between symbols’ is very similar suggesting a 
close chronology for these rulers. As Vayudeva (BMC, 
plLXVII#8) issued the same 'bull/standing deity 
between symbols type as Dhanadeva (BMC, pl. 
XVI#17) these two are also closely connected. 
Sivadatta appears to be the first of the 'data-kings 
judging from his use of the abbiseka-Laksmi type and 
the similarity of certain of his coins with those of 
Dhanadeva (Lahiri 1974: 141). 

Of all these rulers only Dhanadeva is mentioned 
in an inscription from Ayodhya (Sircar 1965: 94-95) 
describing him as a ruler of Koala, sixth in descent 
from  sendpati Pushyamitra, Lahiri (1974: 139) 
consequently dated Dhanadeva to the late 1st century 
BCE. Dhanadeva's late chronology is supported by the 
fact that he had issued cast and die-struck coins, both 
with a bull on obverse, Dhanadeva's cast type has a 
centrally placed female deity standing between 
symbols on reverse (BMC, pl.1G#17-18), his die- 
struck type a reverse design combining jupa, railed tree, 
swastika, "Ujjain symbol, nandipada and river line 
(BMC, pL XVIIIA1-2). 


Pothadeva 
CATALOGUE 
1040, AE, 2.16g, 14mm 


Obv: Elephant to left, railed Jndradhvaja on 
left, Brahmi legend pothadenasa on top 
Rev: Srivatsa, hill, railed tree, swastika and Ujjain 


symbol 
(BMC, pl ХЫП, 7) 
Müladeva 
CATALOGUE 


1041. AE, cast, , 3.44g 
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Obv: Arched female deity, Brahmi legend muladevasa 
on top 


Rev: Wheel () in center, jupa left, railed tree right, 
uncertain symbols on top 


(Classical Numismatic Gallery auction 58289) 
1042. AE, 1.79g 


Obv: Elephant to left, river line below, Brahmi 
legend muladevasa 

Rev: Swastika above wheel, jupa on left, railed tree 
оп right 
(Oswal auction 61424 / corresponds to Vayudeva's 


bpe BMC pl. XVI, 13 but nandyavarta exchanged 
Jor wheel) 


Vayudeva 
CATALOGUE 
1043. AE, 5.57g 


Umm 


Obv: Elephant to left, Brahmi legend zayuderara 
Rev: Nandyavart, railed tree, swastika, curved 
symbol on left, wavy line below 
(BMC, pl. XVI, 13) 
Dhanadeva 
CATALOGUE 


1044. AE, 6.9g, 20mm. 


Obv: Bull to left, altar’ on left, square frame, Brahmi 
legend dhanadevasa above 

Rev: Railed yapa and nandipada on left, railed tree on 
right. river line below; swastika, 'Ujjain 
symbol! and nandipada on top 
(BMC, pLXVII,1/ photo courtesy S. Bhandare) 
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Visakhadeva 


CATALOGUE 
1045. AE, 4.16g, 21x19mm_ 


Obv: Bull to left, indistinct standard on left, Brahmi 

‘gend ritakhaderasa above 

Rey: Wheel in centre, railed yapa on left, railed tree 
on right, патраба above, river line below 
(BMC, pLXV, 16/ courtesy Jan Lingen) 


1046. AE, 3.74g 


wi so kho de vo sa 


Obv: Abhiseka-Laksmi, Brühmi legend at top 
viéakbaderasa 

Rev: Stitatsa in center, yupa on left, railed tree on 
right, row of swastika, Ujjain symbol and 
nandipada on top 
(BMC, pl. Х\Л,14/ courtesy Rajgor't auct.13#4) 


Sivadatta 
CATALOGUE 
1047, AE 


ДЕ 


: Elephant to left, Indradhargja on left, legend 
fivadatasa 
Rev: Railed tree in center, railed yapa left, Ujjain 
symbol, #riratta and hill on right, river below 
(ВМС, pl. XVII, 3, var.) 


1048. AE, 1.52g, 14mm. 


AbAY 


x š 
Obv: Bull to left facing railed standard, Brahmi 
legend ciradatasa. 


Railed tree in center, railed yapa left, uncertain 
device right 


Rev: 


Obv: Bull to left facing railed triangular standard, 
Brahmi legend sinadatasa 

Rev: Standing female figure, her right raised holding 
lotus, Ujjain symbol on right 


Naradatta 
CATALOGUE 
1050. AE, 1.68g 


Obv: Bull to left facing railed standard, Brahmi 
legend maradatasa 

Rev: Curved symbol left, railed tree, Ujjain symbol 
@) on right, river line below 


(ВМС, pl. XLII, 6) 
Jyeshthadatta 


Jyeshthadatta issued a square cast type (NST, 1946, 
vol. VIII, pl. 1, coin 14) with characteristic bull icing 
left towards a standard and the legend above. The 
reverse design of the published specimen is blurred 
but shows traces of a railed tree associated with some 
other indistinct symbols. 


different is the dic-struck coin type inscribed 
° same name but of ‘standing male/standing 
smi’ design (BMG pl. XLV, coin 10). Though 
listed here its attribution to Ayodhyais not certain, 


CATALOGUE 
1051. AE 2.87g, 13mm 


nding male, Brahmi legend jresthadatasa 


anding Laksmi 
(BMC, pl. NI 17810) 


h lotus stem 


1052. AE 


Obv: As 1051 but simpler style 
Rev: As 1051 


(Courtesy Rajgors auction 138811) 
0000000... 
Inscribed Round Die-struck 
Coins with Nandipada in 
Railing Reverse Type 
(ca. 50 — 130 CE) 


The first of these coins, ie. those with the nandipada-in- 
square reverse emblem, were probably already struck 
before the Kusina conquest. At latest under Kaniska 
the independent rule of Ayodhya was interrupted as 
evidenced by inscriptions found in Set Mahet near 
Ayodhya. But with the retreat of the Kusina kings 
from the Ganges valley the local kings reestablished 
their rule at Ayodhya which ended at latest with the 
conquests of northern India under Samudra-gupta. 

‘These round die-struck copper coins have a bull 
before a decorated standard (sacrificial post) on left 
and the ruler's name on the bottom on obverse The 
reverse design of the early issues resembles that seen 
оп the Almori coins: a mandipada symbol in a complex 
frame work flanked by two arrow-shaped posts on 
either side. The following kings are known from their 
coins listed in a chronological order proposed on 
typological and palaeographical grounds by Bela Lahiri 
(1974:144): Kumudasena (BMC,pI.XVII#17), 
Ajavarman, (IMC,pl.XIX&16), Midhavavarman, 
Sanghamitra (BMC pl.XV11821), Vijayamitra (BMC, 
pLXVIII#1), Devamitra (IMC, pLXIX#18; JNSI 
1963: 108; JNSI 1986), Satyamitra (BMC, 
pLXVII#11) and Ayumitra (BMC, pl.XV11#18). The 
complex mandipada reverse type was used by 
Kumudasena, Ajavarman, Jayavarman, 
Midhavavarman, Sabghamitra, Vijayamitra, Among 
them Vijayamitra is the only ruler who used both 
reverse types. The 'Saighamitra' coin from the BMC is 
unclear and the legend, which is placed above the bull, 
is only partially preserved. 
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Kumudasena 
CATALOGUE 
1053. AE, 7.78g 


Obv: Bull to left facing railed standard, Brahmi 
legendrajia kumudasenasa 
Rev: Nandipada in square 
(BMG, pl. XVII, 17/ photo courtesy S.Bhandare) 
Ajavarman 
CATALOGUE 


1054. AE 


Obv: Similar to 1053 but with legend Ajararmana 

Rev: Complex Indradbvaja-nandipada symbol in 
railing (close to the Almorà emblem) 
(IMG pl. XIX, 16) 


Madhavavarman 


Obv: Bull to left facing railed standard, Brahmi 
legend rajia madhavava(masa) 

Rev: Nandipada in square railing 
(Possibly overstruck on Kunudasena/ Courtesy Sharad 
Sharma) 


Indravarman (Inuvarman?) 
CATALOGUE 
1056. AE, 9.65g 
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Obv: Bull to left (facing standard), Brahmi 
legend ldraramusa or Inmumasa 

Rev: Nandipada in square 
(Courtesy Sharad Sharma) 


Jayavarman (?) 
CATALOGUE 
1057. AE, 8.38g, 22mm 


4 


Obv: Bull to left facing railed yapa, legend пуйи 
jaya(ramasa?) 

Rev: Nandipada in square railing 
(Courtesy Karan Singh) 


1058. AE, 2.89g 


$0 


Obv: Bull to left facing hill C), Brihmi legend 
туйа jayavamasa 

Rev: Nandipada in square railing 
(MACW 4570] courtesy KK Mabeshwari/ board 
associated with Yaudbeya related Bhanyghosha type) 


—-———-—0000000----———- 


Inscribed Round Die Struck 
Coins with Peacock and 
Palmtree Reverse Type 
(ca. 250-330 CE) 


The obverse of these coins has the same bull before a 
decorated standard (sacrificial post) on left and the 
rulers name on the bottom but the reverse shows a 
cock ог peacock facing a palm-tree with a wavy line 
below. Vijayamitra is the only ruler who used both 
reverse types. At first he appears to have reverted to the 
old nandipada reverse design but ater initiated the 'cock 
and palm-tree’ design which was continued by his 
successors. A hoard of late Ayodhya coins, mostly of 
Satyamitra and Ayumitra, was published by O.P. Singh 
& M. Singh (2000-2001: 40-45) and the name on one 
of the coins was read by the authors as Naramitra. This 
would add a new name to the list of the late Ayodhya 
rulers. That same hoard contained a coin of Ayumitra 


restruck l 
been the 


of the region. Judging from the y 
of his coins Devamitra appears to have had only à very 
short re 


Vijayamitra 
CATALOGUE 
1059. AE, 2.60g 


Oe 


Obv: Bull to left facing jua, large railing below 


Ом: Bull to left facing sacrifical post, Brahimi 
legend rijayumitasa 
Peacock to right, palm-tree on right 


(BMC, pl. XIII, 2) 
1061. AE, 2.0g, 15mm 


ү: As 1060 
Rev: As 1060 
(Courtesy Devendra Handa 2012, pl. V^, 6) 


Satyamitra 
CATALOGUE 
1062. AE, 7.86g, 20mm 


Өө: 


Obv: Bull to left. facing sacrifical post, Brühmi 
legend satyumitrata. 

Rev: Peacock to right , palm-tree on right 
(ВМС, pl XVII, 11/ courtesy Panl Coenen) 


aau 


1063. AE,1.07g 


өө 


Obv: Bull to left facing sacrifical post, Brahmi 
legend satyanitrasa 

Rev: Peacock to right , palm-trec on right 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen) 


Ayumitra 


CATALOGUE 
1064. AE, 6.90g, 20mm 


Obv: Bull to left facing sacrifical post, Brahmi 
legend ayumitrasa 

Rev: Peacock to right. , palm-tree on right 
(BMC, pl. XVII, 18/ courtesy Pau! Coenen) 


1065. AE, 1.47g, 10mm 


Obv: Bull to left facing sacrifical post, Brahmi 
legend ayumitrasa 

Rev: Peacock to right , palm-tree on right 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen) 


Devamitra 
CATALOGUE 
1066. AE, 8.80g 


p eb 


Obv: Bull to left, (standard on left), Brihmi 
legend devamitasa 

Rev: Peacock to right, palm-tree on right 
(IMG pl XIX, 18) 


Post-Mauryan Northern Indian Coins 161 


1067. AE 


Obv: Bull to right 
Rev: Peacock to left, palm-trec on left 


GARHWAL LOCAL KINGS 


Garhwal is а mountainous region in north western 
Uttarakhand bounded on the north by Tibet and on 
the east by Kumaon region. This is the region where 
the Yaudheyas had taken refuge under the pressure of 
Indo-Scythian and carly Kusin invaders (Handa, 2007: 
175) and where they had issued a crudely struck class 
of coins, że. Allan's class 3 coins. The coins of a local 
dynasty of Garhwal rulers have been found associated 
with Yaudheya class 3 coins in the Lansdown hoard 
(SC. Kala, 1956) and also with Kuninda coins in the 
Chakkar hoard (PI. Gupta 1978A: 21-23). Allan had 
listed a local Garhwal coin of a king Bhi 
Yaudheya issue (class 4). K.K. Maheshwari (1978: 14- 
21) published some coins of king Bhai 
the same region (probably from the 
and proposed a Yaudheya attribution for this ruler. 
Maheshwari’s coins were associated with Yaudh 
class 3 coins and with coins of a king Jayavarma whi 
he tentatively attributed to Ayodhya in view of the 
reverse emblem, an elaborate nandipada in railing, 

The Bhinuva coin from the BM shows a three- 
arched hill and a swastika above the legend line on 
obverse and trident and standard’ on reverse (BMC, pl. 
XL; Mitchiner 1975, 946). A new Bhinuva type turned 
up in the Lansdown hoard from Garhwal with a 
standing Kirttikeya reverse. S.C. Kala (1956) was the 
first to describe this new type, of which several 
specimens appeared in the cited hoard along with 
specimens of a king Ravana. Nisar Ahmad (1985) 
argued that the occurrence of the ruler's name on a 
coin of the Yaudheya tribe together with the omission 
of the tribal name itself would at least be unusual for 
the non-monarchically constituted Yaudheyas and 
regarded Bhánuva and Ravana as local kings of 
Garhwal. This is supported by the different typology 
of these coins which are exclusively known from 
Garhwal. 
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Bhanuva 
CATALOGUE 
1068. AE, 2.43g, 20mm 


Obv: Brahmi legend луйо bhanurasya, ten-arched hill 
above, river line below, dotted border 

Rev: Standing single-headed Karttikeya, spear in his 
right, his leftakimbo, dotted border 
(S.CKala, 1956, six-arched-bill and six-beaded 
Karttikeya) 


1069. AE, 6.44g, 23mm 


Obv: Brihmi legend jio bbannrapa, six-arched hill 
above, river line below 

Rev: Sis-headed Karttikeya 
(Courtesy Ranjan Yader) 


1070. AE, 8.16g, 13mm 


us Tp 


Obv: Three-arched hill and swastika on top, below 


Brahmi legend (rajiio bhannvasya, river line at 
bottom 


Rev: Trident and indistinct device 
(BMC pIXL, 15, Mitchiner 1976, 946) 


Ravana 
CATALOGUE 
1071. AE,6.61g, 22mm 


Brahmi legend rio ritanasya on top, below а 

human figure anda hill on right 

Rev: Trident on right, indistinct symbol on left 
(Nisar Ahmad, 1985: 108, ype 2/ 

courtesy Ranjan Yader) 


Obv: 


Bhānusharman 
CATALOGUE 
1072. AE, 1.68g, 16mm 


O0 


Obv: Brahmi legend ...(bba)mshama(u) on top, wavy 

line below 

Rev: Standing male figure, spear in his right, his left 
akimbo (Kartikeya), railed tree on right 
(Kulkarni, 2007A:101-102/ courtesy Akshay Jain) 


1073. AE 


Obv: Brahmi (тәуйо bhanushama, hill above 
Rev: Karttikeya with spearin right, tree on left 
(Courtesy Akshay Jain) 


Bhanughosha 
CATALOGUE 
1074. AE, 1.62g, 15mm 


Obv: Hill and female figure with uplifted right arm 
above a river line, Brahmi legend in two lines 
below reading (ru) jio bhanugho- shasa 

Rev: Brahmilegend bhannghosha(sa) 


(Conrtesy Ranjan Yaden ex Chakkar hoard) 
1075. АЕ, 2.17g, 14mm 


Obv: Hill and female figure with uplifted right arm 
above a river line, B 


hmi legend in two lines 
below reading (ra) iio blamagho- shasa 

Brahmi legend hhanughosha(sa) 
(Courtesy KK Maheshusari,1978, na2) 


Rey: 


KADA 
(early 2nd century BCE) 


‘The BMC cast copper coins with th 
Айна were collected by Rodgers and Whitchead who 
confirmed their Punjab provenance (Allan, 1936: 
xcii On palacographical grounds Allan dated the Када 

to the late 3rd/early 2nd century ВСЕ and 
distinguished five inscribed varieties: sun/railed tree 
(BMC, pl. XIX, 14), sun/wavy line & taurine (BMC, pl.. 
NIX, 15-16), standing human figure/ wavy line and 
taurine (BMC, pl. XIX, 17 and 19), elephant to 
left/wavy line and taurine (BMC, pl. XIX, 18) and kala 
with flowers/ legend (BMC, pl. XIX, 20). To these 
inscribed types Allan added an anonymous sun/horse 
or deer type (BMC, pl. XLII, 10-11) because it bears the 
same sun symbol as its inscribed counterparts. 

An update of the series has recently been 
presented by Handa (2006: 72-85) who published 
some further dama inscribed varieties from 
excavations and private collections: elephantrider/ 
wavy line, railed tree, taurine, svastika and legend 
(Handa 2006: pl. X111#1), elephant to right/ wavy 
line, legend, taurine, svastika and railed tree (Handa 
2006: pl. XIV#1, LEAD), horse or lion to right/wavy 
line, legend and uncertain symbols below (Handa 
2006: pl. XIV#2-4, LEAD), elephant to right/wavy 
line, legend, taurine, svastika and railed tree (Handa 
2006: pl. XIV#6, LEAD), standing female figure and 
legend/railing, wavy line, taurine, svastika and railed 
tree (Handa 2006: pl. XIV#7, LEAD). Interpreting 
kälasa as a genitive singular form Handa rejects the 
assumption that this name refers to a city or tribe and 
instead sees these coins as monarchical issues from the 
Sugh region, as indicated by recent findspots (Handa 
2006: 82-83). All the coins are cast coins. 


¢ Brahmi legend 


Anonymous 
CATALOGUE 
1076. АЕ 1.77g, 13x9mm 


OB 


Obv: Deer standing to right 
Rey: Sun symbol 
(BMG, pl. ХЫП, 10-11/ courtesy Paul Coenen) 


1077. AE, 5.15g 


OS 


Post-Mauryan Northern Indian Coins 163 


Obr: Deer to right 
Rev: Sun symbol 
(Conrtesy Todywalla auction 11840) 


ee 
Inscribed kadasa 


CATALOGUE 
1078. AE. 7.5g, 23mm 


Oby: 
Rev: Railed tree, rectangular object on left, Brahmi 
legend kädasa on right 
(Photo courtesy D. Handa 2006, pl. XI, 1) 


1079. AE, 8.1g, 22mm 


Obv: Inverted taurine, wavy line above, Brahmi 
legend kägasa below 

Rev: Same design as on obverse 
(Handa 2006, pl. X1, 6; 
photo courtesy S. Bhandari) 


1080. AE, 10.7g, 23mm 


Inverted taurine, Brühmi legend Aasa above, 

wavy line below 

Rev: Human figure holding stick and Lawandaln, 
solid object above swastika on le 

(Photo courtesy D. Handa 2006, pl. ХИ 


1081. AE, 11.6g, 25mm 
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Obv: Inverted taurine, wavy line above, Brahmi 


Elephant to left 
(Photo courtesy D. Handa 2006, pl. XII, 3) 


Rev: 


1082. AE, 15.9g, 23mm 


R 
Obv: Wavy line, Brahmi legend &ádara, below railed 
tree and inverted taurine and swastika 
Rev: Elephantrider to right 
(Photo courtesy D.Handa 2006, pl. XIII, 1, 
ех Sugh excavations) 


1083. AE, 3.3g, 12mm 


Obv: Brihmi legend Айша 
Rev: Кайа with flowers 
(Photo courtesy Handa 2006, pl. XII, 5) 


1084. 


° 
z 


х Wavy line, Brihmi legend айша above, 
swastika, taurine and railed tree below from 
left to right 

Rev: Lion (or horse) to right 

(Handa 2006, pLXIV,24/ courtesy Kamal Vaid) 


1085. LEAD, 3.85g, 14mm 


Obv: Similar to 1084 
Rev. Lion to right 


(Courtesy D. Handa 2006, pl. XIV, 4) 
1086. LEAD, 10.7g, 18x17mm 


Obv: As 1084 
Rev: Elephant to right 
(Courtesy D. Handa 2006, pl. XIV, 1) 


1087. LEAD, 15mm 


Obv: As 1084 
Rev: Elephant to right 
(Courtesy D. Handa 2006, pl. XIV, 6) 


1088. LEAD, 7.0g, 22mm 


Obv: Standing female figure, flower in upraised left 
Brahmi legend &ádasa on left 

Rev: Uncetain device on square pedestal, wavy line 
and swastika, inverted taurine and railed tree 
on left 
(Courtesy D Handa 2006, pl. XIV, 7) 


КАМАП) (1st century BCE) 


Three closely connected coin types were listed in the 
BM catalogue by Allan under the heading Kanauj and 
attributed to an unknown local dynasty of the Ist 
century BCE. One of these coins has a reported 
findspot at Kanyakubja (BMC, xciii), another came 
from Капаш}, The names of three rulers are inscribed 
оп these coins, ic. Brahmamitra, Süryamitra and 
Visnudeva. 


CATALOGUE 
1089. AE, Brahmamitra, 6.22g, 20mm 


Obv: Brahmi legend Brabmamitasa, Ujjain symbol, 
railed tree and Indradhvaja at top 

Rev: Railed tree on left(?), rest indistinct 
(BMC, pl XIX, 11) 


1090. AE, Saryamitra, 3.36g, 16mm. 


Obv: Brahmi legend Siyawitata, Indradhvaja, railed 
tree and Ujjain symbol on top 

Rev: Indistinct 
(BMC, pl. XIX, 12) 


1091. AE, Visnudeva, 4.21g, 20mm 


Obv: Brihmi legend Vigradenus, railed tree, hare-in- 
crescent, arrow-dividing-twocircles 

Rev: Horse to left, railed yapa on left 
(ВМС, pl. XIX, 13/photo courtesy S. Blandart) 


— —— 
KAUSAMBI 


Kausimbi, capital of ancient Vatsa Janapada, had been 
опе of the strongest civic centres of the middle 
Ganges valley. Many of the local coins came and still 
come from Kosam near Allahabad, thus confirming, 
Cunningham's (1891: 73) identification of Кашаты 
with this site, situated not far from the confluence of 
the Yamuna with the Ganges river. 

A great number of post-Mauryan Кашаты coins 
is known beginning in early 2nd century BCE with 
some local punchmarked coins and locally modified 
Mauryan-Sufiga cast coppers of which some have 
been inscribed in the city's name. Somewhat later and 
more common are the “lanky bull” type cast coins of 
stronger local character, followed by a long series of 
die-struck coins, inscribed in the names of different 
rulers, indicating the transition to a monarchical 
constitution. This series stopped at latest with the 
conquest of Kausámbi under Kaniska whose first year 
of reign, as we have discussed carlier, сап now 
confidently be fixed at 127 CE. Bela Lahiri (1974: 112) 
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mentions the Sarnath inscription of Kaniska year 3 
which shows that his dominions extended upto 
Varanasi in the cast and morcover “three other 
inscriptions found at Kosam itself leave no room for 
doubt that Kausi 
Finds of Kanigks's coins in the region support the 
inscriptional evidence. The Kuşana interregnum lasted 
until the reign of Vasudeva 1, 190-220 СЕ, where 
after the Kusšna seem to have lost control over the 
Ganges valley and central India, With the Kusápa 
retreat a new series of local copper coins was issued at 
Kavsámbi by the Magha kings. 

The die-struck coins of the pre- Kusàna kings 
of Kausambi (c.150 BCE-130 CE): Allan's list of 
Kaui&mbi kings named on coins in the British 
Museum is quite short compared to Lahiri's (1974: 
113-14) extensive arrangement that includes Agarija 
(Angirayut), Agnimitra, Aivaghosa, Bahasatimitra 
(=Brhaspatimitra), Isaramitra (Isvaramitra), Jethabuti 
(EJyesthabhin), Jethamita Qyeshtamitra), Pavata 
(Parvata), Prajipatimita (Prajpatimitra), Pothamita. 
(Prauythamitra), Prayamita (Pripamitro), Rádamita 
(Rádhamitra), mita (Rijamitra), Rajanimita. 
(Rajanimitra), Ramamita (Rámamitra), Sapamita 
(Sarpamitra), Satamita (Satamitra), Suramita 

uramîtra), Varugamitra and Vavaghosha or 

ivaghosha. Coins of Satamitra (dental sibilant) and 
Satamitra (palatal sibilant) differencing in the first 
letter have also come to light which suggests that two 
rulers may be involved (Р. Handa & М.К. Gupta, 
2005-6: 42-43). 

Lahiri (1974: 116) mentions some seals found at 
Rajghat in Varanisi with the names of rulers such as 
Jethadata (Jyeshthadatta), Jyeshthamitra and 
‘Aivaghosha, Assuming Varanisi to have been 
included in the Kausimbi realm, she infers from the 
seals that Aévagosha and Jyeshthamitra are identical 
with the issuers of the Kaukimbi coins. The same may 
be the case for Jyeshthadatta who issued a round die- 
struck coin type with a standing male figure left of the 
Brahmi legend on obverse and a standing Laksmi on 
the reverse (BMC, pl. XIN, 10). 

The die-struck coins of the post-Kusina 
kings of Kausimbi (c.200 — 300 CE): Following the 
Kusina retreat from the Ganges valley after Vasudeva 
1, the power at Кашат returned to the local rulers. 
‘The carliest of them were Dhanadeva and Nava and 
others whose names have not been restored with 
certainty from the fragmentary legends of their crude 
coins (Lahiri 1974: 125). Their typology follows that 
of the earlier die-struck series, the crude coins of Nava 
and his successors being close copies of Dhanadeva's 
coins. Stratigraphical evidence from Kausimbi 
suggests that ‘the Dhanadeva-Nava kings were 


A 
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"kings, a dynasty with mostly 
avations there showed di 

sina kings associated 
sues of Nava and the 


succeeded by the Mag 
-magha ending names. E 
s 

Kusina coins, followed by 
Magha kings. 

Nine Map! 
coins and inscriptions indi 
"The dynasty ruled until t 
kings in the 4th century. риа (1976: 46-55) 
summarized the contents of a board of about 1000 
Magha coins and reported the following kings 
represented by about 400 attributable coi 
Sivamagha (186), Vaigravana (243), Bhimavarman (10), 
Satamagha (1), Puramagha (1) and conjccturally some 
others. 

‘A.M, Shastri (1979) studied the largest hoard of 
Magha coins ever reported. Among the more than 
2900 specimens he found many devices different from 
the foregoing, Sometimes the ladder-like symbol is 
missing, sometimes the bull is replaced by other 
devices, and in other cases only the legend side is 
struck. The distribution of the attributable coins by 
Shastri is as follows: Mahārāja Magha (1), 
Bhadramagha (5), Sivamagha 1 (352), Vaigravana 
(1450), Sivamagha 1t (617), Bhimavarman (100) and 
Vijayamagha (2). The composition of the hoard makes 
it clear that Bhadramaga, Sivamagha 1 and H, 
Vaigravana and Bhimavarman were chronologically 
closely connected, probably following one another in 
direct succession. Shastri's identification of a king 
named Magha, after whom the other members of the 
line had been named, has been supported recently by 
the appearance of a clearly inscribed specimen (A.M. 
Shastri, 1984 B: 26). Other Magha kings that have 
been identified from coin legends are Praushthaéri, 
Jayamagha, Rudramagha, Yugamagha, Bhadradeva, 
and perhaps Rudradeva (В. Lahiri, 1974; 127-28 and 
PL. Gupta, 1969: 40). Recently O.PL. Srivastava 
(2008-9) pointed to the problem of creating new king 
names based on only partially preserved coin legends 
and contested the existence of Jayamagha and 
Satamagha among the Magha rulers. 

Bela Lahiri (1974: 130-36) lists a number of dated 
inscriptions of the Magha kings, among them 
Bhimasena from the year 51; however, the exact 
position of Bhimasena in the order of kings is 
uncertain, Next are several inscriptions of 
Bhadramagha citing the years 81, 83, 86 and 
87.Inscriptions for kings Praushthaíri and 
Bhadramagha contain years 86 and 87, Vaisravana year 
107, and Bhimavarman ycars 130 and 139. We can 
reasonably assume that these inscriptions are dated 
according to Kaniska's era, the most important period 
of the region. Falk (2001: 121-36) suggests it started 


ha kings, are noted in the Punînar but 
tence of more, 


at 127 CI, If so Bhimasena would have reigned in 178 
2E. At this time the Kusina were still ruling 
amd therefore it is improbable that 
пазспа would hav an independent 
ancous king of i Pankaj ‘Tandon 
ic) concurs with Agrawal that 
Bhimasena ruled in Bandhogarh, Madhya 
Pradesh, wher inscription was found, Farlicr 
Agrawal had argued that the contemporancity of 
Praushthaéri and Bhadramagha could occur if the 
former ruled rh region when the lanter 
ined power in According 10 the 
inscriptions Bhadramagha ruled in 208 CH, a date 
which would fit well with the time when the Kuşîna 
kings seem to have lost control of Kaus 
Hoard composition supports Bhadramagha's 
iest Magha kings. ‘The latest 
Bhimavarman and as a 
i would correspond to 266 


position among the ca 
recorded date is 139 for. 
year of the era of Kanigk 
CE. Several kings succeeded Bhimavarman but we do 
not know their exact order or how long the last of the 
Magha kings actually ruled. We can conclude from the 
known historical events that with Samudragupu's 
(с. 335-380 CL) conquests, the Magha dynasty came to 
anend. 

For the Kausimbi catalogue part I'm especially 
grateful to Badri Prasad Verma for his kindness in 
sharing many Kausimbi coin images from his 
important collection. 


Punchmarked Coins 
(ca. 200 -150 BCE) 


Many of Kauéîmbî's early coins are damaru (drum) 
shaped. ‘Though long represented in various 
institutional and private collections, such copper 
pieces have | been published much later (A. Ali 1981 and 
S. Sharma 1981). In an editorial note to Ali's article, 
PL. Gupta classified them in two categories: small, 
thick, uniface punch-marked pieces and somewhat 
larger, thin bifaced cast coins, The punchmarked coins 
of Kauámbi show a number of strange forms apart 
from the damar shape such as star, swastika or triangle. 


CATALOGUE 
Odd Shapes 
1092. AE 


(Courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 
1093. AE 


Lal. h. 


‘Three specimens shaped like swastika, taurine 
and crescent. Uncertain punch traces. 
(Courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 


1094. AE, 1.0g 


де 


Obv: Bull to right, sun symbol above 
Rev: Small damaru 
(see A, Ali 1987, то.2-5) 


Damaru shaped 
1095. AE, 1.17g 


Obv: Bull to left 
Rev: Blank 


Single-punched 
1096. AE, 1.12g, 11mm 


5 


Obv: Bull to right, railed tree on left 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 
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Single-punched damaru shaped 


Obv: Plant-on-hill, railed tree, river 
Rev: Blank 


Punchmarked 
1099. AE, 1.29g, 11x10mm 


Elephant to right 
‘Ujjain symbol’, plant-on-hill, /ninara 
(S. Sharma 1981: 4, но. 1-4 but there elephant lft) 


———--———0000000---- 


Uniscribed Cast Coins 
(ca. 200-150 BCE) 


Mitchiner (1972: 157-75) published а revealing hoard 
containing several varieties of these early local casts in 
association with their Mauryan prototypes. The 
devices are characteristically derived from the 
common ‘elephant over ladder’ type with alterations 
and additions of symbols, often a whe 
“Ujjain symbol,” and a "tree over hill 
(981A: 4-11) presented further local cast types; on 
some the elephant is exchanged for a humped bull, on 
others fora horse. Their typology suggests placement 
between the elephant and ‘lanky bull' casts, As also the. 
case with the local punchmarked coins, a special 
feature of many early Kausimbi 
damarnshape. 

For further Kausimbi cast coppers, which 
typologically are even closer linked to the square 
Mauryan elephant prototypes, see above under the 
general chapter of UCCCs. 


small 
arma 


ast coins is their 


Elephant Type 


А few of the local батали shaped coins depict an 
elephant on the obverse and a railed tree on the 
reverse. Obviously, inspired by Mauryan prototy 
there are square and round clephant cast types 
depicting the elephant with symbols such as a 
Indradhraja, a six-armed symbol, multiple taurines, and 
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a railed tree associated with the hollow-cross-and-hill 
symbol with taurines on the reverse. A few types show 
the elephant to the right or left with a wheel above and 
a double-orbed Ujjain symbol on the reverse. Rarely 
encountered is an abbiseka-Laksmi type (BMC pl. XX, 
15). In general the elephant issues seem to have been 
short-lived and probably preceded the bull types. 


CATALOGUE 
1100. AE, cast, 6.93g, 17х13тт 


Elephant to left, taurine above 
Railed tree 


gy 


Obv: Elephant to left, inverted taurine above 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 


1102. AE, 5.70g, 14x14mm 


Obv: 


Elephant to right, Indradivaja on right., 
swastika and four-crescents-around-dot below 
Rev: Railed tree, ‘hollow cross! and taurine on left., 
three-arched hill on right 

(similar RTye list 41, р.15#4 but elephant to L) 


1103. AE, 4.22g, 16mm 


ӘӘ 


Obv: Elephant to left, Indradbraja on left, swastika, 
six-armed-symbol and taurine abo 
Rev: Railed tree, swastika and "hollow cro: " on left., 


taurine and threc-arched-hill on right 
(S. Sharma 1981A:8-9, var. Л) 


1104. 


: As 1103 but taurine instead of swastika 
As 1103 
(Courtesy Rajgor's auction 1387) 


1105. AE, 2.23g 


ба 


Obv: As 1103 
As 1103 
(Courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 


1106. AE 


lephant to left., wheel above 
Double orbed, dotted 'Ujjain symbol" 
( $. Sharma 1981: 8, V courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


1107. AE, 0.92g, 12mm. 


Ф 


lephant to right, wheel above 
Rev: Double-orbed, dotted Ujjain symbol 


Animal/plant-on hill Types 


‘This series depicts an elephant, a lion or a horse with a 
small Ujjain symbol placed above the animal, ‘The 
rse is always the same, namely, a tree rising from a 
arched hill and two inverted taurines to the right 
and left of the hill. 


1108. AE, 0.83g, 12mm 


Фф) 


phant to left, "Ujjain symbol! above 
Tree-on-hill 
(МАСІ 4575) 


1109. AE, 0.95g, 13x12mm 


: Lion to left, "Ujjain symbol’ above 
Trec-on-hill and two inverted taurines 


1110. AE, 0.88g, 12x12mm 


Obv: Horse to left, ‘Ujjain symbol’ above 

Rev: Tree-on-hill and two inverted taurines 
(S.Sharma 1981:10,var 7/ courtesy Marudhar e- 
auction 13410) 


1111. AE, 0.87g, 12x12mm. 


Obv: Horse to right, Ujjain symbol above 
Rev: "Irec-on-hill and two inverted taurines 


Lakgmi Types 
"The goddess is depicted as standing alone on a series 
of small damaru shaped cast pieces or watered by 


elephants in an Abhiseka-Lakgmi scene on a rarely 
encountered large round cast type. 


1112. AE, 1.82g 


Obv: Laksmi standing 
Rev: Railed Indradbuaja 
(S. Sharma 1981B :2-3, class 2) 


1113. AE, 0.79g, 12x9x6mm_ 


Obv: Laksmi standing | 
Rev: Bull to right, Indradbraja on right 
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Laksmi standing on lotus watered by 
clephants, her left raised, her right akimbo 
Rev: Railed tree; swastika, taurine and 

Indradbngja on left taurine, Ujjain symbol and 
hollow cross right 

(Courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


1115. 


Obv: As 1114 but different position of deity's arms 
As 1114 


(BMC ph XX, 15/ courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 
Bull Type 


А few early батат shaped cast pieces with a bull 
depiction exist as do some square bull types, the latter 
with a symbol arrangement inspired by late Mauryan 
prototypes. But these types soon evolve to larger and 
heavier round cast coins. The well known ‘lanky bull 
specimens were issued in the later first half of the 2nd 
century BCE. They depict a standard in front of the 
bull and a fournandipada symbol (or rarely a wheel) 
above. 


1116. AE, 0.2g, 9x6x3mm_ 


ا 


Ujjain symbol’, bull to right 
Railed tree 


1117. AE, 1.73g, 15x10x4mm 


29 


Obv: Bull to left, 'Ujjain symbol above 
Rev. Railed tree 


(S. Sharma 1981B:1, dass 1) 


Obv: 
Re 
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AE 
Obv: Bull to left, triskeles, ‘Ujjain symbol" and 
taurine above 


Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Ranjan Yaday) 


1119. AE, 2.15g, 14x14mm_ 


1 i 


Obv: Bull to left facing viewer, inverted taurine and 
swastika above, river below, frame around 
Rev: ‘Ujjain symbol’, ‘hollow cross; railed tree 


1120. AE, 1.11g, 14x11mı 


ЭС 


Obv: Similar but bull's head turned to left 
Rev: Similar but railed tree on left 
(S.Sharma 1981A:6, var.III) 


1121, AE, 2.85g, 19mm 


1118. 


Obv: Bull to right, dotted border 
Rev: Double-orbed dotted "Ujjain symbol" 
(Courtesy Nitin Khadekar) 


1122, AE, 1.12g, timm 
Bull to right, Ujjain symbol above, border 


* Railed-tree-above-hill flanked by taurines 
1123. AE, 2.10g 


Obv: Bull to left., nandyavarta above 
Rev: Tree-on-hill, chakra on left 
(Courtesy Nitin Khadekar) 


1124. AE, 2.51g, 19mm. 
E 


т Bull to left, swastika above, dotted border 
: Railed tree in three-dimension view 

(var. of S.Sharma 1981A:10,n0 VIII, there 
Ujjain symbol above bull) 


Ob: Bull to right, Ujjain symbol above 
Rev: Railed tree in three-dimension view 
(Courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 


1126. AE, cast, 2.35g, 19mm. 


Obv: Bull left facing railed tree, swastika above 
Rev: Bull to right, Indradbraja on right 


1127. AE, 1.40g 


Obv: Bull to left, Indradhraja on left 
Rev: Bull-on-hill to right, railed tree on right 
(Courtesy Madbusudbana Rao) 


1128. AE, 3.43g 


Obv: Bull to left, wheel above, Judradhnsja on left 
Rev: Bull-on-hill to right, railed tree on right, 
nandyavarta (2) above 
(BMC pl. XXI, 3/ courtesy Todywalla auct15#7) 


1129. АЕ, 6.18g, 24mm. 


Obv; Bull to left, nandyararta above, Indradinaja on 
left 


Rev: Railed-tree above hill, wheel and nandpada 
left, swastika and "Ujjain symbol! right 
(MAC 4588; BMCpl. XX, 14) 


Horse Type 
1130. AE, 20.10g 


Obv: 


Horse to left, square box above (possibly part 
of legend Aorabi) 

Rev: Three-arched hill, indistinct device below 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 104425, Kansambi region) 


-————0000000-—--- 


Civic Cast Туре 
(ca.200-150 BCE) 


Allan (BMC: xcviii) published the first city issues 
inscribed in the name of Кашат; these were cast 
coins of the ‘elephant over ladder’ type, with the city 
name additionally inscribed. S.C. Kala (1962: 139-40), 
K.D. Bajpai (1963A and 1965), N. Kothari (1991: 10- 
12) published other inscribed civic types. 
Cunningham's (1891: pLV, 10/ BMC pl.XX, 11) 
reading of sudevasa on an early elephant type has been 
shown to be a misinterpretation of a row of symbols 
above the elephant (S. Sharma, 1981 A: 9). If it were a 
legend it could also read kasabi making it just another 
civic issue, but the coin is not clear enough to be sure. 


CATALOGUE 
1131. AE, 3.90g 


Obv: Elephant-above-ladder’, Indrad/ngja left, 
swastika right. river line below, Brahmi legend 
kasabi and 'Ujjain symbol’ on top 
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Rev: Railed tree, hill symbol on left, "Ujjain symbol 
above, square fish-tank on right 
(Todywalla auction 14827) 


1132. AE, 1.09g 


Obv: Bull to left, ‘Ujjain symbol' above 

Rev: Brahmi legend Aosabiye around wheel 
(KD. Bajpai 1965:192, pl2, no.14/ 
courtesy Rajgor's auction 1386) 


0® 


Obv: Bull to left, Brahmi legend asabi above 
Rev: Fish-holding deity, Ujjain symbol’ on right 
(Courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 


—-0000000-——-------- 


Early Kausambi Guild Type 
(ca. 200 — 150 BCE) 


1133. 


In analogy to the better known guild coins of the 
Tanila region a few rare guild coins of Kausimbi have 
also come to light. One such type, if it was a guild type 
at all, bears а legend which has not been read 
satisfactorily; Negomaye had been proposed but appears 
to be doubtful. The legend Negamais however clear on 
another type from the region with a large swastika on 
the obverse and legend below railed tree and hill 
symbol on the reverse. 

K.D. Bajpai (1976: 52-53) identified the legend on 
another type as Gadlikinan, and interpreted it as an 
issue of the Gandhikas (dealers in perfumes) at 
Капты. 

CATALOGUE 
1134. AE, 141g 


Obv: Brahmi legend uncertain, possibly She-she-niye 
Rev: Crescent-like symbol (railed jupe?) 
(Courtesy KK. Maheshwari) 
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1135. AE, 2.10g, 1mm 


ka in dotted border 
‘hed hill (and railed tree) 


dotted border 
us with legend part qun 
(Courtesy Rajgor's auction 1283) 


Perfumer's Guild Type 
1137. AE, 154g. 


rihmi legend gadbikana 


Rev: Chequered pattern 
(K.D.Bajpai, 1976:52-53/ courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


—————-0000000-- 


Early Nominative Cast Type 
(ca. 200-150 BCE) 


AS. Altekar (1942 B: 136) published the first 
Kausimbi coin, allegedly die-struck, with the legend 
marikasa. Cast coins with the legend navikasa were first 
published in 1998 (О. Bopearachchi and W. Pieper, 
1998, pl. 25, coins 35 and 36) and more types later by 
ВР. Verma (2005-2006: 27-37). The coins of this early 
Kausimbi king are similar in style and fabric to the 
anepigraphic lanky bull types and should 
chronologically be close to them. 

‘The coins of Radhamitra are unusual. They havea 
peculiar hexagonal shape; and although they give the 
impression of being punchmarked, they are cast and 
carry a pseudo-punchmarked design. 

"The cast issues of Bahasatimitra and. Jyesthamitra 
are different in typology and technique in comparison 
to the dic-struck coins inscribed with the same names; 
this clearly suggests that the issuers must be earlier 


namesakes. At least one Bahasatimitra can be placed 
about 100 BCE in view of an epigraphic isochronism, 
ic. the Hathigumpa inscription, mentioning him 
together with Kharavela of Orissa and Siri Satakarni 
Finally, new evidence has revealed that cast coins 
with the horse/ elephant design inscribed with a 
legend that Cunningham interpreted as babasatimitara 
(BMC, pl.XX, 1) is actually simati, thus making the 
type an issue of Suktimati, capital of Chedi (РР 
Kulkarni & P Tandon, 2004: 5-6). 


Navika Cast 


Obv: Brahmi legend navikasa, bull to left at bottom, 
Indradbavaja and 'Ujjain symbol! at top 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy B.P. Verma 2005-6, дур, this coin) 


1139. AE, cast, 0.85g, 13mm 


Q0: 


Obv: Bull to left, Ujjain symbol above, Indra- 


Dissjz on left 
Railed tree, Brahmi legend navikasa above 


(B.P. Verma 2005-6: 34, type 6) 
1140. AE, 7.6g, 25mm 


Obv: Bull to left, лина above, river line below, 
Brahmi legend narikasa on left 

Rev: Railed tree, swastika and 'Ujjain symbol’ on 
right, (Indradhnaja on left) 
(BP. Verma 2005-6:32, type 3) 


1141. 


Obv: Horse to left, Ujjain symbol! above, railed tree 
on left, river below, Brahmi legend naiara 

Rev: Bull to left, four-crescent-symbol above 
Indradbvaja on left, dotted border 
(BP. Verma 2005-6,ype.1/ courtesy S. Hirano) 


1142. AE 


Horse to l., Brahmi legend navikasa above 
Rev: Standing elephant facing front, ladder 
below, railed tree left, Indradhraja right, 
swastika on top 
(Courtesy B.P. Verma 2005-6, bye 2) 


Radhamitra 
1143, AE, (pseudo-PMC) 


Obv: Lion to right, Brihmi legend radhamitara above 

Rev: Bull to right, railed tree on left, nandipada-on- 
hill on right, 'Ujjain symbol’ on top 
(A.S.Altekar 1942A, pl .1,2/ courtesy B.P. Verma) 


1144, AE 


Obv: Lion to right 
Rev: Bull to left 
(Courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 


1145. АЕ 


Obv: Lion to left 
Rev: Bull to right 
(Courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 


Bahasatimitra I 
1146, AE, 0.4g 
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Obv: Sketchy elephant to left, ‘ladder’ below and 
‘Ujjain symbol! above, Indradbraja left, Brahmi 
legend babasatimitasa on top 

Rev: Railed tree left, threc-arched hill right, Brahmi 
legend bahasatimitasa on top from right to left 
(Courtesy Ade, Shailesh P Jain) 


Jyesthamitra I 
1147. AE, 3.30g 


Obv: Brahmi legend jethamitasa on top, standing, 
human figure left and right (devices in separate 
segments) 

Rev: In separate segments 'Ujjain symbol in center, 
swastika above Indradbraja on left. railed tree 
оп right, ‘hollow cross’ at bottom, rest 
indistinct 
(Conrtesy Girish Sharma) 


—---0000000... 


Pre-Kusana Die-struck Type 
(са. 150 ВСЕ ~ ca. 130 CE) 


These coins were continuously issued until the Киза 
conquest of the Ganges valley which according to 
archaeological and inscriptional evidence was 
completed under Kanigka. 

On the basis of archaeological evidence from 
Bhirhut and Mathura, Cunningham dated the kings 
Angîrajyut (=qgany on his coins) and Dhanabhuti 
among the earliest of this dynasty. 

‘The typology of Angárajyut's coins with the bull 
to left before a simple Гойла на supports this early 
chronology. 

Dhanabhüti is not known from coins, but K.D. 
Bajpai (1965: 188-90) dated him to just before 100 
BCE on palacographical grounds from inscriptions 
anda clay seal. 

Most of the die-struck coins of Ka 
bull before an elaborate symbol representing a hill over 
a railing topped with а nandipada; the reverse bears the 
rulers name in Brihmi below a railed tree with 
associated symbols on both sides. On some coins of 
the early rulers the bull is walking left and facing a 
simple triangular-headed standard. In contrast on the 
coins of Brhaspatimitra II (who is inscribed as 
babasatimita on his coins), Agnimitra and 
Prausthamitra (=pothamita on the coins), both varieties 
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‘occur, bull to left and right. Lahiri (1974: 117) thus 
thought it possible that these rulers came between 
those kings who used the bull to left and those who 
used the bull to right. ‘Together with the coins of 
Jethamitra these three kings arc 

group by the fact that their coins are found 
counterstruck by the same nandipada-standard device. 


CATALOGUE (alphabetical order) 


Agaraja 
1148. AE, 4.52g, 17mm 


Bull to left.JIndradbvaja on left 
"Ujjain symbol left, railed tree right, Brahmi 
legend agarajusa 

(A.S.Altekar 1942B:137-8) 


1149. АЕ, 2.74g, 16mm 


Obv: Bull to right, 'Ujjain symbol" above, hill-on- 
railing on right 

Rev: Railed tree, wavy line on right, taurine and row 
of dots l., Brahmi legend agimitasa below 
(BMC, pl XX, 5) 


1150. AE 


Obv: As 1149 
Rev: As 1149 but with clear legend 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


1151. AE, 1.63g, 11mm 


Obv: Bull to left, nandipada above 
Rev: As previous 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen) 


Ašvaghosa 

1152. AE, 6.75g, 20mm 

Bull to right, crescent above 

v: Вайса tree, S-line, fish-like symbol and ‘eye! 
symbol on right, Brahmi legend (ай) одага 


below 
(BMC, pl. XX, 6) 


1153. 


Obv: As 1152 
Rev: As 1152 but with first part of legend visible 
(Courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 


Brhaspatimitra П 
1154. AE, 3.0g, 14mm 


v: Bull to right., Indradhroja on right 

Rev: Railed tree, ‚Ujjain symbol! on left and wavy 
line on right, Brahmi legend bahasatamitasa 

below 

(BMG, pl. XX, 3, bill-on-railing before bull) 


1155. AE, 7.22g 


au vk eA? 
ba ha sa tl ri tasa 


jain symbol’ above, hill-on- 


railing on right 
Rev. Railed tree, wavy line on right, ‚Ujjain symbol" 
above railed Indradlngja on left, Brahmi legend 


(baha)satamitasa below 


(BMG, pl XX, 3/ courtesy Classical Nuu 
Gallery auction 20816) TUNE 


1156. AE 6.1g, 18mm 


Obv: As 1155 countermarked with nandipada sy 
Rev: As 1155 ndipada symbol 


Gomitra 
1157. AE, ca. 3g, 15mm 


Obv: Bull to right, railed tree on right, Brihmi 
gomitasa 

Rev: Blank 
(BMC, pLXXV, 9/ JNSI 1980, р2/ 
photo courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


Jyeshtamitra. 
1158. AE, 1g, 12xl0mm 


Obv: Elephant to left, ‘Ujjain symbol above 

Rev: Railed tree, Brahmi legend jethamitasa 
(О.Р... Srivastava 2000-1, pl III, 7-8/ 
courtesy B.P.Verma) 


1159. AE, 5.96g, 17mm 


Lion to right 
Brahmi legend jethamita(ca), swastika and 
taurine below 
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1160. AE, 5.62g, 15mm 


lephant to right, "Ujjain symbol" above 
Bull to left, Brihmi legend jethamitasa above 


1161. AE, 5.49g, 18mm 


Obv: Horse to left, Ujjain symbol above 

Rev: Standing human figure, railed tree on left, 
Brahmi legend jethamitasa on right 
(Courtesy Ranjan Yadav collection) 


Parvata 
1162. AE 


Oby: Bull to right 

Rev: Railed tree, three-arched hill left, wa 
right, Brahmi legend parata below 
(ке BMC, pl. XX, 10/ courtesy B.P. Verma) 

Prajapatimitra 

1163. AE, 6.43g, 18mm 


y line 


Obv: 
Rev: vavy line right, (Ujjain symbol" 


hmi legend (pajapatimi(tasa) 
1164. AE 6.65g, 16mm 


96 


175 


176 Ancient Indian Coins 


Ора: As 1163 but hill-on-railing on 
Rey: As previous but Ujjain symbol" visible 


Prausthamitra 


1 


AE, 3.87g, 14mm 


Bull to right, Indradbnaja on right 
= Railed tree, "Ujjain symbol’, Indradbvaja left, 
Brahimi legend pothamitasa below 


Re 


Satamitra 


1166. AE, 1.2g, 15x12mm 


ААХАЫ 


Obv: Bull to right, ,Ujjain symbol" above 

Rev: Railed tree, nandipada on left, Ujjain symbol’ 
on right, Brahmi legend éatamitasa 
(D.Handa+M.K.Gupta 2005-6:42,n02/ 
courtesy B.P. Verma) 


Sarpamitra 


1167. AE, 6.59g, 19mm 


Obv: Bull to right, 'Ujjain symbol! above 
Rev: Railed tree, Indradbuaja on left, Brahmi 
Legend sapamitasa below 


Varunamitra 


1168. AE, 0.80g, 10mm 


íl a 
=< 
> 
= 
A 
ю 


Obv: Bull to right, mandipada above 
Rev: Railed tree, wavy line and straight line on left, 
Brahmi legend sarunamita(ca) 


-————-——-0000000.—...... 


Post-Kusana Die-struck Type 
(ca. 200-300 CE) 


Archacological evidence indicates that Dhanadeva and 
Nava were the carliest post-Kusápa rulers of 
Kauśāmbi, followed by the Magha kings. The dics of 
their coins are much bigger than the flans and so none 
of Magha coins depict the full design type. If 
complete, the design would show a crude bull with one 
ог two associated small symbols on the obverse, and 
on the reverse at the top а railed tree appears next to a 
three-arched hill above the ruler's name in Brahmi. 
Below the legend is a horizontally placed ladder-like 
symbol, from which a spear rises on the left and a 
hooked pole on the right. 

Hoard evidence (A.M. Shastri, 1979) makes it clear 
that Bhadramaga, Sivamagha I and II, Vaiéravana and 
Bhimavarman were chronologically close, probably 
following one another in direct succession. 
Inscriptions suggest that Bhadramagha ruled in 208 
СЕ and Bhimavarman in 266 CE, assuming these years 
correspond to Kanigka's cra.Several kings succeeded 
Bhimavarman but we do not know their exact order, 
nor how long the line of Magha kings actually ruled. 
We can conclude from historical events, however, that 
the Magha dynasty must have come to an end with 
Samudragupta's (r. 335-380 CE) conquests. 


CATALOGUE 


Neva 
1169. AE, 4.48g, 17mm 


Obv: Bull to right, trident above 
Rev: Railed tree, bow & arrow on left, crescent 
right, Brahmi legend mevasa, ‘ladder’ at bottom 


(ВМС, pl. XXI, 7) 
1170. AE, 4.40g, 18mm 


Obv: As 1169 

Rev: As 1169, flagpole (2) on right 
(BMG, pl. XXI,7, this coin, 
photo courtesy S. Bhandare) 


magha 


1171. AE, 3.16g, 15mm 


O00: 


Obv: Bull to right 

Nev: Railed tee on left, three-arched bill right, 
legend (namagha below, ladder at bottom 

1172, AE, 2.23g 


Obv: Bull right 
Rev: As 1171 but with legend part пата Је 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 19889) 


Vaigravana 


1173. AE, 2.28g, 16x13mm 


up Em 


Obv: Railed tree left and three-arched hill right, 
Brahmi legend reíranz(rasa) 
Rev: Blank 


1174. AE, 2.14g, 15mm 


GO 


Obv: As 1173 
Rev: Blank 


bx 
"nu 


à 


Bhimavarman 


1175. AE, 2.51g 


Obv: Brahmi legend bhima(vama) 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy P. Tandon, coinindia-website) 
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1176. AE 


Obv: Bull to left, wheel (?) above 
Rev: (Railed tree and hill on top?), Brahmi legend 
bhimavama, adder’ below 
(Courtesy P.Tandon, cinindia-website) 
Vijayamagha 


1177. AE, 2.60g, 16mm 


0O 


Obv: Bull to right, wheel @) above 

Rev: Railed tree and threc-arched hill on top, below 
Brahmi legend rijaya/magha) 
(O.P. Srivastava 2008-9 type B, пох3-12) 


1178. AE, 1.95g 


ce 


Obv: Brahmi legend sijaya 
Rev: Blank 
(O.PL Srivastava, 2008-9, ре A, nos.1-2) 


1179. AE, 2.0g 


ke 


Obv: Brahmi legend (ma)haraja vijaya(magha) 
Rev: Wheel in square frame 
(ОР1. Srivastava 2000-01, p.52) 


finales 


Vijayanandin 

Ajay Mitra Shastri (1977: 3-9 and 1982A: 17-25) first 
published the coins of Vijayanandin which date to the 
2nd or 3rd century CE. They were part of a large hoard 
of Magha coins and depict Nandi, the bull, seated left 
or right; different reverse varieties exist. 
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1180. АЕ, 3.5g, 15x15mm_ 


EL] 


Obv: Bull seated left, Brahmi legend Vjayanadisa 
: Blank 
(АМ. Shastri class 1, var. 1) 


1181. AE, 3.0g, 19x16mm 


Obv: As 1180 

Rev: Three-peaked hill, bottom line and vertical line 
on right 
(A. М. Shastri, class 1, var. i) 


1182. AE, 2.50g, 15х14тт 


ZEW) 


Obv: As 1180 
Rev: Bow and arrow above inverted six-peaked hill 
(А. M. Shastri, class 1, rar. iii) 


1183. AE, 3.3g, 14x14mm 


20 


Obv: As 1180 but bull seated to right 
Rev: Blank 
(A. M. Shastri, class 2, var. 1) 


1184. АЕ, 2.8g, 15x14mm 


اک 


Obv: As 1183 
Rev: Six-peaked hill 
(A. M. Shastri, class 2, var. iti) 


KULUTAS 


Only a single coin of thisPunjab (Kangra district) tribe 
was known when Allan wrote his British Museum 
catalogue in 1936 (BMC, pl. XVI, no.4). Its Brahmi 
legend rajiakulitasya virayasaya "of the Kulita 
kingVirayaéa (=Virayasas) is practically Sanskrit, 
which shows the coin is not carly; the survival of the 
Prûkril raña in Kharosthi on the reverse shows that it 
cannot be very late. A date round about A.D. 100 
seems to be indicated.” The obverse legend is arranged 
around a 12-spoked wheel with a small nandipada and 
Indradbnaja as legend markers. The reverse depicts a 
large 10-arched hill with nandipada above, swastika on 
left and srinatsa on right and additionally the Kharosthi 
letter 'ra' at the left and the Kharosthi letter ‘ia’ at the 
right. 

Marshal (1950) published eleven heat 
examples found during the Taxila excavations. Their 
stratigraphic position suggests the period of Vima 
Kadphises thus neatly confirming the chronology 
proposed by Allan for the Kulüta coins. They are 
inscribed іп the names of four rulers: Arya(mitra), 
Satyamitra, Vijayamitra and Virayaas (Handa 2007: 
39-46). All these coins are square except onc round 
type which was issued by Virayasas. 


CATALOGUE (Alphabetically arranged) 
Arya (mitra) 


Obv: Standard-on-hill on left, swastika on right, 
Indradbvaja above. Brahmi legend part уи. 
Rev: Indistinct symbols, effaced legend 
(Courtesy D. Handa 2007, pLX, no.1) 


Satyamitra 
1186. AE 


As 1185 but Brahmi leg 

= Taurine, mondyaturta, nandipadastandard, seated 
lion at the bottom, Kharosthi legend 

(а)фатйага on right 

(Courtesy D Handa 2007, М.Х, no.2) 


Vijayamitra 


1187. AE 


Obv: Similar to 1186 but Brahmi legend 
rajhakulitasya on top and vijayamitra(ya) on 
right I 

Rev: Taurine, таба, nandipada-standard; on top a 
nandyararta; Kharosthi legend 
(rariakn)litasyarijayanitasa 
(Courtesy D.Handa, І.Х, no.3) 


Virayaéas 
1188. AE 


Obv: Similar to 1187 

Rev: Indistinct devices but visible Kharosthi legend 
part (ra)iakulitasyaviraya(fasa) 
(Courtesy D.Handa, pl. X, na 5) 


1189. AE, 3.6g, 19mm 


Obv: Centrally placed chakra with Brühmi legend 
around reading rijtakulitasya virayatasya; small 
Indradbvaja and nandipada as legend markers. 


JREUIA Byway 


Rev: 10-arched hill above river line topped by 
nandipada, swastika on left and ¿rhatta on right: 
Kharosthi legend пайа below. 


(BMG pl. XVI, 4) 


KSHUDRAKAS 


Devendra Handa (2007: 47-52) did the most recent 
survey. Having discussed literary references to this 
tribe who lived northeast of the Milavas and 
apparently formed an alliance with them in their early 
history, Handa continues as “since the Kshudrakas are 
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not traceable in the subsequent centuries, itis believed 
that they were amalgamated with the Майка, 
Probably during their migration from the Punjab to 
eastern Rajasthan, which had begun during the Greek 
occupation of the Punjab and probably continued 
down to the Scythian conquest of that country. „ће 
coins of the Kshudrakas, like those of the Mudrakas 
and Kekayas, have evaded the numismatists and 
historians. 

The first coins of this tribe to have come to light 
are two small copper pieces published by Handa (2007: 

X, nos.7-8) and attributed to the 2nd century BC 
‘Their obverse depicts a railed tree surrounded by an 
incomplete Brahmi legend identified by Handa as 
kb(ujdak(d)na(m). The reverse of at least one has the 
Brahmi letter Ya’ followed by a second partly worn out 
letter which seems to be a a forming the legend jaya, 
meaning victory. Jaya is contained in leges 
of several other Indian tribes. Hand: 
indicates links to newly conquered territories in 
northeastern Rajasthan where find spots of these 
coins are located: Pandusar, 30 km southweast of 
Nohar, district Sri Ganganagar, Rajasthan. "The 
Malavas and the Sibis went further downwards and 
settled around Chittore and Nagar respectively (Handa 
2007: 50)” 


CATALOGUE 
1190. AE, Kshudrakas, 1.3g, 13mm 


PIHA 


Obv: Railed tree with Brähmi legend b(u)daki(i)nam 
around starting at 8° clock 

Rev: Brihmi Jaya 
(Courtesy Handa 2007: 49, no. Lp. X, 7) 


KUNINDAS 


"The Kunindas inhabited the fertile Pu 
at the foot of the Himalayas. Th 
and contemporaries of the Yaudhey 
Audumbaras, and like them, were apparently go 
by a kind of aristocratic oligarchy. According to Allan 
(BMC: ciii) they “occupied a narrow strip of land at the 
foot of the Siwalik hills between the Jumna and the 
Sutlej and the territory between the upper courses of 
the Beas and Sutlej.” ‘The history of this tribe runs 
parallel to that of the Yaudheyas, With the Gupta rise 
they disappeared from the political landscape; in 


Samudragupta's Allahabad inscription we no longer 
hear of them. 
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Kuninda coin finds are mainly reported from 1) 
the Kangra district of the Punjab, 2) Sunet near 
Ludhiana, 3) Jwalamukhi, Karnal and Behat near 
Saharanpur, and 4) Ambala. Several finds near the 
town of Srinagar in Garhwal suggest that some parts 
of the Kumaon hills of the lower Himalayas were also 
partof the Kuninda state. 

Pre-Kusána Amoghabhüti "Laksmi with Deer 
Types: The amaghabliti inscribed coinage is known in 
silver and copper. The silver coins seem inspired by 
Indo-Greck types suggesting a Ist century BCE date 
for the earliest of them. A number of hitherto 
unknown varieties of drachms bearing different 
obverse symbols have surfaced in recent years, mostly 
from a large hoard of about 2000 coins uncarthed in 
the Shimla district of Himachal Pradesh (S. Kumar: 
2014, p.16). There is not sufficient evidence to use the 
additional obverse symbols as chronological markers. 
They seem to have served another function not yet 
clear to us. The multitude of symbol combinations 
makes the number of varieties very large. Altogether 
the output of all Kuninda silver drachms must have 
been huge suggesting them to have been an important 
trade currency of northern India in the pre- Kugána 
period, 

Post-Kugàna Chitresvara Siva types (now listed 
under Yaudheyas): The attribution of the post- 
Kuna Siva types to the Kunindas has recently been 
doubted, Allan divided the Kuninda coinage into pre- 
Kusina and post-Kusina categories. The early silver 
and copper coins are inscribed in the name of 
amoghabhiti, referred to as the Kuginda king, In 
contrast the heavy standing Siva copper type does not 
mention the tribal name in its legend 
bhdgavatachitresvaramahatmanab, interpreted as а 
devotion to god Siva. Handa regarded this type and 
also the seated Siva type with Siva resting on Apasmana- 
purusha (A.M. Shastri 1984:24, fig 1) as Yaudheya issues. 
Shastri restored the legend on this seated Siva type as 
being identical with that on the standing Siva coins and 
believed both types to be Kuninda issues. But pointing 
to the similarities of the seated Siva type with the 
Yaudheya class 3 coppers on the basis of their crude 
workmanship, style and hoard association (BACRI 
hoard), Handa regarded the seated Siva type as a 
Yaudheya coin type, and in view of the same legend, 
the standing Siva type as well. As for the presence of 
Siva on these coins Handa secs them to fit well in a 
Yaudheya context, with Siva being the father of 
Kürtikeya who was the tutclary deity of the 
Yaudheyas. (Handa 2007: 251). I'm following Handa's 


reasoning, hence these coin types will here no longer 
belisted as Kuninda issues. 


Silver Drachms (1st century 
BCE- 1st century CE): Pre- 
Kusana Amoghabhüti Laksmi 
with Deer Type 


The 'Laksmi with deer! motif on obverse is 
surrounded by the Brihmi legend rijiiabkunindasy 
aamoghabhiitisamabdrijasya. The reverse has a symbol 
arrangement composed of a centrally placed six- 
arched hill with nandipada on top, a swastika above an 
Indradbwaja (with straight or curved base) on the left, a 
tree-in railing on the right, a wavy river line at the 
bottom and the Kharosthi legend rañakupidasaa 
moghabbutisamabarajasa around. Laksmi is decorated 
with necklace, armbands, bracelets and anklets. She 
holds a lotus flower in her upraised right hand and 
frequently she is standing on a lotus blossom. A deer 
on the left is standing towards the goddess with a 
kalata (vase) above its back and a Naga symbol or 
drivatsa between its long curved horns. In most cases 
the mint-masters added one or two and іп a few cases 
even three further obverse symbols to the basic design, 
but sometimes there is no additional obverse symbol at 
all. 

Among these additional obverse symbols one sees 
a number of hill symbol varieties (1-arched, 3-arched 
or 6-arched, either with a straight line on top, a parasol 
on top or no device at all on top), lotus varieties (full 
blossom or bud), pot varieties (vater-pot or flower- 
pot), fire-altar-like device, obelisk, sun, chakra, railed 
Jipa, Indradbvaja, swastika, nandipada, nandipada-on- 
standardand frivatsa, 

Concerning these silver drachms 1 follow the 
classification of Sanjeev Kumar (2014) who 
distinguished seven main types and different classes 
within each main type. The main types are 
distinguished according to the symbol below Laksmi's 
fect: either there is no symbol ог there is lotus, sun, 
swastika, srivatsa, chakra or nandipada, Within each class 
two varieties A and B can additionally be distinguished 
according to the base of the Indradbraja on reverse, 
cither straight or forked. 


Tettivyvurtayyte fev 


No Symbol below Laksmi's Feet 
(Kumar Type I) 


CATALOGUE 
1191. AR, 2.06g, 17mm. 


Obv: Deer to right towards Laksmi who is holding 
lotus in her upraised right; square vase above 
the deer, jrinatia between its horns; Brihmi 
legend around reading 
nilabknpimdaryaamogbabbalipamalanjjapa. 

Rev: Six-arched hill with nandipada on top, river line 
below; swastika and forked айша on left, 
railed tree on right; Kharosthi legend 
rattakupidasaamoghabbutisamabanapasa 


Perky 709 АРУ 
(Kumar type |, class 1B) 


1192. AR, 2.29g, 17mm 


Obv: As 1191, cruder style 
Rev: As 1191, Indradbvaja with straight base 


1193. AR, 2.24g, 19mm 


Obv: Sun with 10 dots behind deer 
Rev: As 1191 


(Kumar type |, class 2B) 
1194. 


Obv: Sun with 16 dots behind deer 
Rev: As 1191 
(Kumar, type |, 3B/ courtesy Sbirlee cllet.962B) 
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Obv: Sun with 10 dois behind deer and kalash in 
bctwecn deity and deer 

Rev: As 1191 
(Courtesy Anantha Padmanabhan Raghuraman) 


1196. 


Obv: Sun with 18 dots behind deer and ka 
between di 

Rev: As 1191 
(Kumar, type 1, 4B / courtesy Nhirlce Collection 961B) 


sh in 


Obv: Sun above deer 


above tree 


(Kumar, type 1, 5B] courtesy Shine Collectction 
9678) 


1198. AR, 2.15g, 18mm 


Obv: "Threc-arched hill below deer 
Rev: As 1191 
(Kumar bpe I, dass 7A) 


1199. AR 


Obv: Threc-arched hill below deer and kalash in 
between deity and deer 
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z As1191 
(Kumar, type 1, 8A/ courtesy Shivlee Collection 


945A) 
1200. AR 2.17g, 18mm 


Obv: Three-arched hill and parasol below the deer 
Rev: As 1191 
(S. Kumar typeI, dass 9A) 


1201. AR 


Obv: Six-arched hill below the deer 
Rev: As 1191 
(5. Kumar, type 1, lass 20A) 


1202. AR, 2.19g, 18mm 


Obv: Railed yupa below deer 


Rev: As 1191 
(S. Kumar, type 1, class 17A) 
1203. AR 


Obr: Railed yupa (four compartments) 
Rev: As 1191 


(9. Kumar bpe |, class 19) 


Obv: Srivatsa below the deer 
Rev: As 1191 
(Kumar type 1, class 21A/ Lingen collection) 


1205. 


Obv: 'Fire-alta below the deer 
Rev: As 1191 
(Kumar, type 1,13B/ courtesy Pankaj Tandon) 


Obv: 'Fire-altar' below deer and mandipada in 
between the deity and deer 

Rev: As 1191 
(Kumar, уре 1, dass 15/ courtesy Todywalla 
Auction 348817, reverse image not atailable) 


Ом: 'Fire-altar’ below and 'Lotus' behind the deer 
Rev: As 1191 


(Kumar, type І, class 16/ courtesy Jan Lingen) 


Obv: 


‘Fire-altar’ below the deer and kalash in 
between the deity and deer, nandipada behind 
the deer 

Rev: As 1191 

(Kumar, уре |, class 14A/ courtesy $. Kumar) 


1209. AR 


Obv: Nandipada behind and kalash before the deer 
Rev: As 1191 


(Kumar, pe |, class - compare class 14) 
1210. 


nandipada behind the deer 
Rev: As 1991 but with lotus above the railed tree on 
reverse. 


(Kumar, type 1, dass 12A) 
1211. 


Obv: Kalasha before, three-arched-hill below and 
conch behind the deer 
Rev: As 1191 
(Kumar, ype 1, 10B/ courtesy Shirlee Collection 
9518) 
Lakşmî Standing on Lotus 
(Kumar Type II) 


CATALOGUE 
1212. AR 


Obv: Laksmi standing on lotus 
Rev: As 1211 
(Kumar ype I, 1A/ courtesy Shiole collect. 970A) 
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Obv: Three-arched-hill, parasol below the deer 
Rev: As 1211 


(Kumar, ype Il, class 5 / courtesy Classical 
Numiatie Group 1028712) 


1214. 


Obv: Three-arched-hill without parasol 
Rev: As 1211 
(Kumar, ype I, class.) 


1215. AR, 2.22g 


Obv: Sun below deer 
Rev: As 1211 
(Kumar, ppe I, dass 2) 


1216. 


LES 


Obv: Swastika between the deity and deer 
Rev: As 1211 
(Kumar ppe Il, 3A / courtesy Alex Fishman) 


1217. 
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Obv: Swastika below and three-arched-bill in 
between the deity and the deer 

Rev: As 1211 
(Kumar, pype Il, 4B [courtesy Shivlee coll 975, 
war. B) 


1218. 


Obv: Obelisk in between the deity and deer 
Rev: As 1211 
(Kumar, ype Il, 6A / courtesy S. Kumar) 


Lakgmi Standing on Sun 
(Kumar type III) 


CATALOGUE 
1219. AR, 221g 


Obv: Laksmi is standing on eight-dotted-sun. 
Rev: As 1211 


(Kumar, type Ш, class 1B) 


Obv: Sun is a circle with dots 
Rev: As 1211 


(Kumar, type Ш, 4B /courtesy Shivlee collet, 983B) 
1221. AR 


Obv: Eighteen-dotted-sun 
Rev: As 1211 


(Kamar, bpe Ш, 5B/ courtesy $Ыне collet. 9778) 


1222. AR, 2.10g, 18mm 


Obv: Swastika below the deer and nandipada in 
between the deity and deer 

Rev: As 1211 
(Kumar, type Ill, class 3B) 


1223. AR. 


Obv: Kalasha between the deity and deer, three- 
arched-hill with parasol below the deer 

Rev: As 1211 
(Kumar, ype Ш, 6B / courtesy Shivlee collect. 979B) 


Laksmi Standing on Swastika 
(Kumar type IV) 


CATALOGUE 


: Lakgmi standing on swastika 
As 1211 


(Kumar уре IV, clas 1B) 


Obv: As 1224 
Rev: Additional Srinetsa 
(Kumar, type 1V2B/ courtesy Jan Lingen) 


1226. 


Obv: One-arched-bill with parasol below deer 
Rev: 1211 


(Kumar, уре 1V3B /courtesyShivlee collect. 989B) 


Laksmi Standing on érivatsa 
(Kumar type V) 
CATALOGUE 


1227. AR 


Obv: Laksmi standing on Srivatsa 
Rev: As 1211 but with additional lotus 
(Kumar type V1B / courtesyShivlee collect. 942B) 


1228. 


Obv: As 1227 
Rev: As 1211 but with four-branched tree 
(Kumar, type V4B/ courtesy Shivlee collect. 9348) 


1229. AR, 221g. 


Obv: Flower pot between the deity and deer 
Rev: As 1211 
(Kumar, pe V, dass 2B) 


1230. AR 
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Flower pot between the deity and deer 
Rev: As 1211 but with additional pata 
(Kumar, type VIB / courtesy Shiele collect. 992B) 


Obv: 


hill (one arch) below and indradharaja in 
between the deity and deer 

Rev: As 1211 

(Kumar, ype VSB courtesy Shinke collect. 9351) 


1232. 


Laksmi on srivatsa and sun 
As 1211 
(Courtesy Anantha Padmanabhan Raghuraman) 


Laksmi Standing on Chakra 
(Kumar Type VI) 


CATALOGUE 
1233. AR. 


Laksmi standing on chakra 
Rev: As 1211 
(Kumar, type VI, class B1) 


Laksmi Standing on Nandipada 
(Kumar Type УП) 


CATALOGUE 
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Obv: Laksmi standing on nandipada 


Rev: As 1211 Є 
(Китап, ppe VIL, dass 1 courtesy Todywalla25#3) 


Obv: Indradigja between the deity and deer 


Rev: As 1211 
(Kumar, type VII2B / courtesy Sbivlee collect. 998B) 


1236. AR 


As 1211 but with additional ша 
(Kumar, бре VIL3B) 


1237, AR 


Obv: Laksmi standing on nandipada 
Rev: As 1211 but with additional bata 
(Kumar type VILAB / courtesy Shivlee collet, 936B) 


Obv: Two lines below the deer 
Rev: As 1211 
(Kumar буре VII, SB / courtesy Shivlee collect. 999B) 


0000000... 
Copper Coins 
The copper coins follow the design of the silver coins 


with the reverse legend replaced by a border of dots. 
Cunningham mentioned Amoghabhüti type copper 


specimens with a reverse legend but Allan had no such 
pieces available when he catalogued the British 
Museum collection. Allan translated the legend as 'of 
king Amoghabhati, the Kuninda king! Vincent Smith 
(IMG: 161) read the coin legend as ‘of Mabiraja 
Amoghabhüti, Raja of the Kunindas. Other scholars 
have interpreted the name Amoghabhüti as a title of 
the chief of the tribal assembly and proposed, that not 
only the Amoghabhüti copper but the silver coinage as 
well, had been issued overa substantially longer period 
than just the lifetime of one person 


Laksmi and Deer Type 
CATALOGUE 
1239. AE, 3.75g, 21mm 


E 


Obv: Deer standing to right towards Laksmi; 
vase above the deer; Brühmi legend 
rijitabkupindasyaamoghabbitisyamabardjasya. 

Rev: Six-arched-hill topped by nandipada, railed tree 
on right, swastika and indradbogja on left, wavy 
line below, dotted border around, 

(МАС 4451; photo courtesy ShailendraBhandare) 


1240. AE, 5.64g, 22mm 


juare 


Obv: As 1239 with only parts of legend 
Rev: As 1239 
(BMG, pl XXII, 10-12; MACW 4451) 


1241. AE, 2.46g, 17mm 


Obv: As 1240 
Rey: As 1239 


1242. AE, 2.82g, 17mm 


Obv: As 1240 
Rev: Symbols change place 


1243. AE, 2.12g, 17mm 


Obv: As 1240 
Rev: As 1242 but 11-arched hill 


Laksmi on left 
CATALOGUE 
1244. AE, 2.05g, 16mm 


Obv: As 1240 but Laksmi on left 
Rev: As 1242 


1245. AE, restruck (?) 


Obv: Possibly restruck 
Rev: Possibly restruck 
(Courtesy Akshay Jain collection) 


Obverse Legend Only 
CATALOGUE 
1246. AE 
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Obv: Retrograde Brahmi legend possibly intended 
as kunidasa but with misshaped characters 
Rev: The usual reverse design 
(Courtesy Jee Francis Therattil) 


————0000000-..————- 


Disputed Heavy Amoghabhati 
Coppers with Kharosthi Reverse 
Legend prajapatiakhyasa 


L.C. Gupta (1983) published a new group of 
Amophabhüti type copper and brass coins from 
Ambala in Haryana with the usual designs and clearly 
identifiable inscriptions on both sides. The most 
remarkable feature of these coins is the Kharosthi 
reverse legend which Gupta read as rañakunindas 
aprafapatiaklyasamaharaja the obverse bears the 
conventional Amoghabhüti legend in Brahmi. Other 
specimens of that group have no reverse inscription, 
but the new Brihmi obverse legend тайгата 
‘mabérijasa is placed in two horizontal lines above the 
Laksmi and deer obverse design. Gupta argues that 
prajipatiakbyasya is the real name of the Kuninda ruler 
and Amoghabhiti only а title, Recently Devendra 
Handa (2007:63-4) contested the authenticity of these 
new types. He finds the alloy of these coins suspect, 
and the letters of the legend are too perfectly executed 
Moreover he sees linguistic problems with the legend. 
His strongest argument against these coins is the 
contradiction between their Ist century BCE script 
style, and the fact that they “are based on Kushina 
module.” The concerned pieces weigh about 10g, 
unusually heavy for the Amoghabhüti coppers, but 
corresponding roughly to the heavy brabmayyadevasyr 
inscribed Kárttikcya/ Shashthi and Karttikeya/ deer 
types of the Yaudheyas. If genuine their date would 
roughly correspond to that of the latter. 


CATALOGUE 
1247. AE, 7.90g 


Obv: Laksmi and deer type with the usual Brühmi 
legend around 

Rev: Usual reverse type but Kharosthi legend 
around 
(Courtesy Akshay Jain collection) 
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MAHADEVA TYPE COINS 


Scholars have published conflicting opinions about 
this series of Indo-Greek inspired elephant/ bull type 
silver drachms. The Brahmi obverse legend had been 
read as bhdgavatamahddevasardjaraja with а 
corresponding reverse legend in Kharosthi. and the 
controversy concerns the meaning of the word 
mabideva. 

Allan (BMC, lxxii interpreted mahddera as а regal 
title, PL. Gupta (1969: 36) saw itin a dedicative way; he 
thought that тайа, ie, the great god Siva, had ruled 
the respective coin issuing community. Dasgupta 
(1974: 49) believed it to be the personal name of the 
tribal chief, regarded as a personification of Siva. 

Most scholars thought of the ‘Mahadeva’ silver 
drachms as Audumbara issues, based on a square 
Audumbara copper type with the fragmentary legend 
‘mabadevasarahaodubarisa. Some derived from this 
legend the questionable existence of an Audumbara 
king named Mahadeva. Others like Bela Lahiri (1974: 
221) and PL. Gupta, preferred a Vemaka attribution by 
emphasizing the iconography which is concurrent 
with the Vemaka silver drachms. Handa (2007: 231) 
disagreed arguing that all Vemaka coins bear the tribal 
name and that the Vemaka kings also used the 
victorious epithet sjiayaka on their coins. 

On some ‘Mahadeva’ coins from the Palampur 
hoard, Handa shows the legend part in the exergue to 
be rijandjta and not just rijarzja. On some specimens 
with clear vowel marks Handa found mahádena instead 
of mabidena, interpreting mibddewa as a devotee of 
Mahadeva Siva, Referring to the Indo-Greek example 
Handa proposed to expect the ruler's name to be 
placed in the exergue, which would give the complete 
legend bhdgavatamahddevarijardjia the following 
meaning: Rajarijan, the pious devotee of Siva. Apart 
from the legend the coin images as well are an explicit 
statement of the issuer's commitment to Saivism. The 
celator not only copied the Indo-Greek elephant/ bull 
type, but transformed it and put it into an Indian 
context masterly combining artistry and symbology. 
Whereas Siva's mount Nandi occupies the reverse, the 
god's trident-battleaxe is placed on the obverse in front 
of the elephant. The elephant, representative animal 
of India par excellence, holding a parasol in the upraised 
trunk, is saluting and paying homage to Siva who is 
symbolized by the trident-battleaxe. 


CATALOGUE 
1248. AR, drachm, 2.19g, 17mm 


Obv: Elephant on bottom line to left, parasol in 
uplifted trunk, trident-axe on left, Brahmi 
legend bhdgavatamahidevasarajaraja 

Rev: Bull to right on wavy bottom line, dotted lotus 
bud on right, Kharosthi legend 

matamabadevasaarajarajfia. 
(MACW 4436; BMG, pl. XIV, 16; 
Handa 2007, type I, var.A, pl. LXXV, 9) 


1249. AR, drachm 


Obv: As 1248 
Rev: As 1248 but different lotus 
(Courtesy PrateekUpadbyay) 


1250. AR, drachm 


Obv: Similar to 1248 

Rev: Similar to 1248 but swastika above bull 
(Handa 2007, бре 1, rar.B, pl. LXXIV, 3, 
this coin] courtesy Jan Lingen collection) 


1251. AR, drachm 


Obv: As previous but elephant to right and 
Brahmi плйапўйа in cxergue 

Rev: Bull right, legend around, lotus on right 
(Handa 2007, bype П, тат. A, pl. LXXIV, 9) 


1252, AR, drachm, 2.23g 


Obv: As 1251 

Rey: As 1251 but different lotus 
(Courtesy CNG, Triton auction VIII, 672] 
Handa 2007, type П, rar. A, pl. LXXIV, 8) 


1253. AR, drachm 


Obv: As 1252 but elephant to left 

Rev: As 1252 but bull to left, lotus and swastika left 
of the bull, nandipada above the bull 
(Handa 2007, type IV} Courtesy Jeerandep Singh) 


THE MALAVAS 


Some ancient tribes of Rajasthan, such as the Sibis, 
Uddehikas and Arjunayanas, issued coins that are 
extremely rare. Coins of the Milavas are more 
frequently encountered. Malava and Naga coins are 
similar in typology, size, and weight, and have been 
found together (B. Lahiri 1974:267). 

In the early 1870s A.C.L. Carlleyle found about 
6000 small Málava copper coins in the remains of an 
ancient city. The find spot was Nagar or Karkota 
Nagar in Jaipur, south of Tonk and north of Bundi. 
The Malava coins occurred “in some places lying as 
thick as shells on the sea-shore" (V.A. Smith, 1906: 
162). Most of Carllelye's coins were poorly preserved; 
unfortunately, from the good ones 400 were stolen and 
never reappeared (K.K. Dasgupta 1974: 109). 

Tris astonishing that apart from this large find only 
few Malava coins have surfaced. The British Museum 
had no such coins in its collection until in 1935 six 
Malava coins were presented by Т.В. Horwood. A few 
hundred Malava coins together with a seal of the 2nd 
century BCE bearing the legend Malavyianapadara were 
found near Nagar at Raith in Jaipur (JNSJ, vol.111:47).- 
These finds suggest that the Malava people settled in 
eastern Rajasthan with a probable centre at Nagar. 
Literary evidence suggests that originally they had 
settled in the Punjab (K.K. Dasgupta 1974: 110-115; 
D. Handa 2007: 74-76). 
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Like other Punjab tribes, they were forced to 
migrate to the less fertile lands of Rajasthan by the 
forcign invaders of north-western India beginning in 
the 2nd century ВСЕ. No Punjab finds of Malava 
coins have been reported with certainty, although 
Handa (2007: 76) recently claimed to have identified 
some tiny copper pieces from the Sangrur district as 
Malava Punjab coins. 

From its base in castern Rajasthan the tribe 
expanded to southern Rajasthan and northern Madhya 
Pradesh where they came into conflict with the 
Ksatrapa rulers. According to inscriptional evidence 
Nahapina stopped the southern expansion of the 
Milavas. It is probable that after this defeat the 
Milavas retreated to northern Rajasthan where they 
acknowledged the overlordship of the Western 
Ksatrapas. During the 2nd century CE they regained 
their independence and in the 3rd century they reached 
the zenith of their power with territories comprising 
parts of eastern and southern Rajasthan. The impact 
of the Milavas on north-western Madhya Pradesh is 
reflected in the fact that the region of Malwa was 
probably named afier them. 

Dates as early as 250 BCE have been discussed for 
the earliest Malava coins by Carlleyle and 
Cunningham, while Smith (JMC: 162) agreed with 
Rapson who proposed 150 BCE. Allan (BMC: cvi) 
disagreed and proposed a 2nd to early 4th century CE 
date. "lam unwilling to put any of the few coins I have 
seen much earlier. The Brahmi characters may be 
described as early Gupta.” As the independence of the 
Milava was terminated at latest by Chandragupta 11 
Allan's chronology for these coins fits well into the free 
period from the end of the Kusána occupation until 
the beginning of the Gupta occupation. 

But not all characters on the Milava coins can 
uniformly be assigned to this period. It seems to be 
probable that the first Malava coins were issued in the 
pre-Kusina era during the Ist century BCE as also 
evidenced by associations such as an carly seal from 
Raich. Bela Lahiri (1974: 268) points to the fact that 
some of the Milava coin legends are in Prikrit but 
others in Sanskrit: “Coins with Prikrit legends are 
undoubtedly earlier than those with Sanskrit legends. 
Аад as Sanskrit began to appear in inscriptions about 
the beginning of the Christian era and asserted itself 
by the second century AD coins with Prikri 
may be placed about the first century BC." 

Some Mêlava coins bear parts of the tribal name 
"málarinámjayol! or ‘mélaraganasyajaya)’, the latter 
restored from several partially inscribed specimens by 
B. Lahiri. Others have short curious legends such as 
mabaya, jamaku, дојава, majupa, yama, magajasa etc. Some 
scholars, such as V. Smith (IMC: 163), proposed the 
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short curious legends to be names of rulers, but Allan 
(BMC: суй) observed that nowhere on these coins do 
the alleged personal names show the expected genitive 
ending; rather they are distortions or contractions of 
the tribal name, Handa (2007: 86-87) discussed the 


matter afresh, but did not reach a final conclusion. He 
natie legends 


thinks it most probable that these eni 
might represent elected chiefs of the tribe. 
Milava coins are small, mostly circular or 


down to tiny pieces of 0.1 The obvi 
l sometimes associated with a small symbol such 
tree or hill. The reverse depicts a device, typically а 
vase, lion, bull, elephant, or peacock, But occasionally 
solar, hill, or “Ujjain” symbols are used, or even a crude 
representation of the king's head. K.K. Dasgupta 
(1974: 109-139) provided a very useful classification of 
the Milava coins. Handa's recent survey (2007: 74-92) 


basically builds on it 
CATALOGUE 
1254. AE 


hmi legend (mni)landnimjayah 
Parts of the same legend (restruck coin) 
(Courtesy unknown owner, seen in trade) 


1255. AE 


Obv: Trident, chakra on left, Brahmi 'wa' right 
Rev: Blank 
(MACW 4771) 


1256. AE 


Obv: Brahmi letters jaya 
Rev: Indinstinct. 
(Courtesy Handa 2007, pl. XXIII, 2) 


1257. AE, 1.5g 


Ob: Brahmi jayamilanindm in two lines with railed 
tree on top between the legend part jaya 
Rev: Nandipada and Indradbnaja 
(Handa 2007, pl. XXIII, 4/ Photo courtesy 
Gantam Jantakal) 


1258. 


Similar to 1257 
Similar to 1257 
(Courtesy Handa 2007, pl. XXIII, 5) 


1259. AE 


Obv: Brihmi legend jaya 
Rev: Railed tree and sun symbol on top, Brahmi 
legend mélarvindw below 
(Conrtesy Handa 2007, pl. XXIII, 8) 


Obv: Brühmi legend in 2 lines méland / bnajaya 
Rev: Recumbent bull to left (2) 
(Courtesy Handa 2007, pl. XXIII, 14) 


MATHURA 
Local kings of Mathura 


Mathura on the right bank of the Jamuni river was the 
capital of the Saurasena kingdom. According to 
literary evidence the Indo-Greeks occupied Mathura 
after the decline of Mauryan power, but this 
‘occupation was short-lived. During the 2nd century 
BCE а dynasty of local kings arose which left a 


remarkable series of die-s 


were of the general typ 
elephants with riders? 


truck copper coins; these 
€ ‘standing Laksmi/three 


nd coins ВМС, pl. 
Г a Gomitra from on 
inningham (CAI: 88) 
2 & 13:10) attributed 
ity пате nirinóy and 
ar in UP. Allan's coins 
с round uniface copper 
before a railed tree with 
vc. Bajpai seems to be 
п typological grounds to 
in the name of Gomitra, 
Gomitra Il, have all the 
the regular Mathuri coin 


at is their proper 


The local Hindu coins of Mathura were issued in 
the names of 13 kings; six of them ending with —mitra, 
six others ending with — data, and the last named 
Balabhiti: Brahmamitra, Dadhamitra, Gomitra, 
Satamitra, Süryamitra, Visnumitra, Bhavadatta, 
Kamadatta, Purushadatta, Ramadatta, Seshadatta, 
Uttamadatta and Balabhüti. Three of them are also 
known from Mathura inscriptions: Gomitra reigned in 
the late 2nd century BCE; Visnumitra, son of 
Dharmamitra, has been dated to the Ist century BCE 
by N.G. Majumdar (IHQ Il: 445); and finally, 
Süryamitra has been ascribed to the late 2nd century 
BCE (B. Lahiri 1974: 153-54). 


Mitra Kings of Mathura 


Allan regarded Gomitra as the earliest ruler of 
Mathura because this king issued square and round 
coins. Moreover, the early attribution for Gomitra late 
2nd century BCE) is supported by the fact that on his 
specimens the three-elephant reverse design is very 
clear and of exceptionally good style in contrast to 
later issues which are usually crude and hardly 
recognizable, Inscriptional and typological evidence 
indicates that the-mitra kings preceeded the-datla kings 
at Mathura. 

The main coin type of the Mathura kings shows a 
female deity, probably Laksmi, standing facing holding 
a lotus flower. The obverse symbols surrounding, 
Laksmi consist of a characteristically shaped tree on 
the left, “Ujjain” and frinatia-like symbols on the right, 
and a river symbol with fishes below. The peculiar tree 
without railing was used by all the local kings of 
Mathura and by all. ‘Saka Satraps who followed with the 
exception of Rajuvula. This underscores the local 


correct in attributing them o; 
Кашаты. The other coins 
which Allan attributed to a 
characteristic features of u 


types. There can be no doubt th; 
attribution. 
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importance of the 'Mathura tree symbol, also known 
Ee n series of Mauryan punch-marked coins, 

e^ 


ges vin symbol” appears only on the issues of the 


Gomitra 
CATALOGUE 


1261. AE, 7.12g, 19mm. 


Obv: Standing Laksmi holding lotus in uplifted 
right, river below, tree on left, 'Ujjain symbol" 
and fritatsa on right, Brahmi legend Gonitasa 

Rev: ‘Three facing elephants with riders 
(MIGIS na, 982; 
photo courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


1262. AE, 6.48g, 18mm 


Similar to 1261 
Rev: Similar to 1261 but cruder 
(BMV, pl. XXV, 1) 


1263. AE, 5.37g, 18mm 


BH 


= Standing Laksmi with uplifted left arm, 

Brühmi legend gomifasa on left, 'Ujjain symbol" 
and ¿uta on tight 

Rev: Threc- 
(BMG pl 


Obv: Railed tree above "Ujjain symbol, standing 
Laksmi on left, Brahmi legend gomifasa on right 
{all in square incuse) 

Rev: Indistinct 
(Мане 1975, 9820) 
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Brahmamitra 


CATALOGUE 
1265. Al 


Obv: Laksmi, Ujjain symbol and .frina/sa on right, 
tree on left, Brahmi legend brabmamitrasa 
(BMG, pl. XXV, 14/ courtesy Todywalla 52818) 


Dadhamitra 
CATALOGUE 
1266. AE, 3.30g, 14mm 
b = p 
a ооо 


v As 1265 but legend Dadbamitasa 
hrec-clephants design 
(ВМС, pl. ХЫП, 16) 


Visnumitra 
CATALOGUE 
1267. AE, 5.32g, 16mm 


gon 


Obv: As 1266 but legend riumitrasa 
Rev : Three-clephants design 
(BMG, pL XXV, 15-16) 


Süryamitra 
CATALOGUE 
1268. AE, 7.58g, 19mm 


dew hy 


Obv: As previous but legend suyamitasa 
Rev: Three-clephants design à 
(MACW 4500; BMC, pLXXV, 17-21) 


————-0000000. 


Datta Kings of Mathura 


Apart from minor variations, the coins of the Mitra 
and Datta families form a long running series that 
seems to end with Balabhüti. In contrast to the Mitras, 
the Dattas at some point introduced the royal tide on 
their coins. Perhaps Datta rulers like Rámadatta and 
Purushadatta, who didn't use the royal title, were the 
earliest of the Datta linc (B. Lahiri, 1974: 156). 

"The “Ujjain symbol" appears only on the issues of 
the Mitra kings whereas on the coins of the Datta 
kings it is replaced by a symbol that looks like the 
Brihmiletter ía. 


CATALOGUE 


Ramadatta 


1269. AE, 7.39g 


Obv: As 1268 but 'sha’ shaped symbol and crude 
frivatsa right of deity, legend rimadatasa 
Rev: Three-elephants-design 
(BMG, pl. XXIV. 5-8/ courtesy Girish Sharma) 


1270. AE, 5.80g 


Obv: As 1269 but legend in incused square 
Rev: Three-elephants-design 
(BMC pl. XXIV 12/ courtesy Classical 
Numismatic Gallery auction 94358) 


Purugadatta 
1271. AE, 6.09g, 19mm 


Obv: As 1270 but legend purusadatasa 
Rev: Three-elephants-design 

(МАС 4503; 

Photo courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


Bhavadatta 


1272. AE, 3.21g 


Obv: Brahmi legend Bhavadatasa, crudely 
standing Laksmi, ‘shu’ 
Rev : Elephant to left 
(Conrte ClassicalNimismaticGalery 2588) 
The coins of Urtamadatta and Bhavadattadifer from 


the usual reverse type in that they are having an 
elephant standing to right or left 


depicted 
shaped symbol on left 


Uttamadatta. 


1273. AE, 3.30g, 14mm 


PD 


Obv: Standing Laksmi, tree on left, ‘sha’ symbol on 
right, Brahmi legend Utamadatasa 

Rev: Elephant to right 
(BMG, pl. XXIV, 16) 


Seshadatta 


1274, AE, 
E 


za 


1 


Obv: Standing Laksmî, tree оп left, three-dots above 
uncertain device on right, Brahmi legend 
RajriaSeshadatasa. 

Rev: Three-clephant design 
(Mitchiner 1976, 992) 


Kamadatta 
1275. AE, , ca.6.5g 


Obv: As 1274 with additional bull at right and 
legend rajiakamadatasa 

Rev: Three-clephants-design 
(BMG pL XXIV, 18) 
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Other Rulers 

CATALOGUE 

Apalata 

1276. AE 


Ob»: Standing Laksmi, tree on right, Brahmi legend 
...apalalasa (mabarajasa) 

Rev: Image not available 
(MACW 4491/ Courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 


Balabhüti 
CATALOGUE 
1277. AE 


(sala 


Obs: Laksmi, tree on left, legend rajiabalabbatisa. 
Rev: Threc-clephants-design 
(ВМС, pLXXV, 22-24/ courtesy Amit Rai Jain) 


Rulers of Uncertain Mathura Attribution 


A die-struck coin type of Jyeshthadatta of standing 
male/standing Laksmi type (BMC: pl. XLV, coin 10) 
has been listed above under Ayodhya; that attribution 
is tentative and was done because a king of that name 
had issued an Ayodhya cast type. Likewise uncertain is 
the attribution of another copper type to Mathura: it 
bears an unusual legend citing the name of 
Jyeshthabhiti in Bráhmi together with that of 
Jetamitra in Kharosthi. 


Jyeshthabhüti and Jetamitra 
CATALOGUE 
1278. AE 


Obv: Female deity, 12-5? Brahmi legend Jetablatisa, 
11-6° Kharosthi legend Jetamitasa 
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Rev: Indistinct 
PP. (Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 5#309) 


-—0000000-—————- 
The Saka Rulers of Mathura 


‘The Saka occupation ended the rule of the local 
Mathura kings at the beginning of the Ist century CE. 
Saka rulers issued their own coins at Mathuri and 
inscribed their name on them together with the title 
Agatrapa or mabaksatrapa. Rajuvula is mentioned in the 
inscription on the Mathura Lion Capital and in an 
inscription from Mori (BMC: cxiii) The Amohini 
votive tablet inscription of Rajuvula's son Sodisa 
depicts the year 72, most probably referring to the 
Azes era beginning 58/7 BCE; this would make year 72 
equivalent to 15 CE (B. Lahiri 1974: 161). The coins of 
Rajuvula and Sodisa form a group of their own, 
different from the issues of Hagina, Hagimisha, 
Sivadatta and Sivaghosha, who appear to be later than 
Rajuvula and Sodasa. 


Rajuvula 
Rajuvula's silver/billon drachms 


Rajuvula had already achieved power in the eastern 
Punjab before conquering Mathura. This explains why 
from the very beginning all his Mathura coins name 
him as mahdksatrapa. Rajuvula's coins can be classified 
їп three groups according to the prototypes they 
imitate. His base silver drachms follow the late eastern 
Punjab Indo-Greek silver drachms of the Pallas 
Athena type with a Greek legend around the king's 
bust. The Kharosthi reverse legend reads ¿zna 
asaapratibatacakrasa (one whose chakra is irresistible) 
rjuvulasa. According to Allan (BMC: cxiv) Rajuvula's 
epithet is not found elsewhere but Gondophares uses 
the related epithet apratilata. Find spots of Rájuvula's 
drachms range from the eastern Punjab and western 
UP, from Hazara to the Akhnoor-Jammu arca. 
Frequently they are found in association with late 
Strato drachms (R.C. Senior 2001, vol.1: 100 and 187). 


CATALOGUE 
1279. AR, 2.34g, 15mm 


Obv: Diademed bust of king to right 
Greek legend around PE 


Rey: Athena Alkidemos standing to leftwith shield 
in outstretched right, thunderbolt in left, 
Kharosthi legend 
Asatrapasaapratibatacakrasarajuvnlasa 
(BMG, p XXVI, 7-11; MIGIS,902) 


1280. BILLON, 2.37g, 12mm 


Obv: As 1279 
Rev: As 1279 but with different monograms 


Rajuvula's Lion/Herakles Lead Type 


A second group of Rajuvula’s coins is of lead and 
depicts a standing Herakles on the obverse and а lion 
оп the reverse. They have shortened bilingual 
inscriptions. If complete the Kharosthi reverse legend 
would read mabäksatrapasaapraticakrasarajulasa. These 
lead coins have been found in the Punjab and from 
Sirkap in Taxila (R.C.Senior 2001, vol 1:202 referring 
to J. Marshall 1951 


CATALOGUE 
1281. LEAD, 7.73g, 15mm 


Obv: Lion to right, branch above, corrupt Gre 

Rev: Standing Herakles with club and lion's skin, 
swastika and crescent., traces of Kharosthi 
legend (BMC, pLXLIII,22; MIGIS, 9052) 


Rajuvula's Abhiseka-Laksmi Type 


‘The rarest issues of Rajuvula are directly inspired by 
the local Mathuri coins. They are known in copperand 
lead and show the Brahmi legend mahiksutrypa 
затјнніаа. They depict the standing goddess Laksmi 
surrounded by symbols. The local "three elephants’ 


device is substituted for an abbiseka-Laksmi reverse 
design 


CATALOGUE 
1282. AE, 5.90g 


Obv: Standing Laksmi, tree on 


ng Lal right, wavy line of 
lei, Brahmi legend mohihatrpasordamdace 
XLrAguP(z An. 

Rev: ZAbliseka-Laksmi 
(BMG, pl. 


XXVI, 12-13/ courtesy Jon Lingen) 
Sodasa, the son of Rajuvula 


Rājuvula's son Sodisa issued only imitations of the 
local copper type of Mathura. The 
оп his coins reflect his progression from Ksatrapa to 
Mahîkşatrapa. Šodasa's coins are absent from Punjab 
finds, His rule seems confined to the Mathura region 
(BMC: exv), A coin of the Sodasa type but allegedly 
inscribed in the name of khatapasatorayädasa or 
haranddasa, may have been issued by a second son of 
Rajuvula, nameless in the Mori inscription (BMC: 
скі), 
CATALOGUE 
1283. AE 


OQ 


Obv: As 1284 but legend 


MabäkhatapasaputasakbatapasaŚodäsasa, 
followed by swastika 

Rev: Abbiseka-Laksmi 
(Senior 2001, 156.1 / photo courtesy S. Bhandare) 


1284. LEAD, 3.94g, 17mm 


= Horse to right 


Crude version of Herakles 
(SCH 155.1) 


different legends 


Kharahostes 


‘This Mathuri type of Kharahostes is so far exclusively 
known from this specimen. The type is the same as the 
Abbiseka-Laksmi type of Rajuvula but the style is 
cruder. 
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CATALOGUE 
1285. AE, 2.83g 


Obv: As 1282, legend Ahairapasakbarabostasa 
AAUDAJUAP 
Rev: Abhiseka-Laksmi 


(Classical Numismatic Gallery auction 1149 / 
see R.C Senior, 2013, JONS 217, p.20) 


Sodasa's Successors 


The coins of Sodisa's successors, Hagina, Hagāmāśa, 
Sivadatta and Sivaghosha, are of different types and 
constitute a group of their own. They show a horse to 
left on the reverse and an obverse design that depicts 
Laksmi standing above a Gondopharid-like symbol 
lying on its left side. These coins are connected to the 
other coins of Mathura by the common use of the 
peculiar tree symbol. The legends are Ahatapasasina 
боша, kbatapasasinadatasa, khatapasabagdmasasa, and 
оп a joint issue of Hagina and Ната Khatapana 
Hagénasa Hagdmaiasa, Bela Lahiri (1974: 165) 
maintains that “the names of these ruler 
that they flourished at a time when the pro 
Hinduisation of the Sakas was complet 
would mean these rulers followed 


$офаза. 


suggest 
of 
which 
ajuvula and 


Hagimaéa 
CATALOGUE 
1286. AE 


Obv: Standing Laksmi, 'double-anchor-symbo!" 
below, tree on right, wavy line on left Brahmi 
legend (kbatapasa) hagamasasa 
Anu Lc e 

Rev: Horse to left 
(BMG, pl. XXVI, 1-5/ courtesy Girish Sharma) 
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Hagāmāśa and Hagana 

CATALOGUE 

1287. АЕ, 4.35g, 18mm 


Obv: Brihmi Abatapinabagdnasabagimatasa 
Rev: Horse to left 

(MIGIS m. 1006; 

photo courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


Sivadatta 
CATALOGUE 
1288, AE, , ca. 4g. 


Obv: As 1287 but legend Aatapasafinadatasa. 
Rev: Horse to left 


(BMC, pl. XXV, 26) 
Sivaghoga 
CATALOGUE 
1289. AE, 5.27g, 18mm 


Obv: As 1288 but legend Ahatapasatinaghosasa 
Rev. Horse to left 
(MACW 4532; Senior 2001, 157.2, this coin, 
photo courtesy ShailendraBhandare) 
Kshatrapa Sevagata Svami (?) 
CATALOGUE 


1290. AE 


Obv: Railed tree, wavy line on right, Brahm? | 
Khatapa-sevé-dgata-simi | (= Каа ag 
Svámi) 


Rev. Horse to left 
(Courtesy Ranjan Yadav / The reading of this coin 
bpe mas so far uncertain and different readings have 
Deen proposed earlier. Comparison with a second 
specimen allowed Нату Falk now te 
degend as Khatapa-rera-igata-támi 
Sendgata Simi). Sendgata means ‘ready for duty" and 
is known from several inscriptions alus in connection 
with a king. 


Virasena's Post-Kusána Type 


Kugána coin finds and inscriptions suggest that 
Mathura was an eastern capital of the Козара kings. 
Капка ended the Saka rule at Mathura when he 
occupied the Ganges valley. The latest Kusina 
inscription from Mathura cites Visude r him 
Mathurá might have passed to the Nagas if one 
believes the Puninas which report seven generations of 
Мара kings at Mathura before Samudragupta (B. 
Lahiri, 1974: 168). 

A series of small square copper coins from 
Mathura, listed as uncertain coins by Allan, are 
inscribed in the name sirasena (BMC, pl.XLV, 15-16). 
The legend is written between a railed tree and a 
nandipada symbol. The reverse has a crude version of 
standing Laksmi holding a flower stalk in her right 
hand. Metrologically these Virascna coins fit well into 
the post- Kusina period when small, light-weight 
coins were the characteristic currencies of northern 
India; typologically an attribution to Mathur appears 
probable. It is astonishing that no coins from other 
members of Virasena's dynasty have come to light so 
far. 


CATALOGUE 
1291. AE, 1.72g, 12xI0mm 


Obv: Brihmi legend Iirarenara, below nandipada on 
left, palm-tree on right 

Rev: Crude version of standing Laksmi 
(BMG, pL XLI, na 15; MACIV 4754) 


MITRAS OF THE PUNJAB 
(2nd century BCE) 


The attribution of this class of billon coins to the 
Audumbaras, as proposed by Cunningham, is no 
longer supported. ‘These coins arc inscribed in the 
names of Ajamitra, Mahimitra, Bhinumitra, 
Mabibhütimitra and possibly Agnimitra. They are of 


the ‘standing warrior/ ek P 
them show a symbol arena RS ada few among 
show a symbol arrangement similar to that a 
the Pañcala coins. Allan (BMC: Ixxxvi) concurred with 
Cunningham, but other scholars ascribed these ca 
to an obscure Mitra dynasty of the Punjab cui 
referenced elsewhere (N. Ahmad 1977). G. : 8 
and Manmohan Kumar (1979, ND Ш, pt2; 415) 
emphasized that find spots are confined to the arc) 
berween the Hushiarpur and Patiala districts, and 
added the new name of Indramitra from the Ghy 
excavations tothe series 

‘That unique coin differs typologically as the 
elephant is exchanged for а humped bull Though 
somewhat corroded the Kharosthi legend left of the 
standing warrior is clearly readable according to the 
authors. Mitchiner (MIGIS, 1976: 646-647) as well had 
catalogued these Mitra coins as a class of Punjab issues 
dating them to the later part of the 2nd century BCI; 

Handa's (2007: 234-244) recent discussion 
likewise regard's the coins as issues of an independent 
Punjab dynasty. 


CATALOGUE 


huram 


Bhanumitra 


1292. BILLON, , 4.50g, 16mm 


Obv: Brahmi legend rafobhinumitasa above, 
elephant-rider to left, railed tree on left 
Rey: Standing male figure with spear in his right, 
wavy line on right, Kharosthi legend on left 
reading rañabbänumitrasa 
(Handa 2007, pl. LXXVII, 1/MIGIS, 966/ 
courtesy Jan Lingen) 


Ajamitea 


1293. BILLON, 4.6g, 17mm 


Obv: As 1292 but without rider, Brahmi legend 
railogjamitasa i 

Rev: As 1292 but Kharosthi legend rañaajamitrasa 
(MIGIS no. 963; 
Photo courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 
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Mahi 


1294. BILLON, ca, 3-4g 


PD 


Obv: As 1293 but Brähmi legend rañomabimitasa 
Rev: As 1293 but Kharoşthi legend nuiamalinitrata. 
(MIGIS, 964) 


itra 


Mahäbhütimitra 


1295. BILLON, ca. 3-4g 


эз 


Obv: As 1294 but Brihmi legend ruñomahabhntiwitasa 
Rev: As 1294 but Kharosthi legend raiamaba- 
bbntimitrasa 


(MIGIS, 965) 


NAGAS (ca. 170—350 CE) 


Мада or snake worship was a wide-spread cult in 
ancient India. In the course of time it amalgamated 
with other religious sects especially with Saivism. The 
most ant Naga family, the Bhirasiva Nagas of 
Padma Siva as indicated 
by their name and the Saivite typology of their coins. 
Ancient Padmāvati, about 40 km north-east of 
Narvar, was identified by M.V. Lele as the modern 
village of Pawaya. This identification is supported by 
coin finds, inscriptional and archaeological evidence, 
which all point to the existence of an ancient city at this 
place from about the 2nd century CE down to the late 
Gupta period (B. Lahiri, 1974: 

Cunningham (CMI: 21) obtained his 
directly from Narwar, about 40 km from thi 
Мара capital Padmávati. Kutwar and Mathuri are 
other places which yielded significant numbers of 
Мара coins, for example a huge hoard of 18,659 Мара 
coins that had been found at Kutwar (H.V. Trivedi 
1957). Kutwar, about 30 km north of Gwalior, half- 
way between Mathur and Padmàvati, may correspond 
to the ancient Kántipuri, As the same coin types are 
found at all these different centres it appears that they 
were ruled by one and the same dynasty of Naga kings 
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which therefore must have had a considerable part of 
eastern Rajasth: der their control. 

‘Apart from the | paf Vsbaba coins twelve rulers 
Tine of Padmávati are known from their 
1957) who published the 
dynasty: Bhavanága, 


of the 


inscription 
Samudragupi ad inscription and Bhavaniiga 
from Vakatal is where he is mentioned as 
the maternal grandfather of the Vakitaka king 
Rudrasena 1 suggesting Bh: dates to have 
been 4310-345 CU (H.V. ). 

Cunningham listed Vyaghranaga as another Naga 
king but the coin in question has now been shown to 
bea Vrshni copper coin (Handa 2007: 142-43). 

"The Мара coins are small light-weight round 
copper pieces comparable to the issues of the Mālavas 
but on average somewhat larger and heavier. The 
obverse design is in most cases a bull standing to left. 
"The bull device is used by all Naga kings with the 
exception of Vasunága and Bhimaniga. The carly 
kings except Vrshabha have the ruler's name with the 
inija, kings later than Brihaspatinága use the 
title mabirója hri 

Based on typological links and the early use of the 
title mahdrdja versus the later mabdrdja-éri 


*XST* 8 Bela Lahiri proposed the following 
chronological order for the Naga kings of Padmivat 
Vrishabha, Bhimanaga, Vasuniga, Skandaniga, 
Brihaspatinága, Devanaga, Bhavaniga, Vibhuniga, 
Ravinšga, Prabhakaranaga, Ganapatinaga, 

Мара rule was brought to an end by Samudragupta 
in the 4th century CE, Ganapatinaga, the last Naga 
king of Padmivati, was mentioned in the Allahabad 
pillar inscription together with some other 
contemporary rulers of northern India who were 
subdued by Samudragupta. 


Vrshabha (c.170-190 CE) 


A 2nd century CE coin type of Vrshaba with a facing 
bull design from Bhilsa near Vidié in MP (H.V. Trivedi 
in JNSI, vol. XV: 121) is regarded as the earliest coin of 
the dynasty. If the prototype was borrowed from the 
Western Ksatrapas this cannot have happened before 
Rudradáman I (130-165 CE) who initiated the type. 
Because some of Vrshaba's coins were found at 
Vidiga, the dynasty might have originated at Vidiéa 
which had not been under Kusina occupation; only 
after the Kusina withdrawal from the Ganges valley 


the Naga kings established their centre at Padmiva 
and to the Mathura region. The ‘facing bull’ type 
occurs as a square type with the legend Vrsbandea and 
as а round type with the legend Vysbabbava or 
Vysbablana; according to Trivedi the latter was 
possibly a son of Vpshandga. 


CATALOGUE 
1296. AE 


Obv: 
Rev: 


around centrally placed sun 
(Trivedi, pLI,1-2, courtesy Adv Shailesh P. Jain) 


Obv: As 1296 but crescent on left 


Rev: As 1296 but only mahdrdjasrinyisbabba 
(Courtesy Ravi Shankar Sharma) 


Ауапара (с.200 CE) 


А recently surfaced square facing bull’ type adds the 
hitherto unknown name Ayaniga to the Naga king list, 
typologically closely related to Vrshanága. 


CATALOGUE 
1298. AE, 0.83g, 9x9mm 


Obv: Frontally facing bull, Brahmi legend part ganê 
on left 
Rev: Blank 


Obv: As 1298 but legend (ma)bar ar 
eee raja (a)yanaga. 


(Courtesy Todywalla auction 41817) 
—-————0000000............ 


Bhimanaga (c.210 CE) 


Bhimaniga's coin legend differs from the usual 
arrangement in that itis inscribed in two straight lines - 
with sometimes а trident in the centre. Bhimanága and 
Vasunága were the only Naga kings who did not make 
use of the bull device, 

The peacock from Bhimaniga’s coins occurs 


likewise on coins of Vasuniga, Skandaniga and 
Brihaspatinága. 
CATALOGUE 
1300. AE, 246g 
E 
a 
1 x 
> 


Obe: Peacock to left 
Brihmi legend above and below horizontal 


line mabara(jasa)bbimanagatsa) 
(Trivedi varapll, 1-13) 


1301. АЕ 


Ом: Peacock to right 
Rev: As 1300 
(Trivedi courtesy Zeno # 21464) 


—————0000000- 
Skandanaga (c.220-240 CE) 


Skandanaga shares the couchant bull with 
Brihaspatinága and Isvaraniga. Skandandga’s peacock 
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is also seen on coins of Vasunāga, Brihaspatinága and 
Bhimaniga. Skandaniga's coins show the peacock to 
rightandalsotoleft. 

‘The two spears or daggers of Skandanága appear 
likwise on the reverse of the coins of Vasuniga. 

Trivedi (1957, pl. VI, 8) reports a unique 
Skandaniga type with a prancing horse and illustrates 
another coin (pl. 1, 31) with a lion-like appearance of 
the depicted animal. 


CATALOGUE 


Rev: Brühmilegend wahanga shandandgarya, two 
spears in the center 
(Trivedi ppe 1, пата peacock-to-lft bpe also 
down courtesy Ravi S.Sharma) 


ouchant bull to right in dotted border 
Rev: Brahmi legend wañuna skandanágarya 
around two spears 
(Trivedi, type 2/ courtesy Ade S.P Jain) 


0000000. 
Vasunaga (c.250 CE) 


"This king, in chronology close to Skandaniga issued 
coins with a peacock standing to right, his name 
inscribed as Maharajarasunggasya. As on Skandani 
peacock type the reverse legend is arranged around 
two parallel horizontally place 


(0000000 ——— 
Brihaspatinaga (c.260-280 CE) 


Brihaspatinaga devices are bull, trident, wheel 
(unique) and peacock. ‘The trident was also used by 
Devanaga and Bhavanaga, the wheel also by Vasunágs 

Devaniga, Vibhunāga and Ganapatiniga and the 
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peacock by Skandaniga andVasuniga. The couchant 
bull on the coins of Brihaspatinaga is turned either to 


right or to left. 
CATALOGUE 
1304, AE 


Obv: Couchant bull to left in dotted border 
Rev: Brihmi legend maharafia) brbaspatinaga 
(Trivedi pe 1, var.b[ courtesy Paul Coenen) 


Iśvaranāga (c.280-285 CE) 


Yévaranága's coins surfaced only recently and show a 
close typological link to those of Brihaspatinaga. 


CATALOGUE 
1305. AE 


Obv: Couchant bull to left (in dotted border) 
Rev: Brühmi legend mabäräja-śri ivarandga 
(Courtesy S.P Join] legend read by S.Bhandare) 


——-—-0000000--.— 


Vibhunaga (c.285-300 CE) and 
Ravinaga 

Vibhuniga and Ravinága both used a kind of battle- 
axe symbol on the reverse of their coinsion a 
Vibhuniga type this symbol is combined with a Siva- 
Liga obverse design. The obverse of the coins of 
both kings depicts the walking bull to left. Extremly 
таге and possibly unique for Vibhunigais a squatted 
bull type, a wheel type and a crescent symbol type, all 
reported by Trivedi 


Ravinága only issued the bull /rident-axe type and 
his coins are very rare. 


CATALOGUE 
1306. AE 


kx an 


Obv: Bull standing to l in dotted border 
Rev. Brahmi legend mahdraja-Sri vibbuna 
battle-axe in center 
(Trivedi type 1/ courtesy CR Rengaswamy) 


1307. AE, 1.51g 


Obv: Siva- Linga in dotted border 
Rev: As 1306 
(Trivedi, type 2, pl. П, 36-39/ 
photo courtesy Prateek Upadhyay) 


Bhavanaga (c. 310-325 CE) 


This king used the bull to right or left and a trident; the 
trident constitutes the central reverse device, only in 
one case it is placed on the obverse. A rarely seen type 
reported by Trivedi shows a crescent on obverse and 
the legend on reverse. Bhavanága used two titles on his 
coins: 

Adlirija and Maharaja. 


CATALOGUE 
1308. AE, 2.0g 


Obv: Bull to right in dotted border 

Rev: Trident in center, Brihmi legend айпай 
bhavandga 
(Trivedi class 2, type 1,var.a; var.b has bull to h 
class 1 bas legend mabaraja bhavandga) 


1309. AE, 2.17g, 10mm 


Obv: As 1308 
Rev: As 1308 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen) 


1310. AE 


Obv: Trident in dotted border 
Rev: Brihmi legend (adhinija) ir Алганда 
(Trivedi, class 2, type 2/ courtesy Ай... Jain) 


—0000000-——— 
Devanaga (325-335 CE) 


Devaniga used the trident like Bhavanága and also the 
wheel and the bull, The wheel, best known for 
Deva 
and in exceptional cases on unique coins of Vasuniiga 
and Vibhuniga. The trident is rare 

Devaniiga's coins and the bull hardly ev 


CATALOGUE 


iga, can also be seen on coins of Ganapatiniiga 


seen on 


Legend: iri derandga 
1311, AE, 1.0g, 7mm 


GS 


: Trident in dotted border 
Rev: Brahmi legend maharaja iri derandga 
(Trivedi, ppe 2/ courtesy Pand Coenen) 


ех АП 
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Legend: fit dena 


1312. AE, , 2.30g, 11mm 


dight-spoked wheel in dotted border 
Rev: Brihmi legend mahanaja iri dera 
(Trivedi уре 1) 


1313. AE, 1,38g 


: Seven-spoked wheel, dotted border 
су: As 1312 
(Courtesy Purushot 


Bhargate) 
Legend: iri derunagendi 


1314. AE 


hespoked wheel 
mi legend 
(Courtesy Kiran Walia U} 


Prabhakara (c. 335-340 CE) 


A seated lion to left, rarely to right, occurs exclusively 


on coins of the Мара king Prabhakaraniga and 


probably served as prototype for coins of Rimagupta, 
Gupta ruler of eastern Malwa, Bull coins of 
Prabhikara to left and right are known but they are 


even rarer than his lion coins. 
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CATALOGUE 
1315, AE. 


yap 


Obv: Lion to Left in dotted border 
Rev: Brahmi legend pahingja sri рлар апа 
(Vriredi, type 2, гаг] courtesy Naveen Tandon) 


1316, AE, 2.04g, Himm 


v: Lion to right 
As 1315 


Trivedi, type 2, nura]. courtesy Paul Coenen) 
М 


1317. АЕ 


As 1315 
(Trivedi, type 1, гакі courtesy Adv S-P ain) 


000090. 
Ganapatinaga (c.340-350 CE) 


Ganapati 


iga, the last Мара king of Padmavati, was 
mentioned in the Allahabad pillar inscription of 
Samudragupta who brought Мада rule to an end in the 
4th century CE. Ganapatinága's small coins 
correspond to other low-weight currencies of the 
period. His coins are the most numerous Naga coins. 
They depict the bull mostly to let. OF this king also 
square coins are known, 


CATALOGUE 
1318. AE, 0.58g, 


qx (uA 


Обу: Bull to left in dotted border 
Rev: Brühmi legend aalaraja fri gane 
(ridi ara) 


1319. AE, 2.25g, uncertain 


(Courtesy Adv.S. D Jain) 
-—-——-—-0000000. 
Мараѕепа (c. 350 CE) 


Like Ganapatiniga Nagasena is mentioned in 
Samudragupta's Allahabad pillar inscription together 
with some other contemporary rulers of northern 
India which he had subdued. Trivedi (1957: ix) refers to 
the Harsha-Charita where Nägasena is described as one 
of the Naga kings but didn't know of any coins issued 
byhim. 

CATALOGUE 


1320. AE 


Obv: Taurine on left and latticed object on right, 


Brahmi legend (ndgasenasa at bottom 
Rev: Railed tree 


(Courtesy Sharad Sharma) 


PANCALA 
KINGS OF PANCALA 
(ca. 150 BCE- 130 CE) 


Pañcāla was one of the mahdjanapadas before the tise of 
the Magadhan/Mauryan Empire. In post-Maurya 
period it regained independence under local kings as 
witnessed by the existence of their coins. The find 
spots of these coins are mostly on the territories of 
ancient northern Pañcāla, especially in the region of 
ancient Ahichchhatrà, its capital; this city is situated in 
the Bareilly district of modern UP (in contrast to 
southern Paiicila with its capital Kampilya in modern 
Farrukhabad district). Nearly 40 kings are known 
through their coins; of them only three are mentioned 
in ancient inscriptions. The Pabhosá inscription, dated 
to the late 15: century BCE, names one Ashadhasena 
as the grandfather of Vangapila, Numismatically the 
later is known to have overstruck coins of 
Dimagupta. Coin finds from northern Pañcila 
indicate that under Kaniska Paficila was included into 
the Kuşîna empire. After the Kusina retreat from 
northern India the ‘three Райса symbols’ were 
omitted from the obverse of the coins and late types 
were issued by such kings as Sivanandéri and 
Sri-Nandi. 

Several branches seem to have existed within the 
dynasty of Paficila kings as may be concluded from 
their names ending on —ghorha, -gupta,-mitra, -nandi, - 
pála and —sena. The list of kings in alphabetical order as 
given by Bela Lahiri is as follows: Agimitra 
(Agnimitra), Anamitra, Bhadraghosha, Bhinumitra, 
Bhümimitra, Bahasatimitra (Brihaspatimitra), 
Damagata(Damagupta), Dhruvamitra, Imdramitra 
(Indramitra), Jayagupta, Jayamitra, Phagunimitra 
(Philgunimitra), Prajapatimitra, Rudraghosha, 
Rudragupta, Sivanandéri, Sürya-mitra, Śri Nandi, 
Vagapala (Vagapala), Varunamitra, Vasusena, 
Visnumitra, Visvapala(), Yajfiapala and Yugasena. 

О. P. L. Srivastava and Rajiv Rawat (2007: pl. 1.1) 
added Visvagupta and Devendra Handa (2008-9:13) 
referred to a number of new names on coins collected 
by Virjinanda Daivakarni. The names on these coins, 
which now are in the Gurukula Museum at Jhajjar, are: 
Vrishabhamitra, Revatimitra, Pushyasena, 
Bhadramitra, Vijayamitra, Vasumitra, Yajüamitra, 
Sivamitra, Yajnabala, Rajyamitra and Dharmamitra. 
With all these kings Paficila makes up the largest 
number of rulers of all post-Mauryan dynasties of 
northern India. 
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The Local Paficala Coin Types 


The local copper coins of Pañcala form a long running 
series characterized by three peculiar symbols which 
appear like railed double-parasol, stylised /rinatta and 
taurine with curved base. These symbols are arranged 
in a horizontal row above the ruler's name, all within a 
square incuse. The reverse typically shows an altar-like 
platform with a deity standing on it, This deity is 
mostly connected with the respective ruler's name in 
forming а part of his name. 

Bhinumitra, Bhümimitra, Agnimitra, Süryamitra 
and Phalgunimitra issued a coin type which differs 
from the usual scheme: it shows a railed tree and arch 
with three dots on the reverse and only two of the 
symbols in a modified form above the legend on 
obverse, 

The chronology of these rulers is still uncertain, 
although the palacographical and typological approach 
of K.M. Shrimali (1977) has given a useful structure 
forsomeof them. 


Anepigraphic Early Issues 
(c.180 BCE) 


Some anepigraphic types from Ahichchhatri bear only 
the first symbol on obverse and a three-arched hill 
(Handa 2008-9, pLI, 1) or a whirl -like design (Handa 
2008-9, pl.1,2) on reverse. 


CATALOGUE 
1321. AE, 0.71g 


Obv: Railed double parasol (which later became the 
Ist Paficila symbol) 

Rev: Taurine with curved base (which later became 
the 3rd Paficila symbol) 
(Conrtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 14854) 


1322. AE, 0.3g, Imm 


Bu 


Obv: Railed double-parasol and elaborate taurine 
Rev: Railed srinatsa 
(Courtesy? Tandon, coinindiawebite) 
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porate taurine with curved base 
Whirl symbol 
(Conrtesy D. Handa 2008-9, pl.1,2) 


1324. AE, 10mm 


| dotted border 
arched hill, dotted border 
(Courtesy D. Handa 2008-9, pl1,1) 


-—--------0000000----------- 


Post-Maurya Pre-Kaniska 
Local Kings 


Viévagupta (ca. 170-160 BCE) 


The name Visvagupta has been added to the list of 
Райса kings by O.PL. Srivastiva and Rajiv Rawat 
(2007, pL.L.1). The form of the Paficala symbols shows 
an early stage and the reverse is blank; thus this king 
has probably to be placed among the earliest post- 
Mauryan kings of Pañcila. Possibly he even started the 
series of inscribed coins of Pañcāla. 


CATALOGUE 
1325. AE, Visvagupta 


Obv: In deep incuse the '3 Pañcāla symbols! but of 
different shape and order than later, Brahmi 
legend below reading risnigutasa 

Rev: Blank 
(O.PL.Srinattina2007, pl. 1.1 /courtesyG.Sharma) 


Damagupta (ca. 160-150 BCE) 


Dimagupta used the same arrangement of the three 
'Pañcāla symbols! as Vigvagupta with the srias on left 


and the railed double-parasol on right. Only with 
Damagupta's successor Vangapala we see the reversed 
arrangement with the railed double-parasol on left and 
the ata on tight which was continued by the 
succeeding kings. Dimagupta's сапу chronology is 
also confirmed by the fact that some of his coins are 
derived from the early anepigraphic types and that 
others show only one of the three 'Pañcāla symbols? 


CATALOGUE 
1326. AE 


9 E 3 
Obv: Brihmi legend damagutasa, taurine below 


Rev: Wheel 
(Courtesy D.Handa 2008-9, pl. 1,7) 


1327. AE, 1.76g 


Obv: Brahmi legend damagutasa,'3ed Рай 
below, elephant (2) to left above 
Rev: Crude human figure 
(Courtesy Ranjan Yadav) 


1328. AE 


Obv: The '3 Paficila symbols in reversed order 
(railed tree and érinatsa less stylised than later) 
Rev: Reverse image not available 
(Courtesy D.Handa 2008-9, pl. 1,10) 


Vangapala (ca. 150-130 BCE) 


The Pabhos inscription, dated to the late Ist century 
BCE, mentions one Ashadhasena as the grandfather 
of Vangapala. Numismatically, Vangapala is known to 
have over struck coins of Damagupta. 


CATALOGUE 
1329. AE 


TEES 


Obv: Brihmi legend sygapuldsa below the '3 Pañcala 
symbols overstruck on Dámagupta 

Rev: Image not available 
(Courtesy D.Handa 2008-9, МЛ, 12) 


|. AE, 5.77g, 18mm 


Obv: As 1329 

Rev: Indistinct 
(Sbrimali Fig, 11.13, PL ХИ.7; photo courtesy 
ShailendraBhandare) 


Diverse New Kings 


Devendra Handa (2008-9:13) referred to a number of 
new names appearing on coins collected by Virjananda 
Daivakarni which now are in the Gurukula Museum at 
Jhajjar: Vrishabhamitra, Revatimitra, Pushyasena, 
Bhadramitra, Vijayamitra, Vasumitra, Yajüamitra, 
Sivamitra, Yajnabala, Rajyamitra and Dharmamitra. 


CATALOGUE 
Bhadramitra 
1331. AE 


qaw 


Obv: Brihmi legend bhadramitnasa, the '3 Райсйїа 
symbols' above 

Rev: Reverse image not available 
(Courtesy D. Handa 2008-9, pl П, 7) 
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Revatimitra 
1332. AE 


TEASAY 


Obv: Brahmi legend renatimitraza, rest indistinct 
Rev: Reverse image not available 
(Courtesy DM ando, 2008-9, pl. П, 14) 


Veishabhamitra 
1333. AE 


Obv: Brahmi legend eribabhamitrasa. 
Rev: Reverse image not available 
(Courtesy D.Handa pl. 1, 5) 

Prajapatimitra 

Only one of the three obverse symbols is placed in the 
upper row, as sufficient space was required for 
including the rather lengthy name of this ruler, ‘The 
identity of the deity is uncertain but judging from the 


ruler's name Brihma would bea possible candidate, 


1334. AE, 3.70g 


gevhd ye 


Obv: Only the 1st 'Paücila symbol! followed by 
Brihmi legend in two lines frajapatiwitraia 
Rev: Deity on pedestal 
(Courtesy Todymulla auction 4484348) 


Visgumitra 


Typology links issues of Visnumitra, Indramitra and 
Jayamitra which can probably be dated to the first part 
of the first century CE. The deity depicted by 
Visqumitra appears to be the earliest numismatic 
representation of four-armed Vignu with his arms 
branching at the height of the elbows. As for the 
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attributes the chakra in his upper left hand is clear a 
that in his lowered right may well be his gud (club). The 
object in his lowered left could represent a нды 
(conchshell and that in his elevated right a Mower with 
its outerleaves curving outwards, Being а well 

у attribute one would expect this flower to 


represent the padma (lotus). The tripartite crown is a 


depiction of Vigqu's Aina, The highest of all crowns 
(kiritamuksța)is depicted in sculptures in the shapec 
turreted crown as it is worn by city goddess 
Gandhi rt, 

Another type of Vişoumitm depicts a deity 
standing in an arched temple, a device shared by 


ays 


Obv: As 1334 but Brahmi legend питане 

Rey: Visnu on pedestal holding chakra, club, conch 
shell and lotus in his four arms; tripartite 
crown 
(MIGIS 1020; Pieper 2014: 41) 


1336. AE, 1.36g, Птт 


Obv: As 1335 

Rev: Deity in arched temple, 3rd Pacila symbol on 
left 

Jayamitra. 

The deity on the coins of Jayamitra with the baldachin- 


like head decoration might represent Jaya, a victory 
god. 


1337. AE, 4.3g, 15mm 


LY Р 


Obv: As 1336, Brihmi legend jayamitraca 
Rev: God of victory @) on pedestal 
MIGIS 1021 / courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


Jayagupta 


ayagupta’s deity standing in an arched temple is 


О symbols, Brihmi pawan 
Rev: Deity in archway, 3rd Райса symbol left 
(MIGIS, 1012) 


Indramitra 


Indramitra's coins show Indra holding the 
оп the usual pedestal or in an archway 
depiction is also seen on coins of J 
Visoumitra and Pra 
types Indramitra used only two modified symbols 
above the legen 
have an Indradbngia with а curved base (MIGIS 
Handa (2008-9: 17, pl. 1,5) referred to another possible 
Indramitra type which has the two symbols on obverse 
anda three-arched crescented hill on reverse, 


1339. AE, 4.25g, 15mm 


Obv: ‘The '3 Paücila symbols, Brihmi legend 
Indramitrasa 

Rey: Indra on pedestal holding vajra 
(MIGIS 1022) 


1340. AE 


Obv: As 1339 
Rev: As 1339 but with more detailed vajra 


4 


1341. AE, 2.90g, 13mm 


©@ 


Obv: As 1330 
Rev: As 1339 but Indra in archway 
(MIGIS 1023) 


1342. AE, ca.2-3g 


Obv: As 1341 
Rev: As 1341 but '3rd Paicila symbol! on left 
(Courtesy Asad Khan) 


1343. AE, 13mm 


Obv: The two 'new 'Paficila symbols and Brihmi 
legend (inJdramitrasa) 

Rev: Three-arched hill 
(DHanda 2008-9, ph.1, 5) 


1344, AE, ca.2-3g 
00) = 
Obv: As 1343 


Rev: Indradivaja with curved base 
(MIGIS, 1024/ courtesy Sanjeev Chagti) 


Anamitra 


Only one coin type of this king is known. It was 
published by K.D.Bajpai in 1976 in "Indian 
Numismatic Studies’. 


1345. AE, 4.14g, 18mm 


OV 
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s previous but legend Anamitasa 
Stylised лаа 

(KD. Bajpai 1976A: 90-91 drawing according to 
Bajpai's coin deseription) 


Süryamitra and Dhànumitra 


Sometimes the deity is replaced by a symbol 
representing its attribute or one of its attributes. 
Bhánumitra and Süryamitra show the same deity on 
their coins depicting the sun-god Bhánu or Sûrya, their 
solar connection being indicated by а rayed disc. 
Furthermore Süryamitra issued a completely 
different, heavy coin type which was also struck by 
Bhánumitra, Bhümimitra, Agnimitra and 
Phalgunimitra. The type shows a railed tree and arch 
with three dots on the reverse whereas the deeply 
incuscd obverse die bears the name of the king on the 
bottom as usual but on top are only two symbols which 
are horizontally placed, one above the other, The first 
appears like a modification of the ‘third Paücila 
symbol, the other like a human figure 
composed of seven dots (D. Handa, 2008- 


"3 Pañcala symbols’, Brihmi legend sayamitasa 
Rev: Sun above Indradbraja on pedestal 
(MIGIS, 1029/ courtesy Parveen Jain) 


1347. AE, 11.85g, 22mm 


Obv: Brihmi legend suyamitasa, the two ‘new Paücila 
symbols’ horizontally placed at top 

Rev: Railed tree and one-arched hill 
(MAC 4548/ courtesy P. Tandon coinindia) 


Bhanumitra 
1348. AE, 11.28g, 21mm 


O 


(EEEE 
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Obv: As 1347 but legend bhannaitrasa 
Rev: As 1347 
(Pieper 2013, na 1018) 


1349. АЕ, 12.948: 


Obv: ‘The '3 Pañešla symbols,’ Brihmi legend 
Bhanumitrasa 

Sun (representing Sürya) on pedestal 

(MACH 4549rar./ courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Rev: 


1350. AE 


Obv: As 
Rev: Sun on pedestal with different railing 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuradiya) 


1351. 


Obv: As 1350 
Rey: Sun above lotus 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Bhümimitra 


"The deity on the issues of Bhümimitra very much 
resembles that of Agnimitra's coins but the hair 
decoration has been interpreted by Allan (BMC: cxviij) 
as being composed of five snakes; according to Allan 
“probably the king of the Nagas representing, 
thecarth,” isalso holding a snake. 

The modified two symbol type links Bhümimitra. 
to Süryamitra, Bhinumitra, Agnimitra and 
Philgunimitra. 


1352. АЕ, 16.66g 


з Pañcāla symbols’, legend bbaimitasa 
Bhümi with snakes'hair on pedestal 
(MIGIS 1028/courtesy Todywalla anc 568712) 


1353. AE, 12.298 


legend bluminilasa, the two 'new 
la symbols’ horizontally placed above 
Rev: Railed tree and one-arched hill 

(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 7128) 


Agnimitra I 
Agnimitra issued coins of the heavy ‘two symbol type 
with railed-tree-and-hill reverse. This links him to 
Bhümimitra, Bhanumitra, Süryamitra and 
Phalgunimitra. Agnimitra's coins of the usual scheme 
depict Agni, the god of fire, his hair being represented 


by five flames. 
“The low weight copper-tin coins with the fire-altar 


representation of Agni have possibly been issued by а 
later namesake. 


1354. AE, 10.99g, 24mm 


Obv: As 1353, but Brihmi legend agimitasa 
Rev: As 1353 
(Pieper 2013, по1019) 


1355. АЕ, 11.396 


Obv: As 1354 with small punch of 1st sy 
Rev: As 1354 шаг 


(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery auct. 7H30) 
1356. AE, 6.74g, 17mm 


2 Р а 
d o 

- 

< 

* 


Obv: The '3 Paücila. symbols, Brahmi agimitrasa 
Rev: Agni on pedestal 
(MACW 4561) 


1357. AE, 2.36g, Птт 


©@ 


Obv: As 1356 
Rev: As 1356 


Phalgunimitra and Bhadraghosha 


Philgunimitra issued specimens of the modified two * 


symbol type but he also issued the standard type with a 
standing deity on reverse. Her identity is most 
probably Phalguni standing оп a lotus with a лиа 
on the left in the same way as the deity on the coins of 
Bhadraghosha. Bhadra is regarded as a goddess of 
hunt with a Saivite connection. 


1358. AE, 16.08g. 


Obv: Brihmi legend phagunimitrasa, the two new 
Paicila symbols! horizontally placed above 
Rev: Railed tree and one-arched hill 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Galley 13#40) 


1359. AE 
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Obv: '3 Paficila symbols; Brahmi phaguninitrasa 
Rev: Phalguni on lotus, rita on left 
(MIGIS 1026/ courtesy Todywall auction 14829) 


1360. AE, 14.64g 


Obv: As 1359 
Rev: As 1359 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


1361. AE, counter marked 


Obv: As 1360 but with lion countermark 

Rev: As 1360 
(ие BMG, pLXLVI, 15 for lion ej m on Agnimitra 
and BMC, pLXLVI, 16 for female figure «| m 
Courtesy Akshay Jain) 


Bhadraghosha 
1362. AE, 15.6g, 28mm 


шег 


Об: '3 Райсйа symbols Brahmi bhadraghosasa 
Rev: Goddess Bhadra) on lotus, írinatia on left 
(MIGIS 1039га/ courtesy Björn Abels) 


Vasusena and Yugasena 
‘The reverse types of the coins of Vasusena and 
Yugasena have neither a deity nor its symbolic 


representation. Varunamitra has two trees and 
Vasusenaa lion. 
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1363. AE, Vasusena 


Аны 


Obv: '3 Райсййа symbols, Brihmi nasnsenasa 
Rev: Lion to right, finale on right 
(MIGIS 1017] courtesy Akshay Jain) 


1364. AE, Yugasena, c.2.0-2.5g 


Obv: Railed tree and modified 2nd Paficila symbol, 
Brahmi legend yugarenasa 

Rev: Тосс) on railing 
MIGIS, 1016) 


Rudragupta 


A trident or a trident-battle-axe indicating the 
connection with Siva is shown on the coins of 
Rudragupta. The name itself is a devotion to the god 
with Rudra being another name of Siva. The kind of 
pedestal and the depiction of the centrally placed 
Object appears to link these coins to those of 
Dhruvamitra, Yajfiabala, Varumamitra and 
Agnimitra II. 


1365. AE 


Obv: In deep incuse the '3 Paficila symbols' in 
standard arrangement, Brãhmî rudraguptasa 
Rev: Trident-axe on pedestal (trident being the 
symbol of Siva=Rudra) 
(MIGIS, 1010/ courtesy Badri Prasad Verma) 


1366. AE, 4.76g 


Se 


SARE 


Obv: As 1365 
Rev: As 1365 but trident with ribbons. 
(Courtesy Rajgor's auction 50821) 


Dhruvamitra 


Dhruvamitra's coins show similarities with those of 
Yajiabala and with the fire-altar issues of Agnimitra | 
in style, execution of the pedestal, metallic 
composition and letter forms. The peculiar curved 
symbol on pedestal has not been explained 
satisfactorily 

Cunningham emphasized that Dhruva is the pole star, 
But Dhruva is also onc of the many names of Siva and 
the symbol in question might rather be seen in a Saivite 
context. 


1367. AE, 4.68g 


Obv: As 1366 Brahmi legend dbruvamitrasa 
Rev: Curved symbol on pedestal 
(MIGIS 1018/ courtesy Classical Numismatic 


Gallery 248587) 
1368. AE, 4.33g 
S m 
E 
> 
@ 
a 
Obv: As 1367 


Rev: Similar but triple parasol (stupa-like) on the 
pedestal; the curved symbol here forms the 
left pillar of the pedestal 
(Courtesy Rajgor's auction 50#20) 


Yajfiabala 
Typologically this king is close to Dhruvamitra. His 


coins show the same curved symbol on a pedestal and 
similar side decorations of the pedestal 


1369. AE, 1.33g, 13mm 


wi Cup 


Obv: Similar to 1368 but Brahi 
Rev: Similar to 1368 


(MIGIS 1015/ courtesy P Tandon coinindia website) 
Varunamitra 


mi legend ajnabalasa 


On typological, metrological and 
grounds the coins of this kin 
later phase of the series, 


1370. AE, 1.72g, 13mm 


palacographical 
i appear to belong to the 


8BJIÉAG) 


Obv: As 1369 but Brahmi legend аитат ала) 
Rev: Star-on-standard on pedestal 
(MIGIS 1025/ courtesy Facebook photo) 


Agnimitea II 


On this class of low weight copper-tin coins inscribed 
in the name of Agnimitra Agni is not shown in his 
anthropomorphic but in a symbolic form by a fire 
burning on an altar (Agni-vedikd). The additional 
depiction of a trident-battle-axe on these coins is of 
special interest in pointing to an Agni -Saivite context 
which is well known from ancient Hindu mythology. 
In view of the striking differences in weight, style, 
legend form and metal composition itis probable that 
the issuer was a namesake different from the earlier 
Agnimitra and in view of the decreasing weight of his 
coins he might be later than Dhruvamitra. 


1371, AE-tin, 2.50g, 15mm 


а) 


Obv: Modified and differently arranged 'Pañcāla 
symbols’, legend agnimitrasya 

Rev: Fire-altar (Agnivediéd) on pedestal with 
trident-axe as left pillar (Agni -Saivite context), 
the flames taking the form of a trident 
(Kothari+ Morrison 1990, nos.1-4) 


1372. AE-tin, 2.20g, 14mm 
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Obv: As 1371 
Rev: As 1371 but different fire-altar 


0.56g, 10mm 


ФӘ 


Ом: As 1372 
Rev: Fire-altar (or trident-axc?) on pedestal 
(Courtesy P Tandon, cuinindia website) 


ee 


Post-Kusana Pañcāla Kings 


After ће Kusina retreat from northern India the local 
‘three Paficala symbol' coin series was apparently not 
continued, instead typologically different coin types 
omitting the three obverse symbols were issued. Bela 
Lahiri thought Sivanandéri and Sri-Nandi may be 
placed latest. Instead of the three Р; mbols 
they just put the king's name on obverse, $ri-Nandi 
has been identified with Nandi from Samudragupta's 
Allihibad pillar inscription by R. Tripathi (JNSI 
XXIV22). Coins of Sivanandéri with the legend alone 
in two horizontal lines on the obverse and a railed tree 
оп reverse were published by K.D. Bajpai (1976: 
86-89). 


Sivanandéri 
CATALOGUE 
1374. AE. 


Obv: Legend in two lines Sinanadaza Sirisa 
Rev: Railed tree 


(KD. Bajpai 1976: 86-89/ courtesy Sharad Sharma) 


4TH CENTURY 
AHICHCHHATRA ISSUES 
AND THEIR LATE 4TH 
CENTURY DERIVATIVES 


The Allahabad pillar inscription of Samudragupta 
(335-380 CE) mentions Achyuta who is regarded as a 
late ruler of Ahichchhatri, issuer of the coins 
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inscribed in the name achyata. Two types of Achyuta 
are known both with a wheel on reverse. Their obverse 
shows either the Brihmi legend aat alone or a bust 
id on either side of it (V. Smith, 
ith saw this portrait as ha 


imitated trom Roman coins. The «data coins are 
2 


be 
small round copper coins weighing between 1.5-2.5р, 
Hoard evidence and the occurrence of these coins in 

»st-Kugina strata at Ahichchhatri confirm their late 
date and so does the 4th century style of the Brilu 
сг. À typological link to the wheel type of 
iga kings is obvious. Bela Lahiri (1974: 
182) took the wheel as a duru symbol: "it also bears ап 
allusion to the king's name, as it represents probably 
the swdarsanachakraof the god Achyuta (Vishnu).” 


chara 
some lat 


Achyuta 
CATALOGUE 
Portrait Type 
1375. AE 


Obv: Portrait to right, Brihmi legend a-quta 
Rev: Eipht-spoked wheel 
(BN collection] photo courtesy Shailen Bhandare) 


1376. AE, 1.35g, 13mm 


Obv: Portrait to right, Brahmi legend agata 
Rev: Eight-spoked wheel 
(Courtesy Ranjan Yadav) 


Wheel/Legend type 
1377. AE, 1.70g, 12mm 


/ 


Eight-spoked wheel 

Rev: Brahmi legend aquta 
(MACI 4727/ this ir the usual пре depicting the 
wheel with eight spokes; less or more spokes are alin 
new but they are rare) 


1378. AE, 1.58g, 14mm 


@@ 


Obv: Seven-spoked wheel 
+ Brahmi legend аон 


1379. AE, 1.5g 


GG 


Obv: 12-spoked wl 
Rev: Brahmi legend acta 
(Photo courtesy Karan Singh collection) 


1380. AE 


Obv: 13-spoked wheel 
Rev: Brahmi legend aqata 
(Photo courtesy Vaibhar Agg 


1381. AE, 1.17g, 14mm. 


Об: Degenerate wheel design 
Rev: Degenerate legend 
(Pieper 2005:14, no. 4) 


1382. AE, 1.13g, 22mm 


Obv: Crude version of wheel 
Rev: Degenerate legend 


1383. AE, 1.42g, 12mm 


eo 


Obv: Wheel 


Rev: Crudely depicted standing human 
(Pieper 2005: 14, no. 6) 


1384. AE, 0.74g, 10mm. 


Obv: Wheel 
Rev: Standing human 


Mahesvara 
CATALOGUE 
1385. AE, 4.10g 


Obv: Brühmi legend mabefnara ( 
border 

Rev: Trident (Siva's emblem)in circular border 
(Courtesy Ranjan Yadav/ Abichebbatra findspot) 


PAURAVAS 


"The Pauravas are mentioned in ancient Indian texts in 
the context of other north Indian tribes such as 
Yaudheyas, Arjunayanas and Кыйаз (M. Mitchiner 
1976:644). From western sources we hear about the 
hard-fought resistance of an Indian Punjab tribe to 
Alexander's invasion under their king Poros; possibly 
it was the tribe of the Pauravas. Under Indo-Greck/ 
Indo-Scythian pressure the Pauravas like other tribes 
were forced to migrate eastwards. Their scanty 
coinage was issued in the Ist century BCE or early Ist 
century CE. 

Altogether less than ten Paurava coins have been 
published. Allan listed seven of them under the 
category ‘uncertain coins’ (BMC, nos. 30-36). Their 
obverse depicts lion with raised curled tail standing to 
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fight, a curved line on the left and a Brahmi legend 
around. The reverse shows a bushy tree in a square 
railing; left of the tree is an Indradbnuja and the 
Kharosthi letter -Ra, on the righta horizontally divided 
circle and the Kharosthi letter — Bla, The Brahmi 
legend contains the royal title Кайо together with a 
Personal name and the name of the tribe. Mitchiner 
(1975-76, type 602-604) was the first to identify the 
tribal name in the legend as referring to the Paur; 
he identified two different kings the names of which 
he read as Datamitra and Vijayanaya. The BM coin pl. 
XLVI, no.1, was read by Mitchiner as Кайо Porarasa 
Datamitasa. Later the author had proposed to read the 
personal name as Idatamitra (Bopearachchi and Pieper 
1998: 145). Recently Handa (2007: 95) referred to the 
same specimen amending the reading of the name as 
Imdrotamitra. As for the personal name on the BM 
coin pl. XLVI, no.2, Handa recently suggested the 
reading iya explaining that “Yayi/ Yayi in 
Sanskrit means horse fit for astamedba or any sacrifice. 
would therefore mean ‘of onc 
amedha horse or any sacrifical 


A specimen of the type BMC, pl. XLVI, no.6, with 
the partially preserved personal name was initially read 
as -hamdamitasa (Bopearachchi and Pieper 1998, pl.22, 
nol). Handa (2007: 96) proposed to read the 
inscription on the concerned BM coin as Кайо Porarasa 
Mahddeva(ea). The BM coin has the first part, the 
author's specimen the second part of the king's name 
very clear. Thus combining the evidence of both 
coins the king's name appears as Mahadamitra. All 
doubts are cleared thanks to a further specimen 
provided by Shailendra Bhandare. That coin has even a 
cleari-vowel mark on the -Ha showing the king's name 
to be Mahidamitra (=Mahindramitra in Sas skrit). OF 
this same king a few square copper specimens have 
recently turned up with the king's name in Kharosthi. 


Mahindramitra 
CATALOGUE 
1386. AE, 4.6g, 18mm 


Obv: Brahmi legend (Кайо Porarasa) Mabidamitasa, 
lion to right 

Rev: Bushy tree-in-railing, Indradbvaja and Kharosthi 
-Bba on left, divided circle and Kharosthi -Ra 
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on right у 
(Piper 2013, na.1146; BMC, pl. XLV, лаб) 


1387. AE 


Obv: 


Rev: As previous 
(Photo courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


1388. AE, 2.55g 


Obv: Lion to right, Kharosthi legend (Ва) 
 Mabidamitrata 

As previous 

(Courtesy Оташ! auction 61825) 


1389. АЕ, 3.13g 


Rev: 


Obv: As previous, wavy line below lion 
Rev: As previous 
(Courtesy Todyxulla auction 88#24) 


———0000000-—————- 
Imdrotamitra 


CATALOGUE 
1390. AE, 3.2 


Obv: Lion to right, Brihmi legend (Ravi) Porarasa 
Imdratamitasa 

Rev: As previous but Kharosthi letters -Bhz and 
-Ra change sides 
(Photo courtesy D. Handa, 2007, ph 
BMG, pl. ХІЈЛ, 1, this coin) 


_————0000000————— 


Vijayayayiya 
CATALOGUE 
1391. AE, 2.20g, 18mm 


previous, Brahmi legend (Кай) Porarara 
Vijaya-yayiyasa 

Rev: As previous 
(Photo courtesy Handa 2007, pl. Х 
BMC, pl. XINI, 2, this coin) 


RAJANYAS 


‘The copper coins of this Punjab tribe have a standing 
female figure surrounded by a Brihmi or Kharosthi 
legend on obverse, and a bull to left in rayed circle on 
reverse. Vincent Smith (CIM: 164) was the first to read 
the complete legend as К Janapadase meaning ot 
the Rajanya tribe Rajanya coins are rarely 
encountered; according to Handa (2007: 100) less than 
thirty are known, all round with only one square 
specimen reported. All coins are die-struck although 
the blanks appear to have been cast as it was the ease 


with many series of ancient coins. According to Allan 
(I936:xxiii) most BM coins were collected from 
Hoshiarpur district in the Punjab. Chronologically he 
placed the Kharosthi inscribed group to the 2nd 
and the Brahmi inscribed group to the 
wentionally 


century BCI 
Ist century ВС 
regarded as 
Manda (2007: 101) 
l the object in the deity's right hand as a ball 
ble on BM coin pl. XXIX, 15) and thought the 
represent the local goddess Rijinidevi 
depicted asa lady playing with a hall 


The female figure has с 
¢ Laksmi hold 
ted a different view. He 


present 


ident 


Brahmi legend 
CATALOGUE 
1392. AE, са. 2.0 - 7.8g 


Obv: Standing female figure holding ball-like object 
in her raised right, left akimbo; Brahmi legend 
räjaña janapadasa 
{Erupe 


Rev: Bull to left in rayed border 
(BMG, pl. XXIX, 15-19; Handa class 1, var A; 
photo courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


1393. AE, 6.3g 


Obv: Same but different posture of the deity 
Rev: Bull left 


(Courtesy Vivek Singh) 
Kharosthi legend 
CATALOGUE 
1394. AE, ca.1.0-3.6g 


O 


Obv: Same female but Kharoşthî rajasa janapadasa 
Rev: Bull to left in rayed border 


PUY 
(BMG, pl. XXIX, 13; Handa class 1, var.A) 
1395. AE, ca.1.0-3.6g 


Post-Mauryan Northern Indian Coins 215 


Obv: As previous 
Rev: As previous but #rñañia above bull 
(Handa 2007, class 1, var.B) 


RAJGIR 


Rajgir (ancient Rajagriha), southern Bihar, about 100 
km SE of Patna, is an important historic site of India, 
It was the early capital of Magadha, an important 
political, religious and economic centre surrounded by 
a fortification wall made of huge stone blocks. Trade 
routes linked the Ganges valley with the Deccan via 
Rajgir and the town was a favourite place for Jainism 
and Buddhism as well, Lord Mahavira lived here for 
many years and there are references to several visits of 
the Buddha to this city (B.R. Mani 2014: 601). The 
presiding deity was goddess Jara, one of the popular 
matrikas but Manibhadra Yaksha or Mani Naga was 
greatly revered as well. A Naga sculpture made from 
Mathuri's red sandstone and donated to Rajgir bears 
testimony of the close links between both centers as 
does also a Balarima stone image found at Rajgir (A. 
Ghosh, 1958: 39). 

The local coins of Rajgir date from post-Mauryan 
times and are small rectangular coppers. They are quite 
scarce and only few have been found in the ancient 
ruins of the town. The specimens catalogued by 
Mitchiner (ACW: 579, nos.4597-4608) are from an 
early Sunga period hoard and were associated with 
some early Vatsa coins and Maurya-Sunga UCCCs. 
The reverse of the local Rajgir coins is blank and the 
obverse design is characteristically surrounded by a 
decorative border. Among the obverse designs 
illustrated by Mitchiner are: railed tree, cross-like 
divided square, four-crescent-symbol, lion, standing 
human figure, two standing human figures, scales 
symboland deer or bull 


Tree type 


CATALOGUE 
1396. AE, 2.14g, 14x10mm. 


Obv: Railed tree, taurine on right 
Rev: Blank 
(MACW 4597 variey) 
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Cross type 


CATALOGUE 
1397. AE, 1.65g, 10x7mm 


а E - 


Obv: Cross in round incuse 
Rev: Blank 


1398. AE, 0.76g, 9x9mm 


Obv: Similar but square incuse 
Rev: Blank 
(МАСІ 4598) 


1399. AE 0.97g, 12х10тт 


Ze 


Obv: Similar but cross diagonally placed in square 
frame with decorative border 
Rey: Blank 


Srivatsa type 


CATALOGUE 


Obv: Inside decorative double border ruta 
flanked by two taurines 
Rev: Blank 


Flower type 
CATALOGUE 
1401, AE cast, 2.38g, 14mm 


Obv: Flower in dotted double border 
Rev: Blank 


Scales type 
CATALOGUE 
1402. AE, 1.94g 


Obv: Scales symbol in decorative border 


Rev: Blank 
(MACW 4605/ courtesy Classical Numismatic 


Gallery 13#9) 
Multi-taurine type 
CATALOGUE 
1403. AE 


Obv: Ten taurines around center, double border 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Akshay Jain) 


Four-crescent-symbol type 
CATALOGUE 
1404. AE, c.2.6g 


zn" 


Obv: Four-crescent-symbol 
Blank 
(MACW 4599) 


Human figure type 
CATALOGUE 
1405. AE, c.2.6g 


ne 


Standing human figure 
BI 
(MACW 4602) 


1406. AE, c.2.6g 


lia) 


wo standing human figures flanking altar) 
* Blank 


(MACW 4604) 


Lion type 
CATALOGUE 
1407. AE, c.2.6g 


EN 


Obv: Lion to right, border of taurines 


Rev: Blank 
(MAGW 4600) 
Deer type 
CATALOGUE 


1408. AE, c.1.1g 


Obv: Deer to left, taurine at left bottom 
Rev: Blank 
(MACW 4607) 


SAVITRIPUTRAS 


There was a lot of uncertainty about the indistinct 
devices and the legend of the concerned coin type 
which had been catalogued by Allan as BM coin, pl. 
XLIV, 13. A better preserved specimen of this 
extremely rare type allowed Handa (2007: 105 and pl. 
XXXI, 7) to read the Kharosthi legend as Savitriputre- 
Janapadasa, Referring to literary evidence Handa 
identified the Savitriputrakas as a tribal community 
which had probably lived north of the Sarasvat, 
perhaps in the neighbourhood of the Rajanyas. The 
specimen below is from the collection of Prateek 
Sehdcv and is illustrated here with his kind permission. 
It is the best preserved so far and clearly shows the 
obverse device to be a railed tree with the Kharosthi 
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legend around, while the reverse shows a horse in a 
decorative border. 


CATALOGUE 
1409. AE, Savitriputra 


Obv: Railed tree, Kharosthi legend Sariiriputra 
Janapadasa 

Horse to left inside square decorative frame 

(Handa 2007 pl XXXI, 6-7 courtesy Prateek 

Sede) 


Rev: 


SIBIS 


‘The first coins of the Sibi tribe were published by 
Prinsep as having originated from Chittorgarh in 
Rajasthan on the banks of the Berach, a tributary of 
the Benas and this provenance was supported by 
Carlleyle for his own specimens. Cunningham (BM: 
xxiv) read the Brahmi legend as Маат да Sibi 
Janapadasa, Majhamikaya has been taken as a place 
name, possibly the capital of the Sibis (Handa 2007: 
111). Literary reference suggests that the Sibis were 
originally a Punjab tribe. Under the pressure of 
invaders of the 2nd century BCE the tribe was forced 
to move to Rajasthan; here their coins appear to have 
been issued during the 2nd/ Ist century BCE. 

These coins are hardly ever found in better 
condition. Their obverse shows a centrally placed 
swastika beneath a tree with round base and the legend 
around. The reverse depicts a six-arched hill with ог 
without a nandipada symbol on top and a river below. 
Smaller design varieties have been listed by Handa 
although in view of the incomplete and worn 
specimens uncertainties remain, 


CATALOGUE 
1410. AE, Sibis, 19mm, 4.25g 
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Obv: Swastika with taurine-ends, tree-with-round- 
base, Brihmi legend (Матуа) Sibi 


Janapadasa & 8 = Sibi 
ix-arched hill with nandipada, river below 
(Handa pl. XXXI, 6/ conrtesy Jan Lingen) 


Rev: 


1411. 


As previous 
Rev: As previous 
(Handa pl. XXXII, 91 Stacy's coin 2) 


1412, AE, 3.8g, 17mm 


Аз previous, possibly 
: As previous 

(Hands, pl. XXXI, 8/ courte D. Handa) 
ex Major M.K.Gupta) 


SUKTIMATI 


А round horse/elephant cast coin with a legend that 
had been misread by Cunningham as bahasatimitasa (J. 
Allan, BMC, pl. XX, 1) was later identified as a type of 
Suktimati (B.P. Varma, 2005-06), capital of ancient 
Chedi, situated in modern Bundelkhand. This 
horse/elephant type was published as a Suktimati coin 
by PP. Kulkarni and P. Tandon (2004: 5-6); in that 
paper the authors summarised the little that is known 
about Suktimati, Earlier Kulkarni (1992: 1) had 
published a small horse/ clephant cast copper coin of 
square shape with the legend snimati thereby firstly 
adding Suktimati to the coin issuing city-states of 
ancient India. Subsequently some more types with the 
same legend and a few uninscribed as well have turned 
up. A few punchmarked types have also surfaced but 
most Suktimati types are cast. coppers. Typologically 
some of them bear a certain resemblance to the local 
coins of ancient Kauéambî thus reflecting the 
geographical proximity and a 2nd century BCE date 
seems probable. A few devices such as horse, dotted 


„Ujjain symbol! with unconnected orbs and a whorl. 
like double triskeles symbol are repeatedly found on 
the Suktimati coins. 


Punchmarked types 
CATALOGUE 
1413. AE-PMC 


Obv: Horse, railed tree, six-armed-symbol, Ujjain 
symbol 
Rey; Brahmi legend 3 


imati and Ujjain symbol 


1414. AE-PMC 


Obv: As on 1413 
Rev: Ason 1413 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


1415. AE-PMC, 2.09g, 17x16mm_ 


Rev: As on 1413 but punches are differently placed 
(Courtesy Marudhar e-auction 11 #5270) 


1416. АЕ-РМС 


v: Elephant, river-line-with-fish, Ujjain symbol, 
legend punch ийиш 
Rey: Legend punch ина 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Cast types 
CATALOGUE 


1417. AE cast, 1.0g, 12x12mm 


Obv: Horse to left, inverted taurine on left 
legend Sutimati ü 

Rev: Elephant to left, 'Ujjain symbol" 
Indradhraja on left I 


Brahmi 
above, 


(Kulkarni 1992: 1/ courtesy Міт) Singh) 
1418. AE cast, 0.76g, 11x11mm 


Obv: As 1417 with cruder legend 
As 1417 


(Courtesy Marudbar auction 144836) 
1419. AE cast, 1.58g, 14mm 


Obv: Horse to left, Brihmi legend Sutimali left 
Rev: Railed-tree-above-hill, Indradbnaja on left, 
wheel and taurine on right 
(Courtesy Marudbar auction 15825) 


1420. AE cast, 2.0g 


Obv: Horse to right, Ujjain symbol above 
Rev: Railed tree 


1421. AE cast, 0.88g 
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phant, Indradhraja right, triskeles above 
(Caurtesy Rajesh Nair) 
7 


1422, АЕ cast, 0.48g, 10mm 


Obv: As 1420 but cruder style 
Rev: As 1421 but cruder style 


1423. AE cast, 3.0g, 23mm 


Obv: Horse to right, Ujjain symbol above, Brahmi 
legend Sutimati on top, érivatsa and ,fish-tank' 
оп right, double triskeles at bottom 

Rev: Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol above, railed 
tree on left, Indradbvaja and taurine on right, 
‘ladder’ at bottom 
(Kulkarni and Tandon 2004: 5-6/ courtesy 
 Marudhar auction 1089042) 


1424. AE cast, 4.0g, 25mm 


Obv: As 1423 (fish and oysters inside the tank 
according to Kulkarni and Tandon 2004: 6: 
“The word "Sukii? means oyster and a passage in the 
Mabäbhärata supports this.” Thus oyster farming may 
hare been popular at Suktimati) 

Rev: As 1423 


1425. AE cast, 3.42g, 24mm 
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Obv: Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol and swastika 


(or triskeles) above, Brähmi legend Sutinati on 
дой, chakra on right | 

Rev: Майей tree, hill symbol on both sides 
(Conrtesy Ranjan Yadur] 


LLL 


TAXILA 


‘Fasila was situated about 30 km north-west of 
Rawalpindi in modern Pakistan. lt was one of the 
oldest of the numerous cities of ancient India, situated 
in a favourable position on the eastern banks of the 
upper Indus, on the main trade-route to the countries 
of western and eastern Asia, lt was a huge and strong 
garrison-town, а wealthy commercial centre and it had 
the most famous university of ancient India, ‘Trade 
flourished and 
organized alread 
specialized guilds. Products of many of these guilds 
came to light during the Таха excavations conducted 
by Sir John Marshall (1951). 

Around 500 BCE Taxila lost its independence and 
was incorporated into the Persian Empire by the 
Achaemenid king Darius 1 (521-485 BCE). Under 
Persian influence ‘Taxila developed its characteristic 
punch-marked silver bars, which can be placed among 
the earliest coins of India. When Alexander conquered 
the Persian Empire in the last quarter of the 4th 
century BCE, Taxila came under Greek control. 
Several years after Alexander's death, which took place 
in 323 BCE, his successor in the east, the Seleucid king 
Seleukos I, came to an agreement with the Indian king 
Chandragupta I. From now on Taxila formed part of 
the Mauryan Empire until the decline of that dynasty 
following Ašoka's death in ¢ 232 BCE. At that time 
‘Taxila probably regained its freedom, which it lost 
again when the Indo-Greck king Agathokles 
(190-180 BCE) made Taxila a province of his realm 
(О. Bopearachchi, 1991: 56-9). The Indo-Greeks held 
"Taxila until about 90 ВСЕ when the Indo-Scythians 
took over control, followed by the Indo-Parthians and 
the Киза. 

During the latc 3rd century BCE, Taxila seems to 
have isssued its first local copper coins which served as 
prototypes for Hellenized copies struck by Agathokles 
and Pantaleon as suggested by overstrikes of 
Agathokles on local coins. However, а complete 
termination or a withdrawal of the local coin types is 
unlikely. The series is so extensive and the varieties are 
so numerous that the continued striking of the local 
types seems to have been tolerated by the Indo-Greek 
kings for use in the local trade. In view of the diverse 


coin shapes and techniques of manufacture and the 
diversity of types there obviously was a great demand 
in the local markets for small currencies and perhaps 
different techniques of coin production were in 
parallel use at the same timc. In such a context 
chronological placement within the series needs 
cautious evaluation. 

When “Taxila regained independence in the late 
Mauryan period, it comprised considerable parts of 
the upper Indus region, Therefore the different classes 
of local "Taxila coins were not confined to the city 
itself; they rather circulated in a wider arca. 
Cunningham (1891: 62) tells us for example about the 
thick square clephant/lion coins: “These coins are 
very common, not only in the western Punjab, but in 
the Kabul valley" The collections of Charles Masson 
(E. Errington, 1999: 223) principally acquired from the 
urban site of Begram to the north of Kabul, also 
included a number of different varieties of local Taxila 
copper types. 

Mitchiner (1973B and 1975: 309-11) divided the 
local coinage of the upper Indus region into two 
separate series: Puskalavati and Taxila.. He attributed 
the “thick compact” coins to Puskalavati on the 
western banks of the upper Indus and the “broad 
thin” coins to Taxila on the eastern banks of the river. 
Mitchiner's attributions are mainly based on the 
influence of Greck art on the diverse coin types and on 
typological conclusions drawn from the existence of 
the gold coin of ‘standing female deity/ standing bull’ 
type, inscribed in the name of the city of Puskalavati, 
Thus the large, thick animal types and the large, thick 
standing female figure type are regarded as Puskalavatl 
issues by Mitchiner. The influence of Greek art on the 
animal depictions of the local coinages is certainly 
evident on later issues, but the first animal coins of the 
region were rather derived from purely Indian types, 
ie. from Mauryan cast coppers. Bull, lion and elephant 
appear like on the Mauryan and early post-Mauryan 
cast coins, even if in the course of time the depiction 
of the lion seems to have been shaped under 
increasing Greek influence. Only the horse seems to 
have been adopted directly from Graeco- 
Bactrian/Indo-Greek prototypes. The bull, 
prominently depicted on the gold type, is only of 
subordinateimportance within the animal series of the 
local coinage and the same applies to the rare 
treatment of the standing female figure. In fact the 
Puskalavati gold coin, as well as a second small gold 
piece of the type thumped bull/ geometric Taxila mark’ 
(BMG, pl. XXXV, no.11) are both isolated specimens, 
and no far-reaching conclusions should be drawn from 


them. This is supported by recent research placing the 
Puskalavati gold coin into the Ist century CE; so it is 
not relevant at all in the context of the here discussed 
coins. And finally the thick compact’ series is not at all 
а homogeneous group, as it comprises animal types as 
well аз mere symbol types. It is well possible that 
different local coin series had been issued in the upper 
Indus region by different mints working at the main 
cities Taxila and Puşkalava but the distinction 
between themis not clear. 

1 am much obliged to many friends who have 
thankfully helped to increase the data base by kindly 
sharing coin images in their possession, For the Taxila 
chapter Lam particularly grateful to Aman Ur-Rahman 
for the warm welcome in his house where 1 had the 
opportunity to study a large hoard of local Taxila 
coins, Many thanks for his hospitali 


and generosity! 
Standing Female Deity Type 
Uniface Coins 


The flowerholding female figure most probably 
represents a deity. It occurs in an artistically amended 
version on coins of the Indo-Greck kings Agathokles 
and Pantaleon who had ruled over Taxila during the 
period 190-180 BCE. 


CATALOGUE 
1426. AE, 13.54g, 23x19mm 


: Pile of rocks, female figure to left holding, 
flower in her raised right hand, her left akimbo, 
hill on right 
Rev: Blank 
(MACW 4393; ВМС, pl. 


1427. AE, 6.43 


XII, nos.5-6) 


20mm 


Obv: Pile of rocks on left, female figure holding 
flower in her right, her left akimbo, hill on right 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rahman) 
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Pantaleon (с. 190-185 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 
1428. AE, 12.55g, 22x19mm 


! 


| 


Obv: Lion to right, Greek legend ВАУЛАЕОУ П 
ANTAAEONTOX, 

Rev: Female deity in Indian costume holding flower 
in her right, Brahmi legend Patalerasa 
(Bopearachchi, 1991, 6A) 

Agathokles (c.190-180 BCE) 

CATALOGUE 


1429. AE, 10.14g, 25x20mm 


Ob: Lion to right, Greek legend BAZIAEQY 
ATA@OKAEOYS, 

Rev: As previous, Brahmi legend lgathirklayesa 
(Bepearachchi, 1991, 10A) 


-——-—-—0000000----------- 
Linga Type 


‘The special placement of the central device inside the 
its shape and its association with the cres 


ident when the object is placed on top of 
а railing in an arrangement of veneration, Further 
support is provided by the inseribed type listed below: 


CATALOGUE 
1430. AE, 10.72g, 18x18mm_ 
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Aga-in-railing, hill, river line 


Rev: Blank А 
(MACW 4384; BMG pl. XXXI, 11) 


1431. AE, 10.4g, 22x19mm 


Obv: Linga-on-railing, hill 
Rev: Blank 
(MACIV 4387/ courtesy Indus ValleyCoins) 


1432. AE, 7.49g, 21x16mm 


Obv: Liñga, hill 
Rev: Blank 
(Mitchiner 1975, 523; ВМС, pl. XXXI, 1) 


1433. АЕ, 8.53g, 26x15mm 


(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 
0000000... 


Diverse Symbolic Type 


Of similar fabric and also struck with a deeply incused 
die are other uniface coppers with diverse symbolic 
devices. 

The symbols seen are trec-in-railing, swastika, 
taurine, river, three-arched hill, 'hollow cross, a 
pyramidal arrangement of rocks, two tendils of vine 
with its grapes and some others, Of all these symbolic 
devices the threc-arched hill and the ‘hollow cross’, 
both well known from the late Mauryan cast coppers, 
are occupying the most prominent place on the local 
coinages of Taxila. The round coins depicting hollow 


cross cither alone or in association with a hill symbol 
are very similar to certain types from the Deccan. But 
whereas these rare Taxila coins are of die- striking, 
technique those from the Deccan are cast coins and 
they are much more frequently encountered. 


CATALOGUE 
Hill, Rocks and River Type 
1434. AE, 7.55g, 21mm 


Obv: Hill on left, pile of rocks on right, river line 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rahman) 


1435. AE, 5.23g, 17mm 


v: Hill on right, pile of rocks on left, river line 
: Blank 

(Courtesy Aman UrRabman) 
1436. AE, 8.88g, 22x18mm 


Obv: Hill, swastika, pile of rocks, river line 
Rev: Blank 
(MACW 4392; ВМС, pl. XD 


1437. AE, 9.71g, 19mm 


Obv: 


Pile of rocks, hill, river line, two grapes of 
vine at the bottom (the vine possibly referring 
to the Dionysos-Bacchus cult) 

Rev: Blank 

(MACIW 4389; BMC, pl. XXXII, 9-10/ 
courtesy CNG e-auction 2138214) 


Tree and Hill Type 


Obv: 
Rev: 


1439. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


1441. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


1442. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


. AE, 7.61g, 23mm 


Hill and railed tree 
Blank 


(Mitchiner1 9754 527; BMC, pl. XXXI, 3) 
AE, 4.21g, 17mm 


: Hill and railed tree 


Blank 


. AE, 10.62g, 24mm 


Hill, railed tree, swastika, taurine 
Blank 


(Mitehiner 1975#526/ courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 
AE, 7.71g, 18x17mm 


Hill, railed tree, swastika, taurine 
Blank 
(Courtesy CNG e-auction 3278821) 


Hill, railed tree, swastika, taurine 
Blank 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 
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1443. AE, 4.86g, 18mm 


Obv: Hill, railed tree, swastika, taurine 
Rev: Blank 


Plant and Hill Type 
1444. AE, 2.6g, 19mm 


Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Indus Valley Coins#7065) 
1445. АЕ, 6.8g, 15x12mm 


Obv: Railed plant (lotus?), hill on right 
Rev: Blank 

(Courtesy Indus Valley Coins #SKU, I485) 
‘Tree and Fish-standard Type 


1446. AE, 6.22g, 18x17mm_ 


223 


Ох: 'Hollow cross’, railed-fish-standard, railed tree 


Rev: Blank 


(rar.BMC, pl. XLIV, 21, there reversed symbols) 


Hill and Hollow Cross Type 
1447. AE, 9.0g, 20mm 
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Oby: Hill on left, ‘hollow cross" on right 
Rev: Blank 
(Mitchiner 1975, 566/ courtesy Indus Valley Coins) 
1448. AE 
c ) C) 
Pd 
Obv: Hill on right, hollow cross! on left 
Rev: Blank 
(Mitchiner 197511 567) 
Hill Type 
1449. AE, ca. 9g 
Obv: Hill 
: Blank 


(Milchiner 19751565) 
1450. AE, 2.9g, 18x13mm 


Obv: Hill 
Rev: Blank 
(Mitchiner 19758533 courtesy Indus Valley Coins) 


1451. AE, 5.23g, 17x13mm 


Obv: Hill 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 


Swastika Type 
1452. AE, 4.83g, 12mm 


: Swa: 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 611120) 


1453. AE, 2.13g, Timm 


Swastika turning left 
Blank 
(Mitchiner 197510 534/ courtesy zem) 


1454. AE, 3.6g, 14mm 


a turning, right 


Obv: Swastika with taurines in corners 
Rev: Blank 
(Mitchiner 19758 571/ courtesy ҳепоН23883) 


1455. AE, 1.31g, 14mm 


Obv: Swastika with taurines in corners 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 


1456. AE, 0.6g, 14mm 


ӨӨ 


Obv: Swastika with taurines 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Indus Valley Coins) 


n corners 


Four Crescent Type 
1457. AE, 3.59g, 9mm 


'ur-cescent-symbol 
: Blank 
(MACW 4397) 


1458. AE, 3.3g, 14x12mm 


Obv: Four-crescent symbol, additional ‘swastika? 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Indus Valley Coins) 
Cross Type 
1459. AE, 1.29g 


iL) 


Obv: 'Hollow cross’ 
Rev: Blank 
(Mitchiner 1975, 574; BMC, pl. XXXV, 10) 


1460. AE, 2.95g, 22mm 


Obv: 'Hollow cross" 
Rev: Uncertain device 
(Courtesy Aman Ur Rabman) 


Pile of Rocks Type 
M61. AE, ca. 4.5g 


LN 


Obv: Pile-of-rocks 
Rev: Blank 
(Mitebiner 19758531) 


Nandipada Type 
1462. AE, ca. 4.5g 


na 
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Obv: Nandipada symbol 
Rev: Blank 
(Майит 19758532) 


Taurine Type 
1463. AE, 


90 


Obv: Taurine symbol 
Blank 
(Mitchiner 19758 575; BMC, pl. 


--0000000----------- 


XV, 6) 


Low-weight Animal Type 
Unifaced Coins 


Similar to the low-weight bifaced animal types the 
series of unifacely die-struck coins depicts the bull, the 
elephant and the lion. Specimens of this series have 
the animal mostly associated with a crescented three- 
arched hill and additional taurine symbol, 


CATALOGUE 
Elephant Type 
1464. AE, 3.16g, 15mm 


Obv: Elephant to left facing hill, taurine above 
Rev: Blank 
(Mitchiner 19758545; BMC, pl. XLIV, 20) 


1465. AE, 1.23g, 14mm 


v: Elephant to left facing hill, taurine above 
v: Blank 
(Courtesy Aman Ur Ralman) 


1466. AE, ca. 2.3g 


OB 
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Obv: Elephant to left 
Rev: Blank 
(Мисте 1975#544) 


Bull Type 
1467. AE, 3.12g, 15mm 


Obv: Bull to left facing hill 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Aman Ur Rahman) 


1469. AE, 2.03g, 13mm 


ӨӨ 


Obv: Bull to left, taurine above and below 
Rev Blank 
(Mitchiner 19758561; ВМС, pl. XXXV 13) 


1470. AE, 2.42g, 15mm 


Obv: Bull half-scated to left, taurine above 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Aman UrRabman) 
1471. AE, 1.25g, 16mm 


Obv: Bull to left, taurine above 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 


1472. AE, ca. 2.2g 


Obv: Bull to right, taurine above, hill below 
Rev: Blank 
(Mitchiner 1975# 562) 


1473. AE, 2.99g, 14mm 


Obv: Bull to right facing hill 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Aman UrRabman) 


Lion Type 
1474. AE, 2.52g, 15mm 


Obv: Lion to left, swastika above, taurine left 
Rev: Blank 
(Mitehiner 19758558; courtesy Classical 
Numismatic Gallery auction 944353) 


1475. AE, 3.27g, 17mm 


> Swastika left 


(Mitchiner 1975#560/ courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 
1476. AE, 1.91g, 17mm 


Oby: Lion to right, taurine 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Aman Ur Ruhman) 


1477. AE, ca, 2.2g 


above, swastika rip 


Lion to left 
evi Blank 
(Mitchiner 19754546) 


Bifaced Coins 


Diverse combinations of ls are seen within this 
series which can be distinguished from the heavy 
square elephant/ lion and elephant/horse coin series 
‘These lighter types w 
irregularly shaped sp 
the lion/bull type in differe 
lion/horse coins are much se: 
placing the same elepl 
facing-hill on obv тке of the respective 
coin. As for a possible Greek influenci specially the 
humped bull on all these pieces is of typical Indian 
style and the lion as well does not bet particular 
Greek art style. 


CATALOGUE 
Lion-bull Type 
1478. AE, 2.54g, 13xI2mm 


e struck on square, rou 


s. Most frequently м 


t varieties, wher 


Obv: Lion to left, tree on left 
Rev: Bull to left, hill above 
(Mitebiner 19758549; BMC, pl. XXXV# 9) 


1479. AE, 2.19g, 14mm 


Obv: Lion to left facing tree, dotted bottom line 
Rev. Bull to left, bottom line 
(Courtesy Aman Ur Rehman) 
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Jon to left facing tree bottom line 
Rev: Bull to right, hill above, bottom line 
(Courtesy Aman Ure Kalman) 


1481. AE, 5.99g 


Obv: Lion to right facing hill, swastika above 
Rev: Bull to right, hill above 
(Courtesy (aral anction 611116) 


1482. AE, ca. 2.2g 


BE 


Lion to right facing railed tree 
= Bull to left, hill above 
(Mitchiner 19758 548/ BMC, phXXXW#8) 


1483. AE, 3.93g, 17mm 


Obv: Lion to right facing railed tree 
Rev: Bull to right, hill above, bottom line 
(Courtesy Aman UrRabman) 


1484. AE, ca. 2.2g 


aao 


Obv: Lion to right 
Rev: Bull to right 
(Mitechiner 1975# 547) 
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Lion-horse Type 


Oby: Lion to left, taurine @) above 
Rev: Horse to left, sun above 
(Майит 19758550) 


1486. AE, 2.62g, 17mm 


Obv: Lion to right facing tree 
Rev: Horse to right on bottom line 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 


Elephant-elephant Type 
1487. AE, 4.67g, 14mm 


Obv: Elephant to right facing hill, taurine above 
Rev: Elephant to right facing hill, taurine above 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rahman) 


Bull-bull Type 
1488. AE, 2.65g, 14mm 


ee 


Obv: Bull to right facing hill 
Rev: Bull to right facing hill 
(Courtesy Aman Ur Rabman) 


0000000... 


Heavy, Square Elephant Type 


The very popular elephant/lion coins and the less 
frequently encountered clephant/horse coins are 
heavy, thick, square die-struck copper pieces which are. 
deeply incused on the lion side. Among the horse types 
a rare variety has the Greek letter 'A' below the horse; 
this letter had been taken as the initial of Agathokles 


(Allan, BMG exxxv). Allan even considered it possible 
that all elephant/horse and elephant/lion coins might 
have been Greek issues struck by Agathokles and 
Pantaleon, whereas Bopearachchi (O. Bopearachchi 
and A.U. Rahman, 1995: 28) proposed to attribute 
them to Demetrius 1. This is not impossible but the 
absence of any legend within such an extensive series 
would at least be unusual for Indo-Greck coins, The 
series could have started as early as 200 BCE; in that 
case it was already well established when the Indo- 
Greeks appeared in the region, 


CATALOGUE 
Lion-elephant Type 
1489. AE, 11.55g, 17mm 


Ох: Lion to right facing hill, swastika above 
Rev: Elephant to left, (hill above) 
(Mitchiner 19758536; BMC, pl. XXX11#23) 


1490. AE, 7.4g, 17mm 


Obe: Lion to right facing hill., swastika above 
Rev: Elephant to left, hill above 


1491. AE, 8.73g, 18mm 


Obv: Lion to right facing hill swastika above 
Rev: Elephant to right, hill above 
(Mitchiner 1975# 537) 


1492. AE, 14.33р, 28х16тт 


Obv: Lion to right facing hill, swastika above 
Rev. Elephant to right, hill above 
(Double denomination) 


1493. AE, 11.49g, 18mm 


: Lion to left facing hill, swastika above 
Rev: Elephant to left, hill above 


(Mitchiner 1975, see 542 for half karyäpana) 
1494. AE, 11.76g, 21mm. 


Obv: Lion to left facing hill, swastika above 
Rev: Elephant to right, hill above 
(Mitchiner 19758538) 


1495. AE, 13.07g, 37mm 


on to left facing hill., swastika above 
lephant to right, hill above 
(Courtesy Aman Ur Rahman) 


1496. AE, 9.44g, 24mm 


Obv: Lion to left, swastika above 
Rev: Elephant to right., hill above 
(Courtesy CNG e-auction. 217Й236/ crude style) 
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1497. AE, 8.22g, 18mm 


Lion to left facing hill, swastika above 
Elephant to right, hill above 
(Swastika is loft-turning) 


1498. AE, 5.13g, 23mm 


to left facing hill, swastika above 
‘Jephant to right, hill above 
(амла lef-turning/ courtesy Aman Ur-Rahman) 


1499. AE, 3.15g, 17mm 


Obx: Lion to left facing hill, left-turning swastika 


above 

Rev: Elephant to right, hill above 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 

Horse-clephant Type 


1500. AE, 10.18g, 19x18mm_ 


Ом: Horse to left, sun above 
Rev: Elephant to right, (plant on r) 
(Мийнет 19758 543; ВМС, pi 


1501. AE, 12.45g, 19x12mm 


Obv: Horse to left, sun above 
Rev: Elephant to right, plant on right 
(Small, thick flan) 


NNI 4) 


mE wg 
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1502. AE, 12.38g, 18mm 


Obv: Horse to left, star above, Greek A below 
Rey; Elephant to left, plant on left 
(BMC, pl. ХХХШ# 7) 


------0000000. 


of Taxila, is a railed pillar 
ith a fish at its top. It appears on a uniface cast type 

where it is flanked by railed 
5 an additional symbol the 
fish-pillar occurs also on the туре depicting a facing 
head with demoniac features; Cunningham considered 
it as “лаға or ‘demon’ as an opponent of 
Buddhism." Less specifically one might describe it as a 
Yaksa face, że. the face of а nature spirit, widely 
worshiped in ancient India. 


CATALOGUE 
1503. AE, 4.85g, 25mm. 


Obv: 


Facing head of a yaksa, fish-standard on left, 
hill above 

Rev: Lotus-on-railing, hill on cach si 
(Mitchiner 19758 579; BMC, pl. 3 
Photo courtesy S. Bhandare) 


1504. AE, 9.81g, 21mm. 


CXIV 1/ 


Obv: Facing h 
hill above 

Rev: Lotus-on-railing, hill on each side 
(Double denomination) 


—— 0000000 


of a yaksa, fish-standard on left, 


Diverse Bifaced 
Symbolic Type 


Another coin uses the same lotus-on-railing device as 
the Yaksa type bur here the other side depicts a hill 
symbol above a hollow cross. Some other coins are 
hardly ever seen: for example the incused cross or the 
cross in relief type. More commonly encountered are 
the coins with a multi-symbol design combining such 
symbols as lotus, hill and swastika on obverse and 
driratsa, hill and nandipada on reverse. The same applies 
to the series of round coins with a three-arched hill on 
cither side; in most cases the hill symbol has another 
symbol at its side such as taurine, nandipada or archway, 
the later shaped like a Brahmi (д. Different 
combinations result ina great number of varieties. 


CATALOGUE 
Railed Lotus Type 
1505. AE, 6.12g, 21mm 


hill on each side 
Hill, hollow cross" 

(Mitchiner 1975# 578; BMC, pl. 
courtesy/Aman Ur-Rabman) 


Obv: Lotus-on-raili 
Re 


СХА 10/ 


Cross and Circle Type 
1506. AE, 5.03g 


Обу: Circle with incused cross inside 
Rev: Void circle 
(Courtesy Vodywalla auction 11441) 


Hill and Cross-elephant Type 
1507. AE, 7.97g 


ddp 


(Mitchiner 19751577; BMC, pl. XXXIIIH2) 
Hill-cross Type 
1508. AE, 9.2g 


o 


Obv: Hill 
Rev: Cross symbol in relief 
(Mitchiner 19758564; BMC, pl. XXXVH7) 


Linga-hill Type 
1509. AE, 4.2g 


Qs 


Obv: Linga-like device 
Rev: Hill with tree-like decorations 
(BMG pl. XXXV# 5) 


Multi-symbol Type 
1510. AE, 4.11g, 18x15mm 


Obv: Lotus, hill, swastika 
Rev: Srivatsa, hill, nandipada 
(Mitchiner 19758 580; BMC, pl. XXXIV# 8) 


1511. AE, 5.15g, 18mm 


Obv: Lotus, hill, swastika 
Rev: Srivwtsa,hill 
(Courtesy Aman UrRabman) 
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1512. AE 


Obv: Indradinaja, hollow cross left, hill right 
Rev: „бида, swastika left, hill right 
(Courtesy Pankaj Mitta) 


1513. AE, 9.42g, 24mm 


Obv: Lotus, hill, ‘hollow cross’, Indradbroja 
Srinutsa, hill, nandipada, swastika 
(Courtesy CNG e-auetion 2174237) 


1514. AE, 7.08g, 24mm 


Obv: As 1513 but symbols change sides 
Rev: As 1513 
(Courtesy Aman Ur Rahman) 


Hill-hill Type 
1515. AE, 2.89g, 17mm 


Ob: Hill, lotus on left 
Rev: Hill, nandipada on left 


1516. AE, 2.89g, 18mm 
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Obv: 
Rev: 


1517. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


1518. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


1519. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


1520. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


1521. 
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Hill, lotus on left 
Hill, nandipada on right 
(Courtesy Aman Ur Rahman) 


AE, 1.88g, 17mm 


Hill, lotus on left 
Hill, nandipada on each side 
(Courtesy Aman UrRabman) 


AE, 1.70g, 14mm 


@@ 


Hill, archway on left 
Hill, archway on right 
(Mitchiner 19758 585; BMC, pl. XXXIV 17) 


AE, 2.11g, 16mm 


Obv: Hill, archway on right 
Rev: Hill 
(Courtesy Indus Valley Coins) 


1522. AE, 3.07g, 18mm 


Obv: Hill, taurine on right 
Rev: Hill, taurine on right 
(Mitchiner 1975#583; BMC, pl. XLIV#17) 


1523. AE, 0.86g, 14mm 


Obv: Hill, taurine on right 
Rev: Hill, taurine on right 
(Courtesy Aman UrRabman) 


1524. AE, 1.74g, 14mm 


Hill, archway on left 
Hill, archway on left 
(Mitchiner 19758584 courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 


AE, 2.51g, 16mm 


Hill, archway on right 
Hill, archway on right 
(Courtesy Aman UrRabman) 


АЕ, 2.7g, 14mm 


Obv: Hill, taurine on left 
Rev: Hill, taurine on left 
(Mitebiner 1975, 581/ courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 


1525. AE, 1.22g, 12mm 


Obv: Hill, taurine on right 
Rev: Hill, taurine on left 
(Mitchiner 1975#582/ courtesy Aman Ur-Ralman) 


1826. AE, 1.3g, 10mm 


eO 


Оһ 
Rev: 


1527. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


1528. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


1529. 


ий 
Hill, taurine on right 
(Courtesy Indus Valley Coins) 


AB, 1.62g 


иш 
Hill flanked by two taurines 
(CaurtesyMitresh Singh) 


AE, 2.70g, 17mm 


(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 
AE, 0.58g, 10mm 


иш 
Hill 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen small denomination) 


. AE, 1.65g, 14mm 


Hill, railed tree on left 
v: Hill, river line 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 


AE, 3.4g, 19mm 


Till, railed tree on right 


з Hill 


(Courtesy Indus Valley Coins) 


Hil 


1532. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


Оі 
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taurine Type 
AE, 2.14g, 17mm 


Hill 
Taurine 
(Mitchiner 1975# 573; BMC, pl. XXXIV, 13) 


1533. AE, 1.80g 


09 


ill, small taurine counter-marked 
Taurine, small hill counter-marked 
(Mitchiner 19758572) 


swastika Type 


1534, 


Obv: 


Rev: Š 


. АЕ 


ий 
wastika 
(Mitchiner 19754568/ courtesy Jobn Horan) 


1535. AE, 3.03g 


Hill, small swastika counter-marked 


istika, small hill counter-marked 
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(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 19816) 
1536. AE, 3.45g 
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Obv: Swastika, small hill and taurine (9) c/m 
ake-like symbol above double crescent 
‘ourtesy Rajgor's anction 4281) 


1537. AE, 2.3g, 10mm 


Obv: Swastika 
Rev: ‘Hollow cross" 
(Courtesy Indus Valley Coins) 


Tree - four crescent Type 


1538. AE, 3.9g 


JO 


Obv: Railed tree, swastika, taurine 
Rev: Four-crescent-symbol in circle 


(ВМС, рі XXXV, 12) 
Hill-tree Type 
1539. AE, 3.16g, 14mm 


Obv: Railed tree, taurine on each side 


Rev: Hill 
1540. AE, 2.98g, 16mm 


Obv: Railed tree flanked by taurines 
Rev: Hill 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 


Hill-tree with Human Figures Type 
1541. AE, 1.0g, 12mm 


Obv: Railed tree, human figure on each side 
standing towards the tree 

Rev: Hill 
(Courtesy Indus Valley Coins) 


1542. AE, 1.28g, 13mm 


Obv: As 1541 but with additional hill, swastika and 
Indradbvaja above 

Rev: Hill 
(Courtesy Pankaj Tandon) 


Obv: Railed tree with seated human in profile on 
left frontally facing on left and seated human 
face on right with arms raised; hill, taurine, 
swastika and Indradhraja around. 

Rev. Hill 


(Ashmolean Museum courtesy ShailendraBhandare) 
Hill-pile of rocks Type 
1544. AE, 3.28g, 14mm 


Obv: Hill 
Rev: Pile of rocks, railed tree right, river below 
(Mitchiner 19751586; BMC, pl. XXXIV#16) 


1545, AE 


Ом: Hill 
Rev: Pile of rocks on bottom line, 
tt, river below 


1546. AE, 1.9g, 15mm 


railed tree on. 


Obv: Hill 
Rev: Pile of rocks on bottom line, river below 
(Courtesy Indus Valley Coins) 


1547. AE, 3.0g, 15mm 


Obv: Hill, archway on left 
Rev: Pile of rocks 
(Courtesy Indus Valley Coins) 


1548, AE, 1.16g, 13mm 


Obv: Hill 
Rev: Tree rising from bottom line, pile of rocks on 


right 
—— 0000000-— 


Diverse Low-weight Bifaced 
Animal Type 


A scarcer type within this series depicts a prancing 
horse on obverse and a pile of rocks and railed tree on 
reverse. A rare coin is also the type with the two bulls 
facing each other; specimens with a clear reverse 
design are unavailable but from what can be identified 
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it is a multi-symbol design combing hollow cross, hill 
and other devices. Quite common are the 
clephant/hill coins with the elephant standing to right; 
only in some rare cases the elephant is standing to left. 


CATALOGUE 
Horse-pile of rocks Type 
1549. AE, 2.84g 


Ol 
Rey 


Jorse to right, sun above 
Railed tree on right, pile of rocks on left 
(Rajgor's auction 30#23) 


1550. AE, 1.9g, 15mm 


e 


Obv: Horse to right 
Rev: Pile of rocks 
(Mitchiner 1975, $63] courtesy Indus Valley Coins) 


Elephant-hill Type 
1551. AE, 2.95g, 14mm 


@@ 


Obv: Large elephant to right 
Rev: Hill 
(BMG, pl. XXXIV, 18) 


1552. AE, 2.60g, 15mm 


Obv: Small elephant to right in round incuse 
Rev: Hill 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rahman) 
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1553. AE, 1.48g, 13mm 


(Courtesy Aman UrRabman) 
1554, AE, 2.43g, 14mm 


Obv: Elephant to left 
Rev: Hill 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rahuan) 


1555. AE, 3.78g 


Obv: Elephant to right 
Rev: Three-arched hill 
(Bombay auction 10821) 


Hill-goat Type 
1556. AE, 1.8g, 14mm 


Obv: Goat to right incused (Mauryan prototype) 


Rev: Hill symbol incused 
Facing Bulls Type 
1557. AE, 1.66g, 16mm 


Obv: Two bulls facing each other 


Rev: Hill, hollow cross’ and indistinct symbols 


(compare BMG, pl. XLIV, 26) 
—————0000000............ 


Inscribed Linga Type 


Ason the anonymous types listed above the liñga here 
as well is placed within a railed structure indicating 
place of worship. The Brihmi reverse legend is 
arranged in two lines; A recently surfaced specimen 
from Jan Lingen’s collection allowed Harry Falk now 
to revise an carlier reading (Pieper 2015: 35-36).The 
new reading is Lo-ba.gi-r-ya meaning ‘of the iron hill 
Patañjali referred to the Siva-bhágavatas as carrying 
iron lances. Along with the pictorial evidence of the 
coins an interpretation of ‘a place of the iron hill! as a 
Saivite cult place would thus be easily comprehensible, 


CATALOGUE 
1558. AE, 7.57g 


Obv: Lifiga-in-railing, river line below 
Rev: Brahmi legend /ohagi/ riya) 
(Senior 2001, vol.2: 233/Pieper 2015: 35-36) 


1559. AE, 7.51g, 18x15mm 


ФИ 


-in-railing, river line below 
Rev: Brihmi legend part...riyä 


Negama (guild) Type 


Many inscribed coins are regarded as issues of the 
various trade guilds of Taxila, particularly when they 
are bearing the word nemê or тата. The Brühmi 
word Negamā (Nekame in Kharosthi) corresponding 
to Sanskrit лајт), is linking these coins to trading 
and guild activities (Allan, BMC: exxvi). The reverse of 
such Negami coins shows different names such as 
dojaka, rilimasa, atakataka or kadare-nekame, written 
cither in Brahmi or in Kharosthi, frequently in 
association with a steelyard- the latter an adequate 
device for a mercantile token or coin. It may be that, as 


Allan thought, these different names refer to different 
guilds, market districts or quarters of Taxila. One type 
shows the Brihmi obverse legend лдаа mita and the 
steelyard on its reverse (Mitchiner 1975, type 555) 
CATALOGUE 


1560. AE, 7.0g, 17x16mm 


Obv: Steclyard below Brahmi legend negama 
Rev: Square railing, taurine on each side 
(Senior 2001, vol 2: 233) 


1561. AE, 6.0g 


Obv: Steelyard above Brahmi legend ngama 
Rev: Square railing, taurine on each side 
(Courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


1562. AE, 7.7g 


Obv: 


Brühmi legend negama above bull, Indradbvaja 
on right, dotted device on top. 

Rev: Indo-Greck monogram, dotted device on 
right, Kharosthi левата) above 

(Courtesy Shinji Hirano) 


1563. AE, 7.60g, 18mm 


тата above bull, Indradbeaja on right, 
uncertain devices on top 

Rey: Indo-Greek monogram, dotted device on 
right, Kharosthi лата above 
(Courtesy Aman Ur Rabman) 
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1564. AE, 7.7g, 22mm 


Obv: Brahmi legend ngama 

: Brahmi legend dyaka 
(Mitchiner 1975, 551; ВМС, pl. XXXI, 6/ 
courtesy Girish Sbarma) 


1565, AE, ca.7-8g 


BY 
EEA 


Obv: Brahmi legend ngama 
: Kharosthi legend dojaka, steel yard below 
(Mitehiner 1975, 552; BMC, pl. XXXI, 2) 


1566. AE, ca.5g 


: Brühmi legend ngama 
Brahmi legend ralimasa 
(Mitchiner 1975, 553; BMC, pl. XXXI, 1) 


1567. AE, ca.5g 


AA+ 
oa 


Obv: Brahmi legend nma 
Rev: Brahmi legend afakataka 
(Mitchiner 1975, 554; BMC, pl. ХХ 


1568. AE, ca.5g 


Obv: Steel yard above Brahmi legend ngama 

Rev: Kharosthi legend mgawa, Greek monogram 
and dotted device below (see ngama bull type) 
(Courtesy Todyuulla auction 31814) 
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1569. AE, ca.5g 


= NA 
Pal 


Obv: Brihmi legend ngama misha 
Rev: Blank 
(Mitchiner 1975, 555) 


1570. AE, 7.3g 


GI) 
vhi 


Obv: Kharosthi legend kadare nekame 
Rev: Blank 
(Mitchiner 1975, 556; BMC, pl. XXXI, 9) 


0000000... 
Inscribed Wheel Type 


Very different from the dic-struck Negamá coins are 
the wheel type cast specimens with a Kharosthi legend 
conventionally read as pamcanckame ( the five guilds) 
Earlier Harry Falk(Pieper 2013, 1104) had tentaively 
proposed the alternative reading pacaladamma, In the 
light of other specimens with clearer legends he now 
ammended the reading to p(r)acala-kamma 
correspoding to Sanskrit pracala-karma with pracala 
meaning ‘moving’ or ‘transport’. The legend thus 
means as much as ‘task or karma of moving’ and a 
possible link to the depiction of a chakra on obverse 
could be discussed, 


CATALOGUE 
1571. AE, cast, 5.36g, 19x18mm 


Oby: Hill above wheel 

Rev: Swastika flanked by nandipadas, Kharosthi 
legend conventionally read as parcanekame 
(Ethe five guilds), new alternative reading 
P(rjacalaka(n)ma proposed by Harry Falk 
(MACW 4423; BMC, pl. XXXI, 11-16) 


0000000... 


Facing Elephant and 
Hill/tree Type 


The facing elephant type with horse reverse has a 
Kharosthi legend in the two varieties Airañasame or 
došana which could represent Taxila region place 
names according to Allan (BMC, cxxxii). Mitchiner 
(1978: 560) refers to the legend of the second variety as 
doyakadeta. 

Another type with the legend 4irañasame has a six- 
arched hill with a solar symbol above on obverse and a 
plant with the legend below on reverse. This latter type 
had been imitated by Agathokles who replaced the 
plant by a railed tree and added his name in Kharosthi 
letters below the hill symbol. A hitherto unpublished 
type from the Shinji Hirano collection, which is listed 
below, proves that Agathokles in a first step used local 
coins in circulation marking them with his own name 
and the additional word biratasame. 


CATALOGUE 
Facing Elephant Doyakadesa (?) Type 
1572. АЕ, 6.8g, 27x21mm 


Rev: 


Kharosthi legend above left hill 
(MACW 4426; BMC, pl. XXXIV, 4/ the legend 
bas been read as doyahadesa but this is doubtful 


In a personal communication Harry Falk proposed the 
reading Damshadate,) 


Hirafiasame Type 
CATALOGUE 
Anonymous 
1573. AE, 8.52g, 21mm 


Obv: Frontally facing elephant, railed tree on right, 
(hill and ‘hollow cross! on left?) 

Rev: Blank 
These coins appear to be anepigrapbie companions to 
‘the inscribed facing elephant types. 
(Courtesy Aman UrRabman) 


1874. AE, 5.76g, 21mm. 


rontally facing elephant, symbols) 
Blank 


(Courtesy Aman UrRabman) 


-plant Type 
1875. AE, 2.94g 


өө 


Obv: Hill, sun above 

Rev: Plant (lotus?), Kharosthi legend biraasame 
(Mitebiner 1975, 155/ Album auction 1081117) 

Agathokles Type 


1876. AE, ca.5g 


Obv: Hill, sun above, Kharosthi legend 
akathukreyasa 

Rev: Railed tree, Kharosthi legend hiratlasame 
(Mitchiner 1975, 156/ courtesy Todywalla anction 
31813) 


Local Hill and Tree Type Restruck by 
Agathokles 


1577. AE, 10.60g 


Obv: Incused square center with hill and railed tree; 
Kharosthi legend akathukreyasa in horizontal 
line at top and hirariasame in vertical line on 
left. 
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Rev: Blank 
(Apparently Agathokles used this popular local 
Taxila region type and put bis legends on it before he 
issned the bifaced bill Í railed tree type with the same 
legend but distributed on obverse and reverse). 
(Photo courtesy Shinji Hirano collection) 


Vatasvaka Type 


‘The round, unifacely stru а coins have been 
discussed by K.K. Dasgupta (1974: 28-37) as possible 
issues of the Aévaka tribe known from Indian 
literature but such an attribution is very speculative. 
‘The name is more probably another place name in the 

xila region which is supported by provenance and 
hoard association, 


CATALOGUE 
1578. AE, 8.01g, 24mm 


Obv: Female figure above taurine in gesture of 
salutation towards centrally placed hill, below 
which is arranged a pile of rock; on 1, Brahimi 
legend rafasraka 

Rev: Blank 
(Mitcbiner 1975, 588/ BM, pl. XXXIX, 1/ 
photo courtesy Атап Ur-Rahman) 


Taxila Region Lead and 
Silver Plaque 


This lead object and the silver plaque. 
hoard of local Taxil 
the 4th century BC 


oins containing spe 
to Ist century BCE. ‘The hoard 
belongs to the collection of Aman Ur-Rahman who 
kindly made it available for this publication. 


CATALOGUE 
1579. LEAD, 16.40g, 25m 


240 Ancient indian Coins 


Obv: Lion right in round incuse 


Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rabman) 


1580. AR, 3.78g, 20mm 


Te 


hr md 
О Уу 
GOR) 


Obv: Two horses facing cach other, Indrudbangja, 
swastika, hill and ‘hollow cross" 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Aman Ur-Rahman) 


—————0000000-—-——— 


Taxila Region Gold Туре 


‘The Puskalavati gold coin, as well as a second small 
gold piece of the type humped bull/ geometric Taxila 
mark’ (ВМС, pl. XXXV, no.11) are both isolated 
specimens, and no far-reaching conclusions should be 
drawn from them. This is supported by recent research 
placing the Puşkalavatî gold coin into the Ist century 
CE; soitis not relevant at allin the context of the carly 
local Taxila region types. 


CATALOGUE 
Bull Type 
1581. AV, 2.16g, 14mm 


u M» 
Obv: Bull to left, taurine symbol on left 
Rev: "Taxila symbol" 


(BMG, pl. XXXV, 11;Mitcbiner 1975, 163 / 
courtesy CNG auction 1008235) 


Pushkalavati City Goddess Type 
1582. AV, 4.28g, 17mm 


: Bull to right, Greek legend TAUROS above, 
Kharosthi legend ushabbe (Sanskrit opishabha 
7 bull) below 


Ob 


Rev: Standing city goddess, Kharosthi legend 
pakbalavatidevata on right and druprasaya 
on left 
(Mitchiner 1975, 162 [courtesy CNG Triton. 
XV#1365) 


TRIGARTAS 


‘The Trigartas were а tribe located north-east of 
Jalandhar and Hoshiarpur between the rivers Ravi and 
Sudej (Handa 2007: 121). “Jalandhar and Trigarta 
seem to have been synonymous” (J.Allan,1936:cxl). 
They were neighbours of Audumbaras and Kunindas 
and are mentioned along other republics of the 
Punjab in the Mahabharata and the Brbatsambita. Only a 
single coin type of this tribe has come to light 
inscribed in Brahmi and Kharosthi (BMC, pl. XXIX, 
10) probably issued in the first century BCE, Allan 
read the Brahmi reverse legend as Traéata Janapadasa. 
‘This legend is arranged in two horizontal lines above 
and below a row of three symbols all inside a square 
dotted border. The obverse shows a temple and a 
Kharosthi legend - the latter somewhat indistinct but 
probably corresponding to the Brahmi legend. The 
BM coin came from the Punjab region collection of 
JP. Rawlins, 1922. 


CATALOGUE 
1583. AE, 2.78g, 18mm 


Obv: Temple, incomplete Kharosthi legend on right 
and left probably reading trakatajanapadasa " 

Rev: Three symbols in center, Brahmi legend 
frakataja- napadasa in two horizontal lines 
above and below, all in square dotted border 
(Handa 2007, pl. XXXI11/ photo courtesy 
Shailendra Bhandare) 


1584. AE 


Obv: Temple with Brihmi 1с; ta Јама; 
jeft aad right of the ae Cn afore 
Rev: Railed tree, таа and Indradinoja on right, 
indistinct symbols on left 2 
(Coin seen in trade] photo courtesy Sharod Sharma) 


—T—c SIuvL>— 


UDDEHIKAS 


Handa (2007: 124) informs that a few of the very rare 
Uddehika coins have been found near Raith im 
Rajasthan between Chittor and Jaipur where the 
Uddehika people appear to have been located. Their 
square copper coins are known in two different types 
only. One type (BMC, pl. XXXV, 16) has theBrihmi 
legend udebuki below and a row of three symbols on 
top representing "Ujjain symbol, fish-tank and railed 
tree; its reverse has a bull to right with a horizontally 
placed railed tree above. The second type (BMC, pl. 
XXXV, 17) bears the personal пате Suyamitra 
together with the tribal name and the row of symbols 
at the bottom; its reverse has an elephant to left and is 
countermarked by an incompletely visible symbol. As 
for the dating Handa follows Allan who placed these 
coins to the early 2nd century BCE. 


CATALOGUE 


Bull Type 
1585. AE, 5.18g, 20mm 


Obv: "Ujjain symbol, fish-tank and railed tree, 
Brahmi legend Udebaki below 

Rey: Bull to right, railed tree on its side above 
(photo courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


Elephant Type 
1586. AE, 3.46g, 18mm. 


Obv: Brahmi legend Udebaki on top, Suyamitasa 
below; row of symbols at the bottom of 
which "railed tree’ and fish-tank are visible 
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Rev: Elephant left, rest indistinct; countermark 
(possibly Indradbraja) on top left 
(BMG, pl. XXXV, 17) 


VEMAKA 


‘Two different types of silver drachms and one copper 
type of the Vemaka tribe of the Punjab are known 
which probably were issued during the Ist century 
BCE. All these coins are extremely rare. One silver 
type was issued by Rudravarman (BMC, pl. XIV, 13), 
the other by Bhavavarman (Handa 2007, pl. XXXIV, 
3). Analogous to other Punjab region silver drachms 
these coins bear legends in Brahmi on one side and in 
Kharosthi on the other. Both kings are using the royal 
title together with their personal name, the victorious 
epithet njayaka and a reference to the name of their 
tribe. The first Vemaka silver specimen ever 
discovered was described by Cunningham and is 
housed in the Lahore Museum, the specimen in the 
BM being an clectrorype. It is a coin of Rudravarma 
with the legend туйо enukitarudranarmasarjayaka and 
it was found together with Kuninda silver drachms and 
drachms of the Indo-Greck king Apollodotos (1) 
Philopator (Handa 2007: 127), A second specimen of 
Rudravarman's silver type is known from the private 
collection of Jan Lingen. The silver drachm of 
Bhavavarman is unique and was detected and first 
published by Devendra Handa in 1993. 
Bhavavarman's bull-clephant type, inspired by Indo- 
Greek prototypes, is in principle the same as that of 
Rudravarman and except for the different personal 
names the legends are also the same. The typology of 
the coins and the names are expr of the Saivite 
leanings of thesc rulers. 

Apart from the two silver types a s 
type can be attributed to the Vemakis (BN 
14) which shows an elephant to right with Bri 

nd around on obverse and а bull to left with 
and swastika above and Kharosthi legend 
around. Controversial views have been exchanged 
concerning the reading of the obverse legend but 
Handa's reading rajo remakisativaghoshaa, based on 
several new specimens (Handa, 2012), convincingly 
identifies the issuer as Sivaghosha, the third known 
Vemaki ruler so far. 


CATALOGUE 


Rudravarman 
1587. AR, 2.53g, 16mm 
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(bv: Hlephant o tight, bottom line below, tri 
axe n right, гни! legend starting at 9 

lock. туи» vomakicarndrararmasaripnyakae 
wy line below, lotus right, 
«d Ruta Vamukia Raebanarntata 
jaya (vijayaya in the exergue) 

(UMC, pl. NIV, 13; Hands 2007, pl. XNXIV2 

‘his coin conte Jan | реп collection) 


Revs Bull to right, 
Khirosthi le 


Whavavarman. 


1588, AR, 18mm 


Ohv Similar but elephant is holding parasol and 
trident axe is rising, from a vessel which is 
placed on a square platform, Brähmi legend 
туйо wnvakivablhavararmasavijayaka 

Rev; Same hut Kharosthi legend 
muanamkisulararurnutarijayayt 
(Courtesy Derendral landa 2007, pl. XXXIV, 3) 


osha 


АЕ, 1.97g, 15x14mm 


Obv: Elephant to right holding flower (lotus), 
trident on right, incomplete inverted nandipada 
above, Brihmi legend Raja 
Vemakisatinayboshasa 

Rev: Bull to left, nandipada and swastika above 
(Courtesy Devendrat landa 2012, coin 4) 


1590. AE, 2.12g, 14x13mm 


Obv: Similar to 1589 but legend starting with Raya 
Rev: Kharosthi legend part Sisugboshasa on top 
(Courtesy Derendral landa2012, coin 5) 


VRISHNIS 


‘The only known silver coin of this Punjab tribe had 
been published by Cunningham (BMC, 
epicts a nandipade standard with oppositely arra 
«d elephant and Brih 

aphpirajjiapasyalralararyo he word Raja means a 
Kshatriya, a warrior king, which in view of the 
Vaiynavite typology has been taken as a reference to 
Visudeva-Krsua, mythological hero and saviour of 
the Уру clan ( landa, 2007: 141). The reverse has а 
corresponding legend in Kharosthi arranged around a 
twelve-spoked wheel, convincingly interpreted. as 
Vissucleva- Krypa!s chakra by J.N.Banerjea (1956: 131). 

‘The Vrshoi clan appears to be identical with the 
Satvats (Satvatas) according to Puranic evidence and 
their homeland seems to be the Haryana-Punjab 
region, even if in a later phase of their history they are 
said to have settled to the Mathura region, Evidence 
for the presence of the tribe in the Punjab is the fact 
that many Vrshoi seals have been surfaced from Sunet 
near Ludhiana, Vásudeva-Krsna. was deified by his 
followers and the Bhagavata cult around this hero-god 
soon included his elder brother Balarima-Samkarsana, 
Visudeva's son Pradyumna and Pradyumna's son 
Aniruddha. "Their followers revered them, with 
Visudeva-Krsga as the central figure, as the holy 
Pancaviras of the Vrshni clan. 

"The lion-clephant standard is a device known also 
from many Vrishni seals and scalings together with 
such well known Vaigqava emblems as discus, conch, 
pestle ete. Like them the lion-clephant standard 
appears to be based on some Vaisnavite mythological 
background which has not yet been explained. 

In addition to the silver type we know of a few 
square Vrshni copper types issued in different names 
characteristically arranged in two horizontal lines. 

reverse depicts a wheel representing the 
Vaisnavite chakra. ‘The palacography of these copper 
coins corresponds to that of the seals and points to the 
post-Kusan period thus considerably later than the ca. 
Ist century BCE silver type. 


CATALOGUE 
Vrshni Tribe 
1591. AR,2.07g, 15mm 


protomes of fior 


Nandipada-stardacd in railing with opposite 
elephant and lion protome, Brahmi legend 
Vpshui Rjajta Санаты Tnitirapa 

[spoked wheel (chakru), Kharos{hi legend 


Vpsbui Rajanta Gapasa Tratarasa, dotted border 
around 


(BMC, pl. X171, 5 / Handa, pl. 
1592. AR,2.15g 


nilar but Brühmi legend in lower part 
anticlockwise from 9 to 3 o'clock (I)shpi Raja 
Ganasya Tritinasya 
Rev: As 1591 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 25#16) 


Jiyasa 
1593. AE, 1.60g, 11mm 


end jiya-sasyain two lines 
1 achakra. 
(Handa 2007р. XXX1V,9/ courtesy Ranjan Yadav) 


Vyághra Sena 
1594, AE, 0.79g, 8mm 


Obv: Brihmilegend ryig/nz-tenain two lines 
Rev: Sudarsanachakra 
(Courtesy Devendra Handa 2007, pl. XXXIV, 8) 


Yajña Soma 
1595. AE, 0.87g, 9mm 
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Obv: Brahmilegend yyjta-somain two lines 
Rev: Sudarianachakra 
(Courtesy Devendra Handa 2007, pl. XXXIV, 7) 


YAUDHEYAS 


At the time of Alexander's invasion the Yaudheyas 
were one of the most warlike and strong tribes of the 
Punjab. After Mauryan supremacy th ined 
independence in the 2nd century BCE. "Their first 
coins just bear the legend заміна soon followed 
by the yaudheyānämbahudbiñaka inscribed 
bull elephant types. 

Short invasions by the neighbouring Indo-Greeks 
may have occurred but the Yaudheyas had to face a 
more severe threat when the Indo-Scythian satrap 
Rajuvula expanded his realm from Taxila io the 
Mathura region at the end of the Ist century BCE, 
Handa (2007: 153) holds the view that at this time the 
Yaudheyas had to take refuge in the western 
mountains of the Himalaya, in the Tehri-Garhwal 
region, where the different finds of Allan's Yaudh 
class 3 coins have surfaced, With the nearly complete 
conquest of northern India under Kaniska this 
coinage was brought to an end. This makes a Ist to 
early 2nd century CE for the crudely struck class 3 
coins probable 

The Junágarh inscription of the Ksatrapa king 
Rudradiman indicates that during his reign the 
Yaudheyas expanded southwards, perhaps in an 
attempt to evade Kusina overlordship, and that 
Rudradáman stopped the southern expansion of the 
Yaudheyas (BMC: cli). According to the dates of 
Rudradáman's reign this battle must have taken place 
sometime between 130-150 CE; this corresponds to 
the time of Kaniska who at this time appears to have 
occupied Yaudheya territories. 

With only one exception, a unique silver drachm 
(BMC, pl. XXXIX, 21) all Yaudheya coins are made of 
copper. The find spots of the different coin classes 
provide a picture of expansion and loss of territory 
during the changing history of the tribe. 

Allan distinguished six different classes of 
Yaudheya coins: classes 1, 2, and 5 which he dated to 
the late 2nd/ Ist century BCE, classes 3-4 to the 2nd 
century CE and class 6 to the 3rd/early 4th century. 
However, not all these coins are in fact Yaudheya 
issues, 

Allan's class 1 consists of a group of small dic- 
struck coins from Behat. Bajpai (1973: 90) refused 
Allan's attribution and proposed to attach these pieces 
to Kauššmbi. Handa (2007: 163) also excluded these 
coins from Yaudheya regarding them rather as local 
Behat coins. Typologically as well there is no good 
reason to regard these coins as Yaudheya issues. 
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‘Allan's class 4 consists of only one coin type with 
the inscription Blas between mountain symbol, 
mustika and wavy line with a trident on reverse. A new 
Bhinuva type with a standing Kárttikeya reverse (S.C. 
Kala 1956) appeared in the Lansdown hoard along 
with specimens of a king Rávaga and with Yaudheya 
coins of Allan's class 3. Nisar Ahmad pointed to the 
improbability to find such personal names of rulers on 

issues, the omission of the tribal name and 
the very different typology and thought that Bhánuva 
and Ravana had more probably been local rulers of 
Garhwal than rulers of Yaudheya. The fact that these 
coins are exclusively known from Garhwal supports 
his assumption. 

The only example of Allan's class 5, a small 
rectangular copper coin with a humped bull and the 
legend yandbeyindm above and an uncertain worn 
reversé design should, as proposed carlier 
(Bopearachchi & Pieper, 1998:52) rather be listed as an 
carly variety of the class two baludhditaka coins. 

Class 6 coins, widely distributed between Sutlej 
and Jumna, are evidence of regained control of the 
north-western territories in the post-Huviska period at 
about the end of the 2nd century CE. It is possible, 
though not proved by any material evidence, that a 
number of Punjab tribes, including the Kunindas, 
were incorporated into the Yaudheya realm during the 
3rd century CE. Under Samudragupta the 
independence of the Yaudheyas came to an end. They 
continued to exist as a Gupta vassal state until their 
territories were occupied by the Huns at about the end 
of the 5th century CE. 


Earliest Yaudheya Coins 
(2nd/1st centuries BCE) 


Handa (2007: 165) points to some coins with a very 
early typology. Mitchiner (1976, type 951) had 
published such a specimen with the same babudhdfiaka 
legend as on the bull/ clephant coins, but arranged in 
two horizontal lines with no additional devices on 
obverse; the reverse design is uncertain possibly 
showing traces of elephant and mandipada. A further 
variety (Handa 2007: 166, var. B) shows the same two 
linc legend in a square incuse on obverse and a chakra- 
dbvaja, a whcel-standard, on reverse. A new variety with 
the tribal пате yandbeyandm above a lion is listed below. 


CATALOGUE 
Lion Type 
1596. AE 


Obv: Lion to right, Brihmi legend залатар 


Rev: Indistinct, image unavailable 
(Courtesy Amit Rai Jain) 
Bull Type 


1597. AE, 0.61g, 13mm 


o d war p^ 
ЕВ 


Obv: Bull to right, Brahmi legend yaudbeydindr 
Rev; Indistinct 

(BMG, pl. XLIV, 27; Mitchiner 1976, 950) 
Bull/elephant Type 
1598. AE, 2.72g 


e9 


Obv: Bull to right facing yupa, Brahmi legend 
Joudbeyänäņ 

Rev: Elephant to right 
(Courtesy Rajgor's anction 394416) 


Chakra Type 
1599. AE, 1.55g, 12mm 


Obv: Two line Brahmi legend babudhitaka- 
_yaudbeyindiy in square incuse 

Rev: Chakra-dinaja 
(Handa 2007, pl. XXXVI, 7-8 courtesy 
R. Уайт) 


—---0000009...— 


Bull/elephant 
Bahudhajfiaka Coins 
(Ist century BCE) 


Allan's class 2 coins are of the ‘bull before yupa / 
elephant’ type and originate from Haryana. Through 
the Brahmi word yandbeyind these cast pieces 
unmistakeably bear the attribution to the Yaudheyas 
on them. The second word, which has been read 


habudhiitaka in Prakrit or babudhinyaka in Sanskrit, has 
been interpreted as a geographical term; possibly it 
refers to a place in the Khokmkot/ Rohtak or 
Naurangabad region where most class 2 
have surfaced. A neighbouring tribe, the 


coin moulds 


Ñ rjunáyanas, 
struck a coinage intimately taking pattern from the 


habudbiitaka coins of the Yaudheyas. These coi 
probably were issued in the Ist century BC 

asgupta 1974: 211; Allan 1936: eslix), before the 
udheyas lost their freedom due to the increasing 
power of the Indo-Scythians and the Каа. Richard 
D. Mann (2007: 58-59) refers to stratigraphic evidence 
from Purana Quila and Hastinapura which shows local 
Mathura coins followed by Yaudheya class 2 coins 
followed by Kusána coins. : 


CATALOGUE 


Bull right/elephant to right 
1600. AE-Billon, 3.6g, 19mm 


Obv: Bull to right facing railed yupa, Brihmi legend 
 audbeyinám clockwise and'babudbditaka 
anticlockwise 

Rev: Elephant right, nandipade and banner above 
(BMC, pl. XXXIX, 11; MACW' 4474 / photo. 
courtesy Ganesh Nene) 


1601. 


Obv: Bull right facing railed зира, legend as 1600 
Rev: Elephant right, nandipada and banner above, 
bottom line visible 
(Photo courtesy RanjanYaden) 


1602. AE-Billon, 5.5g 
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Bull and yupa, different style, legend as 1600 
lephant right, bottom line 
(Courtesy Todyralla auction 10815) 


Bull right/elephant left 
1603. Billon, 2.77g 


Obv: Bull and yupa, legend as 1600 
Rev: Elephant left, banner and nandipada above 
(Handa 2007, type 2, pl XXXIX, 2/ courtesy 


Classical Numismatic Gallery 98357) 


Bull left/elephant right 
1604. AE-Billon, 1.48g, 15mm 
& aw 


Obv: Bull to left facing railed yapa, legend as 1600 
Rev: Elephant right, banner and nandipada above 
(Handa, pl. XXXIX, 3) 


Bull left/elephant left 
1605. AE-Billon, 1.42g 


Obv: Bull to left facing railed yupa, legend as 1600 
Rev: Elephant left, banner and nandipada above 
(Handa pl. XXXIX, 4) 


—————0000000-————- 
Karttikeya/Shashthi 
Type Coins 


Allan's class 3 includes the only known silver type of 
the Yaudheyas: it has an impressive representation of 
the six-headed war-god Kárttikeya on the obverse and 
on reverse a female goddess standing between symbolic 
devices. The goddess had been described as Laksmi by 
Allan and other scholars, but Handa (2007: 178) follows 
VS. Agrawal in identifying her as Shashthi or Devasena, 
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the consort of Kirttikeya, which appears to be more 
convincing, The Brihmi obverse legend of the silver 
drachm has been read with slight distinctions but 
generally as bhdgaratasrimino brab 
¿e 'of Brahmanya (a name of 
lord of the Yaudheyas’ Of this silver type only 
Cunningham's British Museum specimen is known and 
has remained unique until today. 


Silver Coin 
CATALOGUE 


1606. AR, 1.68g, 17mm 


Obs: Six-headed Karttikeya, left akimbo, spear on his 
right, Brahmi legend bbiganatosvimino 
brabmanyayandbeya 

Rev: Shashthi with radiate head standing on lotus, 
her left akimbo, her right raised; six-arched hill 
topped by nandipada on left; railed tree on 
right, river line below 
(ВМС, pl XXXIX, 21/photo courtesy D.Handa) 


Copper Coins (Ist-2nd century CE) 


It is well reasoned that Allan listed the crudely struck 
roundish copper pieces to the same class as the silver 
type; they show the same devices and a corresponding 
legend with only the tribal name omitted. These 
copper coins are mostly improperly heated and 
hammered with only parts of the design visible. The 
legend has been restored from several incomplete 
specimens as bhigaratostdminobrabmapyadevasya with the 
additional word kumārasa or kumärasya at the end on 
some specimens. Occasionally the attribution of all 
class 3 coppers has been doubted on ground of this 
additional word. Nisar Ahmad (1985: 110) wanted to 
ascribe these coins due to the appearance of the word 
kumûraya to the Kumara tribe mentioned in the 
Mahabharata; this has been rejected for typological and 
grammatical reasons for example by A.M. Shastri 
(1984A:35-6), 

Within the 'Kãrttikeya/Shashthî' series several 
varieties exist likewise in the depiction of the reverse 
symbols, as also in the depiction of the deities 
especially the number of the heads and their 
decorations; such varieties have been published in 
various journals (A.M. Shastri 1984A; L.C. Gupta 
1985; D. Mukherjee 1983) and have most recently been 
summarized by Handa (2007). The goddess is seen 
with a radiate head or six heads like Karttikeya himself. 


Karttikeya is mostly depicted with six heads but on 
some varieties he appears single-headed or with a 
radiate head. One variety (Handa 2007: pl. XLV, no.9) 
shows a mustika above the railed tree as on the 
Kuninda coins. 

"The Kugága occupation of Yaudheya territories 
appears 1o have forced a north-eastern migration of 
the Yaudheyas to the Tehri-Garhwat region, where the 
different finds of Allan's Yaudheya class 3 coins have 
surfaced (Handa 2007: 153). With the nearly complete 
conquest of northern India under Kaniska this 
coinage was brought to an end. ‘This makes a Ist 
century CE to early 2nd century CE for the class 3 
coins probable. 


CATALOGUE 
1607. AE, 12.22g 


Obv: Six-headed Karttikeya, left akimbo, spear on his 
right, Brahmi legend (bbāga)vatostāmino 
brabmapya(desasyakumarasya) 

Rev: Multi-headed Shashthi standing on lotus, her 
left akimbo, her right raised, six-arched hill 
topped by nandipada on left, railed tree on right 
(Handa 2007, pl. XLIII,1/ courtesy Oswal e- 
auc 488) 


ix-headed Kárttikeya, vase right, legend part. 
devasakumarasabbagara 
Rev: Shashihi, radiate head, usual symbols 

(Handa 2007, pl. XLV, 1/ courtesy Oswal e- 

ac 486) 


1609. AE, 8.71g, 24mm 


headed Kárttikeya, vase, legend part 
: Multi-headed Shashthi, usual symbols 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen) É. 


1610. AE, 10.73g 


Obv: Similar with legend part (бла илаа dera.. 
Rev: Multi-headed Shashthi, usual symbols 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 248379) 


1611. AE, 10.13g, 27mm. 


Obv: Kãrttikeya is single-headed 
v: Shashihi with radiate head, usual symbols 


1612. AE, 9.77g 


: Six-headed Kárttikeya with dotted spear @) 
Rev: Shashthi between usual symbols 
(Courtesy Oswal e-auction 447) 


1613. AE, 7.46g, 24mm 


Ob: Similar, additional three-arched hill 
Rev: Multi-headed Shashthi, usual symbols. 


Post-Mauryan Northern indian Coins 247 


1614. AE 


cadedKárttikeya, legend parts 


ual symbols, snustika above tree 


(Handa, pl. XIV, Rajgor't auction 2448) 


Multi-headed ey 
Rev: Shashthi, tree on left and hill on right 
(Courtesy Parveen Jain) 


1616. AE, ca.2g (small denomination) 


Obv: Six-headed Karttikeya, legend around 
Rev: "Lotus-headed' Shashthî, usual symbols 
(Handa, pl. XLIV, 10/ court 


With a Bird 


An iconographically important ' т 


variety, similar to а coin which Cunningham had firstly 
brought to light, has a small bird placed on 
Karttikeyas left upper arm (Handa 2007, pl. X 
Discussing the sculptural and numismatic association 
of cock and peacock with Skanda-Karttikeya Handa 
(2007: 183) identifies the bird as a cock and dates the 
coin prior to Huviska. 
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CATALOGU! 
1618. AE 


Об: Six-headed Karttikeya with bird on his left 
shoulder, legend part brabmanyadevasya, 

Rev: Š с Shashthi, rest indistinct 
(Handa, pl. XLVI, 1, this coin) 


1619. AE 


Obv: Single-headed Karttikeya, left akimbo, spear in 
his bent right, cock or peacock on right 

Rev: Shashihi standing, both arms bent inwards, hill 
topped by mandipada on left, railed tree right 
(Courtesy Rajgor's auction 288) 


Uncertain Type 


A few other class 3 coins have recently been reported 
by Handa which, though crudely struck and only 
partially inscribed, show the new legend part - 
devasyabiranya, Handa assumes this to be a part of the 
complete legend Bhagaratasvamino 
Brabmanyadevasyahiranyabalavriddiknita which he had 
identified on a unique Yaudheya gold coin from a 
private collection (Handa, 2011: 19-21). The weight of 
this gold piece of Karttikeya/ Shashthi type is about 
8.8g with а 20.5mm diameter; if authentic it would be 
an important addition to the Yaudheya coinages. 
Unfortunately the present owners do not allow any 
Photographic documentation of this gold coin. The 
drawing has been done by Devendra Handa who 
examined the coin personally and itis illustrated here 
with his kind permission. 


CATALOGUE 
1620. Au 


Karttikeya/deer Type 


ologically the deer types are closely linked to the 
‘Karttikeya/Shashyhi’ coins. Both are included in 
Allan's class 3 together with the scarce 'Siva/Shashthit 
and 'Siva/deer coins, Minor varieties concerning the 
additional symbols or the position of the animal are 
known. A major variety is constituted by those 
specimens on which the deer is not associated with a 
railed tree but with a temple building 

Handa (2007; 189 and pl. XLIX, 3) published an 
unusual variety of the 'Karttikeya/decr' type from the 
BACRI hoard with a completely different legend. Its 
obverse depicts standing Karttikeya holding a spear in 
his right, its reverse has a deer to left with a temple on 
left, a swastika and a square vase-like box with 
Indbradvaja above the deer. The obverse legend reads 
bhadrapurusha(ya), interpreted by Handa as another 
name or epithet of Кагиіксуа "like Brahmanya, 
Visakha, Skanda, Kumara etc.” 


CATALOGUE 
Karttikeya/deer to right with hill 
1621. AE, 25mm 


Obv: Six-headed Karttikeya, parts of legend 
Rev: Deer to right, vase and /riratia above 


1622. AE, 8.06g 


Obv: Six-headed Karttikeya, parts of legend 
Rev: Vase above deer, hill on right 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 248581) 


1623. AE, 7.20g, 24mm 


v: Karttikeya with different head decoration 
= Deer to right, hill on right, crude style 


. AE, 8.72g, 27mm 


Obv: Six-headed Karttikeya, parts of legend 
Rev: Railed tree left of deer and vase, mastika and 
Srivatsa above deer 


(Handa, pl. XLVI, 1-5 courtesy Paul Coenen) 


Obv: Kárttikeya, legend around 

Rev: Deer to right facing six-arched hill with 
nandipada on top, Indradbraja ot damaru below 
deer, lotus below hill, vase and wavy line at top 
(Courtesy Jobn Резе!) 


Karttikeya/deer to left and hill 
1626. АЕ, 7.11g 


Obv: Kárttikeya, legend part „да Bhagava.. 

Rev: Deer to left with hill and railed tree above 
(Handa, pl. XLVI, 2/ courtesy Classical 
Numismatic Gallery 248582) 


1627. AE, 8.53g 
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Obv: Lotus-standard right of Kartikeya 

Rev: Deer to left, symbols and wavy line above, 
Indradbvaja ог damaru below deer 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 2488582) 


1628. AE, 6.0g 


Obv: Crude version of Kárttikeya with spear 
Rev: Deer to left, inverted nandipada above 
(Courtesy Todymalla auction 20812) 


1629. AE 


Obv: Crude version of Karttikeya with spear 
Rev: Deer to left, hill symbol on left 
(Photo courtesy Barbara Mears) 


Karttikeya/deer to left and temple 
1630. AE, 3.72g 


Obv: Single-headed Kárttikeya, spear in his right, his 
left akimbo, legend parts around 

Rev: Deer to left, inverted nandipada and vase above, 
temple on left 


1631. AE 


Obv: Single-headed Karttikeya, legend parts 
Rev: Deer left, elaborate temple, ўлка above 
(Handa, pl. LII, 1/ courtesy John Doel) 


6 
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1632, AE 


Obv: Kárttikeya, legend parts 
Rev: Deer left, elaborate temple, ata above 
(Handa 2007, pl. LIII, 3, this coin) 


1633. AE 


Rev: Deer facing temple, vase and swastika above 
(Handa 2007, pl. LV, 3, this coin) 


1634, AE 


Obv: Kárttikeya, legend parts 
Rev: Deer facing temple, vase and swastika above 
(Photo courtesy Barbara Mears) 


1635, AE 


Obv: Six-headed Kárttikeya, legend parts 
Rev: Deer facing temple, sritutsa above 

(Handa, pl. LIT, 1/ courtesy Jobn Резе) 
1636. AE 


Obv: Six-headed Karttikeya, legend parts 
Rev: Deer facing temple, vase above 
(Handa 2007, pl. LV, 2, this coin) 


Bhadrapurusha legend 
1637. AE 


Obv: Karttikeya, Brahmi legend bhadrapuru(sha) 
Rev: Deer to left, temple on left, swastika and railed 
Indradhraja above the deer 
(Handa 2007, pl. XLIX, 3, this coin) 


Karttikeya/deer to right and temple 
1638. AE 


Obv: Six-headed Karttikeya, legend parts 
Rev: Deer right facing railed tree, temple above 
(Handa 2007, pl. LXII, 1, this coin) 


1639. AE 


Obv: Six-headed Kárttikeya, legend parts 
Rev: Deer right facing temple, jriatia and swastika 
above the deer 


(Handa 2007, pl. LXI, 3, this coin) 
-----------0000000--. 


Shiva 


CATALOGUE 
Siva/deer Type 
1640, AE, 9.97g 


Obv: Standing Siva holding trident-battle axe in his 
right, his left akimbo, traces of legend around 

Rev: Deer to left, railed tree on right, hill on left, 
swastika above, wavy line below 


(Handa, pl. XLIX, 1/ courtesy Jan Lingen) 
Siva/Parvati Type 
1641. AE 


Obv: Female seated in /alitésana with right leg folded 
and left leg down, right hand raised and left on 
knee (Parvati according to Handa), 'Gothic 
cross’ on left, legend parts around 

Rev: Standing Siva holding trident in his left 
(Handa, pl. XLIX, 2) 


Chitresvara Siva Type 
(previously listed as Kuninda coins) 


The heavy standing Siva copper type shows the legend 
bhdgavatachitresvaramabdtmanah which has been 
interpreted as a devotion to god Siva. There is no 
mention of the tribal name in this legend which makes 
an attribution difficult. The attribution to the 
Kunindas has recently been doubted. Handa regarded 
this type and also the seated Siva type with Siva resting 
on Apasméra-purnsha (A.M.Shastri 1984:24, fig.1) as 
Yaudheya issues. Shastri restored the legend on the 
seated Siva type as being identical with that on the 
standing Siva type and regarded both as Kuninda 
issues. Pointing to the similarities of the seated Siva 
type with the Yaudheya class 3 coppers with regard to 
crude workmanship, style and hoard association 
(BACRI hoard), Handa regarded the seated Siva type 
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as a Yaudheya issue and in view of the same legend the 
standing Siva type as well, These coins are exclusively 
known from Garhwal-Kumaon region and have been 
found together with Yaudheya class 3 coins but never 
with Kuninda issues. One of Handa's arguments is the 
presence of Siva on these coins; this would fit better in 
a Yaudheya context, with Siva being the father of 
Karttikeya who was the tutelary deity of the 
Yaudheyas (Handa 2007: 251). 1 am following Handa's 
reasoning, involving that these coin types will here по 
longer be listed as Kuninda but as Yaudheya issues. 
Metrologically the seated Chitresvara Siva type fits well 
to the Yaudheya class 3 coins, in contrast to the 
standing Siva type which weighs about 17-18р, A 
metrological and typological inspiration of the latter 
type by tetra-drachms of Vima Kadphises is possible. 


CATALOGUE 
Seated Siva Chitresvara Type 
1642. AE, 9.67g, 20mm 


v: Three-headed Siva holding trident in raised 
right, his left resting on knee, seated with legs 
resting on back of kneeling Apasmdra.purusha, 
оп right standing attendant, Brahmi legend 
(heigaratachitretvaramabitmanah) 

: Deer to right, vase above, Indrad/naja below, 
female figure standing on right 

(Handa, pl. LXXXII, 3) 


1643. АЕ, 11.3g 


Obv: As 1642 
Rev: As 1642 
(Courtesy Sandeep Nijasure) 
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1644. AE. 


Obv: As 1642 
Rev: As 1642 
(Courtesy Jobn Doyll) 


1645. 


Obv: As 1642 
Rev: As 1642 but deer and female to left 
(Honda 2007, pl., 1) 


Standing Siva Chitreávara Туре 
1646. AE, 17.91g 


Obv: Standing Siva holding trident-battle axe in his 
right, left akimbo with big cat's skin over his 
left arm, flower above his left shoulder, 
Brahmi legend (bhigarutachitre)itaramabdtmanah 

Rev: Deer to left, #mtatsa and square above key-like 
symbol above, vase below, hill-above- 
Indradhraja on left, railed tree on right, wavy 
bottom line 


(Handa, pl. LXXVII, 2 rar./ Todywallaanct. 
4187) 


1647. AE, 18.35g, 25mm. 


Ойу: As 1646 
Rev: As 1646 but sntutsa, vase and swastika above 
deer, square below deer 


(anda, М. | NNK, 4 courtesy Jan Lingen) 


1648. 


Obv: AS 1646 

Rev: As 1646 but #rafsa and vase above deer and 
swastika below, lotus above the hill 
(Courtesy Jobn Doll) 


1649. AE, 17.22, 26mm 


ү: As 1646 but star above Siva's shoulder 
As 1646 but sritutsa and vase above deer 
(Pieper 2015: 51, fig, 16/ courtesy Karan Singh 
collection 


---—----—--0000000-...-.---- = 


Post-Kusana Yaudheya Coins 
(3rd/4th century CE) 


Most Yaudheya coins belong to the post-Kusana class 
6 coppers of standing 'Karttikeya with 
peacock/standing female figure’ type. Handa 
identified the female figure as Devasena, consort of 
Karttikeya. There exist three major design varieties: 
Devasena without additional symbols, with flower-pot 
and nandipada and finally with conch shell and /rira/i.. 
The peacock on obverse is mostly depicted with its tail 
hanging down but some specimens show a lifted tail; 
sometimes the bird looks much more like a cock than a 
peacock. The legend on all class 6 coins is Yandbeya 
Сапарда Jaya meaning ‘victory of the Yaudheya tribe’. 
On certain specimens the Brahmi word dii meaning 
‘nwo! and on others the word # meaning ‘three’ is 
added between head and spear of god Karttikeya. 
Usually these legend varieties are associated with the 
reverse symbols: fri with the ‘shell and friratia' variety 


and dei with the lower pot and nandipada’ variety. The 
coins without additional dii or /r usually have по 
reverse symbols. Coins differing from this scheme are 
much scarcer, 

Class 6 coins have surfaced in great numbers 
mainly in the eastern Punjab in different hoards; one 
of the greatest with about 6000 pieces was found at 
Malhana near Sonepat. Other hoards with hundreds 
of specimens are known, M. Kumar (ND 1991, vol.1: 
79-98) analysed a smaller hoard which contained many 
of theabove mentioned varieties. 


Karttikeya/Kushan Style Deity 
CATALOGUE 
1650. AE, c.12g 


Obv: Standing Karttikeya, spear in his right, left 
akimbo, peacock on right, Brahmi legend 


Jaudbeyaganasyajaya 
Rev: Kushan style deity standing to right, dotted 
border 
(Photo courtesy MACW 4706) 


Karttikeya/Devasena 
CATALOGUE 
Without Symbols 
1651. AE, 11.34g, 24mm 


Obv: Standing Karttikeya, spear in his right, left 
akimbo, peacock on right, Brahmi legend 
Jaudbeyaganasyajaya 

Rev: Devasen standing left, her right arm lifted, 
her left akimbo, dressed in long robe, wearing 
earrings, necklace and bracelets; dotted border 
(BMG, pl. XL, 1; MACW 4707) 
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1652. AE, 11.17g, 24mm 


Obv: As 1651 but peacock's tail uplifted 
Rev: Devasená to left 


1653. AE, 11.45g, 23mm 


Obv: As 1651 but posture of Karttikeya differs 
Rev: Аз 1652 


1654. AE, 10.96g, 25mm 


Obv: As 1651 but legend arrangement differs 
Rev: As 1652 


1655. AE, 10.58g, 24mm 


Rev: Devaseni to left, legend part of under type 
Cock Type 
1656. AE, 10.73, 22mm 
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: As 1651 but the bird appears to be a cock 
Devasenā to left 
(8.Врапйувј, Numismatic Studies, vol :135) 


1657. AE, 10.80g, 23mm 


ү: As 1656 
As 1656 


1658. AE 


Obv: As 1656 but bird-on-standard (Еллан) 
Rev: As 1656 
(Photo courtesy Robert Tye) 


Conch and srivatsa Type 
1659. AE, 11.15g 


Obv: Kárttikeya, peacock and legend with additional 
Brihmi word /т on top left 

Rev: Devaseni, conch and йш 
(BMC, pl. XL,7-8/ courtesy Paul Coenen) 


Vase and Nandipada Type 
1660. АЕ, 10.90g 


Obv: Karttikeya, peacock and legend with additional 
Brahmi word dri on top left 

Rev: Devasenā, vase and inverted nandipada 
(BMG, pl. XL, 3-6; MACW 4711) 


1661. AE, 10.92g 


Obv: As 1660 but the bird appears to be a cock 
Rev: As 1660 


—————0000000.——-. 
Yaudheya Coin Moulds 


Apart from the coins more than 30,000 coin-moulds 
of class 6 specimens have been recovered from Sunet, 
A. M. Shastri (Numismatic Studies 4: 95-110) thinks 
that all genuine Yaudheya coins are die-struck and that 
the moulds arc ancient forper's tools to cast Yaudheya 
coins. Being made of terracotta the moulds had to be 
broken after the casting process and therefore one 
such mould could produce only one coin which 
explains the great number of the moulds found. As for 
the extent of forging activities itis interesting to see 
that many ancient Punjab sites had a long tradition of 
forging coins of diverse dynasties. Shastri refers to 
excavations at Khokràkor which yielded coin moulds 
of Yaudheya class 2 coins; there were moulds for 
forging Indo-Greck, Капа, Gupta, Indo- 
Adivariha and Hindu Shahi coins. Such types of 
moulds for making fakes were also found in the T 
excavations (Marshall, 1951, vol.IIl, pl.136, nos. 
53) 

Devendra Handa regards the moulds a: 


minting 


equipment of official mints and holds the view that 
class 2 and class 6 specimens were die-struck as well as 
cast, With the metal content being the same he no 


profit for any forger, Whereas most class 2 coins show 
traces of the casting process this is more difficult to 
for the class 6 coins, There frequently are severe flan 
flaws and large surface voids which theoretically could 
be explained with a possible casting process during 
which the molten metal had not poured completely 
into all areas of the moulds. However, the metal f 
could also have been caused by forceful dic-striking, 
which also had produced the concavity of some 
specimens. This clearly shows that at least such coins 
had been dic-struck. Some class 6 coins also appear to 
be restruck and a few overstrikes on late Kusána coins 


have been reported as well (M. Kumar & H.R. Gupta 
1978: 94-5 and 1980: 16-17), 


CATALOGUE 
1662, CLAY mould, obverse design class 6 coin 


Obv: Incused design of Karttikeya and peacock and 
legend 
Rev: Rough exterior of the terracotta mould 


1663. CLAY mould, reverse design class 6 coin 


Obv: Incused design of Devasenš and conch and 
Srivatsa 
Rev: Rough exterior of the terracotta mould 


MISCELLANEOUS 
COINS OF 
NORTHERN INDIA 


Lead Coins from 
Mughalpura (Haryana) 


Several lead coins originated from the ancient site of 
Mughalpura in Hisar district of Haryana, The use of 
lead as a coin metal was popular in the region; this is 
suggested by related early coin types such as certain 
Kada lead coins and by the Sujyeshtha inscribed lead 
coins from the Sugh region 

Devendra Handa published (2013A: 23) a coin of 
a local ruler Bhavanadi about whom nothing 
known. Handa dates the coin on palacographical 
grounds to about 200 BCE, Both components of the 
name, 'Bhava' and "Мап, suggest a Saivite context. 

"Two other early 2nd century BCE lead types were 
published by Prashant Kulkarni (2006: 4-7); the 
Mughalpura provenance of these types was later 
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confirmed by Devendra Handa (2013A: 24) who had 
documented other such specimens from the local 
collection of R.K. Aggarwal. 

‘The square type among them bears the legend of a 
ruler named Pusyamitra; its reverse depicts an 
arrangement of five symbols, ie, wheel, sword, Ujjain 
symbol, plough and dagger. Kulkarni thought that this 
Pusyamitra could possibly have been the founder of 
the Sunga dynasty, whereas Handa regards him rather 
asalocal ruler. 

The round lead type (Kulkarni 2006:5, no.2) is 
counter struck on both sides; it depicts a standing 
female figure and the Brahmi legend part айдана on 
her right; the reverse has a railed trec between hill and 
swastika. „The round lead coin suggests that 
Mughalpura was probably known as a big mark 
(Prathistána)..." (D.Handa, 2013A: 24). А related 
round lead coin with the same reverse design is known 
from the collection of Sharad Sharma; its obverse 
depicts a horse-rider, a design possibly inspired by 
Indo-Greck prototypes, and the legend 
‘trinandmpatithane. 


CATALOGUE 
Bhavanandi (2nd Cen. BCE) 
1664, LEAD cast, 4.03g, 22mm 


Оу: Nandipada, Brahmi legend Bharanamd? 


dol? 
Rev: Obliterated 


(D. Handa, 2013A, p.23/Mughalpura, district 
Hisar, Haryana] photo courtesy Devendrat lands) 


Puşyamitra 
1665. LEAD cast, 4.62g, 20mm 


Оһ: Brihmi legend Pasumitasa 

Rev: Wheel, sword, "Ujjain symbol, plough, dagger 
(ISP. Kulkarni, 2006: 4, na 1, Haryana for Mahu: 
dead types issued ly a namesake see under Central 
India) 


` 
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Prathistána City Type 
1666. LEAD, 2.40g 


Obv: Standing female figure, Brahmi legend 


 patitbüna GA OL (legend part on left is 
obliterated by a countermark showing a 
standing human figure) 

Rev: Railed tree, hill on left, swastika on right, 
countermark showing a wheel at top of tree 
(P.P. Kulkarni, 2006: 5, no.2/ left legend part may be 
-trinánám as seen by Kulkarni on another specimen) 


1667. LEAD, 2.36g, 17mm 


Obv: Horse-rider to right, wavy line on left, Brihmi 
legend rripónánpatithara 

Rev: Railed tree, threc-arched hill on left 
(Photo courtesy Sharad Sharma) 


1668. LEAD cast, c.g 


Obv: Yakshi between trees 
Rev: Lion-on-hill right, Brahmi legend part Pari- 
(Photo courtesy Shailendra Bhandare/ Punjab region) 


-——--————0000000.-. 


Sujyeshtha Lead Coins 
from Sugh Region 


Different varieties of ancient lead coins from Sugh 
were published by DevendraHanda (2006: 86-94) who 
emphasized that lead appears to have been а very 
popular coin metal during the 3rd/2nd century BCE. 
“Possibly...the lead for these coins may have been 


obtained from Rajpura-Dariba mines in Rajasthan” 
The planchets appear to be cast but the coins were 
struck from dies. АШ have the name Swjetha 
(=Sujyeshtha) who can be regarded as a local ruler of 
the Sugh region. This name is written in carly Brahmi 
characters attributed by Handa to 2nd century BCE. 
The legend is associated with small symbols such 
Ujjain symbol, swastika, hill or railed tree; the rev 
depicts in most cases an animal: lion, horse or 
elephant. 


CATALOGUE 
1669. LEAD 


зе 


Obv: Brahmi legend Swiethasa, AE OU horizontally 
placed Indradiugja above 

Rev: Railed tree on left, "Ujjain symbol’ on right 
(Seen on Facebook, thanks to the owner) 


1670. LEAD, 7.0g, 20mm 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi, Brahmi legend Sujethasa 
Rev: Indradbvaja, swastika, sun, railed-trec all in a 
square incuse 
(Drawing courtesyDevendraHanda 2006, pl. XV; 1) 


1671. LEAD, 2.37g,18mm_ 


909) 


Obv: Swastika, railed-trec, legend Swiethasa 
Rev: ‘Ujjain symbol’ above lion 
(Drawing courtesy Devendra Handa 2006, pl. 
XV,2) 


1672. LEAD, 1.17g, 10mm 


Obv: Uj 


in symbol, railed tree, leg 
R 


Horse to right 
(Drawing courtesy DerendraHanda 2006, pl. 
XV, 3) 


1673. LEAD, 1.65g, 11mm 


end Swjethasa 


Obv: 


Ujjain symbol, ани, legend Sujethasa 
Elephant to left, branch on top 
(Courtesy Handa 2006, pl. XV, 4) 
1674. LEAD, 0.94g, 10mm 
п; 


Obv: Railed tree, Ujjain symbol, аба, legend 
Sujethasa 


Rev: Bull right, swastika on right, symbol above 
(CourtesyHanda 2006, pl. XV, 3) 


-——---000000------- 


Brahmananam Temple Type: 
Mathura Region 
(1st Cen. BCE) 
The legend of this coin has been identified by 
Devendra Handa and interpreted as ‘temple of Siva, 
belonging to the Brahmanas.. Typologically a Mathura 
region origin is suggested. ‘The coin is from a public 


auction and is illustrated here with the kind permission 
of its present owner, Girish Sharma. 


CATALOGUE 
1675. AE, 1.07g, 15mm 


Obv: Brahmi legend (Bra)bmandndmpirifa (s)thana(m), 
standing female figure, her right uplifted, her 
left akimbo, railed tree on right 

Rev: Three rows of dots 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma, ex Kohinoor auction 1815) 


0000000 
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Gomitra of Varana 


PL Gupta had written on this coin type (192 
of which Cunningham had obtained fo 
from Bulandshahar in Uttar Pradesh 


Th 
legend of the ANS coin enabled Gupta to correct 
former readings Капае (Allan's rea 
(Cunningham's reading) to Varina 

As Bulandshahar is named Ba 
chronicles Gupta concludes "ir 
unreasonable to think that this place was kn 
Узгапа in ancient times. This Varina would 
a principality independent of Mathur; 


CATALOGUE 
1676. AE, 5.7g, 18mm 


Obs: From left to right meanderi 
friratta, vailed-trcc, Brahmi 
—Vaninaye, river at bottom 

Rev: Railcd tree in square dotted border 
(BMC, pl. XXIV, 20-21) 


0000000 
Rohilkhand Region 
Snake Deity Coins 


The Nicholas Rhodes' collection contained specimens 
of the Bhanumitra type with a Rohilkhand provenance 
in north-western UP. Other such specimens were 
reported from Almora in Uttarakhand. The female 
deity had recently been identified as a snake holding 
goddess by the author (Pieper, 2017, ND 40:26-28); 
the three-lobed symbol on right maybe taken to 
represent a three-hooded cobra on a square pedestal. 
Most of the few available specimens are inscribed in 
the name of king Bhanumitra but one specimen from 
Jan Lingen's collection (K. K. Dasgupta 1978: 96-97, 
pl. Il, 14) bears the name of a king Vayuvarma. Both 
kings appear to have been local rulers of the 
Rohilkhand region of the pre-Kusana period. 
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Obv: Standing snake-goddess, her left h 
snake in her right; hill on left, 
cobra-on-pedestal on right; river at bottom, 

i legend ryjnobhinumitrasya on top 

Rev: Railed tree (possibly Sj plant) 

(Pieper 2017, Numismatic Digest, ol. 40/ 
‘courtesy Оомийн 124814) 


Vayuvarma 


1678. AE, 11.37g, 22mm 


Obv: As 1677 but legend nyjnoteyuramasya 
Rev: Railed tree 
(KK Dasgupta, 1978, pl. 11,14 courtesy Jan Lingen) 


Diverse Enigmatic Coin Type 


Not much can be said about these differently inscribed 
coins. The samll uniface copper piece with the legend 
Atuma is from the Ranjan Yadav collection and it is 
illustrated here with his kind permission, It may rather 
beatoken than a coin. 

Amiteshwar Jha (2015:39, fg9) published an 
Indradeva inscribed coin from the Lance Dane 
collection with an early post-Mauryan typology. Like 
the uninscribed square cast copper coins of Mauryan 
ог early post-Mauryan period it depicts an elephant 
above a ladder-like symbol facing an Indradingjs; the 
Brahmi legend above the elephant names the issuer аз 
acertain Indradera without any royal title; the reverse of 
this coin bears a railed tree with an Ujjain symbol on 
right and an uncertain device on left. The provenance 
of the coin is not proven; rigin from central or 
northern India like the Sivagupta coin which simply 
bears the legend Saragn/asbe on obverse and a scales 


depiction on reverse. This latter coin as well can be 
dated to the early 2nd century BCE. 

"The attribution of the square copper coin with 
elephant on one side and Brahmi legend 
RajnaSbishudaudratasya on the other side is likewise 
uncertain, Earlier Allan had proposed to read the 
personal name as Shashachamdratasa, Handa's reading 
Shishuchandratasya would make the coin an issue of a 
king Sisuchamdrota, an otherwise unknown local ruler 
of northern India. 
ind Upagoda in genitive case appears on a 
uniface copper cast coin of uncertain provenance 
from the British Museum. The legend is placed 
between a dotted circle and a taurine symbol. It is 
uncertain whether the name refers to an individual, 
tribe ог location, The same uncertainty in attribution 
concerns another uniface dic-struck copper from the 
British Museum with the legend Upitikyà below a 
swastika. Yt was found by Cunningham at Amabrik 
near Mathura. 

In recent years a few lead specimens of square 
shape have surfaced which have the legend Usarasa 
between a horizontally placed railed tree at the bottom 
anda turtle and wheel on top, The other side de 
bull with associated smastikaand taurine symbol, 
coins are from the Gangetic Valley but exact 
provenancesare not reported, 


CATALOGUE 
Ашта 
1679. LEAD, 0.55g, 10mm 


Obv: Brihmi legend Auma HAY 
Rev: Blank 

(Courtesy Ranjan Yadar) 
Indradeva 


1680. AE 


Obv: Elephant to left, Indrudbngia on left, "ladder 
below, Brahmi legend блема) 

Rev: Railed tree, Ujjain symbol on right 
(Amiteshwar]ba, 2015: 3989, Lance Dane 
collection) 


Sisuchamdrota 
1681. AE, 2.59g, 14mm 


Obv: Brühmi legend RajnaSbishuchandratusya 
Rev: Elephant to right, horizontal bottom line 


(Photo courtesy Handa, 2007, pl. XXIX, 2; BMC, 


МХІЈА, 13) 
Sivagupta 
1682. AE 


Obv: Brühmi legend Sharagutasha 
AóÓA.ÀA 

Rev: Scales 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 918377 see 
Amiteshwarfha, '...Lance Dane bequest, 2015, 
P39, fie8) 

Upagoda 

1683. AE cast, 11.98g, 25mm 


SQ 


Obv: Brühmi legendUpagodasa, dotted circle at top, 
taurine at bottom 

Rev: Blank 
(BMG, pl. XXXV, 18) 


Upatikya (Mathura region) 
1684, AE, 2.39g, 13mm 


Ge 


Обу: Brühmi legend Upatifyd, svastika above 
Rev: Blank 
(BMGpl. XXXV, 19) 
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Utarasa (Gangetic Valley) 
1685. LEAD, 3.74g 


Obv: Bull to left, musita above, tauri 


Rev: Brihmi legend Urania, LAR U 
horizontally placed railed tree below, turtle and 
wheel on top 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 181125) 


Yasopala (Central India) 
1686. AE 


Обу: Brühmi legend Yasopala incused 

Rev: Blank 
Thanks to [larry Vil for reading the legend and 
explaining it as ‘Guardian of the fame’ 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Uncertain Legend 
1687. LEAD, Punjab, 1.35g (Punjab) 


io 


tanding human figure (Kartik 
Kharosthi letters. 

Rev: ‘Temple building, 
‘Typolegically recalling Yandbeya or Audumbara coins 
(Courtesy Ranjan Yadav) 


1688. AE 


forse to left, Kharosthi legend 
Rev: Railed tree flanked by uncertain devices 
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TDpolgically clase to the Sévitriputra бре 
(Courtesy PrateekSehdev) 


1689. AE 


Obv: Bull to left, uncertain legend 
Rev: Lion to left 
(Conrtesy Girish Sharma) 


--0000000---------—- 


Diverse Uninscribed Type 
CATALOGUE 
1690. LEAD, 1.68g, 11mm 


Obv: Standing female deity frontally facing; 
attendant right both arms lifted towards her 
Rev: Bull resting to left 
(Courtesy Sharad Sharma) 


1691. AE, 4.0g, 21x14mm (Taxila Region?) 


Obv: Nandpade-standard @) 
Rev: Blank 


1692. AE (probably Malwa) 


Obv: Horse (ass) to right, damar above, standard 
below 

Rev: Two threc-arched hills, river below, circular 
symbol above 
(Courtesy Rajesh T.S. Май) 


1693. AE, cast, 2.48g (Rajasthan) 


: Elephant to left with parasol on its back, flag- 
mast on left 

Rev: Railed tree 
(Rajgor's auction 56813, provenance Rajasthan) 


ADDENDUM TO 
VIDISA-ERAN REGION 


This coin remained unique since its discovery by 
Cunningham in 1874-75. The arrangement of the 
legend and the use of an individual punch for cach 
letter is unusual and suggests the cited king 
Dharmapila to have been a local ruler of eastern 
Malwa of about 200 BCE or even earlier. 


Dharmapala 
CATALOGUE 
1694. AE, 11.60g, 25mm 


oi 


Obv: Brahmi legend RañoDbamapälasa from right to 
left with individually punched letters 
Rev: Blank 


(BMG pl. 


ПАП, na) 
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Map 5: The Kushan Empire at 150 CE (end of Kanishka’s regin) 


KUSANA AND 
POST KUSANA COINAGES 


Kusana Copper Coins and their 
Imitations: An Introduction 


The progress of the Kugima kings changed the 
political situation and made them the new masters of 
northern India around the end of the Ist century CE, 
. nomadic horsemen of which the 
à were one clan, had left their homelands in 
north-western Chi at luc, 

BCE, саће last year of the reign of Eucratides I, they 
had arrived in northern Bactria as the destruction of 
the Gracco-Bactrian city Ai-Khanoum through their 
hands suggests (Paul Bernard, 1985:97-105), 

In the Ist century CE the Kugina clan had 

achieved suprema s leader Kujula Kadphises 

š ence further sow 
crossing the Hindukush and fighting the Indo- 
ly invaded the Kabul- 
а valley, Gandhára, Kashmir and the Punjab. 
Overstrikes make it probable that Kujula Kadphises 
was a contemporary of the first Indo-Parthian king 
Gondophares and of his successor Abdagases. Most 
scholars date Gondophares to the period 19 to 45 CE. 
This dating is based on typological and epigraphical 
grounds, especially the Takht-1-Bahi inscription which 
is dated in the year 26 of Gondophares reign and in the 
year 103 of an era which has been assumed to 
represent the Azes era which started at 57/58 BCE 
(for a summary of Indo-Parthian chronology and a 
discussion of the different scholarly approaches see 
Osmund Bopearachchi in Bopearachchi & Pieper 
1998: 219-223), 

Kujula Kadphises is mentioned as the first Kusina 
king in the recently discovered Rabatak inscription (N. 
Sims-Williams & J. Cribb, 1996) which was found in 
1993 in Northern Afghanistan. This stone inscription 
was engraved in Greek script written in Bactrian letters 
at the beginning of the reign of Kaniska I; it mentions 
the predecessors of Kaniska I in their chronological 
order: his great grandfather Kujula Kadphises, his 
grandfather Vima Takto and his father Vima 
Kadphises. All three are confirmed as direct 
predecessors of Kaniska and their genealogy is 
supported by the available coin evidence. 

‘The successors of Kujula Kadphises continued 
the series of conquests eastwards. A most important 
numismatic innovation had been introduced by 
Kanişka's father, Vima Kadphises, in introducing the 
bimetalic currency copper-gold. By replacing the 
highly debased silver coinages of north-western India 
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ase of trade 
and the expansion of the road networks favoured the 
exchange and amalgamation of arts, crafts, ideas and 
religious professions, Along with other Indian cults 
Buddhism spread northwards into the Asian world, 
Religious tolerance within the Kusina Empire, not 
only towards Buddhism, but towards a multitude of 
worships of Iranian, Greek, Roman and Indian deities, 
is reflected in the depictions of gods and goddesses on 
the rich coinages of Vima's successors Kaniska and 
lluviska. 
At the time of its greatest extension under 
a Lin the first half of the 2nd century CF the 
npire comprised present day Uzbe 


stan, 


ras the Канаты: 
region in the south, Ar this time the Kusana kings ruled 
their vast empire from two capitals, one at Peshawar in 
modem Pakistan, the other at Mathura in India, 

Kaniska's son Huviska had a long reign covering 
nearly the complete second half of the Ind century 
CE. Kaniska's standard obverse design, ie. the 
‘standing king offering at an altar, was abolished by 
ka and, as far as his copper coins are concerned, 
replaced by three new obverse types. 

Concerning the later Kusina kings many details 
like the exact number of homonymous rulers and the 
existence of contemporancously ruling kings are still 
unclea s and coin studies have helped 
to propose the following sequence of kings after 
iska I, Vasigka, Kaniska IIL, 
'isudeva Il, Saka as a contemporary of the Gupta 
king Samudragupta in the first part of the 4th century 

ind finally Kipunadha, 


Small Imitative Copper Coins of Late Kusana 
Types: 


East of the Indus the Kuşîna continued their rule until 
about 360 CE under their last king Kipunadha. During 
the reign of Shapiir 11 (309-379 CE) Kuşî 
lands were attacked and successively occupied by the 
Kidarites. Literary and inscriptional evidence suggests 
IL undertook military campaigns in the 
anian territories in 356/57 CE and in 
367/68 CE in order to repel the nomadic invaders, 
with the last campaign ending in his final defe 
this date on Kidarites and other Huns were able to 
consolidate and enlarge their power in former 
Kusino-Sasanian territories in Gandhira and the 
Kabul region. 
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The Gandhiran small copper coinage of this 
period is for example reflected in a find of late 
Kusino-Sasanian and Kidarite portrait copper coins 
associated with late Kusiina coins and their imitations 
and derivations (Pieper, 2002). Association and 
overstriking between late Kuşîna and Kusino- 
Sasanian coins has been found in several hoards 
confirming the Kusino-Sasanian kings Peroz 1 and 
Hormizd I being contemporaries of the Kusána king 
Vasudeva Il around 270 CE (J. Cribb, 1981: 104). 

The late Kusina coppers and their imitations are 
mostly of two extremely popular types: the ‘standing 
king/ Siva with bull type initiated by Vasudeva Land the 
"standing king/ seated Ardoxsho' type of Kaniska II. 


Kusino-Sasanian copper coins: 


From its foundation in 224 CE the Sasanian Empire 
turned out to be a bitter rival of the Капа. As far as 
the transition of power to the Sasanians is concerned, 
much of our knowledge depends on numismatic 
evidence. Scholars like Göbl, Bivar, Mitchiner and 
Cribb have helped to make things clearer. According to 
Cribb's analysis (1985 C: 315; 1990: 1510) the following 
picture emerges: during the reign of the Sasanian king 
Ardashir 1 (224-241 CE) Bactria, until then part of the 
Kusina realm, was conquered and subsequently ruled 
by regional kings, the Kusinshahs. Under Shüpür I 
(242-272 CE) Kusána lands south of Bactria up to the 
river Indus were also incorporated into the Kusino- 
Sasanian realm. According to Cribb's analysis the 
Kusino-Sasanian coins had been emitted in the 
following chronological order by Ardashir 1, Peroz 1, 
Hormizd 1, Hormizd 11, Peroz I and Shápür 11. 


-—---———0000000----—----- 


Yueh-Chi 


‘The Yueh-Chi tyrant Heraios, chief of the Kusina 
clan and the first to call himself Kusán on his coins, 
presents himself with a powerful, moustached portrait 
on his silver tetradrachms and obols. Portrait style and 
silver quality deteriorate within the seri 
from lifetime to posthumous issues. Cribb (1993) 
published a detailed listing of the known varieties 
suggesting the identity of this ruler with Kujula 
Kadphises but typologically and metrologically it 
appears difficult to accept this hypothesis. Robert 
Senior (2001, voll, 219) dated the earliest Heraios 
coins to ca. 60 BCE since they werc"associated (with) 
posthumous Eukratides coins (which) can be dated to 
the time of Spaliriscs." 

‘The two copper coins on which Cribb based his 
arguments are quite worn and their reading not certain. 


Pankaj Tandon (www:coinindia.com) emphasized 
that, even if they were inscribed in Kujula's name, this 
could also result from a possible inspiration by 
thing is known about 
hi princes before the time of Heraios 
such as Sapalbizes (the earlier reading Sapadbizes has 
rightly been corrected by Tandon), Arsciles (the earlier 
reading Agesiles had rightly been corrected by Senior), 
Pabes, Pulages and Pscigacharis. 


Arsciles 


CATALOGUE 
1695. AR hemidrachm, 1.77g, 15mm 


Helmeted bust right, legend APCEIAHC. 
v: Lion right, tamgha, NANALA left and right 
(Senior A4.1/ courtesy CNG eauct. 3788267) 


1696. AR obol, 0.57g, 12mm 


Obv: Helmeted bust right, legend APCEIAHC 
Rev: Lion right, amgha, NANAIA left and right 
(Senior A4.1a/ courtesy P. Tandon waru:coinindia) 


Sapalbizes 
CATALOGUE 


1697, AR hemidrachm, 1.51g 


Helmeted bust, legend CALAABIZHC 
Lion right, tamgha, NANAIA left and right 
(Senior #16. /xenol 59283/ courtesy Daniil 
Fishteyn) 


1698. AR obol, 0.53g, 12mm 


Obv: Helmeted bust, legend CATIAABIZHC 
Rev: Lion right, tamgha above, Greek legend 
NANAIA left and right 


(Senior A6. Ta] courtesy CNG e-anct, 2748230] 
Pankaj Tandon corrected the reading Sapadbize:) 


Pabes 
CATALOGUE 
1699. AR obol, 0.46g 


Obv: Helmeted bust to right 


Rev: Standing Herakles, Greek legend ПАВНС left 
and right 


(Senior A3.1/ courtesy CNG e-anct.72#1057) 


Pulages 
CATALOGUE 
1700. AR obol, 0.58g 


Obv: Helmeted bust, legend ПУЛАГНС 
Rev: Lion right, tamgha, NANAIA left and right 
(SeniorA5.1a/ courtesy Kiinker auction 2958431) 


Pseigacharis 
CATALOGUE 
1701. AR 1⁄4 drachm, 1.8g,13mm 


Obv: Bearded bust right, bead & reel border 
Rev: Standing Herakles, legend ФСЕ1ГА (left) 
XAPIC (right) 
(Senior A7.1 | courtesy Paul Coenen) 
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Heraios 
CATALOGUE 
1702. AR obol, 0.52g, 12mm 


Obv: Diademed bust of king to right 

Rev: Soldier standing to right, vertical legend 
HIAPOY KOPPANOY 
(Senior B2.3; Mitchiner 1975-76, no.515) 


1703. AR, 0.57g, 10mm 


Obv: Diademed bust of king to right 
Rev: Soldier, legend in round letter forms 
(Senior B2.2/ courtesy CNG e-auction 1908158) 


1704. AR tetradrachm, 14.76g, 25mm 


Obs: Diademed bust of king, bead & reel border 
Rev: King on horse to right, winged Nike 
crowning him with wreath, legend 
TVPANNOVNTOC HIAOV on top, 
KOPPANOY at the bottom, ЗАМАВ 
between horse's legs 
(Senior B1.2T/courtesy Triton ана. XVIII, 266) 


1705. AR, 15.87g 


Obv: Smaller bust of king 
Rev: Legend variety ХАМАВОҮ 
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1706. AR debased, 15,354, 32mm. 


ifferem style of king's bust 
paller depiction of king on horse 
(Courtesy Triton X VII, 454, debased AR) 


1707. AR, 14.04; 


Obv: King's bust to right 
R 


(Senior ВТ. ГГУ courtesy CNG auction 7511693) 


Yue-Chi Heliokles 
Imitative Coins 


CATALOGUE 
1708. AE tetradrachm, 13.82, 25mm. 


ay 


Obv: Diademed bust of Heliokles to right 

Rev: Horse left, four-pronged tamgha on its rump, 
corrupt version of Heliokles Greek legend 
(Senior A22.1T; MACW 1877) 


1709. AE drachm, 3.65g 


20 


Obv: Diademed head of Heliocles to right 
Rev: Horse to left, legend around 
(Senior 22.2D; MACW 1879) 


1710. AE, 3.38g, 18mm 


х Diademed bust of Heliokles vo left 
Horse vo right, legend around 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen) 


1711. AE tetradrachm, 13.8157 


Diademed bust of Heliokles vo right 
= Standing Zeus facing holding sceptre and 
thunderbolt; mgr. on left, corrupt Greek 
legend 

(Senior 121.11; МАСЛЕ 1875/ 

courtesy CNG auction 634957) 


1712. AE drachm, 3.75g, 18mm 


So 


Diademed bust of Heliocles to right 
Standing Zeus, corrupt Greek legend 
(Senior A21.112) 
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Kujula Kadphises 
(ca.30-80 CE) 


Coin evidence demonstrates that Kujula Kadphises 
had crossed the Hindukush and fighting Indo- 
Parthians Kujula invaded successively the Kabul- 
Kapisa valley, Gandhára, Kashmir and the Punjab. 
Advancing from north of the Hindukush southwards 
and eastwards Kujula imitated Indo-Greek, Indo- 
Parthian, Indo-Scythian and even Roman prototypes. 
In the Kabul valley he intensively copied posthumous 
portrait types of Hermaios, the last Indo-Greek king 
in that region. The ‘enthroned Zeus reverse design of 
these Kujula coins is later replaced by the ‘standing 
Herakles'. The Greek Hermaios legend on obverse is 


maintained on the first issues but later replaced by 
Kujula's name. he 'bull/camel' type of Kujula, which 
was continued by bis son Vima Takto, was apparently 
derived from the 'bull/ lion' ype of Zeionises which in 
turn had been copied from a similar Azes type. As for 
Kujula's small copper coins of the ‘seated 
king/standing Zeus’ type one may assume an 
inspiration from both, Indo-Seythian amd Inde, 
Parthian types, whereas the ‘king's portrait/standing 
Nike type was clearly copied from Indo-Parthian 
coins, Overstrikes make it probable that Kujula 
Kadphises was a contemporary of the first Indo. 
Parthian king Gondophares and of his successor 
Abdagascs. 


Enthroned Zeus Hermaios 
Imitative Type 
CATALOGUE 
1713. AE, 5.35g, 21mm 


Obv: Imitative portrait of Hermaios to right 

Rev: Zeus enthroned left, expected Kharosthi 
legend maharajasa mabatasa beramayasa 
(compare Mitchiner 1975-76, 1046, last illustrated) 


1714. AE, 5.41g, 19mm 


Obv: More simplified portrait 
Rev: More simplified design of enthroned Zeus 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen) 


Herakles Type 
CATALOGUE 
1715. AE, 8.23g, 24mm 
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Obs: Diademed bust right, Greek legend naming, 
Hermaios BACIAEQE STHPOXEV 

MAIOY 

Rev: Standing Herakles holding club and lion-skin, 
Kharosthi legend Aujula kasasa kushana yarugasa 
diramatlidata 
(MACW2844; Senior Вб. 1] courtesy P. Tandon 
vw coinindia) 


1716. AE, 8.27g, 24mm 


v: Bust right, Greek legend naming Kujula. 
KOZOYAO КАДФІАОҮ KOPCONOY 

Rev: Herakles, Kharosthi legend around 
(Mitchiner 1975-76, 1050; Senior B6.2) 


1717. AE, 6.21g, 23mm 


Obs: Bust right, corrupt Greek legend. 

Rev: Standing Herakles, unique Kharosthi legend 
mabarajasa Rhushanasa yarugasa bushana Байла 
(Courtesy Pankaj Tandon win.coinindia) 


1718. AE, 6.37g, 18mm 


Obv: Bust right, corrupt legend 
Rev: Standing Herakles, corrupt legend 
(Mitebiner 1975-76, 1051) 


1719. AE, 5.39g, 18mm 
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Obv: Bust right (different style), corrupt legend 
Rev: Standing Herakles, corrupt legend 


1720. AE, 4.77g, 20mm 


Very small bust, no 
Standing Herakles, no legend 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen) 


1721. AE, 4.12g, 19mm 


Crude bust right, border of dots 
tanding Herakles, corrupt legend 


1722. AE, 2.80g, 18mm 


Obv: Bust to left, corrupt legend 
Rev: Standing Herakles, corrupt legend 
(Gili, Donum Burns, 35) 


Curule Chair Type 
CATALOGUE 
1723. AE, , 3.38g, 18mm. 


Obv: Roman style bust right, Greek legend 
KOZOAA KAAAQDI: 

Rev: King seated right on curule chair, mgr, on left, 
Kharosthi legend kushanasa загнала kuyula 
Aaphsasa sachadbramathidasa si 
(Mitchiner 1975-76, 1053a; Senior B9.1) 


7 XOPANOY ZAOOY 


1724. AE, 2.82g, 17mm 


Obv: Bust to left, lege: 


Rey: King on curule chair, legend parts 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen) 
Seated King Type 
CATALOGUE 


1725. AE, 1.95g, 15mm 


Obv: King seated cross-legged, Kharosthi legend 
Алуна kadaphasa kushanasa 

Rev: Standing Zeus, corrupt Greek legend 
(Senior B10.2; Mitchiner 1975-76, 1054) 


Nike Type 
CATALOGUE 
1726. AE, 2.26g, 16mm 


of king right, Greek legend 
IIPOXXV EPMAIOY 
anding left, mgr. right, Kharosthi 
xdmabarajasa rajarajasa mabatasa benamayata 
(Mitchiner 1975-76, 1048; Senior B7.1/ 

courtesy CNG e-auction 296117) 


1727. AE, 1.88g, 15mm. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


iademed bust to left, Greek legend 
«c standing to right, Kharosthi legend 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen) | 


Macedonian Soldier Type 
CATALOGUE 
1728. AE, 4.60g 


Obv: Helmeted bust right, Greek legend 
KOZOYAO KAAGICEI KOPCAN 
Rev: Soldier with spear and shield to right, 
Kharosthi legend Aushana yavuasa kuyala karasa 
(Senior B5.1 / courtesy Shinji Hirano) 
Bull/Camel Type 
CATALOGUE 


1729. AE, 10g, 23mm 


Obv: Bull right, nandipada above, Kharosthi letter 
'ra'on right, corrupt Greek legend around 
Rev: Camel right, Kharosthi letter 'pw'on right, 
Kharosthi legend maharayasa rayatirayasa 
denaputrasa kuyula kara kapata 
(Senior B11.1var/ courtesy CNG e-awct.260#340) 


-----------0000000-----—----- 


Vima Takha 
(ca.80-90 CE) 


‘Through the newly gained knowledge of the existence 
of Vima Takto, whose name in the Rabatak inscription 
is written ООНМО ТАКТОО, й was for the first бте 
possible to read his name also on a few of the 'camcl/ 
bull' type coppers. 
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Fig. 10: Sculpture of seated headless Vima Takto, 
Mathura Museum (Coursey: Amiteshwar Jha) 


CATALOGUE 


1730. AE, 3.67g, 15mm 


Bull right, nandipada above, Kharosthi letter on 
right, corrupt Greek legend around 

Rev: Camel right, Kharosthi legend mabara(jasa 
rajatirajasa devaputrasa) rema takba 

(Senior B12.1) 


Obv: 


0000000 ——À 
Soter Megas 
(ca.80-110 CE) 


The attribution of the extensive Soter Megas coinage 
is still not completely clear. These "ауд bust/ 
horseman’ coppers lack any personal name and are 
inscribed only with the anonymous title "Һе king of 
kings, the great saviour’ in Greek respectively 
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Kharosthi. ‘The same applies to the 'horseman/ 
standing Zcus with flower pot' type, the 'diademed 
bust/ standing Zeus! type and the ‘helmeted bust to 
left/king on horse’ type of Soter Megas. Apart from 
these coins, there exists a small anepigraphic type 
depicting the hybrid deity Siva-Herakles on obverse 
| Tyche on reverse, which also has been attributed to 
Soter Megas. According to Cribb's hypothesis (N. 
Sims-Williams & J. Cribb, 1995-1996: 95-6) the Soter 
nage was the anonymous coinage of Vima 

Bopearachchi (2006A, 2007 and 2008) 
following an carlier proposal of 
sman (1998: 637) Bopearachchi secs in the Soter 
s coinage a break in the numismatic continuity of 
у Kusána and prefers to regard Soter Megas as a 


"Тако, w 
holds 


theca 
usurper during the reign of Vima Takto. 


Standing Zeus Type 
CATALOGUE 
1731. AE, 9.87g, 23mm 


Obv: King on horse to right holding axe in raised 
right; tamgha on right, Greek legend 
BAZIAEV BAEIAEVIIN СШТНР МЕГАС 

Rev: Zeus standing to right holding long sceptre, 
Kharosthi "И on left, flower-pot right; 
Kharosthi mabarajasa rajatirajasa mabatasa 
tratarasa 
(Senior B13.1T/ courtesy Paul Coenen) 


1732. AE drachm, 2.28g, 14mm. 


OD 


Obv: As 1731 
Rev: As 1731 
(Senior B13.1D) 


1733. AE, drachm 4.2g, 17mm 


Obv: 'Heliocles' styled bust, tamgha right 

Rev: Zeus facing with thunderbott and sceptre, mgr. 
left, Greek legend in name of Soter Megas 
BAEIAEV BAEIAEVIIIN СШТНР МЕГАС 
(MACW2925; Senior B15. 1/photo courtesy 
Michael Mitebiner) 


Tyche Type 
CATALOGUE 
1734. AE, 1.96g, 13mm 


Obv: Hybrid Siva-Herakles, trident in right, lion-skin 
in left, tampha left, Kharosthi '1⁄ on right 
Rev: Tyche standing to right holding cornucopia, 
flower-pot on right, mandipada on left 
(Senior B14.1) 


Helmeted Bust Type 
CATALOGUE 
1735. AE, 12.75g, 25mm 


Obs: Helmeted bust of king left holding arrow, 
tamgha on right, Kharosthi '1//' to left, bead 
and reel border 

Rev: King on horse to right holding axe in raised 
right hand, tamgha on right, Greek legend as 
оп Zeus type 
(Senior B16.1/ courtesy Künker auct.295#1289/ a 
small denomination of 3.1g weight bas been reported 
by Karan Singh in a FB group) 


Radiate Bust Type 
CATALOGUE 


'd bust of king to right holding decorated 

arrow, three-pronged tamgha on left 

Rev: King on horse to right holding axe, three- 
pronged tamgha right, Greek legend 
BAEIAEV BAZIABVUIN СШТНР MEFAC 
(Senior B17.1T/ courtesy CNG auction 6944838) 


1737. AE, 8.33g, 19mm 


Obv: King's bust, four-pronged tamgha 
Rev: King on horse, legend, 3-pronged tamgha 
(Courtesy Paul Coenen) 


1738. AE, 10.22g, 20mm 


Obv: King's bust, four-pronged tamgha 
Rev: King on horse, legend, 4-pronged tamgha 


1739. AE, drachm, 2.16g, 14mm 


Obv: King's bust, three-pronged tamgha 
Rev: King on horse, three-pronged tamgha 
(Senior B17.1D) 


Vima Kadphises 
(ca.110-127 CE) 


Vima Kadphises made Kusina coins a generally 
accepted trade currency in Central Asia and at all 
relevant centres from Bactria to Mathura. The 
depiction of Vima Kadphises, as it appears on the 
obverse of his gold coins in a number of different 
attitudes, shows him as a full-bearded strong warrior- 
king with a club in his hand comparable to depictions 
of the ancient hero Herakles. But whereas the king's 
depiction on the gold coins appears mostly in form of 
а bust, it is always а full figure presentation of the 
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standing king on his copper issues: on these coins he is 
depicted as wearing а Kusina tunic, trousers and 
shorter underwear with a cordon of the waist-belt 
visible with an elongated diademed crown on his head, 
"The reverse types of Vima's coins are without 
exception taken from the world of Saivism. On the 
gold coins god Siva is seen cither alone or together 
with his niñana, the bull; sometimes only Siva's trident 
is depicted. All the copper coins of Vima Kadphis 
have the same ‘Siva with bull’ reverse гуре, że. frontally 
facing Siva standing in front of the bull holding a long 
trident- only on one rare variety the Kharosthi reverse 
legendis replaced by a decorative border. The compact 
and powerful coin images of Vima Kadphises provoke 
an emotion of strength and stability that run parallel to 


the extension and stabilisation of the Kuşîna realm 
under this strong-willed ruler. 


CATALOGUE 
1740. AR, 1.79g, 16mm (?) 


Obv: Bearded bust left in tiara, Greek legend 

Rev: Nike standing left, wreath in raised right, 
monogram 'hh# in right field, Kharosthi 
legend part mabarafiaca)...kushanasa Senior was 
not sure abont the personal name on this type. 
Mukherjee attributed it to Vima Kadphises, 
(Senior B4.1D/ courtesy CNG auct, 888639) 


Monolingual Type 
CATALOGUE 
1741. AE, tetradrachm, 16.40g, 27mm 


Obv: King in tunic, trousers, underwear and 
clongated crown, offering at altar, tamgha and 
club on right, axe-trident and altar on left, 
Greek legend BACIAEVC BACIAEWN 
CWTHP МЕГАС OOHMO KAAQICHC 

Rev: Siva with trident standing facing in front of 
bull to right, nandipada above;bead &reel 
border 
(MACIV 3006; Góbl 760) 


Сии 


272 Ancient Indian Coins 


1742. AE, drachm, 4.19g, 18mm 1746, AE, drachm, 4.06g, 18mm 


King at altar, same Greek legend сва King at altar, same Greek legend 
Rev: Siva with bull, bead & reel border va with bull, Kharosthi legend 
(Gill 761) (Gil 764 | courtesy P. Tandon yw coinindia) 
Bilingual Type 1747. AE, octadrachm, 33g 
CATALOGUE 


1743. AE, tetradrachm, 16.79g 


Obv: King at altar, Greek legend 
Rev: Siva with bull, Kharosthi legend 
(Courtesy Indus Valley Coins 6383LG) 


Obv: King at altar, same Greek legend 
Rev: Siva with bull, Kharosthi legend 


‘mabarajasa rajadirajasa sarvalogaifvarasa i 
mabitverece bima katbpbitasa radera Kanigka I 
(Göbl 762/ courtesy CNG coin shop 761734) (ca. 127 — 150 CE) 


1744. AE, 17.29g, 30mm 


with bull, Kharosthi legend, Siva's 
hyphallic feature clear 
(Courtesy Jan Lingen) 


1745. AE, didrachm, 8.21g, 21mm 


Obv: King at altar, same Greek legend 


Rev: Siva with bull, Kharosthi legend Fig 1: Kanishka, Mathura Museum 
(Саш 763) (Coursey: Amiteshwar Jha) 


The obverse of Kaniska's со 
as tetradrachms and didrachms and only rarely a 
drachms, shows the standing king in Kusina 4 
offering ata small altar; the revers 
the Greek, Persian and Indian pantheon like Helios 
Nana, Ardoxsho, Mithra, Asho, Mao, Oado, Bud 
and Siva, New evidence from the Indian Yanangjataka 
text, brought forward by Harry Falk (2001: 121-36) 
makesa date around 127 CE as year 1 of Kanigla now 
very probable: For numismatic reasons approximately 
such a date had already been proposed by a number of 
other scholars (suchas Mitchiner, 1978: 415), 

The first two Kanigka issues 
are still inscribed in Greek a 
didrachms. All later issues show 


Ррег coins, struck mostly 


ress 
depicts deities from 


(Helios and Nanaia) 
nd only known as 


Bactrian legends and 
most types were issued as tetradrachms, didrachms 


and drachms as well. Only on some drachms the king 
is also depicted as seated on a throne.For the Mao, 
Mithra, Nana, Oado and Oesho types exist ako 
eastern, so-called 'Kashmir mint varieties, which have 
a different style and an additional tamgha on the 
obverse left of the fire-altarExclusively among the 
drachms of the "Kashmir series one finds the 
depiction of a two-armed, ithyphallic Siva and of the 
windgod Oado to right. Apart from a few exceptions 
only the tetradrachms are illustrated here. 


Helios Type 
CATALOGUE 
1748. AE, didrachm, 8.9g 


Bearded king offering at altar holding long 
spear; the king wears a peaked cap, long coat 
and trousers, scarf around the shoulders; a belt 
with a sword is girded around the waist; Greek 
legend BACIAEYC BACLAEWN 
KANHPKOY 
Rev: Sungod Helios standing left wearing sword, 
Jong robe, transparent garment and high 
boots; tamgha left, Greek legend HAIOC on 
right 
(Саш 766; MACW 3065) 
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Nanaia Type 

CATALOGUE 

1749. AE,8.54g, 22mm 


Obv: King at altar, same Greek legend 

Rev: Nanaia with sceptre to right, tamgha on right, 
Greek legend МАМАГА on left 
(Gob! 767; MACW 3071) 


Athsho Type 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: King at altar but from now on Bactrian legend 
PAO KA-NHPKI 

Rev: Athsho, god of fire and metals, standing |. 
holding wreath in r., tamgha l, legend AOPO 
(Gil 772; МАСІ” 3082) 


1751. AE, 15.92g, 26mm (Kashmir mint) 


ing at altar type with additional tameha 
tanding Atsho type but different style 
(Сй! 795/ conrtesy P. Tandon wavu:coinindia) 


Sakyamuni Buddha Type 
CATALOGUE 
1752. AE, 16.59g, 26mm 
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Ой: King at altar type 

Sakyamuni Buddha standing, facing, holding 
abe with his left, right raised in abhayamudra, 
lampha on lefi, legend CAKAMANO 
BOYAO 

(Gal 785; courtesy ‘Triton auction NI “I| 1170) 


Maitreya Buddha Type 
CATALOGUE 
10.984, 2 


«d cross-legged, his left 
holding water-botle, his right in ¿Mapawadu, 
legend MITTRAYO BOYAO 

(Gib 793) 


Mao Type 
CATALOGUE 
1754. AE, 17.36g, 24mm. 


= Moon tod M 
standi 


is on shoulder, 


tamgha left, his name misspelled as NAO 
(Gob), Donum Burns 156) 


1755. 


E, , 16.76 (Kashmir mint) 


ing at altar type but additional tampha 
Moongod, tampha Left, MAO right 
(Courtesy CNG ана, 7211083) 


i left, blessing with right, left on sword, 


Mioro Type 
CATALOGUE 
1756, AE, V7. 12g, 24mm 


Oln 
Rev 


(Gill 770) 
1757. AE, 16.49%, 25mm. 


Ору: King at altar type 
= Sungod,name spelled as МИРО 
(Сй 768/ courtesy Paul Coenen) 


1758, AE, 16.384, т (Kashmir mint) 


King at altar type but additi 
ev: Sungod type but different style 
(Cri 796] courtesy P. Tandon wwwicoinindia) 


tamgha. 


Nana Type 
CATALOGUE 
1759. AE, 16.584, 25mm 


Olw: King at altar type 

Rev: Goddess Nana to right holding animal-head 
sceptre, tampha right, legend NANA left 
(СФШ 776) 


1760. AE, 16.66g, 27mm (Kashmir mint) 


y: King at altar type but additional tamgha 
* Standing Nana type but different style 
(Gill 805/ courtesy CNG e-auct 3048201) 


Oado Type 
CATALOGUE 
1761. AE, 16.78g, 26mm 


Obv: King at altar type 

Rev: Windgod Oado holding up his cloak, tamgha 
left, legend OAAO right 
(СФЫ 783/ courtesy CNG rana. 2601343) 


1762. AE, 16.80g, 26mm 


Obv: King at altar type 
Rev: Oado type but with flat cap (comparable to 
the depiction on Kaniska's Anemos gold type) 


1763. AE, 16.24g, 26mm (Kashmir mint) 


King at altar type but additional tamgha 
Rev: Oado left, tamgha left, OAAO right 
(Gobl 816) 
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1764. AE, 4.62g, 18mm (Kashmir mint) 


Obv: King seated on throne, Bactrian legend 
PAO KA-NHPKI 

Rev: Олдо standing to L, tamgha l, OAAO r. 
(Gòbi 818) 


Oesho (Siva) Type 
CATALOGUE 
1765. AE, 16.82g, 25mm 


Obv: Standing king offering at altar, Bactrian legend 
PAO KA-NHPKI 

Rev: Four-armed Siva holding damaru, wreath, 
trident and water-pot, tamgha 1, legend 
OHPO 
(Góbl 781) 


1766. AE, 16.20g, 25mm (Kashmir mint) 


Obv: King at altar type but additional tamgha 
Rev: Four-armed Siva type but different style 
(Gil 812) 


1767. AE, 4.20g, 17mm (Kashmir mint) 


Obv: King at altar type 

Rev: Two-armed ithyphallic Siva holding trident and 
water-pot, tamgha 
(Gébl 813) 
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1768, AB, 4.24g, 19mm (Kashmir mint) 


King seated on throne, l 
'Iwo-armed, ithyphalli 


end around 
Siva type 
(Gi STAT conrtesy CNG ана. 0411204) 


Seated Ardochsho Type 


A unique te 


pudrachm from the British Museum with 
the usual "king 


altar’ obverse design depicts 
enthroned Ardochsho holding the cornucopia (Góbl 
type 780). A match to this coin depicts the s 
Pharro, also a 


ted 


ery rare type of which only two 
specimens are known, Other coins of Kaniska with 
ated reverse deities are unknown. 


Seated Pharro Type 
CATALOGUE 
1769. AE, ca.15g 


Obv: King at altar type 

Rev: Seated Pharro holding sceptre, Pharro's name 
on right 
(Gül, Donum Burns 163 / courtesy zenc##99740) 


Huviska 
(ca. 155-190 CE) 


Huviska's copper coins are only known as 
tetradrachms. Leaving aside some variations he used 
three different obverse desig 


ing riding an 
elephant, king seated cross-legged, king seated on 
couch. The reverse of his copper coins shows the 
same deities as those of Капка except Buddha and 


Helios but with the additional depiction of Herakles 
and Pharro, 


Ardochsho Type 
CATALOGUE 
1770. AE, 11.08g, 23mm 


Ob: King on elephant to right holding ankus, 
PAONANO PAO OOHPKE KOPANO 
Rev: Ardochsho standing right holding cornucopia, 
tamygha right, legend APAOXPO left 
(Gill 876) 


1771. AE, 13.37g, 25mm 


Obv: King on elephant to right, legend 
Rev: Ardochsho left, legend MAO right 
(Gill 882) 


1772. AE, 12.78g, 26mm 


Obv: King on elephant to left, legend 
Rev: Ardochsho right, legend MAO left 
(Gill 881) 


1773. AE, 1.4, 28mm 


Obv: Kin on elephant left, legend around 
Rev: Ardochsho left, legend MAO right 
(Courtesy zenoit 72794) 


Ardochsho with Yodhavade 
Legend Type 


CATALOGUE 
1774. AE, 13.29g, 26mm 


1775. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


1776. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


1777. 


Jodha 


King on elephant to left, legend 
Ardochsho to right, tamgha on right 
Kharosthi legend yodhanade (Sanskrit 

'urrior and rade condition, according to 
Harry Falk) Other "Yodharade' брез of Huviska 
exist, such as Góbl 901, 903 and 906, possibly 
relating to bis extensive military expeditions 
(Courtesy CNG e-auction 2228248) 


AE 


King on elephant right, legend 
As 1734 
(Conrtesy zenot#87154) 


AE, 12.34g, 24mm 


King seated cross-legged, sceptre in left, 
PAONANO PAO OOHPKE KOPANO 
Ardochsho to right, Kharosthi yodhanade 
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Obv: King cross-legged, sceptre in his right 
Rev: Ardochsho to right, Kharosthi yodharade 


(Courtesy Paul Coenen) 


Ardochsho/Seated King Type without 
Yodhavade Legend 


CATALOGUE 
1778. AE, 11.21g, 24mm 


Obv: King cross-legged, sceptre in his left 

Rev: Ardochsho to left, tamgha on left, Bactrian 
legend APAOXPO on right 
(Gêbl, Donum Burns, 356) 


1779. AE, 10.79g, 24mm 


Obv ^ Kiog rons ged, sceptre in his right 
Ardochsho to left, tamgha left, legend right 


Atsho Type 
CATALOGUE 
1780. AE 


Obv: King on elephant type 

Rev: Atsho standing to left holding wreath, tamgha 
left, legend AGPO right 
(Gibl 832 courtesy Pankaj Tandon 


wwwcoinindia) 


1781. AE 
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Ob: King cross-legged, sceptre in his left 
Rev: Atsho to left, tamgha left, legend right 
(Gill 834/ courtesy Pankaj Tandon 

wwwcoinindia) 


1782. AE. 


Obv: King seated half-reclined on-couch, legend 
PAONANO PAO OOHPKE KOPANO 

Rev: Atsho to left, tamgha left, legend right 
(Gill 833/ courtesy Pankaj Tandon 
wwwcoinindia) 


Herakles Type 
CATALOGUE 
1783. AE, 11.82g 


Obv: King on elephant right, legend 

Rev: Herakles standing right holding club and lion- 
skin, tamgha right, legend EPKIAO on left 
(Gàbl 887 / courtesy CNG auction 814719) 


. AE, 10.86g, 29mm 


Obv: Cross-legged king, sceptre in his right 
Rev: Herakles to right, tamgha right, legend left 
(Gibl 888/ courtesy CNG e-auction 2248277) 


1785. AE, 8.84g 


Obv: Cross-legged king, sceptre in his right 
Rev: Frontally facing Herakles, lion-skin in his left, 
leaning on club with his right, tamgha right, 
legend EPAKIAO on left 
(Courtesy CNG auction 614993) 


1786. AE, 11.44, 23mm 


Obv: King on couch, legend around 
Rev: Herakles standing facing holding club and 
lion-skin, tamgha left, Herakles' name right 


(Courtesy CNG e-auction 2248302) 
Mao Type 


CATALOGUE 
1787. АЕ, 15.12g. 


Obv: King on elephant right, legend around 

Rev: Moon-god Mao standing left, crescent on each 
shoulder, tamgha left, legend MAO right 
(Gàbl 869/ courtesy Künker auction 29541309) 


1788. AE, 10.34g, 26mm 


Obv: Cross-legged king, legend 
Rev: Mao left, tamgha left, legend MAO right 
(Gobi 837) 


1789. AE, 7.18g, 23mm 


ing on couch under canopy, legend 


Mao left, tamgha left, legend MAO right 
(compare СЫ 836) 


1790. AE, 11.43g, 24mm 


ng on couch holding vase, legend 
Rev: Mao left, tamgha left, legend MAO right 


Miiro Type 
CATALOGUE 
1791. AE, 10.40g, 23mm 


Obv: King on elephant right, legend 

Rev: Sun-god Miiro standing to left, tamgha left, 
legend МИРО right 
(Gill 820) 


1792. AE, 14.68g, 26mm 


Obv: Cross-legped king, sceptre in his left 
Rev: Sungod left, name writtenMIIOPO 
(Gill 828) 


1793. AE, 10.68g, 24mm 
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Cross-legged king, both arms raised 
Rev: Sungod left, name writtenMITPO. 
(Gàbl 861) 


1794. AE, 8.73g, 22mm 


Obv: King squatting, sceptre in his left, legend 
Rev: Sungod left, name written МОРО 
(Gill 937) 


1795. AE, 10.40g, 23mm 


Obv: King squatting, both arms bent 
Rev: Sungod left, tamgha left, MIOPO right 
(Саы 938) 


1796. AE 


Obv: King on couch, legend 
Rev: Sungod left, tamgha left, МПРО right 
(СдЫ 821 / courtesy Pankaj Tandon 


wwwcoinindia) 

Nana Type 
CATALOGUE 
1797. AE. 


Obv: King on couch, legend 
Rev: Nana standing right holding sceptre, tamgha 
right, legend NANA left 


280 Anciont Indian Coins 


(Сй! 840/ courtesy Pankaj Tandon 
wwwoinindia) For Nana types with elephantrider 
and cross-legged obverse see Gill 839, 84 1,843) 


Nana Ble: 
CATALOGUE 
1798. AE, 7.95, 24mm 


ng King Type 


eed king, sceptre in l., tamgha |, 
: Nana holding sceptre above kn 


CNG auction 7881054) 
Oado Type 
CATALOGUE 


1799. AE, 12.515, 24mm 


eO 


Obv: King on clephant right, legend 

Rev: Wind-god Oado running left holding cloak 
above him, tampha left, legend OAAO right 
(Gill 905 /conrtesy CNG e-anction 3234 188) 


1800. AE, 10.36g, 24mm 


Obv: Cross-leyged king, legend 
Rev: Oado left, tamgha left, legend right 
(ке Gobl 854/ courtesy CNG e-anct. 2158368) 


1801. AE, 11.14р, 24mm 


Obv: Cross-legged king, both arms raised 
Rev: Oado left, tamgha left, legend right 


1802. 11.75g, 23mm 


Obv: Cross-legged king, sceptre in his right 
Rev: Oado left, name written HOPH 
(Courtesy CNG auction 2248301) 


Oesho (Siva) Type 
CATALOGUE 
1803. AE, 10.44g, 25mm 


Obv: King on elephant right, legend 

Rev: Ithyphallic two-armed Siva standing left, 
trident in his right, kamandalu in his left, 
tamgha left, nandipada and legend ОНРО 
on right 
(Gobl 855) 


1804. AE, 11.23g, 25mm 


¢: King on elephant right, legend 
Thrce-headed Siva, his right akimbo, his left 


holding antelope, on left tamgha and trident- 
axe OOHPO on right 


(Сй! 902/ courtesy CNG e-auction 2248278) 
1805. AE 


Obv: 


ng cross-legged, his right raised, his left 

holding sceptre, legend around 

Rev: Four-armed Siva, trident in his upper left, 
antelope in his lower left, expected attributes 
in his right hands ¿war and diadem, (ОНРО 
on right), tamgha on left 
(compare Tandon 2011, fig.7b) 


1806. AE 


Obv: Cross-legged king, sceptre in his left and 
sword in his right 

Rev: Four-armed Siva holding trident, kamandalu, 
damaru and diadem, tamgha left, ОНРО right 
(compare Göbl 851) 


1807. 


Obv: King seated on couch, legend 

Rev: Four armed Siva, tamgha |, ОНРО right 
(Gàbl 850/conrtesy Pankaj Tandon 
www.coinindia) 


Pharro Type 
CATALOGUE 
1808. AE, 11.23g, 23mm. 


Obv: King on elephant right 

Rev: Pharro standing left holding moncy-bag in his 
outstretched right and sceptre in his raiscd left, 
tamgha left, legend ФАРО right 
(Gob! 864) 
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1809. AE, 9.96g, 24mm 


Obv: Cross-legged king, sceptre in his left 
Rev: Pharro to left, tamgha left, ФАРО right 
(Сй! 866) 


Rama (Yodhavade) Type 
CATALOGUE 
1810. AE, 12.55g 


Obv: King on elephant to right, legend around 

Rev: Standing Rama holding large bow, Kharosthi 
legend Yadbarade on left 
(СӘ! 893, this coin] Thanks to Shailendra. 
Bhandare for providing the photo of this Ashmolean 
Museum coin and for pointing to the correct 
identification of the deity firstly proposed ly Joe Cribb 
in 2009/ Apart from this Rama type the legend 
Yodharade is combined on otber Hurishka coins with 
Ardochsho, Оро, Oado, Nana and Vishnu). 


Vishnu Type 


Thanks to Joe Cribb who pointed to the existence of 
the unique Huvigka type in the British Museum. lt is a 
tetradrachm depicting the king riding an elephant to 
the right and holding a sceptre in his right, The reverse 
shows frontally facing standing Vishnu with diverse 
attributes in his eight arms; the tamgha is placed on the 
left, Kharosthi legend Yadharudeon the right. 
‘The coin, unfortunately is not illustrated. 


Vasudeva I 
(ca.195-225 CE) 


Dated inscriptions have helped to fix the beginning of 


Vasudeva's reign at about 195 
445). For his gold and copper coinage Vasudeva used 
only one main type: the standing king holding a trident 
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in his raised left, offering at an altar with his right- with 
a second trident above the altar on the later issues. As 
for the reverse type Vasudeva returns to the 'Siva with 
bull motif of Vima Kadphises with, however, the bull 
standing to left. The Vasudeva coin type turned out to 
bea most popular type and was posthumously imitated 
in different degrees of degeneration until the Kusino- 
Sasanian and Kidarite period 


CATALOGUE 
1811, AE, 10.17g, 25mm 


Obv: King standing left sacrificing at altar, holding 
trident in his raised left, Bactrian legend 
PAONANO PAO BAZOAHO KOPANO 

Rey: Siva standing in front of bull to left, trident in 
his raised left diadem in his right; tamgha on 
right, legend OHPO on left 
(Gib! 1000) 


1812. AE, 8.91g, 24mm 


King at altar, additional trident above altar 
* Siva with bull 
(Саы 1003) 


1813. AE, 8.93g, 22mm 


Obv: King at altar, nondipada tight of king 
Rev: Siva with bull 
G 1004 courtesy Pankaj Tandon 
wwwcoinindia) 


Kaniska II 
(ca. 225-245 CE) 


The other important and intensively copied coin 
design of the later Kusina kings was the 'king standing 
ataltar/ seated Ardoxsho' type of Kaniska II. 


CATALOGUE 
1814. AE, 8.87g, 23mm 


Obv: King sacrificing at altar holding trident, second 
trident above altar, Brahmi letter Jara on right, 
д on left and gho between king's legs, Bactrian 
legend PAONANO PAO KANHPKO 
KOPANO 

Rey: Siva and bull, tampha left, OHPO right 
(Struck from dies of Gobl 634 gold dinar: copper. 
core of contemporary fake?) 


1815. AE, 6.82g, 21mm 


Obv: King sacrificing at altar, standard in his left, 
Brahmi # on right, corrupt legend around 

Rev: Enthroned Ardochsho holding diadem and 
cornucopia 


(Gàbl 1015/ courtesy P. Tandon www.coinindia) 
1816. AE, 5.92g, 19mm 


Obv: King at altar 
Rev: Seated Ardochsho, tamgha on left 


—————0000000.-. 
Vasudeva II 
(ca. 275-300 CE) 


Vasudeva П was the successor of Kaniska III for 
whose dating we have inscriptional evidence placing 


him about 141 у 
era (Cribb, 1990: 


CATALOGUE 
1817. AE, 3.89g, 14mm 


20 


Obv: King at altar, sceptre in his left, trident left 
Rev; Seated Ardochsho type 
(Gill 1021) 


1818. AE, 4.38g 


Safterthebeginningof he Kaniska 
). 


о 
E 


v: Facing king enthroned, both arms raised, 
Drühmi гил, on right 

Facing Ardochsho enthroned holding. 

cornucopia and diadem, uncertain legend right 

(Gêbl 1024/ courtesy CNG auction 768966) 


1819. AE, 3.36g, 17mm 


Obv: As 1818 but overstruck on Kusino-Sasanian 
KABOD type of Hormizd I 

Rev: As 1818 but overstruck 
(identified by Joe Cribb) 


1820. AE, 3.48g, 14mm 


Obv: Enthroned king type, simplified style 
Rev: Seated Ardochsho type, simplified style 


1821. AE, 4.56g, 12mm 
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Standing king holding trident-sceptre 
: Tampha, dotted border 
(Courtesy CNG e-auction 2208249) 


1822. AE, 4.44g, 16mm 


Obv: Brahmi мал 
Rev: Tamgha, dotted border 
(Gab! 1020/ courtesy CNG e-auction 2968124) 


1823. AE, 2.65g, 15mm 


өө 


Obv: Brahmi nam 
Rev: Tamgha 
(Courtesy CNG e-auction ¢-215#369) 
Post Vasudeva II Coinage 
CATALOGUE 


1824. AE, 3.27g, 15mm 


Obv: Tamghs-like object 
Rev: Tamgha 
(Courtesy CNG e-auction 268#172) 


1825. AE, 3.15g, 15mm 


Obv: Curved pole on square box 
Rev: Tamgha 
(Courtesy CNG e-auction 296#128) 


1826. AE, 3.84g, 15mm 
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-anction 3004 122) 


POST-KUSANA COINAGES 


ions of 
Kaniska's coin designs with the standing king and the 
rse deities depicted as simpli 


human figures. 
ih 
ns 
attributions but 
n of these coins is 
Haryana/northern UP region. Only few Huvika 
imitations are known from this scri most arc 

ka imitations; Kanigka's coins continued to be 
circulating in the Delhi region but not so 
Huviska's coins because Kugin rule over the region 
ended already during the early reign of Huviska (0). 
Cribb 1985D: 301-305). 


Kaniska Inspired 
Die-struck Type 
(Haryana, northern UP) 
CATALOGUE 
1827. AE, 12.52g, 24mm 


Crude version of king (Kaniska) at altar 
: Standing deity, right raised, left akimbo 
(MAG 4674rar.) 


1828. AE, 7.98g, 22mm 


: King offering at altar 
: Deity with raised right and lowered left 
(Courtesy К.К. Maheshwari) 


1829. AE, 9.23g, 24mm 


Obv: King offering at altar. | 
Rev: Deity with right outstretched, left akimbo 
(Courtesy К.К. Mabeshrari) 


1830. AE, 8.20g, 23mm 


Obv: King offering at altar 
Rev: Deity, left raised, right akimbo 
(Courtey К.К. Mabeshwari) 


1831. AE, 9.70g, 24mm 


King at altar, his left akimbo 


with raised right and lowered left 
x ите К.К. Mabeshwari) 


1832. AE, 7.13g, 22mm 


Obv: Standing human, raised right, left akimbo 
Rev: As obverse 


(Courtesy K.K. Maheshwari) 
AE, 7.13g, 21mm 


Obv: Standing human, raised right, left lowered 
Rev: Standing human, raised right, left lowered 
(MACI 4694) 


183: 


Р 


1834. AE, 11g, 25mm. 


: Standing human, trident on left 
т Standing human, left raised, right lowered 
(МАСІ 4688/ courtesy Paul Coenen) 


1835. AE, 8.47g, 21mm 


Obv: Human figure, left lowered, right raised 
Rev: Human figure, right akimbo, left raised. 
(Courtesy KK. Maheshwari) 


1836. AE, 9.63g, 23mm 


Obv: Standing human, left raised, right lowered 
Rev: Standing human both arms raised 
(Courtesy К.К. Mabeshwari) 


1837. AE, 6.37g, 23mm 


DO 


Obv: Human figure both arms lowered 
Rev: Human figure, left akimbo, right raised 
(Courtesy К.К. Mabeshwari) 


1838. 


: Standing human, both arms lowered 
= Standing human, right raised, left akimbo 
(KK. Maheshwari) 
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1839. AE, 2.04g 


Obv: Crude version of standing king with trident 
and tamgha on left 

Rev: Blank 
Different style. Possibly local ism of the Ganges 
valley. 
(Courtesy Todywulla auction 821665) 


-—---------0000000-- 


Kanigka Inspired 
Cast Types (Odisha) 


These coins, labelled as Puri-Kuşîn, are known from 
s hoards from Odisha, frequently associated 
with Kaniska and Huviska coins; they appear to have 
been a local copper coinage of Odisha in the post- 
Kuşäna period. 


CATALOGUE 
1840. AE, 4.13g, 19mm 


o 


Obv: Standing human, right raised, left lowered 
Rev: Standing human, crescent on right 
(MACW 4700) 


1841. AE, 9.0g, 22mm 


Obv: Standing human 
Rev: Standing human, crescent on right 


1842. AE, cast, 8.81g, 22mm 
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nding human 
Standing human, crescent on left 
(Compare MATEC 5211) 


1843. AE, c. 6g, 20mm 


66 


Obv: Three hills, legend Dranka below 
Rey: Standing human, crescent on right 
(MAC 4702/ photo courtesy Michael Mitchiner) 


-0000000----------- 


Rev: 


Huviska Inspired Types 
(Haryana) 
In contrast to the common Kaniska imitations from 
Haryana and northern UP relatively few Huviska 
imitations origin from this region where Kusán rule 
had ended quite early during Huviska's reign. The 
obverse of these imitative coins shows a crude 


depiction of the king riding an elephant, their reverse a 
simplified version of a standing deity. 


Elephant Rider Type 
CATALOGUE 
1844. AE, 15.96g 


Obv: King on elephant to left 
Rev: Crudely depicted standing deity 
(Courtesy Amit Обер) 


1845. AE, c.10g, 24mm. 


Obv: King on elephant to right 
Rev: Crudely depicted standing deity 
(МАС 4681 / courtesy Michael Mitchiner) 


1846. AE, 12g 


Obv: King on elephant to right 
Rev: Deity standing to right 
(Distinctive local seris] courtesy Daulal Johri) 


1847. AE, 8g 


Obs: King on elephant to right 
: Crudely depicted standing deity 
(Courtesy Рами! Jobri) 


0000000... 


Imitations from Bactria 


‘The series starts with heavy posthumous elephantrider 
types with meaningless legends. Smaller and lighter 
coins follow which imitate all three obverse types of 
Huviska; these are the types which are attributed to the 
YJouan-Jouan' by Mitchiner (1978: 442). They are 
nomadic issues from Bactria with Balkh region 
findspots and much more frequently found than the 
scarce Huviska imitations from Haryana, 

Some rarely seen mules are included here although 
they do not fit properly in this category. The 
the elphant-rider observe of Huvishka with either the 


‘Siva/bull reverse type of Vima Kadphises or the ‘king 
ataltar observe of Kanishka, 


Huviska/Vima Kadphises Type 
CATALOGUE 
1848. AE, 11.17g, 25mm 


Obv: King on clephant to left holding sceptre, 
legend around 

Rev: Facing Siva holding trident, standing in front 
of bull to right (=Vima Kadphises reverse 


type), tamgha left, unclear legend right 
ugha left, right 
(Courtesy CNG e-auction 3228416) 


1849. AE, 14.90g, 25mm 


Obv: King on elephant to right holding ankas 
Rev: Siva with bull type but bull to left 
(Courtesy Indus Valley Coins) 


Huvigka/Kaniska Type 
CATALOGUE 
1850. AE, ,11.5g, 25mm 


King on elephant to right holding arikuie 
: Kaniska's "king offering at altar type 

R. Senior 2014, JONS 218, p.15, na6/ 
courtesy CNG e-anction 3398229) 


Elephant Rider/Deity Type 
CATALOGUE 
1851. AE, 9.76g, 24mm 


Obv: King on elephant to right holding añkxía, 
corrupt legend around 

Rev: Deity standing left holding diadem in 
outstretched right, left akimbo, tamgha left, 
corrupt legend right 
(Gòbi 930) 


1852. AE, 10.31g, 25mm 
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Obv: King on elephant type 

Rev: Moon-god left, crescents on shoulders, four- 
pronged tamgha left. corrupt legend right 
(Gébl 913) 


1853. AE, 8.12g, 24mm 


Obv: King on elephant type 
Rev: Mao to left type but three-pronged tamgha 
(Gébl, Donum Burns, 373) 


1854. AE, 8.06g, 23mm 


Rey: Mao to left type 


(Courtesy Paul Coenen) 
1855. AE, 11.95g, 26mm 


Obv: King on elephant type, different style 
Rev: Mao to left type, four-pronged tamgha 


1856. AE, 11.58g, 27mm 


Obv: King on elephant holding rident- eñknfa 
Rev: Mao to left type, four-pronged tamgha 
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1857. AE, 14.42g, 27mm 


Obv: King on elephant type, different style 
Rev: Mao to left type, different style 


1858. AE, 10.45g, 27mm 


Obv: King on elephant type, different style 
Rev: Mao to left type, different style 


1859. AE, 14.3g, 24mm 


Obv: King on elephant, legend around 

Rev: Female deity left (according to Mitchiner the 
style resembles that of the Yaudheya coins) 
(МАС 4665 /courtesy Michael Mitchiner) 


1860. AE, 7.50g, 22mm. 


Obv: King on elephant type 
Rev: Sun-god Mithra to right, tamgha right 


1861. AE, 2.02g, 18mm 


ing on clephant to right 
Deity standing right, tamgha right 


1862. AE, 1.28g, 18mm. 


Obv: King on elephant right., simplifie 
Rev: Simplified version of Mao, tamgha 
(Gobl 973) 


Elephant Rider to Left Type 
CATALOGUE 
1863. AE, 9.72g, 23mm 


Obv: King on elephant to left 
Rev: Uncertain deity to left, tamgha on left 
(Gill 912) 


1864. AE, 2.83g, 20mm 


SO 


Obv: King on clephant to left 
Rev: Mao to left type 
(Courtesy CNG e-auction 2138230) 


1865. AE, 1.38g, 19mm 


Obv: King on elephant to left 
Rev: Mao standing to left, tamgha left 


1866. AE, 125g, 16mm 


Obv: King on elephant to left 
Rev: Siva holding trident, Brahms letter left 


King Riding Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
1867. AE, 11.7g24mm 


Obv: King riding a bull to right 
Standing deity, tamgha left 
(MAC 4667/ courtesy Michael. Мисте) 


'King-on-couch' Type 
CATALOGUE 
1868. AE, 4.41g, 20mm 


00 


Obv: Simplified version of Huviska's 'king-on- 
couch’ type 

Rev: Mao with crescents on shoulder standing to 
left, tamgha on left, corrupt legend on right 
(GM 974) 


1869. AE, 3.33g, 19mm 


King on couch type. 
: Mao to left type 


1870. AE, 1.45g, 19mm 


Obv: King on couch, stick-figure design 
Rev: Mao to left type, dotted border 
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1871. AE, 4.62g, 2Imm. 


Ом: King on couch type 
Rev: Deity left, tamgha left, dotted border 
(Gill 978) 


1872. AE, 3.50g, 19mm 


Obv: King on couch type 
Rev: Deity to left, tamgha on left 


1873. AE, 3.86g, 21mm. 


Q9 


Obv: King on couch type 
Rev: Deity to right, tamgha on right 


'Cross-legged King! Type 
CATALOGUE 
1874. AE, 4.4g, 20mm. 


sceptre in his raised 

baldachin around. 

Rev: Mao left, tamgha left, corrupt legend right 
(Gil 975) 


1875. AE, 4.94g, 21mm 
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Obv: Cross-legged king type 
Rev: Deity to left 


1876. AE, 5.05g, 20mm 


Obv: Cross-legged king ype 
Rev: Deity to left 


1877. AE, 2.30g, 18mm 


Obv: Cross-k 
Rev: Mao to left 


1878, AE, 3.04g, 20mm 


d king type 


Obv: Cross-legged king type 
Rev: Mao to right, tamgha on right 


1879. AE, 4.63g, 21mm 


sed king, trident in his left 
Rev: Sun-god Miiro to left, tamgha on left 
(Gill 97 2rar.-there king holding septre) 


1880. AE, 2.21g, 18mm 


Obv: 
Re 


oss-legged king, sceptre in his right 
: Sun god to left, tamgha on left 
(СЫ 980) 


1881. 


Obv: 
Rev 


1882. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


1884. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


1885. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


ү: Cross-ley 


AE, 4.02g, 20mm 


Cross-lcgged king type 
Deity to left, tamgha on left 


AE, 2.36g, 19mm. 


90 


ed king, halo around head 
type, tamgha on left 


Мао (01 


. AE, 2.63g, 20mm 


Cross-legged king type 
Deity to right, tamgha on right 


AE, 136g, 17mm 


du 


Cross-legged king type 
Deity to right, arms raised, tamgha right 


AE, 4.25g, 21mm 


ОФ 


Cross-legged seated king with both hands 
resting on his thighs, rayed baldachin 
Deity standing to left, tamgha on left 


0000000. 


Vasudeva I Inspired Types 


"The Vasudeva imitation types with the 

design show simplified deine nS a bal 
characters or other distinguishable marke on at 
The coins are cruder and of lower weight thar ars 
lifetime issues. The king on these pieces i ep ent 
sketchy way with absurdly elongated arm egos 
and bull design becomes progressively reduced oro 
only thick parallel lines are left 7 


Inscribed Rajno Priyasa Siva and 
Bull Type 


CATALOGUE 
1886. AE 


Obv: King offering at altar holding trident in his 
raised left, Brahmi legend rano priyasa 

Rev: Siva standing in front of bull 
(Courtesy Rajesh Nair) 


Anonymous Siva and Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
1887. AE, 7.66g, 20mm 


® 


King holding trident in raised left offering at 
altar, trident above altar, nandipada on right 
Rev: Bull to left, Siva standing in front of bull, 
trident in his raised left 

(Сам 1004) 


1888. AE, 5.28g, 18mm 


Obv: Simplified king at altar type 
Rev: Simplified Siva with bull type 
(Góbl 2010) 


Obv: 


z 
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1889. AE, 4.40g, 19mm (overstruck) 
Similar but overstruck on Kuyáno-Sasanian 
copper of Piruz I from Сапаћага 


Rev: Siva with bull type overstruck 
(Thanks 1o Joe Cribb for the identification) 


1890. AE, 6.05g, 19mm 


90 


King at altar type, both arms lowered 
Rev: Siva with bull type 


1891. AE, 4.17g, 17mm 


King at altar type 
Rev: Siva with bull type 


Elephant like Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
1892. AE, 3.73g, 15mm 


DO 


Obv: King at altar type, very crude 
Rev: Siva with bull depicted like elephant 


Obv: 


Bull to right Type 
CATALOGUE 
1893. AE, 5.70g, 19mm 


OD 


Obv: King at altar type 
Rev: Siva with bull to right 


292 Ancient Indian Coins 


1894. AE, 3.14g, 14mm 


Obv: Reduced version of king at altar type 
Rev: Siva with bull reduced to paralle! lines 


1895, AE, 1.60g, Imm 


QU 


Obv: Reduced king at altar version 
Rev: Siva with bull reduced to parallel lines 


1896. AE, 3.10g, 12mm. 


DO 


Obv: Highly reduced king at altar version 
Rev: Siva with bull reduced to parallel lines 


PUNJAB 'KOTA' SERIES 


‘The Kotas issued a prolific copper coinage based on 
Kusina prototypes with a particular pre 
Saivite designs such as Siva, bull and trident. This local 
Punjab series was ultimately inspired by the 
types of Vasudeva. The obverse figure of the standing 
Kusina king was transformed into the Brahmi 
character Ata whereas the reverse Siva &bull design 
was maintained. Other types within the series diff 
from the usual scheme depicting obverse le 
as kata bala, kaba, kabel and others and different 
reverse designs such as seated Ardochsho. 

Mitchiner (1978:474) deseribed the Kota people as 
a Punjab branch of the Kidarites and mentions the 
hata kalu reference of the Allahabad inscription of the 
Gupta king Samudragupta which might refer to these 
people 

As hoard evidence has shown, coins of Saka and 
Kipunada (until ca.360 CE) go parallel with 
Gandharan copper coins of Shapûr I (309.379 CE) 
and with certain Kota copper coins of the Punjab 
regions. In hoard finds Kota coins are also frequently 
associated with Kidarite and late Kugino-Sasantan 
copper coins This suggests a late 4th centu 
chronology for the Kota coins (Cribb, 1985 C: 315), 
Such a dating is also in line with that of 


Maheshwari(1980:27-28) which is based on 
palacography and hoard evidence such as the Ruper 
hoard. Maheshwari proposed a chronology earlier 
than Chandragupta II (c2.375-415 CE) at least for the 
start of the series, even if some types may have been 
issued as late asa 


Kota/Siva and Bull Type 
Kota/Trident Type 
CATALOGUE 
1897. AE, 4.80g, 19mm 


Qu 


Brahmi letter Aots, trident on right, crescent on 
left ў | 
Rev: Bull to left, Siva standing in front of bull 


1898. AE, 5.20g, 20mm 


Obv: Brähmi Дола, trident on left, crescent on right 
Rev: Siva with bull 
(Courtesy Zen 


1899. AE, 4.90g, 18mm 


в: Brihmi бым, four-spoked wheel on left, trident 
right 
Rev: Siva with bull 
(GG 1967, m 179/ Maheibauri 1980, 2 = rr 
with Spoke wheel! courtesy Panl Coenen) 


1900. AE, 5.30g, 18mm. 


Обу: Brihmi kta, trident-axe on right, thunderbolt 
left 


#48957) 


Rev: Siva with bull 
(Gill 184; MACW 367 trar. w 
right and trident-asse Ilf comte 
Güld 1967, пе 182, basa triden on ri 
о ides of 
kota. MACW 3670 bas the trident on ү 
fats Me (he trident on 1. und four 


1901. AE, 4.80g, 20mm 


Obv: Brahmi koa, trident on left and thunderbolt 
on right 
Rev: Siva with bull 


(Gill 1967, na. 183rar| courtesy Zenott48972) 
1902. AE, 4.30g, 19mm. 


Obv: Brihmi ofa, crescent with seven dots on left, 
crescent intermingling with trident on right 
Rev: Siva with bull 


Appears to be Göbl (1967) 187 уре orerstruck on a 
trident type/ courtesy Paul Coenen 


1903, AE, 4.86g, 19mm 


Obv: Brühmi о/а, crescent with seven dots on left 
and fork-like trident on right 

Rev: Siva with bull 
(Courtesy Zenot#49029) 


rth thunderbolt 
Чу Paul Coenen) 


Kota/Crescent Type 
CATALOGUE 
1904. AE, 5.28g, 19mm 


Ob: Шш kota, crescent on both sides 
Rev: Siva with bull 
(MACIV 3782/ courtesy Zenot#48971) 
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1905. AE, 4.90g, 18mm 


DO 


Obv: Brahmi £ota, crescent on right. crescent with 
three dots on left 

Rev: Siva with bull 
(МАС 3674) 


1906. AE, 4.38g, 17mm 


Obv: Brihmi £u, crescent on left, dotted line on 
right 

Rev: Siva with bull 
(Conrtesy Zenoft 26753) 


1907. AE, 4.75g, 16mm 


€) 


Obv: Brahmi dota, crescent with three dots on left 
and on right 

Rev: Siva with bull 
Further minor crescent varieties exist: see Maheshwari 
(1980 nos. 5-11) and Mitchiner (MACW nos, 
3674-3783) 


АЕ, 4.78g, 18mm 


ç D 


mi kota, crescent on right, dots on left 
Rev: Siva with bull 
(MACI 3677) 


. AE, 4.77g, 17mm 


190 


š 
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Obv: Brühmi dota, ccrescent with seven dots above 
оп left and crescent with two horizontal bars 
on right 

Rev: Siva with bull 
(МАСИ 3681/ ситез Zenott48959) 


1910. AE, 4.48g, 18mm 


Obv: Brahmi éna, crescent with three bars on left, 
crescent with seven dots on right 
Rev: Siva with bull 
(MAC. 3679] courtesy Zeno##48974) 
Kota/Bull to Right 
CATALOGUE 


1911, AE, bull right, 4.53g, 20mm 


Obv: Brahmi Али, crescent on left, dots on right 

Rev: Siva with bull, bull standing to the right 
Kota/Wheel Type 

CATALOGUE 

1912. AE, 4.29g, 18mm 


60 


Obv: Brühmi ksa, wheel on left 
Rev: Siva with bull 


1913. AE, 5.0g, 18mm 


Obv: Brihmi £i, wheel with dot above and below 
оп right, crescent on left 

Rev: Siva with bull 
(Courtesy Zeno 154825) 


Crude Kota Type 
CATALOGUE 
1914. AE, 4.13g, 17mm 


00 


Obv: Brihmi køla 
Rev: Simplified version of Siva with bull 


:0000000--- 


Koha/Śiva and Bull Type 


CATALOGUE 
1915. AE, 2.90g, 19mm 


Obv: Brahmi kaha, crescent on left, dots on right 
Rev: Siva standing in front of bull 
(Courtesy Panl Coenen) 


1916. AE, 2.606, 16mm 


с Kaba on right, wheel on left 
* Siva with bull 
(MACW 3664/ courtesy Paul Coenen) 


Obv: Koba in center, wheel on left, flower on right 
Rev: Siva with bull 


(Са 1967, na.177/ courtesy Jan Lingen) 
000оооо............ 


Ko/Siva and Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
1918. AE, 5.52g, 17mm 


Se 


Obv: Brahmi До, thunderbolt on left, 
Rev: Siva with bull 
(Courtesy Zeno #154070) 


1919. AE, 5.18g 


OW 


hmi 4x, thunderbolt on right, trident on left 
with bull 
(MACIE #3672/ courtesy Jan Lingen) 


1920. AE, 5.28g, 16mm 


(p Qp 


Obv: Brihmî Ао, thunderbolt on right 
Rev: Siva with bull 


1921. AE, 2.69g, 16mm 


Obv: Brahmi letter £o Я 
Rev: Siva& bull design reduced to linear pattern 
(Courtesy Zenott85115) 


————0000000-———— 
Kota Bala/Siva and Bull Туре 


CATALOGUE 
1922. AE, 4.96g, 18mm 


trident on right 
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Obv: Brahmi letters ofa in center, bala on right 
Rev: Siva with bull 
(MAC 3666) 


1923. AE, 4.94g, 18mm 


Obv: Kota bala, crescent with two bars on left 
Rev: Siva with bull 
(Courtesy Zeno#48962) 


1924. AE, 4.83g, 16mm 


0 @ 
Obv: Kota bala , crescent on right 


Rev: Siva with bull 
1925. AE, 4.80g, 16mm 


Obv: Kota bala, trident on right 


Rev: Siva with bull 
(Goll 1967, no. 180] courtesy Paul Coenen) 


-—————0000000... 


Diverse Types with 
Different Legends 


"The names which are added to the family name on 
several specimens appear to be personal names. They 
thus probably represent rulers of the Kota people such 


as Rudravarma, Balavarma, Balavira or Vidisagu. 
Kota Bala/Rudra 
CATALOGUE 


1926. AE, 5.0g, 18mm 
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Obv: Brahmi hota, bala right, dra left 

Rev: Bull seated to left, Brahmi rz below 
Rudra as a name of Siva, is a possible reading 
although nunsnally placed with RU" on reverse and 
‘DRA on obverse 
(МАС 3784; Göbl 1967, no.189) 


Kota Bala/Rudravarma 


CATALOGUE 
1927. AE, 4.43g, 20mm 


Obv: Brahmi oa, bala on left, rma (or rya) on right 
Rev: Brahmi legend rudrararma. 
(Gib! 1967, na 190; Mabeshwuri 1980, p.27, type 
G, reading by Maheshwari] courtesy Jan Lingen) 


Vira/Bala 


CATALOGUE 
1928. AE, 2.59g 


Obv: Brahmi legend Vira 


Rev: Standing Siva (without bull), trident right, 
Brahmi Bala on left 


(Courtesy Jan Lingen) 
Viru/Trident 


Obv: Trident on left, Brahmi Vir on right 
Rev: Siva with bull 
(Courtesy KK Mabeshwari, 1980, no.28, this coin) 


Vidisagu 
CATALOGUE 
1930. AE, ca.2g 


өе. 


= Trident on left, Brahmi іла in two lines on 
V. ag 

: Siva resting on seated bull 

(Mabeshwari 1980, na.29b/ courtesy Amit Udesli) 


Bhri/Trident 
CATALOGUE 
1931. AE, 2.52g, 15mm 
Ох: Trident, Brihmi bri on right 


Rev: Siva with bull 
(Mabeshwari 1980, 00.27) 


1932. AE, 2.50g 


ӨӨ 


v: Trident, Brihmi рл on right 
: Siva with bull 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 8877) 


-0000000----------- 


Ardochsho Type 
Legend: Balavama 
CATALOGUE 
1933. AE, 1.90g, 12x9mm 


Obv: Bull to left, above Brahmi legend 
(mabasewapati) balavamasa 

Rev: Seated Ardochsho 
J.Gribb, 1985, Coin Hoards VII, p.316, fi 46; 
V. Devkarni & M. Kumar, Numismatic Studies, 5 


1934, AE, 1.84g 


Obv: Bull to left, above legend part (ma)basenapati 
м... 


Rey: Seated Ardochsho: 
(Courtesy Jan Lingen) 


1935. AE, 1.13g 


09 


Bull to left, legend around 
Seated Ardochsho 
(Courtesy Jan Lingen) 


Legend: Kota Bala Riva 
CATALOGUE 
1936. AE, 2.10g, 12mm 


Obv: Brühmi Kola in center, Bala right, Rina left 
Rev: Seated Ardochsho 
(Maheshwari 1980, p.26, буре В, drawing by 
K.K.Mabeshwari/ Lingen collection) 


Legend: Bala 
CATALOGUE 
1937. AE, 0.75g, 11x9mm 
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Obv: Bala written retrograde 
Rev: Crude version of seated Ardochsho 
(МАС? 3686 var.) 


1938. AE, 1.60g, 12x10mm 


Obv: Brihmi bala 
Rey: Seated Ardochsho reduced to pile of dots 


PUNJAB CRESCENT 
HEADED HUMAN 
FIGURE TYPES 


These coins are made of a very debased gold alloy. 
They were first published by Whitehead in 1911 with a 
reported findspot in Ambala district of the Punjab. 
Mitchiner (1978: 475) regards them as Kidarite 
derivatives; they appear to have been struck by local 
Punjab rulers of the Sth century CE. 


CATALOGUE 
1939. AV debased, 9.0g, 20mm 


rudely depicted crescent-headed human 
rudely depicted quadruped (bull), uncertain 
legend around 

(MACY 3773 / courtesy Michael Mitebiner) 


1940. AV debased, 5.5g, 20mm 


Obv: Crudely depicted crescent-headed human 
Rey: Bull standing to right 
(MAC 3777/courtesy Michael Mitehiner) 
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KANISKA II INSPIRED TYPE 


The imitative copper coins with ‘standing king/seated 
Ardoxsho! design are smaller, lighter and of cruder 
lc than the official Kaniska И types they imitate. А 
characteristic feature of many of these pieces is the 
depiction of the king's crown, which is high-peaked 
with a pronounced bifurcation at its top. If one looks 
at the gold staters of the latest kings of the Kusina 
dynasty, е. Saka and Kipunada, we find examples with 
а very similar depiction of the crown, a feature that 
seems to have served as an inspiration for the small 
coppers in question. These pieces therefore are 
unlikely to have been issued before the 4th century C 
Another 4th century imitative type with seated 
Ardoxsho reverse type differs їп its obverse depiction: 
instead of the standing king it shows a depiction of the 
seated king, This type obviously copies a prototype 
reaching back to the time of Vasudeva 11 (Mitchiner, 
1978, no. 3569), 


CATALOGUE 
1941. AE, 4.53g, 18mm 


PQ 


Obv: King standing offering at altar on left 
Rev: Simplified version of seated Ardochsho 
(Gëbl 1984, то.1017; MACW 3519) 


1942. AE, 5.04g, 17mm 


Obv: King at altar 
Rev: Seated Ardochsho 


1943. AE, 6.39g, 19mm 


Obv: King at altar 
Rev: Seated Ardochsho 


1944. AE, 


54g, 15mm 


4 


Obv: King at altar 
Rev: Seated Ardochsho, trident right 


1945. AE, 1.78g, 16mm 


DƏ 


Obv: King at altar 
Rev: Seated Ardochsho, local style 


1946. AV Debased, 1.75g, 12mm 


: King at altar 
2 Bird-like appearance of Ardochsho 
(МАС? 3715 for Mitchiner a Kidarite type) 


. AE, 1.5g, 13mm 


PE 


Obv: Standing king with bifurcated crown as on 
gold staters of Kipunada and Saka 

Rev: Seated Ardochsho 
(Pieper 2002, na 25) 


194 


5 


KUSANO-SASANIAN 
COPPER COINS 


During the reign of the Sasanian king Ardashir 1 ( 
241 CE) Bactria, until then part of the Kugána realm, 
was conquered and subsequently ruled by regional 


kings, the Kusinshahs. Under Shāpür 1 (242-272 CE) 
Gandhara as well was incorporated into the Kuyáno- 
Sasanian realm.According to Cribb's analysis the 
Kugino 


sanian coins had been emitted in the 
following chronological order by Ardashir I, Peroz 1, 
Hormizd 1, Hormizd I, Peroz I and Shápür Il. 


Bactrian Series 


‘The Kusino-Sasanian copper coins of Bactria are 
generally smaller and thinner than their Gandháran 
companions and show Pablavi inscriptions in contrast 
to the Gandharan issues which bear legends in 
Bactrian script. As a general rule (there are a few 
exceptions such as a copper type of Hormizd I which 


shows an investiture scene! and the 'e, 

types of Ardashir 1) the reverses of the Вас 
ssues show either the ‘Siva with bull design ora ne 
bust arising from a fire-altar.At the end of the Inte 
weight 'bust-above-fire-altar” coins of Bactria appear 
some specimens which arc inscribed in the nase 
Varahran and Kidars. The Varahran coins show the 
king wearing a ram's horn; Mitchiner (1978; coin пы 
1312) here following Bivar, ascribed this type to 
Varathan Il, whereas Cribb attributed it to a Perse 11 
This Peroz III is placed by Cribb immediately befor 
Kidara, who continued to use the ram's horns crown, 


after having conquered the Kusino-Sasanian realm 
around the middle of the 4th century CE. 


nthroned seated 


Ardashir I: King/Seated Mithra Type 
CATALOGUE 
1948. AE, 2.60g, 18mm 


Obv: King standing to left offering at altar, holding 
a ball-topped staff in his right 

Rev: Enthroned Mithra identified by the legend 
(Lard Mithra) on right, tamgha-like symbol left. 
(Cribb 1990, na.15; СӘ 1984, na.1114) 


Bust/Anahita Type 
CATALOGUE 


1949. AE, bust/Anahita, 2.90g, 20mm 


Obv: King's bust right in turreted crown, Pahlavi 
legend right 

Rev: Anahita seated in niche offering wreath of 
investiture with her right, spear in her left 
(Cribb 1990, na.16; Gobl 1984, no. 1028) 


Kusana and Post Kusana Coinages 299 
Bust in Bird's Crown/Invesiture Type 
CATALOGUE 
1950. AE, 3.43g, 17mm 


Obv: King's bust wearing crown adorned with bird 
holding a pearl in its beak (like on crown of 
Sasanian king Hormizd IT), Pahlavi legend 

Rey: Investiture scene according to Gab! invol 
king and Anahita 
(Cribb 1990, na.17; Gb 1984, по 1029) 


Рего I: King/Siva and Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
1951, AE 


Obv: King in Kuşān helmet standing to left, offering 
at altar, trident in his left, second trident above 
altar, Pahlavi legend 

Rev: Siva with bull, trident in his left 
(Cribb 1990, na.19; Gb! 1984, na. 1101) 


1952. AE, 2.35g, 17mm 


2 


Obv: King at altar, lion-head crown, trident in his 
left and trident above altar, Pahlevi legend 
Siva with bull 

(compare Göbl 1984, no.1107.2) 


1953. AE, 2.35g, 16mm 


Rev: 
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ing at altar, mustika between king's legs 


‘a with bull 
(Cribb 1990, no.20; Gill 1984, na. 1106.3) 


Hormizd I/ Siva and Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
1954, AE, 2.11g, 15mm 


Obv: Bust of king, lion-head crown with 'globc- 
artichoke’ ornament, tamgha on left, legend on 
right 

Rev: Siva with bull 
(Gill 1984, n.103) 

Hormizd I/ Investiture Type 

CATALOGUE 


1955. AE 


Obv: Bust, lion-head crown, tampha I, legend r. 

Rev: Investiture scene with king left offering at altar 
and crowning himself with wreath; goddess 
seated on chair on right offering wreath to king 
(Cribb 1990, na.23; СЫ 1984, na. 1044) 


Hormizd I/Deity on Altar Type 
CATALOGUE 
1956. AE, 2.12g, 15mm 


Obv: Bust, lion-head crown, legend right 

Rev. Head and flamed shoulders of male deity 
arising from decorated altar, sceptre in hi 
beribboned wreath in right; the Pahlevi legend 
translates "she exalted god (see Cribb 1990: 187) 
(Cribb 1990, то.24; Góbl 1984, т.1062) 


1957. AE, 1.68g, 14mm 


Obv: Bust of king to left, legend on left 
Male deity rising from altar type 
(Courtesy CNG самайт 2398270) 


Hormizd П Type 


CATALOGUE 
1958, AE, 2.26g, 14mm 


Obv: Bust of king to r. wearing winged crown with 
globe at top, Pahlevi legend 

Rev: Deity rising from altar type but the deity here 

identified in the legend as Anahita 

(Cribb 1990, no.25; СЫ 1984, no.1091) 


Peroz II Type 
CATALOGUE 
1959. AE, 2.04g, 17mm 


Obv: Bust of king to right but crown with bull horn 
decorations and 'globe-artichocke’, legend 
right 

Rev: Male deity rising from altar type 
(Cribb 1990, na.26; Gill 1984, то. 1083) 


Shapar II Type 

CATALOGUE 

1960. AE, 1.74g, 16mm 
CR 


Орк: Bust of king to right in turreted crown 
Rev: Deity rising from altar type 
(Courtesy CNG e-auetion 3218269) 


Varahan Type 
CATALOGUE 
1961. AE, 1.52g, 14mm 


Ом: Bust of king to right in flat crown with globe 
on top, Pahlevi legend 

Rev: Deity rising from altar type 
(Cribb 1990, na27; Gill 1984, na 1092/ 
courtesy CNG e-auction 3691334) 


1962. AE, 1.48g, 14mm 


Bust of king 1, in flat crown, Pahlevi legend 
Deity rising from altar type 
(Courtesy CNG e-anction 2398271) 


1963, AE, 0.99g, 13mm 


Obv: Bust of king to right in ram's horns crown 
with top decoration, Pahlevi legend 

Rev: Deity rising from altar type 
(Cribb 1990, 00.28, Gill 1984, na 1096/ 
courtesy CNG e-anction 2748258) 


1964, AE, 1.40g, 12mm 


v: Bust of king to left in ram's horns crown 
2 Deity rising from altar type 
(Courtesy СМС e-anction 321#270) 


———0000000——T 
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Gandharan Series 


‘The reverse of all Gandhàran issues bears the fire-altar 
design. The last of these issues appear to have been 
struck by 5Һарйг Il, inscribed either kabod or shabore, 
and according to Cribb the specimens with the shaboro 
legend may be the latest. This type degenerated soon 
and was imitated posthumously with a completely 
obliterated re 


rse. 
Peroz I Type 

CATALOGUE 

1965. AE, 3.62g, 17mm 


Obv: Bust of king to right wearing flat topped 


crown, legend on right 
Rev: Deity arising from fire-altar, Gracco-Bactrian 
legend 


(Cribb 1990, na.32, Gêhl 1984, na 1115/ 
courtesy CNG e-auction 3218268) 


Hormizd Type 
CATALOGUE 
1966. AE, 4.30g, 18mm 


Obv: Bust of king to right, lion-head crown, tamgha 
on right 

Rev: Deity arising from fire-altar, legend around 
(MAC 1286/ courtesy CNG єана. 3648525) 


Ѕһараг II Type 
CATALOGUE 
1967. AE, 4.30g, 17mm 
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(bv: Bust of king, in 
Bactrian legend Kabod on right 

Rev: Fire-altar 
(Cail 1990, 10.38, САШ 1984, na. 126) 


1968. AE, 1.29g, 10x9mm 


Oby: Simplified bust of king right 
Rev: Degenerate fire-altar 
(Cribh 1990, oA) 


HUN COINS 


Hun tribes had consolidated their rule over Bactria 
during the 4th century CH, At the early 5th century 
they invaded the Kabul valley and Салаға and 
somewhat later they conquered the ‘Taxila region. 
“Their coins in northern India have been influenced by 
earlier prototypes such as Gupta, Kuyina or Kota 
Punjab types. Pa ys made 
extensive forays di 


) 

Budhagupta (c.AB80-500 CF) and Bhänugupi 
CE), minor Gupta kings, seem to have continued 
Gupta rule until the region was occupied by" 

who before had overrun eastern Pun 
Rajputana. An inscription engraved at Mandasoor in 
Malwa, mentions a local Hindu king named 
Visnuvardana who is said vo have defeated Toramápa's 
successor Mihirakula. According to this inscription 
Visnuvardana acknowledged the overlordship of a 
certain Yasedarman who undertook a series of 
эп» from Malwa northwards into the Gangetic 
(Mitchiner, 1978: 597). According to a report of 
the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang Mihirakula suffered 
another major defeat by Balidirya, the son of 
Skandagupta's short-lived successor Puragupta, a late 
king of the lower Ganges regions. Defeats like 
these forced the Huns to withdraw from Malwa, 
Madhyadesa and Rajputana back to Gandhára and 
Kashmir. 


Sruta 
CATALOGUE 
1969. AE, 2.31g, 15mm (late 5th century) 


Kusiina styled standing king with sceptre 
+ Plowerlike wheel, Brahmi legend буша 

(MACW 3800, Goll, 1967, na.125/ 
courtesy Paul Coenen) 


Toramana I (c. 475-515 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
1970. AE, 


OO 


Ow: Gupta styled standing king bow in his left, 
Brahmi character Ja on the right 

Rev: Flower-like wheel, Brahmi legend Tora 
(Gali, 1967, not. 23/ courtesy Manmohan Kumar) 


1971, AE, 3.73g, 18mm 


Obv: Bust of king to right, decorated shoulders, 
ornament below, Brihmi $ri(Br?) on right 
Rev: Wheel on top, Brahmi Tora below 

(MACW 3804; СМ, 1967#120/ 

courtesy Раш Coenen) 


1972. 


Obv: Bust of king to right, Brühmi Br 


Wheel on top, Brühmi legend Tora below 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 648821) 


Mihirakula (c. 515-530) 
CATALOGUE 
1973. AE 


Obv: Bust of king to right, Brahmi Sn Ада 

Rev: Bull to left above bottom line, Brahmi legend 
Jayata Vn (=victorions bull) i 
LAC 3808; Gb, 196718152] courtesy 
Manmohan Kumar) 


1974. AE (overstrike) 


Mihirakula's bull type struck over the wheel 


туре of Toramága | (=the mort fequenti occurring 
overstrike within the Hum series) s 


(Courtesy Manmoban Kumar) 


AE 
: Bust of king to right, tamgha on right 


v Bull to left 
(Gill, 1967, na. 159/ courtesy Paul Coenen) 


1976. AE, 3.10g, 16mm 


Obv: Bust of king to right, tamgha on right 
Rev: Bull to right 
(MAC 3807; Gêl, 1967, na 158/ 
Courtesy Раш! Coenen) 


1977. AE, 8.06g, c.22mm 


1975. 


Obv: Kusina styled standing king with sceptre in his 
raised left, offering at altar with his right, 
Brahmi legend (Shahi) Апааа 

Enthroned Ardochsho type 

(MAC 3780/ courtesy Classical Numismatic 

Gallery auction 218176) 


Rev: 
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1978. AE, c-7g, 22mm 


Obv: King on horse to right 
throned Ardochsho 


(MLACW" 3684; courtesy Michael Mitchiner accor- 
ding to whom Mibiragula can be read on a BM coin) 


1979. AE, 7.1g, 20mm 


g оп elephant, legend Sri (Mihira)kula 
Frontally facing Ardochsho seated on lion 
(MACW? 3785 / courtesy Michael Mitchiner) 


Bhimasena 
CATALOGUE 
1980. AE, 2.16g, 17mm 


ee 


Obv: Bust of king right, trident on right 
Rev: Bull left, Brähmi legend $r Bhimasena 
(Courtesy Manmohan Kumar) 


Lashena (c. 5305/5403) 
CATALOGUE 
1981. AE, c.7g, 22mm 


Obv: Kusána styled king to left, Brahmi legend Ar 
Lathena 

Rev: Enthroned Ardochsho 
(MACU? 3786 / courtesy Michael Mitcbiner) 
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Jara (c. 540s) 
CATALOGUE 
1982. AE, c.7g, 17mm 


Obv: Seated king, Brihmi legend (Shahi) Jara 
Rey: Enthroned Ardochsho 


Toramana II (c. 540-570 CE) 
CATALOGUE 
1983. AE 


Obv: King standing facing holding sceptre in his 
raised left, offering at altar with his right, 
Brahmi legend $ri Toramana 

Rev: Seated goddess facing, Brahmi Jaya right, vase 
of plenty (kalasa) top right 
(MACW 3792) 


BASE GOLD ISSUES OF 
KASHMIR RULERS OF 
HUN DESCENT 


Iconographically remarkable base gold coins of local 
Kashmir rulers of Hun descent have recently surfaced 
from a Kashmir find. The hoard has been discussed by 
Joc Cribb (2016) and contained coins of the 
rulers Toramóna, Meghavubana, Pravarasena and Tuijina. 
‘Their superb style has been influenced by Gupta art. 
They are later than Toramága 1 and Mihirakula; a late 
6th/7th century period as proposed by Cribb appears 
comprehensible. 


Śri Meghavahana (late 6th/early 
7th Century CE) 


CATALOGUE 
1984. Base gold, 7.46g 


Obv: Standing Siva holding trident in his left, lion or 
tiger in background walking to left, Brihmi 
legend рап. Meghamah 

Rev: Goddess seated on lotus, small lotus in her 
right and large lotus in her left, kalasa in top _ 
left field, Brahmi Jayati on right, (Kidara on left) 
(Cribb 2016, fg.1 /ccourtesy Todywalla aut. 
101#29) 


Sri Pravarasena (7th century CE) 
CATALOGUE 
1985. Base gold, 7.41g, 


Obv: Standing Siva with two dwarf attendants 
holding vase and possibly sankh shell, Brahmi 
legend Ari Prorarasenab 

Rev: Goddess seated on lion holding small lotus in 
her right and large lotus in her left, sankh shell 
on pedestal and vase on left, 

Brahmi Jayati right, Kidara left 

According to the Rajatarangini one Prararasena wus a 
brother of Mibirakula and ascended the throne of 
Kashmir only after Mibiraknla's death. Tli may be a 
later namesake and the coin type cannot be dated 
before the late 61b] early 7th century CEJ Cribb 
2016, 3 


(Cribb 2016, fig.3/conrtesy Todymulla ана. 10130) 


Sri Tuñjina (7th Century CE) 
CATALOGUE 
1986. Base gold, 7.39g, 


Obv: Standing ki 


1a dress holding trident 

offering a hmi Sri Трайна left 

Rev: Goddess seated on couch holding a lotus in 
cach hand; Вгїһитї лш right, 
(Cribb 2016, fi 7] courtesy Todyaulla anc. 
101831) 
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BULL TYPE COINS 
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Mahatalavara Bull Type 
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Map 6: Deccan lead coin dynasties, Ist-3rd century CE 
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DECCAN LEAD COIN 
DYNASTIES 


More than elsewhere in ancient India, the people of 
the southern Deccan developed a particular 
preference for lead as a coin metal. The easy availability 
of this metal through natural resources was the main 
reason, One observes an increased output and a 
tendency for relatively large and heavy lead coins in the 
southern Decean during the first two centuries CE. 
‘The “lead coin dynasties’, which are discussed here 
struck their coins chiefly but not exclusively in leads 
some copper types are known as well and they are 
catalogued together with the lead issues. 

After the decline of Mauryan power at about 200 
BCE former province governors of the Mauryan 
kings assumed independence. They sometimes used 
feudatory titles even if at least some of them were 
independent or semi-independent. Titles inscribed on 
their coins are Maltalarara, Mabirathi, Mabibboja, 
 Mabisenipati, Mabágrámika or Mabitalavara. 

Taking the river Krishna as a natural borderline 
between northern and southern Deccan, one finds asa 
general rule that the dynasties of south west Deccan 
(Karnataka) favoured somewhat larger and heavier 
lead coins than those of south east Deccan (Andhra 
Pradesh). Each of these dynasties had a distinctive 
long-lasting dynastic coin type. A related series of lead 
coins is that of the Sakas of Junnar issued in the 1st 
century CE; these lion type coins with tree and hill or 
with tree and bow-arrow reverse design had been 
issued under Nahapāna and under local rulers of the 
region like Isimula, The Mahabhojas were a local 
dynasty of the coastal regions of Maharashtra, 
centered in modern Raigad district. Turtle and snake 
are devices that are characteristically seen on their lead 
coins. 

Among the most important ‘lead coin dynasties! 
of south west Deccan (Karnataka) were the Anandas 
of Banavisi, the Kuras of Kolhapur and the Sidakas 
(formerly called Sadakanas) of Chandravallî (modern 
Chitradurga).The characteristic coin type of the 
‘Ananda’ kings is an eight-arched hill with the top arch 
being much larger than the lower archs, somewhat 
similar to the handle of a basket. The characteristic 
coin device of the Kuras is a bow-arrow depiction and 
that of the Sidakas is the bull which in most cases is 
standing to the left, The Ist century CE was the main 
period when dynasties like 'Anandas! Kuras and 
Sidakas issued their independent coinages until the 
Sátavihana occupation of the region at the end of the 
century. The 'Ananda' coinage was revived after the 
withdrawal of the Sátavihanas from the region. 


"The ‘lead coin dynasties’ of south-east Deccan 
generally favoured an animal as their respective family 
badge. Thus we have the elephant type coins from the 
lower Tuńgabhadrā River with a railed tree on reverse, 
issued crudely and with incomplete inscriptions by an 
unknown dynasty. Another elephant series comprises 
the elephant type coins of the 'Hasti rulers from the 
Veeripuram excavations in the Krishna valley; they 
have a 'hill in square frame’ as reverse design and were 
inscribed by a number of different Maharathis. Along 
the south-eastern coastlands in the Amarivati region 
опе finds the lion type coins of the Sada kings which 
have a hill in square frame on their reverse. And finally 
there are the different series of Mahtalavara horse 
types from Telangana districts north of the river 
Krishna and the typological different Hirafiaka horse 
types from the river Penner south of the Krishna. 

As for the end of local dynasties of south-eastern 
Deccan a number of excavations have shown that 
towards the end of the 2nd century CE the 
Satavahanas crossed the Krishn and brought lands 
south of that river under their direct control. Before 
this date Gautamiputra Satakarni and Vasisthiputra Sri 
Pulumavi had already occupied south-western 
territories of the Deccan as known from inscriptions 
(EJ. Rapson, 1908, xlvii-xlviii) and from 
archaeological and numismatic evidence. 


MAHABHOJAS OF KONKAN 
REGION (MAHARASHTRA: 
WESTERN COAST) 


Mahabhoj lead coins were hardly known till recently, 
though the dynasty and several of its members are 
known since long from the Kuda cave inscriptions, 
When treated by S. Bhandare (1999: 338) he knew of 
only two inscribed specimens: one is a 8.20g lead piece 
of Sadagara Sudassana from the Chumble collection 
depicting turtle, snake, Indradhraja and the legend оп 
obverse and an Ujjain symbol on reverse; the second 
coin is inscribed in the name of Sitwma and bears the 
ly seen device of an hippocampus on obverse and 
Ujjain symbol on reverse. The Hippocampus had 
probably been inspired by contacts with the Roman 
world (Amol Bankar, 2008: 20). A later published 
specimen (Abhijeet Dandekar, 2005: 6) was identified 
by Padmakar Prabhune (2005: 4) as an issue of 
Mamdava Sivama, a name which in the light of further 
specimens was later corrected to Mahdbhoja 
Véasithiputra Уйата by Amol Bankar (2008: 21) А 
public auction specimen which is illustrated below 
shows the family name Sädagara being also part of the 
legend. Thus the name of the issuing king can now be 
completed as Mahabboia Sadagara Visithiputra Уйат. 


Mandagora, seat of the Mahal 


ibhojas i 
Д »jas in the cq 
Konkan regions of western Prin the coastal 


Maharashtra in modern 
ned in the Periph thus 
late for the Mahabhojas 

п» themselves. In his 
Bankar (2008: 15-24) 
К Breater detail adding a 
number of hitherto unpublished speci... i 
discussed the devices of the c mt 


on the dynasty Amol N 
republished the known coins in 


" He also 
с he coin which had 
published by Abhiject Dandekar, Besides = me 


turtle and stake obverse this coin bears an unua] 
reverse depiction: an elaborate triangular маты! 
dynastic emblem of the 


Bankar, is combined with the 
‘thunderbolt and arrow’ emblem of Nahans 
numismatic adoption of Nal s 
emblem, sugg а Kshahi iation of the 
Mahabhojas whereas the Ujjain reverse symbol, used 
other coins of the series, indicates a Sitavahana 
affiliation or overlordship prior to the Kshaharata 
supremacy (Bankar, 2008: 21). Something similar can 
be Kondapur swastika types of 
Bharadwajiputra Chutukula 
adoption of the ‘thunderbolt and arrow’ emble: 
likewise r 
indicating a politica vour of Nahapana, 
Thanks to Amol Bankar for kindly sharing the coin 
images and drawings from his paper. 


whose 
was 


Mahabhoja Sadagara Kosiputra 
Sudassana 


CATALOGUE 
1987. LEAD 


Obv: Turtle, snake and Brihmi legend Mahabbojasa 
Sadagarasa Kosiputasa Sudasanasa 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Drawing courtesy by Amol Bankar) 


Mahabhoja Sadagara 
Vasithiputra Sivama 


CATALOGUE 
1988. LEAD, 4.76g 
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Obv: Turtle, snake and standard, legend part - 
thiputasa Sirafmasa) 

Rev: Traces of thunderbolt & arrow 
(Bankar 2008, В1/ courtesy Amel Bankar) 


1989. LEAD, 7.22g 


Obv: Turtle, snake, standard and опала, legend 
part - tasa iranata 

Rev: Indistinct 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery auct.7#16) 


Obv: Тиге, snake, standard and swastika, legend 
part -(Maha)bbojasa Sadagarasa Vasi 

Rev: Indistinct 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery ана. 349) 


Anonymous 
CATALOGUE 


Obs: Turtle and snake 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Bankar 2008, C 1/ courtesy Amol Bankar) 


1992. LEAD, 1.52g 


O0 


Obv: Turtle and snake 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Bankar, 2008, D1 /conrtesy Amol Bankar) 
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1993. LEAD, 1.36g 


'urtle and snake 
Blank 
(Bankar 2008, E1 / courtesy Amol Bankar) 


1994. LEAD, 1.35g 


Obv: Turtle and snake, standard 
Rev: Blank 
(Bankar, 2008, E2/ courtesy Amol Bankar) 


1995. LEAD, 0.90g 


Goo 


Obv: Turtle and snake 
Rev: Uncertain devices 
(Bankar, 2008, ЕЗ/ courtesy Amol Bankar) 


JUNNAR REGION TYPES 
(SOUTH WEST 
MAHARASHTRA) 


In the second part of the Ist century CE the Ksaharita 
king Nahapána, advancing from the north, occupied 
Nasik, Newase-Paithan and about 70 CE the Junnar 
region, territories formerly under Sátavihana 
rule.Lands south of Junnar down to Kolhapur were at 
this time controlled by the local Kumara ruler 
Vasithiputra Isimula who issued his own coins in the 
Junnar region. At Karhad his coins have the dynastic 
title'Kumara’ while another of his coin types, provided 
he was the same person, bears the name Vasithiputra 
Isimülánanda (Mitchiner 1998, pt. 1: 90; Bhandare, 
1999: 253). The name Isamahisa, firstly identified as 
such by Shobhana Gokhale (1991: 31-40) could be 
corrected with the turning up of better specimens; in 
fact the concerned coins bear the name Isimula 
respectively Isamula (Bhandare, 1999: 253). The lion 
was a popular coin device in the Junnar region already 
under the Satavahanas and it was likewise used by 


Nahapana and by tsimula with a design 
combining tree and hill or tree and bow- arrow; the 
latter had been the dynastic emblem of Kumaras und 
Kuras, After the defeat of Nahapána by G 
Satakarni in 78 С 
regnal year)Isimul. 
over the Junnar region us 


ave continued the rule 
yg the title Maiksatrapa. 


Siri Satavahana 
CATALOGUE 
1996. POTIN, 6.3g, c.18mm 


Obv: Lion left facing ploughshare-standard, railed 
Indradbraja below; three-arched hill and river 
below the lion; BrahmiRaio Siri Satarabanasa 

Rev: Modified Ujjain symbol, nandipadas between 
(Courtesy yalla auction 50842) 


GautamiputraSiva Siri Satakarni 
CATALOGUE 
1997. LEAD, c. 8g, 21 mm 


Obv: Lion to left, Brahmi legend Кайо Gotamipntusa 
Siva Sini Satakanisa 

Rev: Modified Ujjain symbol left, railed tree right 
(PD.Chunble, 1996, p.68) 


Mahakshatrapa Nahapana 
CATALOGUE 


Obs: Lion left, three-arched hill and river line below, 
railed ploughshare-standard left, (Bribmt 
legend Кайо Mabikhatapasa Nahapinasa) 


Rev: ‘Thunderbolt, spear, bow & arrow 
(Senior 308. la; SCWK 187/ courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


Mahakshatrapa Vasithiputra Isimala 
CATALOGUE 
1999. LEAD, 12.30g, 25mm 


Obv: 


Lion left, three-arched hill and river line below, 

railed ploughshare-standard on left legend 
Vasithiputasa Isimnlasa 

Rev: Railed tree, spear, bow and arrow; Brihmi 
legend Mabakbatapasa above tree 


(MCHSI, pt.1, 119/ courtesy Bhandare 1999, jur- 
55) 


2000. LEAD, 10.25g 
TN 


Jon Left, swastika below; legend Ma- 

тиха 

Rev: Six-arched hill in decorated square frame 
(Courtesy kobinoor anction 1814) 


MAHARATHIS/ 
GAMIKUMARAS/ KUMARAS 
(SOUTH WEST 
MAHARASHTRA: KARHAD) 


When Маһарапа occupied Nasik, Newase-Paithan and 
Junnar, lands south of Junnar down to Kolhapur were 
controlled by the local Kumara ruler Vasithiputra 
1зїпэйй. Like on the coins of the Kuras of Kolhapur 
the local emblem of the Kumaras was the bow and 
arrow. Precursors of the Kumara chiefs in the Karhad 
region, north of Kolhapur, were the Gamikumaras 
(Bhandare 199: 339)in the early decades of the Ist 
century CE. Wai, Shirwal and Wategaon are important 
centers of that region. Characteristic reverse devices of 
the Kumara coins are bow and arrow, frequently with a 
railed tree at its side and a river symbol below. Smastika 
types from Kathad were issued by the Gamikumaras 
and by a line of Mahárathis, among whom a certain 
Mabirathi Samata is known from his coins. 
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Maharathis of Катай 
Maharathi Samata 
CATALOGUE 
2001. LEAD, 6.90g, 20mm 


Қайса tree 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, krd-1) 


2002. LEAD, 3.0g, 17mm 


Ow 


Obv: Swastika, legend part -fasa 

Rev: Six-arched hill, damaru left, railed tree right, 
straight bottom line with river line below 
(Bhandare 1999, krd-5) 


2003. LEAD, 3.7g, 17mm 


Obv: yend part -Mabarathisa 

Rev: Six-arched hill, railed tree left, swastika right, 
drinulsa and датат on top 
(Bhandare 1999, krd-4) 


Anonymous 


Obv: Swastika in dotted border, circle around 
Rev: Threc-arched hill, railed tree left, swastika 
right, river line below 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, пів) 


2005. LEAD, 0.80g, 9mm 
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Obv: Swastika in dotted border, circle around 
ev: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, knl-7) 


—————0000000- 


Gamikumaras 
Gamikumara Mahasivala (c.10CE) 
CATALOGUE 
2006. LEAD, 8g 


Swastika, Brahmi legend Gaminmarasa. 
Mabasivalasa 
(Courtesy S.Blandare 1999,krd-8) 


2007. LEAD, 3.21g 


Obv: Bull to right, legend part -Gamiumara 

Rev: Railed tree, swastika І, Indradhnoja r., river 
Legend read by Shailendra Bhandare 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu/ Bombay auc. 3825) 


Mahàgamikumara Siva (c. 30 CE) 
CATALOGUE 
2008. LEAD, 10.807, 27mm 


Obv: Bull to left, Brahmi legend part 
Mabagamikumarasa Siva-, nandipada at 11° 

Rev: Six-arched hill, nandipada on right 
(Courtesy Ате! Lomate) 


--0000000---------—— 


Kumaras 
Karanalavi 
CATALOGUE 
2009. LEAD, 2.20g, 13mm 


aa 


Obv: Lion right, hill below, BrahmiKaranalavisa 
Rev: Bow and arrow, sustika left, damaru right 
(Photo courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, Aerd-10) 


2010. LEAD, 4.90g, 20x18mm 


Obv: Lion to right above three-arched hill, Brahmi 
legend (Kara)nalanisa 

Rey: Bow and arrow, murtika right, river below 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, krd-1 1) 


2011. LEAD, 2.90g, 14x12mm 


Obv: Lion right, hill below, legend Karanalavisa 
Rev: Nandyavarta, with bow & arrow in center 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, &rd-12) 


Kumara Isimula (c. 70 CE) 
CATALOGUE 
2012. LEAD, 6.70g 


Obv: Lion left, Brahmi Kamarasa Isi(mulasa) 
Rev: Bow and arrow, river below 


(MCHSI, p.1, 121/ courtesy Hardik Parekh) 


2013. LEAD, 17mm 


Obv: Lion left towards standard, threc-arched hill 
below lion, traces of legend, river at bottom. 

Rev: Railed tree, bow and arrow above river right 
(MCHSI, pt.1, 123 / courtesy Hoshedar Сатыы) 


2014. LEAD, 5.80g, 16x14mm_ 
3 


Obv: Lion on platform to left, three-arched hill 
below its legs, legend part -Isamulasa 

Rev: Bow and arrow, river below, standard on left, 
dotted square frame 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, krd-24) 


2015, LEAD, 11.33g, 24mm 


Ob: Lion to left, Brahmi Kumarara [simulata 
Rev: Railed tree, three-arched hill, river below 
MCHSI, pt.1, 124/ courtesy Amet Lamate) 


2016. LEAD, c.12g, 27mm 


Obv: Lion to left, standard left, Brahmi legend 
Kumarasa Hsimulata 

Rev: Railed tree, threc-arched hill, river below 
(Courtesy Amet Lomate) 
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2017. LEAD, c.12g, 27mm 


Obv: Lion to left, standard left, Brahmi legend 
Kumarasa Isinulasa 

Rev: Railed tree, three-arched hill on left, bow and 
arrow on right, river below 
(Courtesy Ameet Lamate) 


2018. LEAD, 8.80g, 28mm 


Obv: Lion to right, legend Kumanssa Isimulasa 
Rev: Railed tree, hill right, river below 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, kerd-25) 


2019. LEAD, 2.80g, 15mm 


ARS, OP 
Wee 


Obv: Bow and arrow, legend Kuwarasa хапіла 
Ri Six-arched hill and railed tree, river below 
(Bhandare 1999, krd-62) 


Vasithiputra Isimulananda 


CATALOGUE 


Obv: Bow and arrow, Brihmi legend Кайо 
Vasithiputasa Isamulanadasa 

Rev: Railed tree, hill on left 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 85#179) 
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2021. LEAD, 19.80g, 20mm. 


and arrow, same legend as 2020 

Wailed tree, ten-arched hill on right, damar in 
between, below is a river line in a rectangle 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, kd 67) 


2022. LEAD, 11.25g 


Obv: Lion left, onc-arched hill below, bow & arrow 
above, (railed ploughshare left), Brahmi 
legend Vasithiputasa Isimulanamdasa 

Rev: Railed tree right, hill left, bottom line 
(MCHSI, pt.1, 120=this coin 
courtesy Todywalla auction 858187) 


Anonymous 
CATALOGUE 
2023. LEAD, 3.70g, 14mm 


Obv: Lion to left facing Indradbuaja, three-arched hill 
below, mandipada above 

Rev: Damaru, railed trec and swastika on horizontal 
bottom line, river line below 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, Ard-39) 


2024. LEAD, 3.30g, 15x15mm 


Obv: Lion to right facing railed tree, Indradhvaja and 
nandipada above 

Rev: Bow and arrow, railed tree on left, two wavy 
lincs below, square dotted border 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, krd-38) 


2025. LEAD, 2.3g, 


Obv: Lion to right 
Rev: Three-arched hill 
(Courtesy Ganesh Nene) 


2026. LEAD, 2.1g, 15mm 


Obv: Lion to right, legend traces above 

Rev: Bow and arrow, crescent at each side, all in 
dotted square 
(Courtesy Björn Abels, 2015:127, acquired 
from Wai) 


2027. AE, 0.60g, 12xI2mm 


Obv: Lion to right facing three-arched hill 
Rev: Railed tree 


(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, jnr-59) 
2028. LEAD, 3.70g, 16mm 


Obv: Bow and arrow in dotted circular border 
Rev: Threc-arched hill on platform 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, krd-68) 


SATAVAHANAS OF 
KARHAD REGION 


Sitavahana coins were issued at Kari 
years of Gautamiputra Sátakarni an, 
successors. 


had during the late 
id continued by his 


Gautamiputra Satakarni 
CATALOGUE 
2029. LEAD, 2.80g, 14mm. 


v 


lephant to right, legend Raio Gotamipn. 
ain symbol 


(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, krd-73) 


Vásisthiputra Siri Pulumavi 
CATALOGUE 
2030. LEAD, 16.50g, 31mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, legend Raro Vasithiputasa 
Siri Pulumavisa 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, knl-75) 


KURAS OF KOLHAPUR 
(Ist CENTURY CE/ NORTH 
- WEST KARNATAKA) 


‘The members of the royal Kura family of south- 
western Maharashtra/north-western Karnataka 
issued a bow & arrow type lead coinage during the Ist 
century CE, ¿e before the arrival of the Satavahanas in 
that region. The reverse design of these coins is 
composed of ‘hill and railed tree over a river’ and the 
core area of their circulation were the territories 
around Kolhapur and Belgaum. Kura was first used as 
a personal name but later adopted as a dynastic name 
as the coin inscriptions show: 
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The following Kura coin legends arc known: 
Mabérathisa Kurasa, Кайо Vasisthiputasa Kurasa, 
Mabärathisa Vilivéyakurasa, Кайо Vilirāyakurasa, Кайо 
Vasistbiputasa Vilivayakurasa, Mabärathisa 
Maddbariputasa Sivalakurasa, Кайо Mddbariputasa 
Sivalakurasa, Кайо Gotamiputasa Vilivayakurasa 
(Bhandare, 1999: 235; Mitchiner 1998, pt.1: 80-83). 
‘Three more Kura rulers were mentioned by Bhandare 
(1999: 237) as probable rulers of the period after 
Gotamiputra Vilivayakura had been subdued by the 
Sitavahana king Siri Pulumavi: they are [dsisthiputra 
Kura, Védsisthiputra Sitakura and Gotamiputra Siralaknra. 
At latest about 100 CE all Kura territories were 
included into the Satavahana realm and independent 
Kura coinage came to an end. 


Maharathi Kura 
CATALOGUE 
2031. LEAD, 5.92g 


Obv: Bow and arrow, legend anti-clockwise 
outwards Mahdrathisa Kurasa 

Rev: Six-arched hill, wavy line below, parts of 
Indradiroja on left 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 208551) 


2032. LEAD, 3.90g, 18mm 


ww 

send Maharathisa Kurasa 
rched hill, rectangle at the 
bottom with river line inside 

(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, smk-29) 


2033. LEAD, 3.60g, 16mm 


E 
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Obv: Bow and arrow, legend Mabarathisa Kurasa 


Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Michael Mitchiner, MIGIS, no.1374) 


Кайо Vasisthiputra Kura 


CATALOGUE 
2034. LEAD, 13.47g 


Obv: Bow and arrow, Кайо Vasisthiputasa Kurasa 
17 Bua iq 

Rev: Six-arched hill on left, railed tree in center, 
Indradhroja, on right, bottom line 
(MCHSI, pt.1, 90/ courtesy Rajgor's aset 3823) 


2035. LEAD, 19.1g 


Obv: Bow and arrow, Brahmi legend 
Кайо Vsisfbiputasa Kurasa 

Rey: Railed tree, six-arched hill right, river 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 6814) 


Maharathi Vilivayakura 
CATALOGUE 
2036. LEAD, 1.60g 


Obv: Bow and arrow, legend Maha—yayakurasa 

Rev: Tree on threc-arched hill, river line in rectangle 
at the bottom 
(Brabmapuri na.2235; S.Bhandare 1999, smk-34) 


Кайо Vasisthiputra Vilivayakura 
CATALOGUE 
2037. LEAD, 13.93g 


Obv: Bow and arrow, Brihmi legend 
Raro Vasisfhiputasa Viliviyakurasa 
1¥ BHOMAY KOB 4i 
Rev: Tree and ten-arched hill above rectangle, river 
line inside the rectangle, tree left 
(MCHSI, pt.1, 97/ courtesy Amet Lomate) 


2038. POTIN, 3.53g, 19mm 


Obv: Bow and arrow, Brühmi legend 
Кайо Väsistbiputasa Vilirāyakurasa 

Rev: Tree on ten-arched hill above river in 
rectangle, nandipada left, standard right 
(MCHSI, рел, 98/ courtesy Michael Mitebiner) 


Raño Madhariputra Sivalakurasa 
CATALOGUE 
2039. LEAD, 13.50g 


Obv: Bow and arrow, Brahmi legend 
Кайо Mádbariputasa Sivulakura 
1F XOTAN tiu 
Rev: Tree and ten-arched hill above rectangle, river 
line inside the rectangle, tree left 
(MCHSI, pt.1, 99var/ courtesy Ganesh Nene) 


Obv: Bow and arrow, Brihmi legend 
Кайо Madbariputasa Sivalakurasa 

Rev: Tree and ten-arched hill above rectangle, river 
line inside the rectangle, tree left I 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate) 


2041. LEAD, 7.71g 


Obv: Bow and arrow, Brihmi legend 
Кайо Madbariputasa Sivalakurasa 

Rev: Майса tree, hill right, Indradhraja above, river 
below 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 47816) 


2042. POTIN, 3.59g, 19mm 
aT 


Obv: Bow and arrow, Brahmi legend 
Кайо Madhariputasa Sivalakurasa 

Rev: ‘Tree on hill above river in rectangle, standard 
on right, (nandipada left) 
(MCHSI, pt.1, 101 /courtesy Michael Milchiner) 


Raño Gotamiputra Vilivayakura 
CATALOGUE 


2043. LEAD 
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Obv: Bow and arrow, Brahmi legend 

Кайо Gotamipulata Viliräyakurusa 
VeODAÉSAS BUBWFIN 
Tree and crescented ten-arched hill above 
rectangle, river line inside the rectangle 
(Courtesy Sandeep Nijasure) 


2044. LEAD, 12.40g, 32mm 


Rev: 


Obv: Bow and arrow, Brühmi legend 
Кайо Gotamiputasa V'iliviyakurasa 

Rev: Ten-arched hill and tree above rectangle with 
river inside but swastika on top of hill 
(MCHSI, p.t, 105/ courtesy ¿met Lomate) 


2045. LEAD, 13.40; 


Obv: Bow and arrow, Brihmi legend 
Кайо Gotamiputasa Viliniyakurasa 

Rev: Railed tree left, ten-arched hill right, 
Indradbraja (2) above, river at the bottom 
(Courtesy Todyuulla auction 6415) 


Obv: Bow and arrow, Brihmi legend 
Ratio Gotamiputasa \ilivayakurasa 

Rev: Railed tree, six-arched hill right, river below 
(Courtesy Todynalla auction 6416) 


2047. LEAD, 3.67g, 20mm 


GG 
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Obv: Bow and arrow, Brihmi legend 
Raio Gotamiputasa Viliráyakurasa. 
Rev: Railed tree left, hill right 


2048, LEAD, 2.92g 


d arrow, Brihmi legend 
Raño Gotamiputasa V'iliryakurasa 

Rev: Railed tree right, hill left 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate) 


2049. POTIN, 3.21g, 20mm 


Obv: Bow and arrow; Brihmi legend 

Кайо Gotamiputasa Vilinayakurasa 

"Ten-arched hill with tree on top above river 
inside rectangle, swastika left, Indrad/raja tight 
(MCHSI, pt. 1, 108/ courtesy Michael Mitchiner) 


Rev: 


Gotamiputra Sivalakura 
CATALOGUE 
2050. LEAD, 3.60g, 21mm 


Obv: Bow and arrow, legend starting at 
12 o'clockRaro Gotamiputasa Sivalakurasa 
Rev: Traces of six-arched hill and tree, river line 
inside rectangle at the bottom 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, smk-54) 


2051. LEAD, 7.90g, 28mm 


Obv: Bow and arrow, same legend 
Rev: Railed tree, six-arched hill on right 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhaudare 1999, smk-55) 


Кайо Vasisthiputra Sivakura 
CATALOGUE 
2052. LEAD, 5.10g, 25mm 


Ob: Bow and arrow, Brahmi legend starting at 
9 o'clock Raro V'asistbiputasa Sivakurasa 
Rev: Railed trce, si 


* Standard, srivatsa, nandipada, swastika 
(Courtesy К.К. Maheshwari obtained from a dealer 
in Hyderabad] LK.Sarma 1992, pl. 1-Б) 


Anonymous 
CATALOGUE 
2054. LEAD, 4.50g, 18mm 


Obv: Bow and arrow in dotted border 
Rev: Tree on three-arched hill 
(MCHSI, pt. 1, 109/ courtesy Michael Mitchiner) 


2055. LEAD, 16mm 


Obv: Bow and arrow 
Rev: Three-arched hill left, railed 
(MCHSI, pt. 1, 110] courtesy 


2056. LEAD, 2.1g, 14mm 


SG 


Bow and arrow 
Three-arched hill 


(MCHSI, pt. 1, 111/ courtesy Michael Майка) 
2057. LEAD, 1.10g 


ӨӨ 


Bow and arrow 
тина 
(Courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


tree on right 
Michael Mitchiner) 


'ANANDA' AND POST- 
'ANANDA'DYNASTIES 
BANAVASI (NORTHERN 
KARNATAKA) (c. 40 ВСЕ — 
c. 345 CE) 


The ‘Ananda'coins, formerly called "Сһи coins are 
best known for their ‘eight-arched hill/railed tree’ 
types Typical findspots are in the upper Turigabhadra 
river regions but finds far away from their homeland 
underline their commercial importance. Initially only 
coins with the legendsRuro Cufukulanadasa, Кайо 
Malinaydara and Кайо Sivalinadasa were known. 
Among them the Sivalinanda issues are usually 
regarded to have been issued until at least 278 CE, as 
the Nigirjunikonda inscription (Mitchiner, 1998, pt.1 
72, referring to D.C. Sircar, Hpigraphia Indica, 1961-63: 
197-204) mentions a certain Vispurudra Sivalinanda 
Satakarni to have reigned at this date. Hoard evidence 
has shown that the Mulinamda and Cuyukulananda 
coins are earlier than the Sivalánanda coins. According 
to the results of the Chandravalli excavations 
Mulinamda and Cupukulananda coins were buried 
earlier than those of the Sitavahana king $ Yajiia 
Sitakarni which would mean they existed already 
about 150 CE (K.Ganesh, 2008: rchacological 
evidence also suggests that control of the Chitradurga 
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district went into the hands of the Ananda kings after 
the time of the local bull type Mahárathis. 

Altogether the chronology of the dynasty is far 
from being certain. The kings seem to have ruled 
independently until about 100 CE when their rule was 
interrupted by the Sitavahana occupation of 
Visisthiputra Siri Pulumavi.Whereas this occupation 
meant loss of independence and extinction of many 
local powers, the Ananda kings survived as an 
influential power of the region, Subsequently they 
regained independence or semi-independence issuing, 
rched hill railed tree! type in 
the name of Mulinamda, Cupukulananda and 
Sivalinanda. These three coin series cover a long 
period and were possibly issued by more than one king 


during th 


of typologically related small lead coins 
run either parallel to the large inscribed lead pieces or 
followed them, At about 300 CE the Ananda series 
ended and was replaced by a series of local Banavasi 
bull type potin coins which were issued until the 
foundation of the Kadamba dynasty of Banavasi in 


Early Ananda Type 
(c.40 BCE -10 CE) 


апу members of the Ananda dynasty became 
known through their coins only during recent years 
(Bhandare, 1999; 2! 
Mulinamda and Muluvananda, all of them prefixed by 
the royal title raro. The obverse of these coins by 
mostly an elephant, but bull, horse and | 
known whereas the characteristic reverse design is a 
railed tree and only rarely a hill symbol The 
chronology of these early coins is not sure: Bhandare 
tentatively dates them from 40 BCE to 10 CE. 


Mulànanda 


are also 


Elephant Type 
CATALOGUE 
2058. AE, 7.78g 


Obv: Elephant to left, orb on left bottom, Brühmi 
legend Raro Mudanadasa 

Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Rajgor's auction 391820) 
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2059. LEAD, 7.90g, 23mm 


phant to left, legend Raro Mulanadasa 
: Railed tree 
(Bhandare 1999, smk-15) 


2060. AE/ LEAD, 8.40g, 26mm 


elephant to right, legend partRario Maula- 


Rev: Six-arched hill, crescent at top. 

(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare, 1999 smk-17) 
Lion Type 
CATALOGUE 


2061. LEAD, 6.80g, 23mm 


Ом: Lion leaping to right, legend Кайо Mulanandasa, 
dotted border 

Rev: Railed tree, nandipada on left 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, smk-20) 


2062. AE, 2.70g, 20x19mm 


Obv: Lion to left, legend Кайо Mulanadasa 
‘Tree arising from five-arched hill 
(Bhandare, smk-18) 


2063. AE, 5.0g, 25x22mm 


Ob: Lion to left, legend Кайо Madanadasa 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Bhandare, snk-19) 


Horse Type 
CATALOGUE 
2064. AE, 1.40g, I7x17mm 


Обу: Horse to swastika above, 
Jninatsa countermark, legend part at 12 o'clock. 
КҮЛ 

Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, smk-21) 


2065. LEAD, 7.20g, 21mm 


Obv: Horse to left, Indradhraja above, legend part 
nandasa (2) above 

Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Gorindraya Prabhu) 


Mahananda 
CATALOGUE 
2066. LEAD, 10.40g, 23mm 


Обу: Bull to right, legend Raro Mahanandasa 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, smk-23) 


Muluvananda 
CATALOGUE 
2067. LEAD, 8.30g, 23mm 


lephant right, legend Ratio Muluranandara 


= Кайе tree, beaded border 
(Courtesy Shailendra Whandare 1999, sm 22) 


Harananda 
CATALOGUE 
2068. LEAD, 7.20g, 21mm 


lephant right, legend Rao Haranamdasa 
+ Railed tree, river below 


(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, smb-24) 
2069. LEAD 


Obv: Lion on river, Brahmi Кайо Haranamdata 
Rey: Railed tree, Indradhraja left, nandipada right 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate) 


2070. LEAD 


Obv: Six-arched hill, Brahmi Raro Haranamdasa 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


-0000000-————--— 


Six and Ten Arched Ananda 
Hill Type (c. 20 -100 CE) 


‘Types with railed tree and six-arched hill on obverse 
and modified Ujjain symbol on reverse were issued by 
the local ruler Vasisthiputra Mahasivalananda and in 
his succession by the Satavahana king Vasisthiputra Śri 
Pulumavi at about 100 CE. Both rulers also issued 
coins of the hill/railed tree type. Coins with a six- 
arched or ten-arched hill on obverse and railed tree on 
reverse are known of Haritiputa Sivalinanda and 
Vinhukada Cuyukulananda Satakarni; as they shared 
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the same ‘hill/railed tree' туре with Väsisthīputra 
Mahasivalinanda they could belong to the same 
period, że. before Vasisthiputra Sri Pulumavi. 


Vinhukada Cutukulananda Satakarni 
CATALOGUE 


= Railed tree, Indradbraja 
right 
(Bhandare 1999, int- 5) 


2072. LEAD 


left, bow and arrow 


Obx: Ten-arched hill, Brihmi legend 
Кайо Vinbukadz Cutuklana(m)ds Satakanisa 
Rev: Railed tree, Indradhraja left, bow and arrow 
right 
(Courtesy Aran Joy) 


Cutukulananda 
CATALOGUE 
2073. LEAD, 2.9g, 19mm 


Obv: Six-arched hill, legend Кайо Cufukulanadasa 
Rev: Railed tree, friratsa and Indradbraja left, bow 
and arrow right 
(Bhandare 1999bnr-7/ courtesy Marudlar -28436) 


322 — Ancient Indian Coins 


Haritiputra Sivalananda 
CATALOC 


2074, LEAD, 


Ob: Six-arched hill, Brahmi legend 
Кайо Haritiputasa Siri Sivalanamdasa 
Rev: Railed tree, bow and arrow on right 
(Bhandare 1999, bur-10/ 
courtesyClassical Numism. Gallery 148894) 


Vasigthiputra Mahasivalananda 
CATALOGUE 


AD, 7.602, 25mm 


Obv: Six-arched hill, Brahmi legend 
(Ratio “dsisthiputa)sa Mabasivalanandasa 

Rev: Railed tree, bow and arrow on right 
(MCUISI, pt.1, 55/ courtesy Michael Mitcbiner) 


2076. LEAD, 6.80g, 19mm 


led tree and six-arched hill, legend part 
-putasa Siri Mabasivu(lanandasa) 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, bnv-11) 


-----------0000000. 


SātavāhanaType 
Vasigthiputra Siri Pulumavi 


CATALOGUE 
2077. LEAD,7.20g, 22mm 


Obs: Railed tree and hill, Brahmi legend 
Кайо Vásigthiputasa Siri Pulumarisa 

Rev: Modified Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, brs-12) 


2078, LEAD, 6.80g, 20mm 


Obv: Hill left, tree right, legend as 2077 
Rev: Modified Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, bvs-13) 


-----------0000000-------. d 


Eight Arched Ánanda Hill 
Type (c.150 — 300 CE) 


According to the Chandravalli excavations cight- 
arched hill types of Mulinamda and Curukulananda 
were buried earlier than those of the Sitavahana king 
Sri Yajfia Satakarni. After the Sátavihana occupation 
the local Ananda kings regained independence ог 
semi-independence. 


Mulananda 
CATALOGUE 
2079. LEAD, 14.19g, 26mm 


ht-arched hill, legend Raya 
, айо Миша 
Rev: Railed tree, wandipada on righe "i 
(MCHSL рал, 34-41) ` 


2080. LEAD, 14.57g, 26mm 


anamdasa 


Obv: Smaller hill, legend Кайо Malanamdaca 
Rev: Railed tree, nandipada on right 


2081. LEAD, 15.45g, 29mm. 


Very small hill, legend Rari Maulanamdasa 
: Railed tree, nandipada on right 


2082. LEAD, 17.20g, 28mm 


Hill, same legend but palatal la 

1% XOLTA 

Rev: Railed tree, nandipada on left, йына and 
Indradbraja on right 

(MCHSI, ptt, 4244) 


2083. LEAD, 6.9g, 26mm 


Obv: Hill, legend Кайо N Inlana(medasa) 


Rev: Railed tree | 
(Courtesy Marudhar auction 584016) 
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CATALOGUE 

2084. LEAD, 10.98g, 25mm 


х Railed tree, nandipuda on right 
(MCHSI, pt.1, 26) 


2085, LEAD, 17.12g 


Obv: B-arched hill, legend Raro Cufaulumamdasa 
1? 4410170 


Rev: Майей tree, Indradhewia on both sides 


2086. LEAD 


Obv: Sarched bill, legend Кайо Cufukulanansdasa 
Rev: Майей tree, nandipada and swastika left, tutta 
and Indnadinaja right 
(Courtesy Тама auction 4887) 


2087. LEAD, 3.75g 


Railcd tree, uncertain symbols at its sides 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 58 300) 
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Chutukulananda IT (?) 

CATALOGUE 

2088, AE, 6.57g, 24mm 


Obv: B-arched hill, legend Кайо Cufukslanamdasa 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Ganesh 2008, 3.26/ courtesy Oswal аш. 328221) 


Sivalananda 
CATALOGUE 


2089. LEAD, 18.67g, 31mm 


Obv: 8-arched hill, legend Кайо Sivalénadasa 


Ve DQBOLPDS 
Rev: Railed tree, bow & arrow r., nandipada left 
(MCHSI, pt. 1, no49) 


2090. LEAD, 6.19g, 21mm 


Obv: 8-arched hill, legend Кайо Sinalnadasa 
Rev: Кайе tree, swastika and nandipada on left, 
таба and bow and arrow on right 

(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuvadiya) 


2091, LEAD 


Obv: Eight-arched hill, legend Кайо Sivalanadasa 
Rev: Railed tree, bow and arrow on left 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 4887) 


Sivalanandall (?) 


CATALOGUE 
2092. AE, 5.0g 


Obv: 8-arched hill, legend Raño Sivalinadasa 
Rev: Кайс tree, bow and arrow and Indradbuaja 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 198888) 


2093. AE, 4.31g 


Obv: 8-arched hill, legend Кайо Sivaldnadasa 

Rev: Railed tree with different railing, bow and 
arrow and Indradbuaja on left 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery auct. 187) 


Anonymous Ananda Type 
Hill-Standard Type 
CATALOGUE 
2094. LEAD, 1.05g, 13mm 


Obv: Three-arched hill, river line below 
Rev: Modified standard 
(Ganesh 2008, 3.36/ courtesy Marudhar 
e-auc20#116) 


2095. LEAD, 2.2g, 16mm 


89 


Obv: Six-arched hill, swastika right, nandipada left 
Rev: Standard and bow and arrow 
(Courtesy Marudhar auction 10#9045) 


2096. LEAD, 0.76g 


rched hill, river below 
andard and bow and arrow 
(Courtesy Bombay auction ЗН. 37) 


2097. LEAD, 0.75g, 12mm 


Obv: Ten-arched hill 
Rev: Modified standard 


(Ganesh 2008, 3,35/ courtesy Marudhar 
e-anc20#118) i 


Hill-Srivatsa Type 
CATALOGUE 
2098. LEAD 


` (Courtesy Todywalla budget sale 242) 
2099. LEAD, 1.85g, 15mm 


Obv: Eight-arched hill 
Rev: Srivatsa with Indradhnaja at top 
(MCHSI, pt.1, 61 / courtesy Michael Mitebiner) 


2100. LEAD, 4.22g, 16mm 


ight-arched hill 
йана 


© (MCHSI, pt 1, 56) 
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Hill-Nandipada Type 
CATALOGUE 
2101. LEAD, , 0.80g 


Obv: Six-arched hill 
Rev: Nandipada 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 34435) 


2102. LEAD, 2.50g 


en-arched hill 
Rev: Nondipuda 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 13841) 


Srivatsa-Nandipada Type 
CATALOGUE 
2103. LEAD, 1.7g, 16mm 


Obv: Srinatsa 
Rev: Nandipada. 
(MCHSI, pt.1,65] courtesy Marudbar 15880) 


Damaru-Nandipada Type 
CATALOGUE 
2104. LEAD, 1.57g, 15mm 


© 


Obv: Damaru symbol 
Rev: Nandipada 
(Courtesy Marudbar e-anction 1084525) 
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Hill-Tree Type 

CATALOGUE 

2105. LEAD, 0.39g 


Obv: Ten-arched hill 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 3836) 


2106. LEAD, 7.60g, 23mm 


Obv: Six-arched hill, standard left, nandipada right, 
river line and horizontal line at the bottom 

Rev: Railed tree, swastika and /rinafsaon left 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, smk-67) 


POST- ANANDA BANAVASI 
TYPES (c.300-345 CE) 


After the Ananda and before the Kadamba rule, which 
latter started at 345 CE, a series of lead and potin bull 
type coins was issued; they have a reverse design of 
which the main elements are composed of hill, tree 
and bow & arrow, The Saivite faith of the issuers of 
these bull type coins appears to be indicated by a 
prominently placed trident which is frequently 
associated with the bull. However, the legends of these 
coins do not show an explicit commitment to Siva but 
а most unusual statement of sympathy for Visqu, Siva 
and Buddha without favouring any of them: 
Dhamamabarajasa Vinbu-Ruda-Budbanandasa Satakanisa, 
1 am grateful to Harry Falk for his help in reading this 
legend correctly and explaining it as ће, who has his 
joy in Vispu, Siva and Buddha.’ Combinations of 
different names of Brahmanical deities are well 
attested from the region on coins and inscriptions: 
Vinhukada Cutukulananda Sátakarni of the Ananda 
kings is one example with Vinhukada being a 
combination of Visqu and Skanda. Another example 
is Vismurudra Sivalinanda Satakarni from the 
Nigarjunikonda inscription with Visqurudra naming, 


Visqu and Siva (=Rudra). The cults of Visnu and Siva 

as the established and most influential figures of 

Hinduism were apparently tolerated and patronized by 

the rulers of the region together with the increasingly 

important Buddha cult- even if the typology of the 

coins suggests a personal preference of the Saivite 
a еркеке кыйы bv 
to light during the years 2007 and 2008 by the Jalagars 
who were systematically searching for coins in the 
Varada riverbed in the Sirsi region. Here the local bull 
type potin coins were found together with Sitavihana 
and Ananda coins that preceeded them and with 
Kadamba coins that succeeded them. The reverse of 
the early local bull coins shows а hill and tree depiction 
reminiscent of the use of these symbols on the 
Ananda coins. Later it changes to an arrangement of 
bow and arrow depictions and circles, sometimes with 
the addition of а trident-axe. Many such coins were 
published by Krishnamurthy Ganesh (2008) who in 
absence of specimens with well preserved, complete 
legends had of course difficulties to read them 
correctly. Moreover many specimens show carelessly 
written, garbled legends allowing no reading atall. 


DhamamaharajaVisnurudra- 
buddhananda Satakarni 


Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
2107. POTIN, 7.70g 


Obv: Bull left, trident L, legend Dhamamabarajasa 
Rev: Six-arched hill, bow and arrow above, circle 
right 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 54425) 


2108. POTIN 


Obv: Trident left, bull right, le 
Lin Rade Bonon Тышынан rta 

Rev: Siscarched hill and tree above river line, bow 
and arrow above the hill, circles around 
(Нату Falk read and explained the раа name as 
‘be bo ba bit joy in Vina, Sira and Bull) 
plato courtesy Girish Sharma) 


2109. POTIN, 8.5g, 28mm 


Obv: Trident left, bull right, same legend 
Rey: Hill, tree, bow and arrow, circles around 
(Photo courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


2110. POTIN, 12.79g 
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Obv: Bull right, same legend 
Rev: ‘Tree, bow and arrow right, circles around 
(Courtesy Todymalla auct. 72813) 


2113. POTIN 


Obv: As 2112 but smaller dic, compacter style 
Rev: ‘Tree, bow and arrow devices alternating with 
circles, nandipada (or hill?) on right 
(Courtesy Т.5, Nair) 


Кайо Visnu-Rudra-Buddhananda 
CATALOGUE 
2114. POTIN 


Obv: Trident left, bull right, same legend 
Rev: Hill, tree, bow and arrow, circles around 
(Courtesy Bombay anction 5824) 


2111. POTIN 


Obv: Trident left, bull right, same legend. 
Rev: Tree, three-arched hill right, circles around 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


2112. POTIN, 8.74g 


Obv: Bull left, six-arched hill on left, legend 
Кало Vinhu-Rada-Buddba(nandasa) 
Rev: Bow and arrow, circles around. 
(Photo courtesy Arun Joy) 


2115. POTIN, 1.65g 


Obv: Bull right, small hill on right, river line, 
Brahmi IcgendRaie Vishuw-Rucda-Budbanandasa 
Rev: Bow and arrow devices and circles 
(Courtesy Gautam Jantakal) 


2116. POTIN, 1.28g, 18mm 
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Obv: Bull right, six-arched hill on right, legend part 
Кайо Vichnurudra 

Rev: Bow and arrow and circles 
(Courtesy Purushatham Reddy) 


2117. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend Кайо Vishmurudrabudba- 
Rev: Bow and arrow devices 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 58832) 


2118. POTIN 


Obv: Bull to right, tree left, hill @) right, similar 
legend but horizontally mirrored 

Rev: Bow and arrow devices 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


2119. POTIN, 0.93g, 17mm 


Obv: Bull right, river below, garbled legend 
Rev: Bow and arrow devices and circles 


Siri Khadajana 
CATALOGUE 
2120. LEAD, 5.60g 


Obv: Bull to left, chakra above, Brahmi legend 
Siri Khadajanasa 


Rev: Six-arched hill, inverted trident left, river 
Thanks to Harry Falk for reading the legend 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Anonymous issues 


Bull Type 


CATALOGUE 
2121. POTIN 


Obv: Bull of crude style right large tree left 
Rev: Distorted bow and arrow design 
(Courtesy Hardik Parekh) 


2122. POTIN, 1.13g, 18mm 


Об: Bull left, hill left, river below, tree right 
Rev: Bow and arrow, trident-axe, circles 


2123. POTIN, 0.30g 


Obv: Bull seated to right 
Rey: Distorted bow and arrow & circles design 
(Courtesy Purnanand Sanket) 


2124, POTIN, 0.28g 


әб 


Obv: Bull seated to left 
Rev: Distorted bow & arrow 
(Courtesy Purnanand Sanket) 


Elephant Type 
CATALOGUE 
2125. LEAD, 0.49g, 9mm 


O® 


Obv: Elephant to right 
Rev: Railed trident-axe, circles around 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


2126. LEAD, 0.80g, 10mm. 


eG 


Obv: Elephant to left 
Rev: Railed (trident-axe), circles around 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


2127. LEAD, 2.39g, 15mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, crescent and sun above 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu findspot Banavasi) 


KADAMBA COINS OF 
BANAVASI (c.345-540 CE) 


Coins of the Kadambas have only recently come to 
knowledge particularly by the finds from the Varada 
riverbed where they were found together with the local 
bull type potin coins which they succeeded. The first 
publications of these coins were done by M.Girjapathi 
& LSubrahmanya (2007) and by Krishnamurthy 
Ganesh (2008). ۴ 

Important details about the history of this dynasty 
come from a number of Kadamba inscriptions 
according to which Mayuraśarma came into conflict 
with the Pallavas and founded the Kadamba dynasty at 
about 345 CE. Some successors followed until the 
kingdom was divided between Santivarma and 
Krisgavarma I, founder of the Triparvata branch of 
the Kadambas (K. Ganesh, 2008: 8)-Šantivarma`s line 
ended with Harivarma in 530 CE. 
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Krisnavarma's successors were Visnuvarma (475- 
485), Simhavarma (485-516 CE) and Krispavarma II 
(516-540 CE). When Krisnavarma II was overthrown 
by the Chalukya king of Badami, Pulakesin 1 (535-566 
CE), independent Kadamba rule came to an end. 

Among the Kadamba coins we have a number of 
ancpigraphic, unifacely struck types depicting six- 
petalled lotus, four-, five- or six-spoked wheel (chakra) 
and conch. They may represent the early coins of the 
dynasty before inscribed types were introduced by 
Krisnavarma 11 (516-540 CE) who used the epithet 
Dosharagi on his coins with the honorific Sri or 
without. Additionally one sees the legend Sasamkah 
on the reverse of some of his coins. The attribution of 
the legend Sri Manaraéi on another Kadamba coin 
type remains open. 


Anonymous Kadamba Coins 
Chakra Type 
CATALOGUE 
2128. POTIN, 0.43g, 14mm 


Obv: Four-spoked chakra 
Rev: Blank 
(Ganesh 2008, 5.36/ courtesy Tandon wu:coinindia) 


2129. POTIN, 0.43g, 11mm 
Obv: Larger four-spoked chakra 


Rev: Blank 
(Ganesh 2008, 5.37 / courtesy Tandon wwnscoinindia) 


2130. POTIN, 0.41g, 13mm 


Obv: Five-spoked chakra, dotted border around 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Pankaj Tandon wor.coinindia) 
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2131. POTIN, 0.37g, Imm 


Obv: Six-spoked chakra 

Rev: Blank 
(Ganesh 2008, 5.43 / courtesy P’Tandon 
алой) 


Conch Type 
CATALOGUE 
2132. POTIN, 0.15g, 10mm 


Obv: Conch, dotted border around 

Rev: Blank 
(Ganesh 2008, 5.53] courtesy P land 
ЛЛ) 


Lotus Type 
CATALOGUE 
2133. POTIN, 0.42g, 12mm 


Ge 


Obv: Six-petalled lotus 

Rev: Blank 
(Ganesh 2008, 5.21/caurtesy P'Tandn 
wwvicoinindia) 


— ee 


Krisnavarma II Type 


Dosharãéi Krişņavarma II 
CATALOGUE 
2134, POTIN, 0.53g, 12mm, 


cura 


lank 
(Ganesh 2008, 5.11 courtesy P: Vandon 
wncoinindia) 


Śri Doshará: 
CATALOGUE 
2135. POTIN, 0.40g 


Ol poked chakra with legend 


Sri Darhanîtî placed between the spokes 
Rev: Blank 
(Ganesh 2008, 5.1/ courtesy Отта! ana 17139) 


Sri Dosharasi/Sasamkah 
CATALOGUE 
2136. POTIN, 0.60g 


Śri Dasharifi placed between the spokes 
Rev: Legend байта 
(Ganesh, 2008, 5.3/ courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


Sri Mānarāśi 
CATALOGUE 
2137. POTIN, 0.42g 


jean 


spoked chakra with legend 

Mananié placed between the spokes 

Rev: Four chakras, each with four spokes 
(Ganesh 2008, 5.14 / Oswal anct4 7838) 


BULL TYPE MAHARATHIS 
OF CHANDRAVALLI 


(c. 50BCE - 100 CE) 


терш оре iia Of the Sidakas of Chandraval in 
ме adurga district of Karnataka favoured a 
railed tree and hill reverse type. The territories of the 
Sidakas (conventionally called Sadakanas), comprised 
regions between the upper Tuópabhadri and the 
йш кез а center at Chandravalli, modern 
Chitradurp. The legends on some of these coins refer 
to а ruler read as Mahirathi SadakanamKalaliya 
(Mitchiner 1998, pt. 1, coin 71)dated to the Ist century 
BCE. Evidence for such a dating is provided by the 
Nanegith inscription of the Sátivihama ruler 
Satakarni and his wife, Niganika, who calls herself 
‘daughter of Kalaliya Maharahi.’ Mitchiner (1998, 
pt.l: 77) related this Kajalàya Maharathi to the issuer 
of the coins and assumed that the bull type coins of 
the dynasty had commenced with this ruler around 30 
ВСЕ. Bhandare (1999: 345) took the family name as an 
adjective in genitive plural and based on better 
specimens amended the reading as Sidakinam. He also 
regards Kalalaya, the father of Naganika, and 
Kalaliya, the issuer of the bull type lead coins, as two 
persons: the first belonging to a family called Angiya, 
the latter belonging to the Sidaka family (Bhandare, 
1999: 349). 

Coins of only three rulers had been published 
earlier (Mitchiner, 1998, pt. I: 77-79) but a few more 
have recently surfaced. Apart from a number of 
anonymous types all these coins have a bull mostly 
standing to left on the obverse with the legend around. 
As for the reverse design the Sidakinam Kalaliya 
Mabirathisa inscribed coins have either a hill and tree 
type ora hill and diverse symbols such as swastika, river, 
nandipada and Indradbvgja. Sidakinam Churukanha 
Maharathi's coins have only the hill and tree reverse 
type and those of Sidakiinam Kanha Mahirathiputra 
only the tree-on-hill type (Bhandare 1998: 104):The 
Sitavahana invasion of the region ended the dynasty's 
independence at the end of the Ist century CE. The 
Ananda kings, even if temporarily subjuy 
continued to be a political power of the region and 
control of the Chitradurga district went into the hands 
of the Ananda kings after the time of the local 
Mahirathis. 
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Mahirathi Sidakánam Kalaláya 
(Ist Century BCE) 


CATALOGUE 


Obv: Bull standing to left, Brahmi legend Sidakänam 
Kalaliya Mabêrafhisa 

Rev: Railed tree left, hill right 
(МСН, pt.1, 72] courtesy Classical 
Numismatic Gallery auction 248608) 


2139. LEAD, 22.0g, 35mm. 


Obv: Bull to left, Sidakänam Kalaliya Mahirathisa 
Rev: Railed tree left, hill right 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


Obv: Bull left, legend Mahdniphisa... Kalaliya. 
Rev: Вайса tree left, hill right 


2141. LEAD, 10.40g, 26mm 
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Ol: Bull to left, legend part-kanam Kala- 2145. LEAD, 10.80g, 26mm 
Rev: Railed tree ° 
(Courtesy Govindeaya Prabhu) 


2142. LEAD, 


BIg, 20mm. 


Obv: Bull left, legend part -sa maharathisa 
Rev: ‘Ten-arched hill, railed tree, Indradhuaja 


Sidakanam Kanha Mahárathiputra 
Obv: Bull to left, Brühmi legend Малала CATALOGUE 
(Sidukanam Kalaliya) 


xcarched hill, (vandipada right, standard left), 2146. LEAD, 10.50g, 26mm 
river, mastika and mandipada at bottom < 

(Reddy & Reddy 1983, p45, no.10/ 
courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


2143. LEAD, 31mm 


Obv: Bull standing to left, Brahmi legend 
Sidakän(am Kanbasa) Mahdrathiputasa 

Rev: Railed tree 
(MCHSI, pt.1, 75/ courtesy Michael Mitchiner 


2147. LEAD, 13.71g, 30mm 


Rev: Nandipada right and standard left of hill 
(Courtesy Gavindraya Prabhu) 


Sidakanam Chutukanha Maharathi 
CATALOGUE 
2144, LEAD, 10.89g, 28mm 


Obv: Bull to left, legend Sidakana Kanbasa Maba- 
rathiputasa 

Rey: Tree on hill 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, ctr) 


Maharathi Sidakanam Sakuda 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Bull left, Brihmi legend Sidakänam 2148. LEAD 
Chutukanbasa Mabirafhita 2 
Rev: "Ten-arched hill left, railed tree right, Indrad/ngja 
in between 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Мадада Sa 
Ball d lahiraflisa Säkudasa 


Rev: Railed tree randipada on right 
(Photo courtesy and reading by Govindraya Prabhu) 
2149. LEAD, 14.10g, 25mm 


Obv: Bull to left, legend part Säkndasa 
Rev: Different depiction of railed tree 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


Other Sidakana Maharathis 
Maharathi Sidakinam Vapadakula (2) 

CATALOGUE 

2150. LEAD, 9.90g, 28mm 


Obv: Bull to left, Brahmi legend Maharathiza 
Sidakana(m) Vapadakulasa(?) 

Rev: Railed tree, to its left ten-arched hill 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, ctr8) 


Maharathi Sidakanam Sivala... 
CATALOGUE 
2151. LEAD, 5.40g, 27mm 


Obv: Bull to right, legend part -Sidakana Sirala- 
Rev: Railed tree, to its right six-arched hill, Indra- 
diraja between 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, ctr-11) 
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2152. LEAD, 4.10g, 19mm 


Obv: Bull to right, legend part above 


Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 
Anonymous 
CATALOGUE 


2153. LEAD, 2.39g, 17mm 


Obs: Bull to right 
Rev: Railed tree, nandipada on right 
(MCHSI, pt.1, 78/ courtesy Gorindraya Prabhu) 


2154. LEAD, 1.60g, 15mm 


DO 


Obv: Bull to right, different style 
Rev: Railed tree, nandipada on right 
(Courtesy Gorindraya Prabbu) 


2155. LEAD, 1.73g 


v: Bull to left 
Rev: Six-arched hill, swastika on right 
(MCHSI, pt.1, 85/ courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


2156. LEAD 
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озү: Bull to left 
Rev: Six arched hill, swastika left, mandipada right 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


Other Bull Type 
Maharathis/North Karnataka 
Maharathi Mulakana 
CATALOGUE 
2187. LEAD, 16.0g, 31mm. 


Obv: Bull left, (rufa and crescent above, six-arched 
hill and алараа below, trident on left 

Rev: Bow and arrow, nandipada on right, river 
line below, legend Малала Mulakanasa 
(According to Shailendra Bhandare known through 
extanutions at Bachinagndda near Pattadakal, 
Bagalkot district photo courtesy Gorindraya Prabhu) 


Maharathi Kulayasa 
CATALOGUE 
2158. AE, 3.79g 


Obv: Bull to left, legend Kulayasaza Mabarathisa 
Rev: Six-arched hill, railed tree, fributsa 
(Courtesy Oswal auctions 33#9/ thanks to Harry 
Falk who explained Kulayaía as fame of the clan’) 


0000000. 


Elephant Maharathis 
(c.50 BCE-100 CE) 
(N.Karnataka/ Andhra border) 


“The concerned coins are lead pieces inscribed in the 
names of a number of different Maharathis who were 


independent contemporaries of the Sitavahanas of 
Ist century BCE and Ist century CE, One series of 
such elephant types is from the lover Tutigabbadra river 
valley with a railed tree on reverse, issued crudely with 
mostly incomplete inscriptions by an unknown 
dynasty (Mitchiner 1998, pt. 1: 91). Another elephant 
series comprises the coins of the "Hast" rulers from the 
Veeripuram excavations in the Krishna v. 
(T. M.K.Bai and J.V.PRao, 1984); the Hasti 
coins have a'hill in square frame as reverse design. 
‘The lower Tungabhadra valley comprises regions 
of north-eastern Karnataka, the main civic centers in 
this region being such sites as Brahmagiri, Hampi, 
Koppal, Raichur and Maski. The local neighbours of 
these ‘elephant type Mahárathis! were the "Ananda 
kings of Banavasi to the west, the ‘bull type 
Maharathis' of Chandravalli and the "horse type kings’ 
of the river Penner region to the south, The 
chronology of the ‘elephant type Mahárathis' of the 
lower Tungabhadra valley probably corresponds to the 
‘elephant type Маһӣгарі from the Veerüpuram 
region in Kumool district of AP, for which 
ests a period from about 


The Veeripuram excavation reports of BACRI 
(Birla Archacological and Cultural Research Institute) 
were presented in a Numismatic Bulletin by 
G.Kamalakar and M.Veerender in 1991. The 
excavations showed the period of the Mabárathi coins 
at the site as direct followers of late Mauryan silver and 
post-Mauryan silver coated copper punch-marked 
coinsCompared to other sites the number of 
Sitavahana coins is very limited with only four late 
Sátavihana coins, followed by an Ikshvaku issue, in the 
excavation reports, A few types of uninscribed dic- 
struck lead coins of low weight can probably be 
regarded as anonymous issucs of the local Mahárarhis: 
they have lion, bull and hill designs and are 
typologically linked to the inscribed Maharathi issues 
(Kamalakar and Veerender, 1991: coins 5-16). 


Lower Tungabhadra elephant series 
(North-east Karnataka) 


The elephant/railed tree coins of the lower 
Tungabhadra series, which have been intensively 
forged (Mitchiner, 1998, pt. 1: 263), show mostly 
incomplete Brahmi legends above the elephant. The 
turning up of better specimens made it meanwhile 
possible to identify the names Maharatbi Sirakubana and 
Mabarathi Sivakbada. To these Bhandare (1999: 345) 
added three names:Maharathi Kumarubana, whose so 
far unique coin shows an Indradhvaja with legend 
around the two other new names are Maharathi Samana 
and Maharathi Sina Hari Samana, the latter inscribed on 
abull/railed tree type. 


Maharathi Sivakuhana 
CATALOGUE 
2159. LEAD, 10.89 


lephant left, Brahmi legend 
(Maharathi)saSivakubanasa 
Rev: Railed tree 

(Courtesy Todywalla auction 114458) 


2160. LEAD, 19.89 


Obv: Elephant left, Indrad/raja above, В 
legend Maharathisa Sinakuhanata 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Jan Lingen) 


2161. LEAD 


hmi 


EN 


Obv: Elephant left, legend part -sa Sivakwhanasa 
Rev: Railed tree, river line below 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 1488) 


2162. LEAD, 11.20g, 27mm 
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lephant to left, bow & arrow on left, legend 
part -sa Sirakuhanara 

Rev: Railed tree, river line below 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


2163. LEAD, 18.30g, 30mm 


Obs: Elephant to left, legend part Maharathira 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


2164. LEAD, 3.10g 


Obv: Six-arched hill, Brahmi legend 
Mabarathisa Sivakubanasa, swastika below 
Rev: Railed tree 
Possibly issued by a different namesake 
(Courtesy Hardik Parekh) 


Maharathi Kumaruhana 
CATALOGUE 
2165. LEAD, 9g 24mm 


WL 


а A 
У АФ: 
m 


Obv: Taurine above Indradhvaja, legend Mabarathisa 
Ku(ma)rubanasa 

Rev: Tree on six-arched hill, nandipada left, swastika 
right 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, smk4) 
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CATALOGUE. 

2166. LEAD, 9.80g, 30mm 


Ор: Elephant to left, mura above, legend 
anticlockwise starting 11 o'clock Маала іа 
Samanasa 

Rev: Railed tree, smustita left, Indradbnaja right 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, smk-5) 


2167. LEAD, 4.90g, 23mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, legend anticlockwise from 3 
to Bo'clock(Majharathita Sa- 

Rev: Tree on six-arched hill 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, smk-6) 


Maharathi Siva Hari Samana 
CATALOGUE 
2168. LEAD, 20.30g, 31mm 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Maharathisa Sina Hari 
Samanasa 

Rev: Ten-arched hill, bow and arrow left, railed tree 
right, river line below 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, smk-2 


Uncertain Maharathi of 
North Karnataka 


CATALOGUE 
2169. AE, 1.60g, 15x11mm 


v: "Threc-arched hill, river below, frinatsa above 
(Courtesy Amet Lamatt) 


0000000. 


Veerapuram Elephant Series 
(Maharathis of Rayalseema) 


Veerüpuram lies in Kurnool district of Andhra 
Pradesh after the confluence of the Krishna with the 
Tungabhadra. The elephant on the Veerapuram series 
is cither standing to left or to right, with or without 
associated symbols such as frinatsa or [ndradbraja. The 
hill on the reverse is six-arched;t is flanked by trees 
with a river line below and the whole design is 
surrounded bya rectangular frame. 

The first inscribed issue starts with the simple 
legend Mabarathiand has relatively low weight of 4.9g 
compared to the 17.8g for the heaviest known issue of 
this dynasty, while the usual weight range is between 
6-8, The names on the Veerapuram Maharathi coins 
as revealed by the excavations have been described as 
follows: MaharathiMababathi, Mabarathiputasa Hathi, 
Maharathi Siva Maha Най, Maharathi Khada Hari Hathi, 
Mabarathi Siva Kada and Siri Pabalamasisa, 


Maharathi Mahahathi 
CATALOGUE 
2170. LEAD, 4.14g 


Elephant, BrahmiMabaratbisa Mababathisa 

= Six-arched hill flanked by trees, nandipada at 
top, river below, all in square frame 

(Courtesy Oswal auction 47818) 


2171. LEAD, 4.97g, 18mm 


Obv: Elephant left, Indradbvaja abos ve, leg 
Mabarathisa Мавађарн ° ‘Bed 
Rev: Same framed hill design 
(Kamalakare? Veerender, 1991, na,17; 
Shailendra Bhandare 1999, 14) „йө 


2172. LEAD, 12.32g 


Obv: Elephant left, legend Ma-/a-z-ti-ra Ma-ba-ba- 


lisa 
Rev: Framed hill flanked by trees, river below 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 13815) 


Maharathiputra Hathi 
CATALOGUE 
2173, LEAD, 17.84g, 29mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, frase above, legend 
Maharathiputasa Hathisa 

Rev: Same framed hill design 
(Kamalakar & Veerender, 1991, na 18) 


2174. LEAD, 14.31g, 17x18mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, /rinatia above, legend 
 Mabarathipuasa Hathisa 

Rev: Same framed hill design 
(Kamalakar c Veerender, 1991, na.19/ courtesy 
Shailendra Bhandare 1999, 1715) 
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Maharathi Siva Mahahathi 
CATALOGUE 
2175. LEAD, 6.11g, 24mm 


Obv: Elephant to left, jrina'ta above, legend 
Mabarathisa Siva Mababathisa 

Rev: Same framed hill design 
(Kamalakar & Veerender 1991, то.21/ courtesy 
Shailendra Bhandare 1999, ryl-7) 


Maharathi Khadahari Hathi 
CATALOGUE 
2176. LEAD, 7.43g, 18mm 


Obv: Elephant to left, legend Mabaratlisa Khada- 
Hari Нана 

Rev: Same framed hill design 
(Kamalakar & Veerender 1991, na 22/ courtesy 
Shailendra Bhandare 1999, ry-8) 


Maharathi Siva Khada 
CATALOGUE 
2177. LEAD, 8.1g, 20mm 


Obv: Elephant to left, legend Mabarathisa Sina 
Kbadasa 

Rev: Six-arched hill with nandipada on top, flanked 
by trees, river below, all in double frame 
(Kamalakar & Veerender 1991, 225) 
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Siri Pahalamasi 
CATALOGUE 
2178. LEAD, 7.83g 


cphant left, Brühmifiri Pabulamasisa 
Six-arched hill flanked by trees above river, all 
in square frame 

(Kamalukar é” Veerender, na27/ courtesy Bombay 
auction 10834) 


Mahatalavara Pukiyanam Sivala 
CATALOGUE 
2179. LEAD, 13.40g, 32x25mm 


lephant left, crescent and Indradireja, 
legendMabatalava(ra)sa Pukayanam Sivalasa 

Rey: Ten-arched hill, tree on right, swastika on left, 
wavy line below, square double border 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, ry-6/ the 
reading was proposed by S.Bhandare referring to 
Ikshvaku inscriptions wbich mention the Pukiya 
family of the Mabatalavaras) 


Anonymous Elephant Lead Types 
CATALOGUE 
2180. LEAD, 6.31g, 19mm 


Obs: Elephant to left 
Rev: Indradbvgja with decorations on top 
(ND, XI, p.23, dass 1) 


2181. LEAD, 3.29g, 18mm 


QC 


lephant to left, swastika above 
Rev: Decorated Indradhnaja 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


2182. LEAD, 4.44g, 17mm 


Obv: Elephant to left, rinata above 
Rev: Decorated Indradbvaja 


2183. LEAD, 3.77g 


Obv: Elephant to left, nandipada above 
Rev: Indradbwaja 
(Oswal auctions 56828) 


2184. LEAD, 5.39g, 16mm 


Obv: Elephant to left, Indradbigja above 
Rev: Srivatsa 
(Courtesy Todymalla auction 128844) 


2185. LEAD, 4.39g, 18mm 


Obv: Elephant to left 
Rev: Srimisa in dotted square 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabbn) 


2186. LEAD 


: Curved lines and dots 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


2187. LEAD, 1.20g, 13mm 


ee 


Obv: Elephant to right, standard above 


Rev: Two six-arched hills, nandipada between, two 
fish below 


(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, smk-11, 1) 
2188. LEAD, 7.88g 


Obv: Elephant to left 
Rev: Lion to left 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 26889) 


-—--—------0000000----------—- 
Nandipada Type of 
Rayalseema 


Uncertain Ruler 
CATALOGUE 
2189, LEAD, 10.50g, 25mm 


Obv: Nandipada on platform, legend part 
-dakunasa Ha- 

Rev: Railed tree on platform, decorated square 
border around 
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(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, ryl-1/ 
Veerapuram na 4869, p40) 


HIRAÑAKA HORSE TYPES 
OF RIVER PENNER 
(2nd-3rd CENTURY/ 

ANDHRA) 


Lead coins with a horse standing right facing a thick 
circular object, and a rata symbol above the animal 
as obverse design, and railed tree besides a six-arched 
hill as reverse design had first been published by 
Rapson (1908). These BMC coins had river Penner 
provenances with main findspots in Anantapur and 
Cuddapih districts. The same applies to a pot-hoard 
of coins uncarthed in 1978 at Adampur in the 
Cuddapih district. These hoard coins were mentioned 
by LK Sarma (1980: 42-43) who misinterpreted them 
as Sátavihana issues. Another pot find was reported 
from Chitradurga in 2002 by K. Ganesh and M. 
Сиара! and still another such pot hoard was 
analysed in a joint publication by Pieper and 
vanArsdale (2002). Further findspots make it clear that 
the circulation of these coins was not restricted to the 
river Penner regions from Anantapur to Cuddapih, 
but that they likewise circulated in the upper Hagari- 
Penner plateau and within the ancient Chandravalli 
region.Repeated finds from Chitradurga might 
indicate that after the extinction of the Sidakas their 
eastern domains had fallen to the ‘horse Кіпр from 
the Реппет-Нарай region, although this is not 
supported by excavation results from Chitradurga. 
‘The horse type coins could have reached Chitradurga 
also by way of trade which would underline their 
commercial importance. 

Оп some of the few inscribed specimens the 
family name Hirafiaka can be read, a dynastic name 
known from inscriptions at Amaràvati as feudatories 
to the Iksvikus. For the series as a whole a time frame 
from the 2nd to the 3rd century CE is probable. It is 
likely that some inland territories had remained out of 
Sitavahana control. There is for example no 
archaeological evidence that the Penner-Hagari 
plateau was ever occupied by the Satavahanas and one 
could assume that the local rulers of the Penner river 
regions maintained their independence until they came 
under the overlordship of the Ikşvakus in the 3rd 
century CE. 

The weight of a ‘unit! of the good styled early 
specimens is between 10-115 with only rarely 
encountered subdenominations. When low weights 
are observed this mostly concerns stylistically 
degenerate and thus possibly later specimens. In 
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сга the series suffers from weakly struck or 
completely effaced reverse designs, possibly due to the 
use of recut, worn reverse dies. The great stylistic 
diversity with only rarely found die-matches suggests a 
output, Several ancient lead mines are known to 
been exploited in ancient Andhra Pradesh; thus it 
is well possible that the Hirafiakas used lead not only 
for issuing their coins but that they traded with the 
metal itself. 


Inscribed types 


Most specimens of the series have non-existing or 
fragmentary and illegible legends ог no traces of any 
legend at all. Only in recent years a few inscribed 
specimens have come to light, among them an 
unusually heavy coin of 44.2g weight with a ten-arched 
hill reverse design (Reddy & Reddy 1983: 82). Its 
legend was reported by Reddy and Reddy as 
RanoKosikipntrasatirannaka(sa)SinKamtharakamdakam 
asa. According to the authors hirannaka was the family 
name of the issuing dynasty. Bhandare (1999) 
commented on this publication by amending the 
family name to Hirañaka, a dynastic name known from 
inscriptions at Amarivati as feudatories to the 
lksvškus. 


Kosikiputra Kutirakhadakama 
CATALOGUE 
2190. LEAD, 14.10g, 31x27mm 


Obv: Horse on bottom line to right facing solid 
circle, iriwtsa above, Brahmi legend 
Rajo(Kosiki)putata Hiranakasa Siri 
Kutirakbadakamasa 

Rev: Ten-arched hill railed tree on right, river 
below, circular border 
(Reddy e> Reddy 1983, p.82, na2/ courtesy 
Shailendra Bhandare 1999, ryl-12) 


2191. LEAD, 11.49g, 25mm 


Ом: Horse facing solid circle on right, fritatsa 
above, Brahmi legend part -kbadakamasa 

Rev: Six-arched hill, railed tree on right, river below, 
circular border 

z Карап 1908, pV, na 105-111) 


2192. LEAD, 11.12g, 25mm 


Obv: Brahmi legend part -Ahadhakamasa 
Rev: Weakly struck 


Hirafiaka Tima... 
CATALOGUE 
2193. LEAD, 11.16g, 24mm 


Obv: Brahmi legend part -saHirañaka Tima- 
Rev: Weakly struck 


Siri Vayakathu. .. 
CATALOGUE 
2194. LEAD, 10.43g 


Obv: Brahmi legend part -Siri Vayakathu- 
Rev: Майей tree of the reverse design visible 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 11859) 


Types with no visible legends 


Some specimens have been struck with a legend which 
is no longer visible, others are definitely ancpigraphic. 


The typological diversity and the stages of 
degeneration in the depiction of the horse suggest a 
long existence of the series. 


CATALOGUE 
2195. LEAD, 10.88р, 24mm 


[ч 


x 


Obv: Horse, siutsa solid circle, no legend 
Rev: Six-arched hill, railed tree on right, river below, 
all in circular enclosement 


2196. LEAD, 8.59g, 25mm 


Obv: Horse, srivutsa,solid circle 
Rev: Hill, railed tree, river, circular border 


2197. LEAD, 9.78g, 24mm 


Obv: Horse, (frivatsa, solid circle) 
Rev: Tree left, hill right, river, circular border 


2198. LEAD, 6.65g, 22mm 


Obv: Horse, ñata, solid circle 
Rev: Tree left, hill right, river, circular border 
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2199. LEAD, 5.20g, 20mm 


Obr: Horse, frinatsa, solid circle 
Rev: Weakly struck reverse design 


2200. LEAD, 3.90g, 18mm 


Obv: Horse to right 
Rev: Weakly struck 


Stylistically Degenerate Types 
CATALOGUE 
2201. LEAD, 12.27, 26mm 


Obv: Horse is pony-like 
Rev: Weakly struck 


2202. LEAD, 11.01g, 23mm 


Obv: Horse is lion-like 
Rev: Weakly struck 


2203. LEAD, 7.16g, 25mm 


Obv: Horse is elk-like 
Rev: Weakly struck 


342 Ancient indian Coins 


2204. LEAD, 6.81g, 25mm. 


Weakly struck 
2205. LEAD, 4.02g, 23mm 


Obv: Horse is dog-like 
Rev: Weakly struck 


2206. LEAD, 11.67g, 24mm. 


Obv: Horse is sheep-like 
Rev: Weakly struck 


2207. LEAD, 10.7g, 26mm 


Obv: Horse is dinosaur-like 
Rev: Weakly struck 


2208. LEAD, 10.99g, 24mm. 


Obv: Horse is clephant-like 


Rev: Stripy pattern (imprint of the underlay during 
the striking process) 


Horse to Left Types 
CATALOGUE 
2209. LEAD, 7.89g, 24mm 


Obv: Horse facing solid circle left, srivatsa above 
Rev: Blank 


2210. LEAD, 6.59g, 25mm 


Obv: Horse facing solid circle on left 
Rev: Blank 


MAHATALAVARA HORSE 
AND BULL TYPE COINS 
(TELANGANA/ 
ANDHRA PRADESH 3rd 
CENTURY CE) 


Telangini had been part of Andra Pradesh before it 
became the 29th state of India in 2014 with Hyderabad 
as capital. The Telangana districts are situated between 
the river Godávariin the north and the river Krishna in 
the south. Neighbouring states are Andra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Chhattisgarh and Maharashtra, 
Provenances of the Mahitalavata lead coins 
reported so far аге Phanigiti, Polakonda, 
Peddabunkür, Vardamonakota, Deveruppal, 
Dhülikata, Kotaliñgala, Hyderabad and Jangion. 
They depict a horse to left and only exceptionally to 
right on the obverse and an 'Ujjain symbol! or a three- 
or six-arched hill symbol on the reverse. Associated 
symbols such as érita/sa, nandipada, Indradbraja, dotted 
Circle, wheel and railed tree can be observed before and 
above the horse. Typologically the specimens with 
‘Ujjain symbol’ on reverse are closely linked to the 
Sátavihana lead horse types whom they succeed; the 
latter were issued by Vasisthiputra Sátakarni, 
Gautamiputra Śri Yajfia Satakarni and Śri Candra 


Sitakarni. The correct provenance of the 
Mahitalavara coins was already described by Rapson 
(1908: coin 112) but the then available coins were 
without legible inscriptions and hence not attributable 
to a certain dynasty. А horse to left type with a three. 
arched hill above a wavy line in a square double frame 
on reverse was firstly published by V.V. Mirashi (1946: 
107-10). Its incomplete legend could be read av fji 
sebakasa, conjecturally restored by Mirashi as prukading 
sebakasaMirashi discussed a dynastic relationship to 
the king Sebaka who had issued the square bull or 
elephant type copper coins, but there is no evidence to 
support sucha link. 

In recent years a number of well preserved 
specimens of the ‘horse left/ three-arched hil! type 
surfaced and their good legends made it clear that they 
had been issued by a Mahatalavara dynasty. The best 
legend is on a terracotta sealing from Peddabunkür 
excavations in Karimnagar district (Reddy & Reddy, 
1983: 5). The sealing shows a horse standing to left and 
the complete legend was read Mahatalararasa Maja 
sanikasa Siva Sebakasa- corrected by SJ. Mangalam 
(1999: 368) to Mabatalavarasa Vaji samikasa Siva 
Sebakasa. 

Some years later Reddy and Reddy (1991: 73, coin 
29) published a coin with the horse standing to left, in 
style and execution exactly as on the seal, and with 
exactly the same legend. The reverse of this coin is the 
same as that on Mirashi's specimen, ¿e a three-arched 
hill in a square double frame. Along with this coin 
Reddy and Reddy published other varieties of the 
Mahitalavara horse type, all of them with the word 
‘mabatalaura either as part of a longer legend or as the 
only word. The personal name Sehaka on these coins 
had often been mistaken as a dynastic name resulting 
in the misleading designation 'Scbakas'. This 
misnomer was also used for the river Penner Hirañakas 
although their horse type lead coins do not have the 
name Sebaka at all. 


Mahatalavara Horse Type 
(Telangana) 
CATALOGUE 
2211. LEAD, 14.25g, 27mm 


XU. © 


Obv: Horse to left, nandipada above, legend 
Mabatalavarata 
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Rev: Double-orbed dotted Ujjain symbol 
(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, паб, ex Warangal) 
2212. LEAD, 18.75g, 30mm 


f rm 


K^ © 
© 
ЖУ, O 
Hc 


Obv: Horse to left, Brahmi legend 
Mabatalavarasa Vaji Samikasa Siva Sebakasa 

Rev: Double-orbed dotted Ujjain symbol 
(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, na.12, ex Warangal) 


2213. LEAD, 10.34g, 25mm 


Obv: Horse to left, legend Mabatalararasa 
Rev: Three-arched hill in square double frame 
(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, na. 2, ex Sangareday) 


2214. LEAD, 17.27g, 30mm 


Obv: Horse to left, solid circle above, legend 
Mabatalavarasa 

Rev: Threc-arched hill in square double frame 
(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, na, 7, ex Warangal) 


Obv: Horse to left, Indradbraja (?) above, Brahmi 
legend above 

Rey: Three-arched hill in square double frame 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 
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2216. LEAD, 6.81g 


Obv: Horse to left, rata above, Indradbraja on lef, 
legend part -sa Ma-bucta-la-(nw-r-sa) 

Rev: ‘Three-arched hill above river in square 
double frame 
(Reddyc* Redi, 1983, na. 15/ conrtesy S.Bhandare) 


2217. LEAD, 7.24g 


Obv: Horse to left, Indradiraja on left, tata above, 
Brahmi legend 

Rev: Three-arched hill above river, square frame 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 5786) 


2218. LEAD, 7.1g, 23mm 


OB 


Obv: Horse left, #riatsa above, wheel left, legend 
Mabatalavarasa Vaji Samikasa Siva Sebakasa 

Rev: Three-arched hill above river, square frame 
(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, p.7) 


2219. LEAD, 14.79g, 26mm. 


: Three-arched hill in square double frame 
(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, na.11, ex Warangal) 


2220. LEAD, 11.77g, 25mm 


Obv: Horse to left, railed tree оп left, legend part 
(Maba)talavarasa) 
Rev: Six-arched hill in square frame 


(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, па, ex Jangaon) 
2221, LEAD, 11.34g, 24mm 


Obs: Horse to right, dotted circle above, legend 
Mabatalavarasa Sebakasa 

Rev: Three-arched hill in square double frame 
(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, m.21 ex Jogipet) 


Obv: Horse to right in square frame 


Re 


Blank @) 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


-0000000-— 


Mahatalavara Bull Type 
(Coastal Andhra Pradesh) 


‘These rare Mahatalavara coins depict a bull to left with 
a circle in crescent above with a framed six-arched hill 
оп reverse (Reddy & Reddy, 1983, 29), 
Findspots of these bull coins are Chandavaram and 
Vinukonda, 


Mahatalavara Mukhadalapakama 
CATALOGUE 
2223. LEAD, 7.90g, 24mm 


Obv: Bull to left, cirele-in-crescent above egend 


Mabatalavarasa Makbadalapakas 

Rev: Six-arched hill, dot in chante 
shore, all in square triple frame 
(Reddy Reddy 1983, p.21, n0.25; 
Shailendra Bhandare) ж ы 


2224. LEAD, 16.60g, 29mm 


crescent 


Obv: As 2223 with legend part (Maha)lararasa 

Rev: Obliterated arched Һ in frame design 
(Reddy & Reddy 1983, no.23 courtesy 
Govindraya Prabhu) i 


KONDAPUR (TELANGANA) 


Kondapur, situated in Medak district of modern 
‘Telingina, ie. in greater Hyderabad region, is another 
site to have yielded important numismatic material. 
The regional swastika types, mostly in lead, were issued 
by Маһазепарай and Mahagramikas and some of 
them bear the arrow & thunderbolt emblem of 
Nahapana on their reverse. The Mahagramika swastika 
types arc only rarely encountered and are mostly in an 
indifferent state of preservation. Their reverse appears 
to bear an Ujjain symbol. The Mahárathi coins from 
this site are mainly of the lion type with an Ujjain 
symbol, a railed tree or an Indradbvaja combined with 
other symbols on the reverse. Another rarely scen 
Kondapur lead type shows a crescent with the legend 
Sivala on obverse and a six-arched hill in a square 
double frame on reverse. 


The Sagamana Family 


Mahasenapati Bharadajiputra 
(са.60-75 CE) 


Alot of discussion centered around the Mahasenapati 
swastika type with bow & arrow reverse. Initially 
V.V.Mirashi (1953) had presented a reading of the 
legend from which he had derived the existence of a 
Mahisa dynasty of Saka origin founded by а king 
named Mina. Later it became clear that the legend 
does not refer to any Saka or any Mahisa dynasty but to 
а Mahāsenāpati of the Sagaménith family. This 
Mahisenapati Bharadajiputra was regarded as а 


Deccan Lead Coin Dynasties 345 


military governor or a semi-independent ruler at a 
period of Sátavihana decline (D.CSircar, 2005: 126- 
138), His use of the modified Ujjain symbol on some 
coins and the arrow & thunderbolt on others has been 
interpreted as a shift of affiliation or subordination 
from the Sátavihanas to Nahapana (Bhandare 1999: 
238). 

CATALOGUE 


2225, LEAD, 43.17g, 32mm 


Obv: Swastika, Brahmi legend Mahasenapatisa 
Blaradajiputasa Sagamana Chutukulasa 

Rev: Arrow and thunderbolt in dotted circle 
(Courtesy M. Mitchiner, MIGIS, 1382/ this coin 
Mirashi, Indology 1962, p.67-71, no.8) 


2226. LEAD, 4.80g, 21mm 


Swastika, legend part around 
Arrow and thunderbolt in dotted circle 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


2227. LEAD, Маһазепара type 


Obv: Swastika, legend part Bharadajiputasa 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent 
(MIGIS, 1383-5/Minashi, Indology 1962, 
67-71, na 5) 


Mahasenapati Sebaka (ca.75-80 CE) 


“These coins with the legend around a centrally placed 
swastika are rarely encountered. Their reverse has 
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either the ‘arrow & thunderbolt’ or a square with worn 
ош inside devices. The personal name on the latter 
type had been read as Sataka by Reddy & Reddy but 
appears rather to be Sebaka. 


CATALOGUE 
2228, LEAD, 13.78g, 28x25mm_ 


Obv: Brahmi legend around лама reading 
Mahasenapati Sagamana Sebaka 

Rev: Arrow and thunderbolt in doned circle 
(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, p.34, n 2] ex Sangareddy) 


2229. LEAD, 21.08g, 31mm 


Obv: Swastika, Brahmi legend Mabasenapati Sagamana 
Sebakasa (or Satakasa as read by Reddy & Reddy) 
Rev: Square with worn out devices inside 


(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, p.36, no.5) 
Mahasenapati Sadakani 


А possibly unique type with an unusual reverse 
emblem was first published by Reddy & Reddy. The 
personal name Sadakanisa or Sadakanasa appears to be 
correctly identified by the authors. 


CATALOGUE 
2230. LEAD, 3.62g, 18x18mm 


GE 


Swastika, Brihmi Mabasenapati Sadakanisa 
v: Large taurine, wavy line below 
(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, p.34, na 1 / ex Sangareddy) 


Maharathi Sadakanam 


‘Two coins recently offered at public auctions cite the 
name Sadakanam or Sidakanam together with the title 


Mahirathi. The style of the lion is very close to the 
Sada coins but the swastika rather suggests a 
Kondapur origin. 


CATALOGUE 
2231, LEAD, 7.1g, 19mm 


Obv: Lion left with swastika above, legend 
Sadakanant Mabarathisa 

Rev: Crescented six-arched hill in square double 
frame flanked by Indradhraja 
(Courtesy Imperial auction 78888) 


2232. LEAD, 5.27g 


Lion right, йана above, railed tree on right, 
legend part Sadakana(m) Ma- 
Rev: Swastika decorated with dots 

(Courtesy Kobinoor auction 6845) 


— (0000000. 
Mahagramika Type 
(ca. 20-40 CE) 
Other mustika lead coins from Kondapur are of the 
same type as the swastika/Ujjain coins issued by the 
Mahasenapati Bharadajiputra but they bear the title 
Mabágramika. The available specimens are not clear 


enough to be sure about the personal name of the 
issuer or issuers. 


CATALOGUE 
2233. LEAD, 10.90g, 25mm 


Obv: Nuustita, Irálnwi legend Амын, 
Rev: Part of Ujjain symbol MM 
(Кеб e Reds, 1983, A 69, na 3/ ey Konda 


'0000000........ 


үөн) 


Cutukula Lion Type 
Maharathi Cutukula 
CATALOGUE 
2234. LEAD, 5.32g, Sum 


ion to left, Brihmi legend Mahunuthisa 
Chutukslaca 


Rev: Railed tree and Indradhrsja 
(Reddy e= Reddy, 1983, p62, na3/ex Hyderahal) 


2235. LEAD, 4.10g, 15mm 


Oe 


Obv: Lion left, legend Maharathisa Chupukulasa 
Rev: Ujjain symbol and railed tree above river line, 
all in square frame 
(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, p.51) 


2236. LEAD, 4.80g 


Obv: Lion to left, Brihmi legend Mahanathiza, 
Srivatsa on left 

Double orbed Ujjain symbol with circles 
between its orbs 

(MIGIS, na 1402) 


2237. LEAD, 3.20g, 18mm 


R 
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n to right, Вей legend Mabanuthisa 
+ "Tree arched hill with damni in cach arch 
(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, 61, na 2] ex Jogipet) 


Cutukula 


CATALOGUE 
2238. LEAD, 6.49g, 20mm 


MOF 
©O+0 
Му 


Obv: Lion right, Brihmi (Saguma)maChitakaduta 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol, swastikas 


betw orbs 
(D.Rao, ND 1, pi.2:23/ Reddy & Reddy, p40, 3) 


Mahasenapati Sivala 


Another Kondapur lead type from Hyderabad, 
published by Mirashi, shows a crescent with the legend 
on obverse d hill in а square 
double frame on re 


CATALOGUE 


2239, LEAD, 9.98g, 20mm 


rescent, Brihmi legend Sindasa Mahase- 
2 Six-arched hill in square double frame 
(MIGIS, 1404/ Miradi, Indology 19 


---0000000----------- 


74-5) 


Kondapur Elephant Type 
Uncertain Ruler 


CATALOGUE 
2240. LEAD, 9.10g, 27mm 
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Obs: Elephant to left, crescent above, truncated 
legend part-kabana: | 
Rev: Ten-arched hil, swasti 
all in square frame 
pues Rab, 1983, A64, na7/ex Hyderabad 
poliiclly clase to the Veeräpuram series] courtesy 
Shailendra Bhandare 1999, kn-7) 


2241. LEAD, 7.04g, 23mm 


(ira 


Elephant to let, bow & arrow above, 


ka on left, river line at 


Obv: 
truncated legend around 

Rev: Three-arched hill, river line below 
(Reddy & Reddy, 1983, p42, nal) 


SADA KINGS 
(COASTAL ANDHRA/1st 
CENTURY CE) 


Our present knowledge on the series of coastal 
Andhra lead coins of 'lion/framed hill type inscribed 
by kings with -sads ending names was greatly increased 
by the results of the Vaddaminu excavations near 
‘Amarivati and Dharanikota (M.Kasturi Bai, 1987 
102-113). The Vaddamánu excavations took place 
between 1981-85 and revealed the following 
successive periods: post-Mauryan Sada kings, 
Sitavahana, Ikshvaku and Visnukundin. Among the 
Sada lion types the earliest appear to be anonymous 
specimens but common circulation of anonymous 
and inscribed types is also well possible. Generally the 
findspots of these rare coins are located in Guntur and 
Krishna districts 

"The five kings who are known to have issued these 
coinsata time before the Sitavahanas ruled the region, 
ie. before ca. 100 CE, are in the chronological order 
convincingly proposed by PR.K.Prasad (1993, pp. 59 
61): Siri Sada, Maha Sada, Araka Sada, Sina Sada and 
Siramaka Sada Bhandare (1999: 291) mentions a 
further Sada coin from the British Muscum with the 
legend part -yasada which he conjecturally restores as 
Vijjaya Sada, a king between Maha Sada and Asakada 
Sada. 

The lion on the Sada coins is characteristically 
standing to right facing а railed tree. The reverse is 
cither blank or shows a six-arched hill symbol above a 
river line ina square double frame. The last ruler of the 


dynasty was Sinamaka Sada and epigraphical and 
Prismatic evidence suggests that he was followed by 


putea Pulumavi (M. Kasturi Bai, 1987 113). 


Maha Sada 


CATALOGUE 
2242. LEAD, Maha Sada, 7.21g, 23mm 


Obv: Lion to left, (railed tree on left), Brihmi legend 
Кайо Siri Malu Sadasa 

arched hill in square double frame 

(S.J. Mangalam, 1999, pl. NNW ЛИ, na 13: varier 

Bhandare 1999, сар-23) 


Asaka Sada 


CATALOGUE 
2243. LEAD 


4 
y 
g 
=> 


Об: Lion facing railed tree on right, legend 
(Raio) Siri “laka Sadasa 

Rev: Six-arched hill in square double frame, river 
lines below 
(S.J. Mangalam 1999, pl. NNVIII, na 14) 


2244. LEAD 


Obv: Lion to right, nandipada and railed tree on 
right, legend Raño Siri Asaka Sadasa 
Rev: Six-arched hill in square double frame, river 


lines below 
(S.J. Mangalam 1999, pl. XXIII, na. 3) 
2245. LEAD, 9.89g 


Ө 


Obv: Lion to right, railed tree on right, legend 
(Rao Siri) Asaka Sadasa 


Rev: Six-arched hill in square double frame, river 
below 


(MIGIS, no.1400, 2nd coin]. ‘courtesyM.Mitchiner) 


Obv: Lion to right, railed tree on right, legend 
Rev: Six-arched hill in double frame, river lines 
(Courtesy KK. Mabeshwari) 


Sivamaka Sada 
CATALOGUE 
2247. LEAD, 15.08g, 27mm 


Ob: Lion to right, railed tree on right, legend 
Кайо Siri патака Sadasa 

Rev: Six-arched hill in square double frame, river 
(S.J. Mangalam 1999, p.386, па. 92; courtesy 
Bhandare 1999, cap-10) 


2248. LEAD 
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Obv: Lion to left, railed tree on left, legend 
Кайо Siri Sivamaka Sadasa 

Obv: Six-arched hill in square double frame 
(SJ. Mangalam 1999, plXXV, no.7) 


2249. LEAD, 14.152 


Obv: Lion to right, railed tree on right 
Six-arched hill in double frame, river below 
(Courtesy Michael Mitchiner, MIGIS 1400, coin 11) 


Anonymous 
CATALOGUE 
2250. LEAD, 2.22g, 12mm 


@O 


Obv: Lion to right in round incuse 
Rev: Blank 
(M. Kasturi Bai, 1987, na. 801A) 


2251. LEAD, 2.65g, 12x12mm 


3 


Lion to right in square incuse 
Rev: Blank 
(М. Kasturi Bai, 1987, no. 1148) 


2252. LEAD, 6.54g 


: Lion to right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol in square frame 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 
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VIDARBHA 


ANONYMOUS LOCAL 
TYPES 


Vidarbha is the eastern part of Maharashtra 
comprising the Amaravati and the Nagpur division 


xd Gadchiroli. To the west Vidarbha borders 
Marathvada and Khandesh, to the east Chattisgarh, to 
the north Madhya Pradesh and to the south Telangana. 
Geographically Vidarbha is divided in a western and 
astern part by the river Wardha, the ancient Varad, In 
ancient times the western part was called Bhojakata, 


the eastern part Bhennakata, 

Vidarbha yielded a great number of copper coins 
which were in local use during the period after the fall 
of the Mauryas and before the advent of the 
‘Satavahanas in the region. The latter event is reflected 
in Satavahana overstrikes on local coins of the 'Mitra 
and Bhadra kings’ of the 1st century BCE. 

A characteristic device on the local Vidarbha coins 
is an arrow in association with an elephant. Its prominent. 
placement, particularly when put on а railing or 
adorned by elephants, implies a cultic meaning, Other 
popular symbols are damaru, chakra and large taurine. 
Quite frequently seen is also Abhiseka-Laksmi, 
anthropomorphically or symbolically, in the latter case 
with the goddess replaced by railed arrow or ria. 

The placement of symbols like standard, railed 
tree, Ujjain symbol or nandipada above an elephant is 
also a characteristic feature of another series of local 
Vidarbha types and on these coins the inappropriate 
size of the symbolic devices is remarkable. Such ‘large 
gmbols abore elephant’ types became for example known 
through the Pusad find from Yavatmal district of 
Maharashtra. In this find local coins were associated 
with Sátavihana coins of Vidarbha which continued 
the local types. 


ANONYMOUS 
PUNCHMARKED COINS 


Swastika and damaru appear together as reverse marks 
оп certain silver Aarsdpapas (GH no.583) which were 
part of the Mangeul hoard in the Vidarbha region. In 
the post-Mauryan period the type was issued in billon 
and copper; later the use of the popular damaru symbol 
was continued on the local Vidarbha coinages. Initially 
still close to the Mauryan prototype the local 
punchmarked coins soon developed into issues with 
specific local features, particularly expressed by the 
popular usc of the'arrow above elephant’. 


Mauryan karsdpana Derivatives 
CATALOGUE 
2253. BILLON, 3.1g, 14x13mm_ 


Obv: Six-armed symbol, sun, Indradbvaja, swastika- 
and-taurine-in-square, tree 

Rev: Triskeles and damaru 
(continuing from GH 583/Mangrul board type) 


2254. BILLON, 2.14g, 14x12mm_ 


Bow and arrow, Indradbraja. 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2255. AE, 1.69g, 9x9mm 


v: Six-armed symbol, sun, parts of tree 
= Bow and arrow, Indradbrigja 


Elephant Type 


These are coins of distinct local character which still 
follow the five punch arrangement of the karsiparas. 
The characteristic device is an elephant with an arrow 
onits back. Six-armed symbol, bull, tree and chakra are 
further devices which were already used on coins of 
the Magadha-Maurya Empire. 


CATALOGUE 
2256. AE, 5.68g, 20x21mm 


Obv: Elephant, bull, unconnected Ujjain sy 
with thick dot in cach orb, Галана flanked 
by swastika and мати, Sth punch uncertain 


Blank 


ypologically related to the PMCs of Bhüminitra 1 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2257. AE, 7.99g, 23x18mm. 


Obv: As 2256 


Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) ex Yanatmal) 


2258. AE, 7.26g, 20x16mm 


A 


Obv: Arrow above elephant, bull, Галатија flanked 
by taurines, tree, chakra 

Rev: Blank 

(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke/ex Paoni) 


2259. AE, 3.75g, 19x15mm 


Obv: Arrow abo: 
by taurines, tr 


elephant, bull, Indradbraja flanked 
hakra 


Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Marudbar eanction 26812) 


2260. AE, 3.93g, 18x16mm 


Obv: Same as 2259 but swastika countermark 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke] ex Paoni) 


2261. AE, c.8g 
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Obv: Arrow above clephant, railed arrow, fish- 


turtle-tank, six-armed symbol, Sth punch 
unclear 
Rev: Blank 


Same as 2261 with 5th punch clearer 
Blank 
(Courtesy Yagesbwar Puri) 


2263. AE, 5.13g 


-phant to left, arrow on its back, taurine and 
inverted arrow on top 

Rev: Uncer 
(Courtesy Ci 


2264. AE, 2.1g 


square punch design 
asrical Numismatic Gallery 248561) 


punches 
Rey: Bull to left in square punch 
(Courtesy Hosbedar Ghaswlla) 


2265. AE, 1.68g 
n yu 


lephant right, arrow above 
: Blank 
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ilephant right, arrow above 
Blank 
(Courtesy Ошм! eanction SHS) 


Deer-lion-hill-river Type 
CATALOGUE 
2267. AE, 3.25g, 20x16mm 


lhrec-arched hill, deer, multi-river-symbol 
Deer, lion 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Standing Deity with 4xTree-on-Elephant 
Type 


CATALOGUE 
2268. AE, 6.32g 


Obv: Female figure (Laksmi?) in long robe, her left 
akimbo, flower in her raised right; 4x the same 
tree-on-elephant punch 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Avinash Ranteke) 


2269. AE, 9.37g, 23x22mm 


Obv: Standing female; 4x tree-(on-elephant) 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


Chakra-sun Type 
CATALOGUE 
2270. AE, two punches 


Obv: Sun and chakra 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteks) 


ANONYMOUS DIE-STRUCK 
COINS 


Starting with the local punchmarked coins the 
elephantis among the most prominent coin depictions 
of ancient Vidarbha and frequently an arrow is placed 
onits back, This prominent placement of the arrow on 
so many Vidarbha coins implies а cultic meaning, 
which becomes very clear when the arrow is placed on 
a railing or adored by elephants. A few unifaced types 
are known but the majority is bifaced with diverse 
reverse designs, among them bull, elephant or a 
symbolic device such as six-armed symbol, whorl or 
multi-damarusymbol. 


Elephant Type 
CATALOGUE 
2271. AE, 7.56g, 18x15mm. 


Obv: Elephant to left, arrow above, bottom line 
Rev: Blank 


2272. АЕ, 7.89g, 17x16mm 


Elephant right, arrow and swastika above 
Hand-like device 


2273. LEAD, 12.02, 19x18mm 


lephant to left, arrow above 
Blank 


Elephant/Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
2274. AE, 1.40g 


Obv: Elephant to right, arrow on its back 
Rev: Bull to right, nandipada on right 
(Courtesy Asad Khan) 


2275. AE, 6.60g, 21x14 


LN 


Obv: Elephant to right, arrow on its back 
Rev: Bull to right 


Obv: Elephant to right, railed arrow on right 
Rev: Bull to right 
(Seen in trade) 


2277. AE, 5.09g 


ФЕ 
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Elephant right, railed arrow on right 
Rev: Bull to right 
(Courtesy Bombay Auction 1487) 


Elephant/Six-armed Symbol Type 
CATALOGUE 
2278. AE, 6.99g, 18x16mm 


lephant to right, railed arrow on right 
ix-armed symbol 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke] ex Paoni region) 


lephant to right, railed tree on right 
Six-armed symbol 
(Courtesy Vishal Jain) 


Elephant/Whorl Type 
CATALOGUE 
2280. AE, 8.12g 


Obv: Elephant to left, arrow on its back, lndradjrgja 
on left, taurine on top 

Whorl-like symbol 

(Courtesy Yogeshwar Puri) 


Elephant/Multi-damaru Type 
CATALOGUE 
2281. AE, 4.03g, 13mm 


QOse 
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lephant to left, arrow on its back 
v Multi-damaru symbol, taurines inside 


Running Elephant Type 


pecimens the elephantis running or moving 
in an elegant and vivid, almost dancing way balancing 
оп its back a very large umbrella-like arrow or a piled 
up construction of several arrow-heads. 


CATALOGUE 
2282. AE, 3.94g, 16x13mm 


Obv: Elephant running to right, arrow above 
Rev: Elephant right, arrow above, standard right 


2283. AE, 1.40g, 12x9mm 


Obv: Elephant running to right, arrow above 
Rev. Elephant to right, taurine above 


2284. AE, 6.12g, 19x18mm 


Obv: Elephant running right, arrow-standard on its 
back flanked by лал рада on left and triskelis 
оп right, fish at the bottom 

Rev: Elephant to right 


2285. AE, 10.73g, 20mm 


99 


Obv: Elephant running to right, arrow above, railed 
tree on left 
Rev: Railed tree in circular fish border 


Human Offering Wreath to Elephant 


‘This is an unusual depiction of а human figure 
standing towards an elephant. The human, who 
appears to be male, wears a conical cap and is dressed 
in a long coat. In his outstretched hand he is holding a 
round object which he is offering to the elephant. The 
object is not solid and could be interpreted either as a 
wreath or a garland. The elephant can be right o left 
of the man but in both cases the man is holding the 
round object towards the clephant. The reverse 
depicts hill, bull or elephant (the latter possibly a 
remnant of restruck specimens); some of the 
specimens are countermarked with a triskelis. The 
motif is reminiscent of certain coin types of the Indo- 
Greck king Antialkidas where wreath-holding Nike is 
depicted together with an elephant and with seated 
Zeus; this similarity, however, may be coincidentally. 


CATALOGUE 
2286. AE, c.5-6g 


Obv: Elephant left, standing human on left 
Rev: Three-arched hill, dot in each arch 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma / Nagpur region) 


2287. AE 


Elephant to right, on right standing human 
figure holding wreath towards elephant 

Rev: Three-arched hill, dot in each arch 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramtcke) 


2288. AE, 6.70g, 24x15mm_ 


Obv: Elephant right, human offering wreath 
Rev: Threc-arched hill, swastika in cach arch 
(Courtesy Naresh Chamedia) 


2289. AE, 5.56g, 21x21mm 


Obv: Same type countermarked with triskelis 
Rey: Elephant to right 


(Courtesy Vishal Jain/ ex Paoni) 
2290. AE, 5.29g 


Obv: Elephant to right, on right standing human 
offering wreath to elephant 

Rev: Bull to right 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Elephant/Railed Tree Type 


The 'elephant/railed tree coins аге examples of 
continued use of popular coin types. While on the 
local pre-Satavahana issues mostly the popular arrow is 
placed above the elephant, the arrow is omitted on the 
Satavahana issues of otherwise very similar typology. 
Nevertheless it is difficult to distinguish local pre- 
Satavšhana from anonymous Sátavihana issues within 
this series. Typical findspots of the elephant/railed 
tree types are located in western Vidarbha. 


CATALOGUE 


2291. AE, 1.06g, 13x11mm 


к 


Obs: Elephant to right, arrow above 
Rev: Railed tree 


2292. АЕ, 2.51g, 14x12mm. 
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Obs: Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol above 
Rev: Railed tree 


2293. AE, 2.38g, 14x13mm 


"3 


š 


Obv: Elephant to left, arrow on left, taurine and 
Ujjain symbol above, chakra on left bottom 
Rev: (Railed) tree 


2294. AE, 2.35g, 14x12mm_ 


Oby: Elephant left, taurines, Ujjain symbol 
Rev: Railed tree, three-arched hill, тиба 


left nandipada, taurine and sti 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 55888) 


2296. AE, 4.0g, 17x15mm 


ephant to left, swastika above and on left, 
traces of restruck tree design at bottom 
Railed tree, taurine and six-armed symbol on 
left, Ujjain symbol and hill on right 


Obv: Elephant to left, swastika and Indradbaja 
above 
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armed symbol on 


Rev: Railed tree, river below, si 
left, hill on right 
(Courtesy Oswal anion 60138) 


Obv: Elephant to left, Ujjain symbol above, railed 
tree on right, of overstriking 

Rev: Railed tree, six-armed symbol and nandipada on 
left, (traces of Ujjain symbol under type) 


0000000----------- 


Abhiseka-Laksmi Type 


Laksmi is highly adored by all Vaignavites but this 
adoration is nothing specific to Vaisnavism. Laksmt is 
опе of the most popular Hindu goddesses and 
regardless of different cult affiliations people never 
hesitated to beg assistance from this goddess of 
prosperity and fortune. Abbireka- Laksmi (Gajalaksni) 
scenes were very popular occuring on different coin 
types from ancient Vidarbha; characteristically they are 
combined with either a large chakra or an Ujjain 
symbolon reverse. 


CATALOGUE 
2299. AE, 1.25g, 10mm 


Obv: Laksmi standing on pedestal sprinkled by two 
elephants standing on platforms at her side. 

Rev: Chakra and railing (of arrow-standard) 
(ICS-NL 32, p.3, near Paunar, Dham river banks) 
(compare with similar Satyabbadra types) 


2300. AE 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi scene 
Rev: Chakra and railed double-arrow-standard 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


2301. AE, 1.99g 


(Courtesy Satish Karandiar] se Хаара types) 


2302. AE, 3.66g, 15mm 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi with Laksmi standing on 
lotus bud, her hands resting on lotus blossoms 
оп which are standing two clephants 

Rev: Double orbed Ujjain symbol, crescents 
between the orbs 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuvadiya) 


2303. AE, 1.33g, 9x8mm 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi 

Rev: Double orbed Ujjain symbol, taurines between 
the orbs 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate) 


2304. AE 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi, taurine and swastika 

Rev: Multi-armed symbol with alternating taurines 
and circles around central swastika 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


2305. AE, 4.80g, 18mm 


Obv: Lion to right, swastika abov ©, small nandjpadas 


right and left, part of Ujjain symbol right 
Rev: Abbiseka-Laksmi 


(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, vdb-26) 
2306. АЕ 
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Rev: Railed tree, Ujjain symbol, nandipada right 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 62412/ eastern 
Marathwada-western V Yidarbba) 


2308. AE 


Obv: ZAblijeka-iriatia 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Vivek Kadam) 


Obv: Horse-drawn chariot, swastikas at bottom 
Rev: Abbiseka-Laksmi 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


---0000000------. 


Srivatsa and Abhiseka-Srivatsa 
Type 


In some cases Laksmi is replaced by a #йайа which is 
flanked and watered by elephants. The ¿ama is 
characteristically applied to Vignu's chest, the place 
where his consort Sri Laksmi resides and its depiction 
in an Abbiseka-Laksmi like form can be regarded as а 
symbolic representation of the goddess. Apart from 
such symbolic Abbiseka-Laksmi scenes there arc a 
number of other coin types testifying the preferred use 


of the лана on coins of Vidarbha. 
Abhiseka-Srivatsa 

CATALOGUE 

2307. AE, 4.54g, c.17x15mm_ 


Obv: Abbiseka-sritatca (symbolic representation of 
Laksmi), taurine on top 


Obv: Abbiseka-frivatsa, two human attendants 
holding water-pots about rata, taurincs 
below 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma; Tapi valley) 


Srivatsa on Lotus 
CATALOGUE 
2310. LEAD, 9.65g 


Obv: Srinatsa on lotus (symbolic representation of 
Laksmi), hill symbol on right, Indradigja on 
left 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 3789) 


Śrīvatsa 
CATALOGUE 


2311. AE, 2.37g 
POS 
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Obv: Srivatsa, small swastikas and taurines around, 
all in square frame 

Rev: Nandyavarta 
(Courtesy Rajgor's auction 6810) 


2312. AE, 6.34g 


ана, in square incuse 
Blank 
(Courtesy Rajgor's auction 8812) 


2313. АЕ, 0.75g, 8x7mm_ 


Obv: Srivatsa in square dotted border 
Rev: Arrow-on-railing 
(Courtesy Maradbar e-auction 27837) 


Abhiseka-atrow Type 


‘The prominent placement of the arrow on many of 
the local Vidarbha coins implies a cultic meaning, This 
is even more obvious with the railed arrow fpes where 
the arrow is presented on top of а sacrifical platform 
or railing, Its use asa symbol with a religious meaning is 
clearly suggested by the depiction of two elephants 
adoring a centrally placed arrow. 


CATALOGUE 
23M. АЕ, 2.45g, 12mm 


Obv: Abbiseka scene with railed arrow in center 
watered by two elephants 
Rey: Bull to right 


Obv: Abbiseka- arrow 
Rev: Bull to right, nandipada above 
(Courtesy Amet Lomate) 


2316. 


Obv: Abbiseka-arrow, dotted border around 


Rev: Blank i 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) ex Paoni region) 


2317. AE, 7.19g, 24xImm 


Obv: Abbiseka-arrow, row of tautines on top, dotted 
border around, all in square incuse 

Rev: Taurines in square frame 
(Courtesy Arinash Ramteke] ex Paoni region) 


2318. AE, 7.51g 


Obv: In square incuse bhiseka-arrow, swastika on 
top left 

Rev: In round incuse bull to right, nandipada above 
and on right 
(Courtesy Ате Lomate) 


AE, 4.0g, 17x16mm 


pp 


Obv: Counter-turned elephant-forcparts with 
centrally placed arrow-standard, triskelis above 
Rev: Arrow-standard, indistinct symbols around 


r r 


231 


= 


Railed Arrow Punch on Tripuri 
City Type 

"This specimen has been identified as an overstrik 

а Tripuri city issue by Shailendra Bhandare. The 

unifacely die-struck Tripuri type has a hollow cross & 

hill & legend! design of which hollow cross and part of 

the legend are visible. In view of the geographical 


proximity of Vidarbha and Triputi such ап overstrike 
is well comprehensible, 


CATALOGUE 


2320. AE, 10.56g, overstruck Ttipuri city type 


Obv: Elephant to right with arrow flanked by 
swastikas on its back (punched on obverse of 
Тари undertype) 

Rev: Railed arrow punch 
(Courtesy Yogeshwar Puri/ identified by S.Bhandare) 


— 0000000. 


Bull Type 


The bull's vital role for human society, its strength, 
fertility and power explains its frequent depiction, On 
the local coins of Vidarbha it is associated with such 
usually found symbols as nandipada, Ujjain symbol or 
Indradhraja. An iconographically more interesting type 
shows the bull facing a railed yapa suggesting а bull 
sacrifice (Kulkarni 2007B). 


CATALOGUE 
2321. AE, 8.58g 


Obv: Bull to right, nandipadar in field 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 485) 


2322. AE, 0.66g, 11x9mm 
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Obv: Bull right, Ujjain symbol above, nandipada 
Rev: Six-armed symbol 
(Courtesy Marudhar e-auction 1185291) 


2323. AE, 1.10g, 9x8mm 


Obv: Bull to right, Ujjain symbol above 
Rev: Tree 
(Courtesy Marudhar e-auction 308 116) 


2324. AE, 1.74g, 11x11mm 


Obv: Bull facing railed yupa, Indradhraja above 

Rev: Double-orbed, dotted Ujjain symbol with 
swastikas and nandipadas between its orbs 
(Kulkarni, 2007В; bull sacrifice type) 


Obv: Bull facing yupa, swastika below bull and 
nandipada at the end of the yupa 

Rev: Double-orbed, dotted Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


——— 0000000 — 
River Deity Type 


The river deity is a peculiar depiction among the coin 
devices of ancient Vidarbha, Its meaning as a river 
goddess and its regional importance is highligthed by a 
the h 


end Bena 


and Bendkafa is the name of the ancient 

on. The standing deity is holding a pair of 
fish in her outstretched right hand. Some varieties 
depict the fish-holding figure on a huge Makara 
which in later iconography became a characteristic 
depiction of goddess Ganga. 
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Ganga on Makara 


CATALOGUE 
2326. LEAD, 20.48g, 27x24mm_ 


Rev: Elephant right facing railed tree, chakra above 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramtekz) 
2327. LEAD 


Obv: Ganga on makara holding pair of fish, fish 
swimming below 
Rev: Elephant right, railed tree, chakra 
я (Courtesy Naresh Chamedia) 


2328. LEAD, 3.76g 


Obv: Ganga on matara holding pair of fish 
Rev: Elephant to right, йана right, Ujjain symbol 
and swastika above 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


River Deity/Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
2329. LEAD, 3.90g, 16x14mm 


Obv: River deity holding fish, chakra above 


Rev: Bull to right 
(Conrtesy Avinash Ramieke) 


2330. AE, 3.25g 


Obv: River deity holding fish; river with fish at 
bottom, Ujjain symbol top left 

Rev: Bull to left, rata and swastika above 
(Courtesy Vivek Kadam) 


2331. AE 


Obv: River deity, river, Ujjain symbol 
Rev: Bull to left; above row of symbols including 
Srivatsa, swastikeas and chakra 
(Courtesy Vivek Kadam) 


River Deity /Elephant Type 
CATALOGUE 
2332. AE, 14.60g, 25mm 


Obv: River deity holding pair of fish 

Rev: Elephant to right, arrow on its back flanked by 
swastika and nendjpada 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, rdb-31) 


2333. AE 


Vidarbha Coins 363 


River deity standing left holdin, 
4 së g two fish i " 1 
lephant right, arrow and taurines shoe River Dey Toa Type 


(Courtesy Sbailendra Bhandare) CATALOGUE 
2334. AE, 5.50g 


2338. AE, 2.76g 


Obv: River deity holding two fish River deity holding pair of fish 


Rev: Elephant to left, arrow on its back е 10 right, nandipada and Ujjain symbol on 
(Courtesy Hoshedar Ghaswalla) p m Yaesivar Pur) 
2335. AE, 16mm xs 
River Deity/Railed Tree Type 
CATALOGUE 
2339. AE. 


Obv: River deity holding fish 
Rev: Elephant to right, arrow on its back, whorl 
and атаја on right 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) Obv: River deity holding fish 
Rev: Кайс tree, swastika on left 


Obv: River deity holding fish 
Rev: Elephant to right, arrow on its back, батал 
and whorl on top, Indradbvaja tight 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


2337. АЕ, 7.26g, 24x18mm_ 


Obv: River deity holding fish; two 
Rev: Railed tree, Ujjain symbol on right 
(Courtesy Madinsudbana Rao) 


2341. AE, 3.88g, 20x19mm 


Obv: River deity holding fish, inverted Indradbngia, 
chakra and Ujjain symbol on left 

Railcd tree 

(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


Obv: River deity holding fish — 
Rev: As previous, additional taurine on left 


(Courtesy Avinash Ramtekz) R 
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2342, AE, 0.95g, 8mm 


Obv: River deity holding fish 
Rey: Tree 


(Courtesy Marudhar e-auction 308132) 
Overstruck River Deity Type 
CATALOGUE 
2343, AE, 3.48g, 15x14mm 


Obv: River deity holding two fish, Ujjain symbol, 
standard, rest indistinct, counterstruck by 
Ujjain symbol (possibly Satavahana overstrike) 


Rev: Blank 
-0000000-—— 


Large Taurine Type 


Another specific coin type from Vidarbha makes use. 
of a large taurine symbol which is frequently 
associated with a triangular-headed standard or with a 
double-orbed Ujjain symbol, In many cases the large 
taurine is placed above an elephant. The Vidarbha 
attribution is supported by the combined occurrence 
with Vidarbha coins of the clephant-arrow type and 
also by the combined depiction of the large taurine 
with a tree symbol with crescent-shaped leaves. The 
adoption and continued issue of the large taurine coins 
by the Sitavahanas is evident from inscribed 
specimens of that type. It is possible that atleast some 
of the anepigraphic coins of this series arc in fact also 


5 
CATALOGUE 
2344. AE, 


hana issues. 


66g, Timm 


Об: Large taurine in round incuse 
Rev: Worn taurine of restruck coin 


2345. AE, 1.14g, 10x9mm 


Obv: Elephant right, large taurine and Ujjain symbol 


above 
Rev: Blank 
2346. AE, 2.58g 


phant to right, Indradirsja, а 
Ujjain symbol above. 


Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Classical Numism. Gallery ана. 1f) 


2347. AE, 2.01g, 14x13mm 


Obv: Elephant right, large taurine and railed 
Indradhraja above, Ujjain symbol on right 
Rev: Blank 


2348. AE, 1.84g, 14x9mm 


lephant to right, large taurine and Рин 
above, Ujjain symbol on right 
Tree with crescent shaped leaves 


2349. AE 


Obv: Large taurine, hill topped by uncertain device 
on left 

Rev: Tree 
(Conrtesy Asad Khan) 


2350. AE, 177g, Drm 


Obv: Large taurine, small taurine and small 
Indradbraja on tight, Ujjain symbol on left 


above double bottom line, 
right 


ge taurine, Ujjain symbol, аида 
lephant to right, mat 
(Courtesy Classical Numism. Gallery and. HGA) 


2352. LEAD, 0.98g, 10x7mm 


Large taurine, small swastikas around 


lephant to right 


2353. LEAD, 1.48g, 10x9mm 


Obv: Large taurine, small swastikas around 
Rev: Unconnected Ujjain symbol, dots around 


Obv: Large taurine | 
Rey: Ujjain symbol, swastikas in corner 


-—-—--——0000000-—---——- 
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Satavahana Issue 
Large Taurine Type 
CATALOGUE, 
2355. AE, 3.0g 


Obv: Large taurine, Ujjain symbol on right, 

Brahmi legend (Raji Siri Sadaraha(nasa) 
Tree with crescent shaped leaves 
(Todywalla anction 854211) 


Four-nandipada Type 


‘This symbol is not specific for Vidarbha ay some other 
ons of ancient India such as eastern Malwa and 
le a preferred use of the 


also m 
Nandyanarta; on the Коаййу, 
have occupied a dynastic meaning, 


CATALOGUE 
2356. LEAD, 2.27g, 12x12mm_ 


coins it even seems to 


our-nandipada symbol 
ilephant to right, Ujjain symbol above 


2357. AE, 1.60g, 11x8mm 


Obv: Four-nandipada symbol 
Rev: Tree, taurines between its branches 


2358. AE, 0.62g, 9x9mm_ 
L7 i 


Obv: Four-nandipada symbol 
Rev: Ujjain symbol, swastikas in corners 
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Chakra Type 


The chakra plays a special role on the coins of 
Vidarbha. Among the coins from the river banks of 
Dhim, a tributary of the river Wardha, in the district 
of Wardha near Paunār (IC$-NI- no 32: 3, nos 1-4) the 
chakra is represented prominently on the 
chakra/ Abbigeka-Laksmi specimens. But it is likewise 
seen on such Vidarbha types as elephant/ chakra, Ujjain 
symbol/ dura, on the unifacely struck chakra types 
and on some inscribed types of the local pre- 

ravihana Vidarbha kings as well. As for its reli 
meaning the depiction of a chakra on a coin does not 
necessarily mean that it has to be taken as Visudeva- 
Куз Sudariana-chakra, particularly when being 
isolated from other Vaisnavite symbols. А Vaisnavite 
affiliation could only be taken for granted if the chakra 
appeared together with such symbols as club (gadi), 
conch shell (ark) or lotus (padma). And likewise an 
interpretation of а chakra as dharmacakra is only 
permissible if a Buddhist background is obvious. 
Otherwise the symbol may just be taken as an 
auspicious symbol without fixed bond to a specific 
cult. 


CATALOGUE 
2359. АЕ, 2.45g, 14x13mm_ 


Obv: Chakra 
Rev: Ujjain symbol, swastikas in corners. 


2360. AE, 0.79g, 8x8mm 


Obv: Chakra 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


2361. AE, 1.08g, 10x9mm 


Obv: Chakra 
Rev: Railed tree 


2362. AE, 1.60g, 11x10mm 


Obv: Cha 
lephant to ri 


2364. AE, 0.65g, 8x8mm 


tra 


lephant to right, arrow on its back 
(Courtesy Marudhar e-auction 308125) 


2365. AE, 5.10g 


Elephant right, arrow and swastika above 
(Courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


Obv: Chakra punched on uncertain undertype 
Rev: Part of railed tree of undertype 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


Tree Type 


Everywhere in ancient Indi 
commonly seen coin device, 
those types where the cent 
flanked by two elephants 
adoration. 


CATALOGUE 
2367. AE, 0.90g, 8x8mm 


ES 


а the railed tree is а 
Much more unusual are 
rally placed railed tree is 
ог bulls in an attitude of 


Tree-on-hill, Ujjain symbol on 
: Blank 


(Courtesy Marudbar e-auction 308137, Paunar) 
2368. AE, 0.55g, 8x8mm 


: Tree-on-hill, Ujjian symbol on left 
: Blank 
(Courtesy Marndbar e-auction 308124, Pannar) 


2369. AE, 3.80g, 15x14mm 


Obv: Railed tree in three-dimensional view 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2370. LEAD, 3.46g 


Obv: Railed tree punched on worn undertype 
Rev: Blank or worn 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 6835) 
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2371. AE, 7.85g, 21x21mm 


Obv: Two elephants facing railed tree 
Rev: Indistinct 
(Courtesy Marudbar «auction 26868) 


2372. AE, 15.80g, 20x13mm 


Obv: Two elephants facing railed tree 
Rev: Indistinct 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke] ex Paoni region) 


2373. LEAD, 19.10g, 27x26mm 


lephant to right, Ujjain symbol above, 
swastika behind, Indradbnyja with swastika and 
taurines on right, river line below 

Rev: “Two bulls facing railed tree 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, 110.34) 


Indradhvaja Type 


‘The triangular-headed standard in association with 
other symbols is one of the most frequently seen coin 
devices on ancient Indian coins. Vidarbha is no 
exception but a few types here are exceptional in 
presenting the symbol in a prominent way surrounded 
by a square frame with no further associated symbols. 
Alternatively it can be seen asa ritual object on top of a 
nailing, 


CATALOGUE 
2374. AE 
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Obv: Indradhrgja in square double frame 
Rev; Elephant to right, arrow on its back, érivatsa 
above, railed tree on right 
(Courtesy Prakash Јајда) 


2375. 


Obv: Indradbrgja in square double frame 
Rey: Nandipada 
(Courtesy Rajesh TS. Nair) 


2376. AE, 0.75g, 9x8mm 


Obv: Railed Indradbrgja 
Rev: Taurine in square 
(Courtesy Marndbar e-anction 308110) 


Horse Type 
CATALOGUE 
2377. AE, 1.0g, 9x8mm 


Obv: Horse to right, Ujjan symbol and Indradbvaja 
above 
Rev: Blank 


--0000000------. 


Marathvada/West Vidarbha 
Type 
Findspots and typology suggest a western Vidarbha or 
Marithvidà origin for these coins. The uniface 
clephant-chakra-plough type betrays а Vaisnavite 
background by combining the chakra of Visudeva- 
Krsna and the plough of his brother Balarima- 
Samkarşana. On other local types from the region a 


railed tree reverse design in assscociation with an 
Ujjain symbolis frequently scen. 


Elephant, Chakra and Plough Type 
CATALOGUE 
2378. AE, 0.98g 


Jephant right, chakra and plough above 


Rev: Blank | 
(Conrtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 218137/ 


eastern Marabrádá- western Vidarbha) 


2379. AE, 1.02g 


б. 


Jephant to right, hakna and plough above, 
frinalsa on right 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Suresh Kumar) 


Seated Deity Type 
CATALOGUE 
2380, AE, 0.99g 


Obv: Seated deity, radiate head, mustika and inverted 
Indradbvaja on left, all in square й 
Rev: Railed tree on left, Indradbryja, U 
and swastikas on right 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 5784) 


in symbol 


Abhiseka-Laksmi Type 
CATALOGUE 
2381. AE, 0.90g 


hiseka-Laksmi with seated Laksmi 
Railed tree on right, Ujjain symbol on left 
(Courtesy Satish Karandikar) 


vt Abbiseka-Laksmi with seated 1 
Rev: Railed tree on left, 
(Courtesy Danlal ]lori) 


2383. AE 


aksmi 
п symbol on right 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi 


Rev: Ujjain symbol right, railed tree left 
(Courtesy Vivek: Kadam) 


2384. AE, 1.0g 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi, seated goddess, taurine on 
left 

Rev: Ujjain symbol surrounded by four ratar and 
four Indradbrajar 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate] Aurangabad region) 


2385. AE, 0.96g 


Rev: Chakra 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 5783) 


Bull/Railed-tree Type 
CATALOGUE 
2386. AE, 6.07g, 18x16mm 
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Obv: Bull to right with Ujjain symbol, double- 
taurine, swastika, taurine and nandipada around; 
circular border with fish and turtles inside 

Rev: Railcd tree, Ujjain symbol on left, small 
double-taurine, Indradbvaja and taurine 
(Courtesy Amet Lomate) 


2387. AE, 142g 


Obv: Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol between 
taurines on top 

Rev: Bull right, railed tree on right, taurine above 
(Courtesy Vivek Kadam) 


Multisymbol/Railed-tree Type 
CATALOGUE 
2388. AE, 1.84g 


Obv: Jriratsa, lotus, swastika and Indnadbraja 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Yogeshwar Puri) 


Hill/railed-yupa Type 
CATALOGUE 
2389. AE, 32x14mm, 9.56g 


Railed yupa with taurine at its end 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke/ Buldhana-Bhokardan) 


=--=-=-----0000000----------- 
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Aurangabad Region Lead Type 


CATALOGUE 
2390, LEAD, ca. 2-3g, 15mm 


Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Amiteshwar Jha, 2012-13, type 2, from Sillod/ 
also known from Blokardan excavations) 


2391. LEAD, 4.58g, 14mm 


Obv: Railed tree 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(A. Jha, 2012-13, bye 1, from Silld] 
also known from Bhokardan excavations) 


2392. LEAD, Satavahana bull type, 2.70g 


Obv: Bull to right, taurine above 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with attached crescent, swastika 
in each quadrant 

(A. Jha, 2012-13, type 3, from Sillod/ 

courtesy Imperial auctions 584107) 


EASTERN VIDRABHA KINGS 


Bhadra and Mitra Kings 
(2nd/1st century BCE) 


A series of mostly die-struck and sometimes 
punchmarked copper coins were issued by local kings 
of Vidarbha whose names are frequently ending with - 
айри or -mitra, The findspots are located in eastern 
Vidarbha, particularly in Wardha and Bhandara 


districts. A.M. Shastri and С. Gupta (1990) published 
this series first and ascribed it to the post- 
Mauryan/pre-Sitavahana period. The coins hailed 
from ancient Paunar and the mitra-ending names on 
them were Bhiimimitra, Kanbamitra (=Skt. Krşnamitra) 
and Suyamitra (=Skt. Süryamitra). 

More numerous were the coins with bbadra-ending, 
names, of which Shastri & Gupta listed Damabbadra, 
Dharmabhadra, Sar-vabbadra and Satyabbadra, OF 
Sarvabhadra only one specimen was published: it 
shows the same reverse design as Dharmabhadra's 
coins and on the obverse a тпай, а crescent with a dot 
inside and the legend. The dic-struck bifaced coins of 
Satyabhadra are known in an astonishing number of 
types, among them bull, elephant, Abhiseka-L: 
and Siva; they are combined with several r 
designs including the characteristic reverse emblem of 
Dhamabhadra thus linking the coinages of both kings. 

‘The chronological order proposed by Shastri & 
Gupta (1990: 23) lists Bhümimitra and Damabhadra as 
the earliest kings of their respective lines; both issued 
punchmarked coins without the use of a regal title, 
Their dates may be placed to the second part of the 
2nd century BCE, Overstrikes of Sitakarni on 
Süryamitra suggest the first part of the Ist century 
BCE for the latter. 


Other Early Kings (2nd century BCE) 


The list of pre-Sitavahana local rulers of eastern 
Vidarbha was extended with the appearance of several 
new types (Kulkarni (2010-11). Among the new names 
эге Shreyas (Seyaso), "Aryadatta, -Aitabandharand Sabena. N 
punchmarked silver coin of a certain Kanmantitri, a 
hitherto unknown local ruler, is published below: 

‘The uniface coppers of Shreyas with their simple 
two-punch technique are placed earliest by 
PPKulkarni, possibly followed by Damabhadra, 
Aryadatta and Asvabandhu or Bhümimitra who also 
had been issuers of punchmarked coins. Contrary to 
Shastri & Gupta Prashant Kulkarni proposed a late 
chronology for Dharmabhadra, Sarvabhadra and 
Krsnamitra. The chronology may be complicated by 
the possibility of local kings ruling 
contemporancously over different territories of 
ancient castern Vidarbha, 

А possible sequence based on coin m. 
typology and overstriking would be A 
Kamnamitra, Aryadatta, 
Dimabhadra (D, Satyabha-dra (D), Krsnamitra, 
Sarvabhadra, Satyabhadra (ID, Dharmabhadra, 
Süryamitra and Subena with possible overlapping of 
some rules. Certain bifaced types in the name of 
Dimabhadra might have been struck by a later 
namesake of eastern Vidarbha region or of western 


Vidarbha/eastern Marithy 
tothe bifaced elephant types of, 

My thanks to Avinash Ras 
provided the coin images of 
from his collection. 


The same could apply 
Bhümimitra (ID. 

тіске who generously 
many Vidarbha coin types 


Shreyas 


In view of the simple pwo-punched technique Shreyas, 
inscribed as ej without any royal ile was placed 
earliest by PPKulkarni (2010-11), but a chronology 
later than Aévabandhu or Kamnamitrais also possible. 


CATALOGUE 
2393. AE, ca.3.6g 


: Brihmi legend punch Se-ja-s0 at the bottom; 
punch on top containing a hollow crescent 
above dots flanked by taurines 

Rev: Blank 


(Kulkarni, 2010, na. 1 /courtesy Yegeshwar Puri) 
2394. AE, 4.16g, 18x11mm 


Obv: As 2393 but top punch upside-down 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Marudhar e-auction 13811) 


———0000000-———-—— 


Kamnamitra 


This is a unique coin of Paoni provenance published 
by courtesy of Avinash Ramteke. Kamnamitra or 
Kannamitra is an otherwise unknown local ruler of 
Vidarbha, The silver punchmarked coin with the local 
reverse marks damni and triskeles is typologically very 
close to the Mauryan Кага its local 


chronology about 150 BCE or even earlier. 
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CATALOGUE 
2395. AR, 0.77g, 10x11mm 


Sixarmed symbol, sun, taurines-around- 
center-in-square, tree, legend Kam-na-mi-ta-sa 
Rev: атат and triskcles 

(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke} findspot Paoni) 


———0000000--—- 
Aévabandhu (or Ašvabudha) 


The coin type of this new local king is published also 
by courtesy of Avinash Ramteke. The findspot is 
Paoni. Like in the case of Kamnamitra Asvabandhu's 
coin as well suggests a close link to the Mauryan 
derived local silver punchmarked issues; hence an early 
2nd century BCE date is probable. 


CATALOGUE 
2396. AR, PMC, 0.75g, 10x10mm_ 


Obv: Sun, six-armed 
damaruin-square, 
Rev: Damaru and trisk 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramtke] ex Pani) 


2397. AE, PMC 


mbol, tree, taurines- around 
pend Asra- (diu) 


Oby: Brühmi legend A-sna-ha-dhs, Ujjain symbol, 
river line with fish, tree, bull 

Rev: Blank 
(Kulkarni, 201084 / courtesy S.Bhandare) 


————0000000. 
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Aryadatta 


‘Technique and typology suggest Aryadatta’s reign 
close to that of Kamnamitra and Aévabandhu. The 
Nandyavarta, which is seen оп Aryadatta's 
punchmarked coins, is conspicuous and links them 
with the die-struck bull type inscribed in the same 
пате; typologically the bull /nandyararta type reminds 
one of the local Kogaliágila coins. 


CATALOGUE 


ze 
Yy CA 
Ye. VAN, 
БЕЗДЕ? 
Obv: Sun, six-armed symbol, tree, леяфуатели, 
Brahimi legend A.je-da-te-sa 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2399. AE, 6.20g, 21x17mm 


Blank 
(Courtesy Hoshedar Ghaswalla/ ex Pavani) 


2400. AE, 3.46g, 17x15mm 


Obv: Bull to right, legend A-ya-da-ta-sa above, 
taurine on right, triskeles on top 

Rev: Nandyararta 
(Kulkarni, 2010, no.2) 


---=-0000000------. 


Bhümimitra I and II 


Bhümimitra 1 issued punchmarked copper coins. He 
appears to be different from the namesake who struck 
diverse die-struck coppers with the name of the king 
written above an elephant or placed on top of a symbol 
arrangement. The reverse of these die-struck coins 


bears cither an Ujjain symbol with concentric orbs or a 
bull associated with the Ujjain symbol. The findspots 
of these die-struck coins are not proven; on 
typological grounds they rather belong to Vidarbha 
than to the Ujjain region where still another 
Bhümimitra issued a die-struck seated Siva type (coins 


790-791). 
Bhümimitra I 


CATALOGUE 
2401. AE, 5.97g, 22x20mm 


Obv: Brahmi legend Bhu-mi-mi-ta-sa, Ujjain symbol 
and railed arrow below, tree on top left, 
damarw-shaped symbol on top right 

Rev: Elephant to left 
(Courtesy Arinash Ramteke) 


2402. AE, PMC, 3.60g 


Obv: Ujjain symbol, tree, legend Bu-mi-(mi-ta-sa), 
bull and legend punch overlapping, river line 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 65430) 


Bhümimitra II 
CATALOGUE 
2403. AE, 4.42g, 16x14mm 


lephant to left, taurines and river below, 
spend Bhn-mi-mi:ta-sa on top 

Bull to right, double-orbed Ujjain symbol on 
u 

(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


Obv: Elephant to right above river-line, Brahmi 
legend Bhu-mi-mi-ta-sa placed inwards around 


the elephant 
Rev: Dotted Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


2405. AE, 2.93g, 13x13mm 


lephant to right, legend Bhu-mi-mirtesa 
inwards and anti-clockwise around the 
elephant 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol, taurine in each 
quadrant 


2406. 


lephant to left, Ujjain symbol and taurine 
Rev: Ujjain symbol and swastika, retrograde legend 
Ratio Bhu-mivmi-ta-sa anti-clockwise 
(Courtesy Zubair Khan) 


2407. AE, 2.83g 


Obv: 


Bhn-mi-mi-ta-ta anti-clockwise on top 
Rev: Bull to right, Ujjain symbol above, indistinct 

devices on top 

Typology suggests а Manitheiida origin for this type, 

possibly issued by still another namesake 

(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 298 14) 


0000000 
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Damabhadra I and II 


Dimabhadra issued punchmarked and dic-struck 
Coins Though nor common they are the most 
frequently encountered issues of the Vidarbha kings. 
Dimabhadra's punchmarked type has the legend 
punch, a tree, an Ujjain symbol, a wavy river line and a 
bull. His die-struck coins occur in а few varieties 
combining such devices as bull, hare-in-circle, tree, 
Ujjain symbol with unconnected orbs and а curved 
line with fish. Meanwhile some bifaced dic-struck 
elephant types have surfaced; they show a number of 
different reverse devices and in view of their 
completely different typology they should be ascribed 
toalater Dàmabhadra II. 


Damabhadra I 
CATALOGUE 
2408. AE, PMC, 2.89g, 14x10mm_ 


Obv: Bull to right, upside-down Brahmi k 
(Da)-ma-bha-da-sa, river on left, Ujjain symbol 
and tree on top 

Blank 

(Shastri & Gupta, 1990, ji 7/ MATEC 4732) 


2409. AE, PMC, 3.36g, 14x13mm 


Rev: 


Obv: As 2408 but taurine in front of the bull 
Rev: Blank 


Obv: Bull to right facing wavy river line with fish, 
legend Da-macbhada-sa above, on top hare-in- 
circle, Ujj mbol and inverted tree 

Rev: Blank 
(Shastri & Gupta, 1990, fig. 10) 
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2411. AE, 3.91g, 16x14mm 


Obv: As 2410 with swastika top right 
Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 4748] courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2412. AE, 3.45g, 15х14тт 


Obv: Bull to right facing Ujjain symbol, river below, 
railed tree on right, hare-in-circle on top, 
legend (Da-ma)-bba-da-sa top left 

Rev: Blank (Shastri č” Gupta, 1990, fig.8/ 
courtesy Marudbar e-anction 27828) 


2413. AE, 3.49g, 14x13mm 


(umb zn 


Obv: As 2412 but tree has crescent shaped leaves 
Rev: Blank 
(MATEC 4745) 


Damabhadra П 


CATALOGUE 
2414. AE 


Obv: Standing Laksmi, elephant to right, Indradhogja 
and legend Da-ma-bha-(da-sa) on right 

Rev: Bull right, double-orbed Ujjain symbol right 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2415. АЕ, 0.56g, 9x9mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, legend (Da-Jma-bharda-sa 
Rev: Dotted Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke/Vainganga river) 


2416. AE, 3.08g, 16x15mm 
Э, 


Obv: Elephant to right, swastika on left, Indradbngja 
on right, legend Da-ma-Pba-da-ta. 

Rev: Ujjain symbol and railed tree 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2417. AE, 1.02g, 10x8mm 


Obv: Legend (Da)-ma-bha-da-sa, swastika and dots 
above and below 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Marudbar e-anc.30#102/MATEC 
4749) 


--------0000000. 


Krsnamitra 
(Kanhamitra) 


Only one coin type of Krsnamitra has been published; 
it is unifacely die-struck depicting the legend, a river 
symbol with fish and four unconnected orbs of an 
Ujjain symbol (Shastri & Gupta 1990, 6р2). Further 
specimens of the type show the design to be more 
complex containing additionally bull, tree and three- 
arched hill 


CATALOGUE 


2418. AE, 3.48g, 16x13mm 
£i 


Obv: Legend Ka-nha-mi-ta-sa, rives below, Ujjain 
symbol and inverted hare-in-crescent above 
Rev: Blank 
(Shastri & Gupta 1990, fig.2/MATEC 4751) 


2419. AE, 3.20g 


Obv: Legend Ka-nba-mi-ta-sa, bull and river below; 
tree, unconnected Ujjain symbol and inverted 
hare-in-crescent above; three-arched hill on 


top right 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Vaikunta Chary Ragi) 
—————0000000. 


Satyabhdadra 
(Sachabhadra) 


Satyabhadra (the sanskritized form of the name 
Sachabhadra as appearing on his coins) issued a rich 
coinage which possibly had been issued by two 
homonymous kings. Among the reverse devices is the 
characteristic Vidarbha version of Ujjain symbol with 
concentric orbs, chakra, swastika and the depiction of 
а bull associated with diverse symbols. Particularly the 
bull associated with an Indradiryja or two bulls facing a 
railed Jndradhraja played a prominent part among the 
Satyabhadra coins but Ibhiseka-Laksmi and Makara 
occur as well. The complex cross, composed of four 
rectangles decorated with alternating taurines and 
nandipadas, is also seen on the coins of Dharmabhadra. 
As Dharmabhadra overstruck Satyabhadra he was 
cither later or both were contemporaries. Satyabhadra 
overstrikes on а uniface Dámabhadra coin (Bhandare 
1999, vdb-11) confirm the earlier placement of the 
latter. 

‘The common use of the standing Siva type by 
Satyabhadra, Süryamitra and Subena on the orther 
hand suggests the close proximity of these three rulers. 


Reverse Swastika Type 
CATALOGUE 


2420. AE, 2.82g, 15x13mm 
7 = 


Obv: Bull to right, tree on right, upside-down legend 
Saccha-bha-da-sa above 
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Rev: Swastika with taurine at each extremity and 
taurines between its arms 
(Shastri & Gupta, 1990, fg. 18) 


Reverse Ujjain Symbol Type 
CATALOGUE 
2421. AE, 3.65g 


Obv: Brühmi legend Ra-Bo Sa-che- bha-da-(sa), railed 
tree and river line with fish at the top 

Rev: Double-orbed dotted Ujjain symbol, taurine in 
cach angle, (overstruck/restruck) 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


2422. AE, 2.98g, 17x15mm 


me with six-armed symbol below 
: Double-orbed dotted Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2423. AE, 2.08g, 11x10mm 


end (Raro) a-cha-bhasda-sa, chakra and 
river with fish at the top 
Rev: Double orbed Ujjain symbol 


2424. AE, 3.60g 


Obs: "Threcarched hill with taurincs inside the 
archs, swastika on right, vertical legend on 
right Мача ачал 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, ndb-12) 
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2425. AE, 5.78g, 20x14mm 
sx) 


Obv: Elephant to right facing railed Indrad/ngja, river 
line below, legend Sa-cha-bba-da-sa 

Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol, alternating 
nandipadas and swastikas around 
(Courtesy Amet Lomat) 


Two Bulls facing Railed Standard Type 
CATALOGUE 
2426. AE, 5.33g, 19mm 


Obv: Two bulls facing a centrally placed railed 
Indradbvaja, Ujjain symbol on left, swastika on 
right, legend Кл-йо Sa-cha-bba-(da-sa) at the top 

Rev: Chakra 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2427. LEAD 


Tu 


Obv: Two bulls facing a railed Indradinzja 
Rev: Chakra with taurines between its spokes, 
nandipada in field 
(Courtesy Girith Sharma) 


Abhiseka-Laksmi Type 
CATALOGUE 
2428. AE, 2.34g, 13x13mm 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi, legend Sa-cha-bha-da-sa 
upside-down at the top 


Rev: Chakra 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2429. АЕ, 5.40g, 18x17mm 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi, Ujjain symbol at cach side of 
the goddess 

Chakra 

(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


Re 


2430. AE, 5.36g, 18x18mm_ 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi 

Rev: Bull to right, Indhradvaja on left, Ujjain symbol 
at top, (legend on right) 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2431. AE, 5.96g, 19xI8mm 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi 
Rev: As previous, legend Sa-cha-bha-dasa on right 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


Elephant/ horse Type 
CATALOGUE 
2432. AE, 5.59g, 21x17mm 


Obv: Elephant to right saluting railed tree on right, 
Ujjain symbol above, legend Ra- Sa-cha-bha- 
da-sa on left 

Rev: Horse to right, Ujjain symbol above, 
Indradbnaja on left, chakra on right, swastika 
between nandipadas at the bottom 
(Courtesy Avinash Ranteke) 


2433. AE, 5.22g, 21x18mm 


Obv: Elephant saluting railed tree, Indradiegia above 
the tree, wavy line below, (legend left) 
Rev: As previous 


(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 
2434. AE, 247g 


Obv: Elephant to left, uncertain symbol above 
Rev; Horse (or bull) to right, Ujjain symbol and 
swastika above, river below, legend Sa-cha-bha- 
da-sa vertically placed in center, railed tree on 
right 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 55811) 


Bull/horse Type 
CATALOGUE 
2435. AE, 2.50g 


Obv: Bull right, Ujjain symbol right 

Rev: Horse right, traces of legend above 
Attribution to Sabyabbadra on typological grounds 
(Courtesy Todymalla auction 108, pl. 1:50) 


Lion/makara Type 
CATALOGUE 
2436. AE, 4.50g, 17x16mm 


Vidarbha Coins 377 


Obv: Lion-on-hill to right, sun at top left, legend Ra- 
Ho Sa-cha-bha-da-(sa) on right 

Rev: Makara with elephant head to right, Ujjain 
symbol above, sun or chakra on top left 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2437. AE, 2.50g, 14x13mm 


Obv: Lion to right, Indradbngja above, all in dotted 
square frame 

Rev: Makara to right, uncertain symbol above 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


Siva Type 
CATALOGUE 
2438. AE, 3.32g, 16x13mm 


Obv: Standing Siva, stick in his right, Aumandaly in 
his left, legend Ra-tio Sa-cha-bha-da-sa on left, 
Indradbraja above Ujjain symbol on right 

Rev: Elephant right, Indradioaja, river line below 
(Shastri & Gupta, 1990, fig, 19/ 

‘courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2439. AE, 7.40g, 20x20mm 


Obv: As previous 
Rev: Indradboaja above elephant, river line below 
(Courtesy Ате! Lomate) 


2440. AE 
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v: Standing human, tree on left 
: Ujjain symbol, Indradbvaja and chakra, 
legend (Ra)-i Sa-cha-bha-(da-sa) 
(Courtesy Pankaj Mittal) 


2441. AE, 4.96g, 23mm 


Obv: As previous 
Rev: As previous, different symbol placement 
(Courtesy Nitin Khadekar/ ex Akola) 


Reverse type complex cross 
CATALOGUE 
2442. AE, 3.58g, 17mm 


Obv: Railed tree, river, upside-down legend 
(Ка)-йо Sa-cha-bha-(da-sa), Ujjain symbol above 

Rev: Cross with a taurine in each of its four 
rectangles, swastika in center, nandipadas 
around (Courtesy Avinash Ramteke/ ex Paoni) 


2443. AE, 3.87g, 16x16mm_ 


Obv: Legend (Ra)-io Sa-cha-bha-da-ta, Ujjain symbol 
below, tree top left, river line top right 

Rev: Complex cross-like reverse emblem 
(Courtesy Avinash Ranteke] ex Paoni) 


2444. AE, 3.43g, 17x15mm 


Obv: Same but retrograde legend 
Rev: Complex cross-like reverse emblem 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


———-———0000000.............. 


Dharmabhadra 


The die-struck coins of Dharmabhadra show the same 
elaborate cross-like reverse design as it was used by 
Satyabhadra: centrally placed mastika surrounded by 
four rectangles with additional taurines and nandipadas 
in between, The obverse shows a nandjpada in a circle, a 
bull, additional taurines and swastika symbols, standard 
and tree. 

Dharmadhadra overstruck Satyabhadra and was 
overstruck by Sátakargi. 


CATALOGUE 
2445. AE 


Obv: Bull to right, swastika in front and taurine 
above bull, (nandipada in circle on right), legend 
Ra-tio Dha-ma-bha-da-sa, horizontally placed 
railed tree at the top 

Rev: Complex cross-like reverse emblem 


2446. AE, 3.10g 


Obv: Similar with complete nandipada-in-circle 
Rev: Complex cross-like reverse emblem 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 218135) 


* Similar with two symbols above the bull 
* Complex eross-like re blem 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke/ ех Paoni) 


Sarvabhadra 


Only one rare type was issued by this king who 
overstruck coins of Dharmabhadra. The legend can 
casily be mistaken for that of Satyabhadra with the va! 
of Sanabbadra differing from the 'cha' of Sachabhadra 
only in the position of the vertical stroke, 


CATALOGUE 
2448. AE, 3.30g, 20mm 


Obv: Legend Ra-jo Sa-ra-bha-da-sa, six-armed 
symbol below, horizontally placed railed tree at 


the top 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, vdb-16) 
— 000оооо.......... 
Süryamitra 


OF Süryamitra four specimens had first been reported 
by Shastri and Gupta, one of them restruck by the 
Sitavahana king Satakarqi, More specimens including 
futher overstrikes have since surfaced. 

The coins of Süryamitra are bifaced die-struck 
pieces characteristically depicting a male deity on a 
lotus which might represent Siva. The reverse of 
Süryamitra's coins shows a large cakra above a bull 
with a river symbol below and a kwkkuta-dhvaja (cock- 
on-railing) on the right. This same type was also used 
by Subena and, combined with a different reverse 
depiction, also by Satyabhadra. 


CATALOGUE 
2449. AE, 6.89g, 21x16mm 


Ob: Siva on lotus, stick in his right, kamandalu in 
his left, legend (Ra-)io Sw-ya-(mi-ta-sa) on left, 
Jrivatsa and railed tree on right with taurine 
inside the railing 


Vidarbha Coins 379 


Rev: Bull to right, (river below), chakra above, 
Aukketardvaja (=cock-standard) on right 
(Shastri € Gupta, 1990, fig3/ 
courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


Obv: As previous with lotus and legend clear 
Rev: As previous but river is visible 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


———0000000-....——- 
Subena 


Subena issued exactly the same Siva/bull type as 
„зо his coins and dates are close to those of 


Obv: As previous but legend Кайо Su-be-na-sa 
Rev: As previous 
(Kulkarni, 2010, na.12/ courtesy Nitin Khadekar) 


-———-——0000000.......... 


Overstrikes 


Overstrikes of $йгаКаг on Süryamitra, first reported 
by Shastri & Gupta, suggest that the latter was a late 
ruler of the first part of the Ist century BCE. Other 
overstrikes have turned up in recent years allowing it 
now to refine the chronology further. Meanwhile we 
know of: Satakarni on Dhamabhadra, Dharmabhadra 
оп Satyabhadra, Sarvabhadra on Dharmabhadra, 
Satyabhadra оп Dimabhadra, Satyabhadra on 
Dimabhadra and Süryamitra on Satyabhadra. 
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Satyabhadra over Damabhadra 


CATALOGUE 


Obv: Elephant right, legend anticlockwise upside- 
down Sa-cha-bha-da-sa, row of swastikas, 
taurine and circle on top 

Rev: Traces of obverse design of Dimabhadra 
(tree, circle with hare, bull, legend part) 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, vdb-11) 


Dharmabhadra over Satyabhadra 
CATALOGUE 
2453. AE, 3.75g, 19x16mm 


Süryamitra over Satyabhadra 
CATALOGUE 


2455. AE, 6.94g, 19х19тт 
я: Ту! 


Obv: Süryamitra's Siva type over Satyabhadra's Siva 


yabhadra's Ujjain symbol visible 


type (Sa 


below Süryamitra's railed tree), legend part Sn- 


Ja-at top left 
Rev: Satyabhadra's clephant reverse type 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


Satakarni over Dharmabhadra 
CATALOGUE 
2456. AE, 3.05g 


Obv: Legend, tree, river and Ujjain symbol of 
Satyabhadra overstruck by Dharmabhadra 

Rev: Dharmabhadra's reverse emblem struck over 
the same reverse type of Satyabhadra 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


Sarvabhadra over Dharmabhadra 
CATALOGUE 
2454. AE, 3.70g, 20mm 


Obv: Dharmadhadra's obverse design (bull, 
nandipada-standard-in circle, wavy line with 
fish) overstruck with legend (Sa)-ra-bha-da-sa 

Rev: Traces of Dharmabhadra's reverse design 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, vdb-15) 


Obv: Sátakarni's elephant obverse type struck over 


Dharmabhadra's obverse design 

Rev: Sütakarni's railed tree reverse design struck 
over Dharmabhadra's reverse type 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke/ex Paoni) 


2457. AE, 3.68g, 16x16mm. 


Obv: As 2456 
Rev: As 2456 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke ex Paoni) 


2458. AE, 4.03g, 18x18mm 


Obv: Sitakarni’s elephant obverse type struck over 
Dharmabhadra's reverse type 
Rev: Satakarpi's railed tree reverse type struck over 
Dharmabhadea's obverse type 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) | 
Satakarni over Süryamitra 
CATALOGUE 
2459. AE, 5.92g, 21x19mm 


Obv: Sátakargi's elephant obverse type struck over 
Süryamitra's Siva obverse type 

Traces of Süryamitra's reverse bull type 

(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) | 


2460. AE, 7.13g 


Re 


Jephant right, Ujjain symbol above, swastika 
left, legend on right (Sa-ta-Jka-ni-sa 

Bull right, chakra above (7Süryamitra's and 
Subena's reverse type) 

(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 21449) 


RIVER VAINGANGA BENA 
TYPES 


These ‘Bena’ inscribed specimens suggest the 
identification of the frequently depicted fish-holding 
female figure as a river deity. As Bena is the ancient 
name of the river Vainganga the goddess can be 
identified as the local deity of the river Bena. 
Comparable issues with the image of other river 
deities can be expected to surface in future. One of the 
anonymous Vidarbha types depicts the fish-holding 
river deity standing on a Makara; in later iconograhy 
this was a depiction of goddess Ganga who has the 
Makara as her vahana. А rare punchmarked type bears 
the legend Вела-ёл. Avinash Ramteke proposed to 
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complete this name to Веда аа the ancient name of 
the Bena river region. 


Legend Be-na 
CATALOGUE 
2461. AE, 6.89g, 21mm 


Brahmi 


d Be-na above 


Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol above 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramtekz) 


Legend Be-na-ka-(ta) 
CATALOGUE 
2462. AE, РМС, 6.91g, 21х19тт 


Obv: Bull, Ujjain symbol, legend Вела Аа. (river line 
and tree) 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Avinash Кате) 
2463. AE, PMC, 6.93g, 20x18mm 


жату 4 


Obs: Bull, Ujjain symbol, legend punch lena 
river line, tree 
Rev: Blank 


BHADRAVATI CITY TYPES 


The ancient city of Bhadrjvai was situated in 
Chadrapur district of eastern Vidarbha. A well known 
reference from ancient texts mentions it as the host 
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f a Buddhist conference. While coins in the name 


of cities north of the Narmada are well known, this is 
exceptional for regions south of that river. The 
Bhadriivad city-state coins are of the principal type 
"elephant/railed tree with legend’ of which minor 
-4). 


varieties exist (Kulkarni 2004А: 
Elephant Type 
CATALOGUE 


2464. AE 


Obv: Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol above 
Rev: Brihmi legend Bha-drstw-tiya above 
horizontally placed railed tree 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 15813) 


2465. AE, 6.18g, 24x13mm 


Obv: As previous, overstruck on uncertain type 
Rev: As previous, overstruck on uncertain type 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2466. AE, 1.90g 


Obv: Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol and 
Indradlnaja above 

Rev: Legend Bha-dra-va-t-ya below railed tree 
(Courtesy Sachin Міла) 


Horse Type 


This is a different Bhadravati type with what appears 
like a crudely executed horse and the legend below. As 
the countermark is usually scen on castern Malwa 
types this coin possibily is a civic issue of another 
Bhadravati in eastern Malwa. 


CATALOGUE 
2467. AE 


Obv: Countermark with Ujjain symbol and boat (ie 
devices seen on Kurapurika coins) 

Rev: Horse to right, legend Bha-dra-va-ti at the 
bottom. 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuradiya) 


SEBAKA AND 
RELATED TYPES 
(WESTERN VIDARBHA/ 
MARATHAWADA) 


The Pusad find, which had surfaced in 2005 from the 
river Pus in district Yavatmal in Maharashtra, 
contained certain local Vidarbha coins in association 
with early Sitavihana coins such as Sadavahana or 
Chimuka types (see R. Somkuwar, 2006 in ICY-NL, 
10.39, pp. 45-48). 

These coins display a special typology which is also 
characteristic for early Sîtavãhana issues of Vidarbha: 
the double-orbed 'Ujjain symbol! on reverse has a | 
thick dot in the centre of each orb and ber 
corners of the symbol are additional devices such as 
nandipadas or swastikas. The elephant on obverse has 
frequently an oversized Indrudhraja-in-railingon its back 
flanked by additional symbols. The 
anepigraphic Vidarbha coins of the sam 
as the Vidarbha issues of the саг} 


the 


istence of 
eneral type 
could 


local types or by regarding them as uninscribed 
Sitavahana coins. 

Among the local types in the Pus find were also 
bull type specimens in the name of king Sebaka with 
the characteristic reverse design ‘double-lined nandipada- 
cand -srivatsa-above-double-crck'. Such specimens had first 
been published by Mirashi (1945, JNS, vol. VII: 94-7), 
then by M.G.Dikshit (1968, JST, w 
RK. Sethi (1977, ND, vol.l, pt.ll: 10-16), by 
Siddiqui (/NSI, vol. XXXIX: 78-9) and by I 


(1983, ND, үс. VII: 26-31). While most are of the bull 
type, some depictan elephant instead of the bull. 
coins can brand i ens FPSS and ini 
[ о Sebaka's dynasty based on 
the dynastic reverse emblem. This same emblem or irs 
modifications appear also on some other coins with 
different legends. These coins, inscribed in such names 
as Vigra, Kutapida (or Kukutapáda) and Kukutakhada 
(hen messing coquerel and Khida being derived 
om Skanda) are typologically and perhaps also 
dynastically linked to the Sebaka coins. 

Ajha & LBVarma (2003-2004: 43-6), PP 
Kulkarni (2006: 89-94) and S. Bhandare (2006: 102-10) 
all dealt with an article of Siddiqui (1996: 99-106) in 
which he had published a group of square bull type 
coins with ‘double-lined-nandipada-and-srinatra-above- 
double-circl’ reverse design originating from 
Marathwada region. Most coins of this series are 
inscribed in the name of king Sebaka, only few are of 
the Vigra type (Kulkarni, 1988: 6-7) and others show 
different legends which Siddiqui misinterpreted as 
referring to the Vakitakas. In an editorial note to 
Siddiqui's article Devendra Handa already expressed 
the view that kataka is a misreading and that on 
typological grounds as well such ап attribution is 
untenable. Based on the evidence of further coins with 
the complete legend Kufapadasa Kulkarni (2010: 21-27) 
identified the issuer of these coins as king Kutapáda 
and the issuer of а closely related coin series as king 
Kukutakhada, 


Sebaka Types 


"They are inscribed in the name of king Sebaka with 
the characteristic reverse design ‘dowble-lined-nandipada- 
and-srivatsarabove-donble-cirek’. The most commonly 
encountered type is the bull type in two main varieties: 
with a hill symbol or with a railed tree above a hill 
symbol in front of the bull. Two small cross-like 
swustikas are usually placed above the animal. On both 
types the Brahmi legend Кайо Sebakasa is placed at the 
top of the obverse in large squarish letters. The 
elephant type has a modification of the Sebaka reverse 
emblem with the Jritatsa replaced by ‘hollow cross’. 
Those find spots, which were definite, were 
situated in central Maharashtra, że. Nanded in the case 
of Siddiqui's and Paithan in the case of Dikshit's 
specimens. To such findspots we can add the evidence 
of the Pusad find and place these coins and the related 
types to pre-Sitavihana 2nd/ 1st century BCE western 
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Vidarbha/Marithwada region. Sátavihana overstrikes 
оп Sebaka coins exist (Ashok Jairaj Singh Thakur, 
2006:8-10). 


Sebaka Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
2468. AE, 8.95g, 21x20mm 


Ом: Bull to right, two swastikas above, six-arched 
hill on right, Indradbvaja on left, Brahmi legend 
Ram-ño Se-ba-ka-sa on top, (river below) 

Rev: Double-lined nandipada-and-srivatsa-above- 
double-circle, small taurine and swastika above 
(ND, vol.1, pt. П: 13; Mitchiner 51, pt.1, 00.131) 


2469. AE, 10.01g 


Obv: Same with river originating below hill 
Rev: Dynastic Sebaka emblem 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 21864) 


Same with all legend details very clear 
Rev: Dynastic Sebaka emblem 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 21863) 


2471. AE, 17.80g 
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ате but heavy type and river very clear 
ic Sebaka emblem 


Obv: Same but Indradbayja between bull and hill and 
railed tree above the hill 


Obv: Same but three-arched hill below the tree 
Rev: Dynastic Sebaka emblem 


Countermarked Sebaka Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
2474. AE, 5.54g 


Obv: Bull right, large swastika above, Indradbraja on 
left, legend Rando Se-ba-ka-sa on top; inverted 
railed tree countermarked on right 

Rev: Dynastic Sebaka emblem 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatie Gallery 21873) 


Anonymous Sebaka Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
2475. LEAD, 3.24g, 14mm 


Obv: Bull to right, Indradhraja and taurine above 
Rev: Dynastic Sebaka emblem 


Sebaka Elephant Type 
CATALOGUE 
2476. AE, 5.0g 


Obv: Elephant to right, three-arched hill right, river 
below, legend (Raro) Secba-ka-sa on top 
Rev: Hollow cross above double circle and double- 
ined nandipada above double circle 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 248565) 


2477. AE, 9.01g 


Obv: Same elephant type 
Rev: Same modified dynastic Sebaka emblem 
(Conrtesy Oswal auction 62817) 


0000000. 


Vigra Type 
"This type is linked to the Sebaka issues by the same 
blem. A few such coins were included in the 
àvatmal district of Maharashtra, The 
first published by Kulkarni (1988:6-7) 


CATALOGUE 
2478. AE, 15.06g 


Te 


Obv: Bull to right, Indnidbnuja on left, two small 
swastikas above, legend (Ramo) Vaya on 
top 

Rev: Dynastic emblem 
(Kulkarni 2010, no.6/ 

(courtesy Classical Numismatic G айту 21080) 


————0000000-————- 


а (2003-2004: 43.6) 
legend on the concerned 
coins at thei 


) proposed to read the 
pins a Кайы but on the 
lisposal parts of the legend were out of 
the eviden 


of further coins Bhandare 
ul later Kulkarni (2010: 21-27) could read 
ne Kufapadasa thus making the coins issues of a 
Kulkarni also suggested Kukutapida 
only the first version is inscribed on the coins; ай 
starting with the legend part Kikufa appear to be 
x of Киба whose coin types are listed 
below: 
King Kufapîda used several modifications of the 
Sebaka emblem, the most similar having just the 
srivatsa replaced by an Гайдна, Other coins of 
ku bold mundipada side by side 
circle and small symbols like a swastika in the 
third version shows the bold nandipude associated with 
(райета — the latter symbol sometimes depicted 
together witha circle огап иілту, 


Abhiseka-Laksmi Type 
CATALOGUE 
2479. AE, 5.7g (countermarked) 


Obv: Square bull punch, legend Ram-to Ku-ta-pa-da- 
sa, elephant as part of Abhiseka-Laksmi design 
Rev: Nandipada and double-lined circle (with 
Indradbvaja above) in square frame 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 2144106) 


2480. AE, 6.97g 


Obv: Square bull punch on Abbiseka-Laksmi type 
(with seated goddess) 

Rey: Reverse emblem in square double frame 
(Kulkarni 2010, поб for undertype/ 
courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 218108) 


Vidarbha Coins 385 


2481. AE, 7.73g 


Об: As previous with river originating from hill on 
right, legend Ku-ta-pa-da-sa, square Гойи 
above-bull punch 

Rev: Reverse emblem in square double frame 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 214107) 

Elephant Type 

CATALOGUE 

2482. AE, 4.70g 


Obv: Elephant right, legend Raw-ño Ku-fa-pa-da- (a) 
Rev: Nandipada, circle and swastika 
(Courtesy Todywalla anction 86084 12) 


Obv: As 2482 
Rey: As 2482 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 2144131) 


2484. AE, 3.59g 


As previous countermarked with railed tree 
Rev: As previous 

(Kulkarni 2010, no. 5 for undertype/ 

courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 214132) 
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Ом: Elephant to right, three-arched hill and 
swastika above, all in square frame 

Rev: Nandipada and circle, top legend flanked by 
swastikas Ramo Kurfarparde-sa, square frame 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 241 #568) 


Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
2486. AE, 3.42g 


Obv: Bull to right, /udrudiraja on right, legend 
Kirta:perda-(1a) upside-down on top 

Rev: Only border of swastikas visible 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 2144114) 


2487, AE 


Obv: Bull right, Kirfapurdla-sa upside-down 
tevi Nandpada and balemark* 
(Courtesy Rajesh Nair) 


2488. AE, 3.36 


Obv: Bull right, Kifu-purda-sa upside-down 

Rev: Elephant countermarked on reverse design of 
which ,balemark' and Галата is visible 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 218121) 


2489. AE 


Ору: Bull to right, legend Kucfacpa-da-sa 
Part of Nandipada and balemark* 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


2490. AE, 2.48g 


Obv: Bull to right, river below 
Rev: Nandipada and ,balemark' 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 2545) 


——-0000000-—~ 
Kukutakhada Type 


A few specimens have the legend Кибла алас 
Kulkarni (2010: 23-24, regarded as a further king 
Kukujakhada different from Kujapada, rather than 
assuming justa dic-cutter's error. 

Particularly one of the coins illustrated by 
Kulkarni (2010, coin 11) shows the le 
doubt. Kukutakhàda's characteristic reverse emblem is 
another modification of the Sebaka emblem: a bold 
nandipada in association with an Indrudbryje above a 
The nameis linked to the 
ning coquerel and Kháda 


nd beyond. 


Skanda cult with Kukuga m. 
being derived from Skánda. 


tte Tp 


Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
2491. AE, 6.99g 


Obv: Bull right, Indradhraja left, hill right, two small 
Swa: tikas, (Ramo) Kirku-larkba-da-(ta) 

Rev: Modified 'Scbaka emblem! (Nandjpada and 
Indradbvay 


bove-double circle) 

(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 21879) 

2492. AE, 5.91g, 20x20mm 
кай 


imilar, legend part Кайд Киа а. 
Rev: Modified Sebaka emblem 


(Courtesy Chetan Rajapurkar) 


Elephant type 
CATALOGUE 
2493. AE, 3.67g 


Obv: Elephant to right, Indrad/nsja above, legend 
Ram-ño Kuckir-fa-kha-(da-sa) 

Rev: Modified 'Sebaka emblem! with Nandpada, 
Indradbwaja above double circles and railed tree 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 62814) 


2494. AE, 4.89g 


Obv: Elephant to right, river line below, legend part 
Ram-ño Ku-ku-ja- 

Rev: Modified Sebaka emblem 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 62#13) 


0000000----------- 


Petalataditi types 


This is another series of local coins which were 
included in the Marathwada Pusad find. A 1st century 
BCE dating of this ruler is suggested by the coin 
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association in that find and by the existence of 
Sitavahana overstrikes on coins of the series 
(Bhandare, 2006, 105-106). Overstrikes of this ruler 
оп Sátavihana coins exist, as the specimen from the 
INHCRF Database demonstrates. 

‘The coins arc characterized by a reverse emblem 
depicting a bold sun surrounded by a number of 
different symbols. The obverse has a bull which in 
most cases is standing to the right sometimes facing a 
railed tree above hill and thus typologically creating a 
link to certain Sebaka types. ‘The identification of the 
name, which is inscribed without any royal title, has 
been a matter of discussion. Leaving aside such 
readings which were based on coins with certain 
difficulties two controversial readings remain: that of 
PPKulkarni (2006C: 40-44) who read it as Patalatirita 
and Shailendra Bhandare (2006: 102-110) who 
proposed Patalatolata (or Patalatodata). The crucial 
letter is the one regarded as a 'Ri' by Kulkarni but as a 
soft 'D' or a retroflex 'L! by Bhandare. In a personal 
communication Harry Falk identified this letter as Di 
‘Taking into consideration the evidence of the below 
listed specimens, of which some have very clear 
diacritical marks, Falk read the Prakrit coin legend as 
Petala-táditisa (7Skt.: Paittala-taditrsya) explaining itas. 
the genitive form of the one who hits the bel 


Bull to Right Type 
CATALOGUE 
2495. AE, 6.03g 


LLL 


Obv: Bull to right, railed tree on right, river below, 
legend Pe-ta-la-ti-di-(t-sa) 

Rev: Sun with Indradbnaia, swastika and other 
symbols around 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 2488566) 


24%. AE, 8.09g 
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Obv: As 2495 А 
Rev: Sun, satsa, Indradbvaja, swastika 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 21888) 


2497. AE, 6.09g 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Pe-ta-la-tä-di-ti-sa 
Rev: Sun, rata, Indradbraja, swastika 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 21891) 


2498. AE, 6.46g 


Obv: 


Bull to right facing railed tree on right, legend 
Pe-ta-la-tà-di-ti-sa 

Rev: Sun, #йша, Indradbraja, swastika 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 218890) 


2499, 


Obv: Bull to right, swastika above, Indradbvaja on 
left, legend Pe-ta-la-hi-di-ti-sa 

Rev: Sun with symbols around 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 21898) 


Obv 


ү: Railed tree-above-hill right of bull, additionally 
raba and swastika above the bull, legend (Pe 
ta)-la-tà-di-(ti-sa) 

z Sun center is large, double lined and dotted 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 21481) 


Countermarked Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
2501. AE, 8.40g 


Obv: Bull right, Indradbangja on left, swastika, irinatia 
and legend above, /rinu/ta countermark 

Rev: Sun, ўша, Indradbraja, (swastika) 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 21884) 


Bull to Left Type 
CATALOGUE 


° 
ig 


ү: Bull to left, river below, taurine on left, 


swastika on bottom left, legend Реан. 
sa 


Rev: Sun, swastika and other symbols around 
(Courtesy INHCRI Database) 


2503. AE, 25mm, overstruck on Satavahana coin 


Obv: 


(Ujjain symbol of undertype visible with 
Brühmi legend part (54-f4)-ka-ni-sa pointing 
outwards 

Rev: Sun, swastika and other symbols around 
(Courtesy INHCRE Database) 


MAHAGAMIKA COINS 


Mahāgāmika coins were included in the Pusad finds 
together with coins of Sebaka and Sebaka related 
rulers. Typologically they are close to Vidarbha region 


‘hana coins and as they are bearing a feudatory 
title they may have been Ist century BCE feudatories 
оГ the Sitavahanas in western Vidarbha/Marihvada, 
‘The legend Sagmina Mabigamikasa suggests that the 
issuers of these coins are belonging to a family called 
gamäna (when first published by V.V. Mirashi the 
legend was misread as Saga Mana 
corrected by D.C. Sircar). 


CATALOGUE 
2504. AE, Маһаратіка, 8.24g 


Mabasa which was 


Obv: Elephant to right facing tree with crescent- 
shaped leaves, swastika above, legend (Sa}:ga- 
mäna Ma-basga-micka-sa 

Rev: Sütavihana symbol with concentric orbs and 
attached nandipada, swastikas in quadrants 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 21857) 


2505. AE, 5.99g 


As 2504 
: As 2504 
(Courtesy Kohinoor auction 4825) 


2506. AE, 5.07g 


Obv: Elephant to right, trident-like tree on right, hill 
below, legend (Ma)-ha-ga-mi-ku-sa Za-ta-mi-ya 
Rev: Four-nandipada symbol 
Zatamaya according to Kulkarni (2010, na.10). 
Jf the 'ta' was a misplaced 'ga' it might read 
Sagamana, 
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DIVERSE RULERS 
(WESTERN 
MAHARASHTRA) 


Nothing more can be said about the local rulers whose 
coins are listed below. In absence of comparable 
specimens even the identification of the personal 
‘name is in some cases only tentative. Proven find spots 
are rarely available but typology suggests western 
Vidarbha, Магма and Khandesh. 

In recent years coins with the names of Balamitra, 
Usabhamitra, Mitrasavijayo and Sivajaya have 
surfaced. Typology suggests them to be issues of post. 
Mauryan/pre- Sitavahana kings from Khandesh 
region in NW-Maharashtra. Particularly the Ujjain 
reverse emblem encased in a circle or hollow cross is a 
characteristic Khandesh coin device (sce coins 550. 
560). 

Geographical proximity and close trade relations 
explain the typological links between Ujjain and 
Prakashe coins, as trade routes via Prakashe connected 
Nasik with Ujjain and Bharuch with Paithan. However, 
whereas the find spots of some of these coins are 
indeed from Khandesh region, others were also 
reported from Yavatmal district and Nanded. 


Balamitra 


Different coin types are known in Dalamitra's name 
with chakra, elephant and Ujjain symbol reverse 
depiction. The Ujjain symbol in a circle surrounded by 
a border of taurines points to Khandesh- at least a 
north-western Maharashtra origin is probable. 


CATALOGUE 
2507. AE 


Obv: Swastika and йада, legend Ba-la-mi-ta-sa 
Rev: Chakra 
(Courtesy Rajesh Nair] ex Nanded) 
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2508. POTIN, 2.47g 


Brahmi legend Ba-/o-mi-tarsa around érinatsa 
phant to right, bottom line 
(Courtesy Omul Auction 48817) 


2509. AE 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Basla-mi-tassa on right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol, taurine in each quadrant 
(Courtesy Rajesh Nair) 


2510. AE, 3.45g 


Obv: Railed tree, legend Ba-/a-mi-ta-sa on left 
Rev: Ujjain symbol in circle, border of taurines 
(Courtesy Todymalla Auction 27810) 


ee 


Mitrasavijayo 


The Ujjain symbol on the coin of this king is placed 
inside hollow cross which is characteristically seen on 
several anepigraphic coin types from Khandesh (sce 
coins 550-554). 


CATALOGUE 
2511. AE, 2.74g 


Elephant to left, Ujjain symbol above, legend 
on top reading Mita-sa-vi;ja-yo 
Rev: Double-orbed Ujjain symbol in hollow cross 
(Courtesy Bombay Auction 3826) 


Obv: 


Pukhaka (Pushyaka) 


Shailendra Bhandare proposed the reading Pukhaka 
taking it as the Prakrit version of the Sanskrit name 
Ризаа. As Pushya is known as one of the 
Nakshatras Bhandare thinks the coin design might also 
transport an astronomical meaning: Pushya is seen asa 
triangle of three faint stars, wo of which being named 
as the ‘two donkeys’ by ancient astronomers. The 
findspot of this coin is the Tapi-Purna valley, the river 
Purnabeingone of the chief tributaries of the Tapi. 


CATALOGUE 
2512. AE 


Obv: Two horses or asses to right, human figure 
standing on right, legend starting 5° 
anticlockwise outwards Ratio Pu-kha-(ka) 

Rev: Horse or ass to right, taurine above, Ujjain 
symbol on left 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare; ex Tapi-Purna 
alley) 


----0000000..... 


Ramadatta (?) 


‘The attribution is uncertain and the reading of the 
legend as well. The coin is from the Vidarbha 
collection of Avinash Ramteke, 


CATALOGUE 
2513. AE 


Obv: Horse to left, Ujjain symbol above, swastika 


and iria on left, legend Racmardata-sa) 
Rev: Railed tree 


(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 
-————000000............ 
Siri Gola 


‘The legend was formerly read 
personal 
proposed 


х ley. If the 
interpretation was accepted one could compare the 


type with other river deity coins of Vidarbha: on some 


of them a fish-holding goddess is representing the 
river Bena (Vainganga), on oth 
standing ona Makara. 


CATALOGUE 
2514. AE, 2.86g 


5 Ganga is depicted 


Obv: Standing human figure, left akimbo, right lifted 
in Abhayamudra; Indradbraja on right, wavy 
line below, Brihmi legend Sirî Go-la on left 

Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Oswal Auction 558810) 


-—---—--—-0000000----------- 


Sivajaya 


‘The encased Ujjain symbol on this coin would suggest 
a nort-western Maharashtra origin such as Khandesh 
or Junnar region. According to Avinash Ramteke, to 
whose collection the coin belongs, the find spot is 
Babhulgaon in Yavatmal district. 


CATALOGUE 
2515. AE, 3.65g, 18xlómm 
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Obv: Bull right, legend Sirayiaga on right 

Rev: Ujjain symbol in square frame, swastikas in 
quadrants 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke/ Babbulgaon, Yaratmal) 


———-0000000......... 


Usabhamitra 


This is another enigmatic ruler from Khandesh region 
who is exclusively known through this coin type. The 
find spot of the coinis described as Nandurbar. 


CATALOGUE 
2516. AE, 2.28g 


Obv: Elephant to right, upside-down legend at top. 
reading U-sa-bha-mi-ta-sa 

Rev: Horse to right in dotted border 
(Courtesy Bombay Auct 18, from Nandurhar) 


cM 0000000----------- 


Vasasami 


Apart from his coins we have no other information 


- The legend is arranged in wo horizontal 
lines on the reverse and assuming it to be complete it 
can be read as Van 
identica 


sa). An anepigraphie type with 


obverse d 


sign exchanges the reverse legend 
for a railed tree. The typology of the coins points to 
Мағаз. 


CATALOGUE 
2517. АЕ, 1.29g 


Obv: Bull to right facing railed tree, Ujjain symbol, 
triskeles and rata above bull 

Rev: Brahmi ley asa- sami(sa) in two lines, 
Ujiain symbol on right 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery Auct.25#2) 
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2518. AE, 3.71g 


As 2517 
Rev: Кайе tree 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 24#562) 


0000090. 


Uncertain legends 
CATALOGUE 
2519. AE, 2.23g, 13x13mm 


Obv: Bull right, inverted legend part -fa-sa 
Rev: Ujjain symbol, taurine in each quadrant 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2520. AE 


Obv: Horse right, rata above, legend —ne-ta-ta 
Rev: Ujjain symbol in square 
(Courtesy Rajesh T.S. Nair) 


2521. AE, 4.41g 


Obv: Horse right, #itatsz above, legend part —ne 
Rev: Ujjain symbol in square 
(Courtesy Gautam Jantakal) 


2522. AE, 5.06g, 17x16mm 


Obv: Bull to right, Ujjain symbol above, lion on top 
left, vertical legend top right Bhi-ma-ga-n’ (?) 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2523. AE, 5.81g, 17x15mm 


Obv: As previous with Indradinoja on left 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


MAHARATHIS OF 
MARATHWADA 
(EARLY POST SATAVAHANA 
PERIOD) 


A few coins from Marathwa 
names of different Mal 
coins are inspired by the S: 
tothe early post-Sitavithana period. 

In contrast to other Maharathi coinages of the 
Deccan, such as those from northern Кап 
Chitradurga, Karhad or Rayalseema. (Veeripuram), 
which are mostly lead coins, the Mahārațhi issues from 
Marithwada are of copper. The chief typ 
encountered show a three-arched hill with the legend 
around on obverse and a railed tree on reverse. One of 
these types bears the legend of Kerarana Maharuthisa 
Gotamiputasa V'jjbasatita; S. Bhandare (1999: 341 /coins 
vdb 119-122), P.P. Kulkarni (2001-2; 69) and A.Nath 
(1994 and 2014) had discussed Vindbyashakti, mi 
3rd century originator of the Vakitaka dynasty, 
possible issuer. 


š are inscribed in the 
this. "Typolopically these 
as and thus belong 


A hoard of such Mahārațhi coins was recently 
found in Marithwadi, Pathardi taluka/tchsil, 
Ahmednagar District, near Aurangabad. The hoard 


coins are inscribed in the names of Maharathi Sirimina, 
Mabarathi Talathata and Maharathi Sivavidbya, 
Specimens with the name of Mabarathi Kumanaate also 
reported but clear images are not available 


Another type with the legend part Mahanathisa 
Pusa- (possibly part of Pushamitra) has the same railed 


tree but an elephant to right on obverse. (Bhandare, 
1999, coin vdb-118). i 


Maharathi Talathata 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Three-arched hill, Brihmi legend 
(Ma)-ba-ra-thi-sa Ta-la-tha-ta-(sa) 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Oswal Auction 62839) 


2525. AE 


Obv: As previous 
Rev: Similar to previous 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery) 


——-——- 0000000 
Maharathi Sirimitra 
CATALOGUE 
2526. AE 


Obv: Three-arched hill, legend (Ma-ba-ra)-thi-sa Siri- 
mivta-(sa) 

Rev: Railed tree р 
(Courtesy Rajesh Nair) 
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2527. AE, 5.90g 


Obv: Hill, legend (Ma-ha-ra-thi)-sa Si-ri-mi-(ta-sa) 
Rev. Railed tree 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


Maharathi Sivavijhasa 
(=: Sivavidhya) 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Three-arched hill, Indradhraja left, Srivatsa (2) 
right, legend (Ma-ba)-ra-thi-sa Si-na-nijba-ta 

Rev: Railed tree,swastika left, Ujjain symbol right 
(Courtesy Chetan Rajapurkar] thanks to Нату Falk 
for reading the legend) 


0000000. . 


Kevara Maharathi 
Gotamiputa Vijhasati 
(Vindhyashakti) 


S. Bhandare (1999: 341/coins vdb 119-122), PP. 
Kulkarni (2001-2: 69) and A.Nath (1994 and 2014) 
had discussed Т/л заза, middle 3rd century 
originator of the Vakitaka dynasty, as possible issuer 
of this coin type. The coin type follows the above 
catalogued 'hill/railed tree! Maharathi coins from 
Marithwidi /western Vidarbha and is completely 
different from the other Vakijaka coins. Thus if this 
type was in fact struck by Vindhyagakti, the origin of 
the Vakitakas would rather be Vidarbha than the 
Vidhya region in MP as previously believed (sec 
Vakitaka chapter below). 
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CATALOGUE 


Ob: Thr 
Ke-na-nt-na Ma-la-na-thi-sa (Go-ta-mi. 

Rev; Railed tree, taurine left, Гола таја right 
(Courtesy Shaikndra Bhandare 1999, rdb-119/ 
Similar Deo & Chatte, JNSI, 1973, p.237) 


ched hill, legend starting at 10° 


Kumaradasa, 
uncertain Vidarbha ruler 


"This ruler is otherwise unknown. He could have 
independent local ruler of Vidarbha or 
kas of about the 


heen a 


possibly a feudatory of the 
Ath century Cl, 


CATALOGUE 
2530. LEAD, c. 2.3g 


Obv: Frontally facing lion, nata left 

Rev: Brahmi legend Ki-ma-ra-di-sa-sa 
Reading thanks to Shailendra Bhandare 
(Courtesy Rajesh T.S.Nair) 


LION TYPE MAHARATHIS 
(VIDARBHA, 2nd/3rd 
CENTURY CE) 


Copper coins in the name of Mahárathi Chula-varuna 
had first been reported from the Hyderabad region 
although recent finds are rather from central 
Maharashtra. Another ruler, whose name can be read 
with certainty from coins of the series, is Pusavaruna. 
The main obverse type of these Mahirathi coins 
depicts a lion but elephant and bull are also seen. The 
reverse can be blank ог it depicts a railed tree or a 
nandyavarta. Charactetistically two symbols are added: 


a circle and a curved hook-like device. These two 
symbols are either flanking the railed tree or the circle 
aloneis put above the lion or the elephant on obverse. 
The ‘circle and hook’ is also found as a countermark 
and its prominent and repeated use suggests its 
dynastic meaning. ‘The emblem constitutes for 
example also the reverse design of an uninscribed 
bull type thus assigning it as an anonymous issue of 
this Maharathi dynasty. Typologically the series 
appears to be influenced by Sátavihana coins and 
might be dated to the later Sátavàhana period, ie. 
about 2nd century CE. 


Maharathi Chulavaruna 
CATALOGUE 
2531. AE, 2.95g 


Obv: Lion right, Brahmi legend starting at 10° clock 
Ma-ba-ra-thi-sa Clw-la-ra-ru-na-sa. 

Rev: Blank 
(Bhandare 1999, coin Kondapur 7/ 
courtesy К.К. Maheshwari/ from Hyderabad) 


2532, AE 


Obv: Lion right, Ma-ba-ra-thi-sa Chu-la-va-ru-na-sa 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Rajesh T.S.Nair) 


2533. AE, 6.23g, 21mm 


Obv: Lion right, legend —га Ma-ha-ra-thicsa Chu- 
Rev: Elephant left 
(Courtesy Imperial Auction $8116) 


2534. 


Obv: 


Rev: 


2535. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


2536. 


Obv: 
Rev: 


AE, 6.67g, 20mm 


Lion right, legend part Ma-ba-ra-thi-sa, traces 
of undertype constituting a central circle with 
swastika and two standards around 

Elephant left, legend part шш Masha- 


(Courtesy Marudbar Auction 23832) 


AE 


Lion, Ma-ha-ra-thi-sa (Стич) темала 
Railed tree, hook left, (circle right) 
(Courtesy Rajesh T.S. Nair) 


AE, c.6g, 18mm 


Lion right, Ma-ha-ra-thi-sa Chu-la-va-ri-na-ta 
Railed tree, hook left, circle right 
(Courtesy Milind Patel) 


—— U 0000000--— 


Maharathi Pusavaruna 


CATALOGUE 
2537. AE, ca.8g 


Obv: 


Rev: 


Lion to right, circle above, legend (Ma-ha)-ra- 
thi-sa Pu-sa-ra-ru-na-sa, bottom river line 
Railed tree, river line below, taurine left 
(Courtesy Vaikunta Chary Ragi) 
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Obv: Brahmi legend part Ma-ba-ra-thi-sa Pussas, 
countermarked by bull punch and by lion 
punch 

Rev: Railed tree, hook and circle on right 
(Courtesy Rajesh Т.У. Nair) 


Unidentified Maharathi Type 
CATALOGUE 
2539. AE 


Elephant right, circle above, legend 
Mabarathisa 

Rev: Railed tree; countermarked with lion 
(Courtesy Rajesh Nair) 


2540. AE, 4.2g 


H3 


Obv: Elephant to left, circle above, legend part 
variata 

Rev: Nandyarurta 
(Courtesy Hoshedar Ghaswulla) 


2541. AE 


Obv: Bull right, legend Maharathi, countermarked 
with 'hook and circle! 

Rev: Nandyararta 
(Courtesy Rajesh Т.У. Nair) 
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2542. AE, 6.5g 


Obv: Nandyararta overstruck on undertype of which 
trunk of elephant and legend part плешча 
can be identified 

Uncertain 

(Courtesy Dr. Akshay Jain) 


2543. AE 


Oby: Lion to right, legend part Ma-ba-ra-thi-sa 

Rev: Tree countermarked with punch containing, 
swastika, nandipada, ўша (and Indradlivjo) 
(Courtesy Rajesh Т.У. Nair) 


2544. AE, 5.38g 


Obv: Single punch combining rinata, nandipada, 
Indradbowja & swastika; parts of railed tree 
Rev: Uncertain traces of undertype 
(Courtesy Bombay Auction 1484) 


2545. AE, 5.10g, 22х21тт 


Obv: "Railed tree & circle & hook! punch; 
Nandyaturtais visible as part of the undertype 

Rev: Round flower punch; undertype indistinct 
(Courtesy Marudhar eant. 83023) 


2546. AE, legend part — varu 


Rev: Crowned device 
(Conrtesy Rajesh Т.У. Nair) 


2547. AE, 1.16g 


= Multi-armed symbol 
Ujjain symbol with leaves in between, legend 
part пича Лача) 

(Courtesy Rajesh T.S. Nair] possibly Marathwada 
attribution) 


АЕ, 1.25g, 11x10mm 


2548. 


оп to right, circle above 
ht-petal flower 


(Conrtesy Marudhar eant. 26881) 


Obv: Bull to left 
Rev: Circle and hook 
(Courtesy Rajesh T.S. Nair) 


Obv: Bull to left (different style) 
Circle and hook 


2551. AE, 0.72g, 10x10mm. 


Obv: Bull to left, circle above, river line below 
Rev: Nandyavarta 


(Courtesy Marudhar e-auct, 1 185293) 


PRE-SATAVAHANA KINGS 
OF KOTALINGALA 
(TELANGANA, C.150-50 BCE) 


The ancient site of Koraliápila along the Godavari 
river bordered on and even formed part of ancient 
southern Vidarbha; today itis situated in Karimnagar 
district of modern Telāngāna. Coin finds from 1978, 
collected by the local villagers, brought to light early 
Satavahana coins of Chhimuka, Satavahana and 
Sitakarni together with pre-Sátavihana coins 
inscribed in the names of Gobhadra, Simigopa 
(Svàmigopa), Kamvaya Siri, Siri Narina and Siri 
Vayasa (PV.Parabrahma Sastry 1978 and 1979; 
PL.Gupta 1978). During the years 1979-1983 
archaeological explorations at the site yielded further 
numismatic material. The most recent publication of 
Kopalińgāla coins was done by Deme Raja Reddy in 
2013. A new ruler named Šri Kalaraviya on a coin 
from the collection of Naresh Chamedia is published 
below. 

‘The characteristic local reverse emblem is the 
Nandyavarta with four double-lined nandipadas around 
the center as it is also seen on certain Vidarbha coin 
types. On most specimens only a part of the design is 
visible, If restored the complete obverse design is as 
follows: a legend with a bull to left facing a railed tree 
below the legend and a row of symbols of which bow 
& arrow is characteristic above the legend. This design 
can be modified but in principle it was shared by all 
local kings. 

Only Gobhadra issued unifaced coins and 
possibly he was the earliest ruler. Most of his coins 
show only his personal name but atleast one published 
specimen has the additional royal title (РУР. Sastry, 
1978: 14, no.7) which he might have assumed at the 
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end of his reign. The royal title Кайо was also used by 
Samigopa, whereas the other rulers of the series made 
only use of the honorific title $r. Samigopa's coins 
have been counterstruck with an Ujjain symbol 
apparently applied by the invading Satavahana kings; 
with the type similarity in view the counterstriking 
might have been done by the king who inscribed his 
coins as Siri Satavahana. The local rulers, who used 
only the honorific title Sri, appear to have followed 
Samigopa until the final termination of the local 
dynasty by the hands of the Satavahanas about 50 ВСЕ 
(for regional Satavahana types see Sátavihana 
chapter). 


Gobadhra 


CATALOGUE 
2552. AE, 3.61g 


Obv: Brahmi legend Go-bba-da-sa, railed tree, hill 
and bull to left below, bow & arrow above 
Rev: Blank 


(PVP Sastry, 1979, p.21, nos.1-3/courtesy 
Vaikunta Chari R.) 


2553. AE, 2.56g 


Obv: Legend (Go)-bha-da-sa, hill and bull to right at 
the bottom 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Vaikunta Chari R.) 


Obv: Legend Go-bha-da-sa, bow & arrow, hill 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


398 Ancient Indian Coins 


2555. AE, 2.46g, 13x13mm 


Obv: Bow & arrow, tree, Ra-Jo Go-bha-da-sa 
Rev: Blank 
(P.V.P.Sastry, 1978, p.14, no.7) 


0000000... 


Samigopa 
CATALOGUE 
2556. AE, 1.53g 


Obv: Legend Ravo Sa-ma-(go-pa-sa), six-armed 
symbol, Indradbraja and bow & arrow on top 
Rev: Nandyararta. 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 94845) 


Obv: Legend Sa-ma-go-(pa), bow & arrow and 
Indradhraja on top 

Rev: Nandyararta 
(Courtesy Міт) Singh) 


Obv: Bull to left facing tree, legend (Rasî) Sa-ma-go- 
Рача above, bow & arrow and Indradharaja on 
top 

Rev: Nandyavarta 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Obr: Legend Sa-ma-go-pa-sa, railed tree and left 
facing bull below, bow & arrow above (Indra- 
dbraja top lefi) 

Rev: Nandjararta 
(Courtesy Hoshedar Ghaswalla) 


2560. LEAD, 13.50g, 26x20mm 


Obv: Legend Sa-ma-go-parsa, bull left faci 
tree at bottom, Indradbraja and swa: 
legend, Ujjain symbol and bow & arrow on 
тор 

Rev: Nandyanarta, c/s by Ujjain symbol 
(ОК Reddy, 2013, fig.2.18) 


Sti Kamvaya 
CATALOGUE 
2561. AE, ca.3.0g 


Obv: Bull left facing railed tree, sun above the bull, 
legend Kam-rå-ya 
swastika on top 

Rev: Nandyarurta 
(РЛАР, Sastry, 1979, pp. 18-19) 


2562. AE, 3.2g 


sa, bow & arrow and 


Obv: Bull to left with sun above, 
part Kanr-rd-ya 

Rev: Nandyavarta 
(Courtesy S.N. Karthik) 

2563, LEAD 
APN 


tree left, legend 


Obv: Bull to right facing railed tree, 


legend 
Kam-vä-ya Si-ri-sa above 
Rev: Nandyavarta 
(DR. Reddy, 2013, fig.2.13) 
-——————0000000............ 


Sti Kama 


CATALOGUE 
2564. AE, 3.04g 


Obv: Legend Siri Kama, railed tree and bull to left 
at the bottom 

Rev: Nandyavarta 
(Courtesy Vaikunta Chari R.) 


— 0000000-— 
Sti Kalaravaya 
CATALOGUE 
2565. AE, 2.86g 


Obv: Bull to left facing railed tree, legend 
(Ka)-la-ra-vi-ya Si-(r-sa), bow & arrow on top 
Rev: Nandyavarta 
(Courtesy Vaikunta Chari R.) 


-—-————-0000000-----—-— 
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Sti Narana 
CATALOGUE 
2566. AE, Sri Narana, 1.42g, 18x14mm 


огр — 
[Es 


Obv: Lion left facing railed tree, Indradbvaja and 
Ujjain symbol above, legend Siri Na-ra-na-sa 
Rev: Nandyararta in square double frame 
(PVP. Sastry, 1979, p.25, no.1) 


2567. LEAD, 6.33g, 21mm 


v: Lion to left facing railed tree, Indradirgia and 
swastika above, legend (Sir Na-ra-na-sa 
Rev: Nandyavarta in square double frame 


(DR Reddy, 2013, fig. 2.10) 
————0000000-—--—.—- 


° 
= 


Mahasenapati Kalataka 


Apart from this coin type this is an otherwise unknown 
ruler from Kofaliógila; he calls himself Kalataka of 
the Sagamana family and he makes use of the title 
Mahasenapati, Typologically the coin is related to the 
Kondapur swastika types which were issued by a local 
dynasty of Mahasenapatis and Mahágramikas. 


CATALOGUE 
2568. AE, 2.30g, 16x12mm 


Obv: Swastika, legend starting at 7° clock Ma-ha-se- 
Ta pa-ti-sa Sa.ga-ma-na Ka-la-ta-ka-sa 

Rev: Railed tree, hill left, wavy line below, swastika 
above the hill, all in square double frame 
(Photo courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, k1l28; 
similar Reddy & Reddy 1983, p.35) 


-------0000000----------- 
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Anonymous Kotaliñgala Type 


CATALOGUE 
2569. POTIN, 1.41g, 12x1lmm 


0 


Obv: Bull, Indradivaja, swastika, bow & arrow 
Rev: Eight-petal flower (lotus) 
(D.Raja Reddy, ND IX, 1985, p41, na. 1) 


2570. AE, 1.35g, 11x10mm 


Obv: Bull (elephant?) to right 
Rev: Flower 
(Courtesy Marudbar e-aucion 298840) 
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SATAVAHANA COINS 


"This chapter presents in short the main Sitavahana 
coin pesin orderto ус ап idea of style and typology 
sccordimy te the different regions of their realm. А 
comprehensive listing of all Satavahana coin types 
anda corpus of its own, so the Sitavahana 
series here is treated only in an exemplary way: Some 
Sitavihana coin types were issued north of the 
Narmada niverin Malwa by Sri Satakarpi and Siri Заң; а 
few have already been listed in the previous chapters 
such as certain die-struck clephant/Ujjain. symbol 
types from western Malwa (678), punchmarked types 
from Vidisa (919) or the anthropomorphic types from 
"Tripuri (893). In other cases certain Sitavahana 
Deccan types have been listed together with certain 
local coins of diverse Deccan dynasties to point out 
typological influences; the local Banavasi coin types of 
Visisthiputra Siri Pulumivi for example are listed with 
otherlocal coin types of that region. 

We do not know the exact number or the exact 
dates of reign of the: апа kings. Ош of more 
than thirty rulers mentioned in the Puranas a few are 
doubled due to synonyms, while others were rather 
members of related dynasties, A number of 
Sitavahana king names from the Puránas are 
corroborated by numismatic or epigraphic evidence. 
Other names are not mentioned in the Purinas and 
their existence is only known through their coins. We 
should be critical of the information available from the 
ancient Purinas, which were composed several 
centuries after the beginning of the Christian era, and 
we should not try to include all of the ‘Andhra rulers 
from those books into the Sátavihana family because 
only some of them might really have belonged to the 
main line. Reasoning should instead be primarily based 
on the coins themselves. As until today huge numbers 
of Sitavihana coins have come to light, it seems 
reasonable to assume that at least the most important 
Sitavihana kings are meanwhile known through their 
coins. And hence there seems to be no need to 
speculate about further kings, just in order to fill the 
gaps which we created ourselves by putting up an 
incoherent chronology. Grounded on doubtful 
interpretations of literary evidence some scholars have 
believed in a very early start of Sitavahana rule at a 
time when Mauryan kings were still in power. This 
view is untenable today and the coins themselves make 
the early Ist century BCE for the foundation of the 
dynasty more probable, Several kings ruled before 
Gautamiputra Sátakarni who was а contemporary of 
the Ksaharáta king Nahapána. With the turning up of 
some overstrikes of the Indo-Parthian king Sases over 
Nahapána, which were firstly described by Cribb 


(1985B: 282-300), the existence of Nahapána and 
Gautamiputra at least as far back as to the middle of 
the Ist century CE has now become a fact. By placing, 
the Indo-Parthians about sixty years earlier than 
commonly accepted Senior (1991:1-12) dates 
Nahapana and with him Gautamiputra even further 
back to the time around the start of the Christian era. 
Cribb (1992:131-145) contested Senior's view by 
referring to numismatic evidence in support of the 
conventional dating of the Indo-Parthians and by 
emphasizing that additional literary evidence of the 
Periplus likewise seems to support Nahapana's 
placement into the mid-third quarter of the Ist 
century CE. With the dating back of Gautamiputra we 
attain a more appropriate space of time from the early 
kings until the reign of Gautamiputra although a 
certain gap remains. 

Several kings followed Gautamiputra as described 
above until with the end of Sri Yajña Sátakarni's reign 
at the end of the 2nd century CE the decline of the 
empire progressed, resulting in its extinction at about 
the early 3rd century CE. $агауйһапа side-branches or 
former province chiefs possibly scized power in some 
fragments of the crumbling empire, whereas other 
parts of the former Sátaváhana realm fell to such 
dynasties as the Iksvákus in eastern Deccan and the 
Abhiras in western Deccan during the first half of the 
3rd century CE, 

Sitavahana coins have been discovered in big 
hoards, frequently associated with the old, bur 
economically still important Mauryan silver 
karsápanas, Ksatrapa drachms and Roman gold and 
silver coins- suggesting a period of intensive largescale 
trade and commercial activities. Archacological 
evidence confirms that Indian trade with Rome and 
the south-eastern world flourished from the Ist 
century BCE to the 2ns/3rd centuries CE. Indian 
spices, precious stones and wild animals were among 
those things that were in great demand by Roman 
merchants. The above mentioned high value 
currencies from outside the Sitavahana realm certainly 
played an important part in the big business and long- 
distance trade of the Sátavihanas. Sátavihana coins 
themselves were mostly of low value, copper, lead and 
potin, an alloy of both. On the basis of provenance, 
metrology and typology already Rapson assigned 
different Sitavahana coin types to certain localities. 
Even if this must not be stressed and many exceptions 
are citable, a number of such correlations exist 
supporting the thesis that the low-value currency of 
the Sitavahanas was local in character and primarily 
used as a medium for local commercial activities. 

Territorial control shifted constantly during the 
dynasty's existence but essentially it ruled over present 
day Maharashtra, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh and 


atcertain times also parts of Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat 
and Karnataka. The majority of scholars now date the 
dynasty from the Ist century BCE to the early 3rd 
century CE, Nevertheless a number of different 
theories on chronology, origin and succession have 
been set up and discussed in diverse journals 
Sitavihana coin catalogues were submitted by 
LKSarma (1980) and Mala Dutta (1990). An 
important publication including contributions by 
various authors on Sátavihana numismatics, 
epigraphy, art and archacology was edited by A.M. 
Shastri (1999). Shailendra Bhandare's thesis (1999) is 
the most recent study of coins of the Sitavahanas and 
their feudatories. Access to the photo plates of that 
work is not generally available, thus I am grateful to the 
author for kindly having shared the photos. The survey 
Of the historical events, particularly the proposed dates 
for the kings, follows essentially that of Bhandare 
derived from an analysis of the numismatic material, 
Valuable insight from the examination of selected coin 
typology from different places like Kojaliigila, 
Peddabankar, Junnar, Prakishe and Nevisi came also 
from the study of Amiteshwar Jha (1999A: 295-311). 
The name Sátavihana, which appears on several 
coin types, has been interpreted differently by scholars: 
some assigned the name to Kumara Sitaviahana of the 
Naneghat label inscription, others regarded 
Satavihana as the founder of the dynasty or believed in 
the existence of several kings bearing the name 
Sitavahana. Amiteshwar Jha had discussed these 
different views (AJha: 1999: 306-307). Bhandare 
regards the name Satavahana as just a title used by Śri 
Sátakarni. If that was true the earliest Sitavihana 
rulers were Chhimuka I (¢.115-100 BCE), according to 
the Purigas founder of the dynasty, his son Sri 
Satakarni whose long reign was perhaps wiekled b 
two successive kings Satakarni l and 1 (¢.100-50 BCI 
Kochhiputra Sri Sitakar 
П (70-30 BCE) and Ki 
the time of Chhimuka I the empire roughly comprised 
the western parts of Vidarbha, Marathwada and the 
Newase-Paithan region. Under Sri Sátakarni territories 
further west, such as the Nasik and Junnar regions, 
were conquered and in the north and northeast 
Prakashe, the Narmada valley and eastern Malwa were 
brought under control; eastern Malwa included such 
important civic centers as Vidisa and Tripuri which 
were temporarily occupied. ‘The eastern and south- 
eastern parts of Vidarbha were also added to Sri 
Sitakarn's ream. Apparently corogents were 
inted by $ Satakarni, particularly Siri Sati in 
er атны Malwa and in parts of Vidarbha, 
Chhimuka II followed as coregent at Kotaliñgala and 
Vidarbha after having subdued Sati Siri; at Nasik and 
Junnar Kanha (Krishna) was appointed as coregent. 
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With Sri Sátakarni's death Malwa territories were 
lost; a short-lived Vedi Siri succeeded Satakarni at 
Junnar, Kochhiputra followed Satakarni at Newase- 
Paithan, Nasik and Prakashe and Chhimuka II 
inherited Vidarbha and Kotalingala, Chhimuka I and 
Kochhiputra were followed by 
uci 


Before the start of Gautamiputra Sátakarpi at 
about 60 CE Sitavahana influence in the Deccan had 
decreased and the single territories went into the h: 
takarni (c:60-84 CI 

Sátavihana predominance in Vidarbha before 
he turned to NW-Maharashtra, where he defeated 
Nahapana and the local Kumaras. Under 
Gautamiputra's successor, Vasisthiputra Siri Puluma 
(85-125 CE), Karnataka and coastal Andhra were 
invaded bringing toan end Kura and 

Visisthiputra Si 
rulers of the name 
Sátakar 
Pulumavi (152-165 
Satakarni (160-165. and Vasisthiputra Vijaya 
Satakarni (165-170 CE). The next king in su 
was Gautamiputra Yajña Š 
influential ruler with the greatest known 
silver drachms in different portrait styles. Kings in 
succession of Yajña were V 
(c200-215 CE), Gautamiputra 
(c:215-225 CE) and Madhariputea Sri Pulumivi, Coin 
finds such as the Chanda and Tarhala hoard contained 
issues of the latest kings Karna Sitakarni and Kumbha 
Sitakarni (с.230-250 CE); the rule 
kings did not extend beyond Vidarbha, 


la rule, 


f these two late 


Western Malwa 


"The characteristi а coins of this region are 
ss depicting an elephant with uplifted trunk 
end around; the reverse has the modified Ujjain 
symbol which is frequently countermarked with a 
square lion punch. "The region was conquered by Sri 
Sitakarni during the Ist century BCE and it was lost 
soon after his death. Coins of Sri Sitakarni and of Sri 
Satiare known, 


Srî Satakarni (c.100-50 BCE) 
Overstrike on Local Ujjain Type 
CATALOGUE 
2571. AE, 7.21g 
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Ob: Elephant to left with uplified trunk, legend 
around (traces of Ujjain symbol of undertype) 
Revi Deity with erested sc & small Ujjain 
symbol overstruck by Sátavahana symbol 
(“lupe modified Ujjain symbol) 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) see alvo coin na678) 


rk 


With Lion Counterm 
CATALOGUE 


2572. AE, 20x17mm 


ith uplifted trunk, la 
part (Ru)io Sii above 

Modified Ujjian symbol counterstruck with 
square lion punch 

(Courtesy Major Gupta) 


Sri Sati (c.50 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 
2573. AE, 6.60g 


Rey 


lephant to left, legend part ба-а 
Modified Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Chetan Wajapurkar) 


hanas in the Маа Eran 
region were local kings who issued square 
punchmarked copper coins. ‘The different punches 
depict symbolic devices ог representations of animals 
but one of them is a legend punch expressing the 
respective king's name. 

The same coin model was continued when Srî 
Satakarni occupied the region but like elsewhere in 
Malwa 
of $ri 

Some anonymous punchmarked coppers among 
the Vidisà- Eran series have an Ujjain symbol with 
attached nandipada notas countermark but as integral 


part of the design, One could regard such coins cither 

a na issues or more probably as 
ana kings- in the latter 
bol would! have been inspired 


азапер 
issues of the local pre 
case the Sátaváha 
by the pre-existing. symbol on the local coins. 


Sri Satakarni (с.100-50 BCE) 


Punchmarked 
CATALOGUE 


2574. AE, 3.11g, 19х17тт 


Obv: Three-arched hill, Ujjain symbol, railed tree, 
river below, legend Rao Siri Satakanisa on top 
Rev: Blank 


(Mitchiner 1976, mo. 1310) 


Obv: 


Rev: Bla 


Sri Sati (c.50 BCE) 
Punchmarked 
CATALOGUE 
2576. AE, 5.09g 


led 


Obv: Elephant, Ujjain-symbol-with-crescent, 
Indradbraja, inverted legend Rasa Sirî Sa-tarsa 
on top, river at the bottom 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 14831) 


0000000. 


Tripuri Lead Types 


"Tripuri on the eastern co 
modern Jabalpur was tc 
nas under Śri 


urses of the Narmadā near 
mporarily occupied by the 
Satakarni. The lead coins follow 
the tradition of the region and the characteristic de ign 
clement is a simplified standing human figure 
appeared on theleadissues of the local pre 
rulers (589-591) and th 
Sitavahana Bodhi 


small lead coins of the post- 
and Sena kings (595-605), 


Sri Satakarni (c.100-50 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 


2577. LEAD, c.3g, 11mm 


Obv: Standing human, thrcc-arched-hill left, railed 
tree right, river line below 

‘Crescented Ujjain symbol, Brahmi legend 

around reading Ra-ño Siri Sä-ta-ka-ni-sa 

(RK Sharma 2011, р.149#1/ courtesy Amet 

Lomate) 


Re 


Sri Sati (c.50 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 
2578. LEAD 


Standing human, three-arched-hill left, Brahmi 
legend around reading Raro Siri Satasa 

Rev: Elephant to right, railed tree above, three- 
arched-hill on right, river below 

(MIGIS, no.1321 / courtesy S.Bhandare, 1999, 


prs) 
Citing King and City 
CATALOGUE 
2579, LEAD, 16.42g 
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Obv: Standing human figure on top left, Ujjain 
symbol in centre, legend Ratio firi Sativa 

Rev: From left to rig) railed tree, river and a 
second hill, legend Трип? at the bottom 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 124868) 


———-——0000000............ 


Anonymous Lead Types 
(Tripuri region?) 
CATALOGUE 
2580. LEAD, 4.15g 


Railed tree, ,crescentedl-Ujjain-symbol! 
River flanked by two threc-arched hills 
(RK Sharma 2011, PLXII,n0.22) 


2581. LEAD, 5.79g, 17x16mm. 


Obv: Lion to right facing railed tree, Indradhraja, 
arastika and Ujjain symbol in a row on top 

Rev: Elephant right, taurine and musika above 
(Mitchiner, 1975-76, по.132: 3) 


Obv: Horse to right, Ujjain symbol above 
Rev: Lion to right, nandipada and swustika on left 
(Courtesy Imperial auction 4#66/ Bork:hedo region) 


--————0000000....------ 


South-Eastern Malwa 


Such coins are typologically close to certain city 
issues of Tripuri (857-858). ‘Typical findspots are in 
the upper Tapi river region. The coins were issued by 
Sti Satakarni and Sri Sati. 
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Sri Satakarni (c.100-50 BCE) 


CATALOGUE 
2583. AE, 13.1g 


йо Siri Sa-ta(ka-ni-sa) 

Rev: Tree rising from hollow cross, mastika inside 
the cross and on the left 
(Courtesy Hoshedar Ghaswalla/ Bhandare 1999, 
ms 


2584. AE-tin, 13.42g 


Obv: Hollow cross on left, elephant to left 
Rev: Swastika, uncertain legend around 
(Courtesy Rajor's auction 781) 


Sri Sati (c.50 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 
2585. AE-tin, 6.20g 


Obv: Three-arched hill, legend Ал-й Siri $ 
Rev: Hollow cross (tree on top) 
(Courtesy Bhushan Караа] Bhandare 1999, unv-9) 


— 0000000... 


Prakashe Types 


Khandesh in north-west Maharashtra is closely linked 
to the coin tradition of Malwa. Particularly Prakashe 
on the banks of the Tapi river is a region which 
surfaced a good number of coins typologically related 
to those from north of the Narmada river. Ancient 
trade routes connected Gujarat with Ujjain and the 


upper northwestern Deccan, Broach with Paithan and 
Nasik with Ujjain via Maheshwar, the ancient 
Mahismati. The characteristic coins of Prakashe are 
square coppers depicting a threc-arched hill frequently 
topped with an Jndradbeaja and an Ujjain symbol on 
reverse. Names which are found on these coins are 
Sitakarni, Sitavahana and Kochhiputra Sitakarni. 


Sri Satakarni (c.100-50 BCE) 


CATALOGUE 


Obv: Indradhraja-on-hill 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with лал рай, legend 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 
22813/ Bhandare 1999, pks-3) 


2587. AE, 2.63g, 14mm 


Obv: Indradiroja-on-hill 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with nandipada 


Sri Satavahana 
CATALOGUE 
2588. AE, 3.93g 


Obv: Hill, river line below 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent, 
Sa-da-va-ha-na-sa 
(Courtesy Rajger't auct. 6811 / rar. Bhandare pks-1) 


Sopara Type 


Sopara, an important ancient trade center north of 
Mumbai, traced its mythological origin to Parasurama 
(S Ráma with an axe). Parasuráma is an avatar of Visnu 


and is depicted as a warrior with a battle-axe, the latter 


a chai 


the na isthiputra. Šri 


Visisthiputra апу! and Vasisthiputra Siva Sri 
Pulumávi are knownall of the same : 


Vasisthiputra Siva Srî Pujuma 
(152-165 СЕ) 


CATALOGUE 
2589. LEAD, 15mm 


arched hill, batle-axe right, legend 
Wario Si-va Siri ahorita 


(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, pr) 
7----0000000.— 


Nasik Types 


On many coins of Nasik an elephant of peculiar shape 
is depicted. The characteristic reverse shows a railed 
tree with broad, unfilled, clongated leaves either alone 
or next to a modified Ujjain symbol placed inside a 
diagonally placed double frame. Another reverse type 
has just the modified Ujjain symbol mostly with 
nandipadasinits corners. 

One of the dominant symbols of the square 
elephant or lion series is a huge swastika which is boldly 
placed above the animal. Nasik coins are se 
copper, lead, potin and diverse other copper alloys 
with frequently a substantial part of arsenic. A 
stylistically different round type shows the elephant 
well proportioned and anatomically correct with a 
modified Ujjain symbol above and an amphora right 
of the animal; the reverse of that type hasa railed tree. 


Sri Satakarni (100-50 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 
2590. AE-arsenical, 13.98g 


in 
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Obv: Elephant to left, Jadraddngja on left, legend 
around, all in square frame 

Rev: Майе tree and Ujjain symbol with nandipada, 
sun at top right, all in square double frame 
(MIGIS 1314 courtesy Гойра аш. 934419) 


2591. AE-arsenical, 10.30g 


Hlephant to lefi, яла above, decorative 
bottom line, legend (Ra-io) Siri Sataka(nisa) 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with attached nandipada left and 
railed tree right, square dotted frame 
tan Rajapurkar] Bhandare nsk-14) 


2592. AE-arscnical, 7.32g 


Obv: Elephant to right, smustika above, legend Ra-ño 
Siri Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 

Rev: Railed tree & Ujjain symbol with nandipada 
(Bhandare 1999, nsk-21/ courtesy Todywalla 
868419) 


lephant to right, smustika above, Indradbnaja 
bottom right, legend Ra-ño (Sii Sa-ta-a-ni-ta) 
Rev: Railed tree & Ujjain symbol with nandipada, 
square double border 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 22813) 
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to right, Indrudbngja above, legend 
Rao Siri Sarta-ka-ni-sa 
Rev: (Modified Ujjain symbol left) and railed tree 
Fight, square frame 
(Courtesy Chetan Rajapurkar) 


2595. AE-arsenical, counterstruck 


Oby: Elephant right, (symbols & legend above), 
iver below 

Rev: Railed tree & Ujjain symbol, sasika 
countermark 
(Courtesy Asad Khan) 


2596. AE, 8.39g, 20x20mm 


Obv: Lion to right, mustika above, legend on right 
e-fa-ka-ni-a, all in dotted square 

Rev: Railed tree & Ujjain symbol, dotted square 
(MIGIS 13135, variety) 


2597. AE, 6.25g 


Obv: Lion standing to left, legend Ra-jo Si-ri Sa-ta- 


ha-ni-sa 
Rev: Railed tree and Ujjain symbol with crescent, 


sun and moon above, square double frame 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 76461) 


2598. AE, 6.30g 


Obv: Lion left, large mutika countermark 
Rev: ‘Traces of railed tree & Ujjain symbol in square 


frame 
(Courtesy Vaikunta Chori R.) 
2599. AE, 3.60g 


Obv: Lion to right, legend Ra-jo Siri Sataka(nisa) 
Rev: Railed tree, inverted Indrudbvaja on left, 
swastika on right 
(Courtesy Hashedar Ghaswalla) 


2600. AE, 5.74g, 16х16тт 


Obv: Bull to right, Indradbeaja above, legend Sata: 
Ja-ti-ta on top 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, nandipadas in quadrants 
(Bhandare 1999, nsk-1 18) 


2601. AE, 2.15g, 14mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, (Ujjain symbol and vase 
above, legend of Satakarni in the front) 
Rev: Elaborate Ujjain symbol depicted like an 
ancient Chaupar game-board 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh] Bhandare nsk-49) 


2602. AE, 12g 


Obv: Elephant to left, йаза flank 
swastikas on top 


Rev: Modifed Ujjain symbol, legend part Sår Sa- 


(Courtesy Todymalla auction 93#23/ Bhandare 
1999, nsk-53) 


2603, POTIN, 3.2g, 22mm 


ed by two 


Obv: Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol with crescent 


above, amphora on right, legend Siri Sa-ta-ka- 
nisa 


Rev: Railed tree in round circle 
(Bhandare 1999, nsk-59/ courtesy Amet Lomate) 


Sti Satavahana 
CATALOGUE 
2604. AE, 10.65g, 28mm, counterstruck 


Obv: Elephant right, Ujjain symbol above, legend 
Ra-tto Si-ri Sa-ta-va-ha-na-sa, counterstruck with 
square Ujjain symbol punch 

Rev: Railed tree in double circular border 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sabadey/ Bhandare nsk-55) 

Kochhiputra (60-50 BCE) 

CATALOGUE 


2605. AE, 7.0g 
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Obv: Elephant to right, vase and Ujjain symbol 


above, legend (Rae) Ko-chi-pu-ta-sa Siri Sa-fa- 
Rev: Railed tree 


(Bhandare 1999 nsk-44 courtesy Chetan 
Rajapurkar) 


Gautamiputra Satakarni (c.60-84 CE) 
CATALOGUE 
2606. AE, 2.7g 


Obv: Elephant to right, vase above, 
Go-ta-micpucta-sa Si-ri- Sa-ta-ka-(ni-sa) 
Rev: Ujjain symbol in circle 
(Courtesy Hoshedar Ghaswalla) 


Anonymous 
CATALOGUE 
2607. LEAD, 2.44g 


Obv: Bull to right, mutika above, dotted frame 
Rev: Railed tree, Ujjain symbol, river line 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


---0000000-- 


Newase-Paithan Types 


Newase-Paithan is situated in modern Ahmednagar 
district. Excavations undertaken at the site during the 
1950ics until 1961 confirmed that the majority of the 
regional coin types are characterized by a railed tree 
depicted on reverse (A.M. Shastri, 1999: 225.240). 
The bull and elephant coins of this region, among 
them some large and heavy lead types, were 
from the time of Chhimuka 1 (c.115-100 BC 
Gautamiputra Satakarni (c.60-84 CE). The bull plays a 
prominent part on the coins of this region, though 
elephant, lion, Gajalaksmi and six-arched hill arc also 
seen. Sometimes bull and lion are presented in a 
peculiar forward jumping movement. The hill/railed 
tree type was struck on small square copper pieces with 
the issuer's legend around the hill symbol. Though the 
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characteristic reverse device of the region remains a 
railed tree, several types have the modified Ujjan 
symbol as reverse emblem. 


Šri Chhimuka I (c.115-100 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 
2608. AE, 2.5g 


Obv: Six-arched hill, legend Ка-йо Sinî Chi-mu-ka Sa- 
Je (ra-ha-na-sa) 

Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


. AE-arsenical, 5.0g 


Кайо Vasithipu(tasa Siri Chhimukasa) 

Rev: Railed tree, írbatsa and mandipada on right 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 13#12/ 
Bhandare nws-1) 


2610, AE-arsenical, 4.99g 


Obv: Same but legend part Siri Chhimuka visible 
Rev: Railed tree flanked by symbols 
(Courtesy Todynalla auction 858188) 


Sri Satakarni (с.100-50 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 
2611. LEAD, 22.10g 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi, legend Ra-tio Siri а-а-а 
(ni-sa) 

Rev: Кайс tree, taurines above, fish around 
(Mitchiner-51-1#139/ courtesy Chetan Rajapurkar 


2612. LEAD, c.20.0g 


Obv: Bull jumping right, legend Siri Sa-ta-kani-sa 
Rev: Four-crescent-symbol in square surrounded by 
alternating arrow-heads and taurines 
(Godbole, Spink's N.C. 100, p.150/ 
courtesy Todymalla auction 2584) 


2613. LEAD, 17.21g 


Obv: Bull right, Indradbngja on right, legend Raî Si- 
ri Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 

Rev: Railed tree, frinatsa and swastika left, taurines 
on to 
(Courtesy Hoshedar Ghaswalla/ Bhandare nws-45) 


2614. LEAD, 10.56g 


Obv: Lion jumping right in square frame, legend Ra- 
ño Siri Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 

Railed tree with inverted #andipada and 

Indradbnaja on left, another Indradhraja on right 

(Courtesy Gautam Jantakal/ Bhandare mrs-71) 


2615. LEAD, 3.80g 


"rontally seated lion, legend around 
Railed tree, Ujjain symbol, лиш а 
(Courtesy Rajgors auction 88817) 

2616. AE 


Obv: Elephant right, mulii-hooded cobra, swastika 
and circular symbol above; legend on top. 
Rev: Modified Ujjain symbol 


(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


Obv: Bull right in square frame, legend above 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 22413) 


2618. POTIN, 6-7g, 20x18mm_ 


Obv: Bull right, legend Ra-jo Siri Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 
Rev: Railed tree in square frame flanked by 
Indradbvajas and swastikas 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate/ Bhandare 1999 nws43) 


2619. AE, 6.21g, overstruck 


Obv: Bull right with legend Safakanisa above, (chakra 
and legend of Satakarni's undertype visible) 

Rev: Railed tree (Ujjain symbol of underbype visible) 
Overstruck on a chakra type of Satakarni 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 6820) 
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2620. AE, 2.62g 


Obv: Bull right, legend Кайо Siri Sa-te-(Ea-ni-ta) 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Kobinoor auction 54476) 


2621. AE, expected weight c.7g 


Obv: 


lodificd Ujjian symbol, legend Rava Si-ri Sa 
(ta-ka-ni-sa) 

Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma/Bhandare 1999, nns-57) 


2622. AE, 0.61g, 9x9mm_ 


Rev: Railed tree 


2623. AE, 1.61g, 12mm 


ix-arched hill 
Rev: Railed tree 


Sri Satavahana 
CATALOGUE 
2624. LEAD, 21.06 
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(bv: Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol above, 
Тиби оци right, legend Rao Siri Satavabanasa 
Rev: Railed tree, rirafta, Indradbroja, naudipada and 
other symbols around 
(Courtesy Chetan Rajapurkar] Bhandare 1999 
тҥєЇЗ) 


2625. LEAD, 16.49, 24mm 


Obv: Bull to right, three-arched hill above, legend 
Sa-ta-ra-ba-na-sa 
Obv: Railed tree with Indradbnaja right and swastika 
and ¿mula left; river below 
(Courtesy Ameet Lamate/ Bhandare, 1999, nwr-39) 


2626. AE, 5.65g 


t, legend Кайо Siri Sa-ta-va-ba-na-sa 
symbol with attached crescent 
(Courtesy Hosbedar Сапта) 


Srî Sati (c.80-60 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 
2627. AE, 13g, 20mm 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Raî 
symbol on top 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent, mastika and 
square symbol in its corners 


(Courtesy Амен! Lomate) 


Kochhiputra (c.60-40 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Bull right, legend (Кайо Ko)ebipntasa (Siri 
Satakanisa) 

Rev: Railed tree 
(A.M Shastri 1999, vol. П, р. ХУП, 37/ 
courtesy Kobinoor auction 4826) 


Kocchiputra on local Saurashtra coin 


CATALOGUE 
2629. AE 


Obv: Kochchiputra's bull type overstruck on local 
Saurashtra coin 

Rev: Railed tree (parts of double sasika type of 
Saurashtra undertype visible) 
(Courtesy Bushan Kapadia) 


Kosikiputra (c.30-20 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 
2630. LEAD, 30-20 BCE, 831g 


> 


Obv: Elephant right, Indradbraja and hill above, 

legend (Ko-si)-ki-pu-ta-sa Si-ri Sa-ta-(ka-ni-sa) 

Rev: Ujj i 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 38824) 


2631. POTIN, 5.46g, 20xldmm 


Obv: Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol with crescent 
above, legend part Ko-si-ki-(pu-ta-sa) 

Rev: Railed tree, circular border 
(P.D.Chumbk, ND, wh.15, p46, nos.1-2) 


2632. AE, 4.3g 


Obv: Elephant right, Ujjain symbol above, legend 
Ratio Ko(sikiputasa Siri) Satakanita 
Rev: Railed tree, circular border 
(Courtesy Kamal Vaid) 
Gautamiputra Satakarni (с.60-84 CE) 
CATALOGUE 


2633. AE 


oS 


Obv: Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol above, legend 
(Ratio) Gotami (pulasa Siri Satakanisa) 

Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Todymalla auction 99, БІЛІ, 901) 


Unattributable Issues 
CATALOGUE 
2634. POTIN, 4.3g 


Obv: Bull to right, Ujjain symbol on its back, legend 
parts on top 

Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Kamal Vaid) 


2635. POTIN, 9.0g, 19mm 
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Ом: Elephant right, Ujjain symbol (and legend) 
Rev: Railed tree 


Obv: Elephant left, mastika above 
Rev: Railcd tree 
(Courtesy Ате! Lomate) 


2637. AE, 1.88g, 12mm 


Obv: 


Elephant right, даа right 


Rev: Railed trec, /rina/ta right 
2638. AE, 1.63g, 12x12mm 


29 


Obv: Elephant right 
Rev: Railcd tree 


Obv: Elephant right, taurine and mastika above 
Rev: Railed tree 


2640. LEAD. 5.35g 


Obv: Lion jumping to right, square frame 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Rajgor's auction 7817) 
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2641. LEAD, 4.84g, 15x14mm 


Lion jumping to right, square frame 
= Ujjain symbol in square frame 
(Courtesy Tadywalla auction 36825) 


-0000000-. 


Junnar Types 


‘The lion is the most prominent coin device of the 
Junnar region, be it seated, standing or frontally facing; 
the latter is an exception and occurs only on a small 
copper type. The lion is sometimes placed above a hill 
and the most impressive specimen of this type is a 
heavy lead coin of 46.30g weight from the personal 
collection of Amit Udeshi. Other Junnar coins have an 
Abbiseka-Laksmi depiction or a multi-symbol 
arrangement with йай as the central element. One 
of the most famous Junnar types was issued in the 
names of Sri Satakarni & Naganika. The Ujjain symbol 
оп the reverse of many Junnar coins is enclosed in a 
square frame. In the 2nd part of the Ist century CE the 
Ksaharita king Nahapána advanced from the north 
and occupied Nasik, Newase-Paithan and about 70 CE 
Junnar. The coin sequence shows that after the defeat 
of Nahapána by Gautamiputra Sátakarni in 78 CE the 
Kumara king Isimula continued the rule over the 
Junnar region but that at latest under Vasisthiputra Sri 
Pulumávi control over Junnar had returned to the 
Satavahanas, 


Chhimuka I (c.115-100 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 
2642. AE-arsenical 


Obv: Lion to left, three-arched hill below, railed 
ploughshare-standard on left, Brihmi legend 
part Chi-mu-ka-sa 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, mandipadas in angles 
(Courtesy Chetan Rajapurkar) 


Sri Satakarni, 100-50ВСЕ 


CATALOGUE 
2643, AE-arsenical, 5.44g 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi with seated deity watered by 
elephants, legend Ra-jo Siri Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 
Ujjain symbol in square, swastikas in orbs 
(MSI-1, no.140/ courtesy Todywalla auction 10188) 


2644. AE-arsenical, 7.0g 


Obv: Same but overstruck on another Satakarni type 
Rev: Ujjain symbol in square with swastikas in orbs 
(river, chakra and legend Кайо Siri Satakanisa 
of undertype visible) 
(See under Newase-Paithan where Satakarni 
overstruck a large chakra type by bis bull type) 
(Courtesy Chetan Rajapurkar) 


Obv: 


elephant tight and bull with 
Indradbraja above left, legend part on top 
Parts of Ujjain symbol in square 

(Courtesy Chetan Rajapurkar) 


2646. AE-arsenical, 10.60g, 20mm 


Obv: Lion seated to left, swastika and [ndradbraja on 
left, Bibî legend Ratio Siri бала етан. 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with swastikas in its orbs and 
taurines in its angles 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare, 1999, jnr-3) 


2647. AE-arsenical 


ate 


Obv: Same but lion seated to right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with swasti 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


2648. LEAD, 46.30g 


ion-on-hill, small symbols around 

{лїп symbol in square frame 

The lion-on-bill is a characteristic Junnar region coin 
device. This is the heaviest known specimen. 
(Courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


2649. AE, ca.3.0g 


Obv: Lion-on-hill to right, sun above, standard and 
swastika on right 

Rev: Ujjain symbol in decorated square frame 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


2650. AE 


Obv: Elephant to right, mastika left, nandipada right, 
legend Siri Sa-ta-ka-ni-(sa) 
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Rev: Ujjain symbol and seated lion in decorated 
square frame 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


2651. AE-arsenical 


Obv: Lion left with hill and river line below; 
ploughshare-standard left with Indradbraja 
below; Brahmi legend Ка-йо Si-ri So-ta-ka- 
(піла) 

Rev: Modified Ujjain symbol, mandipada in angles 
(MSI-1, na 114 /conrtesy Girish Sharma) 


2652. AE, 0.92g 


Ob: Lion to right, Indradbnaja above, legend around 
reading Ra-jo Siri Sa-ta-Ea-ni-ta. 

Rev: Ujjain symbol in square frame 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 1853) 


Sri Satavahana 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Same but legend К-до Ут Sa-ta-ra-ba-na-sa 
Rev: Modified Ujjain symbol, nandipada in angles 
(MST-1, no.112/ courtesy Todynulla auction 501142) 


2654, AE-arscnical, 1.33g, 12mm 


Sw 


v: Same type, no legend visible 
Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate) 
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ing lion, legend (Sarda)-va-ha-na-sa 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Todyralla auction 858213) 


Srî Satakarni & Naganika 
CATALOGUE 
2656. AE-arsenical 


Obv: Legend Na-ge-ni-ka-ya in rectangle, mastika 
and horse left, legend Ra-io Siri Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 

Rev: Ujjain symbol in square, swastikas in orbs 
(MST-1, no.141 courtesy Amet Lomate) 


Krishna (Kanha) (c.90-80 BCE) 


Krishna, whose name is written Kanbasa on his rare 
coins, had possibly been governor of the Satavahana 
king Sri Satakarni in the Nasik and Junnar region 
(Bhandare 1999: 214). This would result in his dating at 
about 90-80 BCE. In inscriptions at Nasik he is 
mentioned without royal title though on some of his 
coinsitis used. 


CATALOGUE 
2657. AE, 3.10g, 15x15mm_ 


Obv: Elephant to right, river below, Brühmi legend 
Ka-nha-sa, swastika and srivatsa before the 
legend and another swastika after it 

Rev: Lion left, small swastikas below, legend Ka-nba- 
sa on top, small and large swastika on right 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate] Bhandare 1999, jur-1) 


Obv: Similar, railed Indradbogja on left 
Rev: Lion to left, legend Ka-nba-sa above 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 88#26) 


2659. AE, 3.82g 


Obv: Bull to right, swastika on left, upside-down, 
legend (Ka)-nha-sa on top 

Rev: Six-arched hill 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 8: 58191) 


2660. AE, 6.55g 


z 


Obv: Nandipada-on-hill, taurine on right, legend 
(Ra)-tio Ka-nha-sa on left 

Rev: Railed tree, double border with fish inside 
(Courtesy Chetan Rajapurkar) 


Obv: As previous, legend part Ravio Ka-nha- 
Rev: Railed tree, double border with fish 
(Courtesy Yogeshwar Puri) 


Gotamiputra Siva Šri Satakarni 
(c.30-60 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2662. LEAD, 8.05g, 21mm 


Obv: Lion to left, legend Кайо Go-ta-mi-pu-ta-sa Si-va 
ri Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 


Rev: Railed tree and Ujjain symbol with cre 
(PD.Chumble, 1996, p.68) ed 


2663. AE-arsenical 


4; 
"жуы 
+ Lion left with hill and river line below; railed 
ploughshare-standard left with Indradbvaja 
below; Brahmi legend Ra-jo Si-ta Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 
Rev: Modified Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sabadev] Bhandare jnr-34) 


Ob: 


Vasisthiputra Siri Pulumavi 
(c.85-125 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2664. AE-arsenical, 0.76g 


Obv: Lion-above-hill to left, legend Pulumavisa- 
Rev: Modified Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


Anonymous issues 
CATALOGUE 
2665. AE-arsenical, 3.62g 


Obv: Srivatsa, hill right, railed tree left, swastika and 
six-armed symbol on top, river at bottom 

Rev: Ujjain symbol in square dotted border 
(Bhandare 1999, jnr-12/ courtesy Oswal auction 
55#7) 


2666. AE 
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Obv: Lion to right, sun below, nandipada above, 
Indradbvaja on right, square frame 

Rev: Srivatsa in center, square double frame with 
alternating swastikas and taurines inside 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


2667. AE, 3.26g 


Obv: Three-arched hill, trec on top, legend part at 
bottom @) 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, swastikas in corners 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 30883) 


2668. AE 


Obv: Six-arched hill, tree on top 
Rev: Ujjain symbol in square border 
(Courtesy Adt.Shailesh P. Jain) 


———0000000.—. 
Karhad Types 


Coins of the Kumaras and other local chiefs of the 
Karhad region, north of Kolhapur, have been 
catalogued in one of the previous chapters, Wai, 
Shirwal and Wategaon are important centers of the 
region. The issue of Sátavihana coins at Karhad 
started during the late years of Gautamiputra 
Sitakarni and was continued by his successors: these 
coins depict an elephant with lifted trunk on obverse 
anda simple, crescented Ujjain symbol on rev 


Gautamiputra Satakarni (c.60-84 CE) 
CATALOGUE 
2669. LEAD, 2.80g, 14mm 


420 Ancient Indian Coins 


lephant to right, legend Кайо Соати 
т Ujjain symbol, dots between 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, krd-73) 


Vasigthiputra Siri Pulumavi 
(c.85-125 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2670. LEAD, 16.50g, 31mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, legend Rasio ачри 


за Siri Pile ma-tita 
Rev. Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, krd-75) 


Vasisthiputra Siva Šri PuJumavi 
(152-165 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2671, LEAD, 9.32g 


Obv: Elephant right, legend Ravio Va-s-thi:pucta-sa 
ва Sirî Pil.ma tita. 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent 


(Courtesy Kohinoor auction 48833) 


Gautamiputra Yajfia Satakarni 
(c.170-200CE) 
CATALOGUE 
2672. LEAD, 4.71g, 18mm 
Obv: Elephant to right, legend Sirî Yajna Sataka- 


Rev: Ujjain symbol with dot in each orb 
(Courtesy Amet Lomate) 


----0000000-—-------- 


Vidarbha Types 


Overstrikes prove that the Sitavahanas followed the 
local Bhadra and Mitra kings in Vidarbha during the 
reign of SriSatakarni ia the first part of the Ist century 
BCE. The double-orbed 'Ujjain symbol' on the reverse 
of the Vidarbha elephant types is the characteristic 
Jocal version with concentric orbs and a dotted center 
and additional symbols such as nandipadas or swastikas 
in the quadrants. The obverse of the elephant coins 
bears an elephant to right frequently with an oversized 
Indradingja-in-railing at the back of the animal flanked 
by taurines or nandipadas. The Brahmi legend with the 
ruler's name is placed on top of the obverse or around 
the Ujjain symbol on reverse. Other Vidarbha elephant 
types have a railed tree with associated symbols on 
reverse. A characteristic of the tree on coins of 
Vidarbhais the crescent-shaped structure of its leaves. 

Following local types of Süryamitra and Subena 
some Sitavahana clephant specimens of Vidarbha 
have a reverse depiction consisting of a large chakra 
above a bull with a river symbol below and а kukuta- 
divaja (cock-on-railing) on the right. А lion type of 
Vidarbha depicts the animal facing a railed tree on 
obverse and an Ujjain symbol with legend around on 
reverse. 

Specific Sátavihana types of Vidarbha, unknown 
for other regions of their empire, are the small portrait 
lead coins, the sun & crescent type and the large taurine 
type, the latter being continued from anepigraphic 
local pre-Satavahana coins. The Sàtavihanas appear to 
have lost control over Vidarbha during the first part of 
the Ist century CE but regained it already under 
Gautamiputra Sátakarni. 


Sri Satakarni (c.100-50 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 
2673. LEAD, 16.14g 


phant to right, Indradbraja above 

Ujjain symbol with crescent, legend Ra-jo Ji 
Sa-tarkarni-sa 

(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 30#82/ 
Bhandare 1999, ndb-58 but copper and 5.9g weight) 


2674, LEAD, 7.75g 


phant to right, Indradhraja and ¿uta 
above, tree on right G), 
vi. Large taurine, Ujjain symbol on let, иы on 


ight, айий below, legend parts of Siri 
Sa-taska-ni-sa on top 


(Courtesy Classical Numismatic С „айту 30#77/ 
Bhandare 1999, арб. 5) 


2675. AE, 15.40g, 32x24mm 


double bottom line 


Obv: Elephant to right, ягшы above, river line 
below da and railed tree with crescent- 
shaped Vidarbha styled leaves on right 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, legend part Хаа анла) 
(Courtesy Chetan Rajapurkar) 


2676. AE, 12.40g 


phant right, river line below, Indradhraja on 
left, nandyararta above 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with какаа, legend Raio Siri 
Заа атла 
(Courtesy Hoshedar Ghaswalla) 


2677. AE, 6.58g, 25xIBmm 


lephant to right, Ujjain symbol with 
Nandipada above, swastika on lett, legend on 
right reading (Кайо) Siri Satakanisa 
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Rev: Bull prancing to the right, chakra above 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke/ Bhandare-vdlb 37-38) 


2678. AE, 7.13g 


lephant right, Ujjain symbol above, mutita 
left, legend on right (Ratio Sin Sata)kaniza 
Rev: Ball to the right, chakra above 
(continued from Suryamitra's and Subena's 
reverse type) 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 204449) 


2679. AE 


Obv: Elephant to right, legend Race Siri Saa 


ni-sa, Ujjain symbol on top 


Rev: Railed tree with crescent-shaped leaves, «ix 
armed symbol on right 
(Courtesy Chet 


2680. AE, 6.21g 


ajapurkar) 


a à 
Rev: Raid tree with crescent-shaped leaves 
(Courtesy Todywslla auction NIHON?) 


2681. AE, 5.75 
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e but Ujjain symbol on top left 

Railed tree with crescent-shaped leaves, river at 
bottom 

(Courtesy Todyralla auction 94849) 


2682. 


Obv: Elephant to right, Ujjain symbol on right, large 
swastika and small taurines above, legend Siri 
Satakani(sa) on top 

Rev: Railed tree flanked by small symbols, river 
below 
(Courtesy Hoshedar Ghaswalla) 


2683. 


UPS эшш: 

: Elephant right with taurine in front, railed tree. 
оп right, river at bottom 

Rev: Ujjain symbol, six-armed symbol, legend 
(Ravio Siri) Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 18837) 


2684, AE, 2.95g, 15mm 


Ob 


z 


Obv: Lion right, swastika and hill on right, legend 
part Ra-tio Si-ri Sa-ta- 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with attached crescent 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate) 


Sri Satakarni overstrikes 


Overstrikes of Satakarni over Sri Sitavahana, over 
Süryamitra and over Dharmabhadra are known. For 
further overstrikes refer to the inscribed coins of the 
local rulers of Vidarbha in chapter 8. 


CATALOGUE 
2685. AE, 3.03g, 20x16mm, on Dharmabhadra 


Elephant right, Ujjain symbol above, legend 
Кайо Siri Satakaniza 

Rev: Railed tree struck over undertype of 
Dharmabhadra (legend part Dhamabba-) 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2686. AE, 4.57g, 20x19mm, on Satavahana 


Obv: Elephant to right, large 
symbol above, legend Кайо Siri Satakanisa (or 
Satara) overstruck on the legend of Siri 
Sadavahanasa 

Rev: Кайе tree with crescent-shaped leaves 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2687. AE, 3.68 


phant to right, doublestruck legend Siri 

Sadakanisa (and possibly overstruck on 
Sadavahana type) 

Rev: Doublestruck Ujjain symbol with mandipada 
(The 'da' character makes an interesting spelling 
nariety of Satakarni's name-perhaps an early form 
Jollowing the Sadavahana inscribed issues) 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 


2688. AE, 7.84g 


Obv: Elephant to right, legend Sadakanisa on top, at 
the bottom legend part Кайо Sadaraba- as part 
of the overstruck undertype 


Rev: Ujjain symbol with nandipada 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 214434) 


Sri Satavahana 
CATALOGUE 
2689. AE, 4.18g, 20xI8mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, Indradjroja above, river 
below, swastika, Srivatsa and railed tree on right, 
legend (Ra-jo) Siri Sa-da-ra-ha-na-(ra) 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with an attached nandipada, 
swastikas and srivatsas between its orbs 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate] Bhandare 1 999, vdb-42) 


2690. AE, 1.87g, 12x11mm 


Obv: Similar but nandipada-on-chequered railing 
above the elephant 

ате modified Ujjain symbol 

(Courtesy Ameet Lomate) 


Obv: Elephant right, legend Siri Sa-da-rashna 
Rev; Ujjain symbol with nandipada 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 21819) 


2692. AE 


ix ЕТ 
уж i 
x 

ENTE. 


Obv: Elephant to left, nandipada, swastika and 
Ujjain symbol with attached nandipada above, 
legend on top reading (Raine Siri 
Sadava(banasa) 
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Rev: Қайса tree, hill left, six-armed symbol right 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate] Bhandare 1999, rdb-66) 


2693. AE, 3.0g 


Large taurine, Ujjain symbol, legend Ra-ño Siri 
Sa-dacrachana'sa 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Todywalla auc. 858211/ Bhandare 
10-86) 
Sri Chhimuka II (c.70-30 ВСЕ) 
CATALOGUE 


2694. AE, 2.48g, 14x14mm 


Obv: Large taurine, railed tree on left, Ujjain symbol 
on right, (elephant at bottom), legend Качйо Si 
ri Si-mu(a-ta) 

Rev: River, traces of undertype 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


2695. AE, 4.50g, 17x15mm 
ga 
Obv: Elephant to right, railed Гилана above, 


legend (Ra)-ño Siri Chicmu-ka-(sa) 
Rev: Modified Ujjain symbol 
(Bhandare 1999, wib-49) 


Sri Sati (c.80-60 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Lion to right, #йшла in front, railed tree on 
right with crescent-shaped leaves 
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Rev: Ujjain symbol, legend Ra-vio Siri Savti-sa 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma Bhandare 1999, rdb-77) 


2697. AE, 12.40g 


Obv: Lion to right, rufa in front, railed tree on 
right with crescent-shaped leaves 


ion right, mustika on right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with nandipada, six-armed 
symbol, Indradbraja and hill around 


2699. AE, 3.39g, 18x17mm 


Obv: Elephant walking to right, tree, large swastika 
right, small алаўдай left, legend part Satasa 

Rev: Railed tree, horizontally placed Indradbraja 
(Courtesy A. Ramteke, ex Paani) 


2700. AE, 3.57g 


Obv: Elephant right, at the bottom two large 
swastikas with small nandipada between, 
(legend on right) 

Rev: Railed tree and horizontally placed Indradbvaja 
on top, river at the bottom 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


2701. AE, 3.83g, 19x17mm 


Obv: Large countermark (containing two large 
swastikas with small nandipada between and 
legend part Sati) on undlertype which shows 
legend part Siri Sa- 

Rev: River, rest indistinct 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke, ex Paoni) 


Kosikiputra (c.30-20 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 
2702. AE, 3.91g 


Elephant right, railed Indradbraja, swastika and 
irivatsa above; legend Rao Ko-si-ki, 
Ujjain symbol, swastikas and érivatsa around 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 218134) 


Gautamiputra Satakarni (c.60-84 CE) 
CATALOGUE 
2703. LEAD, Gautamiputra, 0.90g 


Rev: Six-arched hill and Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Hosbedar Ghaswalla/ Bhandare 1999, 
1d)-1 16 / such coins hail from Adam near Nagpur] 


Vasisthiputra Šri Pulumavi (c.85-125 CE) 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Sun (& crescent), legend Pu-lu-macvi-sa 
Rev: Ujjain symbol in rectangular frame 
(Sarma, Num. Studies 3, pp4345) 


2705. BILLON, c.3g 


Obv: Sun & crescent, Brahmi legend starting at 4° 
Ra-ño Va-si-lbi-pu-ta-sa Siri Puslu-ma-vicsa 
Ujjain symbol in rectangular frame 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare, 1999, rdb-112) 
Vásisthiputra $ri Khada Satakarni 
(c.160-165 CE) 
CATALOGUE 


2706. LEAD, 1.48g, 14mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, legend around starting at 
11? Ra-ño Va-ri-thi-pu-ta-ta Siri Kha-da Sa-ta- 
ka-ni-sa 

Rev: Six-arched hill, Ujjain symbol, river line at the 
bottom, taurine and sun at top 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke, from Paoni/ 
Bhandare 1999, vdb-117) 


Gautamiputra Sri Yajfia Satakarni 
(c.170-200 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2707. LEAD, 0.5g 


Obv: Elephant to right, legend parts 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent left, six-arched hill 
right, river below, dotted border 
(Courtesy Hoshedar Ghaswalla) 
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2708. LEAD, 1.33g 


-phant right, legend Siri Yana Salakanisa 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent, hill, river line, 
dotted border 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


Uncertain issuers 
CATALOGUE 
2709. AE, 0.57g, 9X9mm 


Obv: Elephant right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


2710. АЕ 1.90g, Птт 


Obv: Elephant right, mastika above 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


2711. 


Kotalingala Types 


Koraliágila is situated at the confluence of Pedda 
and Godavari about 65km from 
Excavations suggest the site once to have Бес 
economical and political importance. The local coins 
resemble the local Vidarbha elephant types with 
associated symbols; however, the reverse emblem of 
the Sitavahana coins from Kotalirigila, if completely 
depicted on a coin, would show a composition of four 
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in the 


double-osbed Ujjain symbols with swastik 
comer. Early Satavahana coins from Koțalińgāla are 
insenbed in the names of Chhimuka, Sátavihana and 
Sitakarnp. Initially they copy the local Nandan 

reverse emblem, later they use the multiple 
symbol. Therefore coins with the Малавата reverse 
emblem inscribed in the name Sitavahana are 
olveiously earlier than those with a multiple Ujjain 
reverse symbol inscribed in the name of Chhimuka; 
the latter thus has to be taken asa later namesake of the 
earlier Chhimuka I. This is supported by stratigraphic 
evidence at the site (ILK Sarma 1999: 343-344). 


Satavahana 


CATALOGUE 
2712. AE, 1.46g, 16х16тт 


Obv: Brihmi legend Siri Sa-la-va-ha-(na-sa), wee (and 
bull) at the bottom, Ujjain symbol (between 
Indradbvaja and swastika) on top 

Rev: Nandjararta 
(Courtesy Horhedar Ghaswalla/ Sastry ND I- 
TEM) 


2713. AE, 2.0g, 14x14mm 


= Elephant left, river below; hill on right, 
Brihmi legend Sa-ta-a-(ha-na-sa) 
Rev; Ujjain symbol, concentric orbs, mastikas in 
quadrants 
(P.aury, 1978, ND Il, pt.I:19, m3) 


2714. AE, 1.54g 


Obv: Elephant to left, river below, legend а-а-а. 
harna-(sa), (tree on left, hill on right) 
¥ Ujjain symbol with crescent, mustikas around 
(Courtesy Vaikunta Chari R.) 


2715. AE, 1.63g 


Obv: Elephant to left, Indradbngja above, river below, 
legend parts on top, hill on right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol, mastikas around 


(Courtesy Vaikunta Chari R.) 
Chhimuka II (70-60 BCE) 


CATALOGUE 
2716. AE, 2.0g 


ri Chi-mucka Sactacta-(ha-na-sa) 
Rev: Multiple Ujjain symbols, snustikas between 
(Courtesy Kohinoor auction 5#75/ Sastry ND. 


2717. AE, 1.78g 


lephant to left, srivutsa above, legend Chimu 
ka Sasta-(rahansa), Ujjain symbol top left 

Rev: Ujjain symbols, mustikar between 
(Courtesy Vaikunta Chari R.) 


2718. AE, 1.52g 


Hlephant to left, hatta above, river below, 
legend Chi-mu-ka Sa-tacra-(ha-na-sa), (tree on 
left) 

Multiple Ujjain symbols, mustikas in between 
(Courtesy Vaikunta Chari К.) 


Gotamiputra Siri Satakarni (60-84 CE) 
CATALOGUE 


2719. AE, 1.0g, 11mm (Peddabañikūr type) 

Obv: Elephant left, frinata above, legend part Go 

Rev: Multiple Ujjain symbols, mustikas in between 
(SSIC, vol. ТУ, pp. 89-92, errouneoushy read as 


Samigopa/ A.M.Shastri: 1999, pl XIII, 8-13, 
correctly attributed to Gotamiputra) 


0000000... 


Kondapur Types 


Kondapur is situated in greater Hyderabad region of 
modern Telangana state. The earliest Sitavahana coins 
from Kondapur may be dated to the middle of the 1st 
century BCE and followed local lion lead type 
Maharathi coins (see chapter 7). Such Kondapur 
region Sātavahana copper and lead coins of 
lion/Ujjain symbol and lion/swastika type were first 
published by K.K Maheshwari (1977, pl. II, 2-4). The 
swastika had been a popular motif in the region, used 
by the Sátavabanas and in the Ist century CE also by 
Mahasenpati and Mahagramika rulers of Kondapur. 


Šri Satakarni (c.100-50 BCE) 
CATALOGUE 
2720. LEAD, 7.68g, 25x19mm 


Obv: Lion right, Brahmi Rasio Si-ri Sa-ta-ka-(nisa) 
Rev: Swastika in square double frame 
(Courtesy S. Bhandare 1999, knp-22) 


Gautamiputra Satakarni (c.60-84 CE) 
CATALOGUE 
2721. LEAD, 9.58g 
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Ob 


v: Elephant to right, legend (Raî) Go-a-mi-pucta- 
sa Si-ri Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent 

(Rama Rao 32, ПКМУ A032/1-25) 


Obv: Three-arched hill, river below, legend 
Кайо Siri Sa-t 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent 
(Courtesy S. Bhandare 1999, knp-28) 


Obv: Uncertain legend around three-arched hill 
Rev: Swastika in square double frame 
(Courtesy Govindraya Prabhu) 


2724. LEAD, 6.70g, 21x21mm 


Obv: 
Rev: 
v. Bhandare 1999, knp-35) 
Vásisthiputra Sri Pulumavi 
(c.85-125 CE) 
CATALOGUE 


2725. LEAD, Vasisthiputra Pulumavi, 8.56g 
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phant right, legend Rao Siri Palmari 
xol with crescent 


AO35/ 1-12) 


ilephant to right, standard on right, legend 
Rao Vaesi:thi-pacta-sa Siri Palu(marvi-sa) 
Rev: Ujjain symbol in square 


(IIRNS- 4032/44) 
————0000000———— 
Coastal Andhra Types 


Under Gautamiputra’s successor, Và 
Pulumávi (85-125 CE), the commercially important 
region of coastal Andhra was invaded bringing to an 
end Sada rule, Sátavihana kings who issued lead coins 
in coastal Andhra are Visisthiputra Sei Pulumivi, 
Siva Šri Pulumivi, Vásisthiputra 
Śri Khada Satakarni, 
qi and Vasisthiputra Sri 
Candra S; itavihana coin devices in this 
region are horse, closely linked to the Mahátalavara. 
horse types, ship and hill- the latter with three, six or 
ten archs. In addition a lion type is known in the name 
of Visisthiputra Šrī Pulumávi and an elephant type in 
the name of Gautamiputra Sri Yajña Satakarni. 

Lead coins were widely used by the Satavahanas 
but especially in Andhra where lead mines existed 
around Vinukonga and Karampudi (LK. Sar-Ma, 
1999: 346). Nevertheless, in view of the high demand 
lead had additionally to be imported from other 
sources-particularly from Thailand. 


Vasisthiputra $ri Pulumavi 
(с.85-125 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2727. LEAD, 7.29g 


Obv: Lion to right, legend part Sri Рае 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy S.Bhandare 1999, cap-22) 


Gautamiputra $ri Yajña Satakarni 
(c.170-200 CE) 


CATALOGUE 


Obv: Double-masted ship, Brahmi legend Sa-mi-sa 


Siri Ya-na (Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa) 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent 
MIGIS 1363/ courtesy Todywalla ана. 149833) 


2729. LEAD, c.8g 


Obv: Horse to right, crescent above, legend а-о 
Go-ta-mi-(purta-sa Siri Ya-na) Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent 
(MIGIS, 1361; courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


2730. LEAD, 15.09g, 30mm 


Obv: Ten-arched hill, Brahmi legend (Go-ta-mip:pacta- 
sa Siri Yana Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with attached crescent 
(Courtesy Bhandare 1999, cap-47) 


2731. LEAD, 4.16g, 18mm 


Obv: Three-arched hill, Brahmi legend part 
Sataka 


Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent 
The three-arched hill types are inscribed in the names 
of: Vasisthiputna Sri Pulumvi, V'asisthiputra Siva 
Sri Pulumávi, V ásistbiputra Satakarni, 
isisthiputra Sri Khada Satakarni, Gautamiputra 
\atakarni and Sri Candra Satakarni. 
ix- and len-arched bill types were issued by 
Gantamiputra Sri Yajña Satakarni and 
Vdsisthiputra Sri Candra Sátakamti 


Vasisthiputra $ri Chanda Sati 
(c.200-215 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2732. LEAD 


Obv: Three-arched hill, Brahmi legend Ra-iio Va-si- 
thi-puctarsa Siri Cha-da Sa-t-sa 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent 


2733. LEAD, 7.26g, 21mm 


Obv: Horse to right, Indradbvaja on right, Brahmi 
legend Ra-jo Siri Cha-da-(sa) 

Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(BMC-AWK, 125/courtesy Bhandare 1999, 
cap-53) 


0000000----------- 


Anonymous Types 


CATALOGUE 
2734. LEAD, 2.39g 


Obv: Ten-arched hill 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Vaikunta Chary R.) 
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Obv: Double-masted ship 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with solid orbs 
(MIGIS 1345/ courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 


"Universal' 
Satavahana Type 


In contrast to the regiospecific coinages, of which 
examples have been catalogued above, the round 
elephant /Ujjain symbol coins of copper and diverse 
copper alloys enjoyed a wider circulation throughout 
the Sitavahana realm. Nevertheless style, fabric and 
metal composition differ for different regions of the 
empire. This universal type came into circulation not 
before the reign of Gautamiputra Siva Satakarni who 
struck it for the first time. Different metal 
compositions are scen: copper, bronze (copper + tin), 
brass (copper + zinc), potin (copper + lead) and billon 
(silver + bronze) 


Gautamiputra Šiva Satakarni 
(с.30-60 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2736. AE 


: Elephant right, legend Sine Siri Satakanisa 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent 
(Courtesy Venkatesh Kandula) 


Gautamiputra Satakarni (c.60-84 CE) 
CATALOGUE 
2731. AE, 3.18g, 20mm 
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Obv: Elephant right, legend (Ra-jo) Siri Sa-ta-ka-ni- 


м 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent 


(MIGIS, no 1327) 
2738. LEAD, 2.13g, 18mm 


lephant right, legend part Sa-la-ka-ni-sa 
: Ujjain symbol with crescent 


Vasisthiputra Pujumavi (c.85-125 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2739. BILLON, 2.16g, 18mm. 


~ 
Obv: Elephant right, legend part (Pu)-lu.ma-ri-sa 
Rev: Ujjain symbol (with crescent) 
(MIGIS, no.1339) 
Vasisthiputra Siva Šri Pulumavi 
(c.152-160CE) 
CATALOGUE 


2740. AE, 2.56g, 19mm 


o9 


Obv: Elephant right, legend part Sine Sirî Риа. 
Rev: Ujjain symbol (with crescent) 
(Mitebiner S1-pt.1,na 154) 


Vasisthiputra $ri Khada Sātakarņi 
(с.160- 165CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2741. BILLON 


Obv: Elephant right, legend Siri Kharda Бадаа 
Rev: Ujjain symbol (with crescent) 
(MIGIS, no.1349/ seen in trade) 


Gautamiputra Yajña Satakarni 
(с.170- 200СЕ) 


CATALOGUE 
2742. BILLON, 2.45g, 18mm 


lephant right, legend part Sirî Үл-йа Sa- 
Rey: Ujjain symbol (with crescent) 
(MIGIS, 0.1358) 


Kumbha Satakarni (c.230-250 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2743. AE, c.2.3g 


v: Elephant right, legend (Si)-ri Ku-bha Sa-ta-ka- 
(ni-sa) 

Rev: Ujjain symbol with crescent 

This type is known from the Chanda and Tarhala 

boards of the last Satanilana kings of Vidarbha, 

(MIGIS, na. 1369/ courtesy Hosbedar Ghaswalla) 


© 
EH 


Brockage 
CATALOGUE 
2744. AE-Billon, 2.38g 


Obv: Ujjain symbol 
Rev: Incused Ujjian symbol 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


Fractions 


CATALOGUE 
2745. AE, 0.72g 


Elephant to right, legend part -Sir 
Ujjain symbol with crescent 
(Courtesy Tapan Das) 


2746. AE.Billon, 0.85g, 10mm 


Elephant to right, legend part (Siri Pulumaviza 
: Ujjain symbol (with crescent) 
(Courtesy Ganesh Nene) 


Lion type 
CATALOGUE 
2747. Billon, 1.36g, 14mm 


Obv: Lion right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol with nandipada 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate) 


0000000----------- 


Satavahana Silver Coins 
Gautamiputra Satakarni (c.60-84 CE) 


The chronological attribution of Gautamiputra 
Sátakargi has been deduced from his confrontation 
with the Ksaharita king Nahapána. In view of the 
existence of overstrikes of the Indo-Parthian king 
Sases over Nahapána, which were firstly described by 
Cribb (1985B: 282-300), the existence of Nahapina 
and Gautamiputra at least as far back as to the middle 
of the Ist century CE has now become a fact. 

Not long after his conflict with Nahapina 
Gautamiputra succeeded in reconquering the lost 
territories. The famous Jogalthembi hoard from the 
Nasik region consisted of 13250 Nahapana silver 
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drachms, the greater part counterstruck by 
Gautamiputra. The counter-stamping over 
Маһарапа' bust/arrow & thunderbolt drachms was 
done on both sides: on one side with the modified 
Ujjain symbol in several varieties and on the other side 
with a three- or six-arched hill and Gautamiputra's 
legend (Senior, 2001, nos. 312.1-11). 

No portrait coins of Gautamiputra Satakarni have 
come to light but nevertheless the installation of a 
ana silver coinage is to Gautamiputra's 


CATALOGUE 


2748. AR, overstrike on Nahapana, 1.91g, 17mm 
Ж, “asp 


Ob: Six-arched hill, legend Raro Go-ta-mipueta-ta 
ieri Sa-taka-ni-sa 

Ujjain symbol with crescent 

(Senior, 2001, #312 var) 


2749. AR, 2.14g, 16mm 


Obv: Similar but three-arched hill and clear 
silhouette of 
Rev: Similar but di 
(MIGIS, no.1334) 


ahapána in the background 
Ujjain symbol 


Väsişțhīputra Puļumāvi (с.85-125 СЕ) 


‘The first Sitavahana silver portrait coins appeared 
under Vàsisthiputra Puļumāvi, the son of 
Gautamiputra, with a reverse design composed of a 
six-arched hill and an Ujjain symbol with sun and 
hese silver coins bear legends on 
Präkrit on obverse and Brabmiina 
se. The name of the ruling, 
king appears together with | 
honorific title and the rc 
portrait coins with th 
of the ruling monarch are outstanding achievements, 
of ancient Indian art. 
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CATALOGUE 
2750. AR, 2.05g 


Obv: Bust to right, Brihmi legend Raîo Мари 
лала Siri Puch ma-rita 

Rev: Hill and Ujjain symbol with crescent, sun, 
Tamil legend 
(MIGIS, т.1338) 


2751. AR, c.2g 


Obv: As 2750 but different portrait style 
Rev: As 2750 
(Courtesy Amit Udeshi) 
Vasisthiputra Sri Satakarni 
(c.125-152 CE) 
CATALOGUE 
2752. AR, 2.06g, 15mm 


Obv: Bust to right, Brãhmî legend Ra-jo Va-si:thipu- 
ача Siri Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 

Rev: Hill and Ujjain symbol with crescent and sun. 
above, Tamil legend around 
(MIGIS, 00.1346) 


2753. AR, c.2g 


Obv: Bust of different portrait style, legend 
Rev: Usual reverse design; Tamil legend 


Vásisthiputra Siva $ri PuJumàvi 
(с.152-160 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2754. AR, c2g 


ЧУУ”, 
ФЕ 


ЖЕДЕ 
MD j 


Obv: King's bust, legend Ra-ño Va-si-thi:pu-ta-sa Sita 
Siri Puduma-ti-ta 

Rev: Usual reverse design; Tamil legend 
(MIGIS, то, 153) 


Vasigthiputra $ri Khada Satakarni 
(c.160-165 CE) 


CATALOGUE 


Obv: King's bust, legend Ra-ño Va-si-thi-pu-ta-sa Siri 
Kha-da Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 

Rev: Usual reverse design; Tamil legend 
MIGIS, na.155/courtesy Todywalla auction 
858230) 


Vasisthiputra Vijaya Satakarni 
(c.165-170CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2756. AR, 2.0g 


Vijaya Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 
Rev: Hill left of Ujjain symbol; Tamil legend 
(Todywalla auction 938830) 


2757. AR 2.09g 


Obv: King's bust in different style, legend Ка-йо Va- 


sii preta-ta Siri Vijaya Sa-la-ka-ni-ta. 
Rev: Hill right of Ujjain symbol; Tamil legend 
(Classica? Numismatic Gallery 16457) 


Gautamiputra Yajña Satakarni 
(c.170-200CE) 


CATALOGUE 


Obs: Bust to right, Brahmi legend Rasio Gotami pu- 


лала Siri Үа-йа Sa-tarka-ni-sa 

Rev: Usual reverse design, Tamil legend aracap-ku 
gotamiputa-ku siri-yasa-satabapi-kar 
(Mitchiner, Sl-pt.i, по.158) 


2759. AR, 1.88g 


Obv: Different portrait style 
Rev: Usual reverse design; Tamil legend 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 18#50) 


Obv: Different (Roman) portrait style 
Rev: Usual reverse design; Tamil legend 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 18#49) 
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2761. AR, 2.02g 


Obv: Different portrait style 
Rev: As usual but Ujjain symbol on right 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 18848) 


Madhariputra Šri Pulumavi (c.225 CE) 


‘Thanks to Shailendra Bhandare for identifying this 
coin as a drachm of Madhariputra, Usually only 
hemidrachms are known for this king, Silver fractions 
had also been issued by other Sitavahana kings but 
they arc even rarer than the hemidrachms of 
Madhariputra. 


CATALOGUE 


Obv: Bust to right, Brahmi legend (Rusia Ma-dha-ri- 
pu-ta-sa) Siri Pu-(lu-ma-ri-sa) 

Rev: Usual reverse design, legend starting at 12° 
aracapaku-madbariputaku-biru-pulumariku(3-11°) 
(Mitebiner, SLpt.1, по.145, this coin) 


2763. AR, hemidrachm, 0.99g 


Obv: Bust to right, remnants of legend 

Rev: Usual reverse design 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 98384 
Mitchiner $|, pt.1, no.164) 
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Gautamiputra Kumbha Satakarni 
(c.230-250 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2764. AR, c.2g 


Ku-bba Sa-ta-ka-ni-sa 

Rev: Usual reverse design, Tamil legend 
aracan-ku gotamiputa-ku biru kubba satakani-ku 
(Dhopate, Studies in South Indian Coins, vol.14/ 
courtesy Laxminarayan Varma) 


IKSVAKUS 


The south-eastern parts of the Deccan fell to the 

Tksvakus at about the same time as the north-western 

parts began to be dominated by the Abhiras, We know 
з КР МОУ] x 


Fig. 12: Ikshavaku king Chamtamula donating 
money = the heap in front are believed to be coins 
as gift-money, from a panel at Nagarjunikonda 


from inscriptions that around 227 CE the Ikşvakus 
had established their capital at Nagirjunikonda, on the 
eastern course of the river Krishna (Mitchiner 1998, 
pti: 100). During the 3rd century control over 
territories in south-eastern Deccan seems to have 
changed between Iksvakus and Abhiras, At the time of 
the Iksvaku king Cántamüla Nápàrjunikonda. was 
temporarily lost to the Abhiras according to a Abhira 
inscription which was engrav 
278CE. 

Whereas the Ist and the 2nd century CE was a 
period of flourishing trade, the 3rd century saw a 
Ñecline in local and foreign trade activities, which is 
Чо reflected in the coinages. With the decrease of 
Roman trade in the 3rd century CE, due to an internal 
crisis within the Roman Empire, vital part of Deccan 
trade activities was affected. Obviously it did not take 
long for the local industry and local trade to be 
considerably reduced. Archaeological evidence 
indicates deurbanisation and decline in the post- 
Satavahana period. Many sites in central India and the. 
Deccan were abandoned after the 3rd century CE, 
Excavations have shown that at sites like Nasik, 
Nevasi, Ter, Bhokardan, Paithan and also at many sites 
in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka, there was a break in 
occupation after the Sitavahana period (See М.К. 
Dhavalikar, 1999: 111). 

With this economic situation in mind, the change 
in the coinages can easily be understood, The Ist and 
2nd century was the time when the Sátavàhanas and 
their contemporaries in the Deccan issued a plentitude 
of different, large coinages. The 3rd century saw a 
decline in Deccan currencies, Now was the time of 
small, light coins like those of the Iksvákus and the 
Abhiras, whereas the time of the large and heavy 
Deccan coinages was over. 


ed at Nagirjunikonda in 


Inscribed Iksvaku Coins 


Some Ikşvāku coins bear legends, but fragmentary as 
they are, it is not easy to attribute them to specific 
rulers. Ikshvaku lead coins were found at various 
places of Krishna, Guntur, Prakasham and Nellore 
districts of coastal Andhra. These coins have an 
average size of 10-15mm and weights from about 1.5g 
to 3.5g, The names of four kings appear on the coins, 
mostly in abbreviated form: Sri Cāntamūla, Sri-Vira. 
Purusadatta, $1 Ehavala Cántamüla and Sri Rudra 
Purusadatta. 


Mathariputea Šri-Vira Purugadatta 
(с.250-270 СЕ) 
CATALOGUE 


2765, LEAD, 2.54g, 13mm. 


Obv: Blephant to right, legend Siri e) 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


(Mitchiner, Ўр, na.168) 


Vasisthiputra Sri Ehavala Cantamüla 
(c.270-295 CE) 


CATALOGUE 


Obv: Elephant left, legend (Sij) E-ba-ra-la 
Rev: Parts of two Ujjain symbols 


2767. LEAD, 2.46g, 13mm 


Obv: Elephant right, legend part Siri E-ba-vo-(la) 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


Sri Rudra Purugadatta (c.295-306 CE) 
CATALOGUE 


adi 
JD 


Obv: Elephant right, legend part Sirî Rueda 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Photo courtesy Mitchiner, SI, pt. 1, na. 169) 
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Single letter 'ma’ 


Several Iksvaku coins bear only a single Brahmi letter 
such as the following specimen. 


CATALOGUE 
2769. LEAD, 1.86g, 12mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, Brahmi letter -ma 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


---0000000----. 


Anonymous Iksvaku Coins 


Iksvaku coins copied poular motifs from earlier coins 
circulating in south-eastern Deccan. Most Iksvšku 
coins depict an clephant, but occasionally also lion, 
ship and horse, always with the characteristic depiction 
of an Ujjain symbol or its distorted version on the 
reverse. 


Elephant to Right Type 
CATALOGUE 
2770, LEAD, 3.53g, 14mm 


Elephant to right 
Ujjain symbol, unconnected orbs 


LEAD, 2.70g, 13mm 


Obv: Elephant to right 
Rev: Multiple unconnected orbs 
(Mitchiner, SI, рел, na.171) 


2772. LEAD, 2.13g, 13mm 
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Ilephant to right, triangular shaped object 


above 
Rev: Distorted Ujjain symbol 


2773. D, 2.50g, 14mm 


imilar but elephant with raised trunk 
Ujjain symbol 


2774, LEAD, 2.85g, 14mm 


í 


Obv: Similar but Omega-like object above 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


2775. LEAD, 2.67g, 12mm 


Obv: Elephant to right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol, unconnected solid orbs 


Elephant to Left Type 


CATALOGUE 
2776. LEAD, 2.36g, 13mm 


Obv: Elephant to left 
Rev: Multiple orbs 
(Mitchiner, SI, pt-1, na 172) 


Obv: Small elephant to left 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 


2778. LEAD, 2.70g, 14mm 


bow & arrow above 


Obv: Elephant to left, 
Rev: Two Ujjain symbols 


Lion Type 


CATALOGUE 
2779. LEAD, 3.56g, 14mm 


Obv: Lion to right 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Mitchiner, $|, РІЛ, m.174) 


Horse Type 
CATALOGUE 
2780. LEAD, 2.0g, 12mm 


Obv: Horse @ to left 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Mitchiner, SI, РІЛ, no.173) 


Ship Type 
CATALOGUE 
2781. LEAD, 1.88g, 12mm 


Obv: Ship 
Rev: Ujjain symbol 
(Courtesy Imperial Auctions 94102) 


I eee‏ ڪڪ 


ABHIRAS 


Post Sátavihana northern Konkan a 
Gujarat fell to the Abhiras during the ee pein 
Many scholars think that the widely used Hindi era, 
shies sured in 248 CE, was inaugurated by the 
Кшз ing Vvarnsena, hence its designation as 
Abhira era, s is not certain, as evident from the 
diverse names of this era which has been linked to such 
different dynasties as Abhira-Traiküraka-Kalachuri 
and Chedi. Furthermore Abhiras and 'Traikiijakas have 
sometimes been equated which is certainly unjustified. 
тп Ksatrapa inspired silver drachms of a 
varadatta are known from findspots in Malwa, 
rat and Kathiawad. This lvaradarta is commonly 
regarded as an Abhira ruler. His coins give по 
patronymic in their legends and are dated in the regnal 
years 1 and 2, expressed in the words marse prathame and 
‘arse dili. In contrast to others PLL. Gupta (1980: 18) 
regarded this Tévaradatta as a usurper, different from 
the Abhira line, who assumed independence from the 
Ksatrapa kings for some years after the middle of the 
3rd century CE. This dating is supported by a coin of 
Tévaradatta (Jha & Rajgor, 1994, coin 533) which bears 
the date 164 (=242 CE if dated according to Saka era) 
together with the regnal year 1, When first published 
by Shobhana Gokhale (JNSI, vol.40, 1978, pp.34-36) 
she read the date as 154 but a better specimen, 
published by Alex Fishman, shows the date clearly as 
164 (=242 CE), 

The name lévaradatta from the coins is not found 
in other inscriptions but there is one Nasik inscription, 
dated in the 9th regnal year of the Abhira king 
Jévarasena (Ep. Ind., viii, 88), where this [évarasena is 
described as the son of Sivadatta. As Ivara is just 
another name of Siva it might be possible that 
Sivadatta and lévaradatta were one and the same; if so 
the Abhira succession would have been from 
Tévaradatta (=Sivadatta) to his son Isvarasena, 

The Nügirjunikoda inscription of 278 CE, 
which is dated in the regnal year of the Abhira king 
Vasusena, suggests that at this time the Abhiras had 
extended their rule from western Maharashtra to the 
Krishp-Guntur region (Sudhakar Chattopadhyaya, 
1974, p.129 referring to Ep. Ind., xxxiv, pp.202ff). This 
period may have been the zenith of the Abhira rule. 
‘Their decline coincides with the rise of the Vakitakas 
who became the dominant Deccan power in the carly 
4th century; Abhira successors in northern Konkan 
appear to have been the Traikiitakas. 

Silver coins of Íšvarasena or his successors are 
unknown. As for base metal coins some anonymous 
types in copper and lead, inspired by Ksatrapa 
prototypes, could possibly have been issued by the 
Abhiras. 
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Abhira (P) base metal coins 


Inscribed base metal coins which could definitely be 
attributed to the Ábhiras are unknown but perhaps 
some Ksatrapa inspired anonymous ‘bull/hill’ or 
‘elephant/hill’ coins in copper and lead might have 
been issued by the Abhiras. 


CATALOGUE 
2782. AE, 2.20g 


Ob»: Elephant right, crescent above 
Rev: Threc-arched hill, river below, dotted border 
(Courtesy Kohinoor auction 6848) 


Isvaradatta (164-165 SE/242-243 CE) 


Isvaradatta was a usurper during the reign of 
Vijayasena and possibly the founder of the Abhira 
kingdom. His neatly engraved coins are known for the 
two years 164 and 165 SE, indicated by the regnal years 
"rare pratham’ and 'rarge йде! standing for 'year 1' and 
‘year 2, Year 2 coins are much rarer than year 1 coins. A 
few extremely rare coins bear the date 164 SE (=242 
CE) together with the regnal year 1. 


CATALOGUE 
2783. AR, year 1 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek letters 
Rev: Legend Кайо Ma-hi-hsa-tra-pa-sa l-fea-ra-da-tta- 
за Va-rge Pra-tha-me 


Jg Учу? 9g pea oo gov 
(SCWS 24.2.1; ISCH 352.2D) 
2784. AR, year 1 and 164 SE date 
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Obv: King's bust, date 164 SE | 
Аз previous coin but traces of overstriking 


Rev: 
164 SE 
72% 
(ЕСІР 24.1.164/ courtesy Alex Fishman) 
2785. AR, year 2 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek letters 
Rev: Same legend but Va-rse Dritte (year 2) 


Jy vae yg pay ab Bx 
(SCWS 24,3.2/ courtesy A. Fishman) 
2786. AR, year 2, different style 


Obv: Bust in different style 
Rev: Sun and moon reversed 
(ECWK 24.3R.2; ISCH 352.3/ courtesy 
A.Fishman) 


TRAIKÜTAKAS 


During the 4th century CE the Abhiras lost their 
territories in eastern and central Deccan to such 
dynasties as Pallavas, Kadambas and Vakátakas. The 
Abhiras now only controlled the coastands of 
northern КойКап for some more time; it is well 
possible that the Traikütaka kings followed them in 
this region. The Traikütakas issued silver drachms in 
close imitation of the Ksatrapa drachms with a stylized 
portrait of the king to right on obverse and a circular 
legend around a three-arched hill on reverse. Coins of 
two Trai-kitaka kings are known since long: 
Dahrasena, son of Indradatta, and Vyaghrasena, son 
of Dahrasena. Successor kings, until recently 
exclusively known from copper grant inscriptions, are 
Madhyamasena and Vikramasena. 


The view that the Traikiitakas had continued the 
dating system of the so-called Abhira cra, which 
started in 248CE, is mainly based on the fact that the 
Tnikütaka kingdom is mentioned in an inscription of 
the Vakitaka ruler Harisena who ruled during the early 
6th century CE. Furthermore the evidence of some 
copper plates seemed to suggest that the Traikütakas 
were replaced by the Kalachuris in the 6th century CE. 
While discussing Traikitaka chronology Mirashi 
(1981: 31-9) referred to such copper-plates found in 
the village Malvan in Ratnagiri district of the Koñkan; 
they were issued in favour of the same donee by two 
different rulers, One of the plates is inscribed in the 
name of a Traikütaka king named Madhyamasena and 
bears the year 256; the other is dated in the year 284 
and is inscribed in the name of a ruler named 
Vikramasena, who is described as a Aatrheburinam ruler. 
This was interpreted like that the Traikütakas were 
immediately followed in north-western Maharashtra 
by the early Kalachuris. 

PL. Gupta (1982: 48) disagreed taking the change 
from the dynastic name fraikutanam, as it appears оп 
the first plate, to katchchurinam, as it appears on the 
second plate, ina different way. For him “it only means 
that Vikramasena, the prince of the Traikütaka family 
was adopted in another family- that of the 
Katchchuris...this Katchchuri family was different 
from the family of Krisnaraja as it is evident from the 
Manakanisanakheda (district Baroda) copper-plate 
grant". 

The Manakanisanakheda copper-plate is dated 
346 and refers to a Katchchuri ruler whom P.L. Gupta 
sees in the line of the above mentioned Vikramasena. 
If these inscriptions were dated in the so-called Abbhira 
era this would cause conflicts between the dating of 
Vikramasena's line and the dating of Krisnarija and 
his family because Krisnaraja's son, Safikaragana, is 
known from an Abhona inscription to have ruled in 
year 367 (PL.Gupta, 1982: 50). The typology of the 
coins of the Kalachuri king Krisnaraja clearly suggests 
that they followed Skandagupta's issues of the late Sth 
century. This dating goes well with the known dates of 
Krignaraja's line under the assumption they had been 
done according to the so-called Abhira era. This means 
that in the 6th century Krisparüja's family and not that 
of the Traikiijaka king Vikramasena had control over 
north-western Maharashtra, To avoid such conflicts 
Gupta Proposed that the Traikütaka dates are related 
to the Saka era (year 1=78 CE) and not to the ‘Abhira 
era’; this view was confirmed by Dilip Rajgor (1998) in 
his analysis of Traikütaka coins and inscriptions. 

Alex Fishman just undertook a fresh analysis of 
the concerned coins. The results will be published in a 
forthcoming paper. The most distinctive relevations 
are: The Traikutaka coins bear dates according to the 
Abhira era. There are close stylistic relationships 


between later coins of Dal 


кё hrasena and Kumaragupta. 


ence of two Traikutaka kings Madhyamasena 


; he ruled as contemporary or 

the late Traikutakas 
imascna and was different 
Krishnaraja who reigned in 


Traikütaka Silver Coins 


Dahrasena, Son of Indradatta, (1.456 CE 
CATALOGUE 


2787. AR, c.2g 


Obv: Bust of king to right 

Rev: Threc-arched hill, legend starting at 12° 
Maharaja (I)ndradattaputre (or 
Mabarajendradattaputra) Parama Vaisnava Sri 
Mabaraja Dabrasena 


vut [¥ gaxe mp 
МАС, na, 5080/ courtesy Rajgor's auction 
15816) 


2788. AR, c.2g 


Obv: Bust of king to right 
Rev: Hill, legend part Maharaja (I)ndradattaputra 
clearly readable 
(Courtesy seen in trade) 


2789. AR, c.2g 
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Obv: Bust of king to right 
Rev: Hill, legend starting at 4° Maharaja (I)ndra- 
dattaputra Parama Vaispava Mabaraja Sri 
Dabrasena 
(Courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


2790. AR, ca.2g 
гаю 


Obv: Bust of king to right, date on left (1)96 
Three-arched hill, Brahmi legend 
(Courtesy Madiusudbana Rao) 


Vyaghrasena, son of Dahrasena 
CATALOGUE 
2791. AR, ca.2g 


Obv: Bust of king to right 

Rev: Threc-arched hill, Brahmi legend Maharaja 
Dabratenaputra Parama Vaisnara Sri Maharaja 
Vyaghrusena 


wagen vir 9 vage By yet 
(Courtesy Hardik Parekh) 
Madhyamasena I, early 5th century CE 


Two silver drachms were recently offered by Indian 
auction houses and described as coins of the 
Traikütaka king Vikramasena; before no coins in the 
name of this ruler have been reported. Shobhana 
Gokhale (V.V. Mirashi, 1975: 125) had published the 
Mitvan plates of the two Traikütaka kings 
Vikramasena of the year 284 and Madhyamasena of 
the year 256. 

The patronymic on the Bombay auction coin is a 
bit indistinct but was read as Mabanjendradattaputra by 
the auctioneers just like on the coins of Dahrasena, 
son of Indradatta. Alex Fishman reads the personal 
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wo concerned coins as Madhyamasena 
her of Dahrascna. 
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пате on the t 
who was perhaps an older broth 


CATALOGUE 
2792. AR, 2.09g 


Obv: Bust of king to right. 
Rev: Hill, legend Maharaja (I)ndradattaputra Parama 


Vaispara Maharaja Madbyamasena 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 108148) 


2793. AR, 1.86g, 17mm M 


Obv: Bust of king to right 
Rev; Three-arched hill, Вгаһтї legend partVaignane 


` Maharuja Madlyamasena 
(Courtesy Imperial auction 78127) 


-0000000-~ 
Traikütaka Lead Coins 


Inan article about numismatic finds from the island of 
Elephanta DRajgor and R. Lad (1992: 2-3) had 
attributed some lion and chakra type lead coins to the 
Kalachuris on the basis of the three-peaked hill which 
they share with coins of Krisnarija- although the Zr 
kutais shaped differently on the lion and chakra coins. 
In a personal communication Shailendra Bhandare 
suggested that alternatively one could discuss a 
Traikütaka attribution. Such an attribution is worth 
considering, the more so as the obverse devices do not 
match with the typology of Kalachuri coins. Those 
Traiktijakas, who are mentioned in inscriptions as 
contemporaries of the Kalachuris, must have 
belonged to a late branch of that family; in principle 
they could have issued these coins provided that the 
dates, which are seen on some of them, corresponded 
to the so-called Traikigaka/Abhira era (year 
1=248/9). 


Lion Type 
CATALOGUE 
2794, LEAD, c.2.7g, 14mm 


dotted border 


Ob: Lion to right, 
Rev: Threc-peaked hill 
[Rajgor & Lad, 1992, na 16/ 


courtesy Rajesh T.5.Nair) 
Lotus Type 


CATALOGUE 
2795. LEAD, 1.3g, 12x9mm 


DA 


Obv: Lotus flower in circular and dotted border 
Rev: Three-peaked hill, date 295 
Another such specimen bears the date 297 
(Drawing courtesy Rajgor & Lad, 1992, no.20) 


2796. LEAD, 2.8g, 13mm 


du 


Obv: Lotus flower, circular and dotted border 
Rev: Three-peaked hill 
(Drawing courtesy Rajgor & Lad, 1992, то.24) 


2797. LEAD, 3.89g 


Obv: Lotus flower, dotted border 
Rev: Three-peaked hill, dotted border 
(Courtesy Rabul Mbatre) 


2798. LEAD, 5.05g 


Obv: Lotus flower, dotted border 
Rev: Three-peaked hill, dotted border 
(Courtesy Yogeshwar Puri) 
Chakra Type 
CATALOGUE 


2799. LEAD, 2.6g, 13mm 


e 


Obv: Wheel, dotted border 
: Three-peaked hill, two thick dots above 
(Drawing courtesy Rajgor & Lad, 1992, na 25) 


2800. LEAD, 3.30g 


Obv: Chakra, dotted border 
Rev: Three-peaked hill, river, dotted border 
(Courtesy Yogeshwar Puri) 


Srivatsa Type 
CATALOGUE 
2801. LEAD, 2.46g 


Obv: Srivatsa, dotted border 
Rev: Three-peaked hill, river, dotted border 
(Courtesy Yogeshwar Puri) 


SALANKAYANAS OF VENGI 


The homeland of the Salankiyanas was the Vengi 
region between Godavari and Krishna which they 
ruled between 3rd and 5th century CE. Their coins arc. 
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very rare and characteristically depict a seated bull on 
obverse and the ruler's name on reverse, 


Šri Chandavarman 
CATALOGUE 
2802. AE 


Obv: Bull seated left 
Rev: Brahmi legend $ Chandava 
(Photo courtesy Mitebiner, 51, pt.1, no.176) 


Salankayana Inspired Coin Types 


A Salankayana inspiration of the here listed lead coins 
with seated bull motif is possible. Because a dating of 
these anepigraphic coins is difficult, a post-Gupta 
attribution and an inspiration by Skandagupta's resting 
bull type can also not be ruled out. 


CATALOGUE 
2803. LEAD, 1.19g, 14mm 


Obv: Bull seated right 
Rev: Ankus 


2804. LEAD, 1.51g, 12mm 


Obv: Bull seated left 
Rev: Ankus 


VAKATAKAS 


One of the most important ruling houses of post- 
Sátavihana central Deccan was that of the Vákátakas 
founded by Vindhyagakti (250-270 CE). The core 
region of the early members of the dynasty appears to 
have been Wardha distict in ancient Vidarbha as 
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of the available coins. After 
the reign of Pravarasena 1 (270-330 CE) Vikitaka 
territories were split into a western and eastern part. 
Nandivardhana to the east of Nagpur has been 
identified as capital of the eastern Váktaka branch 
with Rimjek as its ritual center, its state sanctuary. 
During this period one observes a remarkable increase 
in land grants given to religious beneficiaries 
(Brahmans), recorded on copper plates, which apart 
from a few stone inscriptions are the most important 
epigraphic heritage of the dynasty. Many temples were 
constructed, religious art flourished and sculptures of 
high quality were produced and particularly under the 
patronage of king Harisena (c475-500 CE) more of 
the world-famous Ajanta caves were carved out. 

Conventionally scholars regarded the two main 
branches of Nandivardhana-Pravarapura and 
Vatsagulma (modern Wasim in Akola district) as 
having been united under the roof of one single 
empire but recent research has changed this view. 
Though closely linked in terms of polities and culture 
the eastern and the western Vakijakas appear to have 
existed as two completely independent kingdoms 
(H.Kulke: 2004: 3). 

Excavations at Mansar started in 1998 (JP Joshi 
and А.К. Sharma, 2005; see also H.Bakker (ed. 2008) 
and on their basis it was possible to identify the site of 
Pravarapura in that region. The Vakitaka kings were 
Hindus but allowed the flourishing of Buddhism in 
their territory. The temple constructions from 
Pravarapura revealed the importance of Saivite 
worship under the Vakiaka kings whereas at the same 
time the temple complex ar Ramtek hill is of Vaignava 
character. 

Vindhyaéakt/s son Pravarasena 1 ( 270-330 CE) 
enlarged Vakijaka territories considerably. He was an 
important ruler who is credited with the performance 
of four Ashwmeda sacrifices. Dynastic links existed 
with the house of the Naga kings through the marriage 
of the son of Pravarasena I, crown prince 
Gautamiputra, with the daughter of Bhavanápa 
(RK Pruthi: 2004, p.45). 

Immediate successor of Pravarasena | was his 
grandson Rudrasena } (c.330-355CE), followed by 
Rudrasena's son Prithivisena I (c.355-380 CE) who in 
turn was followed by Rudrasena 11 (c.380-385 CE). 

When after Pravarasena's death the realm was 
divided among his sons the western Vatsagulma 
branch was ruled by Sarvasena (330335 CE) 
followed by Vindhiasena, Pravarasena 1, Pravarascna 
П, Devasena and Harisena (c.475-500 CE). 

At the zenith of their rule the Vakitaka kings 
controlled territories from southern Madhya Pradesh 
to northern Karnataka including the Vindhyian 


suggested by the findspots o 


ranges, Khandesh, Vidarbha and the upper lands of 
Karnataka, ‘The importance of the dynasty is 
illustrated by marriage links between the Vakitakas 
and their northern neighbours, the Guptas; copper 
plates report Prabhavatigupta, daughter of 
Chandragupta II (380-415 CE), to have been married 
to Prithvisena's son Rudrasena Il (390-395 CE). 
When Rudrasena Ш died his wife Prabhavatigupta 
ruled first on behalf of her minor sons, Yuvaraja 
Divakarasena and Damodarasena, During the period 
of Prabhavatigupta and in her succession of her son 
Pravarasena 11 (422-457 Cli) the eastern Vakataka 
kingdom flourished. Impressive archacological 
remains at Rāmagiri, the religious center of their realm, 
testify the strength of their rule, Pravarasena IT was 
succeeded by Narendrasena П (c457-475 CE) and 
Prithvisena II (c475-495 CE) with whom the eastern 
Vakataka kingdom ended. 

As for the western kingdom king Hariscna still 
exercised a powerful reign at the end of the 5th century 
extending the realm to parts of Andhra and entering, 
into a matrimonial alliance with the Vispukundin king 
Madhavavarman (V.V. Mirashi: 1975, p.137). His 
successors, however, were weak and already fifty years 
later Vakitaka rule came to an end. By the middle of 
the 6th century parts of their Karnataka territories 
were taken over by the Chalukyas of Badami who had 
risen to power at the decline of the Kadambas of 
Banavasi. Other territories of former Vakataka rule in 
northern Maharashtra, among them the 
Nandivarhana-Pravarapura region, passed into the 
hands of the Kalachuris, others may have fallen to 
early Rashtrakuta chiefs, while still others were just 
deserted. 

.— The Vakataka kings had been great patrons of 
literature and art and as part of their cultural heritage 
the world famous Mahiyina caves of Ajanta are a 
lasting legacy and memory of the age of the 
Vakitakas. Their numismatic legacy is much more 
humble consisting just of some base metal coins, For 
long times it was doubted that they struck any coins at 
all but today we know of a number of different 
anepigraphic and inscribed coin types, which can 
convincingly be considered as Vakataka issues. They 
have come to light from private collections, from the 
Washim excavations in 1992-93 (Pradip Meshram: 
2010, p.37), from excavations near Ramtek in Nagpur 
district (Upinder Singh: 2008, p.474) and from 
findspots in the Wardha area. They are mostly small 
and thin copper pieces but some are also made of lead; 
in metrology and style they can be compared with 
copper coins of the Nagas, of the Gupta kings 
Chandragupta П and Ramagupta (E.Raven, 2004) and 
of the Kalachuris. They served for small trade 


activities in the local markets, whereas foreign curreny, 
for example Kshatrapa silver and Gupta gold, may 
have been used forhigh value transactions. 

The first scholar who claimed to have identified a 
Vakitaka coin from Paunar was A.M.Shastri (1990: 2) 
who regarded the abbreviated legend part Prithivi as 
part of Prithivisena’s (I) name. Later a seated bull type 
from Yavatmal with the complete name of Praturasena 
was published by Kulkarni (2001-2: 69-70) who 
attributed it to Pravarasena Il. In the same article 
Kulkarni presented three square coins of three-arched 
hill/railed tree type found at Pavanar in Wardha 
district. They bear the legend Kerurana Maharathisa 
Gotamiputasa Vijhasatisa. Kulkarni discussed 
Vindhyasakti as a possible candidate, an identification 
which had also been proposed by Shailendra Bhandare 
(1999: 341 /coins vdb 119-122). 

Some coins are inscribed with the word Jaya, 
Vriddbab or Vriddbi, the latter name also appearing on 
some Vakataka copper plates. Ellen Raven (2004: 19- 
31) presented the clearest images of a number of 
different Vreddbi coins of lion, seated bull and dynastic 
emblem type. In that same Vikitaka paper Raven 
(2004: 23, pl.3.7) also published a new type from the 
collection of Jan Lingen which she regarded as an issue 
of Narendrasena: its obverse bears the legend Sri Nara, 
its reverse a chakra, 


Vindhyašakti (c.250-270 CE) 


Reported findspots of certain square copper coins of 
three-arched hill/railed tree type arc from Wardha and 
Nagpur districts, S.B.Deo & S.G.Chete published the 
first specimen (1973: 236-237). The findspot was 
Mandhal, a village about 40 miles NE of Nagpur. 
Kulkarni (2001-2: 66-68) later presented three such 
coins- they came from Wardha district. The complete 
legend was restored from several specimens by 
Amiteshwar Jha & PG.Bhargave (ПЕМ Newsline 35, 
July 2002:3) and reads Keverana Mabarathisa 
Gotamiputasa V'jjhasatita. Kulkarni was not sure about 
the identity of the issuer but discussed Vindhyagakti as 
a possible candidate, an identification which had also 
been proposed by Shailendra Bhandare (1999: 
341/coins vdb 119-122). Linguistically this is 
comprehensible with Prakrit sigybasatti becoming 
Sanskrit Vindbyafakti 

Vindhyaéakti is known as 3rd century founder of 
the dynasty who was succeeded by his son Pravarasena 
I ( 270-330 CE). According to Amarendra Nath 
(1994: 10) more than 1000 such coins have come to 
light through the excavations at Adam, district 
Nagpur, in Vidarbha, Recently A.Nath (2014) 
reported lead and copper coins of Vindhyaéakti from 
the Adam excavations “issued initially in the capacity 
of Mahasenapati and later Mahárathi. 
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"The coin type follows a series of post- Sitavahana 
Mabarathi copper coins from western Vidarbha/ 
eastern Marāthwādā and is completely different from 
other Vākāțaka coins. So if these coins were in fact 
struck by Vindhyagakti, founder of the Vakitaka 
dynasty, the findspots of his coins definitely point toa 
Vidarbha origin of the dynasty where Vindhyaéakti 
possibly inherited the territories of the ruling 
Maharathi family. This is in contrast to the assumption 
that the Vindhya region of MP had been the earliest 
Vakijaka homeland as believed by A.M.Shastri 
(1992:3). 


Kevara Maharathi Gotamiputa Vijhasati 
(250-270 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
2805. AE, 1.10g, 12x9mm 


Obv: Three-arched hill, legend starting at 10° 
Ke-va-ra-na Ma-ha-ra-thi-sa (Go-ta-ni-) 

Rev: Railed tree, taurine left, Indradiraja tight 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare 1999, vdb-119/ 
Similar Deo & Chatte, JNSI, 1973, p.237) 


Prthivisena I (350-385 CE) 


The first scholar who claimed to have identified a 
Vikátaka coin was A.M.Shastri (1990: 2): that coin had 
been found at Paunar in the Wardha district of 
Vidarbha and had the legend ($n) Malargja Prithivi 
according to Shastri; he regarded it as having been 
struck by the Vakitaka king Prithivisena II. 
PPKulkarni (2001-2: 71) doubted the presence of the 
honorific title Srî and proposed to restore the 
concerned legend part as —shena which would make the 
legend Maharaja Prithirisbena. 

The legend of the coin is arranged in a circular 
fashion as on the Naga coins and in view of the 
dynastic links a Naga influence is well possible (the 
daughter of the Naga king Bhavanága was married to 
the son of Pravarasena I). The single characters also do 
not show the pronounced box-heads which are 
characteristic for the later Vakataka writing style. Thus 
altogether an attribution to Prthvisena 1 is more 
probable. 
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CATALOGUE 
2806. AE, 0.63g 


DO 


Obv: Brahmi legend Mahargia Prthivi- 
Rev: Dynastic double loop emblem 
(A.M. Sbastri 1992: 286) 


Pravarasena II (422-457 CE) 


A seated bull type from Yavatmal with the complete 
name of Prararasena, inscribed in the characteristic 
box-headed Brahmi, was published by Kulkarni (2001- 
2: 69-70) who attributed it to the Vakijaka king 
Pravarasena П. The coin is from the collection of 
Nareshkumar Chamedia of Yavatmal and was found 
in the region. A second specimen hailing from the 
collection of Avinash Ramteke is published here. 
Pratarasenasya, i.e.the personal name in the genitive 
case, is on both coins followed by two additional 
characters. The reading of these additional characters 
was proposed as Rajya by Kulkarni. This legend part is 
also not unambiguous on Avinash Ramteke's 
specimen but it is somewhat clearer and Кайа might 
be a possibility. Harry Falk proposed Ra-kba (Ssk.: Ra- 
gà for security or shelter) though its meaning in the 
context of this coin typeis unclear. 


CATALOGUE 
2807. AE, 0.44g, 11mm 


Obv: Box-headed Brahmi legend Prasta-ra-()-na-sya 
Ros yai) in two lines 

Rev: Bull seated to right 
(Kulkarni 2001-02: 69, na4/ courtesy Nareshkumar 
Chamedia) 


2808. AE, 0.74g, 13mm. 


Obv: Box-headed Brahmi legend (Pra)-ta-ra-se-na-sya 
Raja? in two lines 

Rev: Bull seated to right 
(Courtesy Avinash Ramteke) 


Narendrasena (c.457-475 CE) 


Ellen Raven (2004: 23, pl.3.7) published a new type 
from the collection of Jan Lingen depicting a Jr 
Nara legend on obverse and chakra on reverse, She 
related this coin to a specimen with only the letter 
"na! published by A.M.Shastei (1992: 288) who had 
attributed it to Narendrasena, son of Pravarasena II. 
Raven shared this attribution. 

Raven saw the chakra inspired by Nà 
could likewise be discussed for the new bull/chakra 
coin which is published here with kind permission of 
its owner Prakash Jinjuvadiya. In a personal discussion 
Shailendra Bhandare contested the attribution to 
Narendrasena mainly because the script style does пог 
correspond to the expected boxheaded characters of 
Vikátaka inscriptions of the late 5th century. 


CATALOGUE 
2809. AE, 0.28g, 8хбтт 


iga coins which 


Obv: Brahmi letter na- 
Rev: Possibly part of chakra 
(AM.Shastri, 1992: 288/ courtesy E.Raven pl.3.8) 


Uncertain attribution 


On balance the bull/chakra type and the coin from the 
Jan Lingen collection probably belong more likely to 
somewhere in Malwa. Typologically and 
metrologically there are some similarities for example 
with the small standing bull/ Rudrila legend types 
from western Malwa (see coins 805-808) or wi 
certain ty 

influence is well possible in view of the famil 
the Naga dynasty. But one could also think of the 
he kings of the Aulikara dynasty, 
founded by Jayavarman, ruled in western Malwa with: 


(404-417 CE), contemporaries of the Gupta ruler 
Chandragupta Il. A chakra/legend coin type of 
Naravarman (0.78g, 12mm) from the collection of 
Dalaul Johri was recently published by Devendra 
Handa (2016, p.81). Its legend says Srî Ma-ha-ra,ja Na- 


ra-ta-rmma. The depiction of the chakra, however, in 
axial view placed on a lotus, is completely different 
from the chakra as it is depicted on the here discussed 
coppers. 


CATALOGUE 
2810. AE, 0.58g, 12mm 


у: Brihmi legend у Nara 
Wheel (chakra) 


(Courtesy E.Raven pl.3.7 / an Lingen collection) 
2811. AE, 0.32g, 9mm 


': Bull standing left, dotted border 
: Chakra, Brahmi legend Ул Nara above 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuradiya] 


Vrddhab, Vrddhi and Jaya Types 


A.M Shastri had first published such coins: some of 
them bear a legend that reads 1 йай ог Vrddhi, a 
name known from Vakajaka copper plates (P. 
Meshram, 2010: 37) which according to Harry Falk is 
connected with growth and welfare. In such 
inscriptions Vakataka kings are described as 
Brahmanas belonging to the lnád/aj- Сот. 

A.M.Shastri published coins with the legend Jaya 
(A.M. Shastri, 1992: 289) and clay sealings from 
Mansar site which bear the legend Juirirdhi interpreted 
as possibly a corrupt version of Jaya Ш (Makler 
in Vákágaka Heritage, 2004: 85), Kulkarni (2001-2: 71) 
published a coin from Pavanar with a (Jana pidhi 
legend on obverse and а seated bull on reverse, Ellen 
Raven (2004: 19-31) republished the clearest Vakiqaka 
coin images among them | rtd, coins of lion, seated 
bull and dynastic emblem type. The Í 441 bull and 
lion types differ significantly from other Vakigaka 
coinsin being significantly larger and heavier. 


Jaya/swastika Type 
CATALOGUE 
2812. АЕ, 0.37g, 10mm 


©. 


Sátaváhanas and Successors 


Obv: Brihmi legend Jaya 
шш 


2813. AE, 0.25g, 10mm 


Brahmi legend Jo 
+ Swustika with dot in each angle 
(Courtesy Ellen Raven pl. 3.9) 


Vrddhal/Dynastic Emblem Type 
CATALOGUE 
2814. AE, c.0.20-0.30g, 8-9mm 


өө: 


Obv: Brahmi legend 177 
Rev: Dynastic double-loop emblem 


(AMShastri, 1992, ape 1 тету 15. Кад 

3.13) 

Vrddhi/Dynastic Emblem Type 
CATALOGUE 


2815. AE, ¢.0.2-03g, 7-9mm 


Obv: Brahmi h 
Rev: Dynastie double loop embler 
(AM Shaitr 1992, AS 


Veddhi/ Lion Type 
CATALOGUE. 
2816. AE, 6.8g, 23mm. 


445 


AM. Shastri, 1992, Ш .А-В/ courtesy E. Raren) 
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Obv: Brihmi legend 1 rahi 
Rev: Lion to right 
(LM. Nbastri 1992 UBI courtesy E.Raren 3.12) 


Vrddhi/ Bull Type 
CATALOGUE. 
2817. AE, 8.10g, 27mm. 


Obv: Brihmi legend I 828 
Rev: Bull to right 
шт 1992, IC; 


2818. AE, 0.44g, 10mm 


Obv: Brahmi legend /J2)32 Ur 
Rey: Bull seated to right 


(PP. Kat 2001-2: 71, каб) 


Anepigraphic Types 


Apart from the inscribed coins a number of 
ancpigraphic types have been attributed to the 
Vákipakas (Kulkarni, 2001-2: 72.75, republishing 
coins illustrated first by AM. Shastri, 1992: 285.294), 
"They characteristically show a seated l 
and an intervowen double loop symbol on reverse. 
on the coin of 


"The double-loop device appears als 
Prithiviscna and its repeated use su 


ests a dynastic 


meaning, 
CATALOGUE 
2819. AE, c.0.2-0.8g, 9mm. 


АШ seated to left 


Rev: Dynastic double-loop emblem 
(Kulkarni: 2001-2, А72, nat. 7.12) 


2820. LEAD, 1.0g 


Obv: Bull seated (or lion standing?) to left 
Rev: Dynastic double-loop emblem 
(Courtesy Sachin Misar) 


2821. AE, c.1.7g, 15mm 


[o 


Obv: Bull seated to right 
Rev: Dynastic double-Ioop emblem 
(Kulkarni: 2001-2, p.73. na. 13.15) 


2822. AE, 1.03g 


Obv: Bull seated to right, circular border 
Rev: Dynastic d, 


2823. LEAD, 0.96g 


ӨӨ 


Olw: Bull seated to night 
Rev: Dynastic double loop emblem 
(Courter, Bombay a 


. LEAD, 1.01g, 12mm 


Ом: Boar to nght 
Rev: Dynastie double loop emblem 
(Coartesy Bombay eanctien O18 304) 


28 


E 


2825. AE, 0.42, 10x9mm. 


ү: тшм 
Dynastic double-loop emble 
(Kulkarni er 


2826. LEAD 


Ov: булшш 
Rev: Dynastic double-loop symbol 


(Courtesy Rajesh T.S, Nair) 


Banavasi Region Issues 
Vakataka Influence/Control 


A series of trident type lead coins have recently been 
disscussed as possible Vakitaka issues in some 
internet groups. Reasons for this attribution arc the 
legends which, though being different, appear to have 
a certain relationship to the dh coins. The conjoint 
lener on the here discussed specimens is not 
unambiguous and could be read as Bane or- if the 
square box was taken as nu as Idm This sounds 
similar to Vpddhi / Vriddbab but the letters are not box- 
shaped and the typolog different. 

Particularly the prominent use of the trident or 
trident-parain reminds of the series of small lead and 
copper bull types from Banavasi region (see coins 2107 
ff. ‘These coins were issued after the Ananda and 
before the Kadamba rule (which latter started at 345 
CH) that is between about 300 to 350 CE. The Saivite 
faith of the issuers of these bull type coins appears to 
be indicated by a prominently placed trident which is 
frequently associated with the bull and on several types 
a trident is also depicted on the reverse, Other reverse 
design elements of the series are bow&arrow, tree and 
hill, The legends on the inscribed specimens 
(Dhamamabarajasa Vinhu-Ruda-Badbanandasa 
Sutakanisa) express a most unusual statement of 
sympathy for Visnu, Siva and Buddha without 
favouring any of them suggesting that the cults of 
Уди and Siva as the established and most influential 
figures of Hinduism were apparently tolerated and 
patronized by the rulers of the region together with 
the increasingly important Buddha cult- even if the 
f. the coins suggests a personal preference 
"Thus the religious policy practiced 
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by the local rulers of the Banavasi region corresponds 
exactly to that of the Vakifaka kings. After all they 
were contemporaries and just during this period of the 
th century the western Vakitakas extended their 
influence to northern Karnataka- be it direct control 
or feudalistic dependency. 


CATALOGUE 
2827. LEAD, 1.03g 


Об: Trident-on-square pedestal 
Rev: Threcarched hill above river 
(Courtesy meet Lomate) 


2828. LEAD 


Obv: Legend Bde or Vira, trident-on-pedestal on 


right 
Rev: Three-arched hill above river 
(Seen in trade) 


2829. LEAD, 0.9g 


Obv: Legend Bdn or Í dni, railed trident right 
Rev: Threc-arched hill above river 
(Courtesy Gautam Jantakal) 


Obv: Legend Bdra or ldr 
Rev: "Trident-on-pedestal 
(Seen in trade) 
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2831. LEAD 


Rev: Trident on squ: 
(Courtesy Rajesh 


Obv: (Lotus) flower, circular border 
Rev: Legend Bara or Idra, circular border 
(Courtesy Rajesh T.S.Nair) 


2833. LEAD, 1.40g 


Obv: Bull seated to right, dotted border 
Rev: Trident-on-hill, dotted border 
(Courtesy Amet Lomate) 


Obv: Bull seated right, dotted border 
Rev: Trident-on-pedestal 
(Courtesy Rajesh 


Possible Vakataka Lion Type 


Nair) 


The sttribution of this unique type from the 
Yogeshwar Puri collection can be discussed but 
typological features such as the reverse chakra and the 
peculiar loop of the lion's tail could possibly point to 
the Vakitakas. I'm grateful to Harry Falk for 
proposing the reading fr Jagatahala which he 
translated as illuminator of the world!’ 


Obv: Lion to right, its tail raised forming a loop 
Rev: Brahmi legend arranged around a centrally 
placed chakra reading Srî Jagatahata 
(Courtesy Yogeshwar Puri) 
Unique Narasimha type 

The findspot of this iconographically important coin 
from the collection of Naresh Chamedia is Akola 
district of Maharashtra. The style of the bull in a 
square dotted frame is very close to Kshatrapa 
prototypes, whereas the reverse depicts the first image 
of Narasimha on an ancient Indian coin. At the ritual 
center of the eastern Väki at Ramtek bill in 
Nagpur district of Maharashtra (sce Hans T. Bakker, 
1989: 467-496), two temples were dedicated to 
Narasimha, the so-called Rudra-Narasimha temple 
and the Kevala-Narasimha temple. Both were built 
during the Sth century and I think this coin belongs to 
the same dynasty and the same period. When 
Rudrasena II had died after a brief rule his wife 
Prabhavatigupta seems to have built the first of the 
two Narasimha temples, the Rudra-Narasimha temple, 
in memory of her deceased husband. He was a aiva 
while Prabhavatigup Vaisqnava, Hans Bakker 
has argued that if there was an ar of Vigqu 
showing certain aspects of Siva this would most likely 
be Narasimha. 


Fig. 13: Seated Narasimha in 5th century 
Rudra-Narasimha Temple at Ramtek, Nagpur. 


"Thus, in a way, 
elem 
Prabhav 


combining Vaisnnavite and 
nis Narasimha 


atigupta's first choi, 


е 
might have been 


when building a temple 
dedicated to her personal god and at the same time 


honoring the memory and the religion of her deceased 
husband. ‘This coin with Siva's bull on the obverse and 
Narasimha on the reverse combines this idea in a 
perfect way. 


CATALOGUE 


2836. AE, Sth century CE 


Obv: Kshatrapa styled bull to left in square dotted 
frame 

Rev: Two-armed Kevala Narasimha seated, conch 
and chakra above, square dotted frame 
(Courtesy Naresh Chamedia] ex Akola district) 


— 
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The Pallavas 


LS ae 
Lion-owfshgerchaka — à 7 
— 
INSCRIBED PALLAVA POTIN 
COINS 
Coin legend Cha-la-ci-tta 
Coin legend Cu-li 
Coin legend Da-ndi-kka-la 
Coin legend Da-rpa-vi-sa 
Coin legend Ka-da-mpi-du-ku 
Coin legend Ka-ta-va 
Coin legend La-ksi-ta 
Coin legend La-Il-tañ-ku-ra 
Coin legend La-ma-ka 
Coin legend Ma-ha-mé-gha 
Coin legend Ma-ma-la 
Coin legend Ma-ma-ya 
Coin legend Nak-hi-Ka-mu-tri-ka. 
Coin legend Pa-ka-pa-ka-u 
Coin legend Pa-ka-pi-u-ku 


Coin legend Vicdhi _ 
Bull/Tiger-bow-fish h 


THE PALLAVA HISTORY 


At the end of the 2nd 
influence in the Deccan was on the decline amd in tha 
carly 3rd century CH the Iksvákus had brought ha s 
parts of south-eastern Deccan in modern Andha 
Pradesh under their control ‘Their sphere of ишсен 
now stretched southwards as faras the modern Madras 
region in the north-eastern corner of "Тапты 
There is no evidence for the exact start of Pallava 
rule but it seems that they established their kingdom 
during the 3rd century as contemporaries of the 
Iksvikus who were their northern neighbours The 
r region in north-eastern Tamilnadu was the 
heartland of the Pallas with the capital at 
Kañchipuram and the most important port at 
Mahabalipuram, The realm of the early Pallavas was 
confined to the lands between the Palit region in the 
south and the river Кууда in the north. Only in the 6th 
century the Pallavas were able to conquer larger parts 
of Tamilnadu. Ancient documents, such as stone 
inscriptions and copper plates (sce R. Krishnamurthy, 
2004: 10-11), mention а number of Pallava kings, the 
earliest apparently a certain Simhavarman who ruled at 
the end of the 3rd century: There may be predecessors 
of whom nothing is reported in the available 
documents. 


century 


Sitavihana 


Pallava influence stretching northwards 
as far as the river Krigna region 


In the Allahabad inscription of the Gupta emperor 
Samudragupta (c 335- 380 CE), probably engraved at 
about 345 CE, king Hastivarman of Verigi and king 
Visnugopa of Кайсһї are mentioned (Mitchiner, 1998, 
pt.1: 102). Hastivarman is known as a Silankayana and 
Visnugopa as a Pallava ruler. At this time Iksvaku rule 
had ended and the Pallavas had extended their 
influence northwards into the coastal regions of 
Andhra Pradesh; this is supported by the turning up of 
Pallava copper plates recording land grants as far north 
as the river Krisn region. The Pallavas even succeeded 
to bring the Verigi region, north of the Krisni, under 
their control which had been ruled by the Salankáyanas. 
from the 2nd to the 4th century CE. 

A mutual Pallava-Visnukundin influence is 
reflected in the fact that certain coins of the Pallavas 
bear the Visnukundin lion. The concerned Pallava lion 
potin coins are compact specimens of about 6-7g 
weight; they have the lion to right facing a sword-like 
object while the reverse depicts a conch in rayed 
border (Krishnamurthy, 2004: coins 223-224 and 226). 
Another potin coin (Krishnamurthy, 2004: coin 221) 
shows a lion to right on obverse and a swastika on 
reverse, the swastika being a widely used Pallava reverse 
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design. Some very interesting potin coins 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004: coin 225) combine lion, bow 
and fish, ie, the emblems of the Cholas, Cheras and 
Pándyas; the reverse of this type has a whcel-like 
design. Krishnamurthy regards this as a 
commemorative or victory type celebrating important 
conquests of the Pallavas in the late 6th century CE. 

During the late th century the Pallava ruler 
Simbavisnu (1), son of Simhavarman, invaded deeply 
southwards into Tamilnadu up to the river Kaveri. The 
Kasakkudi plates tell us that Simhavisnu defeated the 
alabhras (Krishnamurthy 2004: 15). It is widely 
assumed (Mitchiner 1998, pt.2: 97) that the Kalabhras 
were defeated by the combined forces of Pallavas and 
resurgent Pandyas but origin, dynastic details and 
actual historical importance of these people are 
completely unclear. The dominant powers of southern 
India at this time were the Pallavas under Simhavisnu, 
the newly established second empire of the Pándyas 
of Madurai and the Chalukyas under Pulakesin 11. The 
central parts of Tamilnadu, the Койди plain and the 
upper Kaveri basin, were now ruled by the Сайра». 

The Chalukyas were a constant threat for the 
northern part of the Pallava realm. Under Pulakesin П 
the coastal regions of Andhra Pradesh, until then in 
Pallava possession, were included into the Chalukya 
kingdom as indicated by an inscription of Pulal 
dated in 616 from Marutüru in Guntur district 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004: 16). Mahendravarman І, long- 
reigning successor of Simhavisnu greatly promoted 
arts and architectural activities and under him the 
building of the famous Pallava rock-cut cave temples 
was initiated, His son Narasimhavarman 1, ruling. 
around the middle of the 7th century, faced a northern 
attack by the Chálukya king Pulakesin ll. 
Narasimhavarman was victorious and even succeeded 
to occupy the Chilukya capital Badami (Vatapi) during 
the years 642- 655. In 655 the Pallava occupation of 
Badami ended and Narasimhavarman was repelled by 
Vikramaditya I, a son of Pulakesin Il, who 
reconquered the Nellore-Kurnool district. 

Naval expeditions to Sri Lanka in order to support 
the Sri Lankan prince Manavarma, ally of the Pallavas 
against Pulakesin II, are further details of the reign of 
Narasimhavarman 1 from the Kasikkudi plates 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004: 18). The Pallava history of the 
8th/9th century is characterized by repeated conflicts 
with the Chalukyas, Pándyas and Rashtrakdtas. The 
Cholas, who seem to have been subordinates of the 
Pallavas for a long time, restrenghtened in the face of 
the declining power of the Pallava kings and seized 
Pallava territories in the late 9th century. 

Pallava coinage was not continued until the 
dynasty's end. Coin production ceased, like elsewhere 
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in Tamilnadu and Kerala, at about the late 7th century 
and was only revived with the rise of the Cholas in the 
10th century (Mitchiner 1998, pt. 2: 130). 

The Pallava coin design par excellence is a humped 
bull with carefully worked out details of the animal's 
head and feet and deeply drooping skin folds at the 
animal's throat and breast. This depiction of the bull 
reflects the artistically advanced Pallava style in 
contrast to the early style with a more compact and less 
elegant depiction of the bull on the pre-5th century 
potin issues or on the uniface lead coins of the 3rd 
century. 

Whereas the bull is the characteristic obverse 
design of most Pallava coins, the reverse design shows 
many varieties among which conch, swastika and chakra 
are the most important. Other Pallava reverse 
depictions represent a vessel-like object with a kind of 
handle, a tree, a Jrinatsa, a lotus flower, geometrical or 
flower-like designs, an umbrella or parasol, crossed 
flags or the depiction of one ог two fish. Extremely 
rare reverse devices on Pallava coins are tiger, boar, 
elephant and turtle. A few uniface types with no 
reverse design at all exist as well. In most cases the bull 
is standing to right with different combinations of 
small additional symbols above the bull such as rita, 
crescent, star, conch ora wavy line. 

My special thanks concerning this chapter go to 
Ramasubbu Krishnamurthy and Raman Sankaran for 
their generous help in sharing information and images 
of Pallava coins from their publications and 
collections. 


THE EARLY PALLAVA 
Lead Coins (3rd century CE) 


A series of small uniface bull type lead coins was found 
іп post-Satavahana layers at the excavations of 
Kafichipuram, undertaken by the Archaeological Survey 
of India in 1962; these coins were regarded as 3rd 
century Pallava coins. According to Mitchiner (1998, 
pt. 2: 104) the issue of Pallava lead coins ceased at 
about 300 CE: “By around AD 306 the use of lead had 
been abandoned. The reason for suggesting this is that 
when the Pallavas occupied former Iksvaku lands and 
began issuing ship type coins for southeastern Andhra, 
all those coins were made in copper-base alloys.” 
Nevertheless a few obviously earlier ship type coins in 
lead have been issued by the Pallavas; they follow 
Sitavahana coins of Vasisthiputra Sri Satakarni and Sri 
Yajña Satakarni. 

Krishnamurthy (2004: coin 13) published another 
early Pallava lead coin from his collection with the 


Pallava bull to right on obverse and a tree-like device, 
described as a sprout with a vessel atits side on reverse, 
Whereas the uniface lead coins from the Kañchipuram 
excavations are small and light, comparable to the 
Tksvaku lead coins, these new types are larger with an 
average weight of 5-6g. Another Pallava lead type from 

urthy's collection (2004: coin 219) depicts а 


Krishnami 
lion to left on obverse and a tree or sprout and a pot- 


like object on reverse. All these Pallava lead types are 
of the carly 
century CE. 


Ship Type (3rd century CE) 


post- Sätavāhana period, ie. the 3rd 


Obv: Lion to left 

Rev: Ship with two masts 
(Courtesy R. Krishnamurthy, 2004, p47/ from 
Ghanfasala in district Krisnd/ has been discussed as a 
possible Salankayana issue by 1.K.Sarma 2000: 186) 


2838. LEAD 


Obv: Bull to right 

Rev: Single-masted ship 
(Courtesy R. Krishnamurthy, 2004, то. 11 [cx Arani, 
N. Arcot district, Raman Sankaran collection) 


Bull Types (3rd century CE) 
Uniface Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
2839. LEAD, 18.77g, 28mm 


Obv: Bull to right 
Rev: Blank 


(Courtesy Bombay auction 1041-37) 
2840. LEAD, 19.75g 


Obv: Bull to left 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


2841. LEAD, 7.15g, 17mm 


Obv: Bull to right 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy R. Krishnamurthy, 2004, na 2/e< Karur) 


2842. LEAD, 1.78g, 16mm 


Ob: Bull to right, /riratia and two dots above 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy R. Krishnamurthey, 2004, no.12/ ex 
Kanchipuram excavations from post- Satavihana 
layers) 
Bull/Tree Types 
CATALOGUE 
2843. LEAD, 5.65g, 17mm 


Obv: Bull to right, dotted border 
Rev: Railed tree, vessel () on right 
(Courtesy R. Krishnamurthy, 2004, no.3] ex Karur) 
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Obv: Bull to right facing flagpole (9) 
Rev: Railed tree, vessel @) on left 
(Courtesy R. Krishnamurthy, 2004, па.8/ ex Karur) 


Bull/Vessel Type 
CATALOGUE 
2845. LEAD 


Obv: Bull to right 
Rev: Void circle with handle-like attachment 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


Lion Type (3rd century CE) 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Lion to right, circular border 
Rev: Tree rising from circular base 
(Courtesy R. Krishnamurthy, 2004, na. 219) 


---0000000- 


Copper Coins 
Elephant Type (ca.300 CE) 


Pallava coins with clephant depiction are very rare. 
Only two types have been published so far. The square 
one has a legend which Krishnamurthy read as Cimma 
thinking these letters could be the initials of 
Chimmavarman or Simhavarman 1 whose rule has 
been dated to about 300 CE. The round type is later; it 
is typologically linked to the bull type coins with wavy 
lines and symbols above and possibly preceeded them. 
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CATALOGUE 
2847. AE alloy, legend Cim-ma, 


Obv: Bull to left, tree on right, legend Cimma 
Rev: Elephant to right, railed tree on right 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, appendix no.1) 


2848. AE alloy 


Obv: Bull right, wavy line above, dotted border 
Rev: Elephant right, circular border 
(Seetharaman & Sankaran, 2002, na.52/ courtesy 
Raman Sankaran) 


Lion Type (c.300 CE) 


Mitchiner (1998, pt. Il: 136, по307) listed this 
lion/tree type as а 10th century issue of Ceylon. 
Krishnamurthy (2004: 178, appendix II coins 2-4) saw 
it as an early Pallava coin. Typologically it appears 
indeed closely related to the carly Pallava bull /tree type 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, no. 22) catalogued below. 


CATALOGUE 
2849. AE, 4.82g, 22mm 


Obv: Lion to right with raised foot 

Rev: Tree in pot 
(Krishnamurthy 2004, appendix Il, coin 24] 
courtesy Bombay auction 1081) 


Bull Type of Early Pallava Style 
(4th century CE) 


In contrast to the later, artistically advanced Pallava 
style the depiction of the bull on the earlier issues is 


less detailed and more compact like on the lead coins, 
Whereas the latter can be dated to the 3rd century 
these carly copper and potin coins may have heen 
struck during the 4th century СЕ, Some of these coins 
are unifacely struck. The bifaced types show a ship, a 
tree or а void vessel-like object with a handle-like 


attachment. 
Uniface Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 

2850. AE, 2.77g, 20mm 


Obv: Bull to right, dotted border 
Rev: Blank 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, no.14) 


2851. AE, 3.48g, 21mm 


Obv: Bull to right, dotted border 
Rev: Blank @) 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, ne.21 / courtesy Bombay 
auction 10#1-3) 


2852. AE alloy 


Obv: Bull to right, crescent and лана above, 
dotted border 

Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


2853. AE alloy, 4.25g, 22mm 


Obi: Bull to right, зна, c 


above, dotted border 
Rev: Blank 

(Krishnamurthy, 2004, 

auction 1004145) 


2854. AE alloy 


Tescent and wavy line 


» 70.50 courtesy Bombay 


Bull to right, йай, 

Rev: Blank @) 
(Krishnamurthy, 
Sankaran) 


Bull/Vessel Type 


dotted border 


2004, по.31/ courtesy Raman 


‘The identification of the void circul; 
object with handle-like attachment as a v 
done in view of the mythical origin of the Рај 
“We know that the genealogy mentioned in the Pullür 
plates of Nandivarman Il begins with Drona, a 
brahma-kshat who is said to have bcen born in a 
vessel called Drona’ (Krishnamurthy, 2004: 46). 


CATALOGUE 
2855. AE, c.4g 


or rectangular 
essel has been 


Obv: Bull to right, dotted border 

Rev: Void circular ‘vessel’ with roundish handle 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, no.16/ courtesy Raman 
Sankaran) 


2856. AE 


Obv: Bull to right, dotted border 
Rev: Similar, handle attached in the middle 
(Courtesy Jain Hemanth Kumar) 
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2857. AE alloy 


Obv: Bull to right, dotted border 
Rev: Void rectangular ‘vessel’ with square handle 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


2858. AE alloy 


Obv: Bull to right facing 
Rev: Part of circular "vessel" 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


2859. AE alloy 


vole (2) 


Obv: Bull to right, frinalsa and crescent above, 
dotted border 

Rev: Part of ,vessel' with handle 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 8#94) 


Bull/Void Cross Type 
CATALOGUE 
2860. AE alloy, bull/void cross type, 4.57g 


Obv: Bull to right, srinatsa above, dotted border 
Rev: Void cross 

(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 

aus 248610) 
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Bull/Trce Type 
CATALOGUE 

2861. AE, 2.20g, 17mm 


Obv: Bull to right, dotted border 
Rev: Railed tree 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, no, 22) 


2862. AE, 2.50g, 20mm 


Obv: Bull to right, dotted border 
Rev: Tree or sprouts according toKrishnamurthy 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, na 21) 


2863. AE alloy, 5.02g, 20mm 


Obv: Bull to right, sinatra and star above, dotted 
border 

Rev: ‘Traces of tree 
(Krishnamurthy 2004, no. 47) 


Bull/Ship Type 


The ship was a coin design which had already been 
used by the Sátavihana kings Vasisthiputra Sri 
Satakarni and Śri Yajüa Satakarni in coastal Andhra 
Pradesh. While on the Pallava lead types a single 
masted ship is depicted it has always two masts on the 
copper coins, i.e. the same way as itis depicted on the 
Sütavàhana issues, 


CATALOGUE 
2864. AE, 3.05g, 20mm 


Obv: Bull to right, dotted border 
Rev: Ship with two masts, dotted border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy 2004, 00.25) 


2865. AE, 3.18g, 20mm 


Obv: Bull to right, crescent and érivatsa above 
Rev. Ship with two masts 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, no.35/ Prinsep collection, 
BM/ drawing courtesy R. Krishnamurthy) 


2866. AE, 2.80g, 20mm 


5 2 


Obv: Symbols above the bull change sides 

Rev: Ship above waves 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, na.36/ Sir Walter Elliot 
collection, BM/ drawing courtesy R. Krishnamurthy) 


2867. AE alloy, 3.17g, 21mm 


Obv: Bull right, star and srivatsa above 
Rev: Ship(?) 
(Krishnamurthy 2004, no. 48) 


2868. AE alloy, 4.02g, 20mm 


Obv: Bull right, star and nasa above 
Rev: Wavy lines 
(Krishnamurthy 2004, no40/ Bombay ana. 1081) 


Copper Bull Types of Later Pallava Style 
(5th/6th Century СЕ) 


It is a flowing transition with some overlaps from the 
early to the later Pallava style as it is reflected on the 
coins. The later style of the Sth-7th century is more 
refined with carefully worked out details of the bull's 
head and feet and deeply drooping skin folds at the 
animal's throat and breast. A symbol arrangement 
consisting of йана, conch, crescent and a wavy line is 
now placed above the bull. This row of symbols will be 


replaced by a legend on the inscribed types of the late 
6th and 7th century. 


Bull/Chakra Type 
(Simhavarman II, с.436-470 CE) 


Narasimhavarman 1 was victorious in his conflict with 
the Chálukya king Pulakesin П and even succeeded to 
occupy the Chilukya capital Badami (Vatapi) during 
the years between 642- 655, Mitchiner (1998, pt. 2: 
108) regarded some Pallava coins as having been issued 
at Badami during the time of Pallava occupation of the 
region. The concerned coins have the ususal Pallava 
styled bull to right with three small additional symbols 
above on obverse and а chakra-like dotted circle from 
which are radiating arrow-shaped rays on the reverse. 
One of the two coins illustrated by Mitchiner (1998, 
pt. 2: coin 261) is from the “Dhopate collection ех 
Badami coppersmith”. This provenance may have 
been the reason to regard the type as having originated 
from Badami but provenances from Tirukoviloor and 
Karur for the respective coins in Krishnamurthy's 
catalogue (2004: 63-4) do not support such an origin. 
As explained below Krishnamurthy regards these 
coins as issues of Simhavarman Il because of the 
symbol arrangement on obverse which they share with 
the srivatsa, conch and swastika reverse types. 


CATALOGUE 
2869. AE-tin, 4.07g, 21mm 


Obv: Bull to right, ўйиб, conch, crescent and wavy 
line above, dotted border 

Rev: Large sun-like chakra 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, na 57) 
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2870. AE-tin 


Obv: Bull to right, same symbols above 
Rev: Small sun-like chakra 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, appendix coin 8) 


2871. AE-tin, 0.90g, 12mm 


Obv: Bull to right, jrinatia, conch, crescent and wavy 
line 

Rev: Chakra with decorative crescent border 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, 0.215 / courtesy Bombay 
auction 8491) 


2872. AE-tin, 0.39g, 10mm 


Obv: Bull to right in circle, stylised йана, conch 
and crescent above, dotted border 


Rev: Chakra 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 13485) 
2873. AE-tin, 5.40g 


Obv: Bull to right, same symbols above 
Rev: Chakra with decorative crescent border 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


2874. AE-tin 
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Obv: Bull to right, wavy line, conch, srinafsa and 
crescent 

Rev; Chakra (wheel) with rayed border 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


Bull types With Diverse Reverse Devices: 
Swastika, Conch, śrivatsa and Flagmast 
(Simhavarman II, c. 436-470 CE) 


"The obverse of these types is always a bull which in 
es is standing to the right, Most frequently 
n is the conch reverse which is depicted in different 
varieties and sizes, ‘The musika type is less common, 
the bold #йшба reverse type quite scarce and the 
flagmast extremely rai 

Like the bull/chakra type these coins share the 
same symbol arrangement above the bull ta, 
conch and crescent placed from left to right above a 
wavy line. Krishnamurthy (2004: 105-6) noticed the 
occurrence of а similar symbol arrangement on а seal 
of Simhavarman I1 (c. 436-470) which was found in 
that king's Vilavati grant in Nellore district, now 
ed in the Government Muscum, Chennai. 
ig the typological correlation as chronological 
marker Krishnamurthy regards the coins with the 
concerned symbol arrangement on obverse as issues 
of Simhavarman 11. 


most са 


Bull/Srivatsa Type 
CATALOGUE 
2875. AE-tin, 4.11g, 21mm. 


Obv: Bull to right, rata, conch, crescent and wavy 
line above, dotted border 

Rev: Large rinata, circular border 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, na. 64) 


2876. AE-tin, 2.63g, 21mm 


Obv: Bull to left, symbols above 

Rev: Large srivatsa, circular border 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, na.69/ courtesy Bombay 
auction 10847) 


Bull/Swastika Type 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Bull to right, ўи, conch, crescent and wavy 
line 

Rev: Swastika, circular border 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, no, 70) 


2878. AE-tin 


Ом: Larger bull, same symbols above 
Rev: Swastika, circular border 
(Courtesy Jain Hemanth Kumar) 


2879. AE-tin 


Obv: Bull to left, same symbols above 

Rev: Swastika, circular border 
(Seetharaman & Sankaran, 2002, па. 101/ courtesy 
Raman Sankaran) 


Bull/Conch Type 
CATALOGUE 
80. AE-tin 


Ob 


v: Bull to right, jrinafia, conch, crescent and wavy 
linc, club in front of bull 

Rev: Conch, circular border 

(Krishnamurthy, 2004, na.120) 


2881. AE-tin, 3.55g 
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2886. AE-tin, 2.84g, 19mm 


Obv: Bull to right, same symbols above 
Rev: Larger conch, circular border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 5853) 


2882. AE-tin 


Obv: 
Rev: 


2883. AE-tin 


Obv: Bull of different style, same symbols 
Rev: Small conch, circular border 


2884. AE-tin, 3.48g, 21mm 


Obv: Bull to right, same symbols above 
Rev: Conch, border with arch-like decorations 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, na.207) 


2885. AE-tin, 5.70g, 19mm 


Obv: Bull to right, same symbols above 
Rev: Conch, rayed border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, na 208) 


Obv: Bull to left, same symbols above 
Rev: Conch, circular border 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004. na. 118) 


Bull/Flagmast Type 
CATALOGUE 
2887. AE-tin, 3.48g, 21mm 


Obv: Bull to right, frina/se, conch, crescent and wavy 
line 

Rev: Flag-mast with flying ribbons 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, na.218/ courtesy Bombay 
auction 108141) 


Lion Types Pre-Mahendravarman 


The chronological attribution has been done on 
typological grounds: particularly the beaded or 
pelleted border on obverse without continuous 
Circular border suggests a pre-Mahendravarman 
period for the lion/svustika type. A possible issuer is 
Simhavarman 11 (550-570). 

The rayed reverse border on the lion/conch coins 
may have been issued just before the accession of 
Mahendravarman 1 according to Krishnamurthy 
(2004: 113). The type, which depicts a large lion 
dominating the small emblems of Cheras, Pandyas and 
Cholas, is regarded as a commemorative coin 
celebrating some kind of Pallava victory over the 
southern rivals; Krishnamurthy (2004: 115) attributes 
itto Simhavishnu. 


Lion/Swastika Type 
CATALOGUE 
2888. AE-tin alloy, 1.15g, 18mm. 
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Oy: Lion to right facing sword, dotted border 


Rev: Susika 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, no. 220) 


Lion/Conch Type 

CATALOGUE 

2889. AE-tin, 6.20g, 21mm 
GANS 


(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, m. 222) 
2890. AE-tin, 5.10g, 21mm 


Obv: Lion to right, belt-like device on its neck, 
sword-like device in front of the lion 
Rev: Conch, circular rayed border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, no, 223) 


2891. AE-tin, 6.90g, 2Imm 


Obv: Lion to right, uncertain device below, circular 
dotted border 

Rev: Conch, rayed border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, na. 224) 


Tiger/Chakra Type 


Lion-Bow-! 
CATALOGUE 
2892. AE-tin, 3.20g, 16mm 


CNN 


Obv: Lion to left, bow on left, fish on right, tiger 
below, trident above 

Rev: Chakra 
(Courtesy Krishnamurtly, 2004, na. 225) 


Obv: Same with clear trident 

Rev; Chakra, decorated border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, no.278/ regarded as 
an issue of Narasimbavarman ] by Krishnanurtly) 


Diverse Later Anepigraphic Type 
Bull/Heart-shaped Symbol Type 
CATALOGUE 
2894, POTIN 


Obv: Bull to left, circular border 
Rev: Heart-shaped symbol, circular border 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran, 2002, no.55) 


Bull/Temple Type 
CATALOGUE 
2895. POTIN, 0.9g 


Obv: Bull to left, trident above, circular border 
Rev: Temple, decorated border 
(Raman Sankaran, 2002, na, 119/ courtesy Bombay 
auction 3881) j 


2896. POTIN, 0.47g 


Obv: Bull to right, crescent above, dotted border 
Rey: Temple, decorated border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 2858) 


Uniface Deer Type 
CATALOGUE 
2897. POTIN, 0.98g 


Obv: Deer to left, rayed border 
Rev: Blank 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 68120) 


‘Two Fish Type 
CATALOGUE 
2898. POTIN, 1.93g, 12mm 


Obv: Two fish, rayed border 
Rev: Pattern of dots 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sabadev) 


---0000000----------- 


Inscribed Pallava Coins 
Mahendravarman I 
(580-630 CE), 
Narasimhavarman I 
(630-668 CE) and successors 


Whereas the majority of Pallava coins arc 
anepigraphic, several types have legends in Pallava- 
Grantha script. This archaic and ornamental script 
variety developed from Brühmi and was used in 
‘Tamilnadu for writing the Sanskrit language. The coin 
legends are not alvays unambiguous; the wide swung 
characters bear decorative clongations and frequently 
more than onc interpretation is possible. Thus in many 
cases the reading is difficult, the more so as specimens 
with well struck and complete legends are rarcly 
encountered. 

Most of these inscribed specimens cannot be 
attributed to particular rulers; sometimes they can be 


ThePallavas 461 


interpreted as birudas of known Pallava kings, for 
example in the case of the legend pakipitukn 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004: coins 237-241). This legend is 
known from certain cave-temple inscriptions as a 
biruda of Mahendravarman I whose reign is assumed 
from 580- 630; no earlier inscribed Pallava types can be 
identified with certainty. Another of the about 130 
different birudas of Mahendravarman, found from his 
stone inscriptions, had been /aksifa (Krishnamurthy, 
2004: coins 231-236). 

The following legends appear on the coins of 
Krishnamurthy's catalogue listed as probable issues of 
Mahendravarman I: pa£ápituEn, laksita, vampu, udati or 
udduti, daudikkalla, tivir, curmbu, culi, mamaya, 
darppavisa, suki, sakala-bhajana, mabimegha, lalitaikura, 
naibibámutrika, eru, farabba and vidhi. There are further 
types with the legends si-bhara and лій, which 
Krishnamurthy (2004: coins 280-286) attributes to 
Narasimhavarman I (630-668 CE). Arumuga 
Seetharaman and Raman Sankaran published another 
significant work on Pallava coins; this Tamil written 
book appeared in 2002 and presents a large selection 
of the inscribed types. At this point once again 
heartfelt thanks to Ramasubbu Krishnamurthy and 
Raman Sankaran who provided many important 
images of the inscribed coins for this publication, 


Coin Legend Cha-la-ci-tta 


Raman Sankaran and Arumuga Scetharaman were the 
first to publish this coin legend in 'Studies in South 
Indian Coins’, vol. XXIII, Ch.9. 


CATALOGUE 
2899. POTIN, 0.94g, 13 mm 


wa ANa 


Obv: Bull to right, legend cha-la-chi-tt circular 
dotted border 

Rev: Drum with criss-cross pattern, flanked by 
lamps, circular border decorated with 
crescents 
(RSankaran ©» /A.Seetharaman, Studies in South 
India Coins, vol. XXIII, ch.9) 


Coin Legend Cr-Ji 


Krishnamurthy (2004: 145, nos. 254-257) published 
some chakra type coins for which he proposed a e/i 
legend. This legend is seen among the inscriptions at 
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‘Tiruchirapalli and Pallavaram caves. lt is somewhat 
difficult to comprehend this reading on the illustrated 


coin images. 
CATALOGUE 
2900, POTIN, 2.30g, 15mm 


Bull to right, legend, dotted border 
Chakra, decorated border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, по. 255) 


Coin legend а-аа * Ë Í © 


According to Lockwood and Bhat (2001: 205) the 
legend de-p-di-Eka-llais also seen on some Pallavaram 
cave inscriptions. The meaning of the word is 
someone who wields a stick or sceptre. 


CATALOGUE 
2901. POTIN 


Obv: Bull to right, legend бера, circular 
border with another border of dots around 

Rev: Flower vase, crescent-decorated border 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, na 248] courtesy Raman 
Sankaran) 


Coin legend Da-rpa-vi-sa Ü 8 u 


Footnote 25 Krishnamurthy, 2004, p.159:" In Sanskrit, 
it means poison to (enemies) pride. Lockwood & Bhat, 
2001, p.218." This legend also occurs on inscriptions 
of Pallavaram cave (Lockwood & Bhat, 2001: 205). 


CATALOGUE 
2902. POTIN 


Obs: Bull to right, legend Da-rpa-riga, circular 
border, another border of dots around 

Rev: Umbrella-like device (parasol), rayed border 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004,n0.259/ courtesy Raman 
Sankaran) 


2903. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, possibly same legend 
Rev: Decorated parasol 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, appendix, no.21) 


Coin legend E-ru, E-sha, E-thi, Curmhu (2) 


There is disagreement about the correct reading of the 
legend on the crossed chamaras' (chamara= 
ceremonial fly-whisk) coins. 

Krishnamurthy (2004: n0.269) reads Eu referring 
to Lockwood and Bhat (2001: p.216) who explained it 
as" he who has the bull. “R. Nagaswamy read the same 
coin legend as Сайы апа C.A. Padmanabha Shastri as 
Esha. Raman Sankaran (2002: 23, no.15) proposed the 
reading Ebi. 

In addition to this type Krishnamurthy catalogued 
two other types with the crossed chamara design for 
which he proposed different legends: Curmilu for his 
туре 253 and Sarabba for his type 271-272. Judging 
from the illustrated images at least type 269 appears to 
be the same as type 253. 


Crossed Chamaras Type 
CATALOGUE 
2904. POTIN, 2.32g, 14mm. 


Obv: Bull to right, legend E-yw according to 
Krishnamurthy, circular border 

Rev: Crossed chamaras, crescent-border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, no.269) 


2905. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend E-i according to Raman 
Sankaran 


Rev: Crossed chamaras, decorated border 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran, 2002, no. 15) 


2906. POTIN, 2.08g 


Obv: Bull right, clearer legend E-thi 
Rev: Crossed chamaras, decorated border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 68124) 


2907. POTIN, 2.75g, 14mm 


Obv: Bull right, legend Curmbu according to 
Krishnamurthy 

Rev: Crossed chamaras, decorated border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, no. 253) 


2908. POTIN, 2.04g, 14mm 


Obv: Bull right, legend Sa-ra-bha according to 
Krishnamurthy 

Crossed chamaras, decorated border 

(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, no. 271 


Rev: 


Coin legend Ka-da-mpi-du-ku t Í Ë, í f 


"The boar type was first published by Krishnamurthy 
(2004: 156, 10.277) with an incomplete legend. Since 
then a few other specimens with better legends have 
surfaced, The boar, emblem of the Chalukyas, is 
exceptional for а Pallava coin. Krishnamurthy 
interprets it as celebrating a victory « 
Mahendravarman I over the Chalukyan king Pulakesin 
П being aware that the question, whether 
Mahendravarman was in direct conflict with Pulakesin 
I or not, isan open one. 

Usually the Pallava-Chälukyan conflict is assumed 
to have taken place under Mahendravarman's son and 
successor Narasimhavarman. 
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Boat Type 
CATALOGUE 
2909. POTIN 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Ka-da-mpi-dwku, circular 
border 

Rev: Boar to right, circular rayed border 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, na.27? [courtesy Jain 
Hemanth Kumar) 


Kalash Type 
CATALOGUE 
2910. POTIN, 1.45g 


s, border 


Obv: Bull right, legend Ka 
Rev: Decorative flower pot, decorated border 
(Courtesy Bombay 51) 


Chakra Type 
CATALOGUE 
2911. POTIN, 1.25g 


Obv: Bull right, legend Kada mpi dir Lx, 
Rev: Chakra in амай view flanked by lamps, 
decorative border 
(Courtesy Вотфы auction 648126) 
Coin Legend Ka-ta-va ЁС б 
"The coins with this legend show a large crescent on 
erse. The type was published by Seetharaman & 
Sankaran (2002, no.42). 
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CATALOGUE 
2912, PC 


a-ra, circular border 


Rev: Large crescent, circular border 
(Seetharaman c Sankaran, 2002, по, 42/ courtesy Raman 


Sankaran) 


Coin Legend La-kgi-ta 0 АЎ 4 


"This is another Juda of Mahendravarman 1 used in 
ave temple inscriptions at ‘Tiruchirapalli, 
Pallavaram and Mandagapattu (Krishna-murthy, 
200. The word means distinguished, auspicio 
authoritative (Krishnamurthy, 2004: 158), referring to 
M. Lockwood and A. Bhat (2 


CATALOGUE 
2913. POTIN 


rock. cut 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Lakshita, circular border 
with radiating rays 

Rev: Lotus, circular border with radiating rays 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, na. 234) 


POTIN 
а 


Obv: Bull right, legend La-kshi:ta, border 

Rev: Lotus, circular border with radiating rays 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, no. 234 / courtesy Raman 
Sankaran / drawing courtesy R. Krishnanurtly) 


Coin Legend La-Ji-tüi-ku-ra IA Ф + t 


"This legend is found among the Tiruchirapalli cave 
inscriptions. Inscriptions referto a cave constructed by 
the Pallava king Lajitinkura who is regarded as 
Mahendravarman 1 (Krishnamurthy, 2004: 159, 
footnote 37). g 


CATALOGUE 
2915. POTIN 
RR 


та, border 
vatsa flanked by lamps, decorated circular 


border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, no. 267) 


Obv: Bull right, legend 43 


Coin Legend La-ma-ka 


Known from a specimen of Manikandan Nehru 
private collection. The reverse depicts a simple cros 
ssign in circular border possibly representing a 


's 


four-spoked wheel. 
CATALOGUE 
2916, POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend La-ma-ka, circular border 
Rev: Cross-like design in decorated border 
(Courtesy Manikandan Мет) 


Coin legend Ma-ha-mé-gha Š Û ¥ W 


The legend has been proposed as Alahimüña by 
RNagaswamy (Krishnamurty, 2004: 150). The f 
available specimens have only the first part of the 
legend clearly inscribed. 


Wheel Type 
CATALOGUE 
2917. POTIN, ca.2g 


Obv: Bull right, legend part Ma-hé- circular border 
Rev: Four-spoked wheel, nandipada in cach 
quadrant, rayed border 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, no.266/ courtesy 
Krishnamurthy, 2004, appendix, coin 14) 


2918. POTIN, drum type, 0.36g 
а 


Obv: Bull right, legend Śri Maba,, circular border 


Rev: Square drum-like device flanked by lamps, 
rayed border 


(Courtesy Bombay Auction 2461) 
Lion Type 
CATALOGUE 
2919. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend Ma-me-gha (2), border 
Rev: Lion right, rayed border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, appendix 16) 


Coin legend Ma-ma-la 


Raman Sankaran read the legend on the deity-on-bull 
coins as Mamala, The concerned deity on bull suggests 
a Siva depiction. Another recently surfaced type with a 
bold conch on reverse appears to have the same 
Mamalalegend. 


Deity on Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
2920. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend Ma-ma-la, circular border 
Rev: Deity on bull, decorated circular border 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


2921. POTIN, 0.38g 
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Obv: Bull right, legend Ma-ma-la, circular border 
Rev: Deity on bull, decorated circular border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 684121) 


Conch Type 
CATALOGUE 
2922. POTIN, 0.95g 


Obv: Bull right, legend Ma-ma-la, circular border 
Rev: Conch, circular rayed border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 8#93) 


2923. POTIN, 0.81g, 14mm 
Sa. 


Obv: Bull right, legend Ma-ma-la, circular border 
Rev: Conch, circular rayed border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 13889) 


Coin legend Ma-ma-ya X 25 Чи 


R. Nagaswamy read this legend as Mamaya, ‘obviously a 
title of Mahendra’, He regarded it as a Prakrit form of 
Mabimayd, S. Rajavelu, Archacological Survey of 
India, Chennai, interpreted the 
possibly part of the tide Mabdmaghah, a title of 
Mahendravarman 1 (Krishnamurthy, 2004: 159, 
footnote 24). 


CATALOGUE 
2924. POTIN, 0.95g, 13mm. 


nd as Manca, 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Ma-ma-ya, circular 
decorated border 

Rev: Sun-in star, circular decorated border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, по. 258) 
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Coin legend Naihikdmutrika "4 3! 

A specimen with a partially preserved legend was 
published by Krishnamurthy (2004, 10.268) and one 
with a clear and complete legend by A. Seetharaman 
and Raman Sankaran (2002: 13, no.1). The reverse 
design of these coins is like a wheel on 
Krishnamurthy's coin and like a chakra in lateral view 
on Raman Sankaran's coin. 


Wheel Type 
CATALOGUE 
2925. POTIN, wheel type 


CATALOGUE 
2927. POTIN, 0.76g 


Bull to right, legend Paka, circular border 
Lotus blossom, rayed border 
(Raman Sankaran, 2002, no. 22/courtesy Bombay 


auction 1825) 
2928. AE alloy, 1.42g 


Obv: 
Rev: 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Марте 
Rev: Wheel-like device, гауса border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, no. 268) 


Chakra Type 
CATALOGUE 
2926. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend Nai-bi:ka-muctricka 
Rev: Chakra in axial view flanked by lamps, 
decorated border 
(Seetharaman & Sankaran, 2002, no.t/courtesy 
Raman Sankaran) 


Coin legend Pa-ka... eT 


Arumuga Scetharaman and Raman Sankaran (2002: 
28-29, 0522-23) published coins with the legend Paka 
depictinga lotus blossom in a decorated border. A type 
with royal umbrella reverse and legend Pakapi was 
recently offered in an auction. Other coins with a Paka 
and Pakadiku legend have a chakra in axial view flanked 
bylamps on reverse, 


Obv: Bull right, legend part Pa-ka- 
Rev: Chakra in axial view between lamps, 
border 


Legend Pakadiku (?) 
CATALOGUE 
2929. AE alloy, 2.30g 


Obv: Bull right, legend Pa-ka-di-ku, border 

Rev: Chakra in axial view between lamps, circular 
border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 68132) 

Legend Pa-ka-pi 

CATALOGUE 


2930. POTIN, 1.03g, 16mm 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Pu-ka-pi, border 
Rev: Royal umbrella, decorated border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 13887) 


Coin Legend Pa-ka-pa-ka-u¥ FY +Ñ 


A coin with this legend was published by 
Krishnamurthy (2004: 185, appendix coin 5) who 
explained itas indivisible and powerful’. 


CATALOGUE 
2931. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend Pa-ka:pa-ka-fu, border 
Rev: Building plan (2) flanked by lamps, border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, appendix, na.18) 


2932. POTIN, 2.41g 


Obv: Bull right, uncertain legend, decorated border 
Rev: Building plan flanked by lamps, border 
(Courtesy Manikandan Nebru) 


Coin Legend Pa-ka-pi-tu-ku¥ f Ü \ t 


This is also a biuda of Mahendravarman I found in the 
upper most cave temple Vallam-I which is located just 
a few kilometers from Chengleput town 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004: 138). The meaning of the word 
has been explained as ‘indivisible thunderbolt’ by 
Krishnamurthy (2004: 158) referring to Lockwood 
and Bhat (2001: 207). 


Conch Type 
CATALOGUE 
2933. POTIN, 1.53g, 15mm 


Obv: Bull to right, legend да-аа, circular 
border and another border of dots around 

Rev: Conch, circular border with radiating rays 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, na. 240) 
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Swastika Type 
CATALOGUE 
2934. POTIN, 2.52g, 17mm 


Obv: Bull right, legend рабар, border 
Rev: Swastika flanked by lamps or standards, 
circular border with radiating rays 

(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, no. 238) 


Chakra Type 
CATALOGUE 
2935. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend раділи н 

Rev: Chakra 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, na. 237] courtesy Raman 
Sankaran) 


2936. POTIN, 24g 


Obv: Bull right, legend variety ра Бала рён 
Rev: Chakra, decorated border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 2453) 


Bell Type 
CATALOGUE 
2937. POTIN 
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ull right, legend fuera чи 
Bell like device, circular border 
(Conrtesy Raman Sankaran) 


Oby: 
Re 


Coin legend Sakalabhajana Ë +? дЕ 


Different attributions have been proposed. K.V. 
h, who read the legend first, and R. Nagaswamy 
er was Mahendravarman 1l. K. 
Krishnan the legend as an epithet of 
Narasimhavarman I (Krishnamurthy 2004: 159, 
footnote 33). As the reverse type was used for several 
coin types of Mahendravarman 1, Krishnamurthy 
(2004:150) preferred this attribution. 


CATALOGUE 
2938. POTIN 
= 


ce 
Л 
ШУ 


border 


Rev: Chakra, circular decorated border 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, no. 262/courtesy Raman 
Sankaran) 


2939. POTIN, 1.27g 


ull right, legend sa-ka-la-bha:ja-na 
Chakra, circular decorated border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 5#56) 


Coin legend Śri-bha-ra 3A! 


‘This legend is known as a biruda of Narasimhavarman 
1 although such titles were frequently used by more 
than one Pallava king, But in view of the fish design 
which occupies a prominent place on some of the 
coins with this legend Krishnamurthy (2004: 165) feels 
justified to attribute the Sribbara coins to 
Narasimhavaraman I. This kingis known to have made 
substantial conquests to the south including Pandya 
territories and the emblem of the Pandays was the fish, 


Two Juxtaposed Fish Type 
CATALOGUE 
2940. POTIN, 1.38g 


Obv: Bull right, legend $ri-bba-ra, circular border 

Rev: Two juxtaposed fish, decorated border 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, no. 280/ courtesy Bombay 
auction 1#22) 


2941. POTIN 


Obv: Similar, different shape of 2nd character 

Rev: Two juxtaposed fish, decorated border 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, no. 283/ courtesy Raman 
Sankaran) 


Crescent Type 
CATALOGUE 
2942. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend Sri-bha-ra 
Rev: Crescent flanked by lamps, decorated border 
(Courtesy Jain Hemanth Kumar) 


Katar Type 
CATALOGUE 
2943. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend Śri-bha-ra 
Rev: Katar (dagger) 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


2944, POTIN, 0.99g 


Obv: Bull right, legend Sri-bba-na 
Rev: Katar 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 90843) 


2945. POTIN, 0.65g 


Obv: Bull right, (legend Srishha-ra) 
Rev: Katar 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 1#28) 


Srivatsa Type 
CATALOGUE 
2946. POTIN, 0.83g, 15mm 


Obv: Bull right, legend бела 
Rev: Srivatsa flanked by lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Imperial auction 64136) 


2947. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, (legend Jri-ha-ru) 
Rev: Srivatsa flanked by lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 
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Wheel Type 
CATALOGUE 
2948. POTIN, 2.03g, 17mm 


Obv: Bull right, legend бл: дала 
Rev: Four-spoked wheel 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, по.284) 
Coin legend Sri-ni-dhi 222 


Like Sribhara this is also a title of Narasimhavarman 1, 
Itis onc of the inscriptions found at Dharmarajaratha 
at Mamallapuram (Krishnamurthy 2004: 165). 


Wheel Type 
CATALOGUE 
2949. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend Srinidhi, circular border 
Wheel, decoration or letters around, circular 
border 

(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


Harbour Type 
CATALOGUE 


se with solid bottom knot, 
ight bottom line, circular 


pole on left, stra 
border 
(Interpreted as a barbour by Krishnamurthy) 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, na. 286) 


470 Ancient Indian Coins 
Swastika Type 
CATALOGUE 

2951, POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend Srinidhi 
Rev: Susika, circular border 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


2952. POTIN, 1.47g, 17mm 


Obv: Bull right, uncertain legend 


Rev: Suustita in double circle, rayed border 
(Courtesy Borehay anction 132106) 

Single Fish Type 

CATALOGUE 


2953. POTIN 


Bull right, legend Srinidhi 
ingle fish, decorated border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, appendix, по, 


2954, POTIN 


Rey 


Obv: Bull right, legend uncertain 

Single fish, decorated border 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, ка, 285/courtesy Raman 
Sankaran) 


s of legend, circular border 


Obv: Bull left 
Rev: Single fish, decorated border 
(Courtesy Marudhar auction 14881) 


Tortoise Type 
CATALOGUE 
2956, POTIN 


Bull right, legend Wri-ni-déy, circular bon. 
Tortoise, circular decorated border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, по.23) 


Coin Legend Та-та ^ Ө 


This rarely seen peacock type was first pul 
Scetharamanand Š 


CATALOGUE 
2957. POTIN 


Obv: Bull to right, 
Rev: Peacock 
(Neethan 
Sankaran) 


nd Tirama, circular legend 
nghe, decorated border 


ran C Sankaran, ni 3! voartery Raman 


Coin legend Ti-vi-ü АФ a 


Krishnamurthy (2004: 144, 
nid as Trim or Tren, Raman Sankaran (2002: 30, 
S) read и as lana but some specimens clearly 
the last character to be close 

‘The obverse depicts the usual bull to right, the 
teverse a geometrical design like a sun-inside-star, allin 
acircular border. 


ma 251252) read the 


atthe top 


CATALOGUE 
2958. POTIN, 2.0g, 16mm 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Tiri, dotted border 
Rev: Sun inside star, circular decorated border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, no. 251) 


2959. POTIN 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Tiii, dotted border 
Rev: Sun, decorated circular border 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


2960. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend variety 
Rey: Sun, decorated circular border 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


Coin legend U-da-ti L Ф 


R. Nagaswamy (Krishnamurthy 2004: 140) read the 
legend on certain Pallava coins as udati or uddati. One 
of the many titles of Mahendravarman I occurs as 
uddbati in a Pallavaram cave inscription. Nagaswamy 
takes the letter ‘dda’ of the coin legend as a Prakritized 
form for'ddba'. 


Chakra Type 
CATALOGUE 
2961. POTIN, 2.4g, 16mm 
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Obv: Bull to right, legend wdda-ti, circular border 
Rev: Chakra flanked by lamp stands, circular border 
decorated with crescents 
(Krishnamurthy, 2004, na.242/ courtesy Bombay 
auction 13891) 


Crescent Type 
CATALOGUE 
2962. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend n-dda-ti 
Rev: Crescent between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


Lotus Type 
CATALOGUE 
2963. POTIN, 2.38g 


Obv: Bull right, legend #-dda-ti 
Rev: Lotus, rayed border 
(Courtesy Oswal anction 57811) 
Coin legend Vam-pu O° Ч 


Krishnamurthy (2004: 158) follows the reading of R. 
Nagaswamy explaining the Kannada word ampu as 
"to be pleased, to shine’. 


Conch Type 
CATALOGUE 
2964. POTIN, 2.56g, 17mm 


Obv: Bull to right, legend др, circle and another 
border of dots around 
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Conch flanked by lamps or standards, circular 


Rev: b 
border with radiating rays 


(Kridhnancurthy, 2004, na.229/ courtesy Bombay 
auction GRA) 

Bell Type 

CATALOGUE 

2965. POTIN, 0.70g, Hmm 


Obv: Bull to right, possibly incompletely struck 
legend Агри (or лари) 

Rev: Bell, rayed border 
(Courtesy Marudlar auction 14475) 


Coin legend Vi-dhi б Ó 


Krishnamurthy (2004, 0.273) published a conch type 
with this legend read by R. Nagaswamy. The title Vidhi 
is also known from cave inscriptions. On typological 
grounds (conch design) Krishnamurthy attributes the 
coin to the period of Mahendravarman I. 


Circle on Standard Type 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Bull to right, legend ri-dij, circular border 
Rev: Circle on standard flanked by lamps 
(Courtesy Manikandan Мерт) 


Conch Type 
CATALOGUE 
2967. POTIN, 0.55g, 13mm 


Obv: Bull right, legend vidhi 
Rev: Conch, circular rayed border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, na.273) 


Coin legend Vu-ka 9 + 


The available specimens are not clear enough to be 
sure about the legend. 


CATALOGUE 


Obv: Bull to right, legend, circular border 
Rev: Double parasol (umbrella), circular border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, no. 261) 


Commemorative Type Tiger-Bow-Fish 


On the three specimens of the tiger-bow-fish type 
catalogued by Krishnamurthy (2004, nos.274-276) the 
legend was read as Jrinampu. 

The type has been interpreted as a 
commemorative coin combining the emblems of the 
Pallava rivals Cholas, Cheras and Pandy he coins 
with the Srirampu legend have the fish on the left and 
the bow on the right; the varieties with a reversed 
placement of these two symbols have a different 
legend which may be read as Nirakuga or Nirakadla. 


Legend Sri-va(m)-pu 
CATALOGUE 
2969. POTIN, 2.25g 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Śri-va(m)-pu, circular border 
Rev: Tiger to right, above the tiger bow symbol on 
rightand fish on left, decorated border 
(Courtesy Krishnamurthy, 2004, no, 274) 


Legend Ni-ra-ku-ga (?) 
CATALOGUE 
2970. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend ёледи, border 
Rev: Tiger right, on top bow leftand fish right 
(Courtesy Hardik Parekh) 


2971, POTIN 


: Bull right, legend Ni-ra-ku-ga, border 
Rev: Tiger right,on top bow left and fish right 
(Courtesy Manikandan Nehru) 


2972, POTIN, 1.03g 


Obv: Bull right, legend Ni-ra-kmga, border 
Rev: Tiger right, above bow left and fish right 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 688122) 


Bull/Bow Type 


The bow on these coins is depicted with and without 
arrow. Raman Sankaran read the legend as Sa-la-sidha, 
Harry Falk suggested E-fa-o-b. 


CATALOGUE 
2973. POTIN, 1.03g, 14mm 


Obv: Bull to tight, legend E-fa-o-) (H.Falk) or Sa-lasi- 
Фа (К Sankaran) 

Rev: Bow, decorated circular border 
(Courtesy Imperial auctions 68153) 


2974. POTIN 
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Obv: Bull to right, legend, circular border 
Rev: Bow &arrow, decorated circular border 
(Courtesy Raman Sankaran) 


2975. POTIN, 1.43g, 15mm 


Obv: Bull right, legend above, circular border 
Rev: Bow & arrow, decorated border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 1388107) 


2976. POTIN 


Obv: Bull right, legend part, dotted border 
Rev: Bow; decorated circular border 
(Curte Manikandan Nebr) 


Tiger/Bow Type 


Apart from the usual bull rype there are some bow type 
specimens which show a tiger on obverse and a 
different legend above the animal which had 
tentatively been read as Ti-Jja-tum-íáby Harry Falk. 


CATALOGUE 
2977. POTIN, 2.52g, 16mm 


Obv: Tiger right, legend Tu-BDa-rat-fá, dotted border 
Rev: Bowin circle, decorated border 

Reading thanks to Harry Falk 

(Courtesy Bombay auction 1381) 


2978. POTIN, 1.41g 
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Obv: Tiger right, dotted border 
Rev: Bow & arrow (trident?), decorated border 


(Соле 0 

Uncertain Legend Type 
Trident Type 
CATALOGU 
0.58g, mm 


Obv: Ball 
Rev 


Ankush Type 
CATALOGUE 
2980. AE, 1.64g, 16mm 


Obv: Balin Matene, circular border 
Rev: Ankus, decorated boede 
Cosrtesy Manikandan Nebru/ Bombay 


aima E97; 


Double Conch Type 
CATALOGUE 
2981. АЕ, 3.0g 


(hy: Ball 
Rey 


eertain legend 
mch shells, rave horder 


1 Clatical Маани („йуу 2818 104) 


Srivana Type 
CATALOGUE 
2982. POTIN, 1.50g, 17mm 


Ом: Bull right, uncertain legend above, arc 
border 


Rev: barge 
(Coartery De 


in decorated border 
пет HANA, 


————— 
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VISNUKUNDIN INSPIRED LION 
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CENTRAL DECCAN) 

Lion conch-between-lamps 


Lion/ árivatsa & conch 8 pole 
Lion/ seated deity 


Llon/ kumbha-between-lam; 
Lion/ kumbha & conch 
Lion/ Srivatsa & conch 


Srî Rama inscribed lion type 


CHALUKYAN LION TYPES 
Pulakesin Il Srî Satyashraya 
inscribed 
Visnuvardhana Srî Vishamasiddhi 
inscribed 
Anonymous 


VISNUKUNDIN INSPIRED BULL 


TYPES (FROM WESTERN AND 
CENTRAL DECCAN) 
Anonymous bull! conch-between- 
lamps types 
Anonymous bull Kumbha types 
‘Anonymous bull plant types 
Chi-ku-ta inscribed bull type 
inscribed bull type 


ribed bull type 


Sri Bu-dha-ra-ja inscribed bull type _ 
Srî Ha-ri-ra-ja inscribed bull type 


1a-vi-gra inscribed bull type - 
gra inscribed bull type 
га inscribed bull type 
ре_ 


scribed bull type __ 
icribed bull type 


DI 


Tha-ra-mu-ya 
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(C. 450-615 CE) and 
Visnukundin Inspired Coins 
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VISNUKUNDIN COINS 
(С. 450-615 CE) 
AND VISNUKUNDIN 
INSPIRED COINS 
(6th-8th CENTURY CE) 


When the Visqukundin rulers seized power in the 
Krishna district at about 450 CH, the Pallav: 
forced to give up their northern territories. ‘The 
founder of the kingdom was Madhavavarman 1, 
contemporary of the late Vikataka king Harishena. 
Details of the dynasty’s genealogy including family 
alliances with the Vakatakas have been discussed by 
various scholars (for 'asudev Vishnu 
Mirashi, 1975). 

Having established their rule over the territories 
north and south of the river Krishna with their capital 
at Vinukonda, the Visqukundin made major invasions 
into the central Deccan including a temporary 
occupation of western Maharastra during the carly 6th 
century. This is supported by textual evidence and 
Vispukundin coin finds from Nevasi, Paunar and 
other sites in Vidarbha, Thus a typological influence 
on local coinages of central and western Deccan is 
understandable. Visnukundin inspired coin types of 
central and western Deccan are either of the 
Visnukundin reverse type ‘conch between lamps’ or 
they show a different reverse design such as chakra in 
axial view, kumbha or lotus. The Visqukundin lion is 
retained on obverse or it is exchanged for a bull with 
different Brühmilegends on top. 

The rule of the Visqukundin kings ended under 
Govindavarman II in about 612 CE, when the king of 
the Chilukyas, Pulakesin П, conquered Visnukundin 
territories. Pulakesin I1 minted the same Visukundin 
inspired coin type but with different legends: cither 
with his own title jaya or with the legend 
vishamasiddbi which had been a title of Kubja 
Visouvardhana, brother of Pulakesin Il, whom he 
appointed as viceroy of Vergi. 


were 


immary se 


Visnukundin Types 


The ancpigraphic Visnukundin copper.iron coins of 
thick fabric show a lion to right facing a rufa on 
obverse; the reverse design has commonly been 
interpreted as а conch shell between lamp posts or 
torches іп a border of rays. ‘The lamp posts arc 
Sometimes described as tridents but the third prong is 
missing; thus itis rather the flickering fire on top of the 
lamp posts whichis intended. 


CATALOGUE 
2983. AE-IRON, 7.90g, 18mm 


Оһ: Lion to right facing йла, crescent above, 
circular border and dotted outer border 

Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Mitchiner SI, pt.1, no. 179; MACW 5122) 


2984. AE-IRON, 7.12g 


Obv: Similar but different style of lion 
Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 138115) 


2985. AE-IRON 


Similar but érinatsa and crescent above lion 
: Conch between lamps, гауса border 
(Courtesy Robit Shab) 


2986. AE-IRON, 5.36g 


Obv: Lion right, legend 57; Vaja, dotted border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 31875) 
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VISNUKUNDIN INSPIRED 
LION TYPE 
(FROM WESTERN AND 
CENTRAL DECCAN) 


A number of Deccan lion type coins show a reverse 
design different from the ‘conch betw 
сап be kumbha between lamps, saña & conch 
between lamps, kumbha & conch between lamps, 
Peacock, three-petalled flower or a seated human 
figure. Such coins have turned up from places as far as 
western Maharistra. They follow the Visnukundin 
prototype but an exact attribution to certain dynasties 
is not possible. Their blanks are usually cast but they 
are struck from dies. 


ееп lamps’; this 


Lion/Conch-between-lamps Type 


CATALOGUE 
2987. AE alloy, 2.79g, 16mm 


Obv: Lion right, dots on right, dotted border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 58858) 


2988, AE alloy 


Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Rajesh TS.Nair) 


2989. AE alloy, 5g 


Ob: Lion to left, dotted border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Jain Hemath Kumar) 


2990. AE alloy, 3.28g 


Obv: Lion to right, sword above, dotted border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


———----0000000-- 


Lion/Srivatsa, Conch and 
Pole Type 
CATALOGUE 
2991. AE alloy, 2.30g 


Obv: Lion right, sword above, dotted border 
Rev: Sriatsa, conch left, vertical pole right, rayed 
border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 1344115) 


| 


Lion/Seated Deity Type 
CATALOGUE 
2992. AE alloy, 3.38g, 15mm 


Obv: Lion to right, sword above, dotted border 
Rev: Seated female deity, conch on right and left, 
rayed border 
(S.J Mangalam, 1995: 68, pl.23/conrtesy Ameet 
Lomate) 
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2993. AE alloy, 3.12g, 12mm 


Ора: Lion right, sword above, dotted border 
Rev: Seated female deity, conch on right (and left), 
rayed border 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomatt) 


Lion/Kumbha-between-lamps 
Type 
CATALOGUE 


rayed border 
(Courtesy Jain Hemanth Kumar) 


2995. AE alloy, 2.16g, 16mm 


оп facing sitsa on right, dotted border 
ev: Kumbha flanked by lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Imperial auction 18984) 


2996. AE alloy, 1.13g 


ion facing rinata on right, dotted border 
Rev: Kumbha flanked by lamps, different style 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 68134) 


—————0000000- 


Lion/Kumbha and 
Conch Type 
CATALOGUE 
2997. AE alloy, 2.52g 


Obv: Lion right, legend part above ) 
Rev: Kumbha and conch, rayed border 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 94401) 


Lion/srivatsa and conch 
between lamps Type 


CATALOGUE 
2998. AE alloy, 4.75g 


Ом: Lion right, legend part above @), border 
Rev: Conch and sasa between lamps, letter fat 
each side of rata, rayed border 
(Courtesy Rajger't auction 30841) 


———-0000000.........—- 
Lion/Plant Type 

CATALOGUE 

2999, AE alloy 


Obv: Mythical lion (Sardula), dotted border 
Rev: Tripartite plant-like device, rayed border 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 614125) 

———--0000000—— 
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Lion/Peacock Type 
CATALOGUE 
3000. AE alloy, 5.48g 


Obv: Lion to right 
Rev: Peacock, rayed border 


(Courtesy Todyralla auction 901842) 
0000001 


Lion $ri Rama Type 


About 200 specimens of the 'lion/conch between 
Jamps' type with the Brahmi legend rima have been 
reported by N. Kothari and M. Morrison (1989: 63-6) 
who described it as a new Visnukundin type. РУР. 
Sastri (1989: 67-71) discussed two such specimens 
with probable Nalgondš, Andhra Pradesh provenance 
and regarded this coin type convincingly as an early 7th 
century issue of the Kaéyapas of Vegi, former 
feudatories of the Visnukundin, For Sastri the issuer 
of these coins was the Kasyapa king Prithivimahārāja 
who held the title riri and who ruled the region in 
the early 7th century. 

G.Kamalakar (1996: 195-96) specified the issue of 
these coins to 612-616 CE. 


CATALOGUE 
3001. AE alloy, 2.34g, 13mm 


Obv: Lion right, legend 57i Ra-ma, dotted border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Kothari é” Morrison, ND 126713: 63-66) 


3002. AE alloy 


Obv: Lion right facing stylised йана or sword, 
legend $r Ra-ma 


Rev: Stylised conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Rohit Shah) 


CHALUKYAN LION TYPE 
COINS 


The early reign of this dynasty was centered at Badami 
in the Bijapur arca of northern Karnataka. The first 
kings were Jayasimha 1, Ranaraga and Pulakesin 1 
(c.543-566 CE), followed by Kirtivarman 1 (c.566- 
596CE) and Mangalesh (с.597-608СЕ 

When the Chalukya king Pulakesin 11 (608-644 
CE) occupied the Verigi region in the second decade 
of the 7th century he continued to issue a Visqukundin 
inspired lion type: either with his own title sri-saf or 
with the title vishamasiddbi which had been a title of 
Kubja Visquvardhana, brother of Pulakesin I, who 
was appointed by 
Recently a coin 


his brother as viceroy of Veíipi 
jey of Pulakesin Il with the 
complete legend ér-safyashraya turned up. 


Pulakesin II (608-644 CE) 
Tide Śri Satya 
CATALOGUE 
3003. AE alloy, 3.40g, 15mm 


Obv: Lion to right facing sword (stylised йай), 
legend Srî Sa-a, dotted bord 

Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Michael Mitchiner, Sl, pt. 1, na.183) 


3004. AE alloy, 2.24g 


Obv: Lion to right facing sword, legend Sa-a 
Rev: Chakra in axial view between lamps, lotus on 
top, rayed border 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 2814103) 
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Title Srt 
CATALOGUE 
loy, 1.85g 


tyashraya 


3005. AE 


Obv: Lion to right facing sword, legend Sri Sapa, 
shra-ya, dotted border 

Rev: Kumbha between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 268199) 


Visnuvardhana (Viceroy under 
Pulakesin II) 


iddhi 


Title Sri Vis! 
CATALOGUE 
3006. AE alloy, 3.54g, 17mm 


Obv: Lion right, legend Sri Vishamasiddbi 
Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 


Obv: Lion to right, legend Vi-sha-mas(si-ddbi), dotted 
border 

Rev: Srivatsa between lamps, rayed border 
(Chattopadhyaya, 1977, no.63-64/ 
courtesy Jain Hemanth Kumar) 


3008. AE alloy, 1.15g, 13mm 


Obv: Lion right, legend part Vi-sha-ma-si-(ddhi) 
Rev: Sriratsa between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 138111) 


3009. AE alloy, 1.23g 


Obv: Lion right, legend part (I/j)-sha-ma-si-ddhi 
Rev: Snitatsa between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 294140) 


3010. AE alloy, 2.77g 


Obv: Lion right facing sword, dotted border 
Rev: Sriratsa between lamps (different style) 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 31877) 


With only title $i 
CATALOGUE 
3011. AE alloy, 2.85g, 15mm 


Obv: Lion right, letter fr above 


Rev: Srivatsa between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sahadev) 


Anonymous 
CATALOGUE 
3012. AE alloy, 1.96g 


Obv: Lion to right, dotted border 
Rev: Fish-on-lotus, frina/ia between two conch shell 
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symbols on top, rayed border (Vaisnavite 


symbolism, fish possibly representing Matsya) 


Numismatic Gallery 31876) 


(Courtesy Classical 
3013. AE alloy, 3.36g 


Obv: Lion right facing sword, dotted border 
Rev: Chakra in axial view between 


і 
border nie 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 288105) 

3014. AE alloy, 0.69g 


Obv: Lion left, dotted border 
Rev: Srinita in rayed border 
(Courtesy Vaikunta Chari R.) 


VISNUKUNDIN INSPIRED 
DECCAN BULL TYPE 


Among the Visqukundin inspired coins we have a 
number of specimens where the lion is replaced by a 
bull; some of these coins are anepipraphic but on most 
of thema Brahmi legendis placed above the bull. Such 
coins surface from central and western Deccan, 
particularly from findspots in northern Vidarbha and 
Khandesh in modern northern Mabiristra. Nevisi, 
Paunir or Prakishe arc well known ancient sites which 
have yielded such coins. 

One of these bull types has the legend sri-rananigna 
(S.G.Dhopate, 1992: 114; Reddy & Reddy, 1991, pl. IX, 
43), a local Khandesh ruler who otherwise is unknown 
to history which also holds true for most of the other 
names cited on these coins. Closely related types from 
the Khandesh region show the legends iri jagavira, fri- 
pranarigra and íri-ratbivigra, probably members of the 
same family to which sr-ranavigra belonged. 

Other bull types in the name of Buddharija and 
Svāmirāja are known. While the coins of Buddharaja 
have a crudely depicted human figure seated on a 
couch on reverse, the Svamirija coins follow the 
characteristic Visnukundin reverse type 'conch 
between lamps’ C.Gupta & R. Somkuvar (2006) 


attributed the Buddharija coins to Buddharija, 
grandson of Krisparija, Kalachuri king of Mahismati. 
Some more Buddharaja varieties with the bull to left or 
to right have been reported from Уа together with 
what appear to be simplified late derivatives of the 
series (T.M.Bhandari, 2006: 119-122). 

їгїїа has been identified by Gupta and 
Somkuvar as member of a collateral branch of the 
Kalachuries which makes him a local Vidarbha ruler of 
the бі century. Coins of Sti Svámirija are frequently 
found with incomplete or distorted legends, 

Gupta and Somkuvar mention a grant made by 
Nannaraja, younger brother of Svimiraja. Coins of 
Nannaraja of the usual 'bull/conch between lamps! 
type have also come to light recently. 


Anonymous Bull Type 
Conch between lamps 
CATALOGUE 

3015. AE alloy, 1.64g 


Obv: Bull to right, crescent, kumbha and sword 
above, dotted border 

Rev: Conch between lamps 
(Courtesy Rajgor' auction 30#57) 


3016. AE alloy, 1.86g 


д N 


Obv: Bull to right, swastika between crescents on 
top, dotted border 

Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Rajgor's auction 30856) 


3017. AE alloy, 2.43g, 16mm 


Obv: Bull to right, swastika above, dotted border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sabadev) 
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3018. AE alloy 


Obv: Bull to right, chauri above, dotted border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, square pedestal below, 
rayed border 
(Courtesy Purushottam Bhargave) 


3019. AE alloy, 3.49, 20mm 


Obv: Plant above bull, stylised sriva/sa on right, 
dotted border 


Rev: Conch flanked by two small conchs flanked by 


lamps, square pedestal below, rayed border 
(Courtesy Ате! Lomate) 


3020. AE alloy, 2.32g 


Obv: Bull to left, trident between two cresceents 
above, dotted border 

Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 944982) 


-----0000000----------- 


Kumbha Туре 
CATALOGUE 
3021. AE alloy, 2g, 15mm 


Obv: Bull to right, crescent and wavy line above, 
dotted border 


Rev. Kumbha between lamps, dotted border 
(Courtesy Imperial auction 13482) 


0000000... 


Plant Type 


CATALOGUE 
3022. AE alloy, 6g 


Rev: Plant, rayed border 
(See S.J Mangalam, 1995, p.70, pl.27, lotus on ra 
courtesy Jain Hemath Kumar) 


3023. AE alloy, 3.37g, 15mm 


Obv: Bull right, uncertain device above 
Rev: Plant (lotus), rayed border 


3024. AE alloy, 2g 


Obv: Bull left, swastika above, dotted border 
Rev: Plant with rayed border around 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 6832) 


3025. AE, 2.25g, 13mm 


Obv: Bull (lion?) left, umbrella above 
Rev: Plant with rayed border around 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sabadev) 


~---==-----0000000----------- 
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Inscribed Bull Type 
Chikuta 
CATALOGUE 
3026. AE, 4.27g, 19mm 


Obv: Bull right, legend Chi-kirta, border 
Rev: Chakra in axial view between lamps, rayed 
border 


Thanks to Harry Falk for the reading. 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate) 


3027. AE, 4.08g 


Obv: Bull right, legend Сеа 
Rev: Chakra in axial view between lamps 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 308152) 


Dhiva 
CATALOGUE 
3028. AE alloy, 3.39g 


Obv: Bull right, legend Рё, dotted border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 298104) 


Gorabhasa 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: Bull right, legend Go-ra-bhe-sa, dotted border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 

Thanks to Harry Falk for the reading 

(Courtesy Rajgor's auction 30853) 


Obv: Bull right, swastika above, legend on top Ma-ha 
Pra-ti-ba-ri 

Rev: Sivalinga (or chakra) between trident-shaped 
lamps, rayed border 
Thanks to Shailendra Bhandare for the reading 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sabadev) 

$n 

CATALOGUE 


3031. AE alloy, 5.11g, Imm 


Obv: Bull right, Brahmi Sn, doned border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Mitchiner, $|, pt.1, m.177) 


3032. AE alloy, 0.88g, 12mm 


Obv: Bull right, letter 57 above, dotted border 
Rev: Seated female deity holding lotus stalks 
(Laksmi 2), rayed border 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sabader) 


Sti Aruna 
CATALOGUE 
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Obv: Bull to left, Bráhmi legend Sif A-ru-na 

Rev: Altar-like device, circular border 
(Courtesy S. Bhandare, Ashmolean Museum 
collection) 


Śri Budh: 
C.Gupta & R.Somkuvar (2006) attributed the 
Buddharija coins to Buddharāja, grandson of 
Krisn Calachuri king of Mahismati, Some more 
Buddharija varieties with the bull to left or to right 
have been reported from Vidisà together with what 
appear to be simplificd late derivatives of the series 
(T.M.Bhandari, 2006: 119-122). 


CATALOGUE 
3034. AE alloy 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Srî Bu-dha-ra-ja, dotted 
border 

Rev: Enthroned male figure, trident on left, rayed 
border 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


3035. AE alloy 


Obv: Bull right, clearer legend $ Bu-dba-ra-ja 
Rev: Enthroned male figure, rayed border 
(Courtesy T.S.Nair) 


Sti Hariraja 
CATALOGUE 
3036. AE alloy, 6.29g 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Sif Ha-ri-ra-ja, dotted 
border 

Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Marudbar auction 14470) 


Srî Jagavigra 
CATALOGUE 
3037. AE alloy, ca.4g 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Sri Ja-ga-vi-gra, dotted 


border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 


(Courtesy Jain Hemanth Kumar) 
3038. AE alloy, 5.09g 


Obv: Bull, Śri Ja-ga-vi-gra, sun-like device right 
Rev: Purnakumbha, rayed border 
(Courtesy Album auction 1081118) 


3039. AE alloy 


Obv: Bull kneeling to right on pedestal, legend 
Sri Ja-ga-tigra-ha above 

Rev: Chakra in axial view between lamps, dotted 
border 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


Sti Pranavigra 
CATALOGUE 
3040. AE allloy 


Obv: Bull seated to right, legend Siri Pra-na-vigra, 
dotted border 

Rev: Lotus, rayed border 
(Courtesy Shailendra Bhandare) 
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St Ranavigra 
CATALOGUE 
3041. AE alloy, 1.86g, 14mm 


Bull to right, legend rr Ra-na-ti-(gra), border 
Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(8.G.Dhopate, 1992, ND voL 16: 114) 


3042. AE alloy, 315g 


Obv: Bull to right, legend fri Ra-na, followed by 
three dots, аус border 

Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Kohinoor auction 14447) 


3043. AE alloy, 1.59g 


Obv: Bull right, legend Sri Ra-na, dotted border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, dotted border 
(Courtesy Rajgor's auction 30852) 


3044. AE alloy, 2g, 15mm 


Obv: Bull right, legend Sri Ra-na, dotted border 
Rev: Lotus, dotted border 

(S.J. Mangalam, 1997, p.70, nos.14/ 

courtesy Imperial auctions 1883) 


Sri Rasatya 
CATALOGUE 
3045. AE alloy 


Obv: Bull seated to right, legend Śri Ra-sa-pu, dotted 
border 

Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuradiya) 


Sri Rathavigra 
CATALOGUE 
3046. AE alloy, 1.64g 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Sin Ra-tha-vi-gra, dotted 
border 


Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Todymalla auction 99864) 


Sri Subharaja 
CATALOGUE 
3047. AE alloy, 8.08g 


Obv: Bull resting to right, legend Sn Su-bha-ra-ja 
Rev: Lion to right, serrated border 
Thanks to Shailendra Bhandare for the reading 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sabadev) 


Srî Svamiraja 


Svámirija has been identified by Gupta and Somkuvar 
аз member of а collateral branch of the Kalachuries 
which makes him a local Vidarbha ruler of the 6th 
century, Coins of Sri Svamirája are frequently found 
with incomplete or distorted legends. 
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CATALOGUE 
3048. AE alloy 


су: Conch or chakra in axial view between lamps, 
rayed border 


(C.Gupla & R.Somkuwar, 2006, ND 41, p.118) 
3049. AE alloy, 4.05g, 17mm 


Obv: Bull right, legend ri rama 
Rev: Conch between lamps, rayed border 


Yajaka 
CATALOGUE 
3050. AE alloy, 1.91g 


Obv: Bull to right, legend Ya-ja-ka, border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, circular border 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 198899) 


Uncertain Legend 
CATALOGUE 
3051. AE alloy 


Obv: Bull to right, legend above, dotted border 
Rev: Seated human figure and conch, circular 
border 
(Courtesy Nawab Edathil Kaniarath) 


Obv: Bull right, legend above, dotted border 
Rev: Conch between lamps, circular border 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sabadev) 


3053. AE alloy, 1.6g, 14mm 


Obv: Bull right, legend $r Rama ?, dotted border 
Rev: Swastika, rayed border 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sabadev) 


3054. AE alloy, 2.90g, 16mm 


Obv: Bull right, Ír above?, dotted border 
Rev: Swastika, rayed border 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sabadev) 


DIVERSE VISNUKUNDIN 
INSPIRED TYPES 
Inscribed Kumbha Type 
Šri Tharamuya 
CATALOGUE 
3055. AE alloy, 1.35g 


Obv: Kumbha, circular border 
Rev: Legend Srî Tha-ra-mu-ya, circular border 
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Thanks to Harry Fl for the reading, 
(Courtesy Osul auction 4435) — 


-0000000............ 
Elephant Type 

Legend Śri Gajatara Туре 

CATALOGUE 

3056. AE alloy, 2g, 14mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, legend Sri Ga-ja-ta-ra, dot- 
in-crescent on top, dotted border 

Rev: Parasol on pedestal between lamps, rayed 
border 


(Courtesy Amet Lomate) 
Elephant/Conch-between-Lamps Type 
CATALOGUE 
3057. AE alloy, 3.39g, 12mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, dotted border 
Rev: Conch between lamps 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate) 


3058. AE alloy, 7.83g 


Obv: Elephant to right, dotted border 
Rev: Chakra in axial view between lamps 
(Courtesy Album auction 10#1119/ МАСА 5127) 


3059. AE 


Obv: Elephant to right, dotted border 
Rev: Conch between lamps 

(Courtesy Sanjay Sabader) 
3060. AE, 1.3g, 14mm 


Obs: Elephant, lamp posts above and below 
Rev: Conch between lamps 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sabadev) 


Legend Sri Ranamitra 
CATALOGUE 
3061. AE, 1.18g 


Obv: Elephant to right — 
Rev: Seated bull, legend ri Ranamitra 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 51829) 


Horse Type 
CATALOGUE 
3062. AE alloy, 2.39g 


Obv: Horse to right, dotted border 
Conch between lamps, rayed border 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 30828) 


Bird Type 
CATALOGUE 
3063. AE alloy, 1.10g, 14mm 
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Obv: Peacock?, rayed border 
Rev: Bird (swan?) to left, circular border 
(Courtesy Sanjay Sahader) 


3064. AE alloy, 1,256 


Obv: Peacock to right, rayed border 

Rev: Lion to right with conch above, all in circle, 
dotted border 
(Conrtesy Jain Hemanth Kumar) 


= IN THIS CHAPTER 


Chapter Twelve 


Ancient Cheras 


Kuttuvan Kotal 
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ANCIENT CHERAS 


Like other Sañgam age Tamil dynasties the kingdom 
of the Che recorded history through one of 
Adoka's rock edicts. Their territories comprised 
gions of modern Kerala and the Koñgu plain with 
rur as capital. In analogy to the commencement of 
Pandya coinage, the first Chera coins might have been 
issued during the 2nd century BCE, The end of the 


COPPER COINS 


surface mainly from the Койди plain, 
particularly its eastern part, ie. the region around 
Karur. Most Chera copper coins are uninscribed 
specimens with bow and arrow, the badge of the 
Cheras, on reverse. ‘The bow and arrow occurs in a 
number of varieties with different kinds of 
decoration. The kind of obverse devices and their 
arrangement is obviously inspired by Mauryan 
prototypes on some early multisymbol types. After an 
intermediate phase the elephant occupies the central 
position of the obverse design with only small 
additional symbols. In addition to the dominant 
elephant series some minor Chera types such as horse, 
bull, flower, railed tree or seated tiger have also come 
tolight. 

Ancient Chera coin production came to an end 
with the loss of the Korigu plain in the middle of the 
3rd century CE. From then on thc Cheras were 
restricted to Kerala where no further coins seem to 
have been issued. 


Small Elephant and 
Multisymbol Arrangement 


The carly Chera issues of the 2nd century BCE are 
square coins with a multi-symbol design. The favoured 
obverse devices are elephant, railed tree, fish-tank, 
battle axe, hill symbol, river line and bow and arrow, 
The elephant is one design clement among others and 
atleast on the earliest types it is not significantly larger 
than the symbolic devices. Typological influences 
from Mauryan punch-marked coins are obvious. 


CATALOGUE 
3065. AE, 2.1g, 10x9mm 


Chera coin: 


Obv: Elephant, bow & arrow, three-arched Bill, rj, 
line with fish, taurines in field 


Rev: Bow and arrow 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, mA) 


3066, AE, 8. 


18x16mm 


Обу: Elephant, bow and arrow, snake, battle axe, 
conch and fishes above the elephant 


Rev: Bow and arrow А 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, wa.84; Mitchiner S1, 


p.205) 
3067. AE, 6.90g 


Obv: Similar to 3066 but additional six-arched hill 
Rev: Bow & arrow 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, no.90/ photo courtesy Bombay 
auction 61499) 


3068. AE, 7.3g, 19x19mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, railed tree on left and river 
оп right; ankus and flower above; on top 
threc-arched hill, Indradbvgja, axe and conch 

Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 96) 


3069, AE, 11.84g, 22x20mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, umbrella and sun on left, 
part of railed tree on right with six-armed 
symbol above; on top nandipada, conch and 
standard 


Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus and гхо swastikas 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 100) 


3070. AE, 7.7g, 20x18mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, railed tree on left and 
nandipada (2) on right; river below; on top 
Indradbvaja and threc-arched hill 

Rev: Tensed bow and arrow in dotted frame 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 105) 


3071. AE, 5.67g, 20x18mm_ 


Obv: Similar but above the elephant six-arched hill 
оп left and truncated symbol on right 

Rev: Bow and arrow and ankus 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 104/ photo courtesy 
Bombay auction 10816) 


3072. AE, 4.5g, 16x16mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, four fish on left, railed tree 
on right; on top flower in square; at the 
bottom railed palm-tree in horizontal position 

Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 114) 


3073. AE, 5.90g, 18x17mm 


Obv: Similar with palm-tree completely visible 
Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Bombay auction 10-1818) 
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3074. AE, 3.2g, 15x14mm 


Obv: Similar to 3073 but clephant to left and fish- 
tank on right 

Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na 117) 


3075. AE, ca. 7g 


: Elephant to right, tree on left, fish-tank and 
taurines on top; river at the bottom 

Rev: Tensed bow and arrow in dotted border 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 112) 


3076. АЕ, 4.4g, 17x16mm 


imilar but four fish inside the fish-tank 
Tensed bow and arrow in circular border with 
river around 

(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na, 110 


3077. AE, 6.2g, 20x16mm 


nilar, six-arched hill on top right 
As 3076 


(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, то, 107) 


Large Elephant Type 


In the further course of Chera coin evolution the 
elephant occupies the central position; compared to 
the animal the symbols now appear smaller and of 
subordinant importance. 


402 Arent Iren Cons 


Tike with the Pandran coins the Chera elephant 


¿nie 6 more prolific than the multe «symbol types, 
wath different weights declining eontimaecanly from 
ини Ву te about 2p Among the hight elephant 


pecimens some have the elephant tlefe, but usually i 


ts standing to nght. 


lent Type 


Elephant and T 
CATALOGUE 
3078. АЁ, 4.1g, 19x18mm 


Obs: Elephant to right, standard and simplified hill 
symbol on top, trident on right 

Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no HE) 


2g, 15x 15mm 


Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na 120) 


3080. AE, 4.6, 2IxI9mm 


Obv: 
Re 


ephant right, damaru and hill above 
Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 121) 


3081. AE, 5.3g, 19x17mm 


AG 
1 


‘lephant to right facing trident; hill, standard 
and £riratia on top 

Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no.123) 


30102. AV, Tg, 22224 


Ойу: Vephant trs right, (тагы and damaru alere 
Wess erw and атту with ankus 
(Krihnamurtly 1997, тө. 122] photo ттеу 
Bombay auction 10-1120) 


3083, АР, 4.05g 


Olr: Elephant vo right facing tri 
fre 

Rev: Bow and arrow with anki 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, na 1 24| phate courtesy 
Bombay auction $1 104) 


3084. AE, 4.1g, 21x19mm 


Обу: As previous without the conch 
Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, то. 126) 


3085. AE, 2.78g, 20x17mm 


nte; on top 


left vo right star, chakra, conch, irpata 


ephant to right, trident on left; on top 
uncertain device (tortoise?), írinatra, chakra, 
star 

Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Imperial auction 43179) 


----0000000----------- 


Elephant, Trident and Bull 
CATALOGUE 
3086. ЛЕ 3.1g, 19x17mm_ 


cphant to right facing trident-axe; twig on 
left; on top swastika, chakra, srivu/sa, bull and 
circular symbol 


Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, m.128) 


Obv: Elephant to right, twig on left, bull and 
standard on right; on top swastika, star, conch, 
chakra, frivatsa 

Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 130) 


Elephant and Chakra-standard 
CATALOGUE 
3088. AE, 3.0g, 20x19mm 


Obv: Elephant to right facing chakra-standard; 
above from left to right star, frinatra, crescent, 
wheel; twig above elephant's back 

Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Bombay 10-1424) 


3089. AE, 2.5g, 19x18mm 
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lephant to right facing chakra-standard; 
above from left to right conch, swastika, 
таа 

Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, n.127) 


3090. AE, 2.32g 


° 
T 


v: Elephant to right facing chakra-standard, twig 
above its back; on top star, fritafsa, crescent, 
damaru and flagmast 

Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 

(Photo courtesy Bombay anction 6898) 


Elephant and Peackock-standard 
CATALOGUE 
3091. AE, 3.5g, 20x18mm 


Obv: Elephant to left; peacock-standard and chakra- 
standard @) on left, twig on right; on top 
frinatza, chakra, conch, star and swas 

Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 129) 


3092. AE, 3.0g, 20x19mm 


Rev: As 3091, additional wavy linc 
(Photo courtesy Marudhar auction 144856) 


Simple Elephant Type 
CATALOGUE 
3093. AE, 1.55g, 10x9mm 
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Oby: Elephant to right 

Rev: Bow and arrow 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, na 155) 


3094. AE, 4.6g, 18x16mm 


Obv: Elephant to right 
Rev: Bow and arrow 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 140) 


3095. AE, 1.4g, 9x9mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, dotted border 


Rev: Bow and arrow 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 159) 


CATALOGUE 
3096. AE, 1.5g, 11x10mm 


Obv: Bull to right 
Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus and two 


swastikas 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 160) 


3097. AE, 5.0g, 19x18mm 


Obv: Bull to right facing trident, crescent above 
Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na 141) 


-0000000.............. 


Horse Туре 


A subsidiary small denomination is the horse type with 
weights of only about 0.5- 2g ‘The horse can he seen 

standing to right or to left; sometimes it is facing < 
standard, sometimes а kind of trough like on the 


Malayaman coins. 


CATALOGUE 


Obv: Horse to right with tree branch behind; trough 


on right 
Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, m. 147) 


3099. AE, 1.5g, 12x8mm 


Obv: Similar but taurine above the horse 
Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 150) 


3100. AE, 0.6g, 11x10mm 


Obv: Horse to right, thunderbolt above 
Rev: Bow and arrow with two taurines in circle 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, па 153) 


3101. АЕ, 0.4g, 12x9mm 


Obv: Horse to right, chakra above 
Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, па. 144) 


3102. AE, 0.8g, 11x10mm 


Obv: Horse to left, chakra above, standard left 
Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 


(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na 143) 
3103. AE, 1.0g, 12x11mm 


Obv: Horse to left, standard on left 
Rev: Bow & arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na 146) 


—— 0000000. 


Seated Tiger Type 


A square and a round variety of the seated tiger type 
has been published: the former by Krishnamurthy 
(1997: coin 142), the latter by Mitchiner (1998, pt. 
80, coin 103), Analogous to a comparable Chola гу 
the depiction of the Chola tiger in association with the 
Chera bow might reflect an important political eventin 
the Chera-Chola history. 


CATALOGUE 
3104. AE, 1.6g, 17x16mm 


Obv: Seated tiger, bow & arrow at top, flag-mast on 
left and chakra-standard on right 

Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, m. 142) 


3105. AE, 1.75g, 19x18mm_ 


cd tiger, sun, тина, 
mast (2) on left and chakra-standard on right 
Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus 
(Photo courtesy Bombay auction 10-1025) 


--0000000- 
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Tree Type 
CATALOGUE 
3106. AE, 1.5g, 12x9mm 


Bow and arrow 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, по. 162) 


————0000000————— 
Four-armed Symbol Type 


CATALOGUE 
3107. AE, 1.1g, 11x9mm 


Obv: Four-armed symbol ( 
Rev: Bow and arrow 
(Photo courtesy Krish 


1000000. 


Inscribed Kol 
Trumpuraiy Type 


197, na 163) 


In addition to the few inscribed silver coins of the 
Cheras an insenbed copper type has also come to ligh 
It has the depiction of a warrior, possibly the king, 


standing in 


ic with a legend above on obverse and a 


molti-symbol design includi the Chera bow & arrow 


өп reverse, The legend has been read as in trp perl 


and on another specimen as бейле Ди rata 
Krishnamurthy (19972107) linked the name to the 
suffix Irumporai in the names of several Chera kings 


and proposed ¿ 100 CE as a probable dating for the 
coin type. 


CATALOGUE 
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Obv: Warrior-like male human standing in gate; tree 
on right; legend Ko-Li-ra-m-pu-rai-y) 

Rev: Bow and arrow; river line, six-arched hill, 
square tank and taurine 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy; this specimen bas a 
better legend than that illustrated by Krishnamurthy as 
1a173 on whieh be read Ko---p-pu-rai. Probably it is 
the same legend which he identified on his cain 174). 


3109. AE, 6.7g, 22mm 


zi 
Obv: As 3108 but legend Ko-Hi-rumpucrai-y 
Rev: As 3108 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 174) 


3110. AE, 9.02g, 22x21mm 


Obv: As 3109 
Rev: As 3109 
(Photo courtesy Bombay auction 10-1826) 


LEAD COINS 


A few elephant coins have also surfaced in lead; they 
have been attributed to the late phase of Chera coinage 
before the conquest of the Korigu Rattas at about 250 
CE (Mitchiner, 1998, pt. 2: 80). 


CATALOGUE 
3111. LEAD, 4.3g, 19x18mm. 


Obv: Elephant to right facing trident, Indradhvaja 
and six-arched hill above, part of tree on left 

Rev: Bow and arrow with ankus, dotted border 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 175) 


3112. LEAD, 5.92g, 19x18mm 


Obv: Similar but no hill symbol visble 
Rev: Bow & arrow with ankus 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 10-1113) 


SILVER COINS 


Hoard evidence has repeatedly shown that the Cheras 
imported Mauryan silver karsipanas and Roman silver 
denarii, A few Mauryan karsapanas with а bow & 
arrow reverse punch have been observed 
(Vijayaraghavan, 2001: 60). This may have been a first 
step towards an independent Chera silver currency; if 
so the project soon stopped judging from the extreme 


rarity of such coins. 

The bow and arrow is the characteristic emblem 
of the Cheras; thus Mitchiner (1998, pt. 2: 72) thought 
it had been applied to authorise the circulation of the 
concerned coins, If true one would expect a 
substantial part of the Mauryan karsapanas, which had 
circulated in the Chera kingdom, to have received the 
bow & arrow as mark of authorization; this is however 
not the case. Big hoards of Mauryan karsápanas with 
по bow and arrow reverse design, frequently in 
association with Roman silver denarii of the first two 
centuries CE, have been reported from the territories 
of the ancient Cheras. They suggest that these 
karsápanas were accepted as silver currency without 
the special Chera emblem. 

Krishnamurthy was the first to publish the very 
таге series of uniface portrait silver coins of the 
Cheras. Two different types of these silver coins exist 
with two different Tamil-Bráhmi legends above the 
head of the clean shaven king: Ma-k-ko-tai and Ku-p-fu- 
won Kosai. Krishnamurthy (1997: 97-99) identified 
them as the Chera kings Ceraman Makkotai and 
Kuttuvan Kotai. Discussing Roman portrait coins of 
Augustus and Tiberius as probable prototypes he 
Places the Makkotai coins into a period from the end 
of the Ist century BCE to the 1st century CE and the 
single specimen with the ¿maan otai legend on 
Palacographic grounds to the late 1st/early 2nd 
century CE. 

The inspiration for these coins could have come 
from imported silver coins of carly Roman emperors 
such as Augustus and Tiberius which have been 
repeatedly found in the region. 


Makkotai 
CATALOGUE 


3113. AR, 1.80g, 17mm 


Obv: Bust of king with clean shaven hea 
legend Ma-k-ko-tai 
Rey: Blank 


(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 164) 
3114. AR, 1.90g, 19mm 


d to right, 


Obv: As previous 
Rev: Blank 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 170) 


3115. AR, 1.7g, 17mm 


Obv: Bust of king to left, retrograde legend 
Mack-ko-tai, dotted border 
Rev: Blank 


(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, pl.14#1) 
—————0000000------———— 


Kuttuvan Kotai 
CATALOGUE 
3116. AR, 2.30g, 19mm 
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Obv: Bust of king to right, legend Ku-Hu-ta-t Ko-tai 
Rev: Blank 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, по. 172) 


Chapter Thirteen 


Chola Coins 


CHOLA COINS 


First mention of the ancient Chola kingdom isin one 
н ius ч. The main lands of the Sarigam 
age Chelas were centered around the Cauvery deliron 
tof modern Tamilnadu, Important Chola 

ports were Káveripattinam and Nagapatiiinam, while 
tap rs hf men a 
Tver Сангу Literature montane de Cra lm 
connection with the hst Койдо Каша kom thor 
š gu Ratta king, Their 
kingdom seems to have existed until about 400 CE 
when being conquered by the Kalabhras (Mitchiner, 
1998, pt. 2:81). Š 

In general, the ancient Chola coins are scarcer than 
those of the neighbour dynasties. No silver coins of 
the ancient Cholas were known until Raman Sankaran 
2013: 9-10) published the first specimen, All other 
Chola coins are made of copper or lead. Some multi- 
symbol types borrow their symbol arrangement from 
Mauryan prototypes with the different devices being 
of roughly the same size. Later types leave this scheme, 
now focussing on one dominant design element of 
considerably larger size; in most cases this is an 
elephant with small associated symbols and frequently 
a parasol or umbrella on its back. Chola coins usually 
are lighter than those of Pindyas and Cheras. There 
are a few remarkable exceptions such as the 14g 
elephant specimen recorded by Krishnamurthy (1997: 
113, coin 179) but on average a heavy Chola coin does 
not weigh more than 4-5g, Especially the elephant to 
left types are small pieces with low weights between 
05-10. 

In addition to the square coins, the Cholas issued a 
few round elephant types in copper and lead. Though 
some small lead coins were also used by the Cheras, 
this metal was of somewhat greater importance to the 
Chola mint masters. 


SILVER PUNCHMARKED 
TYPE 


No silver coins of the ancient Cholas were known until 
Raman Sankaran (2013: 9-10) published the first 
specimen; it is a punchmarked coin with five obverse 
punches and a single reverse punch depicting the 
Chola tiger. Analogous to the Pandyan silver 
punchmarked coins it follows the typology of the 
Mauryan karséipana with two of the five obverse 
punches being sun and six-armed symbol but a lower 
weight standard is used. 
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CATALOGUE 
3117. AR, 2.40g, 13x13mm 
RESEN) 


Obv: Five punches, ie. sun, six-armed symbol, fish- 
tank, rinata, multi-dots-symbol 

Rev: Tiger to right 
(Photo courtesy Sankaran Raman, 2013, Madras 
Coin Society vol. XII, p.9) 


COPPER TYPES 


Elephant and Multisymbol 
Type 
In general the ancient Chola coinage is scarcer than 
that of the other Safigam age dynasties of the south, 
Particularly the carly multi-symbol types are very rare, 
They combine such devices as clephant, railed tree, 
river line, hill symbol, wikia and fish tank. Like all 


ancient Chola types they show the tiger, the emblem of 
the state, on reverse. 


CATALOGUE 


Indradbnuja on right, inverted hill or nandipade 


on top 
Rev: Crudely depicted tiger punch 


(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 176) 
3119. AE, 7.50g, 20x20mm_ 
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Obv: Elephant to right facing railed tree, six-arched 
hill on right, river below; on top from left to 
right: taurines-around-crescent, srivatsa and 
taurines-around-solid circle 

Rev: Tiger to right, square border of taurines 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, na.177 [photo courtesy 
Bombay auction 10-1828) 


3120. AE, 0.72g 


Obv: As 3119 
: As 3119 
(Photo courtesy Ind Raj) 


3121. AE, 14.0g, 27x26mm 


v: Elephant-on-pedestal to right, railed tree on 
right, river below 

Rev: Tiger to right 

(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 179) 


3122. AE, 4.5g, 18x16mm 


Obv: Elephant-on-hill to left facing railed tree, 
parasol on left, iver below 

Rev: Tiger to right 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 189) 


Obv: Elephant-on-hill to left facing parasol and 
railed tree on left, river below 

Rev: Tiger to right 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 188/ photo courtesy 
Manikandan Мет) 


Obv: Elephant to left, parasol on its back, railed tree 
on left, horizontal bottom line 

Rev: Tiger to left 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no, 209) 


--0000000---------. = 


Elephant and Horse Type 


Some Chola coins depict elephant and horse with 
parasol above. Either the horse is drawing a chariot, 
in which сазе it is placed in front of the elephant, or 
there is a horse without chariot. In the latter case the 
horse is following the clephant. 


CATALOGUE 
3125. AE, 5.3g, 21x19mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, horse-drawn chariot with 
parasol on right 

Rev: Tiger to left 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, по, 184) 


3126. AE, 5.40g, 20x20mm 


lephant to right, parasol on its back, chariot 
on tight 
Rev: Tiger to left 

(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 180) 
3127. AE, 1.32g, 13x13mm 


е 


Ob: Horse to left facing al 
iriratsa and parasol above 


lephant on left, 


Tiger to left 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, na, 198) 
Railed Tree Type 


CATALOGUE, 
3128. AE, 0.9g, 12x11mm 


eu 


Obv: Railed tree, taurine on either side 
Rev: Tiger to left 


(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na.192) 
0000000. 


Commemorative Type 


This special issue might celebrate an important victory 
of the Cholas over or a political union with its 
neighbours. The large Chola tiger is facing a bow, the 
emblem of the Cheras. Likewise the two fish below the 
tiger might represent the Pandyas. The bird facing the 
clephant on obverse could be interpreted as referring 
to the Skanda cult if seen as a cockstandard. 
Otherwise it might refer to a mythical story according 
to which the elephant of the Chola king Karikalan was 
attacked by a cock, Impressed by the braveness of the 
bird the king decided to build his capital Urayur at this 
place, 

А comparable type linking the Chera bow with the 
Chola tiger is also known among the Chera coinages 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, no.142). 


CATALOGUE 
3129. AE, 1.12g 


: Elephant to right facing peacock, above the 
elephant from left to right ankus (or parasol), 
chauri, flower pot, flag-mast, dotted border 

Rev: Tiger to right, chakra above, bow on right, two 
fish below, dotted circular border 
(Photo courtesy Oswal auction 57#12/ the large 
Chola tiger is associated with the Chera bow and 
Pandya fish) 


Chola Coins 501 
3130. 


Ом: As 3129 
Rev: As 3129 

(Photo courtesy Ragunaddha Raju; Imperial ане H7) 
3131. AE, 0.78g, 14x13mm 


ht auspicious symbols (ldhamangala) in two 
rows; ankus, parasol, rutu: and sun in upper 
row; crescent, vase and two other symbols 
(chauri and darpana?) in lower row 

Rev: Tiger to right, conch above, square dotted 
border 
(Photo courtesy Bombay auction 10-1429) 


————0000000.-. 


River Goddess Type 


This coin is from the collection of Raman Sankaran 
who gencrously provided the images. Another 
specimen of the same type was first published by 
PShanmugam & S.Raman (2001:63). The coin was 
collected from Karur and found on the bed of the 
Amaravathi river. The authors attributed it tent 
to the ancient Cheras but if the lion-like anim: 


taken to represent a tiger a Chola attribution would be 
more probable. 


CATALOGUE 
3132. AE, 6.5g, 20x15mm_ 


Obv: River deity standing on a tortoise holding fish 
in her right and a curved stick-like object in 
lower on top of 
ing from a 
square railing; on right rasol standard; а 
peacock is standing on the right bottom 
Rev: Tiger to right, its tail marked with dots 
(Photo courtesy Sankaran Raman) 


-0000000-— 
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Large Elephant Type 


Analogous to Pandyas and Cheras the main series of 
the Cholas depicts a large elephant with small 
additional symbols. Sometimes there is a parasol above 
the elephant, or the elephantis depicted facinga tree or 
a standard, but other additional symbols arc also seen. 


CATALOGUE 
3133. AE, 1.7g, 14x12mm 


ilephant to left 
iger to left 
(Photo courtesy Marudhar auction 14851, 1) 


3134. AE, 3.3g, 17x16mm 


phant to left, parasol on its back, sun on 
top left 

Rev: Tiger to left 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 206) 


3135. AE, 1.8g, 15x13mm 


Elephant to left, parasol on its back, ўша on 
top left, tortoise on top right 

Rev: Tiger to left 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 207) 


3136. AE, 1.4g, 15x13mm 


Obv: Elephant to left, parasol on its back 
Rev: Tiger to left, large sun above 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 202) 


3137. AE, 1.1g 


Obv: Elephant to left, large sun above, small 
additional symbols 

: Tiger to left 
(Photo courtesy Todywalla auction 6813) 


Ке 


8 


3138. AE, 3.0g, 16mm 


Obv: Elephant to left, frinatsa and parasol above, 
spear on the left 

Rev: Tiger to left facing a flag-mast (described by 
Krishnamurthy as peacock-standard on his 
coin 212) 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 211) 


3139. AE, 1.33g, 14mm 


Obv: Elephant to left, parasol and sun above 
Rev: Tiger to right 
(Photo courtesy Imperial auction 4875) 


3140. AE, 3.45g, 19x17mm 


: Tiger to left 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 204/ photo courtesy 
Bombay auction 10-131) 


3141. AE, 2.47g, 15xI5mm. 


Obv: Elephant to tight, parasol above. 
right 9 
Rev: Tiger to left 


(similar to Krishnamurthy 1997, na 208) 
LEAD TYPE 


In addon to the square coins, the Cholas ised a 
series of round elephant coins in copper and Кай 
Krishnamurthy recorded few ире clean, eoe К 


аера 
coins with weights between 10-128. ia 


standard on 


CATALOGUE 
3142. LEAD, 9.7g, 30mm. 


Obv: Elephant to left 
Rev: Tiger to left 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 215) 


3143. LEAD, 11.4g, 30x24mm. 


Obv: Elephant to left, railed tree on lef 
Rev: Tiger to left 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, m. 217) 
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Chapter Fourteen 


Malayaman Coins 


MALAYAMAN COINS 


According to Sañgam age literature the Malayams 

were involved in conflicts between Cholas and Choc 
with changingallinces. They ruled parts of ecules 
India, north of the ancient Chola territories in the 
early centuries of the Christian cra. Their kingdo 5 
stretched north and south of the river Pomnive 
‘Tirucoilur near modern Pondicherry, on the inland 
banks of the Ponnaiyar, was the capital and Arikimed 

the most important sea-port, 


Krishnamurthy (1987: 41-3 
identify coins of the Да 


ancient Malayaman: it is a series 
of square copper coins depicting on obverse a horse 
with additional symbols and on reverse a ‘three hills 
with river’ design. Mitchiner (1998, SI, pt. 2: 93) 
proposed to regard the peculiar reverse design as a 
map illustrating the location of the capital Tirucoilur 
on the river Ponna 


' The obverse design is in 
principle always a horse to right or left, facing a kind of 
altar or trough, with additional symbols above the 
horse. Krishnamurthy presented the richest collection 
of these coins. Nandipada, circle, crescent, aikuéa and 
plough аге among the symbols which are placed above 
the horse. in view of the absence of carly multi- 
symbol types Mitchiner asuumed a later start of the 
Malayaman coinage compared to the other Ѕайрат 
age Tamil dynasties: he thinks of the 1st century CE, 
ie. the time when Pandya’, Cheras and Cholas no 
longer used multi-symbol but only single type coins. 
‘Typologically the Malayaman horse type coins may 
have been inspired by certain horse type coins of the 
Cheras. 


Evidence Against the Existence of 
Brahmi Legends on Malayamàn Coins 


Some Malayamin coins have been described as bearing, 
the legends malayaman and malaiyan in Tamil-Brühmi 
script (R.Krishnamurthy, 1997: coins 218-221). 
Mitchiner (1998, SI, pt. 2: 94) supported 
Krishnamurthy's reading malayamān. 

When looking carefully at the specimens in 
question the aforementioned reading appears far from 
being certain. It is even doubtful whether we are really 
faced with a legend at all. Assuming the devices around 
the horse were in fact Brahmi letters forming the word 
ma-la-ya-mán, their arrangement would in any case be 
most unusual: above the horse on top the first two 
letters upright from left to right, below them the third 
letter lying on its side, the fourth letter upside-down in 
front of the horse and the fifth letter upright behind 
the horse. Apart from their peculiar and illogical 
arrangement the shape of some “letters” raises 
another problem; thus it cannot be explained why the 
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letter ‘ma’ should be of very different shape in one and 
the same word; and the ye like device has only some 
resemblance to the letter ya when regarding it as lying 
on its side. ‘To add to the problems the alleged legend 
differs on different specimens thereby forcing 
Krishnamurthy to read malayamdn on some specimens 
and malaiyan on others. 

Doubts are strenghtened when comparing 
different coin types within the series, Krishnamurthy's 
coin type 242 shows a horse to left with additional 
symbolic devices described as pillar, айдай and sun 
symbol. What is described as айла has on other coins 
been taken as a Brahmi letter уа. And on his coin 235 
Krishnamurthy identified the crescent-like symbol as a 
Brühmi"4i" whereas on other coins he describes itas "a 
semi-circle resembling moon”. And the inverted 
square 'ma’, which is depicted on some of the allegedly 
inscribed Malayamán coins, appears also on some 
Pandya and Chera types (Krishnamurthy, 1997: coins 
53-4; 122) where it is described as 'dumb-bcll' or 
‘drum’, 

Certain specimens with the horse standing to left 
deserve special attention concerning the placement of 
the additional devices: if they really formed a Brahmi 
word one would expect the single letters to be placed in 
the same way as on the comparable specimens with the 
horse to right. This is not the case; instead the 
purported letters change sides according to the 
changing position of the horse. No problem at all for 
symbolic devices, but for Brahmi letters this would 
result in an illogical and unacceptable legend to be read 
from right to lei. 

All things considered the assumption of the 
existence of inscribed Malayamán coins cannot be 
maintained; they rather seem to be anepigraphic coins 
with symbolic devices around the horse. 


No Symbols Above 
The Horse Type 
CATALOGUE 
3144. AE, 4.25g, 18x18mm 


Obv: Horse standing to right facing trough (or altar) 

Rev: River flowing from three hills, ovoid symbol 
(possibly representing city) and añkuśa 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, type 241) 


HOH Anelont Indian Coina 


MAS, AL, 3.59, IH I7imm 


Ob: As MH 
Wev MEE but symbols right of river 


Э14б, AL, 2.56g, 18x 16mm 


3 


Ob: Horse right facing trough or altar with circular 
object on its top 

Rev: River flowing from three-peaked hills 

37. AE, 3.19g, 19x17mm 

Г ГД 


Obv: Horse to right on platform, abuse and spear 
on right 

Rev: River flowing from three-peaked hills, city 
symbol and айа on left 

3148. AE, 2.28g, 17x13mm 


‚ d EAS 


Oby: Horse to left, trough on left 
Rev: flowing from three hills 
(Krishnamurthy na 243) 


————0000000............ 


Circles Above The Horse Type 
CATALOGUE 
3149. AE, 3.06g, 22x17mm 


ilar with two dotted circles above 
Rev: River flowing from three hills, city symbol and 
айла on left 


3150. AE. 


Obv: Similar, circle above the horse 
Rev: As 3149 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy na.236) 


3151. AE, 3.20g, 18x17mm 


Obv: As 3149, different trough 
Rev: As 3149 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy, по. 238) 


—---0000000.... 


Nandipada Above 
The Horse Type 
CATALOGUE 
3152. AE, 3.0g, 20x18mm 


Obv: Horse to right, nandipada above 
Rev: River flowing from three hills 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, nos.228- 229) 


Obv: Horse to left, nandipada above 
Rev: River flowing from three hills 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy, nos.224-228) 


0000000. 


Several Symbols Above The 
Horse Type 
CATALOGUE 
3154. AE, 4.40g, 21x21mm 


Obv: Horse to right, trough on right, 
anna and crescent above 

Rev: River flowing from three hills, city symbol and 
ankua on left 


(Photo courtesy Bombay auction 1041-33 / compare 
Krishnamurthy, 1997, nos. 218-221) 


3155. AE, 3.83, 19х18 тт 


Obv: Horse to right, trough on right, аиа, taurine 
and crescent on top 

Rev: As 3154 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, na 218/ photo courtesy 
Bombay auction 1081-34) 


3156. AE, 3.44g, 21xI9mm 


Obv: Horse to left, trough on left, ана, taurine 
and crescent on top. 
Rev: As 3154 


3157. AE, 6.38g, 25x21mm 


Obv: Horse to right, айна, taurine and crescent 
above, tree on tight 
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Rev: River flowing from hills, two spears on the 
right, horizontally placed spears on left 
(Photo courtesy Bombay auction 1081-32) 
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ي 
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Chapter Fifteen 


Pandya Coins 


Elephant/Bull Type 


LOCAL LEAD TYPES OF 
ANCIENT RUHUNA 


PARTI 


—— .. 


PANDYA COINS 


‘The realm of the ancient Pandya dynasty was centered 
at the river regions of Vaipai and Tambraparni at the 
southern tip of India with Madurai as capital 
Neighbours to the north-west were the ancient Cheras, 
to the north-east the Cholas. These Saágam age 
dynasties, named after certain Tamil epics, existed 
during the two centuries before and the two centuries 
after the start of the Christian era; they find their first 
mention in edicts of the Mauryan king Agoka, in the 
Periplus, in narrations of Pliny and Ptolemy and 
through a number of different literary works. 

‘The Pindyas occupied Śri Lanka during the years 
433 to 460 CE (К.А. Nilakanta Sastri, “Pallavas and 
Pandyas: Their Relations with Ceylon”, in History of 
Colon, 1, Colombo, 1959). At about 500 CE the 
Pándyan territories were conquered by the Kalabhras, 
historically not clearly definable invaders of ancient 
Tamil lands.This marked the end of the ancient 
Pándyan kingdom but after the Kalabhra interregnum 
the family reappeared in history turning out to be a 
remarkably longlasting dynasty. 


PANDYA PUNCHMARKED 
SILVER COINS 


Mauryan Aarsdpanas inspired the first coins of the 
ancient dynasties of the south, The first Pandyan coins 
were silver punchmarked coins with the characteristic 
emblem of the dynasty, the stylized fish, as reverse 
mark. These local punchmarked coins have an average 
weight of 1.5g indicating a half karsäpana weight 
standard (Mitchiner 1998, pt.2:85). Krishnamurthy 
(1997; 14-17) listed some new types with weights 
between 2.0 and 2.8g, completely different from the 
hitherto known Bodynayakanur hoard type 
(Mitchiner, 1998, pt. 2: coin 131). 

Mitchiner dated the first Pindyan punchmarked 
coins to the 15: century BCE as a local supplement to 
imported Mauryan karsdpanas, P.L. Gupta placed them 
to the early 2nd century BCE (Krishnamurthy, 1997: 
19). Both dates are possible аз the Mauryan types could 
have served as prototypes at any time of their 
prolonged circulation. Based on hoard distributions 
Mitchiner emphasized that Roman silver coins were 
accepted only by the Cheras while Roman gold coins 
were imported by Cheras and Pandyas. According to 
Mitchiner the Pándyas refused to accept foreign silver 
because they had established their own local silver 
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trade currency. The rare Chera portrait coins 
(Krishnamurthy, 1997: pp97-100, coins 164-171) 
scem to be later issues inspired by Roman portrait 
coins of the 1st century CE and they probably did not 
havea comparable importance asa trade currency. 


CATALOGUE 
3158. AR, 1.44g, 12x11mm 


Obv: Six-armed symbol, sun, taurine-on-stupa, tree, 
railed trident-axe 

Rev: Stylised fish 
(Mitchine, $1, pt.2, na.131 (Bodinayakanur hoard)) 


3159. AR, 1.40g, 11х11тт 


Obv: As 3158 
Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy RKrishnamurthy, 1997, pl. 1, 1) 


Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy, 1997, pl. 1, 5) 


3161. AR, 22g, 13x12mm 


1) 


Obv: Six-armed symbol, sun, fish-tank, ,bale-mark’, 
four taurines around circle 

Rev: Stylised fish 

(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy, 1997, pl. 1, 6) 
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3162. AR, 1.98g, 14x11mm 


Obv: Six-armed symbol, sun, fish-tank, taurines- 
around-dot, dog seizing rabbit 

Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy, 1997, pl |, 3) 


3163. AR, 2.46g, 15x13mm 


Obv: Six-armed symbol, sun, dog seizing rabbit, 
divided square with fish and taurines inside, 
оско) 

Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy, 1997, pl. 1, 2) 


COPPER COINS 


Best known are the Pandyan elephant coins but several 
other copper types have surfaced. ‘Those with a multi- 
symbol arrangement appear to succeed the silver 
punchmarked issues: one series of such multi-symbol 
coppers shows an arrangement of railed tree, bull, hill 
and other symbols; another series is characterised by a 
tortoise-tank with additional symbols. Horse 
depictions in a multi-symbol arrangement form 
another series; one of these horse coins bears a legend 
which Krishnamurthy identified as Pe-ru-na-le-thi. 

Some more otherwise unpublished types have 
been brought to notice through Krishnamurthy's 
comprehensive type catalogue of Safigam age Tamil 
coins- the stylised fish on reverse proving their Pandya 
attribution. 


Multi-symbol Type 
Railed tree, Bull and Hill Type 
CATALOGUE 


3164. AE, 11.76g, 25x24mm 


Obs: Railed tree, zandyararta, bull and hill с 
six-armed symbol and horse on left 
Rev: Stylised fish 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, n31] phat carte Bombay 
auction 1087) 


3165. AE, 11.8g, 28x24mm 


Obv: Same but river visible on left bottom 
Rev: Worn stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, 1.32) 


3166. АЕ, 5.2g, 21x18mm 


Ob: Bull right facing taurines, railed tree and «is 
arched hill on top 

Rev: Worn stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurtly 1997, no.34) 


3167. AE, 11.64g, 23mm 


Obv: Bull to right facing six-arched hill surrounded 
by taurines, part of tree above the bull, solid 
circle and wavy line on top right 

Rev: Stylised fish 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, na.37/ photo courtesy Prakash 
Jinjuvadiya) 


3168. AE, 3.4g, 17x17mm 


i 
Obv: Bull above six-arched hill facing railed tree on 
right, additional symbols above the bull 


Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na 39) 


Tank Type 
CATALOGUE 
3169. AE, 5.02g, 17x16mm 


Obv: Tank with crocodile in center, temple on left 
and river line on right; on top is a bull flanked 
у indistinct symbols 
Rev: Stylised fish 


(Krishnamurthy 1997, па.30/ photo courtesy В 
auction 1086) ^ t 


3170. 


Obv: As 3169 but temple or stupa on left 
completely visible 

Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Manikandan Nehru) 


3171. AE, 8.20g, 20x17mm 


Obv: Square tank with four tortoises, hill on right; 
below is an elephant to right facing a tree 
Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, n0.20) 


3172. AE, 7.4g, 22x17mm 


Obv: Square tank with four tortoises, elephant to 
right and dotted sun above; railed (tree) at top 
Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no.22) 
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3173. AE,2g,10x10mm 


Tortoise in square tank; hill on left with 
taurines and dovin-square above; parts of tree 
on wp 
Rev: Worn stylised fish? Blank? 
(Phat courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, то.24) 


3174. AE, 1.60g, 10x10mm 


Obs: Tortoise in square tank and dovin-square 
above; taurine in center, railed tree on left, 
stylised fish at the top 

Rev: Worn stylised lank? 

(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, n.25) 


3175. AE, 10.2g, 22x20mm 


3 


Obs: Round tank with tor 
elephant, conch, hill; additional tau 

Rev: Stylised fish 
(Plato courtesy Krish 


3176. AE, 1.01g, 8x7mm 


и; 1997, 


Obx: Square fish tank, small fish around 
Rev: Worn stylised fish? Blank? 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, type 27) 


—---------0000000--. 


Horse Type 
CATALOGUE 
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Obv: Horse to left facing, 
tortoises, taurines above and below the horse, 


triskelis at the bottom 

Rev: Worn stylised fish? Blank? 
(Krishnamurthy 1997, na.16 J photo courtesy Bombay 
auction 1042) 


3178. AE, 


1.0g, 22x21mm 


Obv: Horse tied to,yuba-stambha; square device on 
right with hill above and nandipada below 
Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, по 13/ the 
square device is described as sacrificial fre plac, 
jayna-katnda, by Krishnamurthy) 


3179. AE, 5.08g, 24x21mm 


[з 


Obv: As previous, railed tree visible above horse 
Rev: Worn stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Bombay auction 1084) 


Horse and Legend Type 
CATALOGUE 
3180. AE, 4.10g, 17x17mm 


Obv: Horse to left, square tank with two tortoises 
on left, triskelis at bottom; legend Perw-rululhi 
from 10 to 1° and again from 2 to 6° 

Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, но. 8) 


3181. AE, 3.9g, 16x12mm 
Ar 


Ору: Horse left facing, tank, legend Perzcnululli 
Rev: Stylised fish 
(hoto courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na 10) 


--0000000----------- 


Elephant Type 


“The main Pandya coin is the well known elephant type 
with ancillary symbols on obverse and the stylized fish 
mark on reverse. ‘These coins fall continuously in 
weight from more than 9 down to less than 2j, If 
weight reduction indicated indeed а chronological 
development from early to late, then specimens with 
an elephanto left depiction had to be reyanded as the 
latest issues, Referring, ro the parallel development of 
the elephant type coinage in the kingdoms of the 
dyas and Cheras, Mitchiner assumes a similar 
for both coinages (1998, pt. 2: 90). Chera 
ms to have stopped with the invasion of 
the Koñgu Марау at around 250 CE. ‘This docs, 
however, not mean that the issue of the Pandya coins 
had ceased at the same time. ‘Their striking over a 
longer period of time would at least explain why they 
are found in greater numbers than the Chera types. 


Row of Symbols on Top ‘Type 
CATALOGUE 
3182. AE, 9.7g, 28x21mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, trident and human figure on 
right, symbols on top from left to right: railed 
tree, damaru, flower pot, crescent, тиба, 
conch and chakra 

Stylised fish 

(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy, 1997, na. 52) 


3183. AE, 8.10g, 23x22mm 


Obv: As 3182 but the symbols are (railed tree), 
conch, vase-like taurine and chakra 

Stylised fish 

(Krishnamurthy 1997, na.55/courtesy Bombay 

auction 1089) 


3184. АЕ, 4.98g 


Obv: As 3183 but different form of chakra 
Rev: Stylised fish 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 51131) 


3185. AE, 4.85g, 27x23mm 


ilephant to right facing spear and tride 
symbols on top: sun, crescent, vessel (2), 


ised fish and railed tree 
(Courtesy Bombay anction 10H 11 / compare Krishna 
murty 1997, na, there railed ree left of fish) 


3186. AE, c.2g, 17mm 


‘phant to right, above crescent, letter, 
swastika, taurine, Валди, lcttcr-Eo 

Rev: Stylised fish below wavy line 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, sim.na 69) 


Obv: As 3186 but tree on right 
Rev: Stylised fish below wavy line 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no.70) 


3188. AE, 2.1g, 18x17mm. 
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Jephant to left facin 
ylised fish below wavy line 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, то, 71) 


trec, symbols above 


Symbols Below Type 
CATALOGUE. 
3189. AE, 10.25, 23x23mm. 


phant to right, at the bottom: river line, 
railed tree and pole 
Rev: Stylised fish 


(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no, 40) 


Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, m42) 


lcphant left, swastika and taurines below 
Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no, 7: 


3192. AE, 6.02g, 23x18mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, curved line abo 
pole on right flanked by conch and uta, 
railed tree (above river line?) on right 

Rev: Stylised fish 
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Riders Type 
CATALOGUE 
3193. AE, 8.5g, 22x20mm 


Obv: Elephant to ripht with two riders; one is 
holding an umbrella, the other an ankus (), 
umbrella and standing human on right 

Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na) 


3194, AE, 6.8g, 22x20mm 


Obv: "Two riders on elephant, standing human on 

right 

Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no.66) 


3195. AE, 3.2g, 18x16mm 


Obv: As 3194 with chakra on top right 
Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 64) 


Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
3196. AE, 0.5g, 12x11mm 


Obv: Bull to left 
Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na, 44) 


3197. AE, 2.08g, 11x11mm 


Obv: Bull to right, vase on right 
Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na45) 


3198. AE, 1.3g, 16x11mm 


Obv: Bull to right, vase and Indradbnaja on right 
Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no46) 


3199. AE, 0.8g, 14x12mm 


Obv: Bull to right facing railed tree 
Rev: Worn stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, по47) 


3200. AE, 3.3g, 17x17mm 


Obv: Bull to right, nandipada above, taurines on top 
and on right 

Rev: Worn stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, по48) 


Bull and Horse Type 
CATALOGUE 
3201. AE, 8.5g, 23x22mm 


Obv: Horse to right, bull to righ 
Rev: Worn stylised fish — ^ top 


(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, ng 49) 
— eoo 
Portrait Type 
CATALOGUE 
3202. АЕ, 4.5g, 17x16mm 


Obv: Crowned bust to right, dotted bord 
Rev: Tank with four tortoises ia 


(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no, 50) 
3203. AE, 3.9g, 17x15mm 


à SEES 
Obv: Crowned bust to right, dotted border 


Rev: Tank with four tortoises, parts of elephant 
above 


(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na 51) 
3204. AE, 6.38g, 25mm. 


Obv: Crowned bust to right, dotted border 
Rev: Trident-axe, rest indistinct 
(Photo courtesy Bombay anction 1081) 


—————0000000-—————- 


Other Types 
CATALOGUE 
3205. AE, 3.1g, 16x14mm 
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Obv: Tree-on-hill 
Rev: Worn stylised fish @) 

(Photo courtesy Krishnamurtly 1997, n.73) 


3206. AE, 12g, 11x9mm. 


Obv: Railed tree 
Rev: Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na. 75) 


3207. AE, 1.0g, 10x9mm 


Obv: Big fish (or w: 
Rev: Srylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnanturthy 1997, ne. 76) 


3208. AE, 17g, 12x11mm 


?), small fish below 


Obv: Six-armed symbol 
Rev: Worn stylised fish @) 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 199 


3209. AE, 0.69g, 8x7mm 


Obv: Three uncertain symbols 
Stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, no. 78) 


3210. AE, 1.6g, 14mm 


Obv: Anchor, circular border 
Rev: Stylised fish, square frame 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na79) 
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PART П 


SRI LANKA COINS 


Pandyan Inspired Coins 


Repeated invasions of ancient Ceylon and occupations 
of the northern part of that island by the Pindy 
kings are reflected in coin finds from Ceylon. Some 
Pindyan coin types seem to have circulated only in 
уоп and not in the mainland territories. Among 
them the best known type has a design composed of a 
temple depiction between two three-arched hills with 
elephant and additional symbols below (Mitchiner, 
1998, pt.2, coin 154). A Ceylon origin of this type is 
supported by the distribution patterns provided by 
CNJayasinghe (1997:324). Apart from such сой 
Pindyan mainland elephant types enjoyed wide 
circulation in northern Ceylon where many such 
specimens have come to light. 


CATALOGUE 
3211. AE, 6.8g, 18x17mm_ 


Obv: Elephant to right with Indradirgja on left and 
square railing on right; on top is a temple 
flanked by two hill symbols 

Rev: Worn out stylised fish 
(Photo courtesy Krishnamurthy 1997, na.29; see also 
МАСІ, па.5043, with fish on reverse visible.) 


————0000000-——— 


Swastika-standard Туре 
(2nd century ВСЕ- 
2nd century CE) 


Ceylon's early coinages have to be seen in the context 
and under the influence of diverse Indian coin types 
like Mauryan, Pindyan, Sitavahana and in a later phase 
Visqukundin and Pallava coins. Close affinities to early 
Indian coinages can be noticed in the multi-symbol 
designs of the large elephant coins from Ceylon of 
which the carliest specimens have surfaced in 
archaeological excavations from strata that have been 
dated to 2nd/1st century ВСЕ (O. Bopearachchi & 


R.M. Wickremesinhe, 1999: 27). Already on these early 
coins one finds the specific coin design of ancient Śri 
Lanka, the swastika- standard. For many of the below 
listed Ceylon coins 1 am very grateful to Osmund 
Bopearachchi and to Michael Mitchiner for the kind 
permission to use images from their publications, 
Many thanks also to Kavan Ratnatunga for generously 
sharing a good number of coin images from his rich 
collection, 


Elephant Type 
CATALOGUE 
3212. AE, ca, 10-14g 


Obv: Elephant to left, railed tree on left, ankus and 
three-arched hill above elephant, swastika 
standard on top, groups of three dots in the 
fields 

Rev: Swastika-standard, hill at bottom, damaru on 
left, ankus in center, mandipada on right, several 
groups of three dots in the fields 
(Photo courtesy M. Mitchiner, MACW; na. 5046) 


3213. AE, 8.5g, 30mm 


Obv: As 3212 but ankus replaced by Галий and 
three dots on top right replaced by irure 
3212 but no ankus above the hill 

(Photo courtesy Björn Abels) 


3214. AE, 7.22g, 36mm 


Rev: 


213 but resteuck 

s 3213 but restruck 
ACW” 5046 restruck on 

Ape; obverse on reverse und 


Specimen of the same 
‘reverse on obverse) 
3215. АЕ, cast, 18.42p, 32mm 


Obv: As 3213 

Rev: As 3213 
(Bopearachchi c Wickremesinbe #1 1.1, such cast 
Lopes are from Akurugoda] photo courtesy Karan 
Ratnatunga) 


3216. LEAD, 1.99g, 15xI5mm 


Elephant to right in square frame 
Swastika- lin square frame 
(Bopearachchi e Wickremesinbet#1119/ photo 
courtesy Karan Ratnatunga) 


Railed Tree Type 


tika-standard, which is not found on 
any other coinage outside Šri Lanka, was also used on 
the railed tree types, according to Bopearachchi and 
Wickremesinhe found in 1° century BCE layers at 
Tissamaharama, and on the lead and copper Laksmi 
plaques. 


CATALOGUE 
3217. LEAD, 1.55g, 17mm 


‘The specific 


Obv: Railed tree flanked by nandipadas 
Rev: Swastika-standard flanked by inverted taurines 
(Bopearachchi C Wickremesinbe 1999, var. H.12) 
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3218. LEAD, 3.89g, 22mm 


eme 
Railed tree, Indradhraja on left 
Swastika-standard, damaru on left 
(Bopearachehi c Wickremesinhe, no.L Ld; the otber 
specimens listed by the authors weigh from 04-76 and 
origin from Aknrugoda/ courtesy Karan Ratnatunga) 


Lion-on-hill Type 
Another swastika-standard type has а lion above a 
three-arched hill as obv 
from Akurugoda near Tissmaharama were published 
by Bopearachchi and Wickremesinhe (1999: types E.1- 
10). The recorded weights are berween about 0.5 to 7g 
with sizes from 710 24mm. 


CATALOGUE 
3219, LEAD, cast, 2.76g, 16mm 


Obv: Lion-above-hill to right 

Rev: Swastika-standard, uncertain devices above 
(Bopearachchi €» Wickremesinbe, E.1-10/ 
photo courtesy Karan Ratnatunga) 


Abhiseka-Laksmi Type 


"The abbiseka-Laksmi motif on the plaques appears in 
the same style on ancient Indian prototy 
Archaeological evidence suggests a Ist century BC 
dating for the Laksmi plaques (Bopearachchi & 
Wickremesinhe, 1999:29). Important for the relative 
chronology of these types is the fact that overstrikes 
of Laksmi plaques over multi-symbol elephant typ 
exist. This supports the proposed 2nd century B 
dating for the multi-symbol elephant types and the Ist 
century BCE dating for the Laksmi plaques. 
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CATALOGUE 
3220. LEAD, 7.33g, 35xlómm 


Obv: Abbiseka-Laksmi with the goddess standing on 
a lotus grasping two stalks of the plant; two 
small elephants are standing on lotus blossoms 
watering Laksmi's head 

Rev: Swastika-standard 
(MACIW 5048/ such plaques are also known in 
copper and occur in different weights down to about 1g) 


3221. LEAD, cast (?), 11.43g, 34x21mm 


Obv: As 3220 

Rev: As 3220 but inverted standard on left and 
nandipada on tight 
(Bopearachchi & Wickremesinhe, H.31, this coin/ 
photo courtesy Kavan Ratnatunga) 


Obv: Abhiseka-Laksmi, two inverted Indradbvajas at 
the bottom 

Rev: Swastika-standard in square frame 
(Photo courtesy M. Mitchiner, MACW 5051) 


3223. AE, 4.92g, 23x21mm 


Obv: Similar but larger elephants 

Rev: Swastika-standard flanked by Indradbvajas 
(Bapearachchi e> Wickremesinbe, no.H.73, this coin) 
photo courtesy Kavan Ratnatunga 


—————0000000-—---——— 


Encircled Dots Type 
(3rd/4th century CE) 


The copper coins of the maneless lion type with a four 
dots in a circle' reverse design have convincingly been 
placed by Codrington and recently by Bopearachchi & 
Wickremesinhe into the early centuries CE. Closely 
connected and probably contemporaneous with the 
maneless lion coins is a bull type with the same reverse 
design and another bull type with a triangular symbol 
as reverse design. Several specimens of the square 
"bull/ three dots in a circle’ design from Anuradhapura 
are represented in the numismatic collection of the 
Colombo Museum (Sharma 1982: 10/E.ASS. 
Wickramasinghe & K.Krishnamurthy, 2005:43-53). 


Lion Type 


As for the coins of this series Kavan Ratnatunga 
commented: “This type of coin has been found in the 
interior of the Jetavanarama Dagoba in Anuradhapura 
built by king Mahasena (A.D.277-304)...they could 
not be of much later date since not long afterwards 
Roman „third brass! flooded the coins in circulation in 
Lanka (www.coins lak-diva.org).” 


CATALOGUE 
3224. AE, 2.60g, 20mm 


Obv: Lion to right, circular border 
Rev: Four dots in circle 
( Bopearachchi & Wickremesinbe Н.27) 


3225. AE, 1.06g, 16mm 


Obv: Lion to left 

Rev: Four dots in circle 
(Bopearachchi & Wickremesinhe H29/ photo courtesy 
Kavan Ratnatunga) 


Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 


3226. AE, 10x10mm 


Bull to right, square frame 
Rev: Dot in triangle 

(Bopearachchi e> Wickremesinbe 1123/ phot 
courtesy Karan Ratnatunga) 


3227. AE, 16x16mm 


Obv: Bull to left, flower pot left, square frame 

Rev: Dots in circle, square double frame 
(Jayasingbe 1997, то. 8; Bopearachchi c 
Wickremesinhe, H.26) 


3228. AE, 1.29g, 19x11mm 


Obv: As 3227 


Rev: As 3227 
(Photo courtesy Kavan Ratnatunga) 


3229, AE, 31.00g, 27x26mm 


Obv: Bull to left, row of symbols above, square 
dotted double border 

Rev: Three dots in circle, square dotted double 
border 
(Photo courtesy Björn Abels, 1981, ND, vol V, 
м1:4) 

3230. AE, 3.0g, 20x19mm 
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Obv: Bull to right, altar on right, square dotted 
double border 

Rev: Six dots in circle, square double border 
(Photo courtesy Michael Mitchiner, $|, pt Il, то.293) 


-——--——0000000-—------——- 


Bull/Flower Pot Type 
(3rd/4th century CE) 


‘Typologically and chronologically closely connected 
with the above listed bull types is another square 
copper coin with ‘standing bull to left with a row of 
additional symbols above’; the reverse shows a richly 
filled flower vase with the flowers overhanging over 
the rim of the vase. Stylistically this fine, artistically 
engraved flower vase is very different from the thick, 
coarse flower pot which characterizes а later series of 
th century Sri Lankan coins. А specimen of the fine 
early "bull/flower vase’ type had been published by 
VA. Smith (1906, reprint 1972: pl XXII, coin 19) as a 
north Indian cast coin but recent coin finds (C.N. 
Jayasinghe, 1997: 327, coin 7) support a Sri Lankan 
origin of this type. 


CATALOGUE 
3231. AE, 4.94g, 24x22mm 


Obv: Bull to left facing small a 
оп top: sajra, stupa, sw 


row of symbols 

tika and айа, 
square dotted double border 

Rev: Flower pot in circle, dotted border around 
(V Smith, pLXXII, no.19; Jayasinghe 1997, по. 7) 


-—--—----0000000-----------. 


Flower Pot between 
Lamps Type 
(7th and 8th centuries CE) 


In a later phase of Ceylon's coin history, from about 
the 7th century CE onwards, a new series of copper 
coins was established. During this period Ceylon came 
once more under Pallava influence (Mitchiner ACW, 
1978: 644). The main devices of the local coins of this 
time are lion, bull and fish, apparently inspired by 
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"he "thick flower 
pe which is closely 


coinages of south Indian dynasti 
pot between lamps! is à reverse typ 
related to the reverse design of the Vispukundin coins 
With the sankh shell replaced by the flower pot. The 
obverse of the concerned coins has cither a lion or 
tiger, a seated bull or 'a palm-tree in a pot flanked by 
two crocodiles’, Looking for possible Indian 
could have been borrowed from 
nkāyanas. 


es the ti 
‘hojas and the seated bull from the 


Lion Type 
CATALOGUE 
3232, AE, 2.70g, 17mm 


Obv: Lion to right 
Rev: Flower pot between lamp-standards 
(MACW 5173) 


3233. AE, 5.38g, 20mm 


Ом: Lion to right 
Rev: Flower pot between lamp-standards 
(MACW 5173/photo courtesy Kavan Rutnatunga) 


Crocodiles and Palm-tree Type 
CATALOGUE 
3234. AE, 10.31g, 25mm 


Obv: Palm-tree in pot flanked by crocodiles 
Rev: Flower pot between lamp-standards 
(Jayatinghe 1997, no. 26) 


.0000000----------- 


Fish Type 
(8th-9th centuries CE) 
Biddulph, Mitchiner and others proposed dates 
between 7th and 10th century for these fish type coins, 
"The typological inspiration could have come from the 


Pallavas or the Pandyas. 
‘The reverse design of the coins of this series 


depicts two or three fish juxtaposed or in parallel 
arrangement. The obverse of one type shows a horse 
butmostlyitisa seated bull. 


Horse Type 
CATALOGUE 
3235. AE, c.1.0-2.5g, 17mm 


Obv: Horse to right, altar on right 


Rev: ‘Three fish to right 
(Photo courtesy MACW 5175) 


Seated Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 
3236. AE, c.1-5g 


Obv: Bull seated to right on platform between 
standards, crescent above 

Rev: Two juxtaposed fish between lamps 
(MACWS176; photo courtesy Jain Hemanth Kumar) 


3237. AE, 17mm 
СТА 


Obv: Bull seated to right, flower pot on right 
Rev: Two fish 
(ayasinghe 1997, no. 34) 


3238. AE, 23mm 


ull seated to right, dotted borde 
Two fish em 


(layasinghe 1997, na, 32) 


Fish Type 
CATALOGUE 
3239. AE, 3.43g, 21mm 


Obv: Fish between lamps 
Rev: Fish between lamps 


(Mitchiner, І pt. Il, na. 294/ photo courtesy Kavan 
Ratnatunga) 


=----------0000000----------- 


Elephant/Bull Type 


In addition to the above listed types some coins with 
an elephant on obverse and a bull on reverse have 
surfaced. The circulation of all these coins seems to 
have come to ап end at latest when the inscribed érî- 
lankā-vibhu gold coinage was introduced in the 9th or 
10th century CE; at the end of the 10th century CE 
this gold type was intensively copied by king Raja Raja, 
the Chola invader. 


CATALOGUE 
3240. AE, 4.54g, 24mm 


Obv: Bull kneeling to left, dotted border 

Rev: Elephant standing to left, conch above, small 
plant on left, dotted border 
(layasinghe 1997, по. 29) 
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LOCAL LEAD TYPES OF 
ANCIENT RUHUNA 


A series of previously completely unknown coin types 
of ancient Sri Lanka, dated between 200 BCE and 200 
has been brought to notice through the 
publication of Bopacarachchi and Wickremesinhe 
(1999). Together with a plentitude of seals, sealings, 
beads, intaglios and foreign coins, a series of 
uninscribed and inscribed local lead coins came to light 
from the site of the ancient Tissamaharana, capital of 
ancient Ruhuna in the southern part of Sri Lanka. The 
turning up of inscribed Sri Lankan coins from such 
carly times is a great discovery and the iconography of 
the coins shows interesting novelties. As it looks this 
lead coin series was locally restricted and not a state 
currency. According to the inscriptions at least some 
of the issuers seem to have been private individuals 
and it might be that these lead pieces were a kind of 
trade or guild coinage which played an important role 
in the intensive trade activities of ancient Ruhuna. 
Justa few representative specimens are listed here. 


CATALOGUE 


3241. LEAD, 2.19g, 17mm 


Brahmi legend around central swastika reading 
ma-ba-ci-ta apo (of Mababcitta) 
(Bopearachchi c WickremesinbettA.17 photo 
courtesy Kavan Ratnatunga) 
3242. LEAD, 3.85g, 18mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, taurine above 

Rev: Brahmi legend да-да (=of Gutta), taurine, 
swastika and fish between the single characters 
(Bopearachehi & WickremesinbetA.3/[photo 
courtesy Kavan Ratnatunga) 
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3243. LEAD, 2.43g, 15mm 


Oby: Fish to left 
Rev: Brühmi legend Ti-riha 
(Bopearachchi c Wickremesinbe#¥A.23 photo 
courtesy Karan Ratnatnnga) 


3244, LEAD, 2.56g, 16mm 


Obv: Floral design 

Rev: Brahmi legend Aa-pu-t-ka.ja-ha apo around 
circular center, branch as legend divider 
(Bopearachchi € Wickremesinbe#A20/ photo 
courtesy Kawan Каана) 

3245. LEAD, 1.61g, 15mm 


Obv: Floral design 

Rev: Taurine in double crescent, Brahmi Ti-sa-ha 
(Bopearachchi & Wickremesinbet#A.9 photo 
courtesy Kavan Ratnatunga) 


3246. LEAD, 1.59g, 11mm 


Obv: Winged horse, uncertain device above 

Rev: Swastika followed by Brahmi legend si-ta-ha 
(Bopearachchi & Wickremesinbet#A.13 / photo 
courtesy Kavan Ratnatunga) 


3247. LEAD, 2.73g, 17mm 


Obv: Central wheel surrounded by fish (or dolphins) 
and turtles 

Rev: Abbiseka-Laksmi with Brahmi around reading 
gabapati samanasa pula sada gataba (=got made 
by householder Samana's son) 
(Photo courtesy and reading Kavan Ratnatunga) 


3248. LEAD, 1.72g, 16mm 


Obv: Stylised lion to right 

Rev: Brahmi ga-pa-ti du-ta-ka pucta pu-fa-ha (of 
Pussa, the son of the householder Dütaka) 
(Bopearachchi & Wickremesinbet4A.7 [photo 
courtesy Karan Ratnatunga) 


3249. LEAD, 6.58g, 22mm 


Obv: Lion to right in dotted border 
Rev: Floral design 
(Bopearachchi dr Wickremesinke'E.11/ photo 
courtesy Kavan Ratnatunga) 
3250. LEAD, 3.10g, 19mm 


po 


Obv: Female figure, left on hip, mirror in her 
right, trident-like symbol on left 

Elephant to right 

(Bopearachchi e Wickremesinbet$F.1 photo 

courtesy Катап Ratnatunga) 


Rev: 
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PARATARAJAS 
(ca. 125-300 CE) 


Contributed by Pankaj Tandon 


"The Piratas were a tribe who ruled parts of modern 
day Baluchistan (and perhaps some neighbouring, 
s) during the 2nd and 3rd centuries CE. "They 
appear to have originated in what is now northern Iraq 
or Iran, from where they began a slow castward 
migration sometime between the 7th and the 4th 
centuries BCE, arriving in Baluchistan by the Ist 
century CE, They issued coins for а period of about 
175 years from c 125 to 300 CE, Why they migrated is 
notknown, 

The tribe is mentioned in a number of. Greek 
sources and also appears in many of the tribal lists 
various Indian texts, where it is sometimes called the 
Paratas and sometimes the Paradas. This ambiguity in 
the spelling of the tribal name is also seen on the coins, 
On most, the tribe is called the Páratas but on some 
coins very late in the series itis called the Páradas. 

Only one king of the Páratarijas is known from 
non-numismatic sources. His name is Yolamira and he 
is known from inscriptions on some potsherds found 
in the area of Loralai in Baluchistan (Konow). This is 
also the area where most coins of the Piratarijas are 
found. 

Yolamira is the first king for whom we have coins. 
Теп other kings issued coins and, when we include the 
fathers mentioned on the coins, we can identify a total 
of fifteen individuals. Of these, thirteen have Iranian 
names and two have Indian names. Several of the 
names contain the root word Mira, which is clearly a 
variant of Mithra, the old Persian (or Zoroastrian) 
deity of Light. Thus it appears that the dynastic family 
followed the Zoroastrian religion, 


Coinage 


E.J. Rapson (1905) was the first scholar to study their 
coins. BN. Mukherjee (1972) provided the first 
historical information on the tribe, and R.C. Senior 
published many new types in a series of articles in the. 
ONS Journal, consolidated later in his 2001 catalogue. 
of Indo-Scythian coins. The coinage was finally 
correctly identified and organized by Pankaj Tandon 
(2006, 2009 and 2010) and Harry Falk (2007). 

The coins of the Paratarijas form two quite 
inct series. One series consists of coins exclusively 
of silver, on which the legends are all in Brahmi script. 
The other series consists of coins mostly in copper 
(with a few in silver), on which the legends are almost 
all in Kharos{hi script. There is one known coin in this 
series in which the legend is in Brihmi. Scholars 
initially assumed, quite understandably given the 


history of Iiraluni replacing, Kharogtht in northern 
India, that the Kharosthi series came first and the 
Brühmi series followed, However, it is now quite clear, 
thanks to the evidence of the coins themselves, that 
this is not the ease here and that the BBraluni series pre 
dated the Kharoythieoins, 

‘The coins were issued by a total of 11 kings, six of 
whom issued coins with Bralunt legends and five who 
issued coins with Kharoshi legends, Most of the coins 
feature the bust of the king (or, late in the series, a 
standing, king) on the obverse and a central sw; 
(sometimes turning, right and sometimes left) on the 
reverse, surrounded by a circular legend. The we of 
the swastika as a reverse symbol on the coins may һе 
further evidence of the dynasty’ allegiance 1 Mithra, 
as the swastika was thoupht to be a symbol in ancient 
Persia of the revolving sun (атте, e Karl, and 
Mithra's Wheel (Gardunel-e Меш) Te legend, whether 
in Brahmi or Kharosthi, identified the king, by name, 
ronymic, and then his title ratana, 
ways in the genitive case and 
ways Prakrit, 
ure of the coin legend: is tha 
they are quite often truncated. Almost all the legends 
follow the same pattern: they start with the name of 
the king, follow that with the patronymic, and end with 
the title “king of the Paratas.” ‘Thus, for example, the 
full legend on the coins of Yolamira, son of Barareva, 
reads: Yoluminusa Bugarerputrasa Paratarijasa. Mowwever, 
if the die-cutter ran out of room as he carved the 
circular legend, he would simply truncate the lopend at 
whatever point he finished using up the space. Coins 
are known with various kinds of truncations, from 
leaving off the last sa to leaving off as much as the 
terminal балала, 

Creating a chronological sequence of the coins is 
of course helped by the use of patronymics, but it is 
further helped by an unusual feature of the coins of 
the first seven kings: cach successor used an obverse 
dic previously used by his predecessor. Considerations 
of stylistic evolution help in ordering the remaining 
kings. 

For those wanting to relate these coins to the 
catalogue published by Senior in his 4-volume series 
on Indo-Scythian coins, here are the corrected 
readings of the kings! names: 


Senior Corrected 
Ajuna Arjuna 
Bhimajhuna Bhimarjuna 


Maramira I lvaramira 
Miramara Mirahvara 
Spajhana 
Spajhama/Spajhayam 
Vhunamtavhaspa 


Datarvharna 


Тһе silver coins issued by the firsts 
drachm of approximately 3.65g, yielding nominal 
weights for the other denominations as 7.3 
(didrachms), 1.8g (hemidrachms) 09g (quart 
drachms or trihemiobols), and 0.6g (obols) The 
kingdom must have enjoyed favourable economic 
conditions during this period, perhaps based on a 
robust trade during the period 125.200, | 

During the reign of the seventh king, Кога 
200-220), conditions must have paced 
coinage suffered a significant devaluation, The drachm 
was reduced in weight to approximately 2.5g, with 
corresponding reductions in the other denominations 
as well. His successor, Bhimarjuna, issued only very 
few silver coins; the coinage was reduced to billon and 
then, quite rapidly, to copper. The remaining kings 
issued coins in copper only. It seems quite clear that the 
Parata economy suffered a considerable decline, This 
may have been due to a steep decline in trade, perhaps 
related to the unsettled conditions in the Roman 
Empire, and also to military pressure from the newly 
emerging Sasanian Empire. What we sce is a coinage 
reduced to base metal and a denominational structure 
suggesting rapid inflation, The coinage disappears с. 
300 CE, after having lasted about 175 years. 

"The listings below are based largely on the table in 
Tandon (2010) with some additions of newly 
discovered coins. 


Yolamira 


As mentioned earlier, Yolamira is the only Párata king 
known from non-numismatic sources. Potsherds 
found in the area of Loralai, in the north-eastern part 
of modern day Baluchistan, mention a Shahi Yolamira 
who was the patron of a Buddhist rihîna. 

Yolamira's coins appear to have been issued in 
three distinct phases. In the first phase, the king is 
shown bearded, while in the second and third phas 
he is shown clean-shaven. Each phase has its own 
distinct dies and styles. 

The coins are all in silver. Five denominations in all 
were issued: didrachms, drachms, hemidrachms, 
quarter drachms (trihemiobols), and obols The 
didrachms were issued only in the second phase, and 
may have been coronation pieces. Several later kings 
are known to have issued didrachms and they all use 
the same obverse die. ‘The quarter drachms we 
important in determining the intended order of the 
circular legends on the other coins, since on these 
coins the linear legends started with the king's name. 
‘The obols are not definitively Yolamira's issues, but are 
likely his. 

Yolamira ruled c. 125-150 CE. His name means 
“warrior Mithra.” 
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CATALOGUE 
Phase 1 
3251. AR drachm, 3.72g, 16mm 


Obv: Bearded and diademed bust of king to right, 
dotted border around 

Rev: Swastika turning right, Brahmi legend around: 
Yolaminasa Bagareraputrasa Páratarija(sa) 


dui]wooTzujvu]A]tw 
3252. AR, hemidrachm, 1.77g, 13mm. 


Four line Bràhmi legend: Yo 
Bagarera/ putrasa Pana tankana 


3254. AR, quarter drachm, 0.89g, 10mm 


: As 3251 (same die as 3) 


Rev: Three line Brahmi legend: Yolz/ лиха shabisa 


3255. Yolamira ?, AR, obol, 0.73g, 8mm. 
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Obv: Swastika turning left 
Rev: Indistinct legend 


Phase 2 
3256. AR, didrachm, 6.67g, 20mm 


Obv: As 3251, but king clean-shave 


Rev: Swastika turning left, Brihmi legend around: 


Yolamirasa Bagareraputrasa Pairatarijasa 


3257. AR, drachm, 3.53g, 16mm 


Obv: As 3256 
Rev: As 3256 


3258. AR, hemidrachm, 1.81g, 14mm 


Rev: As 3256 
Phase 3 
3259. AR, drachm, 4.04g, 15mm. 


As 3256 (new dic) 

wastika turning right, retrograde Brihmi 
legend around: Yolamirasa Bagareruputrata 
Päratarijasa 


Obv: 
Re 


YSTATYYZ YON очла 


3260. AR, hemidrachm, 1.82g, 12mm 
~N 


Obv: As 3259 
Rev: As 3259 


————0000000—————- 


Bagamira 


Bagamira was Yolamira's (presumably oldest) son. He 
must have ruled for only a very short time, as his coins 
are extremely rare. Only drachms are known and the 
only two known coins use the same dies. The obverse 
dic used by Bagamira was the last obverse die used by 
his father (coin 3259). 

Bagamira ruled c. 150 CE. His name means “Lord 
Mithra.” Note that this name is made up of eleme 
taken from the names of his grandfather (Bagarcsi, 
which means “rich god") and father (Yolamira), a 
feature we see repeatedly in the names of the Parsta 
kings. 


CATALOGUE 
3261. AR, drachm, 3.66g, 15mm 


Obs: Diademed bust of king to right, dotted border 
around (same die as coin 3259) 

Rev: Swastika turning right, Brahmi lc 
Bagamirasa Yolancinaputrasa 


tend around: 


DaJjew33]Uujecja(te 
— --0000000.--. 


Arjuna 


Arjuna was a second son of Yolamira, We ean place 
him after Bagamira, as he also used the obverse die 
used by his older brother (coins 3259 and 3261), but 
then went on to use new dies, the last of which was 
subsequently used by his (presumably younger) 
brother Hyaramira, who succeeded him. 

Arjuna issued coins in two or three phases. In the. 
first phase, he issued drachms and hemidrachms using 
obverse dies from his father and with the swastika on 


the reverse turning right, In the s 
issued new obverse dies for both dadas ш 
hemidrachms, and had the reverse svastika orang 


left. During this phase, it is likely he ыы, 
also, using his father's didrachny Pieria dede 
seen such a coin. During possible third phase, ace, 
issued drachms using the die introduced in the second 
phase but pairing it with a reverse where the кышынын 
turned sight. This type may have been issued at the 
start of the second phase, in vi à 
havebeen no third phases ns? cte there woud 
Arjuna ruled c. 150-165 CE. "The most notable 
thing about him is that his name is Indian, the mame of. 
the well-known Pandava prince from the 
Mahabharata. It is plausible to infer that his mother 
was Indian, suggesting that Párata kin 
wives. 


CATALOGUE 
Phase 1 


igs had multiple 


3262. AR, drachm, 4.46g, 16mm 


Obv: Diademed bust of king to right, dotted border 
around (same die as coins 3259 and 3261) 

Rev: Swastika turning right, Brahmi legend around: 
Axjunasa Yolamiraputrasa Pára(tarijasa) 


YRLBHYRTYAR CATER 
3263. AR, hemidrachm, 1.78g, 13mm 


Obv: As 3262 (same die as coin 3260) 
Rev: As 3262, but with full legend 


Phase 2 
3264. AR, didrachm, c. 7g, c. 20mm 
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Obv: As 3263 (same die as coin 3256) 

Rev: As 3263, but with swastika turning left 
No such coin has been seen, but it is quite 
likely that Arjuna issued such a coin and that 
one might turn up in the future. The image is a 
synthetic coin using the obverse of coin 3256 
and the reverse of coin 3265; if a coin is 
found, it will likely resemble this. The obverse 
would certainly use the same die as coin 3256. 


3265. AR, drachm, 3.69g, 17mm 


Obv: As 3263 (new die) 
Rev: As 3264 


3266. AR, hemidrachm, 1.89g, 12mm 


Obv: As 3263, same die as coins 3260 and 3263 
Rev: As 3265 


326 


3 


АК, hemidrachm, 1.91g, 12mm 


Obv: As 3263, but new dic 
Rev: As 3263, same dic as coin 3266 


3268. AR, hemidrachm, 1.91g, 12mm 


Obv: As 3263, but new dic 
Rev: As 3263, but new dic with degraded letter style 


Шау фо xp yAveTayey 
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Phase3 
3269. AR, drachm, 3.55g, 17mm 


Obv: As 3263, same die as coin 3265 
Rev: Аз 3265, but with swastika turning right 


----0000000. 


Hvaramira 


Hyaramira was the third and last son of Yolamira to 
rule. We know he followed Arjuna because he used the 
late period drachm die of Arjuna for his carliest coins. 
As faras we know, he issued only drachms and the one 
special didrachm issue. It would not be surprising if 
hemidrachms of this king appeared subsequently. 
Hvaramira was the only one of Yolamira's sons whose 
sons in turn ascended to the throne. 

Hvaramira issued coins in three phases. In the first 
phase, he issued coins using the late period die of his 
brother Arjuna. In the second phase, he issued the 
special-issue didrachm, along with drachms using a 
new dic. On these issues, the reverse swastika turned 
right, In the final phase, drachms with yet a new die 
were issued and the reverse swastika on these coins 
turned left. 

Hyaramira ruled c. 165-175. His name means “the 
glory of Mithra" or “glorious Mithra.” The root word 
ала relates to the Persian concept of khvareno, which 
Rosenfield (1967, p. 198) describes as “a supernatural 
boon which may take the form of fire, a part of the all- 
illuminating heavenly light which is common to all 
divinities and which lights a great prince.” In the 
Kushan pantheon, the personification of this Елла 
was the deity Pharro. 


CATALOGUE 
Phase 1 
3270. AR, drachm, 3.70g, 15mm 


Obv: Diademed bust of king to right, dotted border 
around (same die as coins 3265 and 3269) 


Rev: Swastika turning right, Brahmi legend around; 
Hyaramirasa Yolamiraputrasa Pérata(rajasa) 


YIYIvot£1y3vU]a]ee 
3271. AR, drachm, 3.39g, 14mm 


Obv: As 3270 (same die as coin 3270) 
Rev: As 3270, but father's name spelled Yodamira 


Phase 2 
3272. AR, didrachm, 7.53g, 20mm 


Rev: As 3270 


Obv: As 3271 (new die) 
Rev: As 3270 


3274. AR, drachm, 3.70g, 15mm 


Obv: As 3271 
Rev: As 3271, but father's name spelled Yodamira. 


Phase 3 


3275. AR, drachm, 3.64g, 15mm 
Sd - = 


Obv: As 3274 (new die) 
Rev: As 3274, but swastika turning to left 


ee -~--~ 
Mirahvara 


Hvaramira was succeeded by his (presumably 

ion Mire Nk “can Event ok ae ee 

Mirahvara used his father's late drachm die on his 

aren col and ма introduced different die which 
y his (presumably younger) brother 

Miratakhma. Miratakhma never used any of his 

father's drachm dies, 

Mirahvara also issued coins in three phases, like his 
father. In phase 1, he issued drachms, hemidrachms 
and quarter drachms. For the drachms, he used his 
father's phase 3 drachm die, while for the 
hemidrachms and quarter drachms, he used dies from 
Yolamira and Arjuna respectively. Remember that his 
father Hvaramira had not issued any hemidrachms or 
quarter drachms that we know of, so he used older 
dies. Interestingly, the die used for the quarter drachms 
was a die that Arjuna had used to strike hemidrachms. 
The phase 1 coins are united by the particular letter 
forms used and also by the right-turning swastika on 
the reverses, 

In phase 2, Mirahvara issued didrachms, using the 
same die used by Yolamira and Hvaramira before him, 
and drachms based on the same drachms die from 
phase 1. But the phase 2 coins were united by their 
having the reverse swastikas turning to the left, Finally, 
in phase 3, drachms and hemidrachms were issued 
with the fight-turning swastikas again, with the 
drachms using a new die and the hemidrachms using 
the same Yolamira dic that had been used in phase 1. 
‘These coins are united again by their distinct letter 
forms. 

Mirahvara's name is made up of the same two 
elements as that of his father Hvaramira, and therefore 
could be interpreted as having the same meaning, He 
ruled c. 175-190 CE. 


CATALOGUE 
Phase 1 


3276. AR, drachm, 3.94g, 15mm 


Obv: Diademed bust of king to right, dotted border 
around (same die as coin 3275) 
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Rev: Swastika turning right, Brahmi legend around: 
Mirabvarasa Hearamiraputrasa Páratarija(sa) 


X1YIVVYI#TI94VOJATEV 
3277. AR, hemidrachm, 1.80g, 13mm 


3266) 
Rev: As 3276 


3278. AR, quarter drachm, 0.99g, 11mm 


Obv: As 3276 (same die as coin 3267) 
Rev: Four line Brahmi legend: Minabranasa 
Hraramiraputra | sa Paratara [jasa 


Phase 2 
3279. AR, didrachm, 6.76g, 17mm 


Obv: 
Rev: 


3280. 


Obv: As 3276 (same dic as coin 3276) 
Rev: As 3277 
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Phase 3 
3281. AR, drachm, 3.08g, 15mm 


Obv: As 3276 (new die) 
Rey: As 3277, but swastika turning to right 


Obv: As 3276 (same die as coin 3277) 


Rev: As 3277 
----0000000-. 


Miratakhma 


Miratakhma was the second son of Hvaramira to 
ascend the throne. We know he followed his 
(presumably older) brother Mirahvara because he used 
his brother's last drachm die on his first issues. He 
never used any of his father's dies, indicating that he 
followed somewhat later. The die he used for his first 
issues had developed a prominent crack running from 
top to bottom of the die. The crack must have 
occurred during the reign of Hvaramira, as coins of 
his using the cracked die are known. 

Miratakhma issued coins in three phases. The 
known coins include drachms and hemidrachms. 
Because he did issue several phases of coins, it is quite 
likely that he issued di-drachms as part of his second 
phase. During this phase, Miratakhma introduced two 
new drachm dies and, although most of his coins carry 
the usual Prakrit legends, at least one issue carried a 
legend in Sanskrit. This is the only known Paratarjas 
coin to feature a Sanskrit legend, The rare 
hemidrachms were also issued during this phase; they 
used an obverse die originally introduced by Arjuna, 

The name Miratakhma introduces а new root 
word ата, which we see again later in the dynastic 
series; the name means "heroic Mithra.” Miratakhma 
probably ruled c. 190-200 CE. 


CATALOGUE 
Phase 1 
3283. AR, drachm, 3.39g, 14mm 


Obv: Diademed bust of king to right, dotted border 
around (same dic as coin 3281) 

Rev: Swastika turning right, Brahmi legend around: 
Miratakbmasa Hearamiraputrasa Paratarijasa 


KAR ургу TUT AT EY 
3284. AR, drachm, 3.66g, 14mm 


Obv: As 3283 (new die), but bust of king faces left 
and wears a peaked tiara or crown 
Rev: As 3283 


3285. AR, drachm, 3.40g, 14mm 


ERY 


Obv: As 3284 (same die as coin 3284) 
Rev: As 3284, but legend is in Sanskrit: 
Miratakbmasya Hvaramiraputrasya Paratanija(ya) 


Phase 2 
3286. AR, didrachm, c. 7g, c. 17mm 


Obv: As 3283 (same die as coins 3256, 3272 
and 3279) 


Rev: As 3284 
No such coin has been seen, but it is quite 
possible that Miratakhma issued such a coin 
and that one might turn up in the future. The 
image is а synthetic coin using the obverse of 
coin 3279 and the reverse of coin 3287 if a 
coin is found, it will likely resemble this 
although the reverse might resemble that on 
coin 3283 or coin 3288. The obverse would 
certainly use the same dic as coin 3279, 


3287. AR, drachm, 3.53g, 14mm 


Obv: As 3283 (new die) 
Rev: As 3284 


3288. AR, drachm, 3.93g, 14mm 


: As 3287, but swastika turns to left 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Group) 


3289. AR, hemidrachm, 1.84g, 1mm 


Obv: As 3283 (same die as coin 3268) 
Rev: As coin 3287 
(Courtesy Parviz Арарат) 


—————0000000-—-———- 


Kozana 


Kozana represents a break in the dynastic series for 
several reasons. First, he is not the son of any of the 
previous kings; his coins reveal that the name of his 
father was Bagavharna. The root word Baga (“god”) 
of course occurred in the previously known names 
Bagareva (father of Yolamira) and Bagamira, 
Yolamira's eldest son. The root word sharma is 
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probably related to the root word fuara, seen in the 
names Hvaramira and Mirahvara, We might speculate 
that Bagavharna was Bagamira's son, thereby making 
him the nephew of Hyaramira and cousin of 
Mirahvara. His son Kozana may then have been the 
oldest scion of Yolamira in his generation. 

The second way in which Kozana represents а 
break is that he was the first king to use Kharosthi 
letters on his coin legends. After an apparently very 
small initial issue that used Brahmi letters as previous 
coins did, Kozana's coins switch to using Kharosthi 
letters. All subsequent kings in the series continued this 
usage, although one king (Koziya) introduced а 
Brihmi legend on the obverse of his standing, king 


"Third, Kozana introduced a monetary reform in 
that he reduced the weight standard of the coinage, à 
reflection perhaps of deteriorating economic 
conditions. This may also be why, after Kozana, the 
Páratarija coinage was quickly reduced to copper. 

Kozana's coinage can be divided into three phases. 
The first, apparent phase consisted of 
coinage using Brāh: know of only one 
coin from this phase, a hemi-drachm that used an 
obverse die introduced by Arjuna but last used by 
Kozana's predecessor Miratakhma. It is plausible to 
think drachms may also have been issued during this 
phase. 

In the second phase, the Brahmi legends are 
replaced by Kharosthi letters. During this phase, 
Kozana used a drachm dic previously used by 
Miratakhma, proving that he succeeded him. He also 
introduced a hemidrachm die that imitated some 
unique features of another Miratakhma dic 

Finally, in the third phase, Kozana introduced а 
reduced weight standard, while issuing di-drachms, 
drachms and hemidrachms. The di-drachms used the 
same die that had been used by Yolamira, Hvaramira. 
and Mirahvara. 

Kozana ruled c. 200-220 CI 'e do not know the 
meaning of his name; Falk speculated that it might be 
related to the name Kujula, known from the Kushan 
king 
CATALOGUE 
Phase 1 


3290. AR, hemidrachm, 1.67g, 13mm 
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As 3289 (same die as coins 3268 and 3289) 
swastika turning right, Brahmi legend around: 
Kogunasa (Bagarharna)putra Páratanija 


gyivoniyjU)aTs 


(Courtesy Robert Senior) 


Phase 2 
3291. AR, drachm 


Rev: Swastika turning right, Kharosthi legend 
around: Keganasa Bagarbarnapuirasa Páratarájata. 


ЁЗ???) 
(Courtesy Aman ur Rahman) 
3292. AR, drachm, 3.47g, 15mm 


Obv: As 3291 (new die) 
Rev: As 3291 


3293. AR, hemidrachm, 1.76g, 12mm 


Obv: Diademed bust of king to left, wearing peaked 
tiara, dotted border around (new die) 
Rev: As 3291 


Phase 3 (reduced weight standard) 
3294. AR, didrachm, 5.05g, 17mm 


Obv: As coin 3292 (same die as coins 3256, 3272, 
and 3279) 
Rev: As 3291 


3295. AR, drachm, 2.23g, 15mm 


Obv: As coin 3293 (new dic) 
Rev: As 3291 


Rev: As 3291 (same dic as coin 3293) 
-———-0000000.— 


Bhimarjuna 


Kozana was followed not by his son Koziya but by 
Bhimarjuna, who was likely his cousin, Bhimarjuna's 
coins reveal his father’s name to be Yolatakhma. It 
seems natural to suppose, given his name, that 
Bhimarjuna was a direct descendant of Arjuna. If 
Kozana was Bagamiri's grandson and Bhimarjuna was 
Arjuna's grandson, they would have been second 
cousins. Bhimarjuna could then have been a natural 
heir to Kozana in a family environment in which 
cousins were treated as brothers. 

We know that Bhimarjuna followed Kozana 
because he is the last king of the dynasty to issue coins 
in silver. Further, although we have not yet found a die 
match between coins of Bhimarjuna and Kozana, the 
silver coins of Bhimarjuna use a die that closely 
matches the style of Kozana's last die. No coin of 
Koziya (Kozana's son) bears that close a similarity of 
style to his father's coins. 

Bhimarjuna issued, as far as we know, only onc 
coin type: the drachm. However, the metal content of 
the coins changes over time: starting as silver, then 
turning quickly to billon, and finally devolving to 
copper. We can think therefore of the three phases of 
Bhimarjuna's coinage. ‘The coins listed below do not 
necessarily reflect all the known obverse dies, but they 
do represent the three phases quite w 


Apart from Arjuna, Bhimarjuna is the only Pirata 
king to have an Indian name. His name, of course is an 
amalgam of the names of two of the Pandava pi 

the names o ndava princes 
of the Mahabharata: Bhima and Arjuna, He miled = 


220-235 CE. 
CATALOGUE 
Phase 1 


3297. AR, drachm, 2.56g, 15-16mm 


Obv: Diademed bust of king to left, wearing peaked 
tiara, dotted border around (new di 
coins 3295 and 3296) 

Rev: Swastika turning right, Kharosthi legend 


around: Bhimarjunasa Yolatakhmaputrasa 
Paratarajasa 


similar to 


217I}? th Sd A PIKE 
Phase 2 
3298. BI, drachm, 2.09g, 15-16mm 


Obv: As 3297 (new die) 
Rev: As 3297 


3299. BI, drachm, 2.34g, 14-15mm 


Obv: As 3298 (new die) 
Rev: As 3298 


Phase 3 
3300. AE, drachm, 1.91g, 14-15mm. 
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Obv: As 3298 (new dic) 
Rev: As 3298 


3301. AE, drachm, 1.83g, 15mm 


Obv: As 3298 (new dic) 
Rev: As 3298 


—0000000.— 


Koziya 


Bhimarjuna was succeeded by Kozana's son, Koziya. 
We have already seen the reasons why it is reasonable. 
to conclude that Koziya did not directly succeed his 
father. His earliest coins closely match in style the last 
coins of Bhimarjuna, although we have not yet found 
an explicit die match between coins of the: 

Koziya must have had a long reign as he issued 
many different coin types. His coinage is by far the 
most plentiful and complex of the Páratarija series 
While Bhimarjuna issued only deachms, Koziya issued 
drachms and а new denomi 


two kings 


ation in copper, the 
didrachm, in which the king is depicted standing, 
These didrachms have an additional unique feature: 
they have the king's name, in the nominative case, 
inscribed on the obverse. 

Although Koziya issued many types, his coi 
can be divided into three phases. During the first 
phase, the king is shown with a young face with no 
moustache, wearing a peaked dara. In the second 
phase, the king is shown still wearing the peaked tiara, 
but now sports a moustache. In the third phase, a 
turban replaces the peaked tiara. There are drachms 
and didrachms in each phase. The third phase also sees 
issues of both drachms and didrachms in which the 
reverse swastika turns left; otherwise, Koziya's coins all 
have the swastika turning right. Another difference 
between the third phase and the previous two phases is 
that, whereas the obverse legend on the didrachms 
during the first two phases is in Brahmi, the obverse 
legend during the third phase is in Kharosthi letters, a 
practice thatis continued in the subsequent reigns. 

Apart from the large number of obverse types that 
he issued, Koziya's coinage is notable for its 
introduction of the double weight standing king type, 
which commenced during the first phase and per: 
through all three phases. Indeed, this became the 
standard coinage of the kingdom, as almost all of the 
coins issued by his two successors were of this type. 
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We do not know the meaning of the name Koziva, 
central Asian origin. 


which is probably of Iranian os 
He ruled с. 235-275, a long reign attested to by his 


copious coinage 


CATALOGU! 


Phase 1 


3302. AE, drachm, 1.65, 


Obv: Diademed bust of king to left, wearing peaked 
tiara, dotted border around (new dic, similar to 
com 3301 

Rev: Swastika turning ight, Khatosthi legend 
around: Keg 


VDE 92 4452 
3303, AE, drachm, 1.47g, 14mm 


drachm, 1.90g, 12-13mm 


Oly: As 332 (new die, with ear Map) 
Rec M2 


3305. AE, drachm, 1.01, Hmm 


Obv: As 3302 (new che 
Rev: As 3302 


3306. Koziya, AE drachm, 1.89g, 14mm 


Obv: As 3302 (new dic) 


Rev 


3307. AE, drachm, 176g, 13mm 


Об: As 3302 (new die, hair in rows 
Rev: As 3302 


3308. 


didrachm, 3.87g, 21mm. 


Obv: Standing king turning 
wearing peaked tiara, hol 
legend at left: К 


lidrachm, 2.62g, 


Ор M 
Rew An? 


3310, AE, drachm, 1545, 121mm. 


VMI (new ihe, king with moustache 


Obv: As 3309 (new die) 
Rev: As 3302 


3311. AE, didrachm, 3.94g, 19mm. 


Obv: As coin 3308 (new dic, king with moustache 
Obi: As coin! wa with moustache) 


(Courtesy Wilfried Piper) 
Phase 3 


3312, Koziya, AE drachm, 147g, 13-14mm. 


Obv: Diademed bust of king to right, wearing 
turban and prominent car-ring, dotted border 
around (new die) 

Rev: As 3302 


3313. AE, hemidrachm, 0.78g, 11mm 
= 


3314. AE, drachm, 1.28g, 12-13mm 


Obv: As 3312 (new die, turban with ear flap) 
Rev: As 3302 


3315. AE, drachm, 1.83g, 12-l4mm 
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Obv: As 3312, but with sceptre in right field 
Rev: As 3302 


3316. AE, drachm, 1.55g, 12-14mm 


Obv: As 3315 (new dic) 
Rev: As 3302, but with swastika turning left 


3317. AE, didrachm, 4.66g, 17-18mm 


Ob: Standing king turning left, with moustache, 
wearing turban, holding sceptre in right hand, 


3316 (swastika turning left) 


---0000000.—. 


Datarvharna 


a was succeeded by Datarvharna, whose coins 
ly match the st 


clo cof Koziya's late coins, As faras 


we know, he issued only didrachms of the standing 


king type, although there isa single drachm that may be 
his also. Since Koziya was issuing drachms and 
didrachms at the end of his reign, it is plausible to 
expect that Datarvharna would start out doing the 
sam 


[he rarity of the drachms, however, suggests 
that the coinage was reduced to didrachms only very 
quickly. In all probability, this may have been the result 
of a high іа which would perhaps have 
climinated the need for lower denomination coins. 
We do not know the family relationship of 
Datarvharna with his predecesors, as his father, 
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had not issued coins. It is reasonable to 
that he may have been Bhimarjun: 
grandson, as the root word Yola had been used by 
Dhimarjuna’s father, Yolatakhma. If this was the case, 
Datarvharna would have been Koziya's nephew, 
making hima prime candidate to succeed him. 

“The name Datarvharna consists of the two root 
words datar and rbarna. We have already seen that the 
word гата, likely a variant of the root word гат, 
refers to divine glory. Although we are not sure what 
datarmeant, Falk argued that it probably referred to the 
Creator, making the meaning of Datarvharna to be 
“the glory of the Creator” Given his meagre coin 
output using very few dies, Datarvharna probably had 
avery short reign, perhaps с. 275-285. 


CATALOGUE 
3319, Datarvharna (?), AE, drachm, 2.10g, 15mm 


Obv: Diademed head of king left, wearing turban 
Rey: Swastika turning right, indistinct Kharosthi 
legend around 


Datayo 
speculate 


3320. AE, didrachm, 4.13g, 19mm. 


Obv: Standing king turning left, with moustache, 
wearing turban, holding sceptre in right hand, 
Kharosthi legend at right: Datarvharna 

Rev: Swastika turning right, Kharosthi legend 
around: Datarvharnasa Datayolaputrasa Parataraja 


EXIT ERA АЗ SE GETS 
3321. AE, didrachm, 3.40g, 17mm 


Obv: As 3320 (same die) 
Rev: As 3320, but different letter style 


=---=====--0000000-—------- 


Datayola 


Datarvharna was succeeded by his son, D; 
Datarvharna's father's name was also Datayola, the 
son could be called Datayola Il, but there is no 
evidence that the older Datayola issued coins, ‘The 
critical reader might notice that we have two kings; 
Datarvharna, son of Datayola, and Datayola, son of 
Datarvharna, It is not immediately obvious which of 
the two should be listed earlier. The reason Data 

listed as the later king is that his coins seem to be of 
he kingdom was probably 


ola is 


cruder execution and style. 
falling on more and more difficult times and the qu 
result. Also, we know of. 
ruck on coins of the 


of the coinage suffered as 
coins of Datayola that arc ow 
Kushano-Sasanian king Hormizd 1. Listing Datayola 
as the last Párata king is then more consistent with the 
absolute chronology of the dynasty. 

Apart from the overstrikes, there are two other 
features of Datayola's coinage that are worth noting, А 
few of his coins change the spelling of the dynastic 
title from Panuturija to Püradunija. This provides 
conerete evidence for the fact that the tribe referred to 
as the Paratas in some Indian sources is the same as the 
tribe referred to as the Paradasin some other sources, 

Further, Datayola introduced a new 
denomination, the tetradrachm, for the first time in the 
history of the kingdom. In all likelihood, this is further 
evidence of inflation, probably caused by difficult 
All of Dataye 
rare, but the tetradrachms are particularly. so, 
suggesting that they were introduced quite late in his 
reign. 

Falk has suggested that the name Datuyola may 
mean “fighter for the law.” He ruled c. 285-300 C. 


CATALOGUE 
3322. Datayola, AE didrachm, 2.40g, 18mm 


economic condition 


s coins are quite 


Obv: Standing king turning left, wearing turban, 
holding sceptre in right hand, Kharosthi 
legend at right: Радой 

Rev: Swastika turning right, Kharosthi legend 
around: Datayolasa Datarvharnaputrasa Pératariia 


бтрт AH SO LIMP 


3323. AE, didrachm, 4.66g, 17-18mm 


Obv: As 3322 (same dic) 


but swastika turning left 


chm, 4.42g, 18mm 


Obv: As 3322 (new die, overstruck on coin of 
Hormizd 1) 
Rev: As 3323 but swast 


urning right 


Obv: 
Rev: 


Obv: As 3325 (overstruck on Hormizd I) 
Rev: As 3325 but dynastic title spelled Paradanija 


3327. АЕ tetradrachm, 7.72g, 21mm 
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holding, flower 

сс 

Rev: 5 a turning right, Kharogthi legend 
Patayo (lasa Datarvharnapntrasa 

Paruta)riija 


--—-00ооб............. 


Vijayapota, formerly called 
‘the unknown king" 


are certain coins that carry the sw; 


а en the 
parently 
The 
has been tentatively read, and it 
that thes 


alii legend that 
other Par 


îj coin 


provides no certain 


are indeed Par 
not ment 


Coins, since the dyna 


The li 


escent on the crown supp 
date than the coins of Da 
introduced by the S; 


a much later 


oa. ‘This feature was first 
п king Yazdegard 1 (399. 
420), and was then copied widely on the coins of the 
Kushano-Sasar 


ns 


nd the Hephthalites, "Thus these 
coins proably date from the e. Sth century. The use of 
the swastika makes it likely 
dynasty (hat continued the 


they were issued by a 

traditions of the 
Paratarajas, whether a continuation or a successor of 
the dynasty is not ch 


r. 

‘The coins come in two varieties, In the first, the 
legend is read from the inside; in the second, it is read 
from the outside 


CATALOGUE 
3328. AE, didrachm, 3.18g, 18mm 


Obv: Diademed bust of bearded king right, wearing 
crescented crown, dotted border around 

Rev: Swastika turning right, Brahmi legend around: 
dri rija sabi vijayapotasya 


LICET 237] 
—--—--0000000..— 
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WESTERN KSATRAPAS 
(ca. 50-400 CE) 
Alex Fishman and Wilfried Pieper 


1 am very grateful that Alex Fishman shared bis unrivalled 
expertise on Ше series. The catalogue part is based on the rich 
adata of texts, coin images and coin descriptions which Ales: 
generously has made available, The listings below show only the 
‘most common types and ure by no means exhaustive. Pull listings 
(an be found in Ulex: Vishman's catalogues “The Silver Coinage 
of the Western Satraps in India", “The Base-Metal Coinage of 
the Western Satrups in India” and bis forthcoming 
"Eneyelopedia of Coins of the Western Хагарт in India (50- 
400 CI). " 
"T he Western Satraps, as they are commonly called 
to distinguish them from Satrap rulers of northern 
were an important, longlasting dynasty; its 
earliest members were the Ksaharitas, followed by the 
Ksatrapas of which the first king was Castana. He 
founded a dynasty which comprised more than thirty 
kings who called themselves Ksatrapas/ 
Mahakgatrapas on their coins. 

Coin finds from Kathiawar, Gujarat and Malwa 
make it clear that the Western Satraps ruled large areas 
of central western India from Ist to 5th centuries CE. 
"Their realm comprised parts of Saurashtra and Malwa, 
modern Gujarat, Southern. Sindh, Maharashtra, 
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. Rapson was among 
the first to study their coinage in depth and until today 
his observations аге of prime importance. Modern 
scholars who worked intensively on these coinages are 
Amiteshwar Jha & Dilip Rajgor (1994), R.C.Senior 
(2001) and Pankaj ‘Tandon (2008-09 and 2009). The 
most comprehensive study and catalogue has recently 
been provided by Alex Fishman (2013) who currently 
is working ona completely revised edition. 

Ksatrapa/ Mahdksatrapa are titles indicating that 
their bearers at least in the initial phase of the dynasty 
could have been feudatories although later they 
obviously were rulers in their own right. The later coin 
inscriptions reveal the common practice of a 
Mahdksatrapa and а Kratrapa ruling together at the same 
time, the latter sometimes being heir of the former. 

"The use of the Kharosthi alphabet on the coins of 
the carly kings, which was omitted at latest under 
Rudradáman, clearly suggests the northern origin of 
this dynasty. “The Indian home of this alphabet lay in 
eastern Afghanistan and in the north of the Punjab; 
and, although its use was extended from this centre as 
far as Bhawalpur in the SW, Mathuri in the S., and 
Kangra in the S.E. (Bühler, Ind.Pal, $7), in which 
regions it often appears side by side with the Brahmi 
alphabet, it is not usually found so far south as the 


dominions of the Western Ksatrapas- 
t, and Malwa. In these districts Brihmi was the 


regular alphabet from the time of Agoka onwards” 

Rapson, 1908: civ). 

Evidence that the Saka era was invented 
by Castana in 78 CE 


J. Rapson (1908: civ) thought that the early 

as might have been of 
different origi с, for example, that the 
Ksaharitas may have been Pahlavas and the family of 
1с seems to be as certain that the name 
Persian as that the name of Zamo 
(Ghsamotika), the father of Castana, is Scythic” While 
Rapson regarded the сапу Western Ksatrapas as 
roys in the south-western provinces of the 
Kusiga Empire, it was later assumed that not the 
Kusána but the Indo-Parthians had been overlords of 
the early Ksaharáta rulers. 

Cribb (1998: 178) discussed the possibility that the 
Ksaharita king Abhiraka could have been a feudatory 
of Gondophares, and that somewhat later the 
Ksaharitas could have become independent, retaining 
the dating system of Gondophares' reign (20-45 CE). 
Such a view would interpret the dated inscriptions of 
the Ksaharata ruler Nahapána as a continuation of the 
regnal years of Gondophares rather than as regnal 
years of Nahapána himself. Overstrikes of 
Gondophares’ successors over Nahapána (Cribb, 
1998: 176) support a dating of Nahapana around the 
mid 1st century CE or somewhat later, ¿e immediately 
before Castana who started his reign at 78 CE which he 
made the first year of the Saka era. 

‘The reason for the invention of the Saka era may 
have been the commemoration of Castana's 
reconquest of the Ujjain area and later of all lands 
north of the Narmadi river from the Satavahana king 
Gautamiputra Satakarni. 

Even if there were and still are different opinions 
regarding the origin of the Saka era beginning in 78 
CE, Rapson emphasized that there can be no doubt 
that the dates of the Western Ksatrapas are recorded 
in years of the Saka cra. Cribb (1998: 168) showed that 
this view is supported by the synchronism between the 
Saka era and the Gupta era. The latest known Western 
Ksatrapa coin is dated in the Saka era year 337, ie. 414 
СЕ; it is a coin issued by Rudrasimba III. Th st 
Gupta silver drachm of the type copied from the series 
of Western Ksatrapa drachms is dated in the Gupta era. 
year 90+x. As we know that the Gupta era started in 
319/ 320 CE this date corresponds to 410+х CE. This 
neatly matches with the transition of power in Malwa 
from the late Western Ksatrapas to the Gupta king 
Candragupta П. 


Two different lines of the dynasty, the 
Kgaharatas and the Ksatrapas 


"The inscriptions and the designs of the coins of the 
Western Ksatrapas allow one to distinguish two 
different series obviously representing two different 
families, the carly Ksaharitas and the s 
Ksatrapas. The carly Ksaharita family 
four kings Abhiraka, Bhümaka, 
Morumunita, the latter only known through a few very 
rare silver drachms. The name of the first king had 
been read as Agudhaka by Mitchiner (1975-76, vol. 9: 
823) but could later be corrected to Abhiraka by Senior 
(2001, vol. 2: 193). i 
‘The Ksatrapa series starts with 
Castana, of his son Jayadiman and of 
son of Jayadáman. Casta 
issued coins with only 
about 400 C 


succeeding 
comprises the 
Маһарапа and 


the coins of 
Rudradiman, 
a's successors reigned and 
insignificant interruptions until 


The coinages of Castana's family 


Castana's later silver drachms set the standard for all 

succeeding Ksatrapa coins until the end of the dynasty 
in the carly Sth century CE: silver coins of 2.0-2.1g 
weight and 13-15mm diameter with the king's bust to 
right on obverse and a crescented threc-arched hill 
above a wavy line flanked by crescent and sun on 
reverse. At this time the use of Greek in India was in 
decline and only some coins of Nahapina, very few 
coins of Chastana and most coins of Jayadáman carry 
a legible Greek legend, which was supposed to be the 
direct translation of the Brühmi and Kharoshti reverse 
legends, All later silver coins show a Greck legend on 
obverse corrupt beyond recognition. 

‘The use of Kharoshi on these coins was gradually 
phased out by Chastana and completely abandoned 
under Rudradáman, the third of the Kardamakas. 

"The first date on coins of the series appears under 
Damajadasti, son of Rudradiman; it bears the date 99 
SE (165 CE). ‘The inclusion of patronymics and the 
dates allow us to follow the succession of the many 
rulers until Rudrasimha Ш in whose name the latest 
known dated coin has been issued; itis: a coin dated in 
the (Saka) year 337, ie. 414 CE (A. Jha & D. Rajgor 
1992:924). 

Base metal coins of the Ksatrapa kings, mostly 
small roundish or square pieces, are known їп copper, 
potin and lead. Castana's base metal issues have nearly 
always truncated, incomplete legends and a three- 
arched or six-arched hill on one side and a crescent and 
sun design on the other. A number of copper, potin 
and lead coins with a standing bull, a frontally facing 
bull, a standing elephant ora frontally facing elephant, 
either inscribed or anepigraphic and frequently with 
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dates, have been issued by a number of Kşatrapa 
rulers. The characteristic reverse design of all these 
types is a crescented three-arched hill flanked by 
crescent and sun. Varieties concerning the number of 
the arches of the hill symbol occur with a maximum of 
nine arches on a bull type of Jayadaman. 


THE KSAHARATAS 
Abhiraka 


Abhiraka used only copper coins; their obverse shows 
a winged Nike to right, quite obviously copied from 
Indo-Parthian copper coins, with Greck legend 
around. The reverse device with Brihmi legend 
around was also used by Bhümaka. It is a kind of 
double standard with a device that had been described 
as a lion-clephant head on a pillar on the left and a 
wheel on a pillar on the right. Regarding the left part of 
the device as a plough and the wheel on the right pillar 
asa chakra, Cribb (1998: 170) interpreted this device as 
a linked standard of Vásudeva-Krsna and his brother 
Samkarshana Balarãma. 


CATALOGUE 


3329. AE, 10.35g, 26mm 


Winged Nike to right holding wreath, 
Greek legend Saharatoy Satrapoy Aubirakay 
Rev: Chakra-plough-standard, Brahmi legend 
Keaharatisa Ksatrapasa Abhirakasa Jayatasa 
(ECW'K-B1.1/ image courtesy Alex Fishman) 


| soos 
Bhümaka 


‘The obverse of Bhiimaka's copper coins shows an 
arrow and thunderbolt with Brahmi legend around; 
the reverse legend is written in Kharosthi and arranged 
around a chakra-wheel standard. Bhümaka's coins 
degenerate soon and early specimens with full legend 
are very rare. Much more frequently encountered are 
smaller versions with fragmentary legends and crude 
designs; they are mostly in copper but lead is also seen. 
Bhümaka types overstruck over coins of his 
predecessor Abhiraka are knwon. 
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CATALOGUE 
3330. AE, 2g, 10mm 


SEP CIE 


Obv: Wheel, Brihmi Ksaharatisa Bhiimakasa 
Rev: Arrow and thunderbolt 
(ECWK-B3.1 /image courtesy Alex Fishman) 


3331. AE, 6-7g, 19-22mm 


Ksabaratasa Ksatrapasa Boumakasa J 
v: Chakra-plough standard, Brahmi legend 


Lu)AU UW ЖҮ EWAY 


Re 


(ECWK-B4.1 /image courtesy Alex Fishman) 
3332. AE, 3.5 -6g, 16-20mm (also round) 


Obv: As 3331 but Jayatara omitted 
Rev: As 3331 but Jayatasa omitted 
(ECWK-B4.7/ image courtesy Alex Fishman) 


3333. AE, irregular shaped 


Obv: As 3332 but legend abbreviated 
Rev: As 3332 but legend abbreviated 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


3334, AE, 1.82g, 14x13mm 


32 with even shorter legend 
3332 but chakra on left 
CW'K-IM.20/ image courtesy Alex Vishman) 


3335. AE, 1.76g, 10mm 


Nahapana (50-100 CE) 
Chakra/plough Type 
Issues of Nahapāna continuing the type of his 
predecessor Bhümaka are very rare, The legend of the 
inscribed type has been reconstructed by A. Fishman 
(2016: type B4.24) from the three known specimens 


and might possibly be amended if specimens with 
clearer legend turned up. 


CATALOGUE 
3336. AE, 3.5g, 18x18mm 


Obv: Arrow and thunderbolt, Brahmi legend 
Ksabaratisa Nahapanasa 

Rev: Chakra-plough-standard, Kharoshti legend 
Ksaharatasa Ksatrapasa Nabapanasa 
(ECWK-B4.24 [image courtesy Alex Fishman) 


3337. AE, 3.5g, 18x18mm. 


Obv: Arrow and thunderbolt 
Rev: Chakra-and-plough-on-railing 
(ECWK-B4.25 /image courtesy Alex Fishman) 


Portrait Type 


Portrait coins of Nahapána in copper and lead (Senior 
2001:type 304.1) are only known in few numbers and 
mostly origin from NW-Maharashtra and from the 
Ujjain region. Usually only traces of the legends, which 


are exclusively inscribed in Brahmi, are visible on these 


base metal issues. ‘The porirait is similar to that on 
Nahapana's silver d 


CATALOGUE. 
3338. AE, 3-3.5p, 12mm 


4 
— 
= 
yJat 


3 
5 
3 


Obv: Nahapána's bust ri 
Nuhapanasa. 

Rev: Arrow and thunderbolt, Bray 
Ksaharatasa Nahapanasa 
(ECWR-B5. 1/ image courtesy Alex Fishman) 


3339. LEAD, 6.62g, 17x16mm 


ight, Brühmi legend 


mi legend 


Obv: Naha 


na's bust right, Brahmi legend 

Rito Ksaharatása Ksatrapasa Nabupinasa 

Rev: Arrow and thunderbolt, legend as on obverse 
(CWK-B5.2/ image courtesy Alex Fishman) 


Tree Type 


‘The origin of these coins is NW-Maharastra, where 
Nahapāna continued the Sátavihana clephant/tree 
type and the lion type after having conquered the 
region, Round and square copper and potin varieties 
show the elephant to right with arrow and thunderbolt 
above or in front of the elephant and the railed tree on 
reverse, Another extremely rare copper type combines 
thearrow & thunderbolt on obverse with the depiction 
of a tree on reverse. These coins are frequently 
overstruck on Sitavahana ‘elephant / railed trec coins 
(Senior 2001, vol. I1: 196). 


CATALOGUE 
3340. AE/POTIN, 4.96g 


Obv: Arrow and thunderbolt above elephant, 
Brahmi legend Raji Ksatrapasa Nabapanasa 

Rev: Railed tree | 
(ECIVK-B6.1/ courtesy Todywalla auction 90#35) 
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- AE/POTIN, 4.17g, 18mm 


U02 


Obv: As 3340 but arrow in front of elephant 
Rev: Railed tree 
(ECWK-B6.3) 


3342. AE, 1-2g, 12mm 


Obv: As 3341 but upright thunderbolt 
Rev: Railed tree 


(E-CWK-B6.5/image courtesy Alex Fishman) 
3343. AE, 4.5g, 18mm (round or square) 


334; 


Obv: Arrow and thunderbolt, Brahmi legend 
Rajto Ksatrapasa Nabapänasa 

Rev: Railed tree, swastika on right 
(ECWK-B7.1/ image courtesy Mex: Fishman) 


3344. LEAD, 1.35g, 12mm. 


Obv: Arrow and thunderbolt, corrupt legend 
Rev: Stylized tree in railing 
(ECWK-B7.5a/ photo courtesy Alex: Fisshman) 


3345. AE, 0.93g, 12x9mm 


= Arrow and thunderbolt, anepigraphic 
= Railed tree, anepipraphic 
(ECWK-B7.11/ photo courtesy Alex Fishman) 


Lion Type 


Lion type lead and potin coins of Nahapina are 
characteristic issues of the Junnar region, about 80 km 


|. ff 


ма Anclont indian Colin 


south of 


north of modern Poona, east of Bombay, 
МАЧА, situated on an Important Sütavahana trade 
route, Аниан lion type potin coins with an Ujjain 
symbol on reverse bearing the legend Süavilana or 
Sitakaryi were minted at Junnar, Having, conquered 
the reglon Nahapana continued the ise of such lion 
type coins, His hie round lead coins with a maximum 
weight about 15-18 show a Hon standings left, witha 
thice-arched hill beneath, acing à railed plough on a 
standard and à small тшм on left and а Behind 
legend around citing, Nahapina as Malakshatrapa 
(Mitchiner 1998, р, 77 118), Compared to his lead 
types Nahapana's potin lion coins are much lighter 
with the heaviest pieces weighing only about 4-5. 
Gautamiputra succeeded to reconquer the region 
in bis 18th repal year, де about 78 CH, but was only 
able to hold it for a few years, After him Isimula, the 
local Kumara ruler, seems to have continued the rule 
over the Junnar region using the title Mahikgatrapa. 


CATALOGUE 
3346. POTIN, 3.68g, 21mm. 


Обу: Lion to left, plough-standard above Гаи 
on left, three-arched hill below lion, Brühmi 
legend Bajo Mahakhatupata Nabapinasa 

Rev: Arrow and thunderbolt and bow & arrow 
a Mta photo courtesy 1 


3347. LEAD, 9.06g, 30mm. 


Obv: As previous, legend out of flan 
Rev: Arrow and thunderbolt and bow and arrow 
(ECIAM. 3/ courtesy Bombay auction 31164) 


3348. LEAD, 7-8g, 23-25mm 


(рм: Aw 3347, but legend Raja Кубат Khatapata. 


Nahajuinata 
Revi Arrow and thunderbolt, cirele around 


(TCI IRA image courtesy Alex Vishman) 


3349, LEAD, 6.51g, 20mm 


00 


Ob Lion to right 
Rev: Arrow and thunderbolt 


(HOWK-BI9.1) 
3350. LEAD, 1.29g, 13x9mm 


Ом: Lion to right 
Rev: Arrow and thunderbolt 
(IiCHK-19.4) 


Silver Drachms 


silver coins of the dynasty 
were issued with Bhûmaka's arrow & thunderbolt 
design as reverse device; the Brihmi legend Raro 

abaratisu Nabapinasa runs right of the arrow and 
thunderbolt, anda Kharosthi version of that legend on 
the "he obve 


se has Nahapina's portrait to right, 
vd covered with a flat cap, with the legend 
PANNIQ XAHAPATAC МАПАПАМАС in 
letters around. Indo- silver drachms ha 

айу been the inspiration for Nahapána to start his 
own silver coinage, N. 's conflicts with the 
Si ana king Gautamiputra Satakarni are reflected 
in the Gautamiputra over Nahapina overstrikes from 
the famous Jogalthembi hoard, Nahapana overstrikes 
over Sátavihana drachmis exist as well but they аге 
rarely scen. 


CATALOGUE 
3351. AR, 2.27g, 16 mm 


Obv: Bust of Nahapãna right with satra 
correct Greek legend: PANNIO 
EAHAPATAC NAHATIANAC 

Rev: Arrow and thunderbolt, Beh, 
Kyabaratita Nabapánasa and 
(Image courtesy Alex Fishman) 


3352. AR, 2.17g, 14 mm. 


pal cap, 


mi legend Кайо 
same in Kharoshti 


Obv: 


As 3351 with cruder, corrupt Greek 
Rev: 


As 3351 
(Image Courtesy Alex Fishman) 
3353. 


Obv: As 3351 but different portrait style 
Rev: As 3351 


3354. AR 


Obv: As 3351 but different portrait style 
Rev: As 3351 


3355. 


As 3351 with different portrait style 
Arrow right of thunderbolt, legends around 
(СІР: 3.7/photo courtesy Alex Fishman) 
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Obv: As 3355 

: As 3351 but arrow upwards pointing to the 
start of the Brahmi legend 
(СІРУ 3.8/ photo courtesy Alex Fishman) 


Nahapana Overstruck by 
Gautamiputra Satakarni 


CATALOGUE 
3357. AR, 2.14g, 16 mm 


Obv: Маһаріпа overstruck by Gautamiputra 
Satakarni with thrcc-archcd hill and Brihmi 
legend (Кайо Gotamiputasa) Siri Satakanisa. 
Ujjain symbol with crescent overstruck on 
arrow and thunderbolt type 

(MIGIS, na.1334) 


0000000. 


Horumunata (fl. 95/99 CE?) 


This is a new member of the Kshaly nily, 
known only from two coins which turned up in 2013 
and 2015. It is interesting to note his coin legend 
referring to the Kshaharitas while at the same time he 
uses the emblem of Сһауапа, In absence of a 
patronymic we don't know whether his father was 
Nahapana or how otherwise he was related to the 
Kshaharitas, The reason why he made use of 
Chastana's emblem is also unknown to us but itis sure 
that some link to the Kárdamakas existed. 


CATALOGUE 
3358. AR, 2.32g 


Rev: 
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Obv: Bust of Horumunita right, satrapal cap, Greek 
legend PANNIW XAHAP[ATAC] 

Rev: Crescent and sun, Brahmi legend Rie 
Keahanatisa Horumundtasa avd same i 
Kharoshti 


г fa [ya 


(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 1144; 
Todywulla auction 96813) 


THE KSATRAPAS 
PART I: SILVER DRACHMS 


‘The Kgaharitas were followed by the Ksatrapas (of 
the K dynasty » known as 
khas”). They started in 78 CE with 
na, son of Ysamotika. Of Ysamotika no coins 
have come to light so far. The inscriptions on the coins 
of this reporting detailed genealogical 
informations allow us to follow precisely the 
succession of the circa thirty rulers, beginning with 


family reigned and issued coins 
ignificant interruptions until the early Sth 


century CE. 


Chastana, son of Zamotika 
(78-130 CE) 


The silver coins of Chagtana and all his successors are 
struck exclusively as drachms and they are very 
uniform in size and weight, usually measuring 13- 
15mm in diameter and weighing around 2-2.1 grams. 
Their obverse shows the portrait of the ruler to right 
with Greek letters around; the reverse motif is 
composed of a centrally placed crescented three- 
arched hill above a wavy line with a crescent on left and. 
а sun symbol on right and a Brahmi legend around. 
There is one scarce variety with a six-arched hill and 
only on the earliest coins of Castana the reverse design 
has simply crescent and sun with no hill symbol at all 
‘The obverse legend on Cagtana's carly coins, if written 
in good Greek letters, reads PANNIQ IN 
CIASTANCA respecti 
on several specimens. The Brahmi reverse legend on 
the right reads raño kyatrupasa casjanasa with the 
Kharosthi equivalent raño chatrapasa са атата on the 
left. In an intermediate phase the Kharosthi part tends 
to be abbreviated and finally only a Brihmi legend is 
engraved on the reverse. Parallel to this development 
the Greek obverse legend becomes corrupt serving 


decorative purposes alone. 


Chastana as Kşatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3359. AR, ca.1-22 SE /, 


Obv: Bust of Chasjana right wearing satrapal cap, 
corrupt Greek legend 

ent and sun, Brahmi legend 

Rijiio Ksatrapasa Ghsamolikaputrasa Chasfanasa 


I$ jP wart yyy аір 


corrupt Kharoshti Кайо Ksatrapasa Chathanasa 
(SCWS 4.2 this coin/ courtesy Alex Fishman) 


Rev: 


3360. AR, 2.37g, 16mm 


Three-arched hill over a wavy line, crescent 
and sun in fields, Kharoshti and Brahmi 
end Rito Ksatrapasa Chastanasa 

(СОРУ 4.3; 


Chastana as Mahakgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3361. AR, ca.22-52 SE (ca.100-130 CE) 


Obv: King's bust, Greek legend sometimes legible as 
PANNIQ IATPATIAC CIASTANCA 

Rev: Similar but Brahmi legend Rajo 
Mabäksatrupasa Ghsanotikapntrasae Chastanasa 


хоро» щик руы душ 
and abbreviated Kharoshti Кайо Chathanasa 
(SCIPS 4.8, this coin] courtesy Alex Fishman) 


3362. AR, 2.13g,“Ujjain” type six-arched hill 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek 
Rev: Usual reverse design but six-arched hill 

(SCWS 4.13/ courtesy Todywalla auction 96821) 
3363. AR, 2.39g, 16mm 


$7 
< 
Cara 
бў 
Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek 
Rev: Three-arched hill, Brihmi legend only 
(SCWS 4.10, this coin) 
—0000ооо............ 


Damazada, son of Zamotika 
(78-130 CE) 


Dimazada is another son of Zamotika and probably 
contemporary to his brother Chastana. His first issues 
are copper tetradrachms of Soter Megas which he 
countermarked with the Brihmi legend пётйш 
ddimaghsadasa identified by Robert Senior (2001, v 
131-32). Other issues of Damazada are the 'horse/hi 
‘ype coins (ISCH 225-228) with the titles Ksatrapa, 
Mahaksatrapa and нањ The name Dimaghsada had 
been read by scholars like Pankaj Tandon and Harry 
Falk as Damaysada which actually would be Dimazada 
in Sanskrit with the letter ys’ (and also уш), 
representing the sound za’. A unique silver drachm of 
Dámazada 1 is known following the standard which 
had been set by Chastana with his latest issues: king's 
bust with Greek legend around on obverse and three- 
arched hill flanked by sun and crescent surrounded by 
a Brahmi legend. This basic type, only differing in 
Portrait and legend, is monotonously maintained by all 
following kings of the line. 


Damazada I as Mahakgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 


3364. AR, 2.24g, (1/52 SE (78/130 CE) 
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Obv: Bust of Dámazada right, wearing a satrapal 
cap, corrupt Greck legend 

Rev: Three-arched hill flanked by crescent and sun, 
Brahmi legend Rajo Mahiksatrapasa 
Glsamotikaputrasa Damaytadasa: 
(SCWS 5.1, this coin/ image courtey Alex 
Fishman) 


———0000000-——.—- 


Jayadaman, son of Chastana 
(before 130 CE) 


Jayadiman, the ‘victorious ruler, is the son of 
Chastana and the father of Rudradáman 1. Fishman 
(2013:59) refers to the Andau inscription dating to 52 
SE (130 CE), where Chastana is mentioned with his 
Brandson Rudradiman as joint ruler. As Jayadiman is 
not mentioned it is possible that he was already dead at 


this date. Only a few copper coins and a few rare 
drachms have been issued by Jayadiman. 


Jayadaman as Ksatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3365. AR, before 52 SE / 130 CE? 


Obv: Jayadáman's bust ri 
Rev. Brahmi legend Rj 
same in Kharoshti 


[t tjv шуу 


(SCWS 6.1, this coin photo courtesy Alex Fishman) 
—————000000............ 


ight, Greek legend 
ito Ksatrapasa Jayadimusa and 


Rudradàman, son of 
Jayadaman (130-с.165 CE) 


For some years Rudradáman had a joint rule with his 
grandfather Chastana but from 130 CE on he was ruler 
in his own right. Dāmazada's horse/hill type coppers, 
were continued by Rudradáman and some of his bull/ 
hill type coppers are known inscribed with the legend 
Seni Rudradaimansya, Despite severe conflicts with the 
Satavahanas Rudradiman sought familiar ties with 
them by giving his daughter to Vasisthiputra Sátakarni. 
Rudradiman enlarged the realm regaining most 
former territories of Nahapina. The silver coins of 
Rudradaman can be distinguished in two groups of 


ав Ancient Indian Coins 
ar ede which according to Pankaj ‘Tandon 
d by two different mints Mint 'A 
nose and 


Минеке 
YS I) were iss 
skinny tall portrait, pointy 
have the patronymic 

шм BY coins of finer style as 


coins with 
always as 


rounded сд 


аштар, ; 
Toydmapuirara. À comparable distinction of mint А 
sd B coms can be made for other rulers of the line as 
well 


атап as Maháksatrapa 


«ШУУ 
Ke 


тэ! 


E 


Olw: Rudradáman's bust, Greek legend 

Rev: Brahmi legend Кайо Ksatrapasa 
Jayadamasaputrasa Кайо Mahakesatrapara 
Radrudumata 
Ji tjv rarae уу quy jin 
(УСТУ 7.20; ISCH 325.3D/ courtesy Mex 
Fishman) 


3367. AR- type В 


King's bust of different style 
s 3366 legend except for Jayadimaputrasa 
Jl; ISCH 3254D/ courtesy Alex 


Fishman) 


----—---—-0000000----------- 


Indradaman, son of 
Jayadàman (sometime 
between 130-165 CE) 


Indradiman is a ruler who only recently came to 
knowledge by two coins from private collections. Alex 
Fishman firstly published these coins (2016, type 8.2). 
According to Fishman the title "Ksatrapa', suggests 
that this ruler probably served as a Ksatrapa under his 
brother Rudradiman, 


Indradaman as Kgatrapa 


CATALOGUE 
3368. AR, fl. before ca.52/87 SE (before 130/165 


CE), 15x16 mm, 1.81 g 
N 

AKO 

Cx 


2 
ATA 


Obv: Bust of Indradiman 
Rev: Brihmi legend: Rj Kyatrapara Jayadamaputrasa 


Куйо Keatrapasalndradamasa 

е eem jy ye gere 

(ECWK Saf courtesy Mex Fishman) 
———-——0000000--- 


Višvasirnha I, son of 
Rudradaman (sometime 
between 150/165 CE) 


iévasithha I is another shortlived rule 
exclusively through a single silver coin. 
truncated the legend was quite convincingly identified 
by S. Bhandare (ONS-NL#191, p.34). 


Viévasirhha I as Ksatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3369. AR, fl. 72/87 SE /150/165 CE, 2.3g 


Obv: Visasiriha's bust, Greek legend 

Rev: As 3368 but Brühmi legend Као 
Mabäksatrapasa Rudradanma(h?)putrasa Кајо 
Ksatrapasa Visvasibasa 


Jj YYY узуу سر وړ‎ sana 
(SCS 8.1/ courtesy Alex Fishman) 
0000000----------- 


Damajadaésri, son of 
Rudradaman (ca.87-99/ 
100 SE/ ca.165-177/178 CE) 


Dimajadasti was successor of hi 


Del is illustrious father 
магад 


ап. Two spellings of his name appear on his 
silver coins, Dimajadaéri and Dámazada, both used on 
his Ksatrapa and Mahäkşatrapa issues as well During 
the last year of his reign, 99 SE, he issued the first dated 
coin of the Ksatrapa series. Neither the Ksaharitas 
nor the early Ksatrapas before him dated any of their 
coins. For the linguistic reasoning behind the 
alternative spellings see the above comm 
concerning Dámazada, son of Zamotika, 


ient 
Damajadasril as Kgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 


3370. AR, before ca.87 SE (before са.165 СЕ) 
= : 


Obv: Bustof Damajadasri, corrupt Greek legend 
Rev: Dynastic reverse design, Brahmilegend 
Rajo Maháksatrapasa Rudradanmaputrasa Rajitab 
KeatrapasaDamajadaSriya 


JS ҹу угуу Jy vsv exer 


(SCWS 9.1; ISCH 331.1D/ courtesy Alex 
Fishman) 


Dāmajadaśri I as “Damazada” Kşatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3371. AR, before ca.87 SE/165 CE) 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek legend 
Rev: Dynastic reverse design, same legend but 
Dimazada/=Dadmaghsadasa 


[ӨҢ pep ]y po onse 


(SCWS 10.1;1$CH 332.1) 
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Damajadasri 1 as Mahakgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 


3372. AR, c.87-99/100 SE / са.165-177/178 CE 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek 

Rev: Dynastic reverse design, Brahmi legend 
Кајо Mabiksatrapasa Rudradämnaputrasa Raja 
MabaksatrapasaDimayadaS rija 
n لر‎ нуу» J5 үн)» Yew 
(SCWS 9.2;19СН 331.30) 


3373. AR, dated 99 SE (=the first dated coins of 
the dynasty) 


Obv: King's bust, date “99” (for 99 SE / 177 CE) 
behind the bust @J 
Rev: Dynastic reverse design, same legend 
SCWS 9.3.99) 
Damajadaéri as “Damazada” 
Mahakgatrapa 


CATALOGUE 


3374. AR, c.87-99/100 SE /c.165-177/178 CE 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek 
Rev: King's name as Damaghsadara 
(CWS 102; ISCH 332.2D) 


—————0000000-—-—-—- 


550 Ancient Indian Coins 


Rudrasimha I, son of 
Rudradaman (ca. 87-119 
SE/ca.165-197 CE) 


Rudrasiriha I was the youngest son of Rudradiman 
and ruled as Ksatrapa under his brother Damajadasri. 
After the death of the latter in 99 or 100 SE (177/178 
CE) he took the title Mahaksatrapa although even 
from later years coins with the lower title are known as 
well. This is explained by the existence of different 
mints issuing coins with different titles (Fishman, 
2013: 95). 

Rudrasirhha followed the example of his brother 
in issuing dated coins as soon as he ruled as 
Mahaksatrapa, że. in 100 SE (178 CE). At this time the 
Greek obverse legend of the coins became 
completely meaningless and minor spelling varieties 
of the personal name in the king's reverse legend arc 
known. Mint 'A' issues with the patronymic 
Rudradamnaputrasa can be distinguished from mint 'B' 
issues using the name Rudradamaputrasa, 


Rudrasiriha I as Kgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 


3375. AR, c.87-99/100 SE / 165-177/178 CE and 
110-112 SE /188-190 CE), undated, Type “A” 


Obv: Rudrasirnha's bust, meaningless Greek 

Rev: Dynastic emblem, legend 
Rio Mabiksatrapasa Rudradámmaputrasa Rajiia 
Ksatrapasa Rudrasibasa 


SE *23"" ДИЛДЕ SIO 


(SCWS 11.1; ISCH 331.1D/courtesy A. 
Fishman) 


Rudrasithha as Mahakgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 


3376. AR, 99/100 -119 SE/ 177/178-197 CE, 
dated, Type “A” 


Obv: King's bust, date behind the bust 
Rev: Legend citing Rudrasirhha as Mahäksatrapa 


J4 кзў чө 1 j yyy. J4 x سۆل‎ 


Known dates: 
7) 100SE 178 СЕ JK 110 SE 188 СЕ 


J- 101 SE 179 CE 
"у= 102 SE 180 CE 7)K* 112 SE 190 СЕ 
^3 103 SE 181 CE e€: 113 SE 191 CE 
7)Y 104 SE 182 CE JK¥ 114 SE 192 CE 
OP 105 SE 183 СЕ KF 115 SE 193 CE 
JY 106 SE 184 CE KY 116 SE 194 CE 
77 107 SE 185 СЕ JK? 117 SE 195 CE 
DS 108 SE 186 CE “DKS 118 SE 196 CE 
^J3 109 SE187 CE KJ 119 SE197 CE 
(SCWS 11.2; ISCH 333D/courtesy A.Fishman) 
3377. AR, dated, type “ 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek 
Rev: Dynastic reverse design,"type B” patronymic 
Rudradamaputrasa 
Known dates: 
Same dates as previous but also 111 SE 
(=189 CE) 
ore 
(SCIWS 11.6; ISCH 333D) 


— KÁ— 


Jivadaman, son of 
Daàmajadasri 
(119-121 SE/197-199 CE) 


Jivadiman succeeded Rudrasiriha 1 and had a short 
reign of only three His coins use the title 
Mabáksatrapa only and arc all rarely encountered. 


Jivadaman, as Mahaksatrapa 
CATALOGUE 


3378. AR, 119-121 SE / 197-199 CE, type 


“А” 


Obv: Jivadiman's bust, mea 
Rev: Legend ("type A") 

Rajio Mabaksatrapasa  Dámajadafriyaaputrasa. 
Rájio Mabaksatrapasa Jivadamna 

ON Vy evea Juy yy very vua y 
Known dates: 

9} 119 SE 197 CE 

2@- 121 SE 199 CE 

CWS 12.1; ISCH 336.1 courtesy A.Fisman) 


3379. AR, type “B 


iningless Greek 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek 
Rev: As 3278 legend but patronymic 


Damajadasaputrara and personal name 
Jivadémasa 


JY vez vu every Jy урум ratyu 
Known dates: 


79%) 119SE197 CE 

JQ 1205Е 198 CE 

Q- 121 SE 199 CE 

(SCWS 12.2; ISCH 336.2D 
0000090... 


Rudrasena I, son of 
Rudrasirnha 
(120-144 SE / 198-222 CE) 


Rudrasena I had a long reign and his coins are 
frequently seen. A coin in his name dated 112 SE is 
discussed as a possible issue when still being under the 
rule of his father (Fishman 2013: 122). As for the 
question why Rudrasena followed Jivadaman instead 
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Of the latter's brother Fishman (2013: 123) discussed 
the possibility that :“...if Jivadaman was defeated and 
killed by the Kushans or the Satavahanas, the victor's 
choice might not have been the brother of the dead 
Jivadiman, but Rudrasena, who was probably outside 
the immediate order of succession. Satyadáman, who 
should have inherited the throne, did not receive any 
titles until 124 SE... when Rudrasena granted a royal 
title to the rightful heir to the throne...” During 
Rudrasena's reign his two brothers Jivadiman II and 
Iivaradeva issued coins as Ksafrapas, the former in 127 
SE, the latter in 137 SE. During his later years he had a 


conjoint rule with his son Prthivisena and with his 
brother Damasena. 


Rudrasena I as Ksatrapa 
CATALOGUE 


3380. AR, 120-124 SE/198-202 CE, "type A" 


Obv: Rodrasena's bust, meaningless Greek 


Rev: Legend Rajo Mahäksatrapasa Rudrasibasaputrasa 
Rájrio Ksatrapasa Rudrasenasa 


JS vay pore jg дүз gp 


Known dates: 
JA 120SE 198 CE 7q- 123 SE 201 CE 
JQ- 121 SE 199 СЕ ЭЧУ 124 SE 202 CE 
28: 12258 200 CE 
(SCWS 13.1; ISCH 339D/courtesy 
Rudrasena I as Mahakgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 


shwan) 


3381. AR, 112 (?); 121-144 SE /190 (2), 199-222 
CE), “type A” 


Obv: King's bust, meaningless Greek 
Rev: Same legend but Mabäksatrapasa 
Jrvag pene ру vigor uay 
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Known dates: 
Jey 124 SE 202 CE AY 134 SE 212 CE 
Jak 125 SE 203 CE "ер 135 SE 213 CE 
78У 126 SE 204 CE "ну 136 SE 214 СЕ 
7797 127 SE 205 CE. ее) 137 SE 215 CE 
795 128 SE 206 Jay 138 SE 216 CE 
176) 129 SE 207 CE. Jay 139 SE 217 CE 
7" 13058 208СЕ 7H 140SE 218 CE 
17% 131 SE 209 CE JK- 141 SE 219 CE 
79%: 132SE210CE 7K 142 SE 220 CE 
on “DHE 143 SE 221 СЕ 
(SCW’S 13.2/) 

3382, AR, “type В”, same dates known 


Obv: King's bust, meaningless Greek 
Rev: Same legend but Rudrasibaputrasa 


JS vag Ри)” Je Уй” рл 
(SCWS 13.4; ISCH 339 BD/ courtesy A.Fishman) 


————0000000-————- 


Satyadaman, son of 

Damajadasri 
(124 SE/202 CE) 
Satyadiman would have been the expected successor 
of his brother Jivadiman but for some reason 
Rudrasena 1 became Jivadáman's successor. 
Satyadáman's rare coins, inscribed in pure Sanskrit, аге 
exclusively known for the year 124 SE when he may 
have been Кара for a short span of time under 
Rudrascna l. 


Ѕагуабатап as Ksatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3383. AR, 124 SE/202 CE, “type A" 


Obv: Satyadáman's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Legend Rájio Mabaksatrapasya Dámajadatriya- 

putrasya Rájia Ksatrapasya Sabyadánma 

I4 хууоутуегушују IB YY * 
Known dates: 

“78¥ 124 SE 202 CE 

(SCWS 14.35.124; ISCH 338.1D/ 

courtesy Todywalla auction 964135) 


—————0000000-——-———- 


Iévaradeva, son of 
Rudrasimha I 
(137 SE/ 215 CE) 


lévaradeva was a brother of Rudrasena I. It is an 
unusual name of Abhiraka or Sitavahana origin. Only 
a few coins of this king are known, all with the same 
date 137 SE, а year when Rudrasena I was still in 


power, 
Iévaradeva as Kgatrapa 


CATALOGUE 
3384. AR, 137 SE/215 CE 


22 


Obv: lévaradeva's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Legend Rájio Mahaksatrapasa Rudrasibaputrasa 
Кайа Ksatrapasa Iivaradevasa 


19 ие» pong Ју ges jn 


Known dates: 


7? 
(SCIPS 16.1./ courtesy A.Fishman) 


=——————---0000000- 


Prthivisena, son of 
Rudrasena I 
(143-144 SE/ 221-222 CE) 


Prthivisena ruled for the short period of only two 
years as Ksatrapa under his father. Most of his rare 
coins are dated 144 SE, the date 143 SE is extremely 
rare. A variety with reversed symbols sun and crescent 
on reverse is known and it is also extremely rare. As 


son of Rudrasena 1 one would have expected him to 
follow his father but for some reasons this neve 
s 5 


happened and it was Rudrasena's brother Dimasens 
who succeeded Rudrasena L. " 


Prthivisena as Kgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3385. AR, 143-144 SE /221-222 СЕ, type “A” 


rthivisena's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
: Legend Rajjo Mabiksatrapaza Rudrasenaputrasa 
Rajiiah Ksatrapasa Prthivisenasa 


If os pone Jy [jw gaan 


Known dates: 
7H: 143 SE 221 CI 
(CWS 17, 


‘DK 144 SE 2 
ISCH 345.1D) 
0000000. 


Damasena, son of 
Rudrasimha I 
(144-160 SE/222-238 CE) 


Dimasena's coins with the title Ksaérapa are exclusively 
known with the date 144 SE, the last year of the reign 
of his brother Rudrasena I. АШ following coins of 
Dimasena bear the title Мард хара. His coins were 
issued in silver, potin and copperand their rarity largely 
depends on the date they bear. Type “А” coins show 
the patronymic Rudrasibasaputrasa, type “B” 
Rudrasibuputrasa. 

During his long reign he shared rule with a number 
of Asatrapas: with Damajadaéri II from 154-156 SE, 
with Viradáman , his son, from 156-160 SE and with 
Yasodiman, another son, in 160SE. 


Damasena, as Kgatrapa 


CATALOGUE 
3386. AR, 144 SE / 222 CE, “type АЗ” 
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Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 


Rev: Legend Rajiio Mabiksatrapasa Rudrasibasaputrasa 
Кайа) Ksatrapasa Damasenasa 


Jy HVY jsp Je yuy vv 


Known dates: 
‘DKF 144 SE 222 CE 
(SCWWS 18.1.144; ISCH 346.10D) 
Damasena as Mal 
CATALOGUE 


satrapa 


3387. AR, 144-160 SE / 222-238 CE, “type A” 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Same legend but title Майа ағара and 
patronymic Rudrasihasaputrara 


Jg Дз, jan pg jw тузлу 
Known dates: 

ЧУ 144 SE 222 CE 7722 15 

WP 1458 i y 
INY 1469 QC 
ior 
i 93 15 
m 


(SCWS 18. 
3388. AR, “Bombay mint” 


Obv: Crude bust, no Greek letters, no date 

Rev: Corrupt inscriptions, carly Maitraka issue? 
(SCWS 184U; fISCH 346.80D/ courtesy 
AFishman) 


Е = 
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3389. AR, “Bombay mint” 


3391, AR, with reversed symboli. 


: Crude bust, no Greek letters, no date 

Rev: Misspelled legend Кайо Mahiksapatrapasa 
 Madásaputrasa Кайо Mabiksapatrasa Rudrusibasa 

18.6U/courtesy Alex Fishman] according to 

the legend this would be а coin of Rudrastnha, son of 

Daimasena but obviously the engraver confused the king 

and bis father) 


0000000... 


Sarhghadaman, son of 
Rudrasimha 
(127-129 SE/205-207 CE and 
149SE/227 CE) 


Sarhghadàman was apparently appointed as Kealrapa 
during the rule of his brother Rudrasena for the years 
127-129 CE. After a long break he minted coins again 
during the year 149 CE but this time as Mahdkgatrapa. 
An explanation might be a short termed rebellion 
against his brother Dàmasena who was in power at this 
time. 


Sarhghadaman, as Ksatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3390. AR, 127-129 SE / 205-207 CE, “type B” 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Legend Rajo Mabdksatrapasa Radrasibaputrasa. 
Кайа Ksatrapasa Saghadimna 
[$ Wage juga jg aon guy 
Known dates: 
7)85 128 SE 206 CE "83 129 SE 207 CE 
(ECWK 19.1/courtesy Todymalla auction 968182) 


ing's bust, corrupt G 
Rev: Sun and moon reversed 
Known dates: 


78 27 5205 Cli 
(ECWK. 19.1Ң/ courtesy Alex Fishman) 


Sarhghadaman as Mahakgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3392. AR, 149 SE / 227 СЕ 


Obv: King's bust 
Rev: Legend Кайо Mabihsatrapasa Radrasibataputrasa 
Rájio Mahäksatrapasya Saghadimnah 


K Vy шуу” [И муу, ушу: 


Known dates: 
293149 SE 227 CE 
(ECWS 192) 


Damajadaéri II, 
son of Rudrasena 
(154-156 SE/ 232-234 CE) 


Dimasena appointed his nephew Damajadairi II as 
Keatrapas from 154-156 SE. All his known coins are 
from “mint B", 


Damajadaéti II as Kgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3393. AR, 154-156 SE / 232-234 CE, “ 


type В” 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Legend: Rijito Mabäksatrapasa Rudrasenaputrasa 
Rájia Kratrapasa Dámajadairiya 
J8 ty JJ وغ ورز‎ амыуол 
Known dates: 
ЭЭУ 154 SE 232 CE VIY 156 SE 234 CE 
‘DPF 155 SE 233 CE 


(SCWS 20.1; ISCH 348D/ courtesy Alex 
Fishman) 


Viradàman, son of Damasena 
(156-160 SE/ 234-238 CE) 


During his long reign Dámasena shared rule with his 
son Viradiman from 156-160 SE whom he appointed 
as Ksatrapa. 


Viradaman, as Ksatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3394. AR, 156-160 SE / 234-238 CE, “type A” 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Legend Réjiio Mahaksatrapasa Damasenasaputraca 
Réjitah Ksatrapasa V'iradámnah 


Jj usya iive Ту ¿yay лү; 
Known dates: 
J2 156 SE 234 CE J23 159 SE 237 CE 
97 157 SE 235 СЕ 793 160 SE 238 CE 
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DPS 158 SE 236 CE 
(SCWS 21.1; ISCH 349/ courtesy Alex Fishman) 
0000000... 


YaSodaman I, son of 
Damasena 
(160-161 SE/238-239 CE) 


Yasodiman I was another son of Dāmasena who ruled 
for only a few years following his brother Viradaman. 
His scarce coins are known as Ksairapa and as 
Mabéksatrapaissues. 

Yaéodaman I as Kgatrapa 


CATALOGUE 
3395. AR, 160 SE / 238 CE, “type A” 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greck, date 
Rev: Legend Кайо Malákzatrapata Démarenasaputrasa 
Rajah Kratrapata Yatodinmab 
JS viro tay Jy jv na 
Known dates: 
23 160SE238 CE 
(SCWS 22.1.160; ISCH 350.1D/ courtesy А. 
Fishman) 
Yasodàman I as Mahaksatrapa 
CATALOGUE 


3396. AR, 160-161 SE/238-239 CE, “type A” 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Same legend but king as Mahdksatrapasa 
Jg чул tig Jy уулы cuna ya 
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Known dates: 
JI iaosn2ygcn JY 161 SE 239 CE 


(SCWS 22.2; ISCH 350.2-31/ courtesy 
А. ибан) 


0000000. 


Vijayasena, son of Damasena 
(160-173 SE/238-251 CE) 


Following the death of his father Dámasena in 16058 
alrapa under the short 
n I. From 161 
ита. Vijaya 


ja 
reign of his brother 
onwards he issued coins as Мада 


coins are among the most frequently encountered. 
: chapter) 


radatta (sce Abhira 
in 164 
ed coins of the 
Yimasena arc also 


"Bombay type" as known for 
known for Vijayasena. 


Vijayasena as Kgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3397. AR, 160-161 SE /238-239 CE, “type A” 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Legend Rj Mahiksatrapaza Démasenasapntrasa 
jab Ksatrapasa Vijayasenasa 


jf jur узуун Jy д AEwyly 
Known dates: 
J3 160SE 238 CE 7-161 SE 239 CE 


(SCWS 23.1; ISCH 351.10-11D/ courtesy 
A.Fishman) 


Vijayasena as Mahākşatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3398. AR, 161-173 SE / 239-251 CE, “type B” 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Same legend but king as Mahäksatrapasa 


B vi узшу ГИ ЫЛ uy KEWVIY 
Known dates: 
<J 161 55239 CH 5 168 SE 246 C 
J: 12st 240 CI 7) 169 SE 247 C 
Jj; 163521 Ck Jå 17058 248 CE 
Фуу 164 Sb 242 CE Jdr 171 SE 249 C! 
9j} 16585243 CE. Jde 172 SH 250 
JIY 16691244 CE Jd: 173 8251 СІ 
912 167 SE 245 CE 
(SCS 23.3; ISCH 351.61-72D/ courtesy 
AFishman) 


3399. AR, “Bombay type” 


Obv: Crude bust, no Greek letters, no date 

Rev: As 3398 but misspellings in the legend and 
two stacked crescents 
(CWS 23.3U/ courtesy Alex Fishman) 


Damajadaári III, son of 
Damasena 
(171-178 SE/249-256 CE) 


He started as Mahaksatrapa while his brother 
Vijayasena was still in power, His coins are quite 
common except for those dated 171 and 178SE. Many 
of the coins show an increasingly bad style. 


Damajadaéri III as Mahakgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3400. AR, 171-178 SE / 249-256 CE, “type В” 


Obv: King's bust, date behind bust 
Rev: Legend Rájio Mabáksatrapasa. Damasenaputrasa 
Rájio Mabaksatrapasa Dámajadairiya 
J үз wu J vip нш 
Known dates: 
Jad: 171 SE 249 CE "ДЬ 175 SE 253 CE 
Jd 172SE 250 CE yyy 176 SE 254 CE 
Jd: 1735Е 251 СЕ 39) 177 SE 255 CE 
‘TH 174 SE 252 CE 735 178 SE 256 CE 
(SCWS 26.1; ISCH 353D/courtesy Alex 
Fishman) 


-——-————0000000............. 


Rudrasena II, 
son of Viradaman 
(177-198 SE/255-276 CE) 


During Damasena's reign his son Viradiman had been 
Ksairapa from 156-160 SE. Many years later, in 177 SE, 
Vitadiman's son Rudrasena II ascended the throne in 
succession of his uncle Damajadašri Ш and ruled as 
 Mabáksatrapa right from the beginning until 198 SE. 
Except for some rare dates the coins of Rudrasena II 
are common. No “mint A” issues but only “mint В” 
issues are known, 


Rudrasena П as Mahaksatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3401. AR, 177-199 SE / 255-277 CE, “type B” 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 

Rev: Legend Rajitah Ksatrapasa V iradàmapulrasa. 
Rajo Mahaksatrapasa Rudrasenasa 
лды ыш vage ыы 

Known dates: А 
JF] 177 SE 255 CE J0) 189 SE 267 CE 


ЭЦ 178 SE 256 CE 78 190 SE 268 CE 
123] 179 SE 257 CE 7@- 191 SE 269 CE 
JO 180 SE 258 CE 2@: 192 SE 270 CE 
JO- 181 SE 259 СЕ J®= 193 SE 271 СЕ 
ЭФ: 182 SE 260 CE 2G 194 SE 272 CE 
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‘JO: 183 SE 261 CE JØ} 195 SE 273 CE 
JOY 184 SE 262 CE 70 196 SE 274 CE 
JOH 185 SE 263 CE 70) 197 SE 275 CE 
JOY 186 SE 264 CE 705 198 SE 276 CE 
70) 187 SE 265 CE 70) 199 SE 277 CE 
JOS 188 SE 266 CE 


(SCWS 27.1; ISCH 354D/conrtesy Alex 
Fishman) 


3402. AR, “Bombay type” 


Obv: Crude style bust, no Greek, no date 
Rev: Corrupt legend 
(SCWS 27.1U/ courtesy Alex Fishman) 


—————0000000-——.—- 
Visvasimha П, 
son of Rudrasena 
(198-202 SE/276-280 CE) 


Style and fabric deteriorate, many coins are crudely 
struck on small flans making the identification of the 
dates mostly impossible. Ksatrapa and Mahaksateapa 
coins were issued at the same time, each of them 
probably in different parts of the realm (Fishman 
2013: 228). Generally the coins of this king are quite 
common and frequently low weights down to 1.8g are 
observed. 


Viévasirhha II as Kgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3403. AR, 196-202 SE / 274-280 CE 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Legend Rajio Mabaksatrapasa Radratenaputnita 
Rájiab Ksatrapasa Vifvasibasa 
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Jf gw pig JEVY sv 


Known dates: 


JOY 196 SE 274 CE J 200 SE 278 CE 
7®? 197 SE 275 CE P- 201 SE 279 CE 
7965 198 SE 276 CE = 202 SE 280 CE 
726) 199 SE 277 CE 


(SCWS 28.12); ISCH 355.20-22D/ 
courtesy Todywalla auction 968270) 


ViSvasitnha II as Mahaksatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3404. AR, 198-202 SE / 276-280 CE 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Same legend but king as Mabäksatrapasa 


JY vvu ру y vase D d 
Known dates: 
765 198 SE 276 CE ^) 200SE 278 CE 
763 199 SE 277 CE 7- 201 SE 279 CE 
= 202 SE 280 CE 
(SCWS 28.2/ courtesy Alex Fishman) 
—— ---0000000-—-——---- 


Bhartrdaman, 
son of Rudrasena II 
(198-217 SE/276-295 CE) 


Until 204 SE Bhartrdáman served as Ksafrapaunder his 
brother Vigvasitnha Il, from that year onwards he 
appears as Mahäksatrapa on his coins. The portrait style 
of his early coins is similar to that of his brother 
Visvasitnha II with a large bust leaving not enough 
space for the complete date being visible; the strike is 
not very deep leaving flatly struck areas. After 212SE a 
much cruder and smaller bust can be observed; now 
the strike is deeper in higher relicf and the date more 
frequently visible. 


Bhartrdaman, as Ksatrapa 


CATALOGUE 
3405. AR, 198-204 SE/ 276-282 CE, “old style” 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Кайо Mahiksatrapasa Rudrasenaputrasa Rajah 
Ksatrapasa Bhartrdámna 
ушунун Jy jo PL 


Known dates: 


JOS 198SE = 2025Е 
I} 1995Е 7: 203 SE 

1 200sE IYF 204 SE 
J- 201SE 

(SCWS 29.1.204; ISCH 356.24D/ courtesy A. 
Fishman) 


Bhartrdáman, as Mahakgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3406. AR, 204-217 SE/ 282-295 CE, “old style” 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Same legend but king as Mahdksatrapasa 
Known dates: 


IY 2045Е Ys 2085Е —)<=212SE 
Ur 205$Е YS 209SE 
DY 2%$Е Ук 210$Е 
27 20758 Jx- 211 SE 


(SCWS 29.2212; ISCH 356.32D/ courtesy A. 
Fishman) 


3407. AR, as Mahaksatrapa, “new style” 
= 


Obv: Smaller bust, deeper strike 
Rev: Same legend 
Known dates: 


J% 211SE 79%% 214 SE 
7% 2128E Jor 215 sp 
7% 213SE «y 216SE 


(SCWS 29.3.213; ISCH 356.33D/ courtesy 
A.Fishman) 


J% 217 sz 


3408. AR, with reversed sun and moon 


Obv: Small bust of king 
Rev: Same legend, sun and moon reversed 
(SCWS 29.3R/ courtesy A. Fishman) 


3409. AR, without the sun 


Obv: Small bust of king 
Rev: Same legend, sun is omitted 
(SCWS 29.4/ courtesy A.Fishman) 


— 0000000. 


Уібуаѕепа, 
son of Bhartrdaman 
(214-226 SE/292-304 CE) 


During the last years of his rule Viévasena was 
appointed as Ksatrapa by his father Bhartpdiman. 
Nearly all coins of Viévasena are Ksatrapaissues except 
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two specimens with the Mahiksatrapa title. All 
following kings until 270 SE (348 CE) made only use 
of the Ksairapa title which has been explained by the 
rising power of the Sassanian Empire (Fishman 2013: 
149) which exercised a hegemonic influence in the 
region. "Old style” coins of Visvasena are common, 
Starting in 225 SE “new style” coins were minted 
showing a somewhat larger bust and higher relief, 


Visvasena as Kgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3410. AR, 214-226 SE / 292-304 CE, “old style” 


<ing's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
gend Койо Mabdkesatrapasa Bharirdima- 
Putrasa Rajah Ksatrapasa V'itrasenasa 


pv Rye eae үн 


Known dates: 
783 214815 jeg 2195: gy 224 
J% 215SE 79 220SE 29225 
JOY 2165: JA- 22156 0f 226 SE 
729) 217 70: 22: 
221858 7g: 22 
(SCI'S 30.1.х/ courtesy A. Fishman) 


E 


3411. AR, “new style”, (225-226 SE) 


Obv: Larger bust of different style 
Rev: Same legend 


(SCWS 304 courtesy A. Fishman) 
————-- 0000000. 


Rudrasithha II, son of Svāmī Jivadaman 
(225-238 SE/303-316 CE) 


The first two years of the rule of Rudrasiriha Ш 
overlapped with that of Visvasena. The coins are only 
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known with the title Ksafnapa and his personal name is 
written in a number of different spelling varieties; they 
ept for those with clear date and 


are common € 
complete legend. 


Rudra 
CATALOGUE 
3412. AR, “old style” 


thha II as Kgatrapa 


bust, corrupt Greek, date 
1 Legend Stim Jinadimaputrasa Ваўйа Kehitrapasa 
Rucdrasibasa 


Ye ۷Y7 Jy PUVA JAIN 


Known dates: 


78) 2295! 
74 230 SE 
(SCWS 31.1; ISCH 358 
A.Fishman) 


3413. AR, “new style” 


Obv: Bust of different style 
Rev: Same legend 
Known dates: 


JN BOSE 42 233SE JY 236 SE 
24-231 SE 7-79 234 SE 777237 SE 
74:2328E JNF 235SE Devs 238SE 


(SCWS 31.3; ISCH 358.30D/ courtesy 
A Fishman) 


Yagodaman II, 
son of Rudrasimha II 
(237-255 SE/315-333 CE) 


Yasodiman П was a son of Rudrasitiha II and he as 
well ruled only as Kgatrapa. His coins are scarce, 
particularly those with a clear date are rarely seen. 


Yaśodāman II as Ksatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3414. AR, 237-255 SE 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
Rev: Legend Raita Kehätrapasa Rudrasibaputrasa 
Raljîa Kehitrapasa Үабойдтпа 


DUSH Jur ani 


Known dates: 

24723158 DAF 242SE IM 247 SE 
293 238$: 29 243SE DMS 248 SE 
Jas239sE 739 24456 DY 249 SE 
JA 240$Е JM 245SE 77 25056 
Dr 241 SE JAY 246SE 172-2515: 
72+ 252SE 7)2: 2535: 172% 254 SE 
(SCWS 32.1; ISCH 359/ courtesy A. Fishman) 


Svami Rudradaman II 
(255-270 SE/333-348 CE) 


No silver coins of Svàmi Rudradiman Il have come to 
light; he is only known from the patronymic on the 
coins of his son and successor Rudrasena IIl 
rule at this time might have been weakene: 
of the Gupta king Samudragupta (c.3: 


—————0000000....--..-- 


Svami Rudrasena ш, 
son of Svàmi Rudradàman II 
(270-300 SE/348-378 CE) 


Throughout his reign Rudrasena 1П ruled as 
Mahiksatrapa, Style and quality of his silver coins are 
better than those of his predecessors. His coins are 
common and frequently they turn up in superb 


condition. Many hoards of hardly circulated coins 
terminate with issues of 


i this king thus suggestin, 

trouble and instability at the end of his reign or shorty 
thereafter (Fishman 2013: 277) It seems. that the 
Ksatrapa kingdom was split into smaller parts after the 
death of Rudrasena Ш, 


Svāmī Rudrasena Ш as Mahākşatrapa 
CATALOGUE 


3415. AR, type I (270-275 SE) 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 

Rev: Legend Rajia Mahäksatrapasa Sámi 
Rudradmaputrasa Raja Mabáksatrapasa 
Swimi Rudrasenasa 


Jj vigo JSIR Js vig e ju 
Known dates: 

DF 27058 74: 2725Е 2£v274SE 

Dé 2715Е 74:27356 DF 2755Е 


(SCWS 34.1.271; ISCH 360.110/ courtesy 
A.Fishman) 


3416. AR, type 2 (280-293 SE) 


Obv: Bust of king, finer portrait style 
Rev: Same legend 
Known dates: 


70 2805Е ar285SE e 290SE 
0-281 SE 297 2865Е 2@-291SE 
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‘DM=282SE 7®) 287 SE 20-2928 
2202283 SE 705 288 SE Sz 293 SE 
За 284SE 7®) 289 SE 78022055: 
(SCIVS 34.2¢.291 / courtesy A. Fishman) 
3417. AR, type 3 (290-300 SE) 


Obv: Bust of king, fine portrait style 
Rev: Same legend 
Known dates: 

290-295 SE see above 


POY 296 SE 7605 20858 F 300SE 

787297 SE 740) 299 SE 

(SCWS 34.3.297 SE courtesy A.Fishman) 
3418. AR, type 3, pure Sanskrit 


Obv: Bust of king, fine portrait 
Rev: Pure Sanskrit legend —pa endings 
(SCIPS 34.35.294 / courtesy A. Fishman) 


3419. AR, type 4 (297-300 SE) 


Obv: King's bust, different portrait style 
Rev: Usual legend 


(SCWS 34.4.299/ courtesy A.Fishman) 
-----------0000000- 
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Svāmī Sirnhasena, son of the 
sister of Svami Rudrasena III 
(300-307 SE/378-385 CE) 


Sirthasena succeeded Rudrasena Ш as the son of the 
latter's sister whose name is unknown. Coins of 
Sirnhasena with a clear date are rarely seen butif visible 
the date is preceeded by the 


itis interesting to note 
word Varr (= year) A. Usually Sirnhasena used the 
tile Mahäksatrapa except for one type where he is 
named as Maharaja Ksatrapa. 


Svāmī Sithhasena as Maharaja Kgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3420. AR, corrupt date 


King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 
ev: Legend Малатја Kiatrapa (sic) Sami Rudrasena 
лита Ráyña Mabiksatrapasa Угат! 
Sihusenasya 

ye v рр Jy MY, 


(SCWS 35.4 / courtesy A.Fishman) 


Ѕуатї Sithhasena as Maháksatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3421. AR, “type IV", 300 SE 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 

Rev: Legend Кайа Mabiksatrapasa паті Rudrasenara 
Кайа Mabakyatrapata Svasriyasya піт 
Sibasenasa (Suami Sihatena starting 6° clock) 


SD yj s p peg pon 


(SCWS 35.1 / courtesy A.Fishman) 


3422. AR, “type V”, 304-307 SE 


Obv: King's bust, different portrait style 

Same legend 

Known dates: 
J 300SE 22 303SE DY 306SE 
70-30158 OY 304SE 77 307SE 
Ye 30258 74305 
(SCWS 35.2.305/ courtesy A.Fishman) 

—————-0000000.——- 


Svami Rudrasena IV, 
son of Svami Sirhhasena 
(c.307- ? SE/c.385- ?CE) 


Like many other details of this last phase of the 
western Satrap rule the direct succession of 
Sirhhasena's son Rudrasena IV after his father's death 
is somewhat unclear. The few available coins of this 
ruler do not allow a precise reading of the legends. It 
has been discussed whether these coins in fact might 
be error coins of Rudrasirhha IIL with the patronymic 
read by Rapson as Siharenaputrasa possibly a corrupt 
version of Safyasibaputrasa (Fishman, ЕСМ: 213). 


Svami Rudrasena IV as Mahakgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3423. AR, 307-309 SE 


King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 

Legend Кайа Mahikegatrapasa Угат 
Sibasenaputrasa Raja Mabiksatrapasa Угат 
Rudrasenasa 


J wy yy J Шы їр” 


Known dates: 


77 30758 “2S308SE 12) 309 SE 
(SCIPS 36.1 / courtesy A.Fishman) 
A small board surfaced with such gold plated coins 


3424. AR, different patronymic 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 


Rev: Legend Mabdnija Ksatrapa (sic) Samî 


Sibasenaputrasa Raja Mabikgatrapa (i) Semi 
Rudrasenasya 


"Ре чуу рч 


Known dates: 


EWE усаг 320SE ZUTA year 325 SE 
АЙЯӨ- year 321 SE 
(SCWS 36.3.325/ courtesy A. Fishman) 


-————0000000............ 


Svami Rudrasithha III, son of 
Svāmī Satyasirnha (307-337 
SE/385-415 CE) 


Rudrasirnha Ш was the last Western Ksatrapa. He was 
the son of Satyasirhha of whom no coins are known, 
His rule overlapped with that of Rudrasena IV of 
whom coins until 325 SE are known. Possibly both 
ruled different parts of the former empire which had 
started to fragment after the death of Rudrasena Ill in 
300 SE. Rudrasitnha Ш enjoyed a long reign as 
Mahéksatrapa. During his reign the Gupta king 
Chandragupta II (ca.375-415 CE) invaded western 
Malwa and issued silver drachms, the earliest of which 
are dated in the Saka year 327 SE (405 CE). The coins 
of Rudrasena Ш are quite debased and rarely found 
with visible dates. Thus many dates аге likely to exist 
but coins bearing these dates just are not known to us. 
Coins with a visible date show that it is preceeded by 
the word Varse (=year). Coins in the name of Raja 
Mahdksatrapa ойт! Ja'uka, formerly read as 'Indraka' 
ог 'Indrada' by Jha & Rajgor in SCWK (1994), are 
probably just corruptly inscribed issues of 
Rudrasirnha Ш. If the name represented a different 
ruler it could be a brother of Rudrasirtha Ш and in 
view of the similarity of the name with the common 


Wester Ksatrapas 563 


Hun name Javükha possibly a son of Satyasititha by a 
Hunnic wife Fishman 2013: 319-320). 


Svāmī Rudrasitiha III as Mahakgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3425. AR, “type 3” 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 

Rev: Legend Raila Mabikgatrapaca Sani 
Sabyasibapntrasa Rûja Mabäksatrapasa Хіні 
Rudrasibasa 


SY PY v pay 
Known dates: 
10 307SE Ya 3105Е 79-321 SE 
DS 3085Е Yo 3205Е 
(SCWS 38.1/ courtesy A. Fishman) 
3426. AR, “type У” 


v: Different portrait style 
Same legend 
Known dates: 


M 30758 
17) 308SE 


3 30956 
xs sE 


(SCIES 38.2/ courtesy A. Fishman) 
3427. AR, “type VI” 


х. 


Obv: Different portrait style 
Rev: Same legend 
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(SCWS 38.3 /courtesy A, Fishman) 
Known dates 307-337 SE with many gaps) 


— 9000000 
Ja'uka Type 


Coins in the name of Raja Mahdksatrapa Sváni Ja'uka, 
formerly read as Indraka' or Indrada' by Jha & Rajgor 
in SCWK (1994), are probably just corruptly inscribed 
issues of Rudrasirhha Ш. If the name represented а 
different ruler it could be a brother of Rudrasiriha Ш 
and in view of the similarity of the name with the 
common Hun name Javükha possibly a son of 
Satyasitnha by a Hunnic wife (Fishman 2013: 319- 
320). 


CATALOGUE 
3428. AR 


Obv: King's bust, corrupt Greek, date 

Rev: Legend Rajita Mabáksatrapasa Srámi 
Satyasibaputrasa Rja Mabáksatrapasa Simi 
Jaukasa (Ja'ukasa from 7-9 o'clock) 


ISMN epe Jy jo y a 


PART II: BASE METAL 
COINS 


Base metal coins of the Ksatrapa kings are known in 
copper, potin (in-copper alloy) and lead and are 
mostly small pieces of roundish or square shape. 
Castana's base metal issues have predominantly 
truncated, incomplete legends and a three-arched or 
six-arched hill on one side and a crescent and sun 
design on the other side. A number of copper, potin 
and lead coins depict a standing or frontally facing bull 
ora standing or frontally facing elephant. These coins 
are either inscribed or anepigraphic, with or without 
dates and have been issued by a number of Ksatrapa 
rulers. The characteristic reverse design of all these 
types is a crescented three-arched hill with crescent 
and sun. Varieties concerning the number of the 
arches of the hill occur with a maximum of nine arches 
ona bull type of Jayadáman. 


Sun and Crescent Types 
Chastana 


As Kgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3429. AE, 21-24mm, 5-6g, 1-25 SE/78-103 CE 


Obv: Sun and crescent, Brihmi legend Кайо 
Ksatrapasa Ghsamotikaputrasa Chastanasa and 
from 12o'clock anti-clockwise arranged, 
variously abbreviated part of the Kharoshti 
legend Кайо Ksatrapasa Chafabanasa 

Rev: Threc-arched hill, corrupt Greek legend 
(BCWS 11.1; ISCH 316.2/ drawing by 
A. Fishman) 


3430. AE, 18-22mm, 3-5g 


Obv: Sun right, crescent left, same Brahmi legend 
but Kharoshti legend part omitted 

Rev: Three-arched hill, corrupt Greek legend 
(BOWS 11.2; ISCH 316.1/ drawing by 
A Fishman) 


3431. AE, counter marked 


Obv: Same type countermarked with Brahmi Кайо 
Chasfanasa in rectangle 

rched hill, corrupt Greek legend 

114] drawing by A.Fishman) 


3432. AE-LEAD, 3.5-5.5g and 1.3-1.6g 


Obv: Sun and crescent, Dràluni depend 
Rev: Mill with river, Kharoshsi legend (пишу 
corrupt) Кайо Ksatrupasa Zano ikapulrusa 


(BCW'S 11.54: ISCH 116.3/ drawing by 
КЕЛ 


3433. AE, бу, 18-22mm. 


nt, Brahimi legend 
ched hill, corrupt Greek 


S 11.8; ISCH 315.1 [drawing b 
A.dishman) aT 


3434. LEAD, 1-4, 


OSs 


Obv: Sun and crescent, Brühmi legend 

Rev: irched hill, crude Kharoshti legend 
Кайо Zamotikaputrasa Ksafrapasa Chatanasa 
(BCWS 11.10/ courtesy by A. Fishman) 


3435. LEAD, 3.5-4g, 16-17mm (1/2 unit known) 


Obv: Sun left, crescent right, Brihmi legend 
Rev: Six-arched hill, Kharoshti legend 
(BCWS 11.12/ drawing by A. Fishman) 


3436. LEAD, 1.5-2.5g, 11-14mm 


С 


Obv: Sun & crescent, Brahmi Кайо Ksatrapasa 
Chastanasa (mostly corrupt or abbreviated) 
Rev: Six-arched hill 
(BCWS 11.14/drawing by A. Fishman) 


3437. LEAD, 0.8-1.5g, 6-11mm 


Vostan Kong A 


Olvi As MH, 
Rev: "Three arched hill 
(BEMS 11.127 drawing by AN chan) 


3438, LEAD, 0.8-1.5 Grn 
Тр 
м A 


n three arched hills 
(BOWS 11,21 f drawing by AN chan) 


As Mahakyatrapa 
CATALOGUE 


5-52 51:/103-130 CE, 3.6-4.3p, 
18-20mm 


Obv: Sun and crescent, corrupt Greek 

Rev: ‘Three-arched hill, Bråhmi legend Pagi 
Mahal satrapua Chsamotibaputrusa Chastanasa 
(CWS 11.22/courtesy by A. Fithntan) 


3440. AE-L 


EAD, 16g, 23-25пип 


Obv: Sun right, crescent left, Brahmi Raila 
Mabaksatrapasa Ghsamotikaputrasa Chasfanasa 
Rev: Three-arched hill, corrupt С 
(BCWS 11.23a/ drawing by A.Fishman) 
“This was probably the last base metal issue of 
Chalana. Having taken the title Mahikgatrapa 
the minting of base metal coins appears to 
have been entrusted to his Ksatrapas 
Dámazada and Jayadáman. 
(Fishman, BCU^$, 2013: 43). 


Rudradáman as Mahakgatrapa 
CATALOGUE 


3441. AE, 52-87 SE /c.130-165 CE, 3-4g, 16mm 
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Obv: Sun and crescent, Brühmi legend 
Кайо Mahaksatrapasa Rudradimata 


Jy uj» Jjt 


v Six-arched hill, corrupt Greek legend 
(BCWS 11.23; ISCH 326.1/ drawing by 


A.Fishman) 


3442. AE, 3-5р, 16-18mm. 


s type c/s by a rectangle with 
an's name Rajo Radradimasa 


Rev: 


Anepigraphic 


CATALOGUE 
3443. LEAD, 1-1.5g, 8-10mm 


8ك 


Obv: Sun and crescent 
Rev: Thret-arched hill 
(ВСІР 11.27/ drawung by A. Fishman) 


3444, LEAD, 3-5g, 18-22mm 


d 


— 


Obv: Sun and crescent 
Rev: Six-arched hill 
(BCWS 11.28/ drawing by A.Fishman) 


3445. LEAD, 1.6-2.2g, 11-13mm 


Obv: Sun and crescent 
Rev: Three-arched hill 
(BCWS B14.1/ courtesy by A.Fishman) 


————-0000000-. 


Hill & hill types 
Jayadaman (issued before 130 CE) 


CATALOGUE 


Obv: Three-arched hill, sun and crescent, Brahmi 
legend Rajo Ksatrapasa Svämi Jayadémasa 

Rev. Six-arched hill, Kharoshti legend Кайо 
Kyatrapasa Jayaddmasa Chatabana(saputrasa) 
(BOWS 16.1/ drawing by A.Fishman) 

3447. AE, 1.0-1.7g, 10-13mm 


arched hill, sun, crescent, corrupt Greek 


Rev: Si 
16.2/courtesy and drawing by A.Fishman) 


[BECWS 


Rudradāman I 


CATALOGUE 
3448. AE, 6.5-8g, 23mm 


v: Six-arched hill-sun-crescent, Brihmi 
le-gendRajnioKsatrapasa Jayadāmaputrasa 
Rudradémasa 

Rev: Six-arched hill, corrupt Kharoshti legend 

(BCWS 20.1/drawing by A.Fishman) 


-0000000... - 


9 
a 


Damazada Countermarking 
Soter Megas 
3449. AE, issued ca. 80-95 CE 


Obv: Soter Megas' bust с/т 
Brahmi legend Snämira 

Rev: Soter Megas’ horseman 
(BOWS 12.1; ISCH 318.1 
A Fishman) 


3450. AE, 7-10g, 21-22mm 


by rectangle with 
Damaghsadasa 
reverse 

Т/ courtesy by 


Obv: Soter Megas’ bust ¢/m with hill symbol 
Rev: Soter Megas’ horseman reverse type 
(BOWS 122; ISCH 319.17 courtesy by 


A Fishman) 
0000000... 


Horse Types 


Damazada I 
CATALOGUE 


3451. BILLON, 22g, 16mm 


Obv: 


Horse to right facing beribboned spear, 
Kharoshti legend Кайо Mabaksatrapasa 
Zamotika-putrasa Jayatakasa Damazadasa (2) 
Six-arched hill flanked by sun and crescent, 
Brahmi legend Rio Mahaksatrapasa 
Ghsamotika-saputrasa [Jalyatakasa Démaghsadasa 
(BCWS B13.1; ISCH 320.1 / courtesy by 
AFishman) 


As Ksatrapa 
CATALOGUE 
3452. AE, 0.8-1.3g, 13-14mm 


Rev: 


Obv: Horse to right facing beribboned spear, 
corrupt Greek legend 

Rev: Three-arched hill flanked by sun and crescent, 

io Ksatrapasa Damaghsadasa 

l; see ISCH 321.1b/ drawing by 


BOWS B13. 


A.Fishman) 


Western Ksatrapas 567 
3453. AE, 2.3-3.5g, 17-19mm 


gend Rajo Keatrapasa Ghsamotikasapntrasa 
паті Daimaghsadasa 


J5 1500 وودر کید‎ yr ущ 
(BCWS 13.5/ drawing by A.Fishman) 
As Mahakgatrapa 


CATALOGUE 
3454. AE, 3-4.5g, 17-19mm 


Obv: Horse to right, corrupt Greek 

Rev: Legend Rajiio Mahaksatrapasa 
Ghsamotikasaputrasa Daimaghsadasa 
(BOWS 13.7; 
A Fishman) 


(ВОР 13.8=same type but additional spear right 
of borse) 


3455. AE, 3.8-4.5g, 17-18mm 


Obv: Horse to right facing spe 
Кайо Mahaksatrapasa 


13,9/ courtesy by A.Fishman) 


3456. AE, 7-8g, 22mm (fractions are known) 


(BOWS 13.10; ISCH #321.1/ drawing by 
A Fishman) 
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Rudradáman I as Mahakgatrapa 


CATALOGUE 
3457. AE, 1.5g, 10-14тат\ 


SS 


Obv: Horse to right, corrupt Greek 

Rev: Hill, sun and crescent, Brahmi legend Rajo 
Mabaksatrapasa Rudradämasa 
(BOWS B13.13a; ISCH 8328.1 / courtesy by 
A.Fishman) 


3458. AE, 1-2g, 10.13mm 


Obv: Horse to left 

Rev: As previous but Brahmi legend Кајо 
Mabaksatrapasa Srámi Rudradamasa and 
Kharoshti legend part from 12 to 11 ° clock 
Кайо Ksa- 
(BCWS B13.14/ courtesy by A.Fishman) 


Anepigraphic 
CATALOGUE 
3459. AE, 3-4g, 18-20mm 


DL 


Obv: Horse to right 
Rev: Three-arched hill, sun, crescent and river 
(BCWS B13.16/drawwing by A. Fishman) 


3460. LEAD, 2-3g, 13mm 


Obv: Horse to right 
Rev: Three-arched hill, sun left, (crescent right) 
(ВСТР 13.18] courtesy by A.Fishman) 


=----------0000000----------- 


Chakra-plough type 
Rudradaman I 


CATALOGUE 
3461. LEAD, 2.46g, 12x11mm (unique) 


Obv: Chakra-plough-standard in dotted square 
Rev: Three-arched hill in dotted square 
(BOWS 14.2/ drawing by A. Fishman) 


3462. AE, 1.5g, Път 


Obv: Chakra-plough-standard 

Rev: Three-arched hill, sun and crescent, Brahmi 
legend Rajrio Ksatrapasa Jayadamaputrasa 
Rudradámasa 
(BOWS B15.1/ drawing by A.Fishman) 


e‏ ت 
Bust Type‏ 
Rudradāman I‏ 


CATALOGUE 
3463. AE, 3g, 16mm 


Obv: King's bust on pedestal, corrupt Greck 

Rev: Six-arched hill, sun, crescent, Brahmi legend 
Rajiio Ksatrapasa Jayadamaputrasa Rájtio 
Mabáksatrapasa Rudradémasa 
(BOWS B18.1; ISCH 330.1 / courtesy by 
A Fishman) 


~----------0000000- 


Fire-altar Type 
Rudradaman 1 
CATALOGUE 
Mél, AE, Rudradàman 2-2.5, 


10mm 


1 


Obv: Fire-altar, Kharoshti lo 
Jayadimuputruta Rinio À, 
Rudrudlimasa 


pend Ratio Kratrapaur 
Vabiksatrapasa 


Revi ‘Three-arched hill, sun, crescent, same legend 
hmi with genitive ~ou endings 
(BOWS 19.1 [courtesy by ДЛ 
Damazada I 
CATALOGUE 


3465. AE, 3p, 18mm 


lephant right, Kharoshti legend 
Кайо Mahi 
Rev: Three-arched hill, sun, crescent, Brahmi 
legend Rio Mabiksatrapasa Ghramokasaputrasa 
(tic) Srämisa Damaghsasdasa 
(BOWS B21.1/ courtesy by A.Vishman) 


3466. AE, 1.3-1.5g, 13mm 


Obv: Elephant right, dotted border 

Rev: "Threc-arched hill, Brühmi legend 
Réjito Damaghsasdasa Ghsamotikaputrasa 
(BCWS B21.2/ drawing by A.Fishman) 


Western Ksatrapas 569 
Rudradaman 1 
CATALOGUE 
3467, AE, 0.7-2.5p, 8-12mm 


Obv: Elephant right, square frame 
Rev: ‘Three-arched hill, sun, crescent, Brahmi 
Jugo Mahilsatrapata Srami Rudradimasa 
(BOWS 821.34; ISCH 327.1 / courtesy by 
Fishman) 


3468. AE, 0.7-2.5p, 8-17 mm 


Ee 


Obv: Elephant left 


Rev: ‘Three-arched hill, sun, crescent, Brahmi 
(BOWS 21.5.6; ISCH 32 
A. Fishman) 


2/ courtesy by 


Anepigraphic 
CATALOGUE. 
3469. LEAD, 0.7. Зр, 6- 10mm. 


Bec 


Frontally facing elephant 

Six-arched hill, sun and crescent 

(BCWS B22.1; ISCI 343.1 /courtesy Girish 
Sharma) 


3470. POTIN, 0.7, 13mm 


Obs: Elephant left, dotted border 
Rev: ‘Three-arched hill, sun, moon, date 112 SE 
B23.1.112/ drawing by A.Fishman) 
This elephant to left type is known only for 
the year 112 SE 
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3471. POTIN, 1.2-1.5g, 9-12mm 


lephant right, sun and moon above 
Hill, sun, crescent, date 114 SE 

5 В23.1,114; ISCH 340.15 [courtesy 
man) 

‘This type with sun right-crescent left on 
obverse above the elephant was issued 114- 
142 SE /192-220 


3472. POTIN, 1.2g, 11mm 


Obv: Elephant right, crescent above, no sun 
R Hill, sun, crescent, date 141 SE 
(BCWS B23.2.14 1 / courtesy A. Fishman) 


3473. POTIN, 1-2g, 10-14mm 


Obv: Elephant, sun and moon change places 
Rev: Hill, sun,crescent, date 152 SE 
(BCWS B23.3.152/ drawing by A.Fishman) 
This type with sun left-crescent right above 
the elephant was issued 142-169 SE 


3474. LEAD, 1g, 8x10mm 


аө 


Obv: Elephant right, dotted border 
Rev: Hill, sun, crescent, , date 137 SE 
(BCWS B23.10.137; ISCH #370.1/drawing 
A.Fishman) 


3475. LEAD, 1.6g, 12mm 


eed 


Obv: Elephant right, dotted border 
Rev: Hill, sun, crescent, date 141 SE 
(BCWS B23.10.141; drawing by A. Fishman) 


3476. POTIN, 1.2-1.7g, 8-12mm_ 


lephant right 
| sun, crescent, undated 
(BCWS B23.15/ drawing by A.Fishman) 


3477. POTIN or other alloys, 1.5-2.5g, 7-14mm 


o 


Elephant right 
sun, crescent, undated 

(BCWS 823.11; ISCH 8372.1) 

Some of these coins are silver-washed like this 


specimen. 
3478. AE, elephant left, 1.2-1.5g, 11-12mm 


Obv: Elephant left 
Rev: Three-arched hill 
(BCWS B23.12) 


0000000... 
Facing Bull Type 
Rudradaman I 


CATALOGUE 
3479. AE, 2-3.2g, 11-I3mm 


Obv: Frontally facing bull, corrupt Greek 

Rev: Three-arched hill, sun and crescent, 
Brahmi legend Rio Mabakksatrapasa Svimi 
Rudradmasa 
(BCWS B24.1; ISCH 329.1/ drawing by 
A. Fishman) 


3480. AE, 1.82g, Imm (unique) 


Obv: Frontally facing bull, sun and crescent 
Rev: Hill, sun, crescent 


Obv: Frontally facing bull, Brahmi legend Gums 
Swami Rudradimasya 

Rev: Hill, sun, crescent, corrupt Beihmi 
(BCS B24.3; ISCH 329.2/ drawing by 

A. Fishman) 


3482. AE or POTIN, 1-1.3g, 10-13mm 


Obv: Frontally facing bull, square frame 

Rev: Threc-arched hill, sun, moon, date 144 SI: 
(BCWS B24.5.144; ISCH 34244 / drawing 
A.Fishman) 
Known dates:140, 144, 154 and 156 SE. 


3483. LEAD, 1.2-1.4g, 11-13mm_ 


Obv: Frontally facing bull, sun, moon 
rched hill, sun, moon, date 144 SE 
7Ў B24.6. 144 [ drawing by ¿L Fishman) 


Obv: Facing bull, square frame 
Rev: Hill, sun, crescent, date 
(BCW'S B24.7; ISCH 344.1) 


Western Ksatrapas — 871 
3485. AE, 1,7-2.5д, 13-15 


Obv: Facing bull, dor 
Rev; Hill, sun, crescent, date 
(BOWS АМ) 


---0000000.. 


Bull Standing Right Types 
Jay 


dàman 


CATALOGUE 
3486. AE, Lg, Hmm (unique) 


Oby: Bull to right faci 


strident ave, corrupt Grech, 
1 onem 


Rev: hreearched hill, sun, crescent, Brahmi 
legend Кине Kea n 
(BOWS BE ee 


3487. AE, 10-22, 10-1300 


t, corrupt Greek 
Rev: As 3486, circular border 
(BOWS B17,2: ISCH 32 

[И ТҮ 


3488. AE, 1.5-2.5д, Ii 


Vf courtesy by 


2 As 386 but ten-arched hill 
(BOWS ВИ? ISCH 34.2] drawing by 
A Fishman) 
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Rudradáman I 


CATALOGUE 
3489. AE, 2.0-2.3g, 1mm 


Obv: Bull tight facing trident-axe, corrupt Greek 

Rev. Three-arched hill, sun and crescent, Brahmi 
legend Куйо Mabiksatrapaza Simi Rudradimata 
(BCWS 17.8/ drawing by A. Fishman) 


Rudrasimha I 
CATALOGUE 
3490. POTIN, 2g, 14mm 


Bull right, corrupt Greek 
= Three-arched hill, sun, crescent, Brahmi 
legend Rajo Mahiksatrapasa Rudrasibaca 
(BCWS B25.1; ISCH #334.1/courtesy Amit 
Оез) 


3491. POTIN, dated, 1.5-2.8g, 12-14mm 


Obv: Bull right, corrupt Greek, date on top (here: 
117 SE) 
Rev: Hill, sun, crescent, Brahmi legend 
(BCWS B25.1.117; ISCH 334.3/ courtesy 
A. Fishman) 
Known dates: 110, 116, 117,118 and 119 SE) 


3492. POTIN, 1.7-2g, 12-14mm 


Obv: Bull right, corrupt Greek, date 117 SE 

Rev: Legend, hill without sun and crescent 
(BCN B25.2.117; ISCH 334.3a/ drawing 
A.Fisbman) 


Jivadāman 


CATALOGUE 
3493. AE/POTIN, 1.5-2.8g, 13mm 


Obv: Bull right, corrupt Greek, date 119 SE 
ev: Hill, sun, crescent, Brihmi legend 
Rajrio Mabiksatrapasa Jiradämasa 
(BCW?S B25.3.119; ISCH 308.2/ drawing 
A.Fishman) 
Known dates: 119, 120 and 121 SE 


Rudrasena I 


CATALOGUE 
3494. AE/POTIN, ca.1g, 10mm 


Obv: Bull right, sun and crescent above 
Rev: Hill, sun, crescent, date 137 SE 
(BCS B26.1.137; ISCH 340.37 / drawing 
A 
Known dates: 129-143 SE with gaps) 


Period of Rudrasirnha П and 
Yaśodāman II 


CATALOGUE 

3495. LEAD, ca.3g, 12-14mm 

Ом: Bull right, square dotted frame 

Rev: Hill, sun, two crescents, date 229 SE, square 
dotted frame 


(BOWS B28. 1.229/ drawing by A.Fishman) 
237, 238 and 


Yasodàman II 
CATALOGUE 


3496. LEAD, ca.3g, 12-14mm 


$o6c 


Obv: Bull right, square frame 
Rev: Hill, two crescents, date 238 SE 
(BCWS B28.2.238/ drawing by A Fishman) 


Period of Yagodaman II and 
Rudradaman II 


CATALOGUE 
3497. LEAD, ca.2g, 14x12mm. 


eor 


Obv: Bull right, square dotted frame 

Rev: Hill, two crescents, sun, date 260 SE, square 
dotted frame 
(ВСІР:5 B28.3.260/ drawing by A Fishman) 
Known dates: 247, 249, 254, 256, 260, 263 and 
(possibly) 266 CE 


Rudrasena III 
CATALOGUE 
3498, LEAD, ca.2.5g, 12-16mm (fractions exist) 


өе 


Obv: Bull right 

Rev: Hill, two crescents, sun, date 275 SE 
(BCWS B28.4.275;1SCH 367.15 / drawing 
A.Fishman) 
Known dates: 270 - 279 SE 


Obv: Bull right in dotted square 

Rev: Similar but different river line, date 290 SE 
(BCWS B28.7.290/ drawing by A.Fishman) 
Known dates: 280 — 293 SE (= before each 
date) 


Westem Кзатараз 573 
3500. LEAD, with conch, 2-2.5g, 12-16mm 


т Bull, conch right and sword above 
* Hill, river, sun, crescent, 5 
{BOWS В28. 16.289, 
Known dates: 280 — 
date) 


3501. LEAD, axe on reverse, ca.3g, 14mm 


Obv: Bull, conci 
Rev: Hill, rix 


3502. LEAD, sword? on reverse, ca.3.3g, 14mm. 


em 


Obv: pon 


rd above 
90) instead of axe 
A Firbrnan] 


Obr: Bull, sword above 

Rev: As previous without the sword 
(BCWS B28 by AFishrean) 
Known dates: 290 — 299 SE(= before each 
date) 


Period of Sitnhasena, Rudrasena III, 
Rudrasimha III 


CATALOGUE 


3504. LEAD, varse, 2-3.5g, 12-16mm 
(half units are known) 


ае 
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Bull, sword above 
Rev: Additional тше (year) 310 SE 
(BCN”S B28.23.310/ drawing by A.Fishman) 
Known dates: 300 — 310 SE 


Obv: 


3505. LEAD, sun on obv., ca.3g, 13x16mm 


Bull right, sun above 
: Similar, date 303 SE 
(BCWS 28.26.303/ drawing by A.Fishman) 


3506, LEAD, 3-4g, 12-16mm 


Obv: Bull right, srinatsa above 

Rev: Similar, varse 315 
(BCWS B28.27.315; ISCH 367.51 / drawing 
A.Fishman) 
Known dates: 305-320 SE 


3507. LEAD, hill above bull, 2.5-3.5g, 12-16mm 


Obv: Bull right, hill above, wreath on right 
Rev: Hill, sun, two crescents, date 317 SE 
(BCWS 28.29.317; ISCH #367.57 / drawing 
A. Fishman) 
Known dates: 311 — 324 SE(=before each 
date) 


3508. LEAD, six-arched hill on геу, 2-3g 


ee 


Obv: Bull right, conch(?) above 
Rev: Six-arched hill, crescents, sun, вате 310 
(BCWS B29.2.310/ drawing A.Fishman) 


3509. LEAD, 2-3g 


TER 


Obv: Bull, sword@) above 
Rev: Six-arched hill, crescents, sun, nare 314 
(BCWS B29.3.314/ drawing A.Fishman) 


3510. LEAD, undated, 1-1.5g, 8-10g 


Obv: Bull right, square frame 
Rev: Hill, sun, crescent, no date 
(BCWS B28.14; ISCH 369.1 / drawing 
AFishman) 


—-0000000--——————- 
Bull Standing Left Type 
Rudrasena III 


CATALOGUE 
3511. LEAD, 2.3g, 13mm 


Obv: Bull left, square dotted frame 

Rey: Hill, crescents, sun, date 276 
(BCWS B28.6.276/ drawing by A. 
Type without reverse bottom line dated 
280 SE is known (BCWS B28.11.280) 


3512. LEAD, 1.8-2.5g, 11-13mm 


Obv: Bull left, conch left, sword@) on top 
Rev: Hill, sun crescent, date 290 SE 
(BOWS B28.17.290/ drawing by A.Fishman) 


3513. LEAD, ca.2g, 11-13mm 


Obv: Bull left, circle above 
Rev: Six-arched hill, sun, club (?) on left, 
crescent, date 290 SE 
(BOIS B29.1.290/ drawing A.Fishman) 


Period of Sithhasena, Rudrasena ш, 
Rudrasiriha III 
CATALOGUE 


3514. LEAD, 3.5g, 13x15mm 


SORE 


Obv: Bull left, sword@) above 
Rev: Similar but rure 32: 


(BOWS B28.25.323/ drawing by ¿L Fishman) 
3515. LEAD, 3-4g, 12-16mm 


Obv: Bull left, srinatsa above 

Rev: Similar, гше 315 
(BCWS B28.28.315; ISCH 368. 
A.Fishman) 
Known dates: 315 and 320 SE. 


70000000... 


55/ drawing 


Post-Ksatrapa Types 
CATALOGUE 
3516. AE, 0.90g, 11mm 


B58 


Obv: Bull to left, bird above, dotted border 

Rev: Trident, hill and sun in dotted border 
Ksatrapa influence in addition to the Maitraka trident 
suggests a Saurashtra origin 


3517. LEAD, 6.15g 


ү: Bull seated to left 
‘Trident, hill, sun and river in dotted border 
(Courtesy Rajgor!s auction 12825) 


Wostorn Kpatrapas 
3518. LEAD, 2.75g 


ida with human fac 
ev: "rident, hill and sun 


(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 
anc 30 H0) 


3519. LEAD 


and bird's body 


Obv: Frontally (acing bull 

Rey: Hill-above-river, dotted border 
See abore for Ruen 
(Courtesy Rabul Jain) 


3520. AR, 1.04g 


Obv: Frontally facing bull 
Rev: 


aruda 
(Courtesy Classical Ми 
anc 04 150) 


3521. LEAD 


Obv: Elephant right 
Rev: Hill-above-river, dotted border 
(Courtesy Rahul Jain) 


3522. LEAD, 3.79g, 14mm 


Obv: Bull left, sun above, circular border 
Rev: Vase between curved lines, circular border 


اا | 
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3523. LEAD, peacock type, ca.3g, 12-16mm 


Obv: Peacock right, sword@) on right 
Rev: Peacock left, hill-sun-moon above 
(BCWS B30.1/ drawing by A. Fishman) 


3524. LEAD, 3-3.5g, 14x16mm 


Obv: Two peacocks facing standard 
Rev: Hill-sun-crescent 
(BCWS B30.2/ drawing by A.Fishman) 


3525. LEAD, 3-3.5g, 12-16mm 


E 


Obv: Peacock right 
Rev: Tree (trident?) rising from hill 
(BCW’S B30.3/ drawing by A. Fishman) 


3526. LEAD, 1.49g, 14mm 
A cH 


Obv: Peacock to left 
Rev: Blank 
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GUPTA DYNASTY 


Sanjeev Kumar 


Use of material provided inthis chapter needs permission of the 
author of this chapter, Sanjeev Kumar. 

This condensed chapter on the Gupta Dynasty history 
including this Catalogue of the Base Metal and Silver coins is 
exerpted from the Book "Treasures of the Gupta Empire! by 
Sanjeev Kumar - TOTGE, published in 2017, by the Shivlee 
‘Trust, which reconstructs the full history of the Gupta Dynasty 
cas well as catalogues the entire coinage issued by the Gupta Kings 
in Gold, Silver, Copper and Lead, All dates referenced berein 
art as proposed by Sanjeev Kumar in his bok. 


At the end of the 3rd century AD, there came 
about a power vacuum with the disintegration of the 
Kushana dynasty, which for almost two centuries prior 
had held control over north India. This void was 
eventually filled by a number of monarchical or 
republican states in northern and western India; 
however, itis not clear who actually was in control over 
the Magadha region (eastern India) during the last 
quarter of the 3rd Century AD (Thaplyal 2012: 42). 
This region was ripe for a new, powerful unifying 
power, a role that was eventually filled by the Gupta. 
Kings, who in the 4th century AD gained control of 
most of the region of Northern, Western, Central and 
Eastern India. 

The initial home of the Gupta dynasty is assumed 
to be in the region of the Kasi - Ayodhya - Pataliputra 
region and based on coin finds, all indications are that 
the Gupta Dynasty Capital was around Kanauj and 
Кай, not Pataliputra (Kumar 2017: 111). Sealings and 
coins attributed to Srigupta have been found mostly in 
the Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab region. The 
Gupta coins find spots analysis (discussed in detail 
within the book by Kumar 2017, TOTGE) confirms 
that the original home of the Guptas was Kannauj, 
Uttar Pradesh. 

From epigraphic evidence we know that the 
Gupta dynasty was started by a certain personality 
simply referred to in inscriptions as Srigupta. 
kacha, who is referred to in inscriptions as a 
followed Stigupta, but other than this we do 
not have more information on who he was or any 
information on his exploits. So far, no coins or seals 
with his name have been found. All epigraphs 
mentioning Ghatotkacha leave out the name 'Gupta' 
and only refer to him as Maharaja Ghatotkacha. (not to 
be confused with a later Gupta King also called 
Ghatotkachagupta, who was a brother of 
Kumaragupta 1). Maharaja Ghatotkacha's son 
Chandragupta I appeared on the scene at the 
beginning of the 4th century AD and scholars have 


ent to power, 
of the Gupta era 
(GE), which wa Kings on their 
coins and inscriptions, a date confirmed hy Jaina 7ih 


century texts (Pathak 1977: His marriage to the 
adevi was of. significant 


assigned 319 AD as the date of hi 
"This date is considered as the sta 


importance as the Lichehhavis were a political force in 
the East and зе provided the impetus and 
resources in terms of power and military might to 
Chandragupta 1 to gain control aver the surrounding, 
territories. The gold coins of the King, and Queen 
Type celebrate this marriage, and these importan 
coins continued to be issued later by his son, 
Samudragupta (Kumar 2017:171). 

Samudragupta 1 is assumed t0 have come to the 
power sometime in the mid 4th century AD, We do nor 
havea firm date of his ascent to the Gupta throne, but 
it is clear from the numismatic and epigraphic 
evidence that he was one of the greatest Limperors of 
ancient India and he came to be not only known as à 
conqueror, who consolidated. most of North and 
Central India under his rule, but he is also regarded as à 
man, poet and a musician, all of which is 
detailed in his Allahabad Pillar, His empire included 
most of Northern, Wes 
India, including Eastern Málw 
and parts of Ben, s 
military power helped him consolidate the 
monarchical states located in the Northern, North 
West region up to Lahore and Karnal and maybe even 
further north (the Rajadanda ins struck with the 
name of Samudragupta by a Kidarite king confirms his 
reach into the northern Punjab region). His empire 
came to include the tribal republican states located in 
western and northwestern India, either a 
conquest by his forces or by their acceptance of his 
sovereignty through diplomatic pressur ` 
A consolidated empire under his rule led to stability 
and peace, which in turn led to a flourishing trade, 
economy and religion, all of which can be scen from 
the vast number of beautiful designs on gold coins 
minted under his rule. We have not yet found any coins 
struck for Samudragupta I in base metals- silver, 
copper or lead but that does not mean that they were 
not ever issued (even though a solitary coin is shown 
below, however it is not indicative of a robust 
mintage). During this time, Kushana copper was 
plentiful and must have been in primary source of 
smaller transactions, as evidenced by the huge 
numbers of copper coin hoards found in the UP 
region even today. 

Rümapupta, the eldest son of Samudragupta, 
seems to be the Governor of Vidisi sometime around 
378-382 AD and he seems to have taken on the name 


formidable 


s 


of Küchagupta upon assuming the Gupta throne after 
Samudragupta's death. He governed Vidigi, а most 
important center of trade and religion, centrally 
located in India, which was the traditional post for the 
heir-apparent Gupta princes. Upon Samudragupta's 
death, during the struggle for the succession to the 
Gupta throne which seems to have lasted a few years, 
Ramagupta must have proclaimed his right to the 
throne and proceeded to issue the gold coins bearing 
his name, Касһа, from the Ujjain (Vidiśā ) mint. His 
younger brother "Chandragupta (II) seems to have 
been an ambitious prince who without proper claim to 
succession captured the Gupta throne ... and the elder 
brother Rámagupta was left with no option but to 
declare himself as king in the Malwa region." 
(Thaplyal 2012: 159), and at this time he assumes the 
name Kacha, However, as a claimant to the throne, 
Kicha’s coins do not yet show the Garidadirgja — the 
Garuda topped standard, which was the imperial 
symbol of the Gupta Kings. At this stage, his gold 
coins only show him holding a Chakradbraja - the 
wheel-topped Chakra standard. It is only after 
Rimagupta ascends to the Gupta throne around 382- 
383AD, that gold coins struck under his name are 
issued by the royal mint in Капаш, which incorporate 
the imperial Gupta symbol, а Garndadbroja оп the 
obverse, thus confirming that Ramagupta was now in 
full control of the Gupta throne and more importantly 
the Gupta Capital. 

Unfortunately for him, his rule lasted for a very 
short time as is evidenced by only three of his gold 
coins found so far with this royal Gupta emblem, the 
Garudadhvaja. Very soon after assuming the throne, 
Касһа was assassinated by his younger brother 
Chandragupta II who assumed the Gupta throne in 
383AD, and then promptly married Rāmagupta's wife 
Dhruvadevi. (This date for his accession to the throne 
is based on a reassessment of the Mathuri pillar 
inscription of year 61, written in his fifth regnal year - 
Kumar 2017: 120). 

Chandragupta I's ascent to the Gupta throne in 
383 AD leads to further expansion of the Gupta 
Empire in the West. His campaign against the 
Kshatrapa Kings is legendary and captured in various 
literary works from that time. The empire flourished 
under his rule as seen from the vast amount of gold 
coins minted during his long reign of approximately 40 
years. He introduced many new coin types in gold, 
silver, copper and lead. With the capture of some of 
the Kshatrapa mints, he proceeds to also issue coins in 
silver and lead which emulated the familiar coin 
designs issued in this region under the prior Kshatrapa 
rulers. As illustrated in the book Treasures of the Gupta 
Empire, Kumar 2017, the earliest dates seen on these 
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por 1994; 285) 
ted in Gupta era 
3276), boih l to 398 AD, thus 
that this was the ye: арна H first 
gained control of some of the Kshatrapa territori 
and mints. His earliest coins (see coin 07 he 
lead feature a new, unique design showing the Garuda 
оп the obverse and the Kshateapa design of the three 
arched hills, with a date of. Varie 81 = 400 AD as well 
as his birma (imperial title) Sin Vikramap. 


As Gupta rule solidified in the F 
territories, the Gupta lead and silver coins emulating 
win designs flooded this re 


military campaign ay; 


Saba kings continued for 
of the Kshatrapa kings 
пиа Û in 415 AD, once 
sued with a Saka era date 
coins record the final 
conquest of the last of the Kshatrapa rulers in the 
West well as the control over the local Ks 


i 
King Rudrasimba HI, is date 
AD (Jha-Rajpor, 19 
orafter415 AD, the Ks 
asa power in that regi 


' 
415 
тиу that either in 
were totally eliminated 


Fig, 14: Private Coll. 3209, Saka Era 337 = 415AD_ 


The struggle of succession to the Gupta throne 
restarts towards the end of the reign of Chandragupta 
11 and following the example set by his father, 
Kumaragupta 1 climinated Govindagupta, the elder 
brother and rightful heir to the throne, Unlike 
Samudragupta's ascent to power which was a peaceful 
transition as is inscribed on the Allahabad Pillar 
inscription, we do not know for certain whether 
Kumiragupta's rise to power was with the consent of 
his father, as the chosen heir, or whether it was a coup. 
d'état, The Apratigha type gold coin design suggests 
that Kumáragupta I, as a young prince, took over 
throne with the consent of his father and mother 
(Bakker 2006:165-87) however no inscriptions to this 
effect have been found so far. The date for his ascent to 
the throne has been understood to be between GE 93 
(412 AD, Chandragupta II's last known inscription at 
Sáüchi) and GE 96 (415 AD, the first known 
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King DatesAD | GOLD | SILVER | COPPER | LEAD 
| Srigupta 269-204 X 
Ghatotkacha Prior to 319 
Chandragupta T 319 - 343 X 
Samudragupta 1 344 - 378 X X 
Ramagupta (same | 378-381 X 
as) Kachagupta 382 x 
Chandragupta П 383 - 412 x x x x 
Kumaraguptal | 409 - 450/452 х x x X 
Ghatotkachagupta 450 £ x 
Skandagupta 448/449-467 | X X X X 
Purugupta 468 - 470 
Narasimhagupta 1 470 - 474 x L 
Samudragupta П 470? x 
Kumaragupta П 474 - 476 X 
Budhagupta 475/6 -494 | X X 
Vainyagupta 507/508 X 
Bhanugupta 500 - 510 X 
Prakasaditya 496-510 X 
Parakramadityah | Before 532 | X 
Vikramadityah Before 552 | X 
| Narasimhagupta П | _ 518 - 532 z 
Kumaragupta Ш 543 3 
Vishnugupta. 540-543 


BRAHMI NUMERALS USED ON GUPTA AND KSHATRAPA COINS 


a иони ан 
10 < cc £ - 
» |000 2 = 
PEFFCDTZIEE =e wama 
o KHUN Q3 LL EER mgr 


Vorshe (year) er just the letters Vo’ 


PEEL SLL u 
• [33333 | * TIE aasan 


Gupta Era (GEJ: Add 319 to GE date = 


7 1121 Gupta ra +319% 40010. 
" 219 : 
"Uem |, |55 3 mex. 
» |'©@ s [3553 | مسد رنت‎ 


O Sanjeev Кыты, Shoes Tat 


inscription of Kumáragupta 1, the Bilsad stone 
inscription). However, new coins struck by 
Kumaragupta | with dates of GE 90 = 409 AD (Coin 
3210, TOTGE pg 118, 332) co 


power at this earlier date, A 


how is this date of 409 AD possible when we have a 
later inscription of Chandragupta 11 from Sachi with 
adate of GE 93 (412 AD)? Could Kumáragupta 1 have 
been given the charge of final elimination of the 
Kshatrapas while Chandragupta 11 was still on the 
throne. And during this time he sufficiently proves 
himself, causing Chandragupta 11 to pick him to 
ascend to the throne instead of Govindagupta, the 
elder brother and legitimate heir ? (The coin with the 
date of GE 90 has enough space after the number for 
the year 90 in case the die engraver wanted to add 
another numeral to signify a later year/date), 

Again, numismatic evidence now corrects the 
historical dates and causes a review of the history as it 
is written today. (This practice of issuing coins in the 
capacity as a yuvrãjã, prior to his ascent to the royal 
throne, seems to be a common Gupta tradition, the 
one followed again later by Skandagupta when he is 
given the charge of vanquishing the aggressors to the 
Gupta empire on the western front towards the end of 
the reign of Kumáragupta 1.) (Note: inscriptions and dates 
are assumed bere to have used the current year 1= from start of 
319 AD up to 320 AD, instead of elapsed year, ie, 320 AD 
would be elapsed year 1). 

An additional silver coin specimen has a date of 
GE 94 = 413AD (Coin 3211), which confirms that 
Kumaragupta 1 was in control of at least some of the 
Kshatrapa mints by this time, well before the assumed 
date of accession of 415 AD assigned by scholars, 
Under his reign, the Kshatrapas were finally defeated 
in the west as we do not see any coins issued with a later 
date. In the east Kumiragupta gained control over part 
of greater Bengal; and his reign lasted for 
approximately 42 years as can be inferred from the 
coins of Skandagupta with the earliest date of GE 129 
and also GE 130 (448 and 449 AD) as well as the 
Junagadh inscription of GE136 (455 AD) confirming 
that Skandagupta had by now fully taken over the 
Gupta throne. Kumaragupta 1 had a prolific gold 
coinage and introduced many new designs and types. 

After assuming power, Kumiragupta 1 installed 
his younger brother atkachagupta as the 
Governor of Vidisa, who seemed to be much younger 
in age than Kumāragupta 1 and similar in age to his 
niece (the Vakitaka queen Prabhavatigupti's 
daughter), All of this time, the Vakatakas in the West 
were under the influence of (Chandragupta H's 
daughter and now an older queen regent) 
Prabhivatigupti (a prior Gupta princess and sister of 
Kumarapupta I), and under her guidance and control 


firm his ascent to 
question that arises is — 
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she had ensured good relations with the Guptas. 
Around 448 AD Ghatotkachagupra seems to h 
made an attempt for the Gupta throne and issued hi 
gold and silver coins. The fact that only two gold coins 
are known and one , points to the fact that 
his rule was very short. While the Bhitari pillar 
inscription records Skandagupta's assassination of his 
uncle Ghatotkachagupta, another inscription in the 
Kevala Narasimha ‘Temple also records the death of 
Ghatotkachagupta and states that the Vakitaka King, 
Pravarasena brought his widowed sister (wife of 
Ghatotkachagupta ) back to his own residence with 
force (Bakker Vidisa :15), 

Scholars have assigned various dates for 
Skandagupta's reign based on these Junigadh 
inscriptions dated GE136-138 (455-457 AD), 
however, the lead coins published here will help move 


up the date of his control of the Gupta throne to 448- 
449 AD. A date of GE129 = 


silver coin (Coin 3264). 
have had any progen 
this has yer come to light. 
On the basis of gold coins, we can identify fifteen 
additional Gupta Kings who in some capacity or other 
issued gold coins in the Gupta style. The Gupta 
dynastic line continued forward through the 
descendants of Purugupta; however, who the direct 
descendants arcis not completely clear, and at this time 
the genealogy starts to become murky: The Gupta 
Kings following Purugupta are Natasimhagupta 1, 
Samudragupta ll, Vainvagopta, Bhanugupta, 
Prakasaditya, Kumaragupta Il, Budhagupta, 
Prakramaditya, Vikrama Narasimhagupta Il, 
Kumaragupta I, Vishnugupta. So far, we have not yer 
found any base metal or silver coins issued by any 
Kings after Budhagupta. It is possible that there may 
be a minor king using the name Chandragupta (Ш), 
possibly before Budhagupta, but that should be 
considered speculative assertion for naw: 


SRIGUPTA 
(ca. 269-294 CE) 
CATALOGUE 


3527. AR, 1.0gm, 10mm 
A solitary silver coin with legend “Улара” 


448 AD is also seen ona 
kandagupta does not seem to 
no epigraphical evidence for 


374 
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Obv: Bust of King facing right in style of Kshatrapa 
coins Ñ 

Rev: Horizontal legend Srigupta/h) 
(Private Collection 1263, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pel 4 3) 3 
Attribution on this coin to $riGupra is tentative 
awaiting additional specimen. 


CHANDRAGUPTA I 
(ca. 319 -343 CE) 
CATALOGUE 


3528, AE, 19x18mm, 4.05gm. 
1 discovered in Sanghol by 
40km from 
Chandigarh along with a few gold coins of the 
Type of Samudr: 


Obv: Sassanian style bust of King to right. vertical 
legend in right field Lichehba(ra)yab. 

Rev: Bull walking to right in top half, legend below 
Chandragupta. 
(Photo courtesy $. Kumar, TOTGE pg. 182) 


SAMUDRAGUPTA I 
(ca. 344-378 CE) 
CATALOGUE 


3529. AE 11.9x 11.3mm, 0.86gm. 
Ajit Ghose published a unique copper coin of 
Samudragupta in JN] XXXIV. This coin was 
part of a hoard of Gupta copper coins which 
included mostly Chandragupta II gold coins 
and was found in the Faizabad district of UP. 


Obv: Garuda with legend below ‘Samudraguptanya 

Rev: An impress of an incuse not quite square in 
form with an outlet in the middle of one side. 
(Photo courtesy S. Kumar, TOTGE pe.218) 


RAMAGUPTA/ 
KACHAGUPTA 
(ca. 378-381/2 AD) 


Ramagupta coins range in sizes from 4 mm to 22 mm 
and weight range of 0.1gram upto 2.4 grams. Based оп 
the specimens known so far, Rimagupt copper 
coinage can be divided into six main types. 


Garuda Type 
Variety A. 
CATALOGUE 
3530. AE 


Garuda facing forward wings spreid open. 
fri Ramaguptasya written in a circular legend 
starting at 1 o'clock. 

(Private Collection 0157, Photo courtesy $. Kumar, 
TOTGE ps-230) 


Variety B. 
CATALOGUE 
3531. АЕ. 2.4gm, 15mm, 


v: Garuda facing forward wings spread out. 

v Legend in bottom half Rámagupta 

(Private Collection 3312, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE py.230) 


Variety С. 
CATALOGUE 
3532. AE. 7mm, 0.3gm. 


Obv: Garuda facing forward with open wings. 

Rev: Rimaguptah with two crescents above legend. 
(D. Kane Collection Photo courtesy 5. Kumar, 
TOTGE pa.230) i 

Kalaéa (Pot) Type 

CATALOGUE 


3533. AE 


Obv: Кайа 

Rev: Circular Legend Raimagupta 
Note: this type is often confused with the 
Garuda Type coins based on similar obverse. 


(Coin 0158, Photo courtesy 5. Kumar, TOTGE 
8231) 


A&vamedhá Type 
CATALOGUE 


3534. AE, 2.1gm, 22mm 


Obv: Horse to right facing yüpa with ribbons 
Visible. Compound letter Kacrh under the 
horse. 

Rev: Legend Ramagupta Ma[haraja] 

(Coin 3311, Photo courtesy 5. Kumar, TOTGE 
42.231) 


Chakra Type 
CATALOGUE 
3535. AE 


Gupta Dynasty 523 


Obv: 8 spoke Chakra followed by Ката зарла 
Uniface с 
(8M1990,0513.5, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE 4.231) 


Lion Type 
The Lion Type coins are mostly 
Variety А. 
Lion facing right, Ramayupta with crescent ab 
CATALOGUE 
3536. AE, 1.40g, 23mm 


(Ashmolean Museum Callectic 


Variety B: Lion facing left, Ramagupta, 
no crescent. 


CATALOGUE 
3537. 40gm, 13mm. 


(Photo courtesy S. Kumar, TOTGE рд.291) 

Deity Type 
‘This type features a three headed deity which could be 
Brahma, Shiva or Kárttikeya on the obverse and on the 
reverse we see a Garudadhraja in the 
with Raon the right and gu pa’ on it's I 
аге usually found in 0.4gm,0.65¢m, ( 


er of the coin 
These coins. 
„Вит range. 


Variety A. 


Deity sitting in a padmasana pose with both legs 
folded. 


584 Ancient Indian Coins 


CATALOGUE 
3538. AE 


(Shivlee Collection, Photo courtesy 5. Kumar) 
Variety В. 


Brahma (3 heads) sitting with his left leg hanging 
down in an andhaprayanka pose. 


CATALOGUE 
3539. AE 


(Photo courtesy $. Kumar, TOTGE pg.231) 
Variety С. 
Obverse figure seems to be in a /elitátana pose. 


3540. AE 


(Photo courtesy $. Kumar, TOTGE pg.231) 


CHANDRAGUPTA II 
(ca. 383-412 CE) 


Silver Coins 


‘The silver and lead coins issued by Chandragupta Паге 
relatively rare and were issued to emulate the silver 
coinage of the Western Kshatrapas. These silver and 
lead coins are only found in the Gujarat, Malwa and 


Suarashtra regions. As we do not find gold coins in this 
region, it is clear that gold was the currency of choice 
in the rest of the Gupta Empire, while silver and lead 
remained as the predominant currency in the region 
which was once the Kshatrapa territories prior to the 
Gupta rule. 

"The silver and lead coins are extremely important 
as they are the only Gupta coins to feature dates, On 
the basis of the coins below, we can date the start of 
the Gupta conquest of the Kshatrapa territories to 
approximately 398 AD (GE 79+ 319 = 398 AD, Coin 
3276, TOTGE). 

These coins may have kings name as Chandra, 
Chandeagupta(h) or may use his biruda (Imperial title) 
Sri Vikramab or Vikramaditya, 

Obv: Bust of king with date behind the king's 
head, starting with the Brahmi letters varshe and date, 
The date shown may be in Saka era (started in 78 AD) 
or Gupta Era (started in 319 AD). 

Rev: A circular legend and in the center, we see a 
Garuda standing on а curved line. Some coins also 
havea seven dots cluster next to the Garuda, The silver 
coins are primarily found with two different legends 
оп the reverse. These silver coins found in the 1.80 10 
2.15 grams range and they are mostly 15 mm in 
diameter. 


Class I 
Legend: Paramabhdgavata Mabárájádhiraja-Tri- 
Chandragupta V ikramádityah 


чүх1палх&[ё${єҢавгуч ari ә: 


(The most devout devotee, the King of Kings, his 
majesty Chandragupta Vikramaditya). On a few 
coins the legend Chandrais written as Chakra - BM 
specimen shown below. 


CATALOGUE 


Dated: Saka Era 321 = 80 GE = 399 CE 
(This coin shows a Saka era date bebind the bust 
and a Gupta Era date in front of the bust. 
Todywalla Auction 108-122.) 


Class IT 


Legend: SriGuptakuldlankarsya Rajadbirdja Sri- 
Chandragupta Vikramankasya (The jewel of Srigupta's 


Xing of Kings his majesty Chandragupta who 
is marked by valor). (Bhandare: ND29-30:99) 


CATALOGUE 
3542. AR 


Kings head facing to left. This unique coin was 
discovered in recent years with the king's head facing 
to the left, similar to the copper coin< The reverse 
legend is Paramabha Mah 
Chandra 


CATALOGUE 
3543. AR, 1.49g., 12.3mm 


dbirja Sri 


Obv: Bust of King facing to the left. King's hair is 
in a bun with pearl stri 


nd шу earrings 
Rev: Garuda stands on a platform with a doned 
halo and circular legend. 
(C. Sharma Collection, Photo courtesy №. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe. 280) 


—————0000000...-......- 


Соррег 


Copper coins struck by Chandragupta I are only 
found in the Punjab and UP regions and are quite rare. 
These coins are not usually found in the Western 
Kshatrapa repons where silver and lead coins were the 
established currency. 


Gupta Dynasty 585 
Bust Type 

CATALOGUE 

3544. AE. 1.86g, 13mm 


Obv: King's bust facing left. 

Rev: Garuda with Chandragupta 
(ВМ 1949,0803,82, Ph 
TOTGE p 


0) 
Standing King Type 


King stands to left in three 
hand resting: 


th profile, with N 


a balcony тай 


Variety A 
CATALOGUE 
3545. А! 


Obv: King holds lower with nieht hand 


hand rests on railing 


Rev: Garuda on pedestal. Legend -€ 
(BM OR9486, Plots coaster) А. K 
2%) 


Variety B. 


Ku 


stands to left, legend on reverse = no 


Variety B.1. 


Legend is fr Chan 
CATALOGUE 


3546. AE, 3.97gm, 18mm 
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(BM 1922,0424.3901, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pg.281) 


Variety B.2. Legend is Chandragupta 
(missing Srî on reverse) 


CATALOGUE 
3547. AE. 1.37gm, 18mm 


(Private Coll. 1343, Photo courtesy $. Kumar, 
TOTGE 4.281) 


Chhatra Type 


Obv: Attendant stands behind king and holds a 
parasol above his head 

Rev: Garuda with legend below: Mahdnija Sri 
Chandraguptab. 


Variety A. 
Garuda with human hands. 
CATALOGUE 

3548. AE. 6.4gm, 21.5mm 


(Private Coll. 3004, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE p.282) 


Variety В. 


Garuda does not have human hands. Shown with 
wings only. 


CATALOGUE 
3549. AE. 5.61g, 20mm 


(BM 1894,0506.983, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE p.282) 


Chakra Type 


CATALOGUE 
3550. AE, 0.78g 


Obv: Top half Chakra above a line with legend 
Chandra below. 

Rev: Garuda with a human face sitting on a br 
with legend below - Gupta. 


(Ashmolean Mus 23121, Photo courtesy 5. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe.282) 


Kalaga - Pot Type 


Variety A. 
Chandra written on Reverse. 
CATALOGUE 

3551. AE, 0.5g - 1gm, 8-10mm. 


(Ashmolean 23123) 
Variety В. 


Crescent above Chandra. 
CATALOGUE 
3552. AE, 0.44g 


(Noman Nasir Collection) 


Garuda Type 
CATALOGUE 
3553. AE, 0.5 - 1.0gm, 9-10mm 


Obv: Large Garuda with Chandragupta below 

Rev: Small Garuda with ‘Chandra’ 
(Private Collection 0192, Photo courtesy $. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe.283) - 


Lead Coins 


Rajadanda Type 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: King with halo stands facing left and holds the 
Rajadanda in left hand, similar to the design in 
the gold coins. Chandra written below 
(Chamdra).. 

Rev: Three arched hills. 

(Private Collection 3000,(Photo courtesy 5. Kumar, 
TOTGE pg.284) 


Garuda with Three Arched Hills Type 


The coins of this variety are extremely rare and only 
known from three specimen, ‘These coins provide a 
date (Varshe 81= GE81 = 400AD), as confirmation of 
control of the Kshatrapa territory by Chandragupta I1. 


CATALOGUE 


3555. LEAD, Dated: Varshe 81=400AD, 3.8gm, 
17x14mm. 


Gupta Dynasty 587 


Ом: Garuda with outstretched wings within a 
dotted square border. 

Rev: Three arched hills, crescent moon and dot 
cluster. These coins also always haw 
either in Saka era or in Gupta 
(Private Coll. 3010, Photo courtesy 


3556. LEAD, Dated: Varshe 817400 AD, 3.7gm, 
17x11mm. 


(Private Collection 3407, (Photo courtesy $. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe.284) 


Flower Type 
CATALOGUE 
3557. LEAD, 3.4gm, 15mm 


Obv: Flower within a dotted square border. 

Rev: Chandraguptasya 
(Private Collection 3600, (Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE p.285) 


Bull Type 


CATALOGUE 
3558. LEAD 


Obv: Bull to right 
Rev: Legend Sri Vikramap and date GEO 
(Private Collection 3602, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
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Garuda Type 


"This is the most common type in lead coins issued by 
Chandragupta Il. These coins feature a bold design of 
a Garuda with outstretched wings. 


Variety A. 
CATALOGUE 
3559, LEAD, 4.2gm, 15mm 


Obv: Garuda with outstretched wings. 

Rev: Legend - ri Vikramah within a dotted box 
border. 
(Private Coll. 3019, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe.285) 


Variety B. 
CATALOGUE 
3560. LEAD, 3.5gm, 14mm 


Obv: Garuda stands on a wavy line with elaborate 
cuda /head 

Rev: Legend Vikramab within a dotted box border. 
(Private Coll. 3018, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pg.285) 


Variety C 
CATALOGUE 
3561, LEAD, 2.6gm, 14mm 


Obv: Garuda with tall legs stands on wavy line, 
enclosed in а square box. 


Rev: Legend Íri Vikramab - no border. 
(Private Coll, 3016, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pg.285) 


KUMARGUPTA I 
(ca. 409-452 CE) 


Silver Coins 


The silver coins of Kumaragupta 1 are mostly found in 
the western regions of Gujarat, and Kathiawar as well 
as eastern Malwa, as these were the areas under control 
by the Kshatrapa Kings whose primary currency was 
of silverand lead coins. 

After the defeat of Rudrasimha III (SE337 = 
415AD), the last of the Kshatrapa mints were finally 
under the control of Kumaragupta I. Prior to the 
defeat of Rudrasimha Ш, Chandragupta II did control 
a portion of the western region but not all. The last 
silver coin showing a data of the Saka Era was issued 
by Rudrasimha III is dated year Saka 337 (415AD). 

While silver coins issued by his father 
Chandragupta II were limited and are fairly rare, under 
Kumaragupta 1, the silver coinage was struck in very 
large numbers. While gold coins were used throughout 
the Gupta Empire and very plentiful to support а 
thriving economy, silver coinage continued to be the 
primary currency in these western regions even after 
the conquest by the Guptas as it was a familiar and 
trusted medium for trade, Trying to bring order into 
this chaos created by hundreds of dies (many of which 
were created by illiterate dic carvers simply copying the 
legends and thus producing dies with mistakes), as well 
as thousands of die combinations, This is not within 
the scope of this book, as such, in order to provide a 
simpler yet effective way to classify the silver coins 
issued by Kumaragupta 1, 1 had proposed to use a 
classification based on the presence of the different 
design elements scen on the reverse of the silver coins. 
As such these coins can be divided into three main 
‘Types: Garuda Type; Peacock (Madhyadesha) Туре 
and Trident Type. 

Silver seemed to be a very popular currency, used 
in very large numbers in the Kshatrapa lands during 
their rule, as well as throughout the rule of the Gupta 
kings in this same region. ‘The ex-Kshatrapa mints 
producing the coins for the Guptas, seem to have 
taken on the task of producing the Garuda Type silver 
coins in large numbers. A large number of the dics 
were made by illiterate die engravers, which invariably 
led to a lot of mistakes in the legends and letters 
inscribed on the coin dies. 


Following in the tradition of coins issued by the 

Kshatrapa kings, these same mints continued to add 
dates on the obverse of the silver coins issued for their 
new Gupta rulers. These dates are only seen on the 
Variety А of the Garuda Туре silver coins and never on 
the Variety B and following in the Kshatrapa tradition, 
this date is always written at the rear of the bust, on the 
obverse, at 9 -12 o'clock. 

‘The Peacock Type coins are also referred to as the 
Madhyadesha Type coins as these are only found in the 
Madhya Pradesh/Ujjain/ Western UP region, It seems 
these were not accepted or used in the Gujarat- 
Western region, 

While the Garuda and the Peacock ‘Type silver 
coins аге frequently found, the Trident Type is very 
rare, and seems to be only known from justa few coins 
one of which is illustrated here. These Trident Туре 
coins seem to have been struck in the Sarvva style 
copying the local issues of the Sarvva Kings after 
Kumaragupta 1 finally ‘subdued the Sakas, as well as 
the Sarvva rulers of Kathiawad (south Peninsular 
Gujarat) region, before the end of his rule! (Bhandare, 
ND29-30, pp.100). 

On some of the Garuda and the Peacock ‘Type 
coins we can still find the dates on the obverse. Trident 
Туре coins do not seem to have any dates. 


Garuda Type 


‘The bust of the King faces to right on the obverse. The 
different die designs may show the king with a cap, 
sometimes with crescents in the cap, a mustache or a 
high collar ora necklace. On some rare coins (less than 
1%) a date is visible behind the king's head. In front of 
his nose, vertically, some coins have the Greek letters 
OHOHO ete. which is mostly a carry forward of a 
design copied from prior Greek coinage. The reverse 
shows the Garuda in various styles, with a seven dot 
cluster next to it. The garuda is shown standing on a 
wavy line (on most coins). The Garuda with a long 
neck variety normally is seen with the legend number 
2. These coins are found in the 1.7gm to 2.15gm 
weight and approx. 15mm diameter. 


We know of two legends on the coins are: 


1. Paramabhágatata mabsirijédbirdja-tré Kuméragupla- 
Mabendradtyap 


upván акуб је угуу ig, : 


2. Paramabbágatata rijadhiràjaíri Kumaragupla 
Mabendridityap 


uywsinaaiediede 6n vi д: 


‘The use of the title 'rajaraja' may signify that these 
specific coins may have been struck while 
Kumaragupta I was installed as a viceroy prior to his 
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taking the Imperial Gupta throne. This use of this title 
is consistent with the evidence from the Kevala 
Narasimha ‘Temple inscription of Ghatotkachayupta, 
which refers to him also as a rajaraja during the тте be 
was a viceroy/yovernor in Vidita (Bakker: 294), 
Rajgor published coins of this type with the le 
‘Makugupta’ which points to possible iter: 
engraver error jumbling up the letters of the Kings 
name. 


Variety A. 

With legend 1, with Date on Obverse 
CATALOGUE 

3562. AR 


Date: GE90 = 409A. 

(Photo courtesy У. Kumar, TOTGE pa, 332, 

Coin 3210) 

Coins with dates are found in this variety with 
dates ranging from GE90 to GET19 (409. 
438AD) 


Variety В. 


With Legend 2, no date, corrupt Greek letters behind 
bust. 


CATALOGUE 
3563. AR 


(BM IOC.955, Photo courtesy Trustees of the British 
Museum, ТОТС pe. 334) 


Peacock Type (Madhyadesha Type) 


This type is also referred to as the Madhyadesha Type 
(Central Provinces) as most of these coins were mostly 
found in the Madhya Pradesh - Ujjain area. On these 
coins, the design of the Bust is uniquely different, 
much more broader than as seen on the Garuda Туре, 
however on a few rare coins, the design of the bust is 
exceptionally detailed. 
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“The date is written vertically in front of the face on 
the obverse, "The circular legend on the reverse is 
Legend 3 starting at 12 o'clock with a fan-tailed 
peacock in the center whose head is turned to the left. 
In Variety A, there is an additional lotus flower with a 
stalk at the right foot of the peacock. In Variety B, the 
lotus flower is missing, These coins were struck to 
15mm dia. and a 2gm weight, however, we find a large 
variation and some coins have been recorded with a 
dia. of 16.5mm and weights as low as 1.57mm. 


Legend 3: Vijitäraniravanipatih Kuméragupto ditaris 
jayati. 


BAS aTARUALIEE H АЄУА 
Variety A. 
With lotus flower on reverse at foot of peacock. 
CATALOGUE 
3564. AR, 2gm, 15mm 


(Photo courtesy 5. Kumar, TOTGE pg. 334, 
Coin 3256.) 


Variety B. 
With no lotus flower on reverse 
CATALOGUE 

3565. AR, 1.9gm, 14mm 


(Photo courtesy S. Kumar, TOTGE pg, 334, 
Coin 3254) 


Variety C. 


With date in front of bust on obverse. No lotus flower 
seen on reverse. 


CATALOGUE 
3566. AR, 1.9gm, 14mm 


(Photo courtesy $. Kumar, TOTGE pg. 334, 
Coin 3243) 


TTrišüla Type 


The Trišüla Type coins are very rare and only known 
from a total four specimens. Shailendra Bhandare first 
proposed that these coins are presumed to have been 
struck by Kumaragupta 1 after his conquest of the 
$агууа rulers, in the style of the Sarvva coins 
(Bhandare, ND29-30). 

These coins do not display a date, but do have 
Greek letters on the obverse. They do feature 
crescents, sometimes with a sun on the cap/headdress 
worn by the king. The crescent with a dot seen on 
these coins is identical to the Altar Type silver coins of 
Skandagupta. 

On the reverse we see a unique trisüla design, 
which isa little different from the trišüla design as seen 
on Šarvva silver coins, This new design of the trišüla 
has two additional legs, one on each side of the central 
shaft, reminiscent of the legs seen on the Garuda Type 
reverse. (Suken Shah, ND40, Pg 65). 


The legend on these coins 
Paramabhágarata mahinijidhirija-sri- 
Kumaragupta-Mabendrisya. 


Upránasvifédfe Ber qoa, 


Variety A. 
With Sun and Crescents on King's head. 
CATALOGUE 

3567. AR 


(Shivlee Collection, Photo courtesy S. Kumar) 


Variety В. 

With only Crescents on King's headdress (no sun). 
CATALOGUE 

3568. AR 


Copper Coins 


Copper coins of Kumaragupta are very rarely found 
and mostly from the Gujarat/Milwa region and 
sometimes from UP. From it's scarce numbers, it is 
apparent that unlike the silver coinage, the copper 
coins were not popular and not struck in large 
numbers. These can be divided into the following 
types. 


Chhatra Type 
CATALOGUE 
3569. AE, 2.8-5.5g. 


Obv: King stands facing left under a Chhatra held 
by а dwarf who stands behind him. 

Rev: Garuda standing on top half with wings 
stretched, legend in bottom half Mahanijé-ri- 
Kumaragnpta. 

(Photo courtesy S. Kumar, TOTGE pg. 335) 


Garuda Type 


Variety A. 
CATALOGUE 
3570. АЕ, 2.20g, 13mm 


Gupta Dynasty 591 


Obv: Garuda standing on wavy line, within dotted 
border, struck on a round flan. 

Rev: Sr-Kumaragupta 
These coins are similar to round coins also 
struck in lead with a similar design. 
(Private Coll. 3461, Photo courtesy 5. Kumar, 
TOTGE py. 335) 

Variety B. 

Fractional size, 

CATALOGUE 


3571. AE, 0.12gm, 9mm. 


Obv: Garuda stands on a platform 

Rev: Legend Ки 
(Private Coll. 3601, (Photo courtesy $. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe, 336) 


King Bust to Left Type 
Variety А. 


This coin with a bust facing left was a very new style 
compared to most silver coins where the bust faces to 
the right. The legend appears to be - Paramabhigarata 
ràjädbiräjasri Kumaragupta Mahendrádiys on the 
Reverse written in a circular arrangement around a 
Garuda in the center. Greek letters are seen in front of 
the bustatleft. 


CATALOGUE 
3572. AE, 1.2gm, 12mm 


(Private Coll. 3478, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe. 336) 


Variety B. 
With legend Kumaragupta on reverse. 
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CATALOGUE 
3573. AE 


(Private Coll. 3606, Photo courtesy S. 
TOTGE pz. 336) 


Variety C. 
With peacock in front of the bust on obverse. 
CATALOGUE 

3574. AE 


(Private Coll. 3608, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pg. 336) 


Fire Altar Type 


The fire altar type design on base metal coins is only 
seen on silver coins of Skandagupta and was not 
known to have been struck by any other Gupta King, 
‘These copper coins of Kumaragupta І below, 
featuring the fire altar design firmly confirm that this 
motif was in use prior to Skandagupta. Some scholars 
incorrectly maintain that the debased Altar Type silver 
coins issued by Skandagupta may have been struck 
posthumously after his death. 


CATALOGUE 
3575. AE, 4.31gm, 16mm 


Obv: Fire Altar on top half, with legend below 
Sri-Ku 


Rev: Goddess seated, right hand rests on her knee, 
left hand holds a flower. A Garudadhvaja is to 


her left. 
(BM 1920,0617.65, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 


TOTGE pz. 336) 
King Standing to Left Type 
Variety А. 


The design on this type is very similar to the design of 
the Chhatra Type copper coins as well as the copper 
coins struck by Chandragupta 11. 


CATALOGUE 
3576. AE, 2.45gm, 16x14.5mm 


Obv: King stands facing left. 

Rey: Garuda on top half and legend below 
Sri-Kumiragupta. 
(Private Call. 3462, (Photo courtesy $. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe. 337) 


Variety B. 
Legend: Mabanijá 5ri-Kumaragnpta. 
CATALOGUE 

3577. AE 


(Photo courtesy $. Kumar, TOTGE pe, 337) 
Horseman Type 
CATALOGUE 
3578. AE, 3.2gm, 16mm. 


Obv: King riding horse to right 
Rev: Legend Sr Mahendnidinish. 
(Private Coll. 3458, Photo courtesy S. Kumar 
TOTGE pe, 337) 
—————0000000............ 


Lead Coins 


The lead coins were mostly in use in the Gujarat and 
Malwa regions to replace the local currency that was in 
use under the Kshatrapas, In keeping with thc 
Kshatrapa coinage design, the local mints continued to 
i late in Gupta Era on a few select lead Gupta 


These lead coins of Kumaragupta I can be divided 
into three Types: Bull Type, Chakra Type and Garuda 
‘Type. The Garuda being the imperial symbol of the 
Gupta Kings, was most commonly used design on 
their coins and within this type we find six distinct 
varieties. } have no doubt that additional varieties will 
come to light as the mints were quite innovative and 
didn't seem to follow any specific design formula for 
these lead coins. 


Bull Type 


This coin design is a copy of the bull type of the 
Kshatrapas, struck by the same mints, immediately 
after the final conquest by Kumaragupta 1. In keeping 
with the Kshatrapa designs, these coins struck for 
Kumaragupta also have a date, immediately above the 
rump of the bull on coins of Variety A. (Variety B 
coins do not have a date). 


Variety A. 
CATALOGUE 
3579. LEAD, 4.90gm, 14.6mm 


Obv: Bull shown in a side view, facing right. 

Rev: Legend Sri-Knmáragupta. 
The date is immediately abore the hump of the bull. 
E 


(Private Coll. 3453, GE130, 449AD, Photo 
‘courtesy 5. Kumar, TOTGE pg. 338) 


Gupta Dynasty 593 
Variety B. 

CATALOGUE 

3580. LEAD, 5.33gm, 17mm 


es 


Bull facing right and forward. 
Rev: Legend Sn-Kumainigupts 


Chakra Type 


This type is known from a solitary coin shown below 
erse has a 16 spoke Chakra. Reverse shows the 
and the date of Gupra 


CATALOGUE 


3581. LEAD, 4.39gm, 15mm 


(Private С 303, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGI: pe. 338) 

In addition to the coin above, where the name 
of the King is very clearly on the reverse, we 
do find additional coins with similar Chakra 
on the obverse and a Garuda on the reverse. 
Since these coins do not have the name of the 
King, or any other legend, it is difficult to 
assign them to a specific Gupta Ki 
However, due to the presence of the Garuda, 
these coins should be considered as part of 
Сира coinage. 


3582. LEAD 


(Photo courtesy S. Kamar, TOTGE 
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Garuda standing over 
‘Three Arched Hills Type 


This unique coin design was first issued by his father 
Chandragupta И. This design commemorates the 
victory of the Gupta over the Ksharrapas. The three 
arched hilly were the dynastic symbol of the 
Kshatrapas and in similar lead coins issued by his 
father, this design type was also the first lead coin issued 
with the Gupta dynastic symbol — the Garuda standing 
alune the three arched hills (Kumar, ТОТО, ру, 284). 

We know that Kumaragupta Í defeated the last 
Kshatrapa King Rudrasimha III and established full 
control over the Kshatrapa Empire in 415AD and it 
seems that this coin was his version of 
commemorating victory with the defeat of 
Rudrasimha HH. 


CATALOGUE 
3583. LEAD, 2.97gm, 17mm. 


Орах Garuda standing over three arch hills, a two 
line box border with dots inside the lines. 
Rev: Sr Kumaraguptas 
(Prinate Coll, M62, Photo courtesy Y. Kumar, 
TOTGI: pg, 340) 


Garuda Type 


“This was the most popular coin type issued in lead by 
Kumaragupta 1, and within this type we see many 
different die styles. The obverse always has a Garuda 
with its wings outstretched. Sometimes it is shown 
within a box border, sometimes a dotted border and 
other times it is shown standing on a pedestal. On a 
few die styles, the King's name has been very 
beautifully incorporated within the scroll pattern, on 
other coins a date also has been added. On the reverse 
we sce the name of the King and sometimes the name 
with a date. Design elements such as the Crescent, Sun, 
Chakra, Sanka are shown ina lateral view: 

‘These lead coins were struck out of a long 
rectangular strip cut into square or rectangular pieces. 
As such the weights were not very consistent and range 
between 3gms and 4.5gms. Coins, such as the 
specimen shown in Variety F below, shows the shape is 
rectangular with a rounded edge (these were the end 
pieces cut from a strip of lead during the coin making 


lar if these were struck toa specific 


rif the economic value of these lead 
in established value, regardless of the 
eight. 


s was in fac 
variation in thi 


Variety A. 
CATALOGUE 
3584, LEAD 


Obv: Garuda within dotted border 
Rev: Legend Śri- Kumäraguptah, lateral view of the 
Chakra above 
(Photo courtesy S. Китап TOTGEE pe, 339) 
Variety В. 
CATALOGUE 
3585. LEAD 


(Private Coll. 3436, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe. 339) 


Variety C. 
CATALOGUE 
3586. LEAD 


Obv: Garuda within dotted square box. 
Rev: Legend: Kumäragupta and date GE 120 below. 
(Private Coll 3406, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 

TOTGE ps. 339) 


Variety D. 
CATALOGUE 
3587. LEAD 


em 
j 
y 


Obv: Garuda with full wings, no border visible, 
Rev: Reverse legend starts at 9 o'clock — random 
placement of letters spelling ont Sri 
Kuméraquptab. 
(Private Coll. 3400, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe. 339) 


Variety E. 
CATALOGUE 
3588. LEAD, 2gm, 14x9mm 


Obv: Garuda within a dotted border 

Rev: Legend: $ri-Kumäragupta 
(Private Coll. 3429, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pg. 339) 


Variety F. 
CATALOGUE 
3589. LEAD, 3.29gm, 20x15mm 


Obv: Square line border within dotted border, with 
Garuda within. 

Rev: Legend Sri:Kuméraguptah within dotted border, 
no date. 
(Private Coll. 3430, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE } 339) 


Ga Daty 566, 
Variety G. 
CATALOGUE 
3590. LEAD 


Obv: 


Garuda surrounded in serol! 
placement of letters, fz at 9 
3 o'clock. 

Rev: Sri-Kumäraguptai 
(off flan). 
(Private Coll, 3431, Pi 
TOTGE py, 


th pass 


тед 5. Kumar, 


Variety Н. 
CATALOGUE 
3591. LEAD 


Obv: Garuda within circle, a round dotted border 
outside the circle. 

Rev: Legend in circle starts at 12 o'clock. 
Sri Kumáragupta. 
(Private Coll 3445, Photo courtesy $. Kumar, 
TOTGE pz. 339) 

Variety I. 

CATALOGUE 

3592. LEAD 2.9gm, 16x14mm 


Obs: Garuda within square border of solid line and 
dots around it. 


|... — 28 
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Rev: Circular legend with a round border of dots. 
-Kusdrag/uptab] 


Coll. 3474, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe. 340) 
Variety J. 
CATALOGUE 


3593, LEAD, 3.4gm, 16mm 


Obv: Garuda wing with square made with solid line. 
Rev: Round arrangement of letters around a circle. 
No borders. Legend $ri-Kumäragupta 
(Private Coll. 3487, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pg. 340) 


Variety К. 
CATALOGUE 
3594. LEAD, 2.1gm, 14mm 


Obv: Garuda stands on a pedestal within а solid line 
border and dots around. 

Rev: Legend (Kujmaragupta with Sanka above, 
within a square. 
(Private Coll, 3428, Photo courtesy 5. Kumar, 
TOTGE pg. 340) 


Variety L. 
CATALOGUE 
3595. LEAD, 2.0gm, 13mm 


Obv: Round flan, Garuda with its wings down, 
dotted halo around head. 

Rev: Kumara above, Gupta below. 
(Private Coll. 3486, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pg. 340) 

Variety М. 

CATALOGUE 


3596. LEAD, 1.97gm, 12mm 


Obv: Round flan, Garuda with its wings up 
Rev: Kumara above, Gupta below. 
(Private Coll. 3477, Photo courtesy $. Kumar, 
TOTGE pg. 340) 
Variety L. 
CATALOGUE 
3597. LEAD, 3.18gm 


Obv: Round flan, Garuda with its wings up enclosed 
їп a square with a border of dots. 

Rev: Sr-Kumragupta with a six spoke chakra 
enclosed within a dotted border. 
(Private Collection, via Facebook) 


SKANDAGUPTA 
(ca. 448 - 467 CE) 


Skandagupta's ascent to the throne has been described 
in various inscriptions. The narrative in Somadeva's 
Kathasaritsigara suggests that Mahendraditya 
(Kumaragupta 1), after handing over the kingdom to 
Vikramaditya (in this case, а reference to Skandagupta. 
- see pg. 32), who had defeated the mlechchhas (the 
Hüpas), retired with his wife to Varanasi (Goyal, 328). 
The Bhitari Pillar inscription of Skandagupta states 
that after the death of his father (Kumaragupta I), he 


(Skandagupta) re-established the family fortune that 
had tottered - 'established again the Sovereignty of the 
House that had turned adrift when (his) father had 
repaired to heaven! (Verse 6). The last dated inscription 
of Kumaragupta Í is the Mankuwar stone image 
inscription of Kumaragupta I with a date of Gupta 
Era 129 (448AD). The first dated inscription of 
Skandagupta is the Junigadh Rock inscription of 
Skandagupta with dates of Gupta Era 136, 137 and 
138 (455 - 457AD) which led scholars to officially 
declare that Skandagupta's reign started in 455AD His 
last year of reign is based on the last known inscription 
- the Mandasor inscription dated to ME 524 (467AD) 
as well as the Indor Copper-Plate of Skandagupta with 
a date of GE 148 - 467AD. Fortunately, the lead and 
silver coins of Skandagupta have clear dates on them 
and the following coins help bring clarity to the dates: 
The lead coin of Kumaragupta 1 (Coin 3453, GE 130 
= 449 AD) and silver coin Coin 3478 with a date of 
GE 131 (or GE133) 450 AD (or 452 AD) helps 
confirm the last dates of Kumaragupta I to, at least, 
449/450 AD. The first date is seen on a silver coin is 
GE 129, 448 AD (Coin 3264) and a lead coin (Coin 
3507) of Skandagupta with GE 130 (449 AD), thus 
confirming that the dates for Skandagupta reign 
started in 448-449 AD and ended on or after 467 AD. 
Skandagupta ruled for 18 years and his gold coinage is 
scarce, Maybe based on the stress placed on the 
treasury due to the invasion from the Hunas and/or 
from a slow decline of the empire, both the number of 
the gold coins as well as designs and types produced by 
the mint are very limited. Like his father, Skandagupta 
issued coins in gold, silver, copper and lead. Unlike the 
earlier Gupta Kings, his coins are not that numerous - 
approximately 296 gold coins are recorded so far, 
hinting ata very short reign. 

Verse two of the Supia Pillar inscription states that 
Skandagupta was a gifted musician and as such, 1 
would not bë surprised if we were to also find a Lyrist 
coin issued by him, similar to the Lyrist Types of his 
father Kumaragupta 1 or his great-grandfather 
Samudragupta. In keeping with the Gupta tradition, 
Skandagupta adopted the biruda Kramiditya. On his 
silver coins of Class I, we also find him using the same 
biruda as his grandfather, Chandragupta H - 
Vikramaditya. His copper, lead and silver coins are 
mostly found in the western regions of Gujarat and 
Malwa upto Madhya Pradesh. 


Silver Coins 


Skandagupta continued the issue of silver coins similar 
to the issues of his father. However, he added two new 
designs to the reverse as such the silver coins issued by 


Gupta Dynasty 597 


Skandagupta are divided into five different types as 
shown below. The date on these silver coins is written 
using the Gupta Era and is visible at the back of the 
head on obverse of the Garuda type, and in front of 
the head of the Madhyadesha type coins. The last 
known date for Skandagupta was from a silver coin 
published by VA Smith with date of 467AD (IA 
1902,p.266), but this reading of date has not been 
confirmed. 


Garuda Type 


Bust of King on the obverse with date visible behind 
the head on some coins. There may be some Gi 
Letters ТООН visible in front of the face. The N 

оп the reverse is Paramabhägarata mabäräjädbiräja 
Skandegupta - Kramédityah around а stylized garuda 
shown with it's wings outstretched, and a seven dot 
cluster above it at left. On many coins, the legends are 
missing letters due to space limitations or errors by the 
die engraver. The coins were struck to a size of 14 mm 
and a weight ranges from as low as 1.5 to 2.20 grams. 
Silver purity on the two specimens tested by XRF is 
92.98% (coin 3246) and 75.92% (coin 3264), which is 
quite representative of the range, as we find that the 
purity of the silver drops significantly on other types. 


CATALOGUE 
3598. AR, 22gm, 14mm, GEI29-448AD. 


(Private Coll. 3264, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
ТОТСЕ pe, 354) 


Madhyadesha Type 


‘These coins have a distinctively different bust design 
and are generally struck on a larger flan of 16mm and 
weight ranges from 1.70 to 2.37 grams. All coins of 
this type show a date written vertically in Brahmi 
numerals dated in Gupta Era, in front of the bust at 
right. On the reverse, there are two different circular 
legends around a fan tailed peacock which has its wings 
open and it's head turned to the left. The silver purity 
was 94.54% on the specimen tested via XRF. Coins 
illustrated on next page. 
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Variety A. 

Legend: Vijitinaniranumipatirjayati dina Sbandagupte yan 
CATALOGUE 

3599. AR, 2.3gm, 4mm 


Coins are known with dates starting with 
40 to GE148 (459AD to 467AD) 
(Private Coll, Photo courtesy 5. Kumar) 


Variety B. 


Vijitivaniravanipati{p] inSkandagupto айғай jayati - 
éandagupta, who has conquered the earth, wins 


CATALOGUE 
3600. AR 


Date GE144 (463AD), 85.42% Au. 
(Private Coll. 3244, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe. 355) 
‘The date is visible on the obverse in front of 

„ the bust, written vertically at right edge. On 
most coins it is off the flan. The Brahmi 
numerals used here were a play on the letters 
and numerals: the number 100 looks very 
much like the Brahmi 'Gu', the number 40 
looks very similar to the Brahmi letter 'pta', 
and the last number is a Brahmi 4 or 7 = year 
144 or 147 of the Gupta Era. While some of 
the dates written on the obverse are similar in 
Brahmi letters to the letters Gupta’ (for coins 
struck by Skandagupta in the year 140+, on 
other coins struck by Budhagupta clear dates 
can be seen with dates of GE175. John Allan 
listed the dates for each of the British 
Museum silver coins in his book published in 


1914, Altckar, РІ 
concurred that these 9 
sometimes they debated on the reading of the 
actual date as the letters may be off flan, 
"These Brahmi numerals continued to evolve 
and by the time of Skandayupta, the numerals 
used on coins ap july different in 
style from those seen used on coins of 
Western Kshatrapas and Chandragupta HI. 


Bull Type 


Bust of King on the obverse, no date is seen on these 
coins however Greek letters are visible on a few 
specimen in front of the bust. On the reverse, the Bull 
is shown recumbent to the right and the high quality of 
the design and style of the script points to the coin dies 
being made at a royal mint. The legend on the reverses 
Paramabhigavata mahárajadhirája. Skandayupta 
Kramaditya) and starts at 4 o'clock. "The coins of this 
type are Phe weights range from 1.306 2.0 
grams and the average weight of these coins is 1.75 
grams. The sizes ranges from 12 mm - 15mm. ‘The 
silver purity ranges from 92.61% (6 51.30% 
confirminga gradual debasement. 


CATALOGUE 


jupta, Nisar Ahmad, all 


гє dates, however, 


ar to be 


(Private Coll. 3269, Photo courtesy У. Kumar, 
TOTGE ps. 355) 


Bull and Trisüla Type 


These are the rarest of the silver coins, and so far 
known only from a total of six specimen. On the 
obverse, the Bust of the King faces to right similar to 
other types, however no Greek letters or dates are 
visible on the specimen studied, On the reverse, the 
bull is seated and faces to the left, looking at a triéüla, 
the legend Paramabhdgavata mahdrdjadhirdja Sri 
Skandagupta Kramáditya. The coins weigh in the range 
of 1.52 to 1.93 grams range and size ranges from 
12mm to 15 mm. The silver purity is 81.80%. 


CATALOGUE 
3602. AR, 1.93gm, 15mm, 81.80% Ag 


(Private Coll. 3280/3251, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pg. 356) 


Altar (Havan Kund) Type 
A note about the term "Altar": the device seen on these 
Gupta dynasty silver coins should rcally be referred to 
as a havan kund or homa, a utensil used 
hindu 


during the 
dic ceremony to hold the holy fire. The term 
‘Altar’ originates from the Zoroastrian pedestal fire 
altar used to hold and guard the sacred holy fire. Such 
a pedestal fire altar, as seen on Sassanian coinage 
depicted as a tall device. The fire altar shown on the 
Kushan and Gupta coinage is in fact a havan kund 
into which oblations are offered during a vedic 
ceremony. 

TH 
obverse 
diffe: 


Altar Type coins have a Bust of King on 
nd a fire altar on the reverse with two 
nt circular legends. ‘These coins seem to have 
been produced in large quantities and most of these 
were very highly debase 

It is clear from the different studies that these 
coins may have been struck during a period of turmoil 
in the Empire as well as financial stress on the treasury 
We know that Skandagupta's earlier years were full of 
conflict in the western regions and that could be the 
reason for such debasement. The Fire Altar is seen on 
Gupta coins from the first coins issued by 
Chandragupta I. Prior to that, it was seen used on 
Kushana and Sassanian coins. Immediately prior to 
Skandagupta, we also see it used on Kumaragupta I's 
bronze coins, as such, it is not unusual to find silver 
coins struck with such a device for Skandagupta. We 
do find a wide variety of dies used in the production of 
these Altar Type coins, with variations on the style of 
the Altar. Weights range from as low as 1.0 grams to as 


high 2.5 grams. Sizes range between 12 mm to 14 mm. 
Depending on the silver purity, some coins appear 
silver in color while majority of the coins have a 


copper appearance. 


Legend in Class E Puno 
Vkandagupta 
Shu 


Whigarata in Vikramáditya 
and in Class Il: Paramabbigarata iri 
pta Kramadityab. 
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In cach Class 1 & Il, the varieties are based on the 
design of thealtar— 


Variety A 


onc column altar, 

two column altar, 

three column altar, 

Threc horizontal bars altar. 


Legend - Paramabbigavata ir-Vikeraméditya Skandaguptap 
Variety A. 

One Column Altar 

CATALOGUE 


(BM 308373, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pg. 357) 


Variety B. 

Two Column Altar 
CATALOGUE 
3604. AR 


(BM 308376, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pa. 357) 


Class I1. 


Legend - Paramabhágarata sri Skandagupta Kramidityap 
Variety A. 

One Column Altar 

CATALOGUE 

3605. AR, 1.8gm, 12mm 
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(BM OR.9526, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, Lead Coins 


TOTGE pe. 357) 
ORR Lead coins of Skandagupta are very important as they 
Variety В. feature a clear date in Gupta Era and have been able to 
р! 
provide us with important chronological markers, 


‘Two Column Altar 
There аге three different types: Garuda, Rooster 


CATALOGUE (Kukkuta) with MahaSakti spear, Bull (nandi) with 
3606. AR, 1.94gm, 12mm Maha-Sakti spear. 
Garuda Type 
Within this type, there are five varieties known based 
on designs on reverse. 
Variety A. 
Reverse has Sankha, Chakra, date and name Sri 
Skandaguplasya. 
(BM OR.9535, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe. 357) CATALOGUE 
3609. LEAD, 2.6gm, 16mm 


Variety С. 
Three Column Altar 
CATALOGUE 

3607. AR, 1.9gm, 11mm 


Date GE141/460AD 
(Private Coll. 3518, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe. 358) 


Variety B. 
(Private Coll. 3548, Photo courtesy 5. Kumar, Reverse has Sankha, Srivatsaand name Sri Skandaguptasya 
TOTGE pg. 357) CATALOGUE. 
Weg p: 3610, LEAD, 1.93gm, 14mm 
Three horizontal Bars Altar 
CATALOGUE 


3608. AR, 1.9gm, 11mm 


(Private Coll. 1297, Photo courtesy 5. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe. 358) 


(Private Coll. 3605, Photo courtesy 5. Kumar, Variety С. 


TOTGE pg. 357) 
ж 357) Name of King in straight line Sr? Skandaguptalya] - 
——— 0000000 with date. 


CATALOGUE 
3611. LEAD, 3.0gm, 13mm 


Date GE 144/463 AD 
(Private Coll. 3120, Photo courtesy $. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe. 358) 

Variety D. 


is either above or below the name which is in a 
ight line Sri Skandaguptasya 


CATALOGUE 
3612. LEAD 


Date Va[rshe] 100+30 = GE30/449AD 
(Private Coll. 3507, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE pe. 359) 

Note the date on this is clear, there is space 
after the 30 numeral for any digits if any were 
needed to be added, but have not. Also the 
legend below ending with .. guptsya is visible. 
Coin 3512 shown below with date GE133, 
where the digit for 3 is shown as three 
horizontal lines which are very clearly visible 
immediately next to the digit for 100 and 30. 
‘This confirms that Skandagupta was in control 
of the Western mints by GE130 - 449 AD. 


3613. LEAD 


Gupta Dynasty 601 
3614, LEAD 


Date 100404 = GEI44/463AD 

(Private Coll, 3519, Photo courtesy V. Kumar, 
TOTGIE pe, 359) 

Lead coins were struck from a flat strip, and 
this is the end piece of the strip, 


Variety E. 


Name of King is in two lines, 7 Skandaguptanu - no 
date visible, 


CATALOGUE 
3615. LEAD, 3.4gm, 14mm. 


(Private Coll. 3 
TOTGE pe. 359) 


Rooster (Kukkuta) with 
Mat 


"There are two varieties in this type. Variety А has no 
name or date the addition of a pe, 
hills Rooster on the obverse f 


‘ing a Mak 


of GE130, confirming that Skandagupta effectively 
took over the powerin С 


Vai A. 


Rooster (Каби) with Maha Sakti spear on obverse 


and on reverse, three arched hills with а Pe: 
left. 


ck facing 
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CATALOGUE 
3616. LEAD, 3.2gm, 13mm 


(Private Coll. 3505, Photo courtesy . Kumar, 
TOTGE pe. 360) 


Variety B. 


Rooster on the obverse facing a Mahi-Sakti spear on 
obverse and on reverse, date of Varshe 130 = 449AD, 
and the full name of the King SriSkandagupta. 


CATALOGUE 
3617. LEAD, 4.50gm, 16.5mm 


(Prinate Coll. 3494, Photo courtesy S. Kumar, 
TOTGE py. 360) 


Bull (Nandi) with 
Maha-Sakti Spear Type 


CATALOGUE 
3618. LEAD, 2.3gm, 14x13mm 


Obv: Bull to left, with date above hump. 

Date: 10040447 GE144, 463 AD. 

Rev: Mahi-Sakti spear with Lingam at right. 
(Private Coll. 3412,Photo courtesy 5. Kumar, 
TOTGE py. 360) 


GHATOTKACHA GUPTA 
(ca. 435 — 450 CE) 


Ghatotkachagupta was a much younger brother of 
Kumaragupta I. He was installed as the governor of 
Vidisa, which was an important political and trading 
center during the ancient times, strategically located in 
the center of the Indian subcontinent at the crossroads 
of the North South, East and West trading routes. The 
heir apparent to the Gupta throne always seemed to 
have been posted to this Malwa region in the capacity 
of Governor Once Kumaragupta I climinated 
Govindagupta, his youngest brother seemed to be a 
good choice to fill this void. At the same time 
Prabhávatigupti, the sister of Kumaragupta 1, was 
fully in control of the region as the Queen mother of 
Vakitaka King Pravarasena. The stability of the 
Vakataka-Gupta relations was paramount to ensure 
free trade and access to the western India and its ports. 
Bakker writes "After the death of Rudrasena and 
Chandragupta and Govindagupta's elimination, 
Kumaragupta and his sister, the dowager queen of the 
Vakitakas, seized the opportunity to consolidate the 
geo-political triangle, on which their power was based. 
They agreed upon to marry Prabhavati's daughter, 
whose name may have been Atbhavati to th 
younger brother Ghatotkaca, viceroy of Vidi 
(Bakker 2006: 11). But after the death of 
Prabhavatigupta in 443AD, this Naga, Vikitakas, 
Gupta alliance is seen starting to fall apart and 
Ghatotkachagupta attempts to gain control of the 
Gupta throne. By this time Kumaragupta I is quite old, 
having assumed the throne somewhere between 409 - 
415AD. Bakker is of the opinion that Pravarasena 
crossed the Narmada river into Gupta territory in 
Тарші іп 445AD, thus setting the scene for a 
protracted war of succession. Skandagupta seems to 
have been given the charge of uprooting these 
invaders who had raised their serpent heads. 

The Kevala Narasimha "Temple inscription also 
records the death of Ghatotkachagupta, The 
Junagadh rock inscription dated 455, 456 and 457 AD 
records the details of Skandagupta's valor and 
campaign and his victory over the Saka and Naga 
invaders (does not state death of Ghatotkachagupta) 
and the inscription also states that Goddess of wealth 
(Lakshmi) has selected him (Skandagupta) as her 
husband — implying he has divine approval for taking 
the throne. (As evidenced by him issuing the King and 
Lakshmi ‘Type coins which show Lakshmi standing 
next to him on the obverse). From this dated Junagadh 
inscription it is assumed that by this date 
Ghatotkachagupta was dead and the war of succession 
was over. 


In Verse 6 of the undated Bhitan Pillar Inscription 
of Skandagupta, states that after his victory (over his 
uncle Ghatotkacha), is said to have run towards his 
mother, "which made her weep like Devalu after 
Krishna had killed his enemy, namely his uncle - 
Kamsa" (Bhandarkar 1981: 315), alluding to his killing 
Ghatotkachagupta, So to summarize: death of 
Prabhavatigupta: 443 AD; death of 
Ghatotkachagupta: between 443 AD —455 AD. 


Madhyadesa Type Silver Coins 


During this short period when Ghatotkachagupta was 
trying to consolidate power, he issued very litle 
coinage. Only two gold coins with his name arc 
known, and one solitary silver coin. A date GE 
134(453AD) is faintly visible on obverse in front of the 
bust, Legend on reverse... (0ayati Ghatot(k) 
achaguptoyam pi... 

CATALOGUE 


3619. AR, 2.34g, 14mm 


Gupta Dynasty 603 
The circular legend is Viitdvaniravanipatilh]iri- 
Budbagupto dira jayati - 'Budhagupta, who has 
conquered the earth, wins heaven? 
CATALOGUE 


3620. AR, 2.48gm, 14mm. 


Date GEI75 = 494AD, 

(British Museum 1902,1203.4, Photo courtesy $. 
Kumar, TOTGE pe. 374) 

Based on a new reading of this coin by Alex 
Fishman & Todd, it has been suggested that 
the terminal date for Budhagupta is 165 GE. 
which translates to last date of 484 CE. 


King Biruda 
seme | BURGE иу: 
pun petiere 
mas fx u: {a 
к te 
(Private Collection, JONS 232) anem | 2599: Bd: ni 
Eo prm 
кчө» | Wu | Berfa; 
BUDHAGUPTA iae | 2 
(ca. 475/6 - 494AD) stanton | SYSUY: |1725: Ау: 
SA Shandoguptab | fri Kromádityoh & Vhremadhyoy 
Madhyadesa Type Silver Coins T wr 
‘These silver coins аге very similar in design to the coins — 
of same type issued by Kumaragupta | and we | Hoong Baye: 
Skandagupta. E) wwe 


The term Madhyadeéa refers to the middle 
country, the region around the Ganges valley in ancient 
India and the coin finds of these type are mostly always 
concentrated within this area. 

‘Approximately 15 coins of this type are recorded 
and mostly all of them have been found within the 
Gupta Hot Zone 2 around Varanasi and Sarnath, UP. 

On the obverse, the King’s bust is facing to right. 
He is shown with a prominent neck design. All of 
these silver coins have a Gupta Era date written 
vertically in Brahmi numerals to the right of the nose, 
however on some coins it is off the flan. On the 
reverse, a fan tailed peacock is shown facing to the left. 


Post-Gupta Coinage A 


THE MAITRAKAS OF 
VALABHI (SAUR ASHTRA) 
(END 5th-8th CENTURY CE) 


Conflicts with the Hun invaders durin, 


! ig Skandagupta's 
reign undermined Gupta authority. In the western part 


of their realm the Guptas lost control of Saurāshtra 
andattheendof the 5th century CE the local Maitraka 
kings ruled their kingdom with its center at Valabhi 
independently. 

At this time minor kings continued Gupta rule in 
Malwa after Skandagupta for some time. But in the 
carly 6th century the Hun *Toramana seized power in 
Malwa as evidenced by an Eran inscription; it had been 
engraved by the same person who already had left an 
inscription for Budhagupta, the last Gupta king of 
Malwa (M. Mitchiner, 1978: 597), 

The kingdom of Valabhi was now firmly 
established in Saurishtra and was not touched by the 
Hun occupation of Malwa. Land grants were an 
important part of the fcudatory system of that time 
and they were quite often meticulously recorded. It is 
from these inscriptions that many details about 
dynastic successions of those carly medieval times 
have been saved. Such inscriptions have shown that 
the Maitraka kings of Valabhi continued their rule in 
Saurashtra until the second part of the 8th century CE; 
at this time their rule was stopped by Arab invaders. 

One of the inscriptions informs that the Maitraka 
kings assumed the higher title талап at the beginning 
of the 6th century CE under Dronasimha, son of 
Dharasena 1 (M.Mitchiner 1979:47). 

The coin type conventionally attributed to the 
Maitrakas is a silver drachm with Kshatrapa styled bust 
on obverse and legend around trident on reverse. In a 
forthcoming publication Alex Fishman attributes 
these coins to Madasena, son of the last Kshatrapa 
king Rudrasimha Ш. Madasena issued the trident type 
drachms in Kathiawar and he also issued certain 
"Bombay fabric’ drachms from the Mumbai region and 
both coin types bear his name. Fishman is the first to 
distinguish a number of different legends on the 
trident type drachms reflecting Madasena's rise from a 
vassal to an indpendent king The most frequent type 
according to Fishman is ‘rajiio-mahdksatrapa- 
paramadaivyabbaktasa-madasena-iri-éarvva-bbattarakasa’ 
showing Madasena to have been a staunch devotee of 
Siva. 

Several small dynasties ruled Gujarat in early 
medieval times and the trident coins inspired many 
coins of that region. 
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Gupta predominance over Saurishtra 


To judge from a Jünšgadh inscription, engraved in 
457/8, Saurishtra was under Gupta control with the 
local kings of Saurashtra obviously being feudatories 
to the Gupta overlords. This was the time when some 
extremely rare silver drachms were issu 
inscribed in the name of Kumaragupta (414 
but have the Jocal Valabhi emblem, the triden 
reverse (Senior, 2001: type I5). 


CATALOGUE 


hey аге 


3621. AR drachm, Kumaragupta, 1.53g 


Obv: King's bust to right 

Rev: Trident, Brahmi biagasta-mahindpadbinaja 
dri Kumaragnpta-muhendráditya 
(Courtesy RC Senior, 2001, I:5.1D) 


000000. 


Madasena's Trident type 
Drachms (Saurashtra) 


As shown above Alex Fishman convincingly 
reattributes these coins to Madasena who started his 
reign, which lasted about 30 years, in с 
the death of his father Rudrasim 11, the last 
Kshatrapa king Fishman identifies six different 
legends within the series. Illustrated below are only 
specimens with the most frequently scen legend 'лајйо- 
mahiksatrapa-paramadaityabhaktasa-madasena-iri-sarvea- 
bhattarakasa’, 


CATALOGUE 
3622. AR, drachm, 1.76g, 14mm. 


ic. after. 


Obv: Ksatrapa styled bust to right 

Rev: Trident with straight prongs; Brihmi legend 
rajito-mahaksatrapa-paramadairyabhaktasa- 
madasena-fri-farvva-bhattarakasa 
(MACI 4885) 
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3623. AR, 1.86g, 14mm 


Obv: Ksatrapa styled bust to right 
Rev: Trident with curved prongs and short handle, 
same legend 
(MACW 4887) 


3624. AR debased, 1.79g, 12mm 


Obv: Ksatrapa styled bust to right 
Rev: Trident and legend 
(MACW 4892) 


3625. BILLON, 1.93g, 10mm 


Obv: Ksatrapa styled bust to right 
Rev: Trident and legend 
(MACW 4897) 


SAURASHTRAN AND 
SASANIAN INSPIRED 
SMALL SILVER COINS OF 
SINDH (c. 600-700 CE) 


‘These coins occur with two different reverse types, 
either a version of the Sasanian ‘fire-altar with 
attendants’ or a trident type with a Brihmi legend 
around, The first study of this series was provided by 
the author (Pieper, 2004B). The 'portrait/ fire-altar’ 
series was completely unknown before and only one 
specimen of the 'portrait/ trident’ series, reportedly 
from Swat, had previously been published by Robert 
Туе (1996). The tentative reading on that specimen as 
raja йт thajigbra could be corrected when Harry Falk 
(Pieper 2004B) identified the legend from several 
specimens of the same type as #7 уа#дййда. Apart from 


© iner had published four apparently related 
разред бот Swat which also show а Bršhmi 
legend around a trident. The other side of these tiny 
coins with a weight of 0.3-0.4g was described as blank 
by Mitchiner; he read their legend as ér-ravina with the 
additional Brahmi letters gu-/aeither side of the trident, 

When it comes to a chronological attribution of 
the whole series it would be most desirable if the 
legend /mjeíódiys could tell us something, The 
honorific title g seems to have been introduced into 
Indian coinages during the Gupta period with its first 
use on coins of the mid 4th century CE. Yasaditya may 
be taken asa personal name oras an epithet. According 
to Falk the Sanskrit word means 'sun of the glory’, 
Names ending on dipa are known for a good number 
of Hindu kings of Gupta and post-Gupta times and 
also for Hun rulers such as Narendraditya, 
Prakaéaditya and Udayaditya, Unfortunately however 
Yasiditya is completely unknown and does not appear 
on any other coin or in genealogical lists or other texts. 
The same applies to the name srzpracandendra on 
another type of the same series. The first reading of 
this name was proposed as pracatunde by Pankaj 
Tandon (2008) amended to pracandendra by Shailendra 
Bhandare (P.Tandon, 2008A). 

The iconography of the coin series makes it 
probable to assume the first date of these coins not 
before the late 6th century CE, Until the end of the 6th 
century the successors of Toramana ll (c.540-570 CE) 
held larger parts of northern Pakistan but even after 
the fragmentation of the Hun empire small Hun 
principalities continued to exist in India. 1 think the 
issuers of these small silver coins have to be sought 
among them or at least they can be assumed to have 
belonged to a community ethnically defined by a 
mixture of local and Hun elements, Tye proposed a 
dating for these coins based on their metrology to the 
second part of the 8th century, immediately before the 
revised date of the three thick dot’ small silver types of 
the Punjab. I think a dating to the late 6th/carly 7th 
century CE would also not contradict the time-frame 
of the circulation of the small silver types of north- 
western and western central India, 

Based on the alleged provenance of these coins the 
author (Pieper 2004B) initially regarded them as 
originating from northern Pakistan, although the main 
typological features and the circulation of 
metrologically related coin types rather indicates a 
more southern origin. 1 agree with Pankaj Tandon 
(2008: 21) that Sindh is a more appropriate place of 
origin with a typological link to the base gold coins of 
thick modul of the 'Hun portrait/ fire-altar’ type of 
which some arc inscribed with the legend ranadifya satya. 


As Senior (1991A: 3-4 and 1996: 6) has shown 
these base gold coins of thick modul developed from 
eastern Sasanian gold issues, which were struck for 
Sindh under Shápür II in the second part of the 4th 
century, and which were continued under his 
successors. When the Huns attacked the eastern 
Sasanian Empire under the reign of Peroz (459-484 
CE), they occupied the province of Sindh and 
continued the issue of gold coins with a highly reduced 
gold content using smaller and thicker flans. Whereas a 
characteristic typological feature of the Sasanian gold 
coins had been the addition of the Brahmi title fright 
of the king's portrait, this is usually replaced by a solid 
circular object ina circle of dots or by a star-like object 
inacircle of dots although other varietics also exist, 

“The most recent study of the series was done by 
Alex Fishman & lan Todd (2018: 48.88) who 
rescarched these coins in a context with the other small 
silver coins (dammas) of early medieval India. Their 
analysis of the different findspots supports the 
northern Sindh origin of these coins and for the first 
time possible issuers were proposed by the authors: the 
Rajas of Alor which was the capital of the Rai dynasty 
(524-632 CE) and the succeeding Chach dynasty (632- 
712). These were the dominant powers of early 
medieval Sindh and certainly suitable candidates. 
Fishman's metal analysis revealed a very high silver 
content of 94-95% for the concerned coins, a result 
achievable only with well organised, advanced minting 
technologies. 

The Rajas of Chach ruled until the Arab conquest 
of Sindh in 712/13. A most interesting transitional 
type marks the end of the trident series: it shows a sun- 
face on obverse and trident with Brahmi 55 together 
with a corrupt Arabic legend on reverse. Fishman & 
‘Todd interpret this type as reflecting the political story 
of Jayasimha, last Chach ruler, who in the face of the 
Arab invasion converted to Islam to secure his 
position. 

On metrological and typological grounds the 
authors place the altar type coins at the start of the 
series attributing them together with some of the base 
gold coins to the Rai Rajas of Alor ; the typological 
change to the trident coins would then be easily 
explainable by the dynastic change from the Rai to the 
Chach rulers of Alor. Two new names on the silver 
series are reported by Fishman & Todd : Sri Harsharuka 
on an altar type specimen and Sri Ranendra on a trident 
type. While the reading of the first name is uncertain, 
the second one is clear beyond doubt. The name on 
another inscribed altar pe coin which earlier had 
been tentatively read as Sri Bhima (Pieper 2013, coin 
943) is now proposed as Śri Bharharsha based on some 
more specimens which have come to light recently 
(Fishman 2018:69). 
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Śri Bharharsha 
Inscribed Fire-altar Type 
CATALOGUE 
3626. AR, 0.70g, 11mm 


Obv: Bust right, Brahmi legend йт bharbarsha 
Rev: Fire-altar flanked by seated attendants 
Reading courtesy Alex Fishman 


Anepigraphic 
CATALOGUE 
3627. AR, 0.79g, 13mm 


Обе» 


Obv: Bust right 
Rev: Fire-altar flanked by seated attendants 


~----0000000--- 


Sri Pracandendra 


The first reading of this name was proposed as 
pracatunde by Pankaj ‘Tandon (2008) amended to 
pracandendra by Shailendra Bhandare (P'Tandon, 
2008A). Like on the Yasáditya coins the honorific title 
is placed above the trident in a horizontal position but 
the single characters of the personal name have the 
most unusual arrangement: top right- bottom right- 
topleft-bottom left. 


CATALOGUE 
3628. AR, 0.67g, 1imm 


Obv: Bust right, hair tied with thick hairknot (7) 
Rev: Trident, Brahmi legend r pra-ca-nde-ndra 
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3629, AR, 0.68g, Timm. 


Obv: Bust right, bonnet-like headgear 
Rev: Trident, Brihmi legend sn pracandendra 


--0000000----------- 


Sri Ranendra 


Trident type specimens in the name of this ruler were 
only recently discovered by Alex Fishman, Together 
with the other trident types of Pracapdendra and 
iditya Fishman attributed the Ranendra coins to 
the Chach rulers of Alor. 


CATALOGUE 
3630. AR, 0.48g, 12mm 


90. 


Obs: Bust right 
Rev: Trident, Brahmi legend jr ranendra 
(Photo and drawing courtesy Alex Fishman) 


—————0000000- 
Sri Yasaditya 

The coins of Sri Yasiiditya arc the most commonly 

encountered specimens within the series and occur in a 


number of different varieties concerning the shape of 
the crown and the arrangement of the legend. 


Solid Crown Type 
CATALOGUE 
3631. AR, 0.96g, 12mm 


Obv: Bust right in solid globular crown 
Rev: Trident, Brahmi legend iz забі уа starting 
above the trident anti-clockwise 


Open Rectangular Turreted Crown Type 
CATALOGUE 
3632. AR, 0.87g, 11mm 


Obv: Bust right in turreted crown, dots inside 
Rey: Trident, Brahmi legend ó yatéditya 


Crescented Crown Type 
CATALOGUE 
3633. AR, 0.90g, 12mm 


Obv: Bust right in crescented crown 
Rev: Trident, Brihmi legend sr уайдайуа anti 
clockwise 


Crown with One Dot Type 
CATALOGUE 
3634. AR, 0.92g, Timm 


Obv: Bust right, crown with one dot 
Rev: Trident, Brahmi legend iri забіу 


Crown with Four Dots Type 
CATALOGUE 

3635. AR, 0.86g, 12mm 

Obv: Bust right, crown with four dots 
Rev: Trident, Bršhmi legend jr yañádiya 


Crown with Five Dots Type 
CATALOGUE 
3636. AR, 0.60g, 12mm 


Obv: Bust right, crown with five dots 
Rev: Trident, Brahmi legend jr yasiditya 


Crown with Six Dots Type 
CATALOGUE 
3637. AR, 0.66g, 12mm 


Obv: Bust right, crown with six dots 
Rey: Trident, Brahmi legend jr уабдййуа anti- 
clockwise 


Swastika Type 
CATALOGUE 
3638. AR, 0.80g, 11mm 


Obv: Bust right in dotted crow: 
Rev: Trident, Brahmi legend 


Bust Facing Left Type 
CATALOGUE 
3639. AR, 0.54g, 10mm 


Obv: Bust left, dotted crown 
Rev: Trident, Brahmi legend iri зайлда 


-—————0000000-—-—-——- 


Post-gupta Coinages 609 
Śri Ranavigraha 


Mitchiner published the first specimen of this type 
(МАСМ 5107) together with a related type of the same 
ruler which replaces the trident by a seated bull 
(MACW 5108); the bull on these coins is crudely 
depicted as a three or four dots figure with an attached 
crescent. Findspots of the common bull type are 
south-western Punjab regions. In contrast the trident 
type is much rarer and apart from  Mitchiner's 
specimen no further coins had been published. Only 
recently Fishman & Todd (2018: 57) reported a clay jar 
hoard of Ranavigraha trident type coins from 
Bhakkar/Punjab, ca. 160 km north of Multan, On 
aver: hter and of worse style than 
the Yasiditya coins; Fishman & Todd placed them at 
the end of the damma trident series which they regard 
asissues of the Chachs of Alor dynasty with Jayasimha 
after 712 CE as last ruler. In the face of the Arab 
conquest Jayasimha was in Punjab exile from 712-715. 
Fishman thinks this might have been the period when 
these coins were struck. 


these coins are li 


Trident Type 
CATALOGUE 
3640. AR, 0.52g, 8mm 


Obv: Crowned bust to right 
Rev: Trident, Brahmi legend jr ranarigraba. 


miu au 

(Fishman Y11.3/ photo courtesy Alex Fishman) 
Seated Bull Type 
CATALOGUE 


3641. AR, 0.34g, 8mm 


Obv: Crude bust 
= Stylised seated bull, legend йз nanavigraba 
(Fishman Y13/ photo courtesy Alex Fishman) 


————0000000-———— 
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Post-Yasaditya Type (Early 
Arab Invasion of Sindh) 


‘The Rajas of Chach ruled until the Arab conquest of 
Sindh in 712/13. A most interesting transitional type 
with a sun-face on obverse and trident with Brihmi Sri 
together with a corrupt Arabic legend on reverse 
marks the end of the trident series. Fishman & Todd 
(2018 : 86-87) interpret this type as reflecting the 
political story of Jayasimha, last Chach ruler, who in 
the face of the Arab invasion converted to Islam to 
secure his position. 


CATALOGUE 
3642. AR, 0.49g, 12mm 


Obv: Frontally facing bust, Brahmi Ya on left 

Rev: Trident, Brühmi л, corrupt Arabic legend 
(Courtesy Album auction 3042305 facing bust seen 
as a sun-face above clouds by Fishman) 


TRIDENT COPPER 
TYPES FROM GUJARAT 
(8th-9th CENTURY CE) 


The Saurashtran 'bust/trident! coins inspired many 
small copper coins of medieval Gujarat. These coins 
and their legends have not been studied adequately and 
justa sample is illustrated here. Small Rajput dynasties, 
Gurjaras of Bharuch, Saindhavas or feudatories of 
Maitrakas and Chalukyas may be named as possible 
issuers. The 8th/9th century Saindhavas for example 
Qayadrathas) had a fish as their emblem and some of 
the fish types had possibly been minted by them. 


Facing Bust Type 
CATALOGUE 
3643. AE, 1.65g, 14mm 


Rev: Trident and uncertain legend 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuvadiya) 


Obv: As 3643 
Rev: Trident and un 


ertain legend 
Nair) 


CATALOGUE 
3645. AE, 6.36g 


Obv: Fish 
Rev: Trident and uncertain legend 
(Courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


Obv: Fish in dotted border 
Rev: ‘Trident and legend Śri Nitya (2) 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 298131) 


3647. AE, 2.72g 


Obv: Fish to right, legend Sri Nipa above 
Rev: Indistinct 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 76894) 


3648. AE, 121g 


әв 


Obv: Fish in circle 
Rev: Brahmi legend sr ryazgbru (7) 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 13888) 


CATALOGUE 
3649. AE, 1.02g 
Obv: Boar 


: Trident and uncertain legend 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuvadiya) 


-————————--0000000........... 


Gandharva Type 
CATALOGUE 
3650, AE, 1.05g 


Obv: Dancing or flying anthropomorphic figure 
(Garuda? Gandharva?), circular border 

Rev: Trident, retrograde legend Sri Vitala (raja?) 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinjuvadiya) 


0000090 
Lion Type 

CATALOGUE 

3651. AE, 1.13g, 11x10mm 


ae 
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Obv: Lion right 

Rev: Trident, legend part ави Possibly an issue of 
king Kakknka, 9h century СТ 
lend read by Shailendra Bhandare. 


GUPTA INSPIRED GUJARAT 
FIRE-ALTAR TYPES 
(6th-7th CENTURY CE) 


Elephant Rider Type 


The elephant rider type cludes a proper attribution. 
The provenance is unknown but the fire-altar suggests 
Sasanian influence as seen on many coin types from 
Sindh or Gujarat. The clephantrider betrays Gupta 
influence with the same scene depicted on 
Kumaragupta's gold coins. 

The fire-altar copper coins with different obverse 
types may origin from Gujarat and can be dated to 
post-Skandagupta period. 


CATALOGUE 
3652. AR, 2.97g 


Obv: King riding an elephant with attendant siting 
behind him holding the roy: 

Rev: Fire-altar with attendants 
(Courtesy Daulal Jobri) 


3653. AR, 3.58g 


Obv: King riding an clephant with attendant sitting 
behind him holding the royal parasol 

Rev: Fire-altar with attendants 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 8218127) 


-0000000----——— 
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Elephant Type 
CATALOGUE 
3634. LEAD, 1.498 


Obs: Elephant to left 
Rev: Fire-altar 
(Courtesy Prakash Jinja 


a] frome Saurashtra) 
—— ooo 


Standing Human Type 
CATALOGUE 
3655. AE, 0.91g, mm 


Obs: Standing human figure 
Rev: Fire-altar 


GUPTA INSPIRED 
GARUDA COPPER TYPES 
FROM GUJARAT 
(6th-8th CENTURY CE) 


Several small dynasties ruled Gujarat in early medieval 
times and more than others the Gupta ‘bust/garuda’ 
and the Saurashtra 'bust/trident' type inspired many 
coins of the region. Just a few of these coins are 
illustrated here. Precise attributions to the many small 
dynasties that ruled Gujarat during this period is 
mostly impossible. Gupta influence is particularly 
reflected in some Garuda type coins depicting the bird 
in seated or running position. In some cases a seated 
deity may have intended but claws and elongated 
earlobes mostly suggest a Garuda. 

Some lead coins, which are listed further below, are 
attributed to the Gurjaras of Bharuch, who ruled over 
southern Gujarat from about 580 to the first part of 
the 8th century. Apart from such lead coins some of 
the here illustrated copper coins might also have been 
struck by them. 


Bust/Garuda Type 


CATALOGUE 
3656. AE, 2.19g 


Bearded bust to right 
aruda, traces of legend around 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 211631) 


-0000000-- 


Bust/Bird- srr vilaya Type 
CATALOGUE 
3657. AE, 1.2g, Imm 


Bearded bust to right 
: Bird in square incuse to right, Brahmi legend 
dri паза clockwise starting at 10 o'clock 
(Courtesy Sanjeev Kumar] the legend has heen 
identified by S.Bhandare and P-Kulkarni) 


-—-000000‹ 


Elephant/Bird 
Srî Vilaya Type 
CATALOGUE 
3658. AE, 3.05g, 14x12mm 


eG 


lephant to right, dotted border 

Bird right in dotted square, Brhmi legend ó 
(rida)-ya clockwise starting at 10 o'clock 
(Courtesy Mobit J 


-—--—--——0000000-.. 


Bust/Seated Garuda Type 
CATALOGUE 


3659. AE, 0.92g 


Obv: Bust to left, dotted border 
Rev: Seated Garuda 


(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 
3660. AE, 0.97g 


Obv: Bust to left, dotted border 
Rev: Seated Garuda 


(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 23872) 
3661. AE, 1.57g, 11mm 


Obv: Simplified bust to left 
Rev: Seated Garuda 


-0000000----------- 


Seated Garuda/ 
Seated Garuda Type 
CATALOGUE 
3662. AE, 1.98g 


Obv: Seated Garuda with claws and elongated 
earlobes 


Rev: Seated Garuda as on obverse 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 38838) 


———— 0000000 
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Seated Garuda/Kalaga Type 
CATALOGUE 
3663. AE, 1.19g 


aruda with claws and large earlobs 
ise of plenty (kalasa) 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 328118) 


3664. AE, 2.68g 


Obv: Seated human figure, circular border 
Rev: Кааба, Brihmi legend sa- sr 
(Courtesy Kohinoor auction 1844) 


0000000... 


Running Garda/ 
Seated Garuda Type 
CATALOGUE 


Garuda running to right, dotted border 

: Seated Garuda, Brahmi legend 
‘mabarajadbiraja-éridbaravarmab 

Sbridbara Varma is known from bis inscriptions at 

Eran and Kanakhera in Central India where be is 

described as being of 'Sbaka' race. 


(Courtesy Akshay Jain) reading thanks to 
S.Bhandare) 
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DIVERSE OTHER POST- 
GUPTA TYPES 


Bust/Conch Type 


CATALOGUE 
3666. AE 


во 


Obv: Frontally facing bust, dotted border 
Rev: Conch shell, dotted border 
(Courtesy Vishal Jain) 


-----0000000----------- 


Kalasa/ Sri Yanavaraha 
Legend Type 
CATALOGUE 
3667. AE, 1.75g 


Obv: Kalaga on lotus - 
Rev: Two line legend Sri Yana/varaba 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 77850) 


Seated Human/Lotus Type 


CATALOGUE 
3668. AE, 2.31g, 13x10mm 


$8 


Obv: Seated human figure in circle, dotted border 
Rev: Lotus in circle, dotted border 
(Courtesy Imperial auction 118152) 


.0000000.— 


Bust/Thunderbolt Type 


CATALOGUE 
3669. AE, 1.0g 


Obv: Crude bust? 
Rev: Thunderbolt, dotted border 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 24630) 


——0000000— 


Boar Type 


CATALOGUE 
3670. AE, 1.50g 


Obv: Boar to left in circle, dotted border 
Rev: Uncertain device in circle, dotted border 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 32# 


3671. AE, 0.93g 


Boar standing right 
: Uncertain legend 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 35885) 


Retrospectant Lion Type 
CATALOGUE 
3672. AE, 1.46g 


Obs: Retrospectant bon to right, 
Rev: Retrospectant lion to 
dotted border 

(Courtesy Chs 


3673. AE, 6.72g 


ned onder 
ht ooking back, 


alley 424119) 


Obv: Rete 


Rew: Floral d 


CHALUKYA 
FEUDATORIES OF 


SOUTHERN GUJARAT 
(7th CENTURY CE) 


Mangalarass wh 


Javastava iy the binata 


opper plates from «os 
нама. Mangalarasa 


Javasraya governed southern Gujarat as Chaluky 
feudatory of the “th cenn 
were issued hy rules 
Anangasraya and Sauryyabhara 


aya 


3674. AE, 222g, mm 


Ob: Hephant m пуй, dotted bender 
Rev Brihmiloscnd Vn fs 
erescentalene 


(awa oet l amas) 


fra a, lotus btn, 


3675. AE, 1.77g 


E 


Postgupta Conages 615 


Ом: The animal here looks more like a boar 
Rev: bmi legend бе Japa 06234) 
(Coarten Ganesh Хат) 
— юю. 


Sauryyabhara 
CATALOGUE 


3876. 


Obv: Elephant to left, dotted border 

Rev. Brahmi legend (Sn) Хазрат lotus below, 
crescent above 
(Reading thanks to Harry Valk рве соаг 
ИУ 


——0000090— 


Anangasraya 
CATALOGUE 
3077. AE, 0.78g 


T 


Isha asss АВТО cr mtd тай 


[rM 


-— 0000000... 


Uncertain ruler 
CATALOG 
зк А 


Mg mm 
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THE KALACHURIS 


Hun rulers followed the last Gupta kings of Malwa but 
the Malwa reign of Toramána 1 (c.475-515 CE) and 
Mihirakula ( 30 CE) was only short-lived; it was 
confined to the first part of the 6th century CE. 
Somewhat before his death in 530 CE Mihirakula 
seems to have suffered a series of heavy defeats. He 
was forced to withdraw from Malwa and from the 
Ganges valley by such Indian kings as Narasimhagupta 
Bilidita and Visnuvardana, who according to 
inscriptions accepted the overlordship of the Hindu 
king Yagodarman, Yasodarman appears to have been 
the powerful king of the Aulikara dynasty of Malwa at 
the early 6th century CE. As suggested by inscriptional 
evidence he undertook a series of invasions into the 
Ganges valley, After his reign Malwa saw the rise of 
new dynasties, the dominant being the Gurjuras and 
the Kalachuris. 

The Kalachuris flourished during the 6th century 
but already at the beginning of the 7th century their 
power was greatly reduced. The most important 
Kalachuri kings were Krsnarija ( 550-575 CE), the 
second king of the line, and his son Sarikaragana. 
Ruling from Mahismati the Kalachuris made extensive 
conquests in western central India, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. Among these 
conquests was also the northern Korikan, the coastal 
region of north-western Deccan south of the 
Narmada, which according to inscriptional evidence 
was taken away from the Traikütakas. At the early 7th 
century CE the Kalachuri possessions south of the 
Narmada were all lost to the Chalukyas. The 
Kalachuri-Traikütaka conflict is one of the reasons for 
the conventional attribution of the Traikütaka silver 
drachms close to the time of the Kalachuris. However, 
as discussed above, these Traikütaka silver coins are 
probably much earlier. The Traikitakas, who are 
mentioned in inscriptions as contemporaries of the 
Kalachuris, rather belonged to a later branch of that 
family. 


Krsnarája 
Silver Drachms 


The 'Krspanija-ripaka' coin, introduced by Krsnarija as 
an imitation of Skandagupta's bull type silver drachm, 
was continued by his successors and circulated from 
Rajputana in the north to Maharashtra in the south and 
from Korikan in the west to Vidarbha in the east. The 
obverse design of these silver drachms depicts a 
Ksatrapa-Gupta styled portrait to right on obverse and 
а bull resting to right with a circular Brahmi legend 
around on reverse mentioning the king asa worshipper 


of god Siva: parama-mabeivara-métapi b 
Arisnaréja. The popularity and longevity of this coin 
typeis suggested by the mentioning of such Kysnaranija 
-nipakas about 150 years after Krsnaraja's time in the 
Anjaneri plates of Bhogasakti (E.1.xxy, p.232). 


CATALOGUE 


13mm 
TT 


Obv: Ksatrapa-Gupta styled bust of king to right 

Rev: Bull resting to right, Brahmi legend parama- 
 mábesrara-mátapitr pádanudhyáta-fri-krisparaja. 
(MACW 5082) 


3680. AR, 2.10g, 13mm_ 


Obv: Ksatrapa-Gupta styled bust of king to right 
Rev. Bull resting to right, different legend part 
(Courtesy Robert Tye) 


3681. AR, 2.12g, 12mm 


Obv: Ksatrapa-Gupta styled bust of king to right 
Rev: Same legend but without legend part -raja 
(Courtesy Pankaj Tandon coinindia.com) 


3682. AR, 1.81g, 13mm 


т; 

Obv: Ksatrapa-Gupta styled bust of king to right 

Rev: Bull right, nearly complete legend around 
(Courtesy Imperial auction 118142) 


Potin Drachms 


‘The type was unpublished until recently offered in a 
public auction (Todywalla auction 93, coin 51). Legend 
and design differ from Krsgarija's silver drachms in 
that a trident is placed above the back of the seated 
bull; the reading of the legend is not unambiguous but 
appears to be Rajddhiraja-Krishnaraja, 


CATALOGUE 
3683. POTIN, 3.74g 


Obv: Kşatrapa-Gupta styled bust of king to right 

Rev: Bull resting to right, trident above, Brahmi 
legend Räjädhiräja- Kris 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 93851) 


--0000000----------- 


No Inscribed Coins of 
Sankaragana 


No coins in the name of Šañkaragana (c.575-600 CE), 
Kysnarija's son, are known. Mitchiner's (1979: 51) 
attribution of some small silver coins to Šañkaragana 
was based on a tentative interpretation of the legends. 
‘The turning up of better specimens showed that the 
reverse legend of the alleged Ѕайкагарапа type is in 
fact jr gunatunga, the title of 8th/9th century 
Rüshtraküta kings (5.Вһапдаге 2015: 184-5). See 
below for further Rashtrakuta types. 


Kalachuri Copper Types 


In general the resting bull motif has been a 
characteristic coin design of the Kalachuris as is also 
evidenced by their copper coins. The legend of the 
silver coins and the preference for the bull motif point 
to the Saivite leanings of the dynasty. Copper coins 
incribed in the name of Krsnarija were first reported 
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by S. Gokhale (1976: 89-91) from Elephanta, an island 
offshore Bombay, which is famous for its Š 
Later more such copper coins from 
including some new varices were brought to notice by 
DRajgorand R. Lad (199: . 

Still somewhat later S.J. Mangalam (1997A: 70) 
published further copper coins of Krsnarája which 
had been collected from the river bed at Prakishe, 
Dhule district, in Maharashtra, Such findspots are 
within Krsparija's mainland territories thus disproving, 
Ghokale's theory that these copper types had been 
issued exclusively for use on the island of Elephanta 
“to distribute the daily wages of craftsmen employed 
at the Elephanta excavation which was started under 
his patron: Mangalam's copper coins show the 
bull resting to right on obverse combined with 
different reverse varieties: horizontally arranged 
Brahmi legend én-Arsnarardja above an angular three- 
peaked hill; the same legend above thrce piles of dots; 
the Brahmi legend in a circular arrangement; seated 
Laksmi with a circular legend around. 

Copper coins with seated bull obverse and lotus 
flower reverse are similar to the Kalachuri types and 
either anepigraphic issues of that dynasty or 
typologically inspired post-Kalachuri coins. The same 
applies to some small coppers with a seated bull on 
obverse and an elephant on reverse and to some 
bull/trident coins. 


Inscribed Krignaraja types 
Seated Bull/Legend Type 
CATALOGUE 
3684. AE, 1.0g, 11mm 


CIL 


Bull resting to right, dotted border 

: Brihmi legend /ri-erirrarija, three-peaked hill 
below, dotted border 
(Rajgorclad 199286; S.J. Mangalam 199786) 


3685. AE, 1.08g 


ol 
Re 


Obv: Resting bull without decorative chain 
Rev: Legend sr-krisnanija above three hills 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 3484) 
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3686. AE, 1.10g, 12mm 


Obv: Bull right, triskelis-like device above 

Rev: Brahmi sn-driquanija above three-peaked hill, 
dotted border 
(Mangalam 3b/ courtesy Pankaj Tandon 
cvinindia.com) 


3687. AE, 0.20g 


906 


Obv: Bull seated to right 
Rev: Legend (in)-Erisparija above three hills 
(Courtesy Vishal Jain) 


3688, AE, 1.18g 


Obv: Bull seated right, dotted border 

Rev: Legend srivkrisnanija above three hills made of 
three piles of dots, dotted border 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 13487) 


3689. AE, 0.49g 


: Bull resting right, parasol above, dotted border 
Legend #т-Ёлунапфа above three piles of dots 
representing three hills, dotted border 
(S.J Маңдай 1997A#8-9; courtesy Todywalla 
auction 918102) 


3690. AE, 0.73g, 10mm 


Bull resting to right, dotted border 
Legend ...fre-krisnardja, circular arrangement 
(S.J. Mangalam 1997A#4-5) 


3691. AE, 0.79g, 11mm 


Obv: Bull seated right, dotted border 
Rev: Brahmi legend ér-krisnandja parama тайейата 
around pile of dots 
(Mangalam 2/ courtesy Pankaj Tandon, 
coinindia.com) 


3692. AE, 0.72g, 13mm 


Obv: Bull seated right, dotted border 

Rev: Brihmi legend sr-krisnanija parama máleftara. 
around three dots 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 17849) 


Seated Bull/Seated Laksmi Type 
CATALOGUE 
3693. AE, 0.89g, 10mm 


CI T 


Obv: Bull resting to right, dotted border 
Rev: Laksmi seated on lotus, distorted legend 
(S.J.Mangalam 1997,А# 10-11) 


Seated Bull /Conch Type 
CATALOGUE 
3694. AE, 1.28g, 12mm 


Obv: Bull seated right, dotted border 
Rev: Stylised conch, parts of legend 
(Courtesy Pankaj Tandon, coinindia.com) 


Seated Bull/Peacock Type 
CATALOGUE 


Peacock to right, dotted border 

= Bull resting right, simplified Brahmi legend jr- 
krisnaräja 

(Courtesy Purushottam Bhargave) 


Anepigraphic Kalachuri 
Inspired Types 


Seated Bull/Lotus Type 
CATALOGUE 
3696. АЕ, 2.15g, 15mm 


Obv: Bull resting to right, dotted border 
Rev: Lotus flower, dotted border 


3697. AE, 1.55g, 15mm 


Obv: Bull resting to left, dotted border 
Rev. Lotus flower 
(Courtesy Marudbar e-auction 261214) 


Seated Bull/Elephant Type 
CATALOGUE 
3698, AE 


Qus 


Obv: Bull resting to right, dotted border 
Rev: Elephant to right 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh found in Kalachuri coin lol) 
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3699. AE, 1.11g, 12x9mm 


Obv: Bull resting to right 
Rev. Elephant to right 


Seated bull/ Vajra Type 
CATALOGUE 
3700. AE, 2.07g 


---0000000-- 


Kalachuri Lead Coins 


Stray finds of inscribed Krişqarîja coins with inscribed 
and anepigraphic lead coins were reported by Rajgor & 
Lad from the island of Elephanta; according to Rajgor 
and Lad some of the Krisnarija coins were made of 
lead. 


CATALOGUE 
3701. LEAD, 0.5g, 7mm 


C 


Obv: Bull resting to right 
Rev: Threc-peaked hill, legend Krisuani(ia) 
(Rajgor c Lad, 1992, na, 11) 


3702. LEAD, 0.65g, 9mm 


OS 


Obv: Bull resting to right 
Rev: Legend around three-peaked hill 
(mujer € Lad, 1992, no. 12) 
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MAUKHARIS 
OF KANAUJ 


“Taking advantage of the confused period after the Hun 
invasion, the Maukharis of Капаш} in western Uttar 
Pradesh, probably former governors of the Guptas in 
the Kanauj region, seized power in the middle Ganges 
valley under their king Išñnavarman at about 535 CE. 

avarman's attempt to include Magadha into his 
Im failed. Effective control over Magadha seems to 
hav d only by his son and successor 
Sarvavarman BP. Sinha, 1977: 115). Sarvavarman was 
followed by his son Avantivarman who was succeeded 
by his eldest son Grahavarman. The Maukhari line 
ended with the death of Grahavarman, who is not 
known to have issued any coins. 

Maukhari silver drachms are inscribed in the 
names of avarman, Sarvavarman and 
Avantivarman (Mitchiner, 1978: 613, nos. 4929-4931) 
and they closely follow the Gupta 'fan-tailed Garuda’ 
type with a circular legend running around the 
centrally placed Garuda. Contrary to the Gupta coins 
the portrait of the Maukhari king is facing to left and a 
characteristic crescent is attached on the back part of 
the king's head. 


Isanavarman 
(c. 535-553 CE) 
CATALOGUE 


Obv: King's bust left, legend part left 
Rev: Fan-tailed Garuda to left, Brahmi starting 12° 
sjitavinnir-avanapati-ii-Sanavama-divam-jayati 


(MACW 4929 bust to right variety is also known) 
3704. AR drachm, 2.17g 


Obv: King's bust left 
Rev: Fan-tailed Garuda right, Brahmi legend 


vijitavinnir-avanapati-ire-Sanavama-divam-jayati 
(Courtesy seen in trade) 
.0000000.— — 


Sarvavarman 
(c.553-560 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
3705. AR drachm 


Obv: King's bust left И 
Rev: Garuda, Brahmi legend vijitavdnnir-avanapati-tri- 
Sarvavarma-divam-jayati j 
(Photo courtesy Michael Mitchiner, MACW 4931) 


-0000000- 


Avantivarman 
(c.560-580 CE) 


CATALOGUE 


3706. AR drachm, 2.16g, 14mm 
$71) 


Obv: King's bust left, legend part left 

Rev: Garuda, Brahmi legend starting at 12° 
vijitavánir-avanapati-ri-avantivama-divam- jayati 
(The board published by Burn, JRAS 1906, bad 
coins of the Maukbari kings including Avantivarman 
together with those of the Vardbana kings) 


VARDHANAS OF 
THANESAR AND KANAUJ 


In the early 7th century the Maukhari territories were 
overtaken by their north-western neighbours, the 
Vardhanas of Thinesar. Under the famous 
Harsavardhana (c. 606-647 CE) all former Maukhari 
lands were occupied and Kanauj became the new 
center of Harsavardhana's kingdom which was further 
пе by a series of conquests (B.P. Sinha, 1977: 

Harsavardhana finally ruled considerable parts of 
northern India. Serious conflicts with his southern 
rival, the Chalukya king Pulakesin II, are reported, but 
all efforts to achieve control of western central India 


were in the end unsuccessful, With Hargavardhana's 
death his realm began to fragment and literary 
idence suggests that at the carly 8th century Капаш} 
f came under the rule of a king named 
arman. 
xcept for the legends the Vardhana silver 
drachms are exact copies of the Maukhari prototypes. 
The specimens in the name of ўз? а are regarded 
asissues of Harsavardhana who bore the title Siliditya. 
‘Those in the name of fripratipatila have been 
attributed to Prabhükaravardhana, the father of 
Hargavardhana, on account of the title pratdpatila, 


Prabhakara Vardhana 
(c.580-605 CE) 
Title Pratüpasila 
CATALOGUE 
3707. AR drachm, 2.18g, 15mm 


Yaso 


Rev: Garuda, Brihmi legend starting at 12° 
vijtavannir-avanapati-irt pratépatila-divam- jayati 
(МАСІ 4932) 


Harshavardhana 
(c.606-647 CE) 
Title Siladitya 
CATALOGUE 
3708. AR drachm, 2.23g, 14mi 


Obv: King's bust to left 

Rev: Garuda, Brahmi legend starting at 1° 
vijitavinnir-avanapali-sri-Siladitya-divam jayati 
(МАС 4933) 


3709. AR drachm 
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Obv: King's bust to left 
Rev: Garuda, same legend around 
(Courtesy Oswal anction 211120) 


OTHER MADHYADESHA 
SILVER DRACHMS 


A few other post-Gupta 'fan-tailed Garuda! silver 
drachms are closely related to the Maukhari and 
Vardhana issues but they escape а proper 
identification. One was issued by a cei 


ain Bhimasena; 
the other has the title Paramesvaro (=supreme lord) as 
part of its reverse legend and the name Jishnu on 
obverse right of the portrait which latter appears to 
have been the issuer's name, Other issuers of such fan- 
tailed Garuda drachms, whose identity ins 
uncertain at the moment, arc Devagupta (or Jivagupta) 
and Harikanta. 


Bhimasena Type 
CATALOGUE 


3710. AR drachm 
Obv: King's bust to left 
Garuda, Brahmi legend starting at 12° 


jitavinir-avanapati-éri-bhimasena-divam jayati 
(Photo courtesy and reading Shailendra Bhandare) 

3711. AR drachm 

Obv: King's bust to left 

Rev: Garuda, same Brihmi legend around 


(Photo courtesy Noman Nasir) 
0000000. 


622 Ancient Indian Coins 


Parame$vara-Jishnu Type 
CATALOGUE 
3712. AR drachm 


— 
ATED 
y, 


Obv: King's bust to right, legend Jishnu on right 

Rev: Garuda, Brühmi legend starting at 8° 
vijitavanir-aranapati-ri-parametraro-diramjayati 
(Photo courtesy and reading Shailendra Bhandare) 


-Devagupta 
(or Jivagupta) Type 
CATALOGUE 


3713. AR drachm 


Obv: King's bust to left 

Rev: Garuda, Brahmi legend (rijiard)nir-aranapati-iri- 
devagupta-divam-(jayati)/ personal name 6-9 o'clock. 
(Photo courtesy and reading Shailendra Bhandare) 


-----------0000000----------- 
Harikanta Type 


CATALOGUE 
3714. AR drachm 


Obv: King's bust to right. 

Rev: Garuda, Brahmi legend rijianinir-aranapati-fri 
barikanta-divam jayatil personal пате 6-9 o'clock 
(Photo courtesy and reading Shailendra Bhandare) 


THE GUPTAS OF 
MAGADHA AND 
GAUDA 


Following the Hun invasions into the Ganges valley 
Malwa and the resulting decline of the imperial 
number of dynasties had established their 
independent rule. Only the heartland of the Guptas, 
the lower Ganges valley, was still governed by 
Skandagupta's shortlived successor, his brother 
Purugupta, and by Purugupta's son Narasimhagupta 
Baladitya. The history of the late Guptas in Magadha 
and Bengal and the precise dating of such kings as 
pta Dvadasaditya, Kumaragupta П 
Kramaditya, Ghajotkachagupta Kramiditya and 
others is still unclear in many aspects. 6th century 
conflicts between the Guptas of Magadha and the 
Maukharis and Vardhanas are reported. Gold staters, 
mostly simplified versions of the archer type, are the 
characteristic coins of these late Gupta rulers. 

With the rising power of the Gupta branch of 
Gauda (East Bengal) under Šaśānka at the carly 7th 
century CE the importance of the Gupta dynasty of 
Magadha was further reduced until it was completely 
extinguished at the early 8th century. $а$апКа issued 
gold coins of a 5.7g standard in good gold and base 
gold coins of a 9.4g standard. 


Sasanka (c.600-630 CE) 


CATALOGUE 
3715. AV, 5.79g, 22mm 


and 
Guptas a 


Obv: Siva sitting on resting bull holding trident in 
his left, Brihmi letters $r Ja below 

Rev: Laksmi seated on lotus holding bilva fruit 
and lotus, Brühmi legend ri Sasanka vertically 


C 5228/ courtesy Triton auct. 


3716. AV, debased, 9.17g, 21mm 


IN#2144) 


Obv: Siva sitting on resting bull, (Brahmi letters Sri 
Jaya below) 

Rev: Abbiseka-Laksmi 
(MATEC 5224/ courtesy CNG coin 
shopt#755278) 


Kaivartas of Varendra 
(7th Century CE) 
CATALOGUE 
3717. AV, 5.84g, 20mm 


Obv: Standing archer holding bow and arrow; 
standard topped by sankh shell on left 

Rev: Goddess standing right with flowing drape; 
pseudo-characters on right 
(MACW 4923; МАТЕС 5244; courtesy CNG 
auction 1008156) 


Ratas Of Samtata 
(7th Century CE) 
CATALOGUE 
3718. AV, 5.59g, 21mm 


Obv: Similar but cruder design, Brahmi йтіп upper 
left and lower right field 

Rev: Similar but cruder design 
(MACW 4924; MATEC 5277] courtesy CNG 
auction 1008158) 


SARABHAPURIYAS OF 
CHHATTISGARH 


The Sarabhapuriya dynasty ruled lands of the upper 
Mahanadi region in modern Chhattisgarh. It probably 
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came to power after the decline of the Gupta Empire 
following the death of Skandagupta. Mitchiner 
(MATEC, 2004, p.1234) reports a hoard of 

arabhapuriya gold repoussée coins from 2002. The 
findspot was Mallar, Bilaspur district and nearly all of 
the approximately hundred coins inside that hoard 
were of Prasannamitra. Coins in the name of 
Mahendrüditya are much scarcer and only a few 
specimens have appeared on the market in recent 
years. Very rare are specimens with the legend 
Kramaditya: Balchandra Jain (1960) published a hoard 
which had only three Kramaditya together with 
fourtysix Mahendraditiya coins. As Mahendrátiya was 
a biruda of Kumaragupta and Kramaditya a biruda of 
Skandagupta the attribution of the concerned coins to 
these Gupta kings has been considered repeatedly. 
Sanjeev Kumar (2017: 303-309) did the most recent 
discussion and classification of these coins including a 
number of otherwise unpublished varieties. 


Sti Prasannamatra 
(c.525-550) 
CATALOGUE 
3719. AV repoussé 


1.30g, mm 


Obv: Garuda flanked by conch shell, chakra in axial 
view, sun and moon; Brühmi legend #7 pra-sa- 
nna-ma-tra, vasc at bottom 

Rev: Blank (incused obverse design) 

(МАТЕС, pt.2, no. 5207) 


--0000000-. 


Sti Mahendraditya 
CATALOGUE 


3720. AV repoussée 


Obv: Similar but legend 4r ma-be-ndra-di-ha 
Rev: Blank (incused obverse design) 
(Courtesy Todywalla auction 6085) 
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3721. AV repoussée, 1.26g 


Obv: As 3720 different style 
Rev: Blank (incused obverse design) 


NALAS OF 
CHHATTISGARH 


These Sth/6th century rulers, who arc also called 
Nalas of Bastar, were the southern neighbours of the 
Sarabhapuriyas and like them issued gold coins in 
repoussée technique which are inscribed in box- 
headed Brahmi. Thirty-two specimens were 
discovered from Edonga, Bastar region, MP (JNSI, 
vol.1, 1919: 29), The depiction of nandi on these coins 
and inscriptions such as those from the Kesaribeda 
and Rithapur plates attest the Saivite faith of the Nala 
rulers, Issuers of these coins are Arthapati, 
Bhavadatta, Varaharaja, Stambha and Nandanaraja. 
The first among them appears to have been Varaha. 


Varaha (c.410-430 CE) 
CATALOGUE 
3722, AV repoussée, 0.64g 


Obv: Bull seated to left, crescent above, Brahmi. 
legend below reading Srî Vahara (misspelling for 
Sri Varaha), dotted border 

Rev: Incused obverse design 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 98404) 


AULIKARAS OF 
MALWA 
‘The Aulikara dynasty, founded by Jayavarman, ruled in 


western Malwa with a center in modern Mandsaur 
region (ancient Dasapura) from about 350-550 CE. 


nasty is mentioned in several inscriptions: 
eae "he Bihar Kotra inscription of king 
Магауагтпап of the Malava year 474 corresponding to 
417 CE (K.C Jain, 1972: 250 referring to EI XXXVI, 
pp.130 f and the Mandsor inscription of 589 М.Б. 
2 CE) of king Yasodharman. 
rly kings in succession of Yayavarman were 
Siihavarman and Naravarman, contemporaries of 
the Gupta ruler Chandragupta I. But no 
acknowledgement of a Gupta overlordship is found in 
the inscriptions of these early Aulikara kings who used 
the tides Mahārājaand Narendra. —— 

Naravarman was followed by Viévavarman, the 
latter by Bandhuvarman. The Gangdhar inscription of 
423 CE records the building of a Matrika temple and a 
Visnu temple during Vigvavarman's reign and the 
Mandsaur inscription of 436 CE informs that а sun 
temple was built by the silk weavers; that inscription 
and also the Mandsaur inscription from 436 CE 
mention the name of Kuméragupta suggesting the 
‘Aulikaras to have recognized the suzerainty of the 
Guptas by now (K.CJain, 1972: 252). A line of several 
other Aulikara kings, now mostly with -vardhana 
ending names followed. | 

The Rishtal Stone Slab inscription of 515 CE 
speaks about the conflicts of Prakiéadharmman with 
the Hun ruler Toramana (D.Handa, 2016: 79). After 
him Yagodharman became famous through his 
resistance against the Hun invader Mihirakula in the 
first part of the 6th century. 

Excavations led by V.S. Wakankar were 
undertaken at Nadol in 1978; they brought to light a 
number of lead coins of Vaisnavite symbolism and 
related lead types have been found repeatedly around 
Mandsaur. The excavators attributed such coins 
tentatively to local 8th century feudatories of the 
Gurjara-Pratiharas but more probably they had been 
issued by the Aulikaras. Coin legends and symbol 
arrangement reflect the religious affiliation of the 
issuers to Bhagavatism. 


Inscribed Types 
Sithhavarman (c.380-404 CE) 
CATALOGUE 
3723. AE, 3.98g, 18x24mm 


Obv: Bull to right on straight bottom line, 
legend Srî Simbavarma 
Rev: баба 


(Courtesy D. Handa, 2016, ND, 40, p.79) 
Naravarman (c.404-417 CE) 
CATALOGUE 


3724. AE, 0.78g, 12mm 


e | 
t 


Decorated chakra in axial view on lotus 
Brahmi legend Srî Ma-ba-ra-ja Na-ra-ta-rmma 
(D.Handa, 2016, p.81 / photo courtesy Dalal орт) 
Jitam Bhagavatā Padmanābhena 
CATALOGUE 


3725. LEAD, c.5.6g, 15mm 
Obv: Brahmi Jitam Bhagavata Padmanabhena 


(won by the Lord Padmanábha- name of 
Visnu) 


Rev: Srivatsa flanked by club and conch, chakra 
above 
(LP. Singh, JNSI, wol. XXXIV, pt. П, 
pp. 253-257) 


Brahmi 


Jitam Bhagavata Vishnunam 
CATALOGUE 
3726. LEAD, 10.63g 


Obv: Brühmi Jitam Bhagaratà Vishnunam around 
centrally placed flower (lotus?) 

Rev: Srivatsa 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 208130) 
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3727. LEAD, 8.59g 


Obv: As 3726 
Rev: As 3726 
(Courtesy Oswal auction574#19) 


0000000... 


Anepigraphic Types 
Sword-holder/Conch Type 
CATALOGUE 
3728. LEAD, 16mm, 3.08g 


Obv: Bust of man frontally facing, both arms raised 
with sword in his right 
Rev: Conch 


Fist-fighter/Conch Type 
CATALOGUE 
3729. LEAD, 47g. 


Á 
N 


Obv: Man standing to right as if ready to fight 
Rev: Conch 
(Courtesy Ganesh Nene) 


Lotus/Conch Type 
CATALOGUE 
3730. LEAD, 3.09g, 17mm 


Obv: Lotus flower 
Rev: Conch 
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3731. LEAD, 5.0g, 19mm 


Rev: Conch 
Lotus/Face Type 
CATALOGUE 
3732. LEAD 


Obv: Lotus flower 
Rev: Stylised Face 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma] ex Dashpur) 


LEAD TYPES FROM 
PRAKASHE 


Khandesh in NW-Maharashtra is closely linked to the 
coin tradition of Central India/Malwa. Particularly 
Prakashe, an ancient centre of pilgrimage on the banks 
of the river Tapi, is a region which surfaced a good 
number of coins. Ancient trade routes connected 
Gujarat with Ujjain and the upper northwestern 
Deccan, Broach with Paithan and Nasik with Ujjain via 
Maheshwar, the ancient Mahismadi. An ancient mound 
is known from Prakashe and regular excavations were 
conducted at this site. Sanjay Godbole (1997: 31) had 
published some lead coins with proven provenance. 
One of the main types depicts a human figure seated 
holding a club or sceptre in his hand. Laksmi seated on 
lotus is another depiction occurring on several 
Prakashe lead coins with ¿riratsa, lotus or lion reverse 
types. In view of the uninscribed nature of these coins 
the dating is uncertain but Gupta/post-Gupta period 
is probable. 


Seated Human/Hill Type 


CATALOGUE 
3733. LEAD 


Obv: Seated human holding club or sceptre 
Rev: Threc-arched hill, river. line below 
(Godboe, pLIV.4/ from Prakashe/ seen in trade, 
photo courtesy unknown owner) 


3734. LEAD, 2.19g 


Obv: Seated human holding club or sceptre 
Rev: Hill above river line, dotted border 


(Courtesy Oswal auction 38836) 
0000000-----— 


Seated Human/ 
Hanuman type 


CATALOGUE 
3735. LEAD, 2.66g 


ee 


Obv: Seated human holding club or sceptre 
Hanuman standing to right holding sceptre, 
dotted border around 

(Courtesy Yogeshwar Рипі/1 agree with his 
identification of the reverse figure as one of the earliest 
Hanuman depictions, post-Gupta period) 


0000000----------- 


Seated human/ 
Satyevarmam Legend Type 
CATALOGUE 
3736. LEAD, Satyavarman 


Obv: Seated human holding club or sceptre 

Rev: Brahmi legend $a-je-ne-rmam 
(Courtesy Girish Sbarma/ from Prakashe/ 
Amiteshwar Jha, IRNS-Newsline) 


—— 0000000... 


Seated Laksmi/Lotus Type 
CATALOGUE 
3737. LEAD 


Obv: Laksmi seated on lotus, square frame 
Rev: Lotus in square frame 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


--0000000. 


Seated Laksmi/Lion Type 
CATALOGUE 
3738. LEAD, 3.0g, 15xI2mm 


Obv: Laksmi seated on lotus, (square frame) 
Rev: Lion to right, square dotted border 
($. Godbole, 1997, pl 1V.2) 


—————0000000———— 
Seated Laksmi/Srivatsa Type 


CATALOGUE 
3739. LEAD, 3.9g, 16x16mm 


Obv: Laksmi seated on lotus, (square frame) 
Rev: Srivatsa in square frame 
(S.Godbole, 1997, pl IV.3) 


.0000000--——— 


Conch/Srivatsa Type 


‘These coins were possibly issued by the Gurjaras of 
Bharuch who ruled over southern Gujarat from about 
580 to the first part of the 8th century. Inscribed 
copper-plates from the region suggest they were not 
independent rulers but feudatories of other dynasties, 
for example of the Maitrakas, their northern 
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neighbours, or the Chalukyas in the south. Similar 
coins surfaced from excavations at Karvan and 
Kamrej near Vadodara. 


CATALOGUE 
3740. LEAD, 3.21g 


Obv: Conch in square border of dots 
Rev: Srinatsa in square border of dots 
(Courtesy Vodywalla auction 85#289) 


Conch/Lion Type 
CATALOGUE 
3741. LEAD, 2.53g 


Obs: Conch in square border of dots 
Rev: Lion to left in square border of dots 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 98408) 


DIVERSE 
POST-GUPTA COINS 


The coins listed under this heading do not form a 
coherent group. On typological grounds they can be 
attributed to the post-Gupta period, even though in 
absence of any legends precise dynastic attributions 
are impossible, Most of these coins are made of lead 
and their findspots are located in Gujarat but some hail 
also from Nasik, Prakishe and Malwa, while the 
provenance of others remains uncertain. 


Horserider Types 
CATALOGUE 
3742. LEAD, 2.76g 
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v: Horse-rider to right 
утгаа (0) 

The horse-rider betrays Gupta influence 
(Courtesy Yogeshwar Puri/ from Prakashe) 


3743. АЕ 


mi legend $r Mudha, crescent on top, 
dotted border 

Coins of this type are found in the 
Abmednagar region 

(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 6843) 


3744. AE, 2.10g 


Obv: Horse rider to right holding spear 
Rev: Brahmi legend 577 Madla retrograde 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 32#120) 


————-0000000-.. 
Horse Types 


CATALOGUE 
3745. AE, 2.0g 


Obv: Horse to right, cluster of dots above 
Rey; Brahmi legend Khucentbi (or Sri Cenathi 2) 
(Courtesy Todymalla auction 8822) 


3746. LEAD, 1.92g 


Obv: Horse to right, dotted border 
Rev: Elephant to right, dotted border 
(Courtesy Kohinoor auction 1843) 


---—------0000000 س 


Seated Goddess/ 
Elephant Rider Type 

CATALOGUE 
3747. LEAD, 4.44g 


ted goddess (Laksmi) in dotted border 

v Elephantrider to left (?) or Makara @) 
(Courtesy Todymalla auction 71#29/ the elephant 

rider may hare been influenced by Gupta gold types) 


0000000----------- 
Chakra/Srivatsa Туре 


CATALOGUE 
3748. LEAD, 5.32g 


Obv: Chakra 
Rev: Srivatsa 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 68115) 


————0000000-————— 
Conch/Srivatsa Type 


CATALOGUE 
3749, LEAD, 1.15g 


Obv: Stylised conch 
Rev: Srivatsa 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 16492) 


-----------0000000----------- 


Conch/Lotus Type 
CATALOGUE 
3750. LEAD, 1.80g 


Obv: Stylised conch 
Rev: Lotus flower 


(Courtesy Bombay auction 16893, Nasik region) 
000оооо........... 
Stylized Archer/ 
Seated Goddess Type 
CATALOGUE 
3751. LEAD, 1.12g, 14mm 


Obv: Standing human figure influenced by Gupta 
standing archer types 
Rev: Seated goddess 
(Courtesy Pankaj Tandon, coinindia.com/ Malwa 
region) 
————0000000-— 
Laksmi Feeding 
Peacock Type 
CATALOGUE 


3752. LEAD, 4.84g 


Obv: Possibly crude copy of the Gupta motif 
"Laksmi feeding peacock’ 

Rev: Trident left, uncertain rectangular device right 
(Courtesy Ameet Lomate) 


0000000 
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Female with 
Parasol/Lion Type 
CATALOGUE 
3753. LEAD, 4.2g, 15-17mm 


Obs: Standing female figure holding parasol 
Rev: Lion standing to left 
(Courtesy Shinke Kumar collection) 


————0000000. 


Bull/Chakra Type 
CATALOGUE 
3754. LEAD, 1.80g 


Obv: Bull right, fish inside square double frame 
around 
v: Chakra 
(Courtesy Bombay auction 388+44/ Майы region) 


-0000000.—.———— 
Garuda/Chakra Type 

CATALOGUE 

3755. LEAD, 2.16g, 14x14mm 


Obv: Standing Garuda, dotted frame 

Rev: Chakra, dotted frame 
(Courtesy Pankaj Tandon, coinindia.com stylistically 
tery dose to Gupta lead types) 


———0000000——- 
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Garuda/Hill Type 
CATALOGUE 
3756. LEAD, 4.52g 


Three-arched hill, moon (and sun), dotted 
frame 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 1317) 


3757. LEAD, 2.92g, 17mm 


icing Garuda, dotted border 
Hill? Possibly part of &aaíz 
(Courtesy Imperial Auctions 19874) 


-------0000000-- 


Garuda/Trident-axe Type 
CATALOGUE 
3758. LEAD, 2.06g 


Obv: Facing Garuda 
Rev: Trident-axe, dotted border 
(Courtesy Girish Sharma) 


ENIGMATIC POST-GUPTA 
SILVER TYPES 


Facing Garuda Type 


‘The attribution of this rare silver coin is uncertain. The 
heavy weight suggests a date before the period of the 
small silver dammas, że. before the 8th century. The 
facing Garuda is obviously influenced by Gupta coins 


but the legend of the coin is extremely difficult to 
identify and even the legend arrangement is unclear, 
Gautam Jantakal et al. (2019: 64) proposed to read it as 
Sr Prabhutunga. 


CATALOGUE 
3759. AR, 3.14g 


Obv: Facing Garuda | 

Rev: Two line Brahmi legend Srî Prabbutuga ? 
(lantakal et al. 2019, U2.1.1/ Courtesy Amit 
Udeshi) 


Boarhead/Flying Bird Type 


The provenance of the boarhead type with the flying 
bird on reverse is given as Gujarat and possible issuers 
were the Gurjaras of Gujarat, The two available 
specimens show traces of a good Brahmi legend 
suggesting a date not later than 7th century. 


CATALOGUE 
3760. AR 


Obv: Head of a boar to left 
Rev: Bird flying to left, legend part around 
(Courtesy Sonja Panpattimar) 


3761. AR, 2.06g 


Obv: Worn design 
Rev: Bird flying to left, legend around 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 24#632) 


— 000000 


Bust with Conch Shell/ 
Seated Bull Type 


This rare series of silver coins of about 1g weight is 
known from south Gujarat and Khandesh. The right- 
turned bust on obverse is always associated with a large 
conch and the reverse depicts a seated bull with a 
legend above. Fishman & Todd (2018: 387) read it 
tentatively as Sri Juravajrana. In a personal 
communication Harry Falk proposed Sri Janamungara 
or ri Jatramungara. Jana! would mean, people! but a 
meaningful translation of the legend is not possible. 
The seated bull was inspired by the Kalachuri coins 
and possible issuers could have been the Kalachuri 
successors in the region, i.e. the Chalukyas, one of 
their feudatories of the early Rashtrakuta family at the 
late 7th/early 8th century ora Rashtrakuta ruler of the 
second part of the 8th century. 


CATALOGUE 
3762. AR, 1.1g 


Obv: King's bust to right, conch on right 
Rev: Bull at bottom, legend Srî Jatramanigara (2) 
(Courtesy Oswal auction 36817) = 


-—--—---——-0000000----------- 


Bust/Seated King 
with Attendants 


‘The style of this three-quarters portrait with its wildly 
protruding eyes is quite unusual. The reverse shows a 
seated male who is flanked by two attendants. 
Reported findspots of these rare coins are in north 
Maharashtra and Khandesh. The type was recently 
published by Fishman & Todd (2018: 388) and by 
Jantakal et al. (2019: $1.3.1) who described the seated 
man on reverse as four-armed, possibly a 
representation of Kubera. 

The here illustrated specimen is of better 
condition showing that there are not four but only two 
arms so the scene depicts possibly just the seated king 
with two attendants. Issuers could have been 
Rashtrakuta or Chaulukya feudatories. 
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CATALOGUE 
3763. AR, 1.07g, 10mm 


Obv: Bust three-quartes facing right 

Rev: Male human (deity? king?) seated, flanked by 
two attendants, circular border 
(Fishman U4 Courtesy Amet Lomate) 


~--—------0000000----- 
Sti Kalahaśila 


These small silver coins from Malwa/Gujarat border 
areas have a sword with a lange a chhatra above 
on obverse; the reverse has a circular legend in carly 
Nagari in the name of Sri Kalabasila, The type had been 
attributed to the Kalachuri period by Mitchiner 
(МАСУ 5102) but was reattributed to the 9th/10th 
century recently (Fishman & Todd 2018; 389) 
regarding the issuer as a possible Rashtrakuta or 
Pratihara feudatory. A related new silver damma type 
illustrated by Fishman and Todd as type U6 shows a 
left facing lion with the reverse legend reading Sri 
Aerabaiila, 


CATALOGUE 
3764. AR. 0.49g 


бе 


Obv: Sword with umbrella above, dotted border 
Rev: Circular legend Sin Kalahasila 

(МАС? 5102; Fishman U5.3/ 

Courtesy Album auction 2681821) 


3765. AR, 0.56g 


Obv: Sword with umbrella above, dotted border 
Rev: Circular legend Srî Kalabasila 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 268197) 
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RASHTRAKUTAS 


Starting as feudatories of the Chalukyas of Badami the 
Rashtrakutas carved out small Deccan kingdoms 
during the 6th and 7th centuries CE and soon built a 
ge Empire, In the 9th century their r 
from Kanauj to the very south of Ind 
and Pandyas as their southe 
reign lasted until 973 C 


ashtrakuta coins are mostly small copper and 
silver coins of low weight, either anonymous or 
inscribed with a title or a personal name. A few gold 
coins are known as well. Most useful studies a 
mly given by 
book on medieval 
silver dammas and by Jantakal & Kapadia & 
Jinjuvadiya (2019) in History and Coinage of the 
Rasbtrakntas'. 


Sti Jagatunga Raja 


s name was restored by Alex Fishman (Fishman & 
Todd 2018: 378) from the few available coins of the 
type. Jagatunga was a Rashtrakuta title and among 
other epithets used by Govinda Ш (ca.793-814 С 
the father of Amoghavarsha I (ca. 814-877 С 

silver coins are significantly heavier than other 
Rashtrakuta coins. This is why Fishman regards the 
type as a possible issue of Govinda III. The coin was 
also published by Jantakal et al, (2019: S1.2.1). 


CATALOGUE 
3766. AR, 1.24g, Sri Jagatunga Raja 


Obv: Bust of king to right 
Rev: Nimbate human figure (Garuda) seated on 
lotus, Nagari legend Sri Jagatunga Raja 
(Fishman RA1.1/ Courtesy Amit Udesbi) 


0000000---- 
Elephant Rider Types 


Several Rashtrakuta kings bore this name, the first of 
them being Amoghavarsha 1 (ca. 814-877) He 
continued the extension and consolidation of the 
Rashtrakuta realm which had been advanced by his 
father. Given his political significance and the very 


duration of his reign it seems reasonable to rep 
the coins with this name as his issues, Findspots are 
mostly in central Maharashtra, "The circular т 
J can he composed from specimens with div 
legend parts and rea Is Mri Пъти (Vishman 
& "Todd 2018: 379). Ane 

same type and also related copper types exist and may 
have been issued during a longer period of the 


9th / 10th century. 


CATALOGUE 
3767. AR, 0.55g, Imm, SeTAmoghavarsha 


oe 


ilephant rider to right, circle above, dotted 


border 
Rev: Human uda or | n 
lotus, legend part Amagha- on left 
(Fishman RA2.5/ Courtesy Rajgor auction 7133) 


сү 


ymous silver issues of the. 


Obv: 


smi) seated on 


3768. AR, 0.5g 


oS 


Obv: King and mahout riding elephant to right, dot 
in-crescent on left, dotted border 

Human figure (Garuda or Laksmi) seated on 
lotus, legend part around 

(Courtesy Zubair Khan) 


3769. AR, 0.42g, 10mm 


OS 


Obv: Elephant rider to right, circle above, dotted 
border 

Rev: Seated human figure, dotted border 
(Fishman RA11,1/ Courtesy Oswal auction 3089) 


3770. AE, 0.88g 


Re 


Ob: Elephant to right, symbols above, dotted 
border 

Seated human figure, legend part around 

(Courtesy Oswal auction 62861) 


3771. AE, 0.44g 


Rev: 


Obv: Elephantrider to right, dotted border 

Rev: Seated human figure, crescents and dotted 
border around, all in circle, dotted outer 
border 


(Courtesy Vaikunta Chary R.) 
3772. AE 


Rev: Seated human figure, dotted border 
(Courtesy Bhargava auction 118135) 


3773. AE 


Obv: Elephant rider to tight, dotted border 
Rev: Legend part around central swastika 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Galley 11889) 


—0000000.— 
Conch Shell Type 


CATALOGUE 
3774. AR, 0.25g, 9mm 


Obv: Conch shell, dotted border 
Rev: Seated human figure, circular border 
(Fishman U3.1 / Courtesy Oswal auction 38837) 


——— 0000000... 
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Sti Gunatunga 


Śri Gunatunga is a title used by seve 
kings. The coins are somewhat more common than 
other Rashtrakuta issues and appear to have been 
struck by more than one king of the 


and metal debasement suggest (Fishman & Todd, 
2018: 380) 


CATALOGUE 
3775. AR, 0.43g 


¢: Bust of king to righ 
arly Nagari legend Srî Gana/ tunga, dot-in 
crescent on top 

(Fishman R214.7/ Courtesy Todywalla 708502) 


3776. AR, 0.42g 


sted border 


above 
arly Nagari legend $r? Сана/ tunga 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 218189) 


3777. AE (AE core of AR plated coin?), 0.56g 


Obv: Bust of king to right, cresce 
Rev: 


Obv: Crude bust to right 
Rev: Legend Sri Gana/ tunga, dotted border 
(Courtesy Classical Numismatic Gallery 268198) 


Sti Pradararati-vasisa Type 


"Thanks to Chetan Zinzuvzdiya for allowing the 
publication of this interesting type which typologically 
appears to belong to the Rashtrakutas. Harry Falk 
kindly identified the legend as Sri Pradararati-nasisa (Skt: 
Sri Pradararati-vaméisya) translating it as ‘someone 
belonging to the lineage (пола) which finds pleasure 
(rati)in the total annihilation (pradéra). 
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CATALOGUE 
3778. AR, 0.36g 


Obv: Bust of king to right 

Rev: Legend in two lines ri Pradararata/ vatiza 
Thanks to Harry Falk for the reading. 
(Courtesy Chetan Zinzuvzdiya) 


0000000. 


Boar Type with 
Uncertain Legend 


‘The legend on specimens of the boar type is difficult 
to identify. It was tentatively regarded by Fishman & 
Todd (2018: 382-83) as а slightly corrupt version of $r 
Gunatunga with a'ra'added at its end, 


CATALOGUE 
3779. AR debased, 0.29g 


Obv: Boar to left, dot-in-crescent above, dotted 
border 

Rev: Two line legend 
(Fishman RA7.1/ Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


3780. AR, 0.53g 
& 28) 

Obv: Boar to left, dot-in-crescent above, circular 
border 


Rev: Legend in circular arrangement 
(Courtesy Mitresh Singh) 


3781. AR, 0.34g, 10mm 


Obv: Boar to right, dot-in-crescent, dotted border 


Rev: Corrupt legend 
5 Tishman RA9.1/ Courtesy Amit Ой) 


———--0000000— 


Boar Type with 
Srî Naravaidhavala Legend 


This is a very rare type known from only two 
реа Though hitherto unknown the name can 
be taken as a title. Fishman (2018: 383) who was the 


ble 
first to publish this type refers to compara 
Rashtrakuta titles such as Atishayadhavala and 


il : о the time of 
‘Tribhuvanadhavala and places the coins to t 
Govinda Ш or Amoghavarsha 1, i.e. late Bh to mid 9th 


century CE. 
CATALOGUE 
3782. AR, 0.46g, 10mm 


Obv: Boar to left, dot-in-crescent above, dotted 
border 

Rev: Two line legend in early Nagari reading 
Sri Naravaif dbavala, dot-in-crescent on top, 
dotted border 
(Fishman RA8.1/ Courtesy Yogeshwar Puri) 


——— 0000000... 


Copper Type of 
Karka I (700-720 CE) 


It was Shailen Bhandare (1996: 71-76) who had 
published coins of this type found in Akola or 
Aurangabad districts. In view of their legend Bhandare 
attributed them to an early member of the Rashtrakuta 
family, Karka 1 (700-720 CE), who was feudatory of 
the Chalukyas of Badami, Somewhat later Dantidurg 
(735-756 СЕ) of the Rashtrakuta family proclaimed 
independence and founded the Rashtrakuta kingdom 
in north Maharashtra. 


CATALOGUE 
3783. AE, 18р 


Obv: Stylised lotus 
Rev: Two line legend Kaka/ Raja 
(S.Bhandare, ND, 1996: 73/ courtesy S.Bhandare) 


70000000... 


Copper type of 

Sri Akalavarsha 
This type was first published by S. Bhandare (1996: 74) 
from the collection of. К.К. Maheshwari. The title 
Akalavarsha was used by the three Rashtrakuta kings 
Krishna 1, Il and Ш. On palacographic grounds 
Bhandare attributed the type to Krishna 1 (756-775 
CE), theson of Karka, 


CATALOGUE 
3784. AE, 1.8g 


$e 


Obv: Lotus in circle, dotted border 

Crescent and sun, legend around reading 
Sri Akalava (rha) 

(Courtesy K.K. Maheshwari) 


— 0000000... 
Rashtrakuta Gold Coins 
Krishna II (878-912 CE 


CATALOGUE 
3785. AV, 4.0g 


Obv: Garuda seated on lotus 
Rev: Early Nagari legend Sri Shubhatunga in 
top line; conch and undeciphered legend in 
bottom line. 
(Jantakal et al. G1.1.1/ courtesy Classical 
Numismatic Gallery auction 02838) 
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Anonymous (10th century CE) 
CATALOGUE 
3786. AV, 3.96g 


Obv: Seated Garuda surrounded by floral design 
Rev: Temple between lamps, crescent top left, 
swastika top right 
(Jantakal et al. G1.2.1 / courtesy Classical 
Numismatic Gallery auction 264200) 


Govinda IV (918-933 CE) 
CATALOGUE 
3787. AV, 4.22g 


Obv: Lion to right touching banner 

Rev: Early Telugu-Kannada legend Soi Nan-nni/ re- 
атда 
(Jantakal et al. С2.1.1/ courtesy Classical 
Numismatic Gallery auction 208161) 


Govinda III (782-815 CE) 
CATALOGUE 
3788. AV, 4.18g 


Obv: King on horse to left holding sword, pseudo- 
Arabic legend around 

Rev: Two line Nagari legend Sri Jagatunga 
Apratil bata Shata Garudadbaaja, lotus, kalasha 
and conch on top, half-lotus-pedestal at the 
bottom; pseudo-Arabic legend around 
(Jantakal et al. G4.1./ courtesy Classical 
Numismatic Gallery auction 31881; this interesting 
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comment was given by the auctioneers: “Jagatunga’ or 
"Tallest (by fame] valour) in the World was a title held 
by more than one Rashtrakuta rulers, However, 
Gorinda I appears to be the best fit for the purpose 
of attributing this coin. He mus an illusions king, 
credited with many victories, including those against the 
Pratiburas of Kannanj, the Palas of Bengal, the 
Eastern Chalukyas of Vengi and the Pallaras of 
Kanchi. The title '‘Apratibata’ or ‘invincible’ applied. 
в hin in the coin legend is therefore а very fitting 
acknowledgement of his triumphs. Another significant 
characteristic of the coin is the psendo- Arabic 
inscriptions on bath sides. Ut is а well-known fact that 
the Rashtrakutas were friendly with the Islamic 
Caliphate of Baghdad. The backbone of their 
friendship was a thriving trade in borses carried ont 
from ports on the Western Coast of India, which was 
under Rashtrakuta control. Ubese borses proved crucial 
in the campaigns which the Rashtrakutas conducted 
against other ruling powers. There were eren Arab 
colonies on the Western Coast and some Arabs bad 
also entered Washirakuta service, as we know from 
copperplate inscriptions. Conceivably, many Arab gold 
coins must hare arrived through the trade into India 
and they appear to bare provided the design inspiration 
for Rashtrakuta gold coins, ‘The reign of Govinda II 
fits well with the heyday of this trade and the fact that 
be chooses to show him as a horse rider also befits the 
nexus established between the Arabs and the 
Rashirakntas through commercial activities. The 
mention of 'Garuda-dbwaja’ or "Ensign of the 
Саи! in the legend refers to the dynastic emblem of 
the Rashtrakutas, who were Vaishnavites and 
employed Garuda the bearer of Vishnu to show their 
devotion to their patron deity.” 


3789. AY, 4.15g 


Obv: King on horse to right holding sword, pseudo- 
Arabic legend around — 

Rev: Two line Nagari legend Ari Jagatunga Apra- 
tif bata Shata Garndadiwaja, lotus, kalasha and 
conch on top, half-lotus-pedestal at the 
bottom; pseudo-Arabic legend around 
атака et al. G4.1.2/ courtesy Oswal аш.79Й#127) 


——-—--——0000000-----————- 


Srî Anaghavarisha 


s type, which was in the numismatic 
as being that of Amoghavarsha 1, has 
now been corrected by Fishman & Todd (2018: 392. 
93) who read it аз Sri Anaghavarisha, Vey placed it to 

garding the possible 


с Oth century TEH : 
pe могу of the Rashtrakutas or Chaulukyas, 
һап, 


"indspotsare Gujarat and 

ros zy ‘ihe coins are related 10 the much 
commoner silver dammas of Rani Hastin and 
Jayasimha Siddharaja, the former probably Chaulukya 
fesdatory of Gujarat, the latter Chaulukya king of 


Gujarat (1092-1142 CE). 
CATALOGUE 
3790. AR, 0.51g 


lephant to right | 
sari legend in two lines reading 

Sri Anagha varisha | 
(Fishman U7.1/ Courtesy Amit Udeshi) 


Šri Rana Hastin 
CATALOGUE 
3791. AR, 0.44g 


Obv: Elephant to right, dotted border 
Rev: Nagari legend in two lines reading 
Srî Rana] Hasti 
(Fishman U8.6/ Courtesy Oswal auction 4 18026) 


Jayasimha Siddharaja 
CATALOGUE 
3792. AR, 0.35g, 7mm 


Obv: Elephant to right, dotted border 
Rev: Nagari legend in three lines 5rinj/ Jayasimba/ 
Priya of which the second linc is visible (Dgel 
1999: 353/ Courtesy Marudhar auct. 17830) 
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Main references and 4, 


lynasties in bold type, 
names in italics, п bold type, personal 


NOTE: There are several objec i 

of Ancient India so Перан эы Rr o is 

different states that they are not included in the indes 

such as elephant, lion, bull, Indradhvaja, hil, (е 

symbol, etc. NUMERI 

Abbajadatta (Tripuri) 86,89 

Abbiraka (Ksaharátas) 541 

Abhiras 404,434, 437-438 

Abhişeka-Laksmî: Agra 150; Ayodhya 157, 
158; Ceylon 517-518, 522; Kausambi 
Mathura 194; Nasik 85; Sitavihanas 412, 
416; Sugh 256; Ujjain 104; Vidarbha 352, 358-35 
366, 368-369, 376, 385 PAS 358358, 

Adhadasiri king of Malhár) 141 

Achyuta (Pañcala) 147,211-212 

Adoration of arrow 360; of Indradhvaja 376; of 
Laksmi, see Abhiseka; of Srivatsa 359; of tree 58, 
234, 367, 376-377 

Agaräja (Kausambi) 174 

Agathokles 220,221,228,239 

Agnimitra, Kausambi 174; Pañcala 207-8,211 

Agra tribe (=Agicha) silver PMCs 33-34; tribal 
copper 147-150 

Agrodaka 147 

Ahichchhatra 211-213 

Ajadatta (Tripurî) 86,89 

Ajamitra (Mitras of Punjab) 197 

Ajanta caves 442 

Ajavarman (Ayodhya) 159 

Ajilata (Erich) 136,139 

Almora 151-15 

Anitasena (Maharaja of Erich) 136 

“Amagbabbiti Kunindas) 180 

Anamitra (Pañcala) 207 

Ananda coins (Banavast) 319-329 

Anangasraya (Gujarat) 615 

Andhra, post-Mauryan UCCCs 63-65 

Annapürná 102,107 

Antialkidas 356 

Apalata (Mathura) 193 

Apasmára-purusha 251 

Apallodotos 241 

ArdashirI (Kusino-Sasanian) 299 

Arjuna (Pãratarãja) 526-528 

Arjunayana tribe 153,245 

Arrow adorned by elephants 61; on-elephant 61, 126, 
352-358, 362-363, 366; on-hill 92; on hollow 
cross 62, 65; on-railing 92, 355, 358, 360; with 
thunderbolt 345-346 
Arseiles (Yuch-Chi) 264 


169; 
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A-rv-na Visnukundin inspired) 483 

“Apadatta (= Ayadatta, Vidarbha) 372 

Aryanitra (Kulütas) 178 

Asaka Sada 348-349 

Asshadamitra, (Amatya of Erich) 135 

Asoka (Almora) 151,152 

“Айайийба (Vidarbha) 371 

Alivaghosa (Кашаты) 174 

Афайа 146 

Asyuthoard 10 

Atakataka (Taxila, Negama type) 237 

Atuma 258 

Audumbara tribe 154-155 

Aulikaras 444, 624-626 

Avanti, local silver PMCs 38 

Anantirarman (Maukharis) 620 

Ayanága (Nagas) 198 

Ayodhya 156-161 

Aynmitra (Ayodhya) 161 

Babyal hoard, local silver PMCs 32-33 

Badami 451,457,479 

Bagamira (Parataràja) 526 

Babasatimitra (Kausimbi) 173,174 

Bahudhañaka (Yaudheyas) 244-245 

Вай (Mathura) 193 

Balarsitra (Khandesh) 389-3 

Balarama 49, 100, 136,215, 

Balarama (Kota series) 296- 

Banavasi bull 326-328; hill 319-326 

Battle-axe: Ujjain 108; Audumbara 154; Mahadeva 
188; Nagas 200; Pañcala 210; Yaudheya 251-25 
Soter Megas 1; Sitavahanas at Sopara 409; 
Cheras 490 

Bena river types 361, 381; Benakata 381 

Bengal local silver PMCs 22-23 

Besnagargaruda pillar 131 

Bhadraghosha (Paücila) 209 

Bhadramagha (Kausimbi) 166 

Bhadramitra (Pañcàla) 205 

Bhadra & Mitra kings (Vidarbha) 61, 370-381; 
overstrikes 379-381 

Bhadrapurusha 250 

Bhadrávati city types 381-382 

Bhagabbadra 131 

Bhagavata cult 124,242 

Bhagila (city state) 118, 125-126 

Bhaliga (Malhàr) 143 

Bhénughosha (Garhwal) 160, 161, 162 

Bhanumitra, Pañcàla 207-208; Punjab 197; Rohilkhand 
257-258; Vid п 131,134 

Bhdnusharman (Garhwal) 161 

Bhinura (Garhwal) 161, 162,244 

Bharbarsha (Sindh) 607 

Bhartrdiman (Ksatrapas ) 558-559 

Bhavadatta, Mathura; 193; Tripuri 86, 89 
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Bhavandga (Nagas) 200, 442, 443 

Bhavanandi (Mughalpura lead type) 255 

Bhavatarman (Vemaka) 241,242 

Bhimandga (Nagas) 199 

Bhimarjuna (Parataraja) 532-533 

Bhimasena, Kausámbi 166; Hun 303 

Bhimasena (post-Gupta Madhyadesha) 621 

Bhimavarman (Kausambi) 166,177 

Bhir mound pot-find 8, 13,42, 48 

Bhiimaka (Ksahariitas) 541-542 

Bhimidatta (Vidi8a-Eran) 131, 133 

Bhiimimitra, Pañcāla 207, 208; Ujjain 114; Vidarbha 
114, 353, 372-373; Vidisa-Eran 131, 135 

Bihar, post-Mauryan copper PMCs 52 

Bijnor local silver PMCs 33 

Boar: medieval Gujarat 611, 614; Pallavas 452, 463; 
Vákátakas 446 

Boat: Bhadravati с/т 382; Iksvakus 436; Kuraput 
120-122; Pallavas 452,456; Sátavihanas 428-4 
Vidisa-Eran 128, 130 

Bodhi kings of Tripuri 86,90,407 

Brahmi 114,205, 442; cut off head 49,95,96 

Brabmadatta (Vidisà-Eran) 135 

Brabmamitra Капаш 164; Mathura 192 

Brahmananim, temple type 257 

Brahmin 49,72, 100, 104, 114, 126; 

Brahmin squatting at fire 104 

Bribaspatingga (Nagas) 199-200 

Buddha 7, 8, 20, 41, 118, 215, 230, 263, 273-274, 326, 
366,382, 442, 447; death 7,8, 20,41 

Buddbananda Sätakaryi (Banavasi) 326-327 

Budbagupta (Guptas) 603, 605 

Budharéja (Visnukundin inspired) 481, 484 

Bull type Maharathis 331-334, 336 

Bulls yoked to plough 31,32 

Candelabrum/fork (Son, local PMCs) 24 

Cantamila (Uksvikus) 434 

Castana (Ksatrapas) 541, 546-547; base metal coins 
564-565 

Central India, post-Mauryan, uniface 67-69 

Ceylon 454, 509, 516-522; Abhiscka-Laksmi 517-518; 
encircled dots 518-519; fish 520-521; flower pot 
519-520; Ruhuna lead types 521-522; swastika- 
standard 516-518; temple 516 

Chada ati Satavahanas) 405 

Chakra-dhvaja 155,244,493 

Chakra-plough standard 100, 108, 368, 541-542 

Cha-la-ci-tta (Pallava coin legend) 461 

Chalukyas 442,451,457, 463, 476,479-481, 615,617, 
620 

Chaman-Hazouri hoard 8,10 

Chandavarman (Salankayanas) 441 

Chandrabodbi 90 

Chandragupta Maurya 9,13,41,220 

Chandragupta I (Guptas) 582 


Chandragupta II (Guptas) 442, 579, 584-588 
Chandraketugarh billon PMCs 22,52 
Chandravalli Maharathis 331-334 


yt 85, 88,359, 500 
aoa 451, 459, 472, 489-497; bull 494; elephant 


490-494; horse 494-495; lead 496; seated tiger 495; 
silver portrait types 496-497; tree 495; warrior type 
inscribed 495-496 

Chi-karta (Vişnukundin inspired) 483 

Chhimuka 1 405,412, 416 

Chhimuka 11 405,423,426 

Chitresvara Siva types 180, 251-252 

Cholas 451, 452, 459, 472, 498-503; commemorative 
types 501; elephant-horse types 500-501; 
elephant-mulüsymbol types 499-500; large 
elephant types 502; lead 503; river deity 501; silver 
PMC 499 

Chutukanba, Mahárathi Sidakinam 332 

Chutukula 345 

Clay moulds 254-255 

Countermarked Malwa copper 91-94 

Crescent headed human (Punjab) 297 

Crested hairstyle, sec Deity with 

Cutukulalion types 347 

 Cupukulananda 321,323-324 


Dadbamitra (Mathura) 192 

Dabrasena (Traikiitaka) 439 

Damabbadra, Vidarbha 373-374, 380; Vidisi-Eran 130, 
131 

Damajadairi | (Ksatrapas ) 549; Damajadafri П 554-555; 
Dåmajadaśri 111556-557 

Батар (Pañcala) 203,204 

Dåmasena (Ksatrapas) 553-554 

Damagada (Ksatrapas )547; base metal elephant 569- 
570; base metal horse 567; countermarking Soter 
Megas 566-567 

Da-ndi-kka-la (Pallava coin legend) 462 

Da-rpa-vi-sa (Pallava coin legend) 462 

Datarvbarna (Patatarája) 535-536 

Datayola (Páratarája) 536-537 

Datta kings of Tripuri 86,89 

Dhamabbadra (Malhit) 141 

Dhamamaharaja (Banavasi) 326-327 

Dharmabladra (Vidarbha) 378,380,422 

Dlarmanitra (Paücila) 205 

Dbruramitra (Pañcàala) 210 

Deer 163, 180-187,217,248-252, 354 

Deity holding fish 83, 103, 134, 171, 361-364, 381, 
391,502; holding snake 72, 84, 104, 208, 257-258; 
holding taurine 102, 103; holding vase 102, 116 

Deity horned 82, 102; multiheaded 79, 93, 97, 98, 103; 
оп bull 465; seated 58, 84, 88, 100, 103-105, 114, 
119, 368, 370, 386, 477-478, 483, 484; standing on- 
makara 361-362; standing on tortoise 502; with 


crested hairstyle 47, 49, 
with elephant. 1025 with 1 
Deragupta (рохо 
Detumitra (Ayodby: 
Devunga (Naas) 201 
Devasena (V: 
Dhanadera, Ауодһуй 157; Kaus&mbi 176 
Грач (Visnukundin inspired) 483 
Dharaghosha (Audumbara) 154, 155 
Dharmapala (Vidiš: 
Dionysos-B: 
Dojaka (Tasila, Negama type) 237 
Dosharai type (Kadambas) 330 
Dranka (Puri-Kuşîna) 286 


50, 68, 87, 100-101, 124; 
t ndradhvaja 127 
ча Madhyadesha) 622 

h 


[1 


Ehbavala Cantamila (Ms 


а (errouncous reading) 127,136 

ran-Vidisa, see Vidisi-Eran 

Erich: early silver PMCs 26-27; Erikacha(m) inscri 
137-139; otherpost-Mauryan types 1 d 

Fishbone tree, upper Godavari PMCs 28.29 

Fish holding deity, see deity 

Fish-over-lion, local Mathura silver PMCs 35-36 

Fish-standard 60, 126,223,230 

Flag-mast 260, 459, 493,495, 501, 502 

Footprint of adeity 96,118 

Four-crescent-symbol 68,71, 119, 120, 156, 168, 173, 
216, 224-225, 234, 412 

Four-nandipada symbol 76, 80-81, 126, 138, 156 

Frog 78-79, 88, 89, 140 


Gadhikinam (guild type) 172 

Gajatara (Visukundin inspired) 487 

Ganikumara Mabdsivala 312 

Ganapatindga (Nagas) 147,202 

Gandharan bars and fractions 13-15; silver plated 
13; five-armed symbol 13, 15; four-armed symbol 
14; unstamped 10 

Garhwal (local kings) 161-162 

Garuda: carliest depiction on PMC 50; post-Gupta 
Gujarat 612-613 

Gautamiputra Kumbha Sätakami 405, 430, 434; 
Gantamiputra Satakarmi 308, 310, 315, 404-405, 
411,415, 419, 424, 427, 429, 431, 545; Gautamiputra 
Sivalakura 318; Gautamiputra Siva Siri Satakarni 
310, 418-419, 429; Gautamiputra Sri Vijaya 
Sätakarni 405; Gautamiputra Vilivéyakura 317-318; 
Gantamiputra Vijbasati, see Vindhyashakti; 
Gautamiputra Yajña Sátakarni 319, 322, 404, 420, 
425,428, 430,433, 452 

Ghatotkacha (Guptas) 578 

Ghatotkachagupta (Guptas) 578, 581, 602-603 

Gobadbra (Kotalisigala) 397-398 

Gho-ra-ba-sa (Vignukundin inspired) 483 

Gola (Vidarbha, Godavari valley) 391 
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Gomitra, Aimori 152; Kausimbi 175; Mathura 191; 
Узгїпаує 257 

Guild coins 171-172,236-238 

Gujarat, post-Mauryan copper PMC 52; medieval 
trident types 610-611; post-Gupta clephantrider 
types 611 

Guptas 302, 577-603 


Надатаѓа (Saka of Mathura) 195-196 
Hagina (Saka of Mathura) 196 
Majagriva (Visqu incarnation) 100 
Hand symbol 82, 102,354 

Hanuman 626 

Harananda (Banavšsi) 321 

Harairi (Almora) 151 

Harc-in-circle 373-374 
Hare-in-crescent 374-375 

Hariraja (Visgukundin inspired) 484 
Harikanta (post-Gupta Madhyadesha) 622 
Harisena (Vakitakas) 438, 442, 476 
Haritiputra Sinalananda (Banavasî) 322 
Harzarardhana (Vardhanas) 621 

Hathi, Maháraphiputra 337 

Hathidera (Nidicà-Eran) 131,132 
Hathigumpa inscription 172 

Hathnavar (city state) 118 
Hathodaka (city state)119, 120 
Mayagriva 100 

Heliodoros 131 

Helioklesimitative (Yueh-Chi) 266 
Heraios (Yuch-Chi) 264,265-266 
Hermaiosimitative (Kujula) 266-267 
Hirañaka horse types 339-342 
Hirañasame (Taxila region) 238-239 
Hormizd (Kuşîno-Sasanian) 283,300 
Hormizd Il (Kusiqo-Sasanian) 300,301 
Horse types, Hirañakas 339-342 
Horse types, Mahatalavara 342-344 
Horumunáta (Ksaharátas) 545-546 
Huns 244,263,302-305, 596, 597,605, 606 
Hyviska 147,276-281 
Huviskainspited (Bactria/‘Jouan’) 286-290 
Huviskainspired (Haryana) 286 
Hraranira (Pàrataraja) 528 


Tkgvakus 339-340,404,434-436,451,452 

Indrotamitra (Pauravas) 214 

Indo-Europeans 7 

Indo-Greek 146, 154, 180, 188, 190, 194, 213, 220, 
228, 237,241,243, 254, 266 

Indo-Parthian 147,220,263, 266, 267, 404, 541 

Indo-Scythian 147, 161,179,213, 220,243, 245 

Indradman (K satrapas) 548 

Indradeva 258 

Indradhvaja-on-hill 80 

Indramitra (Pañcāla) 205, 206-207 
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Indranarman (Ayodhya) 159 

Ind ley civilisation 7 

Hianararman (Maukharis) 620 

Лета (Kumara) 308, 310, 312-313, 416, 544 

Isipila, lead type 86 

liraradatta (Abhiras) 437-438, 556 

I varadeva (K satrapas) 552 

Hivaramitra (Erich) 136,139 

Hivaranaga (Nagas) 200 

Jagatabața (Väkātakas) 448 

“Jagavigra (Visnukundin inspired) 481, 484 

Jana (Hun) 304 

Jayadiman (Ksatrapas) 547; base metal bull 571; base 
metal hill 566 

Jayagupta (Pañcala) 206 

Jayamitra (Paücila) 205,206 

Jayaíraya (Gujarat) 615 

Jayararman (Nyodhyi) 160, 161 

Jinbumitra= Vispumitra 

Jima (Malwa) 116 

Jitam Bhagavatà Padmanabhena (Aulikaras) 625 

Jitam Bhagavata Vishnunam (Aulikaras) 625 

‘Jivadaman (K satrapas) 550-551; base metal bull 572 

Јбаза (Vrsni) 243 

“beshthabbiti with Jetamitra 193 

‘Deshthadatta 158,165 

“Desthamitra=Jethamitra (Kausãmbî) 173,175 


Kabul valley, local coins 10-12, 220,266 

Када (Guptas) 579 

Kida (Sugh region) 146, 163-164 

Kadambas (Вапауйз) 329-331, 442, 447 

Ka-da-mpi-dn-ku (Pallava coin legend) 463 

Kadare Nekame (Taxila, guild type) 238 

Kalabhras 451,499,509 

Kalachuris 438, 440, 442, 481,616-619 

Kalaliya, Mahárafhi Sidakinam 331 

Kalaravaya (Koyaliigila) 399 

‘Kalataka, Mabüsenápati Sagamana 309 

Kimadatta (Mathura) 193 

Kawnamitra (Vidarbha) 51,371 

Kamsikis 119, 122, 125 

Kaniya (Kotaliñgala) 398-399 

Kanbamitra- Krrpamitra 374-375 

Kanauj 164-165 

Kanha (= Krishna/Sütavihana) 405,418 

Karla, Mahárathiputra Sidakànam 332 

Kaniska 147, 159, 165, 166, 196, 203, 243, 246, 272- 
276 

Kariska Il 282,298 

Kaniska inspired (Haryana) 284-285 

Kaniska inspired cast (Odisha) 285-286 

Karanalavi (Kumaras) 312 

Karna Sätakarni 405 

Kaferana (Erich) 136,139 


Kadi local silver PMCs 18-20 

Ka-ta-ta (Pallava coin legend) 463-464 

Kausámbi 165-177; civic types 171; copper PMCs 
166-167; early post-Mauryan UCCCs 57-58; guild 
types 171-172; inscribed nominative types 172- 
178; local cast coins 167-171; Kaniska 263; local 
silver PMCs 34-35; Magha kings 176-177 

Kevarana Mabárufbi Gotamipula Vighasati 394,434 

Khada Sátakarpi 405,425,430, 432 

Khadabari Hathi, Mahšrathi 337 

Kladajana (Banavasi) 328 

Khandesh 67,77, 84, 389, 408, 442,481 

Khandesh, post-Mauryan UCCC 60 

Kbarabostes (Saka of Mathura) 195 

Ko (varieties of Kota series) 295 

Kochhiputra Śri Satakami 403, 408,411,414 

Koha (varieties of Kota series) 294 

Ko-bi-ruem-puv-rai-y (Cheras) 495-496 

Korigu Rajtas 496,499 

Kosabiye (Kausámbicivic types) 171 

Kosala local silver PMCs 20-21 

Kosikiputra (Satavahana) 405, 414,424 

Kosikiputra Kutirakhadakama (Hirafiaka) 340 

Kota (Punjab) 292-297; Kota Bala 295; Kota Bala Rina 
297; Kola Bala Rudra 295-296; Kota Bala 
Rudravarma 296 

Kogalihgala kings 397-400 

Kozana (Pirataraja) 531-532 

Kegiya (Parataraja) 533-535 

Krsna, see Kanha 

Kysnamitra (Vidarbha) 374-375 

Krisnaraja (Kalachuris) 438-439, 481, 616-619 

Krisnavarma П (Kadambas) 330 

Kshudraka tribe 179 

Kgaharátas 541-546 

Kgatrapas 546-576 

Куша Kadphises 147, 266-269 

Kukuta-dhvaja 254,379, 386,420, 501 

Kukufakhada (Vidarbha/Marathwada) 386-387 

Kulayasa, Mabàrathi 334 

Kulüta tribe 178-179 

‘Kumaraddsa (Vidarbha) 394 

Kumaragupta 1 (Guptas) 588-596, 605 

Kumaras 312-314 

Kumarubana, Nahàralhi 335 

Kambba Sátakarpi 405,430,434 

Kumudasena (Ayodhya) 159 

Kuninda tribe 179-187 

Kuraghara (city state) 118, 122 

Kurapurikà (city state) 118, 120-122, 382 

Kurarà (city state) 118, 122-124 

Kuras of Kolhapur 315-319, 405 

Kusana 147, 159, 161, 166, 196, 211, 246, 253, 263- 
292; Huviska 276-281; Huviska inspired 286-290; 
Kaniska 272-276; Kaniska inspired 284-286; 


Ката H 2 <aniska 1 , 
mules 286-287; Kujula 206 a end 298, Kusiga 
271, Vasudeva 1 281.28; Visudey Megas 270. 
91-292; Vasudeva II 28; Vima К, н ырк 
Vima Takha 269; Yueh-Chi264 209 2 
кише Sasanian 147, 263.264, 283, 291-292, 298. 
Kafapada (Vidarbha/ Marithwada 
Kutturan Kotai (Cheras) Poco) жщ 
Lajjā Gauri 83 
Laksita (Pallava coin legend) 461, 464 
а-га (Pallava coin legend) 464 
m Ара m 10, Ayodhya 157- 
5; Kausambi 169; Kuninda 180-187; М = 
191-193, 196; Nasik 85 Prakashe 88; Залаа 
паи Ujjain 94, 103, 104; Vidarbha 358-359, 
Lashena (Hun) 303 
Linga: Nagas 200; Taxila 221-222, 231,236; 483 
Lion-elephant standard 242-243 
Lion-on-hill 84 
Lohagiriyà (Taxila region) 236 
‘Madasena (Saurashtra) 605 
Madasmati 119 
Madavika (city state) 118, 120 
 Mádhariputra Sivalakura(Kuras) 316-317 
Madbariputra Sri Pulumári 405,433 
 Mádbarararman, Ayodhya 159; Visnukundin 442, 476 
Madbyamasena (Traikügakas) 438, 439-440 
Magadha-Maurya silver PMCs 41-48 
Magha kings (Kaugambi) 166, 176-177 
Maghasiri (Malbàr) 142 
Mahabhojas 308-310; Малаа Siidagara Kosiputra 
Sudassana 309; Mahdbboja Sádagara Vasithiputra 
Sivama309 
Mahabhiitimitra (Mitras of Punjab) 197 
Mahádeva drachms 188-189 
Mahagamika (Marathwada) 388-389 
 Mabágamikumara Sira 312 
Mahagramika swastika types 346 
Mabahathi, Mahárathi 336-337 
Mabananda (Banavási) 320 
Mala Parilari(Visoukundininspired) 483 
 Mabárája Magha (Kauššmbi) 16 
Maharathi Стила (Vidarbha) 394-395; Синий 
347; Gotamiputa Vighasati 393-394; Khadabari На? 
337; Kulayasa 334; Kumarubana 335; Kura 315: 
Mababathi 336-337; Mulakana 334; Pusararuna 
(Vidarbha) 395; Sadakanam 346; Samana 336; 
Samata (Kathad) 311; Sidakzinam Chutukanba 332; 
Sidakanam Kalalaya 331; Sidakanam Sakuda 332- 
333; Sidakänam Vapa woe 333; Коки 
Marithwada) 393; Sia Hari Samana 336; 
Барас НРА 335; Sina Mababathi 337; 


P 


Gujarat 
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Sirarijbasa (Marāțhwādā) 393; Talathata 
(Marathwadi) 393; Vilimäjakara (Kuras) 316 

Maharathis, bull types 331-334, 336; elephant types 
334-339; Катай 311; Marathwada 392-394; 
Vidarbha 394-397 

Mahdraphiputra Hathi 337; Maháratliputra Sidabuinam 
Kanha 332 

Maha Sada 348 

Mabasena 91 

Mahasenapati, Balarama (Kota) 296-297; 
Bharadájiputra Sagamana 345; Kalataka Sagamana 
399; Sadakani 346; Sebaka (Sagamana) 345-346; 
Sivala 347 

Mahdsivala (Gamikumara) 312 

Mabasivalénanda (Banavasi) 322 

Mahatalavara bull гуреѕ 344-345; horse types 342- 
344, 428; Mabdtalavara Mubha-dalapahama 344- 
345; Mahatalavara Puki-yanam Sirala 338; 
Mabatalavara Vaji Samika Siva Sebaka 343 

Mabendraditya Sasabhapuriyas) 623-624 

Mabendrararman (Pallavas) 451, 459, 461, 463-464, 
467,468, 471-472 

Maheshwar 82, 101-102, 119,408 

‘Mahimitra (Mitras of Punjab) 197 

‘Mabindramitra (Pauravas) 213-214 

Mahigmati (city state) 118-119,408,481 

Maitrakas 605 

Makara 72, 83, 92, 100, 101, 102, 110, 361-362, 377, 
381 

Makkotai(Cheras) 496-497 

Malava tribe 147,179, 189-190 

Malhar 140-143 

Malwa PMCs 50-51; UCCCs 60; unifacely die-struck 
73-74; 

Ma-ma-la (Pallava coin legend) 465 

Ma-ma-ya (Pallava coin legend) 465 

Manaraiitype (Kadambas) 330 

Mandsaur 83,444 

Mangrul PMC hoard from Vidarbha 42,51 

Magakas, small Maurya-Šuñga coins 47-48 

 Mafhariputra Sri-Vira Purusadatta 435 

Mathura, PMCs 49-50; UCCCs 59; local kings 190- 

aka kings 194-196 

Maukharis 620 

Megharabana (Hun) 304 

Mibirakula (Hun) 302-303,616,624 

 Mirabrara (Páratarája) 529-530 

Miratakbma (Páratarája) 530-531 

Mir Zakah hoard 8 

ithuna 103 

Mitrasatijayo(Khandesh) 390 

Mitrasena (Erich) 136,140 

Mitras of the Punjab 196-197 

Млада (Almora) 151, 152 

Mugamukha (Erich lead types) 136, 140 
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Muladera (Ayodl 
Matakana, Ма M 

Mudinanda (Banavasi) 319-320, 322-223 
Мийтапаш 320-321 


Naganika 416,418 

Nagas 126, 189, 196, 197-202, 208, 212, 215, 442, 
443,444 

Кунеш 147,202 

Nabápana 309-310, 404,416, 431, 542-545 

Naibikämutrika (Pallava coin legend) 466 

Nalas 624 

Nandinagara 118,122 

Nandivardhana-Pravarapura 42 

Nandyavarta: eastern Malwa 76, 80-81; Kausambi 170- 
171; Kotaliñgala 395-399, 426; Kulūtas 178; 
Kumaras 312; Mahagamika 389; Sátavihanas 
421,426; Vidarbha 359-360, 365, 372 

атата (Vişnukundin inspired) 481 

Narudatta (Ayodhya) 158 

Narîna (Kotaliñgala) 399 

Narasimha 448-449, 581 

Narasimbagupta Baliditya (Gupta) 616, 622 

‘Narasimbavarman, Pallavas 451, 457, 460-461, 463, 468 

Narararmun (Aulikaras) 444, 625 

Nardyanamitra (Vidisà-Eran) 131,133 

Narendrasena (Vakiitakas) 442,443,444 

Nathan type PMCs 15-17 

Navika (Kausambi) 172-173 

Мерата (guild types) 236-238 

Nera (Кашаты) 176 

Origin of Indian coins 7-9 


Pales (Yueh-Chi) 265 

Pa-ka-di-ku (Pallava coin legend) 466 

Pa-kä pa-ka- In (Pallava coin legend) 467 

Pa-ké-pi-tu-ku (Pallava coin legend) 461 

Palm-tree: Ayodhya ; Cheras 160, 161, 491; Erich 136, 
137, 139;Maheshwar 101; Malwa 60, 69-70; Ujjain 
106 

Pabalamasi (Veerüpuram elephant type) 338 

Pallavas 450-474; elephant 453-454; inscribed types 
461-474; lead coins 452-453; lion 452-454, 459, 
460, 465; ship 452 

Paficala 203-213; Ahichchhatrà 211-213; 
anepigraphic early coppers 203-204; local silver 
PMCs 37; local kings 203-212; post- Mauryan 
UCCCs 59 

Paficaritra worship 72,242 

Pandyas 451, 459, 468, 472, 492, 508-522; bull. 
multisymbol 510; elephant 512-514; horse 511- 
512; inscribed Pera-waluthi 512; portrait 515; 
punchmarked silver 509-510; tank-multisymbol 
511 

Pantaleon 220,221 

Paramesvara-Jishnu, post-Gupta Madhyadesha 622 


Paragurima 408 

Paratarajas 523-538 

Parvata (Кашаты) 175 

Раб: rathistána), Haryana lead 256 

Pauni, Buddhiststupa 61 

Pauravas, silver PMCs 34-35; tribe 213-214 

Peacock-standard 493, 502 

Periplus 404, 509 

Perez l (Kusaino-Sasanian) 291,299, 301 

Peroz II (Kusino-Sasanian) 300 

Pernraluthi (Pándyas) 

Petalatagiti Vidarbha /Marathwada) 387-388 

Phalgunimitra (Pañcäla) 207, 208, 209 

Ploughshare-standard: Junnar 310-311, 314; 
Maráthwidà 368; Satavahanas at Junnar 416-417, 
419; Ksatrapas 541 

Post-Gupta bust 612-614; elephantrider 611; Garuda 
612-613; gold coins 622-623; horsc-rider 27-628; 
Madhyadesha silver drachms 621-622; seated deity 
lead types 626-627;628 

Post-Ksatrapa base metal types 575 

Post-Mauryan kargápagas 48-52, 352; billon half 
karsapanas 53 

Portrait types: Achyuta type 212; Cheras 496-497; 
Isvaradatta(Abhiras) 437-438; Kujula Kadphises 
267-269; Mandsaur 83; NW- Maharashtra 88; 
Pandyas 515; Sáta-váhanas 432-434; Soter Megas 
270-271; Traikütakas 438-440; Vijayaka type 115; 
Vima Kadphises 271; Yueh-Chi 264-266 

Pothamitra- Praugthamitra (Kausimbi) 176 

Pothadera (Ayodhya) 157 

Prabbakara (Nagas) 201-202 

Prabbikaravardhana (Vardhanas) 621 

Prabhavatigupta 442,448, 581,602 

Pracalakamma (Taxila region) 238 

Pracandendra (Sindh) 607-608 

Pradyumna 72, 100, 101,242 

Prakashe 405,408, 481, 626-627 

Prasannamatra (Sarabhapuriyas) 623 

Prijasa (Vasudeva imitative) 291 

Prajópatimitra, Kausimbi 175; Райсайа 205-206 

Pratépas tle of Prabhakara) 621 

Prausbphairi (Kausimbi) 166 

Pravarasena, Hun 304; Vikátakas 442-444, 581 

Pribivisena (Ksatrapas) 552-553 

Pribivisena (Vakštakas) 442, 443-444 

Pseigacharis (Yuch-Chi) 265 

Pukbaka=Pushyaka (Tapi-Purna) 390 

Pukiyanam Sirala, Mahatalavara 338 

Palages (Yuch-Chi) 265 

Pulakeíin 329,451,457, 463, 476,620 

Pulley type local PMCs (Wai) 27-28 

Punjab, post-Mauryan UCCCs 59 

Purrgupta (Guptas) 622 

Puramagha(Kausimbi) 166 


Purwsadatta (Mathuri) 192 
1,240 


Puskalavati 220, 
Рилатіта86, 146, 1 
Padlyatena (Райс) 205 


Rabarakinseription 263 

Radhamitra (Кашат) 173 

Raid arrow-on-hill 925 railed Indradhvaja 368, 376; 
tailed nandipada 339; railed Yupa see Yuna 

Rajanya tribe 214-215 ا‎ 

Rajgir 216-217 

Rajuvula (Saka of Mathur’) 194-196, 243 

Rapumitra (Pañc3la) 205 

Ralimasa (Taxila, Херата type) 237 

Rama 281 

Катал, Mathuri 192; Vidarbha 390.391 

Rämagupta (Guptas) 442, 378-579, 582-584 

Ramick temple complex 442,448. 

Ranamitra (Vismukundin inspired) 487 

Ranarigra (Vignukundin inspired) 481, 485 

Rasarigraha (Sindh) 609 

Rafe Lapiye 115 

Ranendra (Sindh) 608 

Rasana (Viygukungin inspired) 485. 

Ráshrakütas 442,451 

Кайла (Visgukundin inspired) 485. 

Rûna (Garhwal) 161, 162,244 

Revabbuti (Vidisà-Eran) 127, 131, 132 

Revatimitra (Pañcàla) 205 

Riverdeity, see deity holding fish 

Roman 404,433, 434,406, 509, 518 

Radradaman (Ksatrapas) 243, 547-548, 560; base metal 
bull 570-572; base metal bust 568; base metal 
chakra: plough 568; base metal elephant 569; base 
metal fire-altar 569; base metal hill 565-566; base 
metal horse 568 

Rudradasa (Audumbara) 155 

Rudragupta (Paficala) 210 

Rudra Purnsadatta (Myváku) 435 

Radratena 1 (Ksatrapas) 551-552; base metal bull 572; 
Rudrasena 11 557, Radrasena 111 561, base metal bull 
573-574; Rudrasena П” 562.565 

Radrasena Il (Vakatakas) 442,448 

Калааны 1 (Ksatrapas) 550; base metal bull 572; 
Radrasihha П 559-560; Kadrariiha III 503, 579, 
588,594 

Roddrararman (Vernaka) 241 

Redna (Malwa) H6, 444 

Sachabbadra (= Vatyabhadei) 358,375-378 

Sada kings 348-349, 405,428 

Sagamána Whiradiyiputra MS, Sagemina Сал HP: 
Sagamana Kulataka 399; Sagamanas of Kondapar 
345; Sagamana Mahagamika 388-389 

Subasamrtra (Mahasenapati of Erich) 136 Sahamuena 
(king of Erich) 136, 139 Saivism (sce Siva) 188, 
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197, 209, 210, 211, 236, 241, 255, 271, 292, 326, 
442, 447-449 Sakalabhayana (Pallava coin 
legend) 468 

Sakas of Junnar 308 

Sakas of Mathura 194-196 

Saknds, Mahàrathi Silakinam 332-333 

Salankayanas 441,451,452 

Samana, Mabiirayhi 336 

Samata (Mahārathiof Karhad) 311 

Savnghadiman (Ksatrapas) 554 

Sumigepa (Koyalisgila) 398,427 

Samisa Sin Yana 428 

Samndrayupta (Guptas) 147, 198, 202, 211, 244, 292, 
451,578, 582 

Sanchi 60,122,125 

Sarikaragana (Kalachuri) 617 

араа (Yuch-Chi) 264 

Sarabhapuriyas 023-024 

Sardula (mythical lion) 478 

Sarpamitra (Кашаты) 176 

Sarrabbadra (Vidarbha) 379,380 

Samana (Vikitakas) 442 

Sarrararman (Maukharis) 620 

$ašämkah type (Kadambas) 330 

Satamagha (Кашаты) 166 

Satamatra (Kausambi) 176 

Satavahanas 89, 101, 122, 127, 131, 310, 319, 334, 
339, 342-343, 370, 397, 400-434; Aurangabad 370; 

22; coastal Andhra 428-429; Junnar 

Karhad 315, 419-420; Kondapur 427- 

428; Kola ligila. Malwa 131, 133, 405- 
406; Nasik 409-411; Newase-Paithan 411-416; 
overstrikes 101, 364, 379-381, 383, 387, 388, 397, 
405-406, 413, 414, 416, 422, 431; silver drachms 
431-434; Sopara 408- 409, "Iripuri 89, 407; 
universal types 429-434; upper Tapi river 407-408, 
Vidarbha 352, 357, 364-365, 379-381, 420-425 

Sati Sirî 405-408, 414, 423-424 

Saryabhadra (Vidarbha) 358, 375-378, 380 

Natyadiman (Kyatrapas) 552 

Sahamitns, Ayodhya 160; Kulütas 178 

Sutyerurmean (Prakashe) 

Saurashtra, local silver types 38-41 

Sauryyahhara (Gujarat) 615. 

Sávittiputra tribe 217,259, 260 

Scales 140, 156,216,2: 

Scorpion (middle Son/Sidhi PMCs) 24-25,35 

Sehaka (Vidarbha Магамед) 382-384 

Sena kings of Tripurt 86,407 

Serhadatta (Mathura) 193 

Serasata Srami (Saka of Mathura) 196 

Seyaro (= Shreyas, Vidarbha) 371 

ариг 298 

Shapur l (Kuyšpo-Sas) 263,292, 300-301 

Shasthi 103,245-248 


Shoshemyc (guild wpe) 171 
Sibitribe 191,217-218 
Sidaka Maharaghis (Chandravalli) 331-334 


Sidhathoreadana (Ujjain) 115 

Siléditya (= title of Hargavardhana) 621 

ANililusin (Malhar) 141 

irilararmun, Aulikacas 444, 624; Pallavas 451,457-459 

Simbarisun (Pallavas) 451,459 

Sindh, gold types 607 

iya Magha (апр оГ Mallar) 142 

Siva: Audumbara 154; Banavast 326, 447; Hun 304; 
Huvigka 280-281; Kaniska 275-276; Khandesh 85; 
Mahadeva 188; Mahe-shwar 102; Malwa 
countermarked 91-94; Pañcala 210; Saurashtra 78- 
80; Siva dis-empowers Brahma 95, 96; Siva- 
Herakl Siva ithyphallic 49, 272, 27 
276, 280; Siva Mahákila 94; Siva seated 100, 251- 

iva three-headed 79, 97-98, 280; Siva with 

bull 80, 85, 98-100, 271-272, 282, 286-287, 291- 


276, 280-281, 
282, 291. lima Kadphises 271-272, Vidar- 
bha 377, 379-380; Yaudheya 251-252 

Siradasa (Audumbara) 155 

Sivadatta, Мтога 151, 158; Mathura 196 

Sivaghosa, Mathura 196; Vemaka 242 

Sina Hari Samana, Mahárathi 336 

Sirajaya (Vidarbha) 391 

Sira Khada, Mahaeayhi 337 

Sirakubana, Mahárathi 

Sivakura 318 

Sivala, Mahüsenápati 347 

Sivalakura 316-318 

Sivalinanda (Banavîsî) 322,324 

Sinamagha (Kausimbi) 166, 177 

Siramagha (Malhār) 142 

Sina Марабай, Mahárathi 337 

Siramaka Sada 349 

 Siramitra (Pañcāla) 205 

Siranandiri (Pañcala) 203,211 

Sirapálita (Almora) 151,152 

Sivaraksita (Almora) 151, 152. 

Siva Siri Siltuka (Маһан) 143 

Six-armed symbol as main type 71, 77, 79-80, 82, 88, 
113-114 

Skinda cult 386,501 

Skandagupta 438, 441,596-602, 605 

Skandanaga (Nagas) 199 

Snake: Bhigili 126; deity with snake 72, 84, 104, 208, 
257-258; Khandesh 84; Mahi-bhojas 308-310; 
Malwa 70-72, 92; Narmada valley 126; Paücila 
(Bhimimitra) 208; Rohilkhand (Bhanumitra) 257- 
258; Satavahanas 413; Taxila 233-234; Ujjain 104; 
Vidarbha 363 


Хода (Saka of Mathura) 194, 195. 

Sonkh excavations 50,55 

Son valley local silver PMCs 24-25 

Sopara 408-409 

Soter Megas 269-270; countermarked 567 

Sin Anangatraya (Gujarat) 615 

Хп Атта (V inspired) 483-484 

ni Bhara (Pallava com legend) 461, 468-469. 

Sri Bharharsha (Sindh) 607 

Sin Bodhi (Бокх) 90 

Sin Budharaa (Niggukungin inspired) 484 

Śri Gagatara (Nignukundin inspired) 487 

пара (Guptas) 578, 581-582 

Sri Пила (Viggukungin inspired) 484 

Sri Jagarigra (Vignukugdin inspired) 481,484 

ri ayairaya (Gujarat) 615 

Sri Nandi (Paicála) 203,211 

Ar Nidhi (Pallava coin legend) 461,469-470 

Śri Pracapdendra (Sindh) 607-608. 

Sri Pranavigra (Visqukundin inspired)481, 484 

Śri Pratapasila (Vardhanas) 621 

Íri Rama (Visgukungin inspired) 479 

Śri Ranamitra (Vigpukundin inspired) 487 

Sri Raparigra (Visnukundininspired)481, 485 

Sri Ranarigraba (Sindh) 609 

ri Ranendra (Sindh) 608 

Sri Rasatya (Visgukundin inspired) 485 

Sri Rathirigra (Visnukundin inspired)481, 485 

Sri Rudrila 116 

Sn Sati 405-408, 414, 423-424 

Sr Satya (ийе of Pulakesin 11) 476,479 

SriSatyashraya (tithe of Pulakesin 11) 480 

SriSaurgyabhara (Gujarat) 615 

SriSiladitya (title of Hargavardhana) 621 

Sri Subbaraja (Visnukungin inspired) 485. 

Sri Sråminija (Vigqukundin inspired) 481, 485-486 

Srî Tharamuja (V ignukundin inspired) 486 

ri Vaja (Visoukundin) 476 

ri Yatadiya (Sindh) 606, 606-609. 

Srivatsa reverse 78, 81, 84, 123; on hill 56 

ruta (tlun) 302 

Standard, chakra 155, 244, 493, 495; cha-kra-plough 
100, 108, 244, 368, 541-542; cock 254, 379, 420, 
501; fish 60, 126, 223, 230; flag 260, 459, 493,405, 
501-502; Indradhvaja 368; lion-elephant 242-243; 
makara 72, 92, 100-102; nandipada 242, 243, 260, 
378, 380; peacock 493, 502; plough-share 310 
311, 314, 368, 416-417, 419; taurine 72, 77-79, 83, 
119,243 

Subena (Vidarbha) 379,420,421 

SnbbarajaVisnukundin inspired) 485 

Sudharma (Maharaja of Erich) 136 

Swjetha (=Supyestha) 115,131,256-257 

Suktimatt 172,218-219 

Sundarasena 90 


Mary aniilra, 165; Mathura 192; Pañcal 7; 
1 чаена аа Vidarbha 379-380 420 GE i 

изати (= Хизедатем) 91 à 

Уланта ARI, 485-480. 

Умит Madradamun I (Kyatrapas) 560. 


Sumi ийикти Ш (Kşateapas) 561; Snimi Клана 
I1562.563 iei 


Srami Килина IIl (Ksatrapas) 563 
Srami Sinhasena (Kşatrapas) 562 
Srami Yu'uka (Rgatrapas) 563, 564 


‘Taxila 224, 


M; Tripuri 89; Vakatakas 445; Visqukundin 


inspired 486 

‘Taurine-in-arch (eastern Malwa) 75, 88, 93, 94, 122, 
123,128, 132, 133,134 

“Taurine-standard 72, 77-79, 83,119,243 

‘Taxila, ancpipraphic local types 221-236; inscribed 
local types 236-240; silver PMCs 48-49; UCCCs 58 
Agras 147, 150; Audumbaras 154-155; 


Mathura region 257; Pallavas 460; Pindyas 511, 
516; Punjab 259; Trigartas 240. 241; Yaudheyas 
248-251 


barumuya (Viypukundin inspired) 486 
vi (Pallava coin legend) 470-471 
mina I lun) 302,606,616; 11304, 605 


ral India 69; Cholas 501; Mahibhojas 
309-310; Pallavas 470; Saurashtra 79; Tripuri 89; 
Ujjain 111 

Traikütakas 437,438-441; lead 440-441,617 

‘Tree-between-rivers 87 
ilent-battleaxe: Audumbara 154-155; Banavasi 326, 
328-329, 447; Cheras 492-493; Huvishka 280, 287; 
Kota 293; Mahadeva drachms 188; Pañcala 210- 
211; Pandyas 509, 513, 515; Vemaka 242; Vima 
Kadphises 271-272; Yaudheya 251-252 

Trigarta tribe 240 

‘Trinanim patithina, Haryana lead type 256 

Tripurl 86,8891, 125, 361,407 

Тина (Mun) 305 

‘Two fish 461,468, 501 

‘Two hills 72,89, 90,260, 407, 516 

‘Two nailed trees 138,139 


Саш (Pallava coin legend) 471 

Uddchika tribe 241 

Ujjain: PMCs 24-25, 38; bull 105-108; 
countermarked 91-93; deity seated 103-105; deity 
with crested hairstyle 100-101; elephant 108-110; 
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horse 108; inscribed 114-116; lead 86; lion 110- 
111; Mithuna 103; Siva types 95-98; Siva with bull 
98-100; symbol types 111-114; tortoise 111; 
Ujeniya inscribed civic types 115, 118, 119 

Umrer hoard (Nagpur ds) local PMCs 31 

Upagoda 146,259 

Upitikyà 146,259 

Upper Godavari river, local PMCs 28-29 

Upper Mahanadi river, local PMCs 32 

MCs 32, Sátaváhanas 407-408 


[i 
Utarasa 259 
Ustamadatta (Mathura) 193 


Vainganga river, local PMCs 29-31 

Vaisnavite: Central India 87; Gujarat 115; Maheshwar 
101-102; Pañcala 206; Ujjain 100,11 kas 
442, 448-449; Vidarbha 358-359, 366, 368; Vidisi 
124; Vrisois 242-243 

Vasinavana (Kausámh) 166, 177 

Wajimitra (Vidišá-1iran) 131,132 

Väkätakas 383,392, 394,437, 438, 441-449, 476, 581, 
602 

Vam pn (Pallava coin legend) 471-472 

"Катарал (Райс) 203,204-205 

Vapadakala, Mahárathi Sidakinam 333 

Varaha (Nalas) 624 

Varaban (Kusino- 

Vardhanas 620-621 

Varmemitrs, Kaušàmlsi 176; Райа 209,211 

Vasasami(Marighwads) 391 

Vasiphipatra lul 310, 311; Varighiputra limilinanda 
310, 313; V'asiphgwtre Kura 316: Vasishiputra 
Mabasivainanda 522; 1^4нфурита Sirukura 318; 
Vésisthiputra Śri Chada Sati 405, 429; | “asigtuputra 
Sri Емши Cantamiila 435; | “asisthiputra Sri Khada 
Satakarni 405, 425, 430, 432; Vasisthiputrs Sri 
Pulumari 308, 315, 319, 321, 322, 405, 416, 419, 
420, 424-425, 427-428, 430-431; | isifhiputnr Si 
Satakan 405, 432, 452; Vasisthiputra Siva Ул 
Palemani 405, 409, 420, 430, 432; 1 аду рити 
Vijaya Satakaryi А05, АЗУ, Vasistheputra 
Viliniyakura 316 

Vasubedbi 90 

Visudera 1 147, 196, 281-282; Vandera inspired 291- 
292; Veirudera П 282-283 

Všsudeva- Krya: Magadha 47; Maheshwar 101-1 
Mathuri 49. 50; Ujjain 100; Vidisà 124; Vriyois 
242; Vidarbha 366, 368; with Garuda 50 

Vasumitrs, Wikis tiran 131,134; Paicila 205 


nian) 301 


Eran) 131,133 
Vasusena (Pañcàla) 210 
Vatiévaka (Tavila region) 239 
Vatsapulma 442 
Vigukatha- (Hiraüaka) 340 
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Väpndera (Nyodli) 157 

Vuynrarmu (Rolulkhand) 258 

Vidi Sin (Sitayahana) 405 

Vemaka tribe 241-242 

Nagas) 200 

Vidarbha local anonymous types 354-370; local 
; PMCs 51, 352-354; 


llava coin legend) 472 

118, 122, 124-125, 131; city types 124-125 

-Eran local kings, die-struck 134-135; local 

kings PMCs 131-133; PMCs 93, 127-133 

Vidisagu (Kota series) 296 

Vigra (Vidarbha/Maraghwada) 385 

Vijayabhiti (Almora) 152 

Vijayaka types 115,116 

Vijayumagha (Kausimbi) 166,177 

Vijayamitru, Ayodhya 160; Kulitas 179; Pañcāla 205 

Vijayanandin 177-178 

Vijayapota (Pärataräja) 537 

Vijaya Satakami 405,433 

Vijayasena (Ksatrapas) 437,556 

Vijayayayiya (Pauravas) 214 

Vijhasati, see Vindhyashakti 

Vikramasena (Traikütakas) 438 

Viliviyaknra 316-317 

Vima Kadphises 271-272 

Vima Takha 269 

Vindbiasena (Vākātakas) 442 

Vindbyashakti (Vãkãtakas) 303-304, 441,443 

Vinbukada Cufukulananda Satakarni 321 

Vira] Viru (Kota series) 296 

Virabodbi 90 

Viradman (Ksatrapas) 555 

Vina Parusadatta(Iksvikus) 435 

Viratena (Mathura) 196 

Vinayuias (Kulütas) 179 

Vilakbadatta Gotaniputra (Vidià-Eran) 135 

Vitakhadera (Ayodhya) 158 

Vishamariddbi (Visquvardhana's title) 476,479, 480 

Visnu: Айма 212; Banavasi 326; Gujarat 115; 
Hajagriva (horse-headed incarnation) 100; 
Huviska 281; Maheshwar 101-102; Matsya (fish 
incarnation) 481-482; Narasimha (lion-man 
incarnation) 448-449; Paücila 205-206; 
Parasuráma (warrior incarnation) 408-409; Ujjain 
100-101; Vakitakas 447; Vidarbha 359; Visnu with 
Laksmi 115; Vrişnis 242-243 

Итий (Kanauj) 165 

Vignukundin 442, 451, 476; Vispukundin inspired 
Decean bull types 481-486, Deccan elephant types 
487, Deccan lion types 477-479, 

Visunmitra, Mathura 192; Pañcala 205-206; Vidisi- 
Eran 131,134 

Visnurndra-Buddbananda Saitakarti 326-327,447 


Visauvardbana (Chalukyas) 476, 479-480, 616 

Vifragupta (Pañcāla) 204 

Vigwamitra 154 

Viteasena (Ksatrapas) 559 

Vitvasiinha I (Ksatrapas) 548; Vitvasinba I 557-558 

Vriddhab/Vriddhi 443,445-446, 447 

Vishabba (Nagas) 198 

Vishabbamitra (Pañcàla) 

Vrisni tribe 242-243 

Vrisoi-Viras 72 

Vjaghrasena, Traikütaka 439; Vrisni 243 

Weight standards 94,95 

Whorl symbol, AE 82, 137, 139, 203, 204, 218, 355, 
363 


Ya,ja-ka (Vişnukundin inspired) 486 

Yajnabala (Райса) 205,210 

Yajñamitra (Pañcāla) 205 

Yajia Sitakarni 319, 322, 404, 420, 425, 428, 430, 433, 
452 

Yajia Soma (Угу) 243 

Yaksa (nature spirit) 230 

Yaksi (nature spirit) 256.3 

Yaiaditya (Sindh) 606, 606-609 

Yaiasena 90 

Yaiodóman I (Ksatrapas) 555; Yaiodiman 11 560 

Yatodérman (Aulikara) 616,624 

‘Yasordrman 621 

Yasopila 259 

Yaudheyas 243-255; Bahudhañaka coins 244-245; 
Karttikeya/Shashthi 245-248; Karttikeya/deer 
248-250; Post-Kusina Karttikeya/Devaseni types 
252-255; Siva 251; Siva Chitresvara 251-252 

Yayaghosha (Almora) 152 

Yodhavade 277,281 

Yolamira (Parataraja) 525-526 

Yngasena (Pañcàla) 210 

Yueh-Chi 147, 264-266 

‘Yupa-on-railing: Arjunayanas 153; Ayodhya 157-160; 
Erich 139-140; Капи} 165; Kunind 182; Vidarbha 
361, 369; Yaudheyas 244-245 


Wilfried Pieper 


After completing his PhD degree in 
Medicine from the University of 
Cologne in the 1980s, Wilfried Pieper 
worked as a hospital doctor and later as 
general practitioner, Since his early 
youth, he has developed a special 
interest in the coinages of ancient India. 
As an independent research scholar, he 
has been involved in research and 
publications on ancient Indian 
numismatics. Since the 1980s, he has 
regularly published in numismatic 


journals, particularly ONS-NL/JONS and 
Numismatic Digest. His major publications 
include Ancient Indian Coins (1998 as a 
joint publication with Prof Osmund 
Bopearachchi) and Ancient Indian Coins 
Revisited (2013). 
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